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Du’a for Reading the Book 


Read the following Dua (supplication) before you study a religious book or an 
Islamic lesson, you will remember whatever you study, j*A£ 


yki\j (iixiSls- uiic- ^4^' 

% j^iiiS \j &J~j ink 


kJranS fatic 


Ya Allah JfcsSd Open the doors of knowledge and wisdom for us, and have mercy on 
us! O the One who is the most Honourable and Glorious! 

(Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40) 


Note: Recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once before and after the Dua. 
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A Brief Introduction to the Author 


In every era, Allah Jm 5£ sent such holy personalities to the Ummah of His Beloved 
Prophet J^^^ussti j* who excellently fulfilled the obligation of ‘JZ^\ .J- 
i.e. calling people towards righteousness and preventing them from evils. These righteous 
individuals inculcated other Muslims with the mindset: I must strive to reform myself 
and the people of the entire world, 

One of such spiritual and scholarly personalities is Shaykh-e-Tarlqat Amlr-e-Ahl-e- 
Sunnat, founder of Dawat-e-Islami ‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar 
Qadiri Razavi Ziyaee *sJU3i;s4it?A^b. He was born on a Wednesday on 26 th Ramadan-ul- 
Mubarak 1369 A.H. (12 th July 1950) in Bab-ul-Madinah (Karachi), Pakistan. Since his 
father had passed away when he was an infant, he had to face financial problems but he 
did not lose courage and earned Halal sustenance to meet the needs of his family. From 
an early age, he was fond of going to the Masjid for offering Salah and for reciting and 
listening to Na’ats. When he became rather mature, he acquired the great treasure of 
religious knowledge by keeping the company of the scholars of the Ahl-e-Sunnat and by 
studying religious books. After some time, he became the Imam of a Masjid and struggled 
hard to promote ‘the call to righteousness.’ Impressed by his good manners, humility, 
sociability and a passion for religious preaching, a large number of people, especially the 
young became his sincere companions. 

In September 1981, he launched the Madam campaign of Dawat-e-Islami with the help of 
the devotees of Rasul. Allah Js-A^ has blessed him with enthusiasm for the protection of 
Muslims’ faith and reforming of their character. He would travel by bus and train to far- 
flung and remote areas and cities where he would deliver speeches. When he used to go to 
any area of Bab-ul-Madinah (Karachi) for delivering a speech or for any other religious 




activity, he would often carry his meal including even salt and drinking water with him so 
that he would not ask anyone for anything. At times, he was not allowed to deliver 
speeches in Masajid but he did not get disappointed. 

In the earlier days, after delivering speeches he would often return home at night 
walking 5 to 6 kilometres because the public transport would drop him half way and he 
did not have enough money to afford taxi or rickshaw fare. Sometimes, someone would 
give him a lift, covering some distance. He used to be criticized and sometimes even 
attacked but he did not lose courage and remained committed to his cause in spite of 
facing severe hardships and hurdles. Under his excellent organizational and spiritual 
guidance, Dawat-e-Islami soon emerged as a global & non-political movement of the 
Quran and Sunnah and is currently serving Islam in more than ninety different 
departments some of which include Jami’a-tul-Madlnah, Madrasa-tul-Madlnah, Dar-ul- 
Madlnah, Dar-ul-Ifta Ahl-e-Sunnat, Al-MadIna-tul-‘Ilmiyyah, Maktaba-tul-Madinah, 
Majlis-e-Tarajim, Majlis I.T., Majlis Madam Qafilah, Majlis Madam In’amat and Madam 
channel. By the grace of Allah JmSs the message of Dawat-e-Islami has so far reached 
more than 187 countries of the world. 

By making individual efforts and by virtue of his Sunnah-Inspiring speeches that he 
delivered in the Ijtima at of Dawat-e-Islami, he has brought a Madam revolution in the 
lives of millions of Muslims, especially among the young Islamic brothers and sisters. 
Countless sinful youths repented of their sins, adopting Sunnahs in their lives. Those 
previously not offering Salah not only started offering Salah but also many progressed 
even further becoming the Imams of Masajid; disobedient and rude offspring began to 
respect and obey their parents; many of those wandering in the dark valley of Kufr were 
blessed with the light of Iman; those dreaming of the sensual beauty of European countries 
became anxious and desirous of beholding the beauty of the Holy Ka’bah and the grand 
green dome of beloved Madlnah; those who used to get worried and grieved about their 
worldly matters only, got the Madam mindset of pondering over their afterlife; those 
fond of reading romantic novels got attracted to reading the books and booklets of the 
scholars of the Ahl-e-Sunnat; those fond of excursions started travelling with Madam 
Qafilahs; those who were wicked and impious became practicing Muslims by acting upon 
Madam In’amat; those women who used to visit shopping malls, entertainment centres, 
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night clubs and cinema theatres immodestly, have adopted Shar’i veiling; those whose 
aim was just to accumulate the wealth of the world adopted the Madani aim, 7 must 
strive to reform myself and the people of the entire world, in short, ‘the call 

to righteousness’ was greatly promoted, bringing the blessings of Sunnah everywhere. 

The most important thing is that he has revolutionized the mindset of millions of people 
by virtue of individual and collective efforts within a very short period of time. Inspired by 
his efforts, thousands of Islamic brothers and sisters are becoming scholars of Islam at 
Jami’a-tul-Madlnah so as to attain success in their worldly life as well as in the afterlife, 
rather than making their career in any worldly profession. Thousands of children are 
learning the correct recitation of the Holy Quran and are becoming Huffaz. There was a 
time when hardly one or two elderly persons used to perform I’tikaf in the last ten days of 
Ramadan but today thousands of Islamic brothers not only perform I’tikaf for the last ten 
days but also for the whole month of Ramadan. Many of these Mu’takifm also travel with 
Madani Qafilahs on the night and day of Eid immediately after I’tikaf instead of returning 
home. Thousands of people who were clean-shaven and fond of non-Islamic clothing 
have adorned their faces with beards and heads with turbans, showing a sign of love for 
the Sunnahs of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet All this irrefutably shows 

that Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat has caused an Islamic revolution in the hearts of 

millions of people all over the world, and has revived Islamic values in the 15 th century. 

It is only by the grace of Allah that these great successes have been achieved. In 
addition to his speeches and Madani Muzakarahs, he has also written more than one 
hundred and twenty five booklets and books, most of which have been translated into 
various languages and have reached different countries of the world. By the grace of 
Allah J$.s5s he is busy writing further books and booklets because Islamic writings have 
become a part of his life. Based on the teachings of the Holy Quran, blessed Ahadis, 
sayings of pious predecessors and Tasawwuf, he has collected countless Madani pearls in 
his books. In your hands is the English translation of his masterpiece Faizan-e-Sunnat 
(vol. 1). It is a Sunnah-Inspiring world-famous book, by reading which, millions of men 
and women have started treading the path of piety. In order to meet the demand for it 
from all over the world, its printing process continues almost the whole year. To write 
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books may be something usual but to inspire millions of the devotees of Rasul to study 
those books and follow their teachings is, of course, something absolutely unusual. 

May Allah further enhance the enthusiasm of the author for knowledge and righteous 
deeds. May Almighty Allah JmS*- bless him with a long life with good health, and protect 
him from enemies and from those jealous of him. 




Majlis-e-Tarajim (Dawat-e-Islami) 
Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, 1434 AH 
July, 2013 
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Commendations from 

Honourable Muftis and Scholars 


* These commendations 


made in Urdu language. The Translation Majlis has translated them into English. 




Commendation 


From: An upholder of Dawat-e-Islami, a practising scholar ‘Allamah Maulana Muhammad 
Isma il Qadiri Razavi Nuri Jliil tifeii. (Shaykh-ul-Hadis and Rais Dar-ul-Ifta, Dar-ul- 
‘Uliim Amjadiyyah Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi). 

.yg.i \j 

I had the privilege of studying the four chapters of ‘ Faizan-e-Sunnaf (volume 1, 
published in 1427 A.H.) compiled by Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, founder of Dawat-e-Islami, 
‘Allamah Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Jtdl tifcli. He is globally acknowledged 
to have rendered great services for Islam. By virtue of his untiring efforts, millions of 
Muslims, especially the young, have started treading the path of piety and guiding others 
to the same path. Today, the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami are seen both within 
and outside Pakistan. My latest information is that the message of Dawat-e-Islami has so 
far reached 60 countries of the world. 

In this book, he has collected such pearls of knowledge and words of wisdom that one 
can only attain after he has studied hundreds of books. This book is highly useful for the 
acquisition of the knowledge of Shar’I rulings as well as that of Tasawwuf, ^y> Sj jLjjJI. The 
inclusion of Quranic verses, Ahadls, sayings of saints and interesting parables have further 
enhanced the beauty of this book. The references from source books given with Ahadls, 
narrations and rulings have made this book useful to ‘Ulama. Further, I am very much 
delighted to see that this book also contains some parables of the scholars and saints of 
Ahl-e-Sunnat, showing the compiler’s affection for them. One of its advantages is that 
our future generation will also become aware of the religious services made by saints and 
scholars of Ahl-e-Sunnat. May Allah reward the compiler for this great endeavour, 
and enable every Muslim to study it and give Dars from it. 

Dar-ul-‘Ulum Amjadiyyah 
17 Muharram 1428 / 6-2-2007 


Commendation 


From: Sharaf-e-Millat, Ustaz-ul-‘Ulama Shaykh ‘Allamah Maulana Muhammad ‘Abdul 
Hakim Sharaf Qadiri d&jtsSjM&e. 

It is stated in a blessed Hadis: -f&z _>*■' ^ dJdA U jJu Uil ^ ‘ There is the reward 
of hundred martyrs for the one who has revived any such Sunnah of mine that had been 
abandoned.’ In the light of the foregoing Hadis, try to imagine the reward of the huge 
number of martyrs that will be given to Amir-e-Dawat-e-Islami ‘Allamah Maulana 
Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri iis&u and Dawat-e-Islami’s preachers whose 
concerted efforts have inspired millions of people to start offering Sal ah regularly and 
adopt Sunnahs of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-dbaJsJtsSiAi j*. This great success has 
been achieved by the sincere efforts and services of Amir-e-Dawat-e-Islami, especially by 
his speeches and his book ‘ Faizan-e-Sunnat 

In my opinion, this book is a best-seller in Pakistan. Its language is simple with an advice¬ 
giving and preaching style. Here in front of me is the first volume of Falzdn-e-Sunnat 
published in 1427 A.H. This volume contains four chapters. 

1. Blessings of *du I 

2. Islamic Manners of Eating 

3. Excellence of Hunger 

4. Blessings of Ramadan 

A commendable feature of this book is that source books references have also been given 
with Quranic verses, Ahadis and Shar’i rulings further enhancing the importance of this 
book. Today, when the darkness of non-Islamic beliefs and culture is being spread 
everywhere in the name of moderation and broadmindedness, the need to spread the 
teachings and Sunnahs of the Holy Prophet j* has also increased many 

hundred-fold. 


6 Zul-Hijjafi 1428 A.H. / 28-December-2006 
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Commendation 

From: Khayr-ul- Azkiya, Ustaz-ul-‘Ulama-wal-Mashaikh, Jami’ Ma’qul-o-Manqul, Shaykh 
‘Allamah Maulana Khuwajah Muzaffar Husayn Sahib 4^' c-iis. (Shaykh-ul-Hadis Dar-ul- 
‘Ulum Nur-ul-Haq, Chara Muhammad Pur, Faizabad - UP, Al-Hind). 

By the grace of Allah Js-sS*-, the undersigned has got the privilege of making commendations 
for the precious books of many Ahl-e-Sunnat scholars particularly including Fakhr-ul- 
Amasil, Bahr-ul-‘Ulum Shaykh ‘Allamah Mufti Afzal Husayn Sahib Mongiri (Ex-Dean, 
Manzar-e-Islam, Bareilly Sharif). I have made commendations for almost all such books 
of his that were published in India. When the Nigran of Dawat-e-Islami’s Majlis for 
‘Ulama and Mashaikh presented Falzan-e-Sunnat (published in 1427, volume 1) to me, I 
was overjoyed, and made this commendation. 

The Holy Quran, a complete code of life, has many (i.e. commandments) for 

guiding people to the straight path. Saying Sili Ail JjjAj ’j l4=J 'ot 1IJ, Allah has 
mentioned a shining example, and has declared it extremely important for man to follow 
this example. In other words, the Holy Quran is a great and glorious book, and it is as if 
the sayings and actions of the Holy Prophet Jbsdsi J* are its practical exegesis. By 

following this shining example, dust-created man attains the attributes of angels. These 
sayings and actions of the Holy Prophet Ass *i\s J* were scattered in numerous 

books of Ahadls and other books of Islamic saints and scholars. 

May the rain of bounty and mercy be showered on Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, founder of 
Dawat-e-Islami, a devotee to Madlnah, ‘Allamah Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri 
Razavi Ziyaee ~au3i who has excellently collected these ‘fragrant flowers’ and has 
presented this bouquet in the form of ‘ Falzan-e-Sunnat ’ to those whose hearts keep 
thudding in the remembrance of the Noble Prophet jiaiAij*. When this book 

came out with the simplicity of its language and smooth flow of its text, people began to 
go through it tearfully and wholeheartedly. 
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When its first edition was given to me, I was so impressed by it that I read it repeatedly 
and tearfully in the state of Wudu. Its new edition is even more attractive and useful. 
References from source books, additions and amendments have further enhanced the 
beauty and usefulness of this book. Moreover, the inclusion of the faith-refreshing 
incidents of the Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non¬ 
political movement of the Quran and Sunnah, is a unique feature of this book. 

As far as I know, it is a best-seller in Pakistan. It has become famous in many other 
countries of the world within a very short period of time. I have learnt that there are even 
such devotees in Dawat-e-Islami who have studied this 1500 pages-containing book 
‘ Faizan-e-Sunnat ’ (Urdu version) within 15 days and some even in just 7 days. This shows 
the usefulness and heart-capturing writing style of this book. 

It is my request to every Muslim to buy and keep this book in their home, and gift it to 
others. One should also give this book to one’s daughter or sister as dowry on the 
occasion of her marriage. The wealthy, in particular, should purchase this book in 
bulk and donate it to Masajid, Madaris and shrines. All male and female preachers of 
Dawat-e-Islami and all ordinary people as well as ‘special ones’ should give Dars of this 
book at homes, Masajid, shops, factories, markets and other busy places. It is stated in a 
Hadis that the one who revives an abandoned Sunnah attains the reward of hundred 
martyrs. Let’s all promise to act upon and revive abandoned Sunnahs, and gain the reward 
of thousands of martyrs by keeping this promise of us. 


Khuwajah Muzaffar Husayn Razavi 
26 Muharram-ul-Haram 1428 A.H. 

Shaykh-ul-Hadls Dar-ul-‘Ulum Nur-ul-Haq, Chara Muhammad Pur, 
Faizabad - UP, Al-Hind 
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23 Intentions for Reading this Book 


The Holy Prophet J&4 has stated, j-? C r?j^' 4i ‘The intention of a 

Muslim is better than his deed.’ (MujamKablr, vol. 6,pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 

Two Madam pearls 

❖ Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a righteous deed. 

❖ The more righteous intentions one makes, the greater reward he will attain. 

Intentions 

1-4. Every time I read this book, I will start by reciting Hamd 1 , Salat 2 , Ta’awwuz 3 and 
Tasmiyyah 4 (by reading the Arabic lines given at the top of this page you will be 
acting on all these four intentions). 

5. I will read this book from beginning to end for the pleasure of Allah Ju-sK 

6-7. To the best of my ability, I will try to read it whilst in the state of Wudu 6 and facing 
the Qiblah 7 . 

8. I will behold the Quranic verses, 

9. and the blessed Ahadis 

10. (Whilst reading the book) Whenever I read the name of Allah, I will say 

11. and whenever I read the blessed name of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet I will 
read 4'j dsi ji. 
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12. Acting upon the advice given in the narration: JyS He ‘Mercy descends 

at the time of the mentioning of the pious.' (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 7, pp. 335, Hadis 10750) I 
will reap the blessings of the mentioning of the pious by relating the parables of 
pious saints from this book, to others. 

13. (On my personal copy) I will underline essential and important things and points to 
highlight them. 

14. I will note down important points whilst studying. 

15. I will persuade others to read this book. 

16. With the intention of acting upon the Hadis \yf2- ‘Give gifts to each other, it will 

enhance affection amongst you,' (Muwatta imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 407, Hadis 1731)1 shall buy 
this book (one, or as many as I can afford) and will gift it to others. (Gift it to scholars 
and Imams, you will gain more reward, _&&]). 

17. I will donate Sawab of reading this book to the entire Ummah. 

18. If I find any Shar’I mistake, I will inform the publisher about the mistake in writing 
(verbal information is usually ineffective). 

19. I will routinely give Dars from this book. 

20. I will read this book from beginning to end every year. 

21. If I am unable to understand any ruling, I will consult scholars for its clarification 
with the intention of acting upon the verse: 

© ^ j&£o\ 

O people! Ask those who have knowledge if you know not. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 14, Siirah An-Nahl, verse 43) 

22. If I find some ruling difficult to understand, I will repeatedly read it. 

23. I will convey Islamic teachings to those who don’t know. 
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Foreword 


From: Shaykh-e-Tariqat, Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, founder of Dawat-e-Islami, ‘Allamah 
Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* has stated, ‘Whoever conveys an Islamic 

teaching to my Ummah so that Sunnah would be established by it or corrupt beliefs 
would be removed by it, will enter Heaven.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 10, pp. 45, Hadis 14466) It is 
one of the Madam activities of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement of 
the Quran and Sunnah, for every Islamic brother to give or listen to two Dars daily (at 
Masjid, house etc). For the fulfilment of the Madam activity of Dars, I have got the 
privilege of presenting the book ‘Falzan-e-Sunnaf (volume 1) with good intentions. Give 
Dars (that is, read out passages to Muslims) from this book in abundance. Overwhelmed 
by hearing the Dars given by you, if anyone starts treading the path of Quran and Sunnahs, 
you will also become successful, 6i. The Noble Prophet JU^bssfcjtsSi&i J* has 

stated, ‘If Allah blesses even a single person with guidance by you, this is better for 
you than red camels.’ (Sahlh Muslim, pp. 1311, Hadis 2406) 

‘Faizan-e-Sunnat’ (volume 1) contains four chapters and nearly 1572 pages (in Urdu 
version). Along with scholars and the elite, a huge number of ordinary people have also 
joined the Sunnah-Inspiring movement of Dawat-e-Islami. For the convenience of 
ordinary people, I have used simple language and maintained an easily understandable 
writing style. At some places, I have intentionally used difficult words along with their 
meaning under brackets so that the less educated Islamic brothers and sisters would not 
face difficulty whilst reading the same words in other Islamic books. We have done our 
utmost to remove flaws and errors from this book but the possibility of mistakes cannot 
still be ruled out. Therefore, if you find any Shar’I mistake in this book, please inform me 
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about it in writing, and get deserving of reward. I will not argue unreasonably in favour 
of my standpoint but will back down from it with thanks. 

I am deeply indebted to the scholars of Al-Madina-tul-llmiyyah, an important Sunni 
scholars comprising department of Dawat-e-Islami, who have checked each and every 
word of this book and provided references of original books, further enhancing its 
usefulness for the male and female preachers of Dawat-e-Islami as well as for scholars, 
orators, authors and compilers. ejjsM c 9'j=r That is, may Allah i^give 

a better reward to our scholars. 

Du’a of Attar 

Ya Allah is A! Whoever reads complete Faizan-e-Sunnat (volume 1) within 163 days, be 
blessed with steadfastness in Iman, vision of the Holy Prophet during his 

death agonies, comfort in his grave and on resurrection, forgiveness without accountability 
out of Your mercy, and an abode in Jannat-ul-Firdaus in the neighbourhood of Your 
Beloved Prophet is j*. May all these prayers be answered for me, scholars, 

checkers and all those who cooperated in the completion of this book, including 
the Nigran and members of Majlis Maktaba-tul-Madinah, and the whole staff of 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah. Ya Allah J«5 A Forgive the entire Ummah. 

&&&&*&&. 'fe. jUT 


11 Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, 1427 A.H. 
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Gift from Attar 


Ya Allah Js-sA! Accept (my endeavour of compiling) Falzan-e-Sunnat (volume 1) in Your 
court and grant its reward, not according to my faulty deed but according to Your infinite 
mercy. Ya Allah J«5^! Convey its reward from me to Your Beloved Prophet j*. 

Through Your Beloved Prophet Jtaabi j*, send its reward to all other Prophets 

-ini mJx, Sahabah and Tabi’in > 4 it Jts* Ablest, Aimma-e-Mujtahidin and all scholars and 
saints Jtssabi 342 ^. Ya Allah J*sA! Convey its reward to Aimma-e-Mazahib-e-Arba’ah and 
Salasil-e-Arba’ah particularly including Sayyiduna Imam A’zam Sayyiduna 

Ghaus-e-A’zam An Sayyiduna Mujaddid A’zam Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 

c^jJi&s^ssU, Sayyidi-o-Murshidi Qutb-e-Madinah Maulana Ziyauddin Madani 
my honourable parents, Mufti-e-Dawat-e-Islami Al-Haj, Al-Hafiz Muhammad Faruq 
Al-‘Attar! Al-Madani ^1 Jji Iaa? Bulbul-e-Rauza-e-Rasul Haji Muhammad Mushtaq 

‘Attar! all those deceased Islamic brothers and sisters who were associated 

with Dawat-e-Islami and every Muslim jinn and human. Ya Allah js-sS*-! Particularly convey 
its reward to every such male and female preacher of Dawat-e-Islami who gets the 
privilege of giving two Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat (volume 1) daily for at least 40 days. 

{Lj ol (yS\ 


11 Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, 1427 A.H. 
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Translator's Notes 


Dear Islamic brothers! Dawat-e-Islami’s Majlis-e-Tarajim, a department responsible for 
reproducing the books and booklets of Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat founder of Dawat-e-Islami ‘Allamah 
Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi **lU 3 i into various languages of 

the world, is pleased to present the book ‘Faizan-e-Sunnat’ in English under the title of ‘Blessings 
ofSunnah.’ 

Although any translation is inevitably a form of interpretation, we have tried our level best to 
convey the thought of the author in its true sense. To facilitate the pronunciation of Arabic 
letters, a transliteration chart has been added. Terms of Islamic Jurisprudence have not been 
translated as a caution because in most cases, an English word cannot be a full substitute of an 
Islamic term. However, a glossary has been given at the end of the book, elaborating Islamic 
terms. For the convenience of the Islamic brothers and sisters who will be delivering Dars from 
this book, a brief chapter containing forty Ahadls regarding the excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 
has also been added. Further, an index and a bibliography have also been given. 

This translation has been accomplished by the grace of Almighty Allah j«5s by the favour of His 
Noble Prophet and the spiritual support of our great Shaykh, the founder of 

Dawat-e-Islami, ‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi * 4 ^ 55 ^ 13 . 
If there is any shortcoming in this work, it may be a human error on the part of the Translation 
Majlis, not that of the author of the original book. Therefore, if you find any mistake in it, kindly 
notify us of it in writing at the following postal or email address with the intention of earning 
reward (Sawab). 


Majlis-e-Tarajim (Translation department) 

Alami Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madinah Mahallah Saudagran, 
Purani Sabzi Mandi, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, Pakistan 
Phone: S +92-21-34921389, 90, 91 
Email: H translation@dawateislami.net 
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Blessings of «J_!!^_1 j 


The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs^bssfejtiSfiiii J* has stated, ‘The one who sends Salat upon me one time, Allah JsA*- will 
shower mercy upon him ten times.’ (Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, pp. 175, Hadis 408) 

jSj£ (Jp (JUo alii JlAj <Jp 1^1As 


Endeavour remains unfinished 

The Prophet of Rahmafi, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah 

has stated, ‘Any important work which is started without (reciting) ^)\ i y-^\ Ail 

remains unfinished.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 26) 


Keep on reciting ALl!^ 

Dear Islamic brothers! Before eating anything, drinking water or any beverage, serving 
food and water to others, putting things down, picking things up, washing, cooking, 
reciting, studying, teaching, walking, driving, standing up, sitting down, turning on the 
light or the fan, laying or removing the dining mat, folding or spreading the bed sheet, 
opening or closing the shop, locking or unlocking, applying oil or perfume, delivering a 
speech, reciting a Na’at, adorning one’s head with turban, wearing shoes, opening or 
closing the door, that is to say, before starting any permissible act (when there is no Shar’I 
prohibition), it is of great virtue to make a habit of reciting A 1 ' attaining 

its blessings. 
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Protection of things from jinns 

Sayyiduna Safwan Bin Sulaym a&jkSgbi has stated, ‘Jinns use the things and clothes of 
human beings. Whenever anyone of you picks up clothes (to put on) or puts them down 
(after taking them off), he should recite <UJ! p A because the name of Allah JaAa will be 
a seal for it.’ (In other words, by virtue of the recitation of <>JJt ^ A, jinns will not be able 
to use the clothes). (Luqt-ul-Marjan, pp. 98) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Similarly, whilst picking up or putting down anything, one should 
make a habit of reciting ^ he will remain safe from the involvement of 

wicked jinns, 

(Jp (JUo all! <Jp 1^1 


Recite aii!^ correctly 

When reciting all! ^ one must ensure that every letter is pronounced from 

its correct point of articulation. Furthermore, if there is no noise interference, it is also 
essential that the voice be loud enough for the reciter to hear it. Some people mispronounce 
letters due to haste. It is prohibited to do this deliberately. If the meaning becomes 
distorted [due to mispronunciation] it will be a sin. 

Hence those who recite incorrectly due to the habit of reciting hastily should rectify 
their pronunciation and recitation. If there is no specific reason for reciting complete 
ail! one may also recite just aJJ! p_Li. 


Excitement prevailed 

Sayyiduna Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah ais. jus i <&a has stated, ‘When pia-Jl! jAA-yl! ail! ^ was 
revealed, the clouds rushed towards the east, the winds became still, the ocean turned 
turbulent, the quadruped listened attentively, the devils were stoned from the skies, and 
Allah JsA*- said, ‘I swear by My Honour and Majesty! I will bless the thing with which 
pl=-yl! jAA-yJI ail! pJLa is recited.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 26) 
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fZ^)\ { yiJ^\ All is a portion of the 30 th verse of Surah An-Naml in the 19 th part. It is also 
a complete Quranic verse revealed for separation between two Surahs [of the Holy Quran]. 

(HalbT KabTr, pp. 307) 


Comprehensiveness of the letter in 

Allah has revealed scriptures and books to some of His Prophets vi&ji mAl. The 
number of these scriptures and books total 104. Out of these, 50 scriptures were revealed 
to Sayyiduna Shis 30 to Sayyiduna Idris jx and 10 to 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Further, prior to the revelation of the Tawrat, 10 

scriptures were revealed to Sayyiduna Musa as well. In addition, four 

major holy books were also revealed: 

1. The holy Tawrat was revealed to Sayyiduna Musa 

2. The holy Zabur was revealed to Sayyiduna Dawud 

3. The holy Injil was revealed to Sayyiduna Isa -5 Lsji 

4. The Holy Quran was revealed to the Most Noble Prophet Muhammad JU^sssfeJfaSaisiJ*. 

(Al-Ihsan bittartlb Sahih Ibn Hibban, vol. 1, pp. 288) (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 1, pp. 222) 

The content of all these books and scriptures are included in the Holy Quran and the 
summary of the entire Quran is present in Surah Al-Fatihah. The summary of Surah 
Al-Fatihah is contained in jLA-jM Ail ^ while that of As' ^ is within its 

letter V’. It implies 6y4=A U 6^=4 Qj ^ o& 13, ‘ Whatever there is, is only from Me (i.e. 
from Allah J«5y) and whatever there will be, will be only from Me (i.e. from Allah JsAy).’ 

(Al-Majalis-us-Saniyyah, pp. 3) 

(Jp (JUo ahl c-JLaM 


Ism-e-A’zam 

It is reported by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas jiiS abi that Amlr-ul-Muminln 
Sayyiduna ‘Usman Ibn ‘Affan asked the Holy Prophet about (the 
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excellence of) pH- The Holy Prophet itsSibi j* replied, ‘It is one of 

the names of Allah and is as close to the Ism-e-A’zam of Allah j*s>£- as the blackness 
of the eye is to its whiteness.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 1, pp. 738, Hadis 2071) 

Prayer made with Ism-e-A’zam is answered 

Dear Islamic brothers! There are many virtues of Ism-e-A’zam and the Du’a made with 
it is accepted. The respected father of A’la Hadrat, Rals-ul-Mutakallimln, Maulana 
Naqi ‘All Khan has stated, ‘Some scholars have said that cr-H'H Ai' ^ is 

Ism-e-A’zam. The honourable Ghaus Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani has narrated 

that 4_I_H (when recited) by the tongue of an ‘Arif is like the word (i.e. be) from 
divine words.’ ( Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 6) 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to have blessings in our righteous and permissible acts, 
we should recite ^=H)\ pH before we do them. If you aspire to develop the habit 

of reciting Ail ^ prior to every permissible act, travel routinely with the 

Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami in the company of the devotees of 
Rasul. j£- aL iS_ksJT ! There are many instances where the problems of the Islamic brothers 
travelling with Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam Qafilahs have been solved by virtue of making 
Du’a during Madam Qafilahs. 

Crooked nose 

Here is a summary of the incident of an Islamic brother. He has stated, ‘The bone of my 
nose was crooked. I also had prolonged headache and eye pain. I had intended to undergo 
an operation in Nishtar Medical Hospital situated in Madlna-tul-Auliya, Multan. 
Fortunately, I was privileged to travel to Pakpattan with a Sunnah-Inspiring Madam 
Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami in the company of the devotees of Rasul. 

I had already heard that the prayers made during Madam Qafilahs are answered, so I 
prayed to Allah in these words, ‘O Allah By virtue of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam 
Qafilah, straighten my nose bone!’ A few days after the Madam Qafilah, I looked in the 

1 An ‘Arif is the one possessing the gnosis of divine attributes. 
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mirror and was overjoyed to notice that my nose was no longer crooked but had been 
straightened and was completely normal by the blessing of the Du’a made during the 
Madani Qafilah in the company of the devotees of Rasul!’ 


Sikhnay Sunnatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Luinay rahmatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Laynay ko barakatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Pao gey rahatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 


To learn Sunnahs, travel with Madani Qafilah; 

To reap mercies, travel with Madani Qafilah 
To gain blessings, travel with Madani Qafilah, 
To get tranquillity, travel with Madani Qafilah 




Dear Islamic brothers! Without doubt, the Du’a made by travellers is accepted, and the 
Du’a made by the traveller of the path of Allah in the company of the devotees of Rasul 
is obviously more likely to be accepted. 

Describing the factors that may well lead to the acceptance of Du’a, the honourable 
father of A’la Hadrat, Maulana NaqI ‘All Khan has stated on page 57 of his 

marvellous book ‘Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, ‘The gatherings of the Auliya and ‘Ulama (i.e. the Du’a 
made in the gathering or closeness of any Islamic saint or Sunni scholar is accepted).’ 

Adding a footnote to this, A’la Hadrat has stated referring to scholarly saints, 

‘Allah JsAt says in an authentic Hadis QudsI, ^ r® These are those in 

whose company one is not ill-fated. , 


b^> 4— c. <c-Ug<1 Ld jl£-U_j! b 4 jLo j 


(A moment spent in the company of the honourable friends of Allah is better than a 
hundred years of sincere worship). 
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Whether a saint is apparently alive or is resting in his blessed shrine, his nearness is a 
means of the acceptance of Du’a. The leader of millions of Shafi’i brothers, Sayyiduna 
Imam Shafi’i has stated, ‘Whenever I am in need of something, I offer 2 Rak’at 

Salah, pay a visit to the blessed shrine of Imam A’zam Abu Hanlfah tfcjbsjAkfv and make 
Du’a there. [By virtue of this] Allah fulfils my need.’ (Al-Khayrat-ul-Hisan, pp. 230) 


Saintly miracle of A’la Hadrat 4 *- 4 \ 

This shows that at the shrines of saints Du’as are accepted, pleas are listened to and 
desires are fulfilled. In his own words, A’la Hadrat las? has related his personal 

incident which took place when he was a young man of 21 years. He has stated, 

‘On 17 th Rabl’-ul-Akhir 1293 A.H., when I was 21 years of age, I was fortunate enough to 
visit the blessed shrine of the eminent saint Mahbub-e-Ilahl, Nizam-ul-Haq Waddln, 
Sultan-ul-Auliya Jfcs s&i along with my honourable father and Shaykh Maulana 
Muhammad ‘Abdul Qadir Badayuni 

Outside, there was offensive and disturbing activity all around the blessed shrine. It was 
so noisy and deafening that one could hardly hear anything else. Both the dignified saints, 
with their peaceful hearts, entered the sacred chamber of the shrine where the tomb of 
Sultan-ul-Auliya was situated and occupied themselves. 

I, disturbed by the noise of the evil activities, stood at the blessed doorstep and requested 
in the court of Sultan-ul-Auliya s&i ‘O my Master! These noises are causing 
hindrance to what this servant has come here for.’ Then, reciting -cJJI I placed my 
right foot inside the blessed chamber and, by the grace of Almighty Allah J«S£, the noise 
was no more. I thought that people had perhaps become silent but as I turned around, I 
saw the same immoral activities go on there. When I placed my foot outside the chamber, 
there was the same noise again. 

Reciting p_ls’ I placed my right foot inside the blessed chamber again. By the grace 
of Allah JkAs the noise was no more again. I then realized that this was a divinely- 
bestowed saintly miracle of Sultan-ul-Auliya and mercy and assistance for me, 

a worthless servant. 
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Expressing gratitude, I entered the blessed chamber and occupied myself. Until I 
remained there, I did not hear any noise. When I came out, I was disturbed by the same 
noisy environment, even facing difficulty in getting to my accommodation situated at 
some distance from the blessed shrine. I have mentioned this incident of mine with 
some righteous intentions. Firstly, it was a divine favour for me, and Allah Js-sS^ has said 
regarding His favours: 



And proclaim the favours of your Rab abundantly. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Ad-Duha, verse 11) 


In addition, this contains glad tidings for the devotees of blessed saints and causes 
trouble for those who deny. O Allah Js-sS^! For the sake of Your beloved ones jfeMiii 
grant us the unlimited blessings of Your beloved saints Jtsjaiji in this world, in the 
Hereafter, in the grave, and on the Day of Judgement.’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 60) 




Dear Islamic brothers! This is a parable of Delhi, the city of 22 saints. This incident 
contains a saintly miracle of Khuwajah Mahbub-e-Ilahi, Nizamuddln Auliya 
as well as that of A’la Hadrat When A’la Hadrat stepped into the 

chamber where the blessed tomb was situated, he would not hear the noise of drum¬ 
beating and other musical instruments. 

We have also learnt from this parable that even if some ignorant people are committing 
such acts not allowed by Shari’ah at the shrines of the Auliya [saints] and we are unable 
to prevent them, we should not still deprive ourselves of visiting the blessed shrines of 
Auliya. However, it is Wajib to abstain from getting involved in these evil acts and to 
consider them evil in our heart. One should even refrain from looking at such things. 
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Mysterious old man and black jinn 

Once, in the pleasant atmosphere of Masjid-un-Nabawi Sayyiduna ‘Umar 

Faruq A’zam and some other honourable companions were having a discussion 

about the excellence of the Holy Quran. During the discussion, Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bin 
Ma’dikarib politely said, ‘O leader of believers! Why don’t you talk about the 

marvels of pty I swear by Allah ^ is a great marvel.’ 

Sitting up straight, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam responded, ‘O Abu Saur! 

(This was the Kunyah 1 of Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bin Ma’dikarib) Please tell us about any such 
marvel.’ Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bin Ma’dikarib said, ‘A severe famine once occurred 

during (the pre-Islamic era) of ignorance. In search of food I passed by a jungle. From 
some distance, I caught sight of a tent. Near the tent was a horse and some cattle. As I 
went closer, I saw that inside the tent was a beautiful woman and an elderly man who 
was sitting leaning against something. 

Threatening the old man, I said, ‘Give me whatever you have!’ He replied, ‘O man! If 
you need any hospitality from us, then please come. If you need help, we will help you.’ I 
said, ‘Stop making things up and give me whatever you have.’ The old man hardly 
managed to stand up and, reciting pounced on me. In no time, he 

threw me down on the ground, sitting on my chest and then said, ‘Now tell me, shall I 
kill you or leave you?’ I replied fearfully, ‘Leave me,’ Hearing this, he got off my chest. 

Rebuking myself, I said inwardly, ‘O ‘Amr! You are a famous horseman of Arabia. To 
run away after being overpowered by this weak and old man is a cowardly and unmanly 
act; it is better to be killed than to be faced with this humiliation.’ Thus, I threatened him 
again, ‘Give me whatever you have!’ Hearing this, the mysterious old man attacked me 
again reciting ^ pH- In an instant, he threw me down on the ground, jumped 

onto my chest and said, ‘Tell me, shall I kill you or release you?’ I replied, ‘Please forgive 
me,’ so he released me again. But then, I did the same once again threatening him and 
demanding his possessions. 


Kunyah - patronymic appellation 
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Reciting AJ' p-A he once again attacked and overpowered me. I again pleaded, 

‘Please release me,’ but he replied, ‘This is for the third time. I will not release you so 
easily now.’ Saying this, he called out, ‘O girl! Bring me the sharp sword.’ She brought 
the sword with which he cut hair from the front of my head, and then released me. 

It was customary among the Arabs to cut hair from the front of the head of a defeated 
person, indicating that the person has been defeated in a fight. The defeated person 
would be ashamed of facing his family until his front hair grew again. Therefore, I had to 
stay there for an entire year serving the mysterious old man. After the year ended, the 
old man took me to a valley where he recited jlA-pl Ail aloud. Immediately all 
birds came out of their nests and flew away. When he recited it again, all beasts came out 
of their hideouts and went away. As he recited it aloud for the third time, a frightening 
black jinn in woollen clothes, as tall as a date tree trunk, suddenly appeared. Seeing the 
jinn, I felt a shiver of fear run through me. 

Addressing me, the mysterious old man said, ‘O ‘Amr! Pluck up the courage. If the jinn 
overpowers me, just say that my companion will win next time by virtue of A 1 ' 

Thereafter, the mysterious old man and the black jinn wrestled with each other. The old 
man lost and the black jinn overpowered him. Seeing this, I said, ‘Next time my companion 
will win because of Lat and ‘Uzza (i.e. the names of two idols of unbelievers).’ 

Hearing this, the mysterious old man slapped me on the face so hard that I lost my 
senses for a moment and felt as if my head would be separated from my body. Apologizing 
to him I assured him of not doing so again. Both of them started fighting again. This 
time, the mysterious old man held the black jinn down, so I exclaimed, ‘My companion 
has won by the blessings of Ail ^!’ 

As soon as I said this, the mysterious old man sank the jinn into the ground like a piece 
of wood, cut his belly open, pulled out something similar to a lantern and told me, 
‘O ‘Amr! This is his deception and unbelief.’ I asked the mysterious old man, ‘What is 
the story about you and the black jinn?’ He replied, ‘A non-Muslim jinn was my friend. 
Every year a jinn from his community fights me, and Allah blesses me with victory 
by virtue of ^X 
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We then went ahead and reached a place where the mysterious old man fell asleep. 
Seizing the opportunity, I snatched his sword and struck his legs so hard that they 
became separated from his body. He screamed out, ‘O deceiver! You have brutally 
deceived me!’ I didn’t give him a chance to recover and struck him repeatedly, butchering 
him into pieces. When I returned to the tent, the girl asked, ‘O ‘Amr, what about the 
fight with the jinn?’ I replied, ‘The jinns have killed the old man.’ She responded, ‘You 
are a liar! O disloyal person! The jinns haven’t killed him but you have killed him!’ 
Having said this, she began to weep desperately and recited 5 Arabic couplets whose 
translation is as follows: 

1. O my eyes! Shed tears for that horseman who was brave and bold. 

2. O ‘Amr! You should be regretting about your life because your friend has lost his 
life. 

3. And (O ‘Amr! After you have killed your friend with your own hands) how can you 
strut in front of (your tribe) Bani Zubaydah and the unbelievers? 

4. I swear by my age! (O ‘Amr!) If you were a true warrior (that is, if you had manly 
fought him without deception) then his sharp sword would have indeed killed you. 

5. May the real King (Allah iA) give you a disgraceful and ugly return (for your 
crime) and may you live a disgraceful and appalling life (in the same way as you 
have treated your friend disgracefully). 

Furious, I advanced to kill her, but astonishingly she disappeared from my sight as if the 
earth had swallowed her! (Luqt-ul-Marjan, pp. 141) 

ijp (JUo all! (Jp IjL*? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the amazing blessings of ^)\ Ail p&? In order 
to attain these blessings, travel with Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam Qafilahs in the company 
of the devotees of Rasul. Your problems will amazingly be solved and you 

will be helped from Ghayb by the grace and bounties of Allah JmX 
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Virtuous intention leads to destination 

A MadanI Qafilah of the devotees of Rasul travelled to Kapadvanj (Gujrat, India). 
During the area visit to call people towards righteousness, the participants of the Qafilah 
came across a drinker. Making individual effort, the devotees of Rasul requested him to 
accompany them to the Masjid. 

Impressed by the polite and humble manners of the Islamic brothers whose heads were 
adorned with green turbans, he joined them immediately. By the blessings of the company 
of the devotees of Rasul, he repented of his sins, grew a beard, adorned his head with the 
crown of a green turban and developed a mindset of wearing MadanI dress. He travelled 
with a MadanI Qafilah for 6 days, and made the intention of travelling for further 92 
days, but didn’t have the expenses for the travel. 

One day, he met a relative of his. The relative was astonished to see that a notorious 
person of society and a drinker had transformed remarkably, growing a beard and 
wearing a MadanI dress with a green turban on his head. He was told that travelling with 
a MadanI Qafilah had caused this great positive change in his life and he had also made a 
firm intention of travelling with a 92-day MadanI Qafilah but could not travel for the 
time being due to financial constraint. His relative responded, ‘Don’t worry about money. 
Not only will I provide the expenses of the 92-day MadanI Qafilah but will also provide 
for his family for 92 days.’ In this way, the brother travelled with a MadanI Qafilah for 
92 days. 


Ghaybi imdad ho, ghar bhi abad ho 
Rizq kay dar khulayn, barakatayn bhi milayn 
Chal kay khud daykh layn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Lutf-e-Haq daykh layn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 

Help from Ghayb will arrive and home will thrive 
Door of sustenance will open and blessings will shower 
Experience it in person, travel with Madani Qafilah 
See divine bounty, travel with Madani Qafilah 
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Five Madam pearls 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr Bin ‘As ’<&■ Jt* has stated, ‘If a person adopts five 

habits, he will be privileged in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife: 

1. To recite M <J^4j Ml sty M from time to time. 

2. To recite Atytty j if) and ^IkAI ^1 AlU Ml. sjl Mj jj*-M in trouble (i.e. illness, 
suffering a loss or on hearing news of any adversity). 

3. To recite o^ull A>j *4 as gratitude on gaining any favour. 

4. To recite ri before starting any (permissible) act. 

5. To recite 1 ^ty tyjy'j ^4' _4?A£4lin case of the occurrence of a sin. 

(Al-Munabbihat, pp. 58) 


Charity analogous to status 

A renowned exegetist of Hadis and Quran Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has 

stated, ‘In ^LApI j4A-}ll Ail Allah Js-sS^ has mentioned His 2 attributes of mercy (i.e. 

and ,4^3) with His self-name (i.e. Allah) because it (i.e. Allah) has formidability, 
whereas and 4?-3 have mercy. 

When people heard the name ‘Allah JsAs-’ even the pious dared not ask anything but when 
they heard the names and 4-=4 even the sinners and wrongdoers were encouraged 
to implore Allah Js-sSa It is indeed a fact that no one can utter a single word at the time 
of His wrath while everyone can rejoice at the time of His mercy. In relation to this, 
there is a wonderful incident mentioned in Tafslr Kablr. A beggar once reached the 
luxuriously decorated door of a very wealthy person’s house and begged for something 
but was given something cheap and insignificant. Taking it, the beggar left. 

1 Translation: I repent to Allah JAA- the Most Magnificent, seeking forgiveness from Him. 
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The next day, he came again with a big spade in his hands and started to dig the ground 
beneath the door. Seeing this, the owner of the house shouted, ‘What are you doing?’ 
The beggar replied, ‘Either give charity according to the beauty of your door or make 
your door according to the charity you have given.’ That is to say, since you have made 
such a splendid door, indicating that you are a wealthy person, it is necessary for you to 
give more charity compared to others. We sinful beggars also implore, ‘O Allah 
Bless us with bounties, not according to our worth and value, but according to Your 
generosity and kindness. Without doubt, we are sinners, but Your attribute of forgiveness 
is much greater than our sins.’ (Tafsir-e-NaTmi, pp. 40,parti) 


Gunah-e-gada ka hisab kya woh agarcheh lakh say hayn siwa 
Magar ay ‘Ajfu Tayray ‘afw ka na hisab hay na shumar hay 


Though there is no measure of the sins of this servant 
O the Most Forgiving, Your mercy is beyond measurement 




Dear Islamic brothers! Allah is indeed and The one pinning his hopes on 
divine mercy expecting good from Allah Js-sS^ can never be deprived of the mercy of 
Allah and will succeed in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. 

Parable of mercy 

It is stated on page 38 of the first part of Tafsir Na’imi that there were two brothers. One 
of them was pious while the other was a sinner. When the sinful brother was on his 
deathbed, the pious brother said to him, ‘See, I always admonished and advised you but 
you did not give up sins. Tell me what would happen to you now?’ The sinful brother 
replied, ‘If, on the Judgement Day, Allah allowed my mother to decide my fate, where 
would she send me, to Paradise or to Hell?’ The pious brother replied, ‘Mother will, of 
course, send you to Paradise.’ The sinful brother responded, ‘My Allah Js-sS^ is more 
merciful than even my mother.’ Saying this, he passed away. 
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At night, the elder brother had a dream in which he saw his deceased brother in a very 
peaceful and comfortable state, so he asked the reason of his forgiveness. The deceased 
brother replied, ‘The very words I had uttered at the time of my death brought about the 
forgiveness of all of my sins.’ 

May Allah Js-sfs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


Hum gunahgaraun pay Tayri meharbam chahiye 
Sab gunah dhul jayain gayn, rahmat ka pam chahiye 


For us lowly sinners, Your favour is required 
All sins will be washed away; rain of mercy is required 




Dear Islamic brothers! Indeed the mercy of Allah is immense. Even a single word 
uttered by a person can lead him to absolution or damnation. As mentioned in the above 
parable, a single sentence brought about the absolution of a sinner. Likewise, if a person 
utters explicit words of Kufr [unbelief] and dies without repenting, he will face eternal 
damnation in Hell. 

An excellent way of protecting oneself from damnation and attaining absolution is to 
travel in the company of the devotees of Rasul with the Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs 
of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah. 
Even if the one who has made a firm intention of travelling is unable to travel for some 
reason, he will still gain its blessings, Listen to the faith-refreshing parable 

of a fortunate person who had made an intention to travel with a Madam Qafilah. 

Swing in garden 

Impressed by the ‘area visit to call people towards righteousness’ being carried out in an 
area of Hyderabad (Sindh, Pakistan), a modern young man attended the Masjid where 
he listened to a Sunnah-Inspiring speech during which the attendees were encouraged to 
travel with Madam Qafilahs. Expressing his willingness to travel with a Madam Qafilah, 
the young man also got his name registered. 
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A few days before his departure with the Madani Qafilah, he passed away. Someone 
from his family had a dream in which he saw the deceased swing cheerfully in a beautiful 
lush green garden. The dreaming person asked, ‘How did you get here?’ He replied, ‘I 
have got here with the Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami! Allah has blessed me 
greatly. Please ask my mother not to grieve for me as I am very comfortable here.’ 

Khuld mayn hoga hamara dakhilah is shan say 
Yd Rasulallah t*ii j* ka na’rah lagatay jayain gayn 

Whilst entering Paradise with glory, 

We will be chanting the slogan ‘Yd Rasulallah 


By Shari’ah, the dream of a non-Prophet is not a proof. We should, therefore, hope for 
the mercy of Allah JsAs- and fear His Hidden Plan as well. All this depends upon the will 
of Allah If He Js-sS^ wills, He can punish a person for even a single sin, and if 
He Js-sffc wills, He can bestow His grace on a person by virtue of a single deed of piety or 
He JsAt may forgive someone solely by virtue of His mercy and grace. The Most Merciful 
Allah JisSi says in part 24, Surah Az-Zumar, verse 53: 


\^jJ\ 



You proclaim, ‘O My servants who have wronged themselves! Do not give up hope of the 
mercy of Allah indeed Allah J«5*- forgives all sins; indeed only He JmS*- is the Most 

Forgiving, the Most Merciful.’ 


[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 
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The following incident is reported in Bukhari, the most authentic book of Ahadis: 

Murderer of 100 people was forgiven 

A person from Bani Israil had murdered 99 people. He approached a Christian monk 
and asked, ‘Is there any way of repentance for me, a grave sinner?’ The monk’s (response) 
disappointed him so he murdered the monk as well but he became regretful again and 
visited different people to find a way of repentance. Eventually, someone suggested that 
he go to a certain town (where he could seek the help of a Wall of Allah). Therefore, he 
set off for that town but fell severely ill on the way. When he was close to his death he 
turned his chest towards that town and then died. 

At the time of taking away him (i.e. his soul) a disagreement arose between the angels of 
mercy and those of punishment. Allah commanded the part of the earth (i.e. the 
distance) between the deceased and the town to reduce in length so that (the town) is 
closer to him. He also commanded the part of the earth between the place from 
where he had set off and the place where he had died to lengthen in distance. He 
then ordered the measurement (of the two distances). 

(After the measurement) The deceased was found to have been one hand span closer to 
the town, SO Allah Js-sS^ forgave him. (SahTh Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 466, Hadis 3470) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
ijp (JUo alii c-JLiM <Jp l^Lszs 


Dear Islamic brothers! As clear from the above parable, it is a very virtuous act to visit 
the Auliya of Allah and make their town the Qiblah of one’s soul, with reverence. Rejoice 
at the mercy of Allah who has forgiven the murderer of 100 people merely by virtue of 
His mercy. If Allah Js-sS^ also showers His mercy on the fortunate young man who had 
intended to travel with a Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah in the company of the 
devotees of Rasul, then this is also His immense mercy. Indeed Allah Js-sS^ is omnipotent. 

It is my Madam suggestion that one should always remain associated with Dawat-e-Islami. 

One will attain success in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. Words 
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cannot express the blessings of the MadanI environment of Dawat-e-Islami! Indeed, the 
company of the devotees of Rasul bears fruit. Not only does one attain blessings in his 
life but also at the time of his demise. Sometimes, the devotees of Rasul meet their death 
in an enviable way. Here is the account of one such enviable demise: 

Enviable demise 

Muhammad Waslm ‘Attari from North Karachi, Bab-ul-Madlnah used to visit Sag-e- 
Madlnah 1 . He suffered from hand cancer that resulted in the amputation of his hand. An 
Islamic brother from his area has stated, ‘Brother Waslm was in severe agony. I visited 
him at hospital and said in a consoling tone, ‘O devotee! Don’t grieve over the amputation 
of your left hand; AtA^sJ, your right hand is safe, and the greatest privilege is that 
your Iman (faith) is also safe, I found him very patient, JAJs-A;; H e just 

kept on smiling. He even rose from his bed and came outside to say me farewell. 

Gradually, the pain in his hand was relieved but another ordeal lay in store for him. 
Fluid accumulated in his lungs, causing him severe pain and agony again. His condition 
deteriorated as the days passed. Eventually, one day, his pain intensified; he started 
making Zikr of Allah JAsX The room remained echoing all day with the sounds of the 
Zikr of ‘Allah, Allah.’ He was in a seriously critical condition and was asked to be taken 
to hospital but he refused. His paternal grandmother embraced him affectionately. He 
recited Kalimah Tayyibah All Hj£- All Al ail and the soul of the 22-year old 
Muhammad Waslm ‘Attari left his body, aAl III j Ai 111. 

When the deceased was being carried for Ghusl (ritual bathing) the cloth from over his 
face slid away, exposing his rose-like blooming face. After the Ghusl, his face became 
even more handsome and radiant. After the burial, the devotees of Rasul were reciting 
Na’ats when a pleasant fragrance emanated from his grave, refreshing the senses of those 
present. A family member of the deceased dreamt that the late Muhammad Waslm 
Attari was in a room adorned with flowers. The dreaming person asked, ‘Where are you 
living?’ Pointing towards the room, he replied, ‘This is my home and I am very happy 
here.’ He then reclined on a beautifully decorated bed. 

1 Amlr-e-Alil-e-Sunnat refers to himself as ‘Sag-e-Madlnah’ out of humbleness. 

[Translator’s Note] 




Faizan-e-Sunnat 


18 


The father of the deceased also dreamt that he was present by the grave of Muhammad 
Wasim Attari. All of a sudden, the grave opened and the deceased emerged from it with 
a beautiful green turban on his head and a white shroud on his body. A little conversation 
took place between the two. He then entered the grave which closed again. 

May Allah J«5£- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

O Allah Js-sM Forgive me, the deceased and the Ummah of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet Jiasiii j*. Bless us all with steadfastness in the Madani environment of 

Dawat-e-Islami and with the privilege of making Zikr and reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi ,4# 
as well as Kalimah Tayyibah at the time of our death. 

‘AsT hun, maghfirat ki Du ’aeyn hazar do 
Na’at-e-NabTsuna kay lahad mayn utar do 

Make thousands of supplications for my forgiveness as I am a sinner 
Recite Na’at of Beloved Prophet while laying me in grave, O brother 


To say ‘do is prohibited 

Some (Urdu-speaking) people say, ‘Do <UlJI ‘Let’s do -UJI j!’ or ‘I have done 
4-LJ1 p-1;!’ When traders sell the first item of the day, some of them call it a_LJI For 
example, some say, ‘My <UJI ^Ls hasn’t yet taken place this morning!’ All above phrases 
are wrong expressions. Similarly, if a person comes whilst another person is eating, the 
eating person often says to him, ‘Come and eat with me.’ The common reply on this 
occasion is, ‘-UJI or ‘do -UJI 

It is stated in Bahar-e-Shanat, part 16, page 32, ‘Scholars have strictly prohibited saying 
p-A; on such an occasion in the above expressions.’ However, one may say like this, 
‘Recite oJj| and eat.’ It is better to say supplicatory words on such occasions, like 
Is! il \jG (May Allah bless us and you ) or one can also say it in his mother 

tongue, ‘May Allah bless you.’ 
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When is it Kufr to recite 

4_jJI p-ls should never ever be recited before a Haram and impermissible act. It is stated 
in ‘Fatawa ‘Alamgln that it is Kufr to say <UJ| p_Ls when consuming alcohol, fornicating 
or gambling. (Fatawa 'AlamgTrl, vol. 2,pp. 273) 

Angels keep on recording virtues 

It is narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ais-jiss alsi^ that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah JUs*. has stated, ‘O Abu Hurayrah 
(ai£.jbs*iii ^<y)\ When you make Wudu, recite ku iliAj ^ as your angels (i.e. Kiraman 
and Katibin) will continue to record virtues for you for as long as your Wudu exists.’ 

(TabaranT SaghTr, vol. 1, pp. 73, Hadis 186) 


Virtue for every step 

If a person recites <*-0 and when mounting an animal, one virtue will be 

recorded for him (i.e. the rider) for every step the animal takes. (Tafsu-e-Na’imi, vol. 1, pp. 42) 

Virtues when sailing on ship 

If a person recites <UlJI and when boarding a ship, virtues will continuously 

be recorded for him for as long as he is on board. (TafsTr-e-Na’mT, vol. 1, pp. 42) 

Dear Islamic brothers! The virtues of pH are too numerous to mention. 

The one reading or listening to its virtues feels like reciting A 1 ' pH all the time. 

However, one can only gain this privilege if graced by Allah Js-sK By the bestowment of 
Allah JmSs one of the ways of developing the habit of reciting Ail ^ is to 

make individual effort on each other remaining associated with the Madam environment 
of Dawat-e-Islami. Indeed, individual effort has always played a vital role in Islamic preaching. 
All the Prophets -ini including our Beloved Prophet Muhammad J&stfcij* 

have made individual effort, calling people towards absolution. 
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The preachers of Dawat-e-Islami are also acting upon the Sunnah of making 
individual effort, brightening the candle of Prophet’s devotion in the hearts of people. 
Sometimes, these preachers write to me as regards the blessings of their individual effort. 

Individual effort inspired driver 

Here is a summary of a letter I received from a devotee of Rasul. In order to attend the 
weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami which is held every Thursday-night, 
thousands of Islamic brothers come to the Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami, Faizan-e- 
Madlnah, Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi, via buses which are parked at a particular place. 

While passing the parking area, I noticed that a bus-driver was smoking opium listening 
to songs in his empty bus. I met the driver politely. By the blessing of the 

meeting, he immediately turned the cassette player off and extinguished the opium-filled 
cigarette either. With a smile, I gave him a Sunnafi-Inspiring speech audio-cassette namely 
‘The First Night in Grave which he played instantly. I also sat with him to listen to the 
speech as listening to speech with others is a useful way to persuade them. 

Impressed by listening to the speech, he repented of his sins and came to Falzan-e-Madlnah 
with me to attend the Ijtima’. 

(Jp (JUo alll (Jp 


Gift of speech-cassettes 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize how effective and useful individual effort is! We 
should preach to every Muslim individually and persuade them to offer Salah. Whenever 
you come to attend the Ijtima’ etc. by bus or wagon, you should request the driver as 
well as the conductor to attend the Ijtima’. If they do not get prepared, give them a 
Cd/Dvd/ audio cassette with a request to listen to it. Take the cassette back from them 
after they have listened and give another cassette. 

Make every possible effort to take song Cds/Dvds/ cassettes from them and get speeches 
dubbed into those cassettes and then return them. In this way, at least a few sinful cassettes 
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will be wiped out, JktStdM-i&i. One should never give up making individual effort and 
advising others. Allah has said in Surah Az-Zariyat, verse 55 part 27: 

And advise, for advice benefits the Muslims. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 


Reward is certain even if others do not accept advice 

Even if someone does not accept what we preach to him, we will still be rewarded 
for calling him towards righteousness, JJLfeTLs, &i. Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam 
Muhammad Ghazall has stated in ‘Mukashafa-tul-Qulub\ ‘Sayyiduna Musa 

^isJbsjLjJi«u.iU|^de- once humbly asked, ‘O Allah 6*sSA What is the reward for the person 
who calls his brother, ordering him to do righteous deeds and preventing him from 
evil?’ Allah Js-sS^ said, ‘For every sentence he utters, I record (for him) the reward of 
one year’s worship, and I have Haya (shyness) to punish him in Hell.’ (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, 
pp. 48) 


Better than kingship of entire world 

If someone is inspired to offer Salah and adopt Sunnah by virtue of the individual effort 
made by you, you will also be greatly rewarded. The Holy Prophet J* has 

stated, ‘(If) Allah blesses someone with (true) guidance by you, it is better than the 
kingship of the entire world for you.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghlr, pp. 444, Hadis 7219) 

Lethal poison turned harmless 

Some fire worshippers once asked Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Walld xzjbs&hic&r to show them 
any such sign that would make the truthfulness of Islam evident to them. He 
asked for a deadly poison. After the poison was brought, he recited 
and consumed it. 
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By the blessings of 4-L-N the deadly poison caused him no harm. Seeing this, the 
fire worshippers spontaneously proclaimed, ‘Islam is the truest religion.’ (TafsTr KabTr, 
vol. 1, pp. 155) 

j ^ JUS alii Ijli 


Dear Islamic brothers! As the above parable shows, by reciting Ail ^ before 

eating and drinking anything, one remains safe from the harmful ingredients of the food 
(if any) besides attaining a great reward in the Hereafter, JAA kbkC-a&l. 

This incident of the poison not harming Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Walld zizjkszbia** is also 
found in other books with some slight changes; it is also possible that this saintly miracle 
may have taken place more than once. 

Lethal poison 

When Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Walld «£.j(sSsisi<s*? along with his army camped in a place called 
Hirah, his companions said, ‘We fear that these ‘Ajamls (non-Arabs) might poison you; 
so please be cautious.’ He mjnsi&A&ti- responded, ‘Let me see how deadly the poison of 
these ‘Ajamls is! Give the poison to me.’ The companions did as were asked. Reciting 
<UJ! p_Li, Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Walld Jtss ^ consumed the poison but remained 
quite unharmed, JwAaI 

According to the narration reported by ‘Kalbi’, there was a non-Muslim priest whose 
name was ‘Abdul Maslh. He had such a deadly poison that the person drinking it was 
certain to die within an hour. 

When informed about it, Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Walld as k e d for that poison. 

The non-Muslim priest brought the poison which Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Walld 
consumed reciting ilS ^ A*' ^ AlDlJ Aj Alb j 4jd\ ^ in the 

presence of the priest! Upon seeing this, ‘Abdul Maslh addressed his nation saying, 
‘O my nation! To my utter astonishment, he is still alive despite taking this lethal poison. 
It is now better for us to reconcile with them; or else they would certainly overpower us.’ 
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This incident occurred during the caliphate of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq ais-Jiss ablest. 
(Hujjatullahi- ‘alal- ‘Alamm, pp. 617) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the special favour of Allah on Sayyiduna Khalid 
Bin Walld It was indeed a divinely-bestowed saintly miracle of Sayyiduna Khalid 

Bin Walid mj&'M that a deadly poison caused him no harm. There are countless types 
of saintly miracles one of which is to remain protected against deadly things. There have 
been several instances when poison and other harmful things did not cause any harm to 
the Auliya of Allah JmK 

Fire or garden? 

A heretic king once captured a saint «*jfe along with his companions and said in a 

threatening tone, ‘Show some saintly miracle otherwise I will have you martyred along 
with all your companions.’ Pointing towards some camel dung, the saint said, 

‘Bring it and see what it is.’ When the dung was brought, it had turned into the pieces of 
pure gold. 

Then, picking up an empty bowl, he spun it round and turned it upside down 

and then gave it to the king. The bowl was now full of water but despite it being turned 
upside down, not even a single drop of water fell from it. In spite of witnessing these two 
saintly miracles, the king said, ‘All this is witchcraft and magic!’ The king then ordered 
that fire be burned. When the flames shot high into the air, the saint and his companions 
jumped into the fire, taking the young prince with them. When the king saw his young 
son fall into the fire, he became extremely anxious. 

After a short while, the prince was placed in the king’s lap in such a state that there was 
an apple in his one hand and a pomegranate in the other. The king asked, ‘Where were 
you, my son?’ His son replied, ‘I was in a garden.’ Upon seeing this, the courtiers of the 
oppressive and heretic king said, ‘All this is unfounded (and magic).’ The king then said 
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to the saint djMsMsiias?, ‘If you drink this cup of poison I will believe you.’ The noble saint 
ajfcjisSsiii repeatedly drank the cup of poison but remained unharmed. The poison just 
caused his clothes to tear each time. (Hujjatullahi- ‘alal- ‘Alamm, pp. 211) 

May Allah Js-sSt have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Fanils ban kay jis kl hifazat hawa karay 
Woh sham ’a kya bujhay jisay roshan Khuda karay 

How can the candle be extinguished that the Almighty Himself has lit 
Even the wind becomes a chandelier of protection for it 

ijp (JUo alii (Jp 


Dear Islamic brothers! Without doubt, the greatness of Islamic saints and their saintly 
miracles cannot be expressed in words! Devotion to these saints is a prominent feature 
of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah. 
Those associated with Dawat-e-Islami are blessed with such divine grace that one is left 
amazed. 

Astonishing accident 

On Sunday 26 th Rabf-un-Nur 1420 A.H. (11 July, 1999) a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami, 
Muhammad Munir Husayn ‘Attari i dlii (a resident of Islampura) was badly 

crushed beneath a lorry at noon on a busy highway in Lala Musa, a famous city of 
Punjab, Pakistan. 

The accident was so tragic that the upper part of his body was separated from the lower 
part but still he was astonishingly alive and conscious enough to repeatedly recite 
ill SyLj U dill& ijiJsfl and dil ill! sj\. ^ aloud. After the doctors of Lala 

Musa hospital expressed disappointment over the chances of him remaining alive, he 
was taken to Aziz Bhatti hospital in Gujrat city. 

The Islamic brother taking him to hospital has sworn that Muhammad Munir 

Husayn ‘Attari kept reciting Salat-‘Alan-NabI 4# and Kalimah Tayyibah 
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throughout the way. When the doctors of Aziz Bhatti hospital saw this Madani scene, 
they were also amazed how he was still alive and conscious enough to repeatedly recite 
Kalimah Tayyibah and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi & Salam. They remarked, ‘We have never seen 
such a courageous and remarkable man ever before!’ 

After a short while, Muhammad Munir Husayn ‘Attari, a fortunate devotee of Rasul, 
desperately offered his heartfelt pleading in the court of the Beloved Prophet 
in these words: 


Yd Rasulallah j* please come! 

Yd Rasulallah please help me! 

Yd Rasulallah j* please forgive me! 


After this, he recited -oil Jyij ili ids! Sh all H and his soul left his body, blessing him with 
martyrdom. According to Islamic jurisprudence, the Muslim who has passed away in an 
accident is a martyr. 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Waking Muslims for Salat-ul-Fajr is Sunnah 

Dear Islamic brothers! This incident was published in many newspapers at that time. 
J&li-JiJtesSi, The martyr of Dawat-e-Islami, Muhammad Munir Husayn ‘Attari 
was a responsible preacher of Dawat-e-Islami and had returned from a Sunnah-Inspiring 
Madani Qafilah of Rasul’s devotees just a day before the accident. The deceased would 
do Sada-e-Madlnah daily. In the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, waking Muslims 
for Salat-ul-Fajr is referred to as Sada-e-Madlnah. JUsv- Ai sj^sS\, Countless fortunate 
Islamic brothers act upon this Sunnah. Waking Muslims for Salat-ul-Fajr is also a Sunnah 
as obvious from the following narration. 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakrah ^ (who was a companion from the tribe of Bani Saqlf) 

has stated, ‘I went for Salat-ul-Fajr with the Beloved and Blessed Prophet iJ*. 

When he passed by a sleeping person, he would call him for Sal ah or 

wake him up with his blessed foot.’ (Smart AbTDawud, vol. 2, pp. 33, Hadis 1264) 
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Who can wake others with foot? 

The fortunate brothers doing Sada-e-Madinah attain the reward of practicing a Sunnah, 
Remember! Not everyone is permitted to wake up a sleeping person with 
foot. Only a pious and elderly person can wake up the sleeping person with foot as the 
sleeping one would not resent it. However, there is no harm in waking up a sleeping 
person by gently pressing his feet with hands provided there is no Shari prohibition. 

Indeed, if our Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs^b<»ujus4ijiJ* awakens a devotee of his 
with his blessed foot, the sleeping fortune of that devotee will be awoken. And if he 
J* places his blessed foot over the head, eyes or chest of a fortunate one, by 
Allah JsAt, he JU 3 abi j* will bless that person with comfort and peace in the 

worldly life as well as in the afterlife. 

Aik thokar mayn Uhud ka zalzalah jata raha 
Rakhti hayn kitna waqar j£=>\ ill' ayfiydn 

In one kick the tremor of Uhud died down 
How great power the blessed heels own 

Yeh dil yeh jigar hay yeh ankhain yeh sar hay 
Jidhar chaho rakho qadam Jan-e- ‘Alam ,-fetP 

Place your foot wherever you wish, O Prophet dear 
My heart, eyes and head are all in wait here 

(Jp (JUo alii <_(Jp 1^1vs 


Excellence of reciting Kalimah at time of death 

jUsSi Aj I t seems Muhammad Munir Husayn Attari’s services to Dawat-e-Islami have 
born fruit as he was granted the privilege of reciting Kalimah Tayyibah in the last moments 
of his life. Indeed the one blessed with reciting Kalimah at the time of his death will 
attain absolution in the afterlife. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the 
Owner of Jannah has stated, ‘The one whose last words are ili! ~i\ 2 JI'i will 

enter Paradise.’ (Sunan AblDawud, vol. 3,pp. 132, Hadis 3116) 
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Us nay martay-dam Kalimah 
Park liyd aur Jannat mayn gaya *Ui\ “ill ill 'l 

At the time of death, whoever recites Kalimah 
Will enter Paradise by divine Rahmah 

(Jp (Jlsu alll Juis (Jp Ijivs 
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A strong & healthy Satan 

Two Satans once met each other. One of them was strong and healthy while the other 
was weak and feeble. The healthy Satan asked the feeble one, ‘Brother! Why are you so 
weak?’ He replied, ‘I am (deputed) to be with such a pious person who recites p-1; 
before entering his house, eating and drinking anything; so I have to stay away from him 
but, my dear, you are very strong and healthy; what is the secret behind it?’ 

The fat Satan replied, ‘I am appointed to be with such a heedless person who does not 
recite <ciJI ^ A before entering his house and eating & drinking anything, so I take part 
in all of his activities and I keep riding him as one rides an animal (and this is the only 
secret of my good health).’ (Asrar-ul-Fatihah, pp. 155) 

Names of 9 Satans and their tasks 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt from the foregoing narration that if we desire 
blessings in our acts with protection from Satanic involvement in them, we should always 
recite <cJJl before commencing every permissible act. Otherwise the accursed Satan 
will get involved in every act. Satan has a lot of offspring that have particular (satanic) 
duties. 

‘Allamah Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalanl #55 * has quoted that Amlr-ul-Muminln, Sayyiduna 
‘Umar Faruq A’zam has stated that Satan has 9 offspring: 
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(1) Zalitun (2) Wasin (3) Laqus (4) A’wan (5) Haffaf (6) Murrah (7) Musawwit 
(8) Dasim (9) Walhan 

1. Zalitun is appointed at marketplaces where he places his flag. 

2. Wasin is appointed to make people suffer unforeseen problems. 

3. Laqus is appointed to fire worshippers. 

4. A’wan is appointed to rulers. 

5. Haffaf is appointed to alcoholics. 

6. Murrah is appointed to those singing songs and playing musical instruments. 

7. Musawwit is appointed to spread rumours. It makes people believe and spread 
rumours, keeping them unaware of the truth. 

8. Dasim is appointed to houses. If a person does not recite <UJI when stepping in 
his house, nor does he make Salam after he has entered, then this Satan engenders 
family discords, even causing divorce or decree absolute 1 or physical assault. 

9. Walhan is appointed to cause Satanic deception in one’s heart during Wudu, Sal ah 
and other acts of worship. (Al-Munabbihat, pp. 91) 

Solution to family discords 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan ott*3i 
has stated, ‘When entering his house, one should recite I AM ^ and place the 

right foot first into the house. One should then say Salam to the household. If no one is 
present in house, one should say AM UA dilic- Some saints have been 

observed reciting Ail ^ and Surah Al-Ikhlas as they entered their houses in 

the beginning of the day. This brings about harmony in the household preventing quarrel, 
and increases blessing in sustenance.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 6, pp. 9) 


1 Decree absolute is an order from a court that finally ends a marriage, making the two people divorced. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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Ya Ilahi Jm5£ har ghari Shaytan say mahfuz, rakh 
Day jagah Firdaus mayn niran say mahfuz rakh 

O Almighty Keep us secured from Satan every moment 
Give us an abode in Paradise and protect us from punishment 

(Jp (JUo alll <Jp 


Do recite before eating 

It is a Sunnah to recite 4-0 -_li before eating and drinking (any permissible thing). 
Sayyiduna Huzayfah ait jus ablest has narrated that the Noble Rasul JUs«*ib<»is dMabij* has 
stated, ‘The food on which 4 JO p A, is not recited becomes Halal for Satan.’ (In other 
words, Satan also joins in consuming the food before eating which 4 JO ^ is not recited). 

(Sahib Muslim, vol. 2, pp. 172, Hadis 2017) 


Save food from Satan 

The food before eating which 4_0 is not recited contains no blessings. Sayyiduna 
Abu Ayyub Ansari has narrated, ‘We were once present in the blessed company 

of the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah J* when food was 

served. In the beginning there was such blessing that we had never seen before, but 
towards the end, we observed no blessings. We asked the Holy Prophet JUs«db<sfejtss«i>i J*, 
‘Ya Rasulallah jWifcjtsSabiJ*, what is the reason for this?’ He replied, ‘All 

of us had recited 4jJ\ p_2Li prior to eating, then a person who had not recited OJI sat 
down to eat, and Satan also ate with him.’ (Sharh-us-Sunnah, vol. 6, pp. 62, Hadis 2818) 

If one forgets to recite ... 

Umm-ul-Muminln, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah && has narrated that the Noble 
Prophet JUs^bsskjtsSiii! J* has stated, ‘When a person eats food, he should mention the 
name of Allah Js-sS^, i.e. recite OJl p If he forgets to recite Ojl ^ f in the beginning, 
he should recite fjpl) (Sunan AbiDawUd, vol. 3, pp. 356, Hadis 3767) 
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Satan threw up! 

Sayyiduna Umayyah Bin MakhshI Ki-jsSikafv- has stated, ‘A person was eating food without 
reciting ■UJl in the presence of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs J*. 

When he was about to eat the last morsel, he recalled and recited pis. (Seeing 

this) The Holy Prophet jis5aiii J* said with a smile, ‘Satan was also eating with this 

person. When he mentioned the name of Allah J«5£, Satan spewed up what was in his 
Stomach.’ (Sunan AbTDawiid, vol. 3, pp. 356, Hadis 3767) 

(Jp (JUu alii <Jp l^Lszs 


Nothing is hidden from Blessed Eyes of Mustafa 4# 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should recite 4^' AM ^ whenever one eats food. If 

someone eats without reciting <cJJI *_li, a Satan named ‘Qarln’ joins him in the meal. It 
is evident from the Hadis narrated by Sayyiduna Umayyah Bin MakhshI that 

the blessed eyes of the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most 
Generous and Kind jus«&i j* saw everything, which is why he Jtrfsbi j* 

smiled upon seeing Satan’s dismay. 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘The Holy Prophet Jus ^ jia edit is able enough to see even hidden 
creatures. The Hadis is very explicit in its meaning and does not require any elaboration 
or interpretation. As we do not eat the food in which a fly has fallen (and is still present 
in it), similarly, Satan cannot digest the food before eating which the name of Allah 
is mentioned. Though the food thrown up by Satan is of no use to us, Satan falls sick and 
has to remain hungry, and the lost blessing of our food is restored. Thus, there is one 
advantage for us and two disadvantages for Satan. 

It is also possible that Satan may not even eat with us in the future for fear that perhaps 
we would recite <cJJI during the meal and he would have to again vomit the food he 
has eaten. The person mentioned in the Hadis was probably eating alone. Had he been 
eating in the company of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* he would not 
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have forgotten to recite <UlJI because the people present there used to recite <UJ\ pJLs 
aloud and would instruct others to do the same.’ (Mirat Sharh-e-Mishkat, vol. 6, pp. 30) 

JaJ* In the Madani Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, Du’as with are often 

recited loudly both before and after the meal. One travelling with Madani Qafilahs often 
gets the privilege of learning Du’as and Sunnahs. You should also routinely travel with 
Madani Qafilahs. Words cannot express the blessings of Madani Qafilahs of the devotees 
of Rasul! Listen to one of such accounts and rejoice. 

Siddiq Akbar iii' performed Madani operation 

Here is a summary of the account given by a devotee of Rasul: ‘Our Sunnah-Inspiring 
Madani Qafilah travelled to Naka Khari (Baluchistan, Pakistan). One of the participants 
of the Qafilah had a migraine 1 because of four small lumps on his head. When the pain 
occurred, he would writhe in agony, causing the affected part of his face to turn black. 
One night, he was writhing in agony, so we gave him some painkillers and made him 
sleep. When he woke up in the morning, he was very happy. He told us, ‘By the grace of 
Allah Js-sSs-, I was blessed with the vision of the Noble Prophet J* and his 

four closest companions in my dream. Pointing towards me, the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet said to Siddiq Akbar ‘Remove his headache.’ 

So the Holy Prophet’s companion of the cave and the shrine, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 
Siddiq performed a Madani operation in such a way that he opened up my 

head, removed four black lumps from my brain and then said, ‘Son, nothing will happen 
to you now.’ 

That brother was really cured. On his return from the Madani Qafilah, when he went for 
a medical check up, the doctor exclaimed with wonder, ‘Brother! This is amazing! All 
the four lumps have vanished from your brain!’ Upon this, he tearfully mentioned his 
dream and the blessing of travelling with the Madani Qafilah.’ Highly impressed by 
listening to this, 12 members of hospital staff including some doctors made the intention 
of travelling with a 12-day Madani Qafilah. Some doctors also intended to adorn their 


1 Migraine is a type of severe headache affecting only one side of the head. 
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faces with the symbol of devotion to the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JU-dbssfejfcSi&iJ*, i.e. 
the Sunnah of beard. 


Hay NabT mP ki nazar Qafilay walon per 
Ao saray chalayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
STkhnay Sunnatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Luinay rahmatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

To learn Sunnah and reap blessings, travel with Qafilah 
To be blessed with mercy of Prophet travel with Qafilah 




Dear Islamic brothers! This incident of a person being cured in the state of dream is not 
new. By the bestowment of Allah the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 
the Owner of Jannah JtaS*bi J* cures illnesses. Refresh your faith by listening to the 

following five accounts, about people being cured by virtue of dreams, narrated by 
Sayyiduna Imam Yusuf Bin Isma’ll NabhanI in the second volume of his 

renowned book entitled ’A ^ 

1. Prophet restored eyesight 

Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Mubarak Harbi has reported, ‘All Abul Kablr 

was visually impaired. He once had a dream in which he beheld the Beloved 
and Blessed Rasul JUs«db j*. The Holy Prophet JUs-rfbssfejtrfshiJ* passed his cure¬ 

providing hand over the eyes of ‘All Abul Kablr. When he woke up in the morning, he 
had gained his eyesight!’ (Hujjatullahi-‘alal-‘Alamm, vol. 2, pp. 526) 


Ankh ‘ata ki-jiye, us mayn ziya di-jiye 
Jalwah qarib a gaya turn pay karauron Durud 


Bless me with insight so that I may behold your vision 
May blessings be upon you in millions 


(Jp (JUu alll (Jp l^Lszs 
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2 . Prophet cured tumorous lumps 

Sayyiduna Taqiyyuddln Abu Muhammad ‘Abdus Salam -<591 ^ iu-z has stated, ‘My 
brother Ibrahim had lumps in his throat and was in severe agony. He once had a dream 
in which he beheld the Holy Prophet J *3 «ab Jis 5 abi <j*. (In his dream) He requested, 
‘O Beloved Prophet j*! I have suffered from acute pain due to this illness.’ 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah j* replied, ‘Your plea 

has been listened to.’ J&u- Ai5JisS\, By the blessings of the Noble Prophet JUs.jbssfcjtssabi j*, 
my brother was cured.’ (Hujjatullahi- ‘alal- ‘Alamin, vol. 2, pp. 526) 

Sar-e-bdlln unhayn rahmat kl add Idyl hay 
Hal bigfa hay to blmar kl ban dyl hay 

He has come to his dying devotee 
Manifesting his attribute of mercy 

(Jp (JUu alll 


3. Prophet cured asthma 

A noble saint has stated, ‘I was seriously ill and was bedridden in my home. 

My elderly father was also confined to bed with asthma on the upper floor of 

home. Neither I was able to go upstairs nor could my father come downstairs. 

Jl) One night, I was fortunately blessed with the vision of the Holy Prophet 
J* in my dream. I presented a pillow to the Holy Prophet and 

he sat down leaning against it. I pleaded with the Noble Prophet JUs*dbssfcJtss*ii! j* for the 
cure of my illness and that of my elderly father. Upon hearing my plea, he j* 

went upstairs. 

At the time of Salat-ul-Fajr, I heard sounds of someone groaning with pain. In fact, it was 
my respected father descending from upstairs. He came to me and said, ‘Son, I have 
been blessed tonight with the bounty of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet jL^bssMsSski j*.’ I 
responded, ‘O beloved father! The Noble Prophet J* had already blessed this 

sinner [me] before he went upstairs to shower you with bounties.’ 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


34 


We both regained health by virtue of the blessings of the Beloved Prophet 

(Hujjatulldhi-'alal-'AlamTn, vol. 2, pp. 527) 

Marlzan-e-jahan ko turn shifa daytay ho dam bhar mayn 
Khudara dard ka ho mayray darman Yd Rasulallah 

You cure the ill of the world within an instant, Yd Rasulallah 
Please remove my worries and troubles for the sake of Allah 

J dJ- & JUS all! 


4. Prophet cured leprosy 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Abu Ishaq has stated, ‘I had a spot of leprosy on my 

shoulder. J«J£ In my dream I was blessed with the vision of the Holy Prophet 

JUs-tfbssfeJtsSiii! j*. I mentioned my disease so the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of 
Ummah j* passed his blessed hand over my shoulder. When I awoke in the 

morning, I had been cured of leprosy, (Hujjatullahi- ‘alal- ‘Alamm, vol. 2, pp. 531) 

Marz-e- ‘isyan ki taraqql say huwa hun jan balab 
Mujh ko achcha kl-jiye halat mayrl achchl nahln 

To the verge of death the disease of sins has led me 
My condition is not good, please cure me 

j & JUS all! i r sJ-\ & I5U, 


5. Prophet cured hand blisters 

A noble saint has stated that Shaykh Hammad got blisters on his 

hand. The painful blisters had ruptured. The physicians unanimously gave their opinion 
that the hand should be amputated. Sayyiduna Hammad has stated, ‘I spent 

that night in severe pain and restlessness on the roof of my home. I pleaded and made 
Dua in the court of Allah JsAs- for cure. 
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When I slept, my sleeping fortune awoke, blessing me the vision of the Holy Prophet 
JUs*!isjjifcjiAiiJ* in dream. I pleaded, ‘Ya Rasulallah iijk! Cure me of my hand 

blisters!’ He j* responded, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ I did as advised. The 

Beloved Rasul JUs«dbsjkjtsfeiiiJ* passed his blessed hand over it and said to me, ‘Get up!’ As 
I stood up, j my hand blisters had been cured by the blessings of the Beloved 
Prophet tilj*.’ ( Hujjatullahi-‘alal-‘Alamin, vol. 2, pp. 528) 

Yeh mariz mar raha hay, tayray hath mayn shifa hay 
Ay TabTb jald ana, Madam Madinay walay 

This patient is dying and the cure is in your hand, O healer! 

Come sooner, O sovereign ofMadinah, come sooner 

(Jp (JUu all! Jl c-JL-^-! Jf' !jivs 


Satanic deception 

Only Allah provides cure. By listening to the above parables, one is perplexed by 
such satanic deception as: Can anyone provide cure besides Allah JsA^? 

Cure for satanic deception 

Without doubt, by one self, only Allah provides cure (i.e. the real curer is only 
Allah JsA^), but by the bestowment of Allah JU-As His servants can also provide cure. 
However, if anyone believes that so-and-so person can provide cure to others without 
the power given by Allah JmA, then such a person is certainly Kafir [unbeliever]. 
Whether it is cure or medicine, no one can give even an iota to others without the power 
given by Allah JsA^. 

Every Muslim has the belief that whatever the Prophets and saints give 

(to others) they give it only by the power given to them by Allah JsAt. Allah Ji:-A forbid, 
if anyone has the belief that Allah JsA^ has not empowered any Prophet or Islamic saint 
to cure diseases or to grant anything, then such a person is denying the commandment 
of the Holy Quran. 
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Read verse 49 of Surah Al-e-lmran in the 3 rd part with its translation, «dJtet_2> ai 
satanic deception will be eradicated and Satan will be unsuccessful and disappointed. 
Therefore, mentioning the blessed saying of Sayyiduna ‘Isa vSLsji sAs the Noble Quran 
states: 


And I give cure to the inborn blind and the leper, and I give life to the dead, by the 
command of Allah. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 3, Surah Al-e-Tmran, verse 49) 

Did you notice? Sayyiduna ‘Isa is clearly and openly proclaiming that 

he gives eyesight to the inborn blind, cures the lepers, and even resurrects the dead by 
virtue of the divinely-bestowed power. Various kinds of powers and authorities have 
been bestowed upon the Prophets by Allah Js-sV. Further, by the blessing of the 

Prophets, powers are also given to the Auliya, and they can also provide cure and bestow 
much more. 

When Sayyiduna Isa possesses such a high status [as mentioned in the 

Quranic verse], just imagine how phenomenal the status of the Beloved and Blessed 
Mustafa JUs-absifcjtsSiiii J* would be, who is the sovereign of all Prophets including even 
Sayyiduna ‘Isa 

Remember that the Noble Prophet JUs^bsifej 1 iswAiJ* possesses all the virtues of all Prophets 
and those of the entire creation. In fact, whoever has got any favour has got it by virtue of 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

So we have learnt that if Sayyiduna ‘Isa can cure the ill, give eyesight to the blind, 

and resurrect the dead, the Holy Prophet Muhammad j* can give all these 

favours (to his devotees) to even a greater degree. 
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76,000 Virtues 

It is narrated by Sayyiduna Ibn Mas’ud that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 

of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JisSsto J* has stated, ‘One who 


recites As' Allah JisSs- will record 4,000 virtues in his book of deeds for 


very letter, forgive 4,000 of his sins and raise his rank by 4,000 degrees.’ (Firdaus-ul-Akhbar, 
vol. 4, pp. 26, Hadis 5573) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Rejoice! The immense mercy of Allah JwS*- is beyond imagination! 
Let’s compute: (~i consists of 19 letters. Therefore, by reciting dil jja 

once, one will receive 76 thousand virtues, his 76 thousand sins will be forgiven, and his 
rank will be raised by 76 thousand degrees, JJAll/i hslj. 

Wisdom in not reciting at time of slaughter 

Whilst mentioning the infinite mercy of Allah Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘Ponder over the fact that ^ is not written in Surah At-Taubah. 

Similarly, complete ^_LJ\ ^ A is not recited at the time of the slaughter of an animal; 
instead, just ‘ji4=l All All is recited. Have you ever pondered as to what the wisdom 
behind this is? The wisdom is that the whole Surah At-Taubah, from start to finish, is 
about Jihad [war] and killing, which is wrath for the unbelievers. Likewise, the life of the 
animal is taken at the time of its slaughter, which is also a moment of wrath and coercion. 
Therefore, one is prevented from mentioning mercy on this occasion. 

a_Lji d^s! Hence whoever [makes a habit of reciting] complete p i.e. 
As' will be protected from divine wrath, j«J*- 


(Tafsir-e-Na’imi, vol. 1, pp. 43) 
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Wisdom in 19 letters of M pH 

The number of the letters in pi' ^ is 19 and so is the number of the 

punishment-inflicting angels in Hell. Thus it is hoped that the punishment from each 
angel will be averted by the blessing of every letter of pi' 

Another excellence is that day and night consist of 24 hours 5 of which are devoted to 
the five daily Salah, whereas for the remaining 19 hours, 19 letters of pi' ^ 

have been granted. 

Thus every hour of the one who keeps reciting ^ pH will be considered 

to have been spent in worship and the sins of each hour will be forgiven, 

(TafsTr KabTr, vol. 1, pp. 156) 


Relief from torment of grave 

Once Sayyiduna ‘Isa aujis sAlii ^ 3 iio <> passed by a grave and noticed that the buried 
person was being punished. After a while, when he passed by it again, he saw that the 
grave was shining from the inside, and divine mercy was being showered on it. 

Astonished, Sayyiduna ‘Isa vio:. L-Uji ^ > requested in the court of Allah JsA*- that 

the secret behind this be told to him. Allah J«5s- said, ‘O ‘Isa This person was 

being punished because he was a grave sinner. When he died, he left his wife pregnant 
who gave birth to a baby boy. Today, his boy was sent to a Madrasah where the teacher 
made him recite ‘UJ' I had Haya (shyness) to punish the man under the earth whose 
son is mentioning My name upon the earth.’ (TafsTr KabTr, vol. 1, pp. 155) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Ay Khuda-e-Mustafa mayn tayri rahmataun pay qurban 
Ho karam say mayrl bakhshish, batufaTl-e-Shah-e-JTlan 

Your mercy is infinite, O Rab of Mustafa 
Forgive me for the sake of Shah-e-Jilan 
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We should all teach our children to mention the name of Allah from 
their early age instead of teaching them such words as ‘Tata’ or ‘Papa.’ Not only will the 
deceased parents receive the blessings of this, the one teaching and the one learning will 
also gain its immense blessings. 

Therefore, whilst playing with your children, repeatedly say ‘Allah’ ‘Allah’ to them with 
the intention of teaching them. As soon as they are able to speak, they will 

be uttering the word ‘Allah’ before they learn to speak any other word. 

Madam upbringing of child 

Sayyiduna Sabi Bin ‘Abdullah Tustari has stated, ‘When I was three years old 

I used to get up at night and see my maternal uncle, Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Sawar 
offer Salah. One day, he asked me, ‘Do you not remember Allah js-sA who 
has created you?’ I asked, ‘How should I remember Him?’ He replied, ‘At night, before 
you go to sleep, imagine as if you are uttering the following sentences thrice in your 
heart without moving your tongue: 

idii &\ 

Allah JU-sv- is with me, Allah is watching me, Allah is my witness 1 .’ 

Sayyiduna Sabi goes onto say: I recited these sentences for a few nights and 

then informed my uncle of this. He asked me to repeat them seven times. I did as was 
advised and informed him again after a few nights. He then instructed me to recite them 
eleven times, so I did as was instructed, and this time I felt the pleasure of those words in 
my heart. After a year passed, my uncle advised, ‘Continue to recite what I have taught 
you until you reach your grave. This will benefit you in the worldly life as 

well as in the afterlife.’ 

Sayyiduna Sabi Bin ‘Abdullah Tustari has further stated, ‘Making Zikr in 

solitude, I continued to recite these words for many years until I felt its great spiritual 

1 If possible, write these sentences on a piece of paper and display it at such a place of the house, shop etc. where 
it can repeatedly come in your sight. 
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pleasure in my heart. One day, my uncle asked, ‘O Salil! Can a person disobey 
Allah JmS*-, whereas Allah Js-sS^ is with him, sees him and is his witness? No, certainly 
not! Therefore, refrain from sins.’ 

Then, my respectable uncle got me admitted to a Madrasah. As I did not want my practice 
of Zikr to be interrupted I persuaded my teacher to let me go home after he teaches me 
for an hour. When I was six or seven years old, I had memorized the entire 

Quran. J I would keep fast every day and eat barley bread [at Sahari]. 

I kept on doing this practice up to the age of 12 years. When I was thirteen, I confronted 
a religious issue. To find a solution to the issue I took permission from my parents and 
travelled to Basra (Iraq). I consulted the scholars of Basra about my issue but none of 
them were able to give me a convincing reply, so I travelled to a place called ‘Abbadan. I 
presented my issue to a renowned scholar of ‘Abbadan, Sayyiduna Abu Habib Hamzah 
Bin Abi ‘Abdullah ‘Abbadan! qUSJi t5# who provided me with a satisfactory and 
convincing reply. 

I remained in his company for a long time, enhancing my knowledge, gaining spiritual 
enlightenment and learning manners. I then moved to Tustar. In order to meet my needs, 
I would purchase one dirham’s barley to make bread for me. Every night at the time of 
Sahari, I would eat a piece of bread, made of just 70 grams of saltless barley, without any 
curry. 

This one dirham would be sufficient for me for an entire year. I then intended to eat 
once every three days. Then I started remaining hungry for 5 days, then for 7 days and 
then for 25 days (that is, I would eat once every 25 days). I continued to do this practice 
for 20 years. Later, I travelled and toured for many years. Then I again returned to 
Tustar where I would perform worship at night for as long as Allah J willed. 

Sayyiduna Imam Ahmad oaSi 4aa* ■&- has stated, ‘I never saw Sayyiduna Sahl Bin 
‘Abdullah Tustar! eat salt throughout his life.’ (ihya-ul- ‘Mum, vol. 3, pp. 91) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

ijp (JUo alii q-JLiM <Jp 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Fortunate and wise are the parents who are more concerned 
about the betterment of their children’s afterlife than their worldly life. Here is a summary 
of a faith-refreshing account of a wise mother who made ‘individual effort’ that finally 
led to the reform of her son’s character. Read and rejoice! 

Marvel of Dawat-e-Islami’s Tarbiyyati course 

A devotee of Rasul from Jhang (Pakistan) has related, ‘My mother was ill from a long 
time. She had always longed for me to give up sins and get reformed. Since she very much 
liked Dawat-e-Islami, she provided me with the expenses and insistently sent me to 
Falzan-e-Madlnah, Dawat-e-Islami’s global Madam Markaz situated at Bab-ul-Madlnah, 
Karachi. She had also advised me to do Tarbiyyati course there with the devotees of 
Rasul in the merciful atmosphere of Falzan-e-Madlnah and make Du’a for her recovery. 

I came to Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi where I joined the Tarbiyyati course and 
travelled with Madani Qafilahs. I also made Du’a for my mother’s recovery from her 
disease. When I returned home after the completion of the Tarbiyyati course, I was 
overjoyed to see that my severely ill mother had recuperated from her disease by the 
blessings of the Du’a made in Falzan-e-Madlnah during the Tarbiyyati course. 

Jisji By the blessings of the Tarbiyyati course, I became steadfast in Salah and 

joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. I developed an enthusiasm to serve 
Sunnah and to travel with Madani Qafilahs. It is my heartfelt desire that every member 
of my family adopt the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami and that our problems 
be solved.’ 


FaTzan-e-MadTnah mayn Allah kT rahmat hay 
Ammi ko muyassar ab sihhat kT sa 'adat hay 
FaTzan-e-MadTnah mayn anay hi kT barakat hay 
Khub aur barhlmujh ko Sunnat say mahabbat hay 

Mother has been cured and I have become a devotee of Sunnah 
By the grace of Allah J&U and by the blessings of attending FaTzan-e-MadTnah 
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Those who make their children a devotee of the world preventing them from good 
company, seriously endanger their afterlife. At times, such people have regrets even in 
this world. 

Preventing others from Madam Qafilah causes harm 

Making individual effort, a devotee of Rasul (from Madina-tul-Auliya Ahmedabad, India) 
persuaded a young man to travel with a Madam Qafilah but the father of the young man 
prevented him from the travel of religious education for fear of the loss of his worldly 
education. The young man was unfortunately deprived of the company of the devotees 
of Rasul. 

As a result, he adopted the company of some wicked friends, turning into an alcoholic. 
Now, his father realized his grave mistake and requested the same devotee of Rasul to 
take his son with a Madam Qafilah so that he might give up drinking. The devotee of 
Rasul made individual effort again, but the young man had been so addicted to drinking 
and wicked company that he was no longer prepared to travel with the Madam Qafilah. 
Parents should provide their children with a righteous and Madam environment from 
their early age. Otherwise, if children become spoilt as a result of the wicked company, 
parents will end up regretful. 

Once my 1 elder sister told me that an Islamic sister tearfully requested her to make Dua 
for the reform of her son’s character. ‘Alas, she said, ‘I have myself spoiled my son! I 
enrolled him in the Hifz [Quranic memorization] class of Madrasa-tul-Madlnah. When 
he came home after learning Sunnahs and etiquettes, he would tell them to us, but we 
would make fun of him. Disheartened, he eventually gave up going to Madrasa-tul- 
Madlnah. Now, he has become a loafer due to the company of wicked friends. 
Coincidentally, I have joined the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Now I deeply 
regret mocking him. Alas! What will become of me!’ 

(The company of the pious will make you pious, whereas that of the wicked will make you 
wicked). 


The author, Amlr-e-Alil-e-Sunnat 
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House of beasts 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sayyiduna Sabi Bin ‘Abdullah Tustarl was a Siddlq 

(i.e. a saint from amongst the group of the highest rank). He would refrain from tastes 
and pleasures. He would not use salt in his food because the use of salt makes the food 
tasty. Indeed, even if many kinds of spices are added to food, it will remain tasteless unless 
salt is added to it. 

It is also noteworthy that a specified amount of salt is essential for the human body, so 
this was actually a saintly miracle of Sayyiduna Sahl Bin ‘Abdullah Tustarl 
that he remained alive without consuming salt for a long time. His blessed house situated 
in Tustar used to be called ‘Bayt-us-Siba (i.e. house of beasts) because many beasts (like 
lions, tigers etc.) would come to his house where he would feed meat to them. 

During the ending stage of his life, he jbsjtM&e had become disabled but whenever it 
was time for Salah his disability would vanish, enabling him to offer his Salah. As soon as 
he finished Salah, he would become disabled again like before. (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 387) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

(Jp (JUu alll <Jp 


Cure for fever 

It is narrated that a person once got fever. His respected teacher Shaykh Faqlh Wall 
‘Umar Bin Said 04 *A\ *h\ went to visit him. Giving him a Ta’wlz [amulet], the 

Shaykh advised him not to unfold and see what the Ta’wlz contained. After the Shaykh 
left, he wore the Ta’wlz and was instantly cured of fever. 

Amazed, he couldn’t help seeing what the Ta’wlz contained. As he unfolded it he saw 
that gTJ-yJI Ail ^ was written on it. A satanic deception occurred to him that 
anyone could have written this! As soon as his reverence for his Shaykh diminished, his 
fever immediately recurred. 

Worried, he went to his Shaykh and apologized for his mistake. The Shaykh again 
prepared a Ta’wlz and fastened it to his arm with his own blessed hands, curing the fever 
again instantly. Though the Shaykh had not prohibited him this time from unfolding 
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and seeing the inside of the Ta’wiz, he himself refrained from doing so due to his previous 
experience. Eventually, when he unfolded it after a year, he saw that alsl ^ 

was written on it. 

May Allah Js-A*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Indeed contains immense blessings. It also has 

cures for diseases. The foregoing parable gives the lesson that if an Islamic saint ever 
prohibits someone even from any Mubah (permissible) act, he should abstain from it 
even if he is unable to comprehend the wisdom behind it. Another lesson is that one 
should not unfold and see the inside of the Ta’wiz as one’s reverence may be affected by 
this. Further, the Ta’wiz is folded in a special way and sometimes particular invocations 
are also recited whilst it is being folded. Therefore, unfolding and seeing it may reduce 
its benefits. 

5 Madam cures for fever 


® j ^4? 6 jjS ^ 

They will neither see the hot sunshine in it, nor the bitter cold. 

[Kanz-ul-Imdn (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Ad-Dahr, verse 13) 

1. Recite this blessed verse 7 times (with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi ,4# once before and after it) 
and then make Dam 1 (i.e. blow on the patient). jiAfcdiM-a&i, The severity of fever 
will be reduced, and the patient will feel tranquillity. (Note that it is not necessary to 
recite the translation of the verse). 

2. Sayyiduna Imam Ja’far Sadiq has stated, ‘Recite Surah Al-Fatihah 40 times 

(with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 4# once before and after it) and then make Dam (i.e. blow 
on) water and sprinkle some drops of this water on the face of the person suffering 
from fever. Fever will be cured.’ 


1 In this book, the word ‘Dam has been used in the sense of a spiritual remedy with its pronunciation as ‘dAm.’ 
It must not be pronounced as ‘daem.’ Note that this word has been italicized in the whole book with its ‘D’ 
capitalized. [Translator’s Note] 
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3. When the Beloved and Blessed Prophet jusiAiJ* had fever, Sayyiduna Jibrail 

recited the following Du’a and made Dam: 



Translation: With the name of Allah Js-sSt I make Dam on you for every such disease that 
causes you harm, and (for your protection from) the evil of others and from the evil eye 
of the jealous. May Allah J«S£ cure you. I make Dam on you with the name of Allah Js-sX 


(Sahih Muslim, pp. 1202, Hadis 2186) 


Recite the Du’a in Arabic only (with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once before and after it) 
and then make Dam on the patient of fever. 


The person suffering from fever should frequently recite 


4. 


5. It is narrated in a blessed Hadis, ‘If anyone of you gets fever, sprinkle cold water on 
him in the morning for 3 days.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 4, pp. 223, Hadis 7438) 




The Islamic brothers and sisters who are associated with Dawat-e-Islami, a 
global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, are proud of being the 
devotees of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J*. At times, by the blessings of 

the Du’a made during the Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami in the 
company of the devotees of Rasul, even the patients suffering from such diseases declared 
incurable by doctors get cured, regaining their lost happiness, 

Eyesight restored 

Once a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami from Liaqat colony, Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam Sindh, 
Pakistan) invited a young man to travel with a Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami. The 
young man, annoyed and upset, said, ‘The operation of my mother’s eyes has failed, 
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because of which she has become blind. We are in extreme trouble, and you are asking 
me to travel with the Madani Qafilah!’ 

Keeping his temper in check and continuing his individual effort, the preacher said in a 
sympathetic tone making Du’a for his mother, ‘May Allah bless your mother with 
cure! What do the doctors say?’ He replied, ‘The doctors say that she cannot be cured 
even if taken to America for treatment.’ Patting the young man’s back sympathetically, 
the preacher said in a consoling tone, ‘Brother! If doctors have disappointed you, why do 
you give up hope! Doctors cannot cure anyone. It is Allah JsAs- who cures everyone. The 
Du’a of the traveller is accepted. If you travel with the Madani Qafilah in the company of 
the devotees of Rasul and make Du’a for your mother over there, you will get its 
blessings, 


Impressed and inspired by the sincere individual effort of the preacher, the grieving 
young man travelled with a Madani Qafilah during which he humbly made Du’a for his 
mother. When he returned home after the Madani Qafilah, he was overjoyed to see that 
his mother had regained her lost eyesight. 

Luinay rahmatayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Sikhnay Sunnatayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Chashm-e-bma milay sukh say jina milay 
Pao gey rahatayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 

To reap mercies, travel with the Qafilah, to learn Sunnahs, travel with the Qafilah 
To gain eyesight and peace in life, to find tranquillity, travel with the Qafilah 

Dear Islamic brothers! The Holy Prophet JUs*jks«u.jts54i!i J* has stated, ‘Three types of 
Du’as are accepted. There is no doubt about their acceptance. 

1. The Du’a made by an oppressed person. 

2. The Du’a made by a traveller. 

3. The Du’a made by a father for his son.’ (JamV Tirmizi, vol. 5, pp. 280, Hadis 3459) 

If one is travelling with a Madani Qafilah in the company of the devotees of Rasul, his 
Du’a is more likely to be accepted. This parable also shows that tolerance is highly 
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needed for individual effort. Even if you are rebuked or beaten, you should still continue 
to make individual effort without getting disappointed. If you become angry or impolite, 
then you would cause a great religious loss. Do not give up advising others, as advising 
will definitely bear fruit. Allah J«5£ has declared in verse 55 of Surah Az-Zariyat in part 27: 

And advise, for advice benefits the Muslims. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 


Cure for headache 

Caesar of Rome once sent a letter to Amlr-ul-Muminln Sayylduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam 
aujusaIho*?. In his letter, he mentioned, ‘I have chronic headache; if you have any medicine 
for this, please send it to me.’ 

Amlr-ul-Muminln Sayylduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam au- jus sent him a cloth cap. 
Whenever Caesar of Rome wore that cap his headache would be relieved, and whenever 
he removed the cap, his headache would reoccur. Amazed, he eventually unstitched the 
cap and found a piece of paper on which jkA-jll Ail ^ was written. 

(Asrar-ul-Fatihah, pp. 163; Tafsir Kabir, vol. 1, pp. 155) 


Method of treatment by 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt from the foregoing parable that if anyone has a 
headache, he should write Ail ^ on a piece of paper or have it written, and 

then fasten it as a Ta’wlz on his head. Write using permanent ink (such as a ball point 
pen/marker) and leave the circles of 6 and all the three (=* of Al open. 

A principle of Ta’wlz writing is that when writing an Ayah or any particular text, the 
circle of every circle-containing letter should remain open, e.g. 

It is not necessary to put diacritical marks. 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


48 


After you have written it, wrap it in a wax paper or any plastic coating, then encase it in 
a leather covering or a piece of cloth and fasten it on the head. Those who adorn their 
heads with the crown of a turban can sew the Ta’wiz inside the cap of their turban. 
Similarly, Islamic sisters can also sew it on that part of their scarf or veil which rests on 
the head. If this is done with a firm belief, the headache will be relieved, 

It is not permissible for males to wear a Ta’wiz kept in a gold or silver or any other metallic 
casing. Likewise, it is also impermissible and a sin for males to wear a chain made of any 
metal whether or not the chain contains a Ta’wiz. 

Further, it is not permissible for males to wear a locket, bracelet or bangle made of gold, 
silver, steel or any type of metal, whether or not anything is inscribed on it, or even if the 
blessed name of Allah Jk-sS^ or Kalimah Tayyibah etc. is inscribed. Women, however, are 
permitted to wear a Ta’wiz encased in a silver or gold box (i.e. a type of locket). 

6 Cures for ache in half-head 

1. If somebody has a headache in one half of his head, recite Surah Al-Ikhlas once (with 
Salat-‘Alan-Nabi # once before and after it) and make Dam [i.e. blow on him]. If 
necessary, repeat the Dam in this way 3 times, 7 times or 11 times. j&frAhkt-z&i, The 
ache will be relieved before the Dam is repeated 11 times. 

2. Rub a piece of dry ginger 1 in some water, and then rub that rubbed part of the ginger 
onto the forehead. The ache of half head will be relieved, 

3. Soak some leaves of dry mint and a few raisins in some water for some hours and 

then drink the water. This will prove to be beneficial, Ordinary water 

or water from clay churn should be used. 

4. To drink pure ghee-mixed hot milk is also beneficial. 

5. To drink coconut water relieves ache of half head and that of entire head. 

6. Mix salt in tepid (i.e. lukewarm) water in a large container and keep your feet in it 
for 12 minutes. This will relieve the ache, JbStkbteTLsi&L (Duration of this treatment 
maybe changed depending upon the condition of the patient). 

1 Dry ginger can be purchased from a herbalist. 
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Seven cures for headache 

They will have neither headache nor any unconsciousness. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 27, Surah Al-Waqi'ah, verse 19) 

Recite this verse 3 times, with Salat-‘Alan-NabI 4# once before and after it, and make 
Dam (i.e. blow) on the person who has a headache. He will feel relief, J^siJkC-add. 

2. Recite Surah An-Nas 7 times, with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi &P once before and after it, and 
make Dam on the head of the person suffering from headache. Then ask him 
whether he still has the ache - if he has, make Dam in the same way again. If he still 
has the pain, repeat this for a third time. No matter how severe the pain of the 
whole head or half head is, it will be relieved before the Dam is made for the third 
time, 

3. Whether it is the pain of the whole head or half head, recite Surah At-Takasur once 
after Salat-ul-‘Asr, with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once before and after it, and make Dam. 
The pain will be reduced, 

4. Place a pinch of salt onto the tongue and, after 12 minutes, drink a glass of water. 
No matter what type of headache it is, it will be reduced, JwStdJidLfc&l. (The use of 
salt is harmful to the patients suffering from high blood pressure). 

5. Put one spoon of turmeric into a cup of water and then boil it. After the water has 
come to the boil, drink it or inhale its steam, headache will be relieved, J4s5**lM_a&L 
(Do use turmeric in curries and other foods. The one who consumes a pinch (i.e. 
about 1 gram) of turmeric every day will be protected from cancer, j^dJidLfc&i). 

6. Before sunrise, eat fresh and warm Jalaybls (i.e. an Asian sweet) fried in pure ghee. 
Headache will be relieved, 

7. If one ever gets an occasional headache, dissolve 2 painkillers in water and drink it 
after the meal. The pain will be relieved, jAJ**l)i*TL_&c!l. (If one has to take any type of 
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painkiller, one should take it after the meal as it can be harmful if taken on an 
empty stomach). 

Madani suggestion: If someone’s headache is not relieved even after the use of tablets or 
medicines, he should have his eyesight tested. If the eyesight is weak, he should wear 
glasses. This will relieve the headache, If the headache is not still relieved, 

he should consult a neurologist. Any carelessness in this matter can be extremely 
detrimental. 

Treatment for nosebleed 

If anybody’s nose bleeds, he should write ^ with his index finger starting 

from his forehead and finishing at the end of the nose. The bleeding will stop, 

Parable about medicine 

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘If a patient recites <UJI ^ before taking 

medicine, the medicine will be effective, j^^bteTLa&j.’ 

Once Sayyiduna Musa got extremely severe stomach pain. He humbly 

asked Allah for relief and Allah ordered him to consume so-and-so herb from 
a jungle. Therefore, Sayyiduna Musa consumed the herb and was 

immediately cured of the pain. 

After some days, the same disease reoccurred so he consumed the same herb again. 
Contrary to his expectation, his pain became even more severe. He humbly asked the 
Almighty, ‘O Allah JsAM What is the secret behind this? One medicine has two entirely 
different effects! When I consumed it first time, it cured me but when I consumed it 
second time, it intensified my pain!’ Allah said, ‘O Musa! You used the herb that 
time with My command but you used it this time of your own accord. O Musa! Cure is 
in My name. Without My name everything of the world is a deadly poison and My name 
is its cure.’ (Tafslr-e-Na’Tml, vol.l, pp. 42) 


May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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Trust Allah not medicine 

The foregoing parable shows that one should trust Allah J«5s not the medicine. If 
Allah .J&&- wills, then the medicine will cure the disease. If He does not will, then 
the same medicine will intensify the disease. 

It is commonly seen that a particular medicine cures an ill person, but the same 
medicine, when taken by any other person, engenders negative reaction, causing other 
serious diseases or physical disability or even death. Whenever one takes any medicine, 
he should recite either ‘fyfyP' p-fy or ‘cf^' j Axi\ 

Contentment of soul 

Allah sent a revelation to Sayyiduna Musa ‘Every soul is thirsty when leaving 

the world except for the one that has recited fyfyP' (Asrar-ul-Fatihah, pp. 162) 

Virtue of reciting excellently 

Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada has narrated, ‘A person recited fyfyl' ^ 

excellently; so he was forgiven.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 2, pp. 546, Hadis 2667) 

Sweetness of divine name leads to absolution 

A man once saw a sinful person in a dream and asked iiil Jil U How has Allah J«3£ 
treated you?’ He replied, ‘Once, whilst walking past a Madrasah, I heard Ail 

being recited by somebody. The sweetness of the sweet name of Allah JmS*- had a great 
impact upon my heart. At the very same time, I heard a voice from Ghayb, ‘We will not 
gather two things together (1) Sweetness of the name of Allah (2) Agonies of death.’ 

(Anls-ul-Wa’izln, pp. 4) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing narration shows that the one taking pleasure in the 
blessed and sacred name of Allah leaves this world under the shadow of mercy, and 
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death brings for him a message of forgiveness and absolution. The mercy of Allah is 
immense and infinite. Even the gravest sinners can be forgiven by virtue of apparently- 
minor looking deeds. 

Rahmat-e-Haq ‘baha’ na mijuwaid 
Rahmat-e-Haq ‘bahanah ’ ml juwaid 

The mercy of Allah JzsU- does not seek a price 
The mercy of Allah J«v- searches just for an excuse 

Proof on Judgement Day 

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘Describing the excellence and benefits of 

the author of Tafsir Azizi has stated that there was a Wall of Allah who made a 
will on his deathbed that 4sI be written on a piece of paper and kept under 

his shroud. When asked about this, he replied, ‘On the Day of Judgement this will be my 
written proof by which I will beg for divine mercy.’ (TafsXr-e-Na’xmx, vol. 1, pp. 42) 

May Allah Js-sSs- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Milay ga dauno ‘alam kd khazanah park lo <0)1 ^ 

Khuda JUsv- chahay to ho Jannat ihikanah parh lo -oil 

The treasure of the world and the Hereafter will go to you - recite -itsI ^ 

If Allah wills, your abode will be Paradise - recite <dsl 

jSJ- & JUS all! ljU 

ali 1 ^clL\ alii J\ 

£ JUS all! olJ-l ljU 
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Protection from torment 

It is stated in Durr-e-Mukhtar, a renowned book of Hanafi Fiqh (jurisprudence) that a 
person made the will that A 1 ' pH be written on his chest and forehead after his 

death. When he died, his will was fulfilled. 

A few days after his demise, someone saw him in dream and asked as to how he was 
treated. He replied, ‘After I was buried in my grave, the angels of punishment came but 
when they saw ‘‘UJI -_li’ written on my forehead, they said, ‘You have been saved from 
punishment!’ (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 156) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

How to write on shroud? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Whenever a Muslim has passed away, do write ji^l pH 
and other holy words on his forehead etc. A slight attention of yours can result in 
forgiveness for the deceased. Further, this virtue of having sympathy for the deceased 
may also lead to your own forgiveness. 

‘Allamah ShamI has stated, ‘It could also be done that l pHp)^ pH and 

‘Ail JjAj Ail Ml all M’ be written on the forehead and the chest of the deceased 
respectively. Write these with the index finger without using ink, after giving Ghusl to 
the deceased but before shrouding him/her.’ (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 157) 

It is not necessary to put diacritical marks. It is permissible to keep Shajarah and ‘Ahd 
Namah in the grave. It is preferable to make a recess-like space in the wall in front of the 
face of the deceased towards the Qiblah and then keep Shajarah and ‘Ahd Namah in it. 

It is stated in Durr-e-Mukhtar that not only is it permissible to write ‘Ahd Namah’ on 
the shroud, there is also a hope of forgiveness for the deceased by virtue of this. 

(Bahar-e-SharT’at, vol. 4, pp. 108) 
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Bestowment of forgiveness 

On the Day of Judgement, the angels of punishment will capture a person. The angels 
will be ordered to search his body parts for any virtue. Therefore, they will search all of 
his body parts but will find no virtue. They will then ask the person to show his tongue 
so that they would see whether there is any virtue in it. When he takes out his tongue, 
the angels will see ^-ji\ £s\ ^ written in white on his tongue. Immediately, it will 

be announced, ‘Go! We have forgiven you!’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 25) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Gunahgaraun na ghabrao na ghabrao na ghabrao 
Nazar rahmat pay rakho Jannat-ul-Firdaus mayn jao 

O sinners! Do not worry! Do not worry! 

Enter Jannat-ul-Firdaus setting your sight on mercy 

ijp (jUu all! c-JLi! <Jp 


Dear Islamic brothers! This is the grace of Allah J«3£ that He forgives whoever He 
wishes. Undoubtedly, that person must have recited ^4 with sincerity, 

which in turn benefited him, as even an apparently minor-looking deed performed with 
sincerity is very great. 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah Aid* 

has stated, ‘Jlill! Jlil! dia4=4 dAio ‘Become sincere in your Din [religion]; even little 
deed Will suffice.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 5, pp. 435, Hadis 7914) 

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Imam Muhammad Ghazall has quoted a saint as saying, 

‘Sincerity (even) for a moment is a cause of absolution but sincerity is very rarely found.’ 


(Hiya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 4, pp. 399) 
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Signs of sincere deed 

The companions of Sayyiduna Isa asked him, ‘Whose deed is sincere?’ 

Sayyiduna Isa -4sji. ^ Ji replied, ‘The deed of only that person will be considered 
sincere who performs his deed solely for the pleasure of Allah and dislikes being 
praised by people for that deed.’ (ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 4, pp. 403) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




O Allah For the sake of Your sincere Prophet, Sayyiduna ‘Isa .visjis sA&i <«u. s TS 
forgive us without any reason merely out of Your mercy. Amin! 

Alas! How sad! We are rapidly falling into the deep abyss of destruction at the hands of 
our Nafs and Satan! Alas! We are not satisfied unless our deeds and religious actions are 
admired and praised in the name of encouragement. 


Mayra har ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho 
Kar ikhlas aysa ‘ata Yd Ilahi 


My every deed be solely for Your pleasure, O Almighty 
Bless me with such a treasure of sincerity 


Easy invocation for removal of adversities 

Sayyiduna ‘All has narrated that the Holy Prophet J* has 

stated, ‘O ‘Ali jusdLiijj?)! Should I not tell you some words to be recited in 

times of adversity?’ Sayyiduna ‘Ali jjJA replied, ‘Of course! Please do tell me. 
May my life be sacrificed for you! I have indeed learnt all goodness only from you!’ He 
JLjdjlsdifc jmiAi j* then said, ‘Whenever you are in adversity, recite this: 


aliU Sh ojS J 


Thus, with its blessings, Allah will remove whichever adversities He wishes.’ 

(‘Aml-ul-Yaum wal-Laylah li-Ibn Sunru, pp. 120) 
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Removal of difficulties 

Dear Islamic brothers! Whenever you face any adversity such as illness, debt, court case, 
opposition from enemy, unemployment, unforeseen problem, loss of something, or if 
you are hurt or beaten by someone, or if you stumble over something or are stuck in a 
traffic jam or suffer financial or commercial loss or are burgled or your car etc. breaks 
down - in brief, whether you have a major problem or a minor one, develop a habit of 
reciting plhill 4S1U Sfj Sj Virtuous intention will lead to 

destination - that is, if recited with a firm belief, it will benefit you, ^l. 

Another action for the solution to problems is to make Ghusl before Salat-ul-Jumu’ah 
and put on clean and pure clothes and then recite 2 W Li 200 times whilst in solitude (with 
Salat-‘Alan-NabI 4 $r thrice before and after it). No matter how major the problem is, it 
will be solved, and whichever type of need one has, it will be fulfilled, 

By the blessings of making Dua in the company of the devotees of Rasul 
during the Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, the problems of 
countless Islamic brothers have been solved. 

New life 

A labourer was hospitalized for the treatment of kidney failure. His wicked nephew 
came to visit him. Seeing his maternal uncle in an extremely critical condition, he became 
dejected and tears welled up in his eyes. He had heard that Du’as made during the 
Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami are accepted. Therefore, he also 
travelled with a Madam Qafilah during which he tearfully made Du’a for the recovery of 
his uncle. 

When he returned, he was amazed to see that his uncle, who had now recovered from 
his disease and had come home, was strolling towards the Masjid to offer Salah! Seeing 
this merciful scene, the young man repented of his sinful life and adopted the beautiful 
Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami! 
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Marz gambhir ho, garcheh dilgir ho 
Haun gl hal mushkilayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Gharri kay badal chaiayn aur khushiyan milayn 
Dil ki kaliyan khilin Qafilay mayn chalo 

Diseases will be cured, travel with Madani Qafilah 
Problems will be resolved, travel with Madani Qafilah 
Clouds of grief will be cleared, travel with Madani Qafilah 
Rain of happiness will be showered, travel with Madani Qafilah 










The Du’a made from the depths of the heart can never be rejected. Whatever 
Dua is made to Allah is definitely accepted. Our Merciful Allah Js-sS^ has declared: 



And your Rab JmS*- has proclaimed, ‘Pray to Me, I shall answer your prayer.’ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 24, Surah Al-Mumin, verse 60) 

Satanic deception 

Undoubtedly, Allah JmS*- has declared in the Noble Quran, pray to Me, I shall answer your 
prayer, but often our prayers appear to be unanswered. For example, someone prays that 
he get a job at a certain firm or organization but his desire isn’t fulfilled [and thus it is 
assumed that the prayer was not answered]. 
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Cure for satanic deception 

Misunderstanding about the meaning of the fulfilment of prayer leads to satanic deceptions. 
There is no doubt about the fulfilment of prayer. However, a prayer may be fulfilled in 
different ways three of which are mentioned below: 

1. (Sometimes) what the praying person asks for is not given to him as it was not good 
for him, whereas Allah J*s$s the most Merciful, wants what is best for His servants. 




It is likely that you dislike a thing which is better for you; and it is likely that you like a 
thing which is bad for you; and Allah knows, and you do not know. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 216) 

2. (At times) A great adversity or trouble is going to befall the praying person but he is 
protected from it by Almighty Allah by virtue of his prayer which apparently 
seems unfulfilled to him. For example, he was to sustain a fracture to his feet in a 
motorcycle accident after Salat-ul-Maghrib on Sunday. After Salat-ul-‘Asr on 
Sunday, he made Dua: ‘Ya Allah so-and-so person owes me 1000 rupees. May 
he return my money to me!’ After offering Salat-ul-Maghrib, he reached the house 
of the debtor safe and sound but the debtor did not pay the debt. He thought that 
his prayer was not answered but, in fact, he is unaware that by the blessing of his 
apparently unfulfilled looking prayer he has been protected from the trouble of the 
fracture of feet which was to befall him in an accident whilst he was on his way to 
the debtor’s house. 

3. (Sometimes) what the praying person asks for is not given to him but a great deal of 
reward is given to him in the Hereafter in return. It is mentioned in a blessed Hadis, 
‘In the Hereafter, when a person sees the rewards of his prayers that were not 
answered in the world, he will desire, ‘If only no prayer of mine had been answered 
in the world and all had been saved here for (my afterlife).’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 37) 
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It is mentioned in another blessed Hadis, ‘The doors of Paradise will be opened for the 
one who is blessed with the ability of making prayer.’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 141) 

A devotee of 

A preacher was once describing the excellence of p_l> in a congregation. A non- 
Muslim girl was also present. Impressed by listening to the virtues of <c-LJ' p_l>, she 
embraced Islam and developed a habit of reciting As' pi at the time of sleeping, 

waking, standing, sitting, walking and doing household chores. In short, she started 
reciting all the time. 

The parents of the girl who were unbelievers were extremely displeased with her. Due to 
their enmity against Islam they started torturing her and conspired to have her murdered 
under any false charge. One day, the father of the girl who was a courtier at the royal 
court gave the King’s seal ring to his daughter to keep it in a safe place. 

Reciting ALAp' jA-Ap' A 1 ' <ri she took the ring and put it into her pocket reciting 
pA~p' ^lA-p' As' pi. When night fell and the girl went to sleep, her father secretly took the 
ring from her pocket and threw it into the river. A fish in the river swallowed the ring. 

The next morning, a fisherman cast his fishnet in the river, catching the same fish 
coincidentally. The fisherman then gifted the fish to the courtier who gave it to his 
daughter to cook. Reciting p*Ap' j-AApl As' pi she took the fish. When she cut open the 
stomach of the fish whilst reciting AAp' jiA-p' As' pi, she found the same ring. Reciting 
pl>.jj' jlA-p' As' pi she put the ring into her pocket again and served the cooked fish to 
her father. After the meal, it was time for her father to go to the royal court, so he asked 
his daughter for the ring. Reciting jAA._p' As' pi she took out the ring from her 
pocket and handed it over to him. Seeing this, he was completely taken aback. In this 
way, Allah Js-sA saved the girl who was a devotee of <ciJ' p-JA from being murdered. 

(Lam’an-e-Sufiya) 

May Allah A-sA have mercy on her and forgive us without accountability for her sake! 
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Excellence of writing 

Sayyiduna Anas has reported that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of 

Ummah Jas-tfsifc JusAi J* has stated, ‘The one who has written ^AA-jll Ail pia in a 
beautiful form for the honour of Allah J«5s will be forgiven by Allah Js-sK’ (Ad-Dur-rul- 
Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 27) 

The honourable father of A’la Hadrat, Shaykh Sayyiduna NaqI ‘All Khan Qadirl 
passed away on a Thursday at the time of Zuhr in the sacred month of Zul- 
Qa’da-til-Haram, in 1297 A.H. The last writing of his life was jlA-yll Ail pis. 

Describing the heart-rending moments of his father’s demise, A’la Hadrat has 

stated, ‘On the day of his demise, he offered Salat-ul-Fajr. Before the time of Zuhr 
started he had passed away. When his soul was going to leave his body, all those present 
witnessed that he was repeatedly making Salam with his eyes closed (this seems to be an 
indication that the blessed souls of the Auliya were gathering to welcome him). During 
his last breaths, he passed his hands over the parts of his body washed in Wudu as though 
he was making Wudu. He even cleaned his nose from the inside. He acted as 

if he was offering Salat-uz-Zuhr in the state of unconsciousness. 

When his blessed soul was going to leave his body, this Faqlr 1 was present close to his 
head. By Allah JisSA A beautiful Nur (light) was clearly visible to everyone. It arose from 
his chest and shone on the face like bright lightning, as sunlight reflects in a mirror. This 
happened for a moment and then disappeared, and his soul also left his body at the very 
same moment. The last word he uttered was ‘Allah JsaS*-’ and the last words he wrote were 
‘(AApI I Ail pis’ which he had written on a piece of paper 2 days before his demise.’ 

After some time, I (i.e. A’la Hadrat had a dream in which I saw my honourable 

Murshid at the shrine of my honourable father ^ so I asked, ‘Your 

eminence! You are here?’ He replied, ‘From today or from now, I will be staying here.’ 

(Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 50) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


1 A’la Hadrat humbly refers to himself as ‘Faqlr’ that means a worthless person. [Translator’s Note] 
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Dear Islamic brothers! To attain the great reward of writing 4sI if possible, 

whilst in the state of Wudu, one should occasionally write it on a piece of paper in a 
beautiful manner. Never write it at such a place where it may be desecrated. 

Likewise, do not write verses and sacred words on walls as the paint with sacred writings 
on them may peel off the wall and fall on the ground. (Take the same care in Masajid as 
well). As for writing something on the ground or floor, this has been explicitly prohibited 
by our Beloved Rasul 

Writing on ground 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
J* once passed by a place where something was written on the ground. The 
Holy Prophet asked a nearby sitting young man, ‘What is written there?’ 

The young man replied, I—h p—4.’ The Blessed Rasul J* said, ‘Curse be 

upon the person who has done this. Keep (the writing of) <c-LJ\ at its (proper) place 
[that is, respect it].’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, PP- 29) 

Az-Khuda khawahim taufiq adab 
Bay-adab mahriim gasht azfazl-e-Rab 

(We seek the ability of respecting holy things as the disrespectful are disgraced 
and deprived of divine bounties) 

Respect alphabets of every language 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should not write the letters of any language on the ground. 
Some people are under the impression that there is no need to respect the English 
language, but this is a grave misunderstanding of theirs. Just ponder! If ‘Allah’ is 
written in English, will you not respect it? Indeed, you will respect it from the bottom of 
your heart. If, Allah forbid, someone places his foot on (the word ‘Allah’ written 
on a piece of paper etc.) or throws away it with the intention of desecrating it, he will 
become an unbeliever. Therefore, one should respect the letters of all the languages of 
the world including English. 
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It is mentioned on page 396 of the first volume of Tafsir Kablr that all languages spoken 
in the world are ‘Ilhamf [divinely revealed]. It is obvious that writing the words of any 
language on the ground is its desecration. These days, some words are painted on the 
roads by the traffic department for the guidance of drivers, this is wrong. If only they 
had used signs of different colours (except green) for this purpose. Likewise, doormats 
with the word ‘Welcome’ printed on them should not be placed near doors. 

Regretfully, it has become almost impossible these days to respect the letters of 
languages. Often, the name of the company or manufacturer is printed on rugs, floor 
sheets, mattresses, duvet covers, bed sheets, bed spreads and bedstead covers etc. Such 
names are inscribed even on toilets, slippers, shoes and soles. Company name is also 
printed on the edge of the fabric. Sometimes, the trousers or pyjama gets sewn in such a 
way that the company name printed on the fabric remains under backside, continuously 
disrespecting the letters. The most distressing thing is that writing is usually seen even 
on the bottom of floor tiles. [To avoid disrespect] the writing engraved on floor tiles can 
be removed by an angle grinder. Those buying these items in bulk can have them 
prepared without company name by asking the manufacturer to do so at the time of 
placing their order. But who takes such great pains and develop this Madam mindset! 
Well, with the ability granted by Almighty Allah everything is possible! 

Once, in Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi, Sag-e-Madlnah 1 was deeply hurt to have seen a red 
brick with the word ‘Umar’ inscribed on it. Such red bricks are used in making walls, 
floors, bathrooms and even toilets. When writing these words, a heart-rending experience 
of past comes to my mind. Let me share that with you. 

Heart-rending recollection of Madinah 

At the eastern side of the sacred Masjid-un-NabawI, in front of Bab Jibrall, there was an 
ancient street which led towards Jannat-ul-BaqI’. The devotees used to call it ‘Street of 
Paradise.’ Many memorable sites were once located there including the sacred houses of 
the blessed family of the Holy Prophet Jtssi&ij*. Now, that sweet and beautiful 

Madam street has been demolished. 


The author, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat A*jU3ii4^:W^5, refers to himself as ‘Sag-e-Madinah’ out of humbleness. 
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On a delightful evening of 1400 A.H., I (the author) was passing the same ‘Street of 
Paradise’ when my eye fell on some Arabic words engraved onto a manhole cover. When I 
looked closer, I saw that the words ^ were engraved on it. I kissed the words 
with sentimental reverence and felt inexpressible hatred for those unfortunate people 
who had engraved the name of my sweet and beloved city Madlnah ts^^sa>*.dj!iisb onto 
the cover of a manhole. Meanwhile, an old Yemeni who had seen me kiss the blessed 
words came and told me off. I lowered my head and moved on swiftly. I had only walked 
a short distance when I heard someone say Salam to me. When I turned around to see 
who he was, I noticed that he was a person from Pakistan. He met me politely. The odd 
thing was that he began to apologise to me and said, ‘Please don’t mind what the old 
Yemeni has said.’ 

He further said, ‘I am very impressed by your manner of showing respect and reverence 
at the sacred Masjid-un-Nabawi. I have been consistently following you and taking note 
of every single movement and action of yours. Please come and stay at my home.’ I replied, 
I have accommodation.’ He then said, ‘At least eat food with me’, I replied, ‘I 
do not need food yet.’ Then he said, ‘Please accept some money from me as a gift.’ Thanking 
him I explained, ‘I am not a needy person; I have enough provisions, Anyway, 

he was someone who possessed correct beliefs and was very affectionate towards me. 
He was a stranger to me, and I did not meet him again since that casual meeting. May 
Allah JmS*- bless him with great rewards and protect every Muslim from blasphemy and 
the evil of the blasphemers. 

ol% <yS\ 

Mahfuz. Khuda rakhna sada bay-adabaun say 
Aur mujh say bhi sarzad na kabhi bay-adabi ho 

Protect me always from blasphemers, O Almighty 
May I never commit any type of blasphemy 


Argument of sharp-witted 

In Arabic, the word ‘Madlnah’ means ‘a city’ so there is nothing wrong with writing the 
word ‘Madlnah’ on the cover of a manhole. 
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Reply by a devotee 

In Arabic, the word ‘Balad (-vb)’ is also commonly used for city. Even city council of 
Madlnah is called ‘Baladiyyah’ so what prompted them to write the beautiful name of 
Madlnah on a manhole cover! With the exception of Arabic language, when ‘Madlnah’ 
is used in any other language of the world including Urdu, it will mean the holy Madlnah 
city of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet tsssbij*. 

Moreover, renowned scholars have included the single word ‘Madlnah’ in the numerous 
blessed names of Madlna-tul-Munawwarah it^duiusb. Further, the books written 
on the history of Madlna-tul-Munawwarah also affirm the fact that the single word 
‘Madlnah’ refers to the blessed city of the Holy Prophet JUs-dbs^jtsSaii! J*. For example, on 
page 22 of volume 1 of his book Wafa-ul-Wafa, ‘Allamah Nuruddln ‘All Bin Ahmad 
Assamhudl 4 j' Aa? has stated many blessed names of Madlna-tul-Munawwarah 
one of which is the single word ‘Madlnah.’ 

Anyway, the hearts of devotees can never accept the writing or engraving of the word 
‘Madlnah’ or ‘Al-Madlnah’ on a manhole cover. What is Al-Madlnah! Only the hearts of 
true devotees can understand the sanctity of ‘Al-Madlnah.’ The leader of devotees, Imam 
of the Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of religion, Maulana Shah Ahmad Raza Khan lArW has 
explained the significance of Madlnah in his following couplet: 

Nam-e-Madinah lay diya chalnay lagT naslm-e-khuld 
Sauzish-e-gham ko ham nay bhl kaysi hawa batai kyun 

Mention of Madlnah has made a breeze of Paradise blow 
And has caused the grief of our heart to further grow 

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish) 

The brother of A’la Hadrat <*sU. jiss Aji Maulana Hasan Raza Khan u&oi has 

expressed his devotion to Madlnah in the following couplet: 

Rahayn un kay jalway, basayn un kay jalway 
Mayra dil banay yadgar-e-Madinah 

May holy visions remain in my heart 
May thoughts of Madlnah capture my heart 

(Zauq-e-Na’at) 
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Satanic deception 

After all, it is very disgusting to kiss the cover of a manhole. 

Cure for satanic deception 

The cover is on the mouth of the manhole while the waste matter is inside. Therefore, 
there is no justification in declaring the dry manhole cover unclean which has no 
apparent signs of uncleanliness upon it. No Mufti of the Islamic world would declare it 
impermissible to kiss, out of love and devotion, the word ‘Al-Madlnah’ which has 
attachment to the holy city Madlna-tul-Munawwarah, even if written or engraved on a 
dry manhole cover. Indeed, it is only a trait of the devotees of Madlnah to 

fervently and delightfully kiss the word ‘Al-Madlnah’ engraved on a cover placed in a 
blessed street of the sacred city of the Noble Prophet O the devotees of 

beloved Madlnah and the Prophet of Madlnah j*! Say delightfully: 


Al-Madinah say hamayn to piyar hay 
Apnd bayra par hay 


We have love for Al-Madinah indeed 
We will succeed 




Drinker forgiven 

There were two brothers. One of them was pious, whereas the other was a drinker. The 
pious person once called his brother and punished him for his habit of drinking alcohol. 
Whilst returning, the drinker fell into some deep water and drowned. Eventually, he was 
buried in a grave. At night, the pious person had a dream in which he saw his deceased 
brother stroll in Paradise. Amazed, he asked, ‘You were a drinker and had died in the 
state of intoxication, how have you entered Paradise?’ His deceased brother replied, 
‘Whilst returning after being beaten by you, I saw on the way a piece of paper with 
written on it. Picking it up, I swallowed it. I then fell into the deep 

water and drowned. 
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After I was buried, Munkar and Naklr came into my grave and asked questions. I politely 
said, ‘You are questioning me, whereas the pure name of my Beloved Almighty Allah 
isA is in my abdomen!’ As I said this, a voice from Ghayb said, d iylc-is JjAi- jlA ‘My 
servant has spoken the truth. Undoubtedly, I have forgiven him.' (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. i,pp. 27) 

May Allah J«5£- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


jp JUS aiil 

all! 

Jp JUS alii JUs 


jp ljU 

<=0^ eil 

jp 


If only every Muslim joins the fold of the Sunnah learning and teaching devotees of 
Rasul by associating himself with Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political, religious 
movement of the Quran and Sunnah. If only we all get the privilege of attending 
every Dars and Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ and wholeheartedly make struggle for these 
righteous acts. 

Reward of forgiveness 

An Islamic brother has stated, ‘The 3 day Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami, a 
global & non-political, religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, was going to be 
held in Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi. Large-scale preparations for the Ijtima’ were underway. 
Special trains from different cities were arranged so that devotees of Rasul could attend 
the Ijtima’ from all over the country. 

During those days a relative of mine passed away. A few days after his demise, someone 
from his family saw him in a dream. When asked about his state, the deceased replied, ‘I 
had booked a seat on one of the special trains with the intention of attending Dawat-e- 
Islami’s Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ going to be held in Karachi. Allah has forgiven 
me because of that true intention of mine.’ 
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Rahmat-e-Haq ‘baha ’ na mi juwaid 
Rahmat-e-Haq ‘bahanah ’ ml juwaid 

The mercy of Allah does not seek a price 

The mercy of Allah searches just for an excuse 

JUS ilil jp tjU, 
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Blessings of good intention 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how tremendous the virtues of a good intention are? 
Although that brother could not get the opportunity of attending the Ijtima’, he was 
fortunately forgiven because of his intention of attending the Ijtima’. Sayyiduna Hasan 
BasrI has stated, ‘Man will attain Paradise, not because of a few days’ good 

deeds, but because of good intentions.’ (Kimiya-e-Sa’adat, vol. 2,pp. 861) 

Remember that intention refers to the intention of the heart (i.e. the willingness of heart 
to do something). If a person (apparently) agrees to do some righteous act but has no 
intention in his heart, he won’t gain the reward of intention. For example, someone is 
asked to go somewhere tomorrow, and he responds by saying, ‘Yes’, but he has the 
intention in his heart that he will not go there. This will be a false promise, and making a 
false promise is a Haram act leading to Hell. 

When the Holy Prophet departed for the battle of Tabuk, he 

said, ‘In Madlnah Tayyibah there are certain people who are with us whenever we cross 
a valley or invade a place, annoying the unbelievers. Further, when we spend any money 
or are hungry, they are (also considered) to be with us in all these things despite the fact 
that they are in Madlna-tul-Munawwarah.’ The blessed companions asked, 

‘Ya Rasulallah JUs-db-sfe j*, how? They are not with us!’ The Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul jMiaSk&izJks&tii J* said, ‘They have been prevented by compulsion.’ (In other words, 
they are deserving of reward because they had a firm intention of participation but could 
not participate due to some valid compulsion). (Sunan Kubra, vol. 9, pp. 24) 

The one using fragrance for the pleasure of Allah JmS*- will come on the Day of Judgement 
in such a manner that his fragrance will be wafting more than that of musk, and the one 
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using fragrance for anyone other than Allah Js-sSt will come on the Day of Judgement in 
such a way that his smell will be more foul than that of a carcass. (Musannaf ‘Abdur Razzaq, 
vol. 4, pp. 319, Hadis 7932) (lhya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 4, pp. 813) 

Quoting a blessed Hadis in his renowned book ‘Klmiya-e-Sa’adaf Hujjat-ul-Islam Imam 
Muhammad Ghazali u's 3 ' has stated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

J* has said, ‘The one borrowing (money etc.) with no intention of returning 
it is a thief.’ (AttarghTb WattarhTb, vol. 2, pp. 602) 


Divine Hidden Plan 

Indeed the mercy of Allah is immense and infinite. He Js-sSt is independent. No one 
knows what the Divine Hidden Plan about him is. When the mercy of Allah Js-sS^ 
dominates, He JU-sS^ blesses a person with the marvellous favours of Paradise by virtue 
of an apparently minor-looking deed but when He Js-sS^ intends to punish a person, 
He JU-sS*- punishes him for even any minor sin. Therefore, one should never miss any 
good deed and should always refrain from every sin. One should always fear the 
indifference of Allah Js-sS*-. 

A hair-raising parable 

‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rahman Ibn Jauzl u^\ iu-o - has narrated that Sayyiduna Hasan 
BasrI was once sitting somewhere along with his friends when some people 

came dragging the corpse of an executed person. As Sayyiduna Hasan BasrI 
glanced at the executed person’s face, he instantly fell to the ground unconscious. When 
he recovered, someone asked him the story. He replied, ‘This executed man was once a 
great worshipper and a pious person.’ 

More curious, people requested, ‘Ya Sayyidi! Please tell us the incident in detail.’ The 
eminent saint then related, ‘One day, this worshipper left his house to offer Salah. On the 
way he caught sight of a non-Muslim girl, and immediately fell in love with her. Unable 
to resist, he asked her to marry him. The non-Muslim girl asked him to embrace her 
religion. At first, he prevented himself but eventually gave in to his lust and embraced 
her religion renouncing Islam. 
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When he informed the girl that he had embraced her religion, she turned furious and 
said admonishing him, ‘O unfortunate person! You have no good. You are not loyal 
even to your religion, how could you be loyal to anyone else! O ill-fated person! You have 
endangered your lifelong worship, piety and even your religion in the craziness of your 
lust! Listen! You have become an apostate renouncing Islam but I have embraced Islam 
renouncing that untrue religion, 

Having said this, she recited Surah Al-Ikhlas. Someone asked her in astonishment, ‘How 
did you learn this Surah by heart?’ She replied, ‘In my dream, I saw that I was about to 
fall into Hell when a respectable man came there and comforted me saying, ‘Don’t be 
afraid. That man has been made atonement for you [i.e. he will enter Hell instead of 
you].’ Then, I saw this unfortunate lover being brought to be thrown into Hell in place 
of me. Later, the respectable man took me to Paradise where I saw the following words 
written: 




Allah blots out what He wills and establishes what He wills and with Him is the 
actual writing. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 13, Surah Ar-Ra’d, verse 39) 


Then the respectable man taught me Surah Al-Ikhlas and when I woke up I had learnt it 
by heart.’ 

Sayyiduna Hasan Basrl then said, ‘The fortunate girl became a Muslim but 

the ill-fated worshipper became an apostate giving in to his lust, and was executed today. 
Sislill ail JLll We beseech Allah for protection.’ (Bahr-ud-Dumu’, pp. 76) 


Dear Islamic brothers! Everyone should always fear the indifference and Hidden Plan of 
Allah Js-iSt. None of us knows whether or not we will die with Iman [faith]. 


Alas! By Allah Jm 5*-! Because of being born in the world, we are confronted with extremely 
severe trials and tribulations. In this matter, even animals and insects are better off as 
they neither have the fear of losing Iman and suffering the agonies of death nor do they 
have the fear of facing the horrors of grave, Judgement Day and punishment of Hell. 
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Kash kay mayn dunya mayn payda na huwa hota 
Qabr-o-hashr ka sab gharn khatm ho gayd hota 
Ah! Salb-e-Imdn ka khaufkhaye jata hay 
Kash! Mayn ma nay hi mujh ko na jana hota 
Ah! Kasrat-e- ‘isydn haye khaufdozakh ka 
Kash! Is jahan ka mayn na bashar band hota 

If only I had never been bom in the world 
The grief of the grave and resurrection would all have ended 
Alas! The fear of losing faith is eating away at me 
If only my mother had not given birth to me 
Alas! This abundance of sins, and the fear of Hellfire 
If only I were not a human in the world 

Allah is carefree. We should always fear Him. We should never be heedless of 
protecting our Iman. Wicked company is extremely disastrous while pious company and 
devotion & spiritual link with the pious is very beneficial leading to protection (in the 
worldly life as well as in the afterlife). 

Whoever joins the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political, 
religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, and remains associated with it throughout 
his life is showered with such mercy that others get astonished! 

A pilgrim of Madinah 

Here is a summary of the account given by a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami from Nayaabad 
area of [Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi], He has stated: My 70-year-old respectable father, 
Haji ‘Abdur Rahim Attari (Patni) spent the early part of his life enjoying the beauties of 
the world but later he was fortunately blessed with the Madani environment of Dawat-e- 
Islami, which caused a Madani transformation in his life, 

On the eve of his second Hajj-pilgrimage in 1995, he was extremely delighted and excited. 
As the moment of his departure approached he got more and more happy. He remained 
busy the whole night delightedly making preparations for his departure. The house was 
full of guests gathered to see him off. At last, the moment of his departure had nearly 
arrived, enhancing his happiness. We were to go to the airport at 4:00 a.m. 
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At around 3:00 a.m., he placed Ihram beside him and lay down in his room to take rest. I 
also went to my room for some rest. Hardly 15 minutes had passed when I heard a knock 
on the door of my room. As I opened the door, I saw that my respected mother was 
standing in a state of anxiety and worry. She told me that my father was having severe 
pain. I immediately went to his room and saw that he was rubbing his chest in agony. He 
was rushed to hospital where doctors informed us that he had suffered a heart attack. A 
deep anxiety prevailed in home. Everyone was extremely saddened by the thought that 
the time of his departure to Madinah has arrived and he has been hospitalized. 

Alas! The plane left for Madinah without him. He remained in hospital for 5 days. 
During his stay in hospital, he suffered four more heart attacks. As long as he remained 
conscious he did not miss any Sal ah by the blessings of the Madani environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami. As soon as he was told that the time of Sal ah had started, he would 
immediately open his eyes. He would then make Tayammum with someone’s help, and 
offer his Sal ah by gestures due to weakness. He suffered from another attack, falling 
unconscious. 

On hearing the Azan for Salat-ul-‘Isha, he blinked slightly, so I said, ‘Father, shall I help 
you make Tayammum for Salah?’ He nodded. I helped him make Tayammum. 

Folding his hands he uttered and then fell unconscious again. I anxiously ran 

out and called out the doctor. He was immediately transferred to the I.C.U. After a few 
minutes, the doctor came and told me that my father was very fortunate because he 
recited Mi ^i M aloud and then passed away. ® (Part 2, Sarah 

Al-Baqarah, verse 156) 

A Sayyid (descendent of the Prophet) gave Ghusl [ritual bathing] to my respectable father. 
My father had the habit of counting the number of his invocations (Wazaif) on his 
fingers. After he passed away, his fingers were in a position as if he was using his fingers 
for invocation. Repeated attempts to straighten his fingers failed and they returned to 
the same state as if he was counting with his fingers. Many Islamic brothers 

attended his funeral. 

My elder brother had also arranged to go for Hajj the same year. He was blessed 
with the privilege of performing Hajj. He (my elder brother) has stated, ‘In Madlna-tul- 
Munawwarah, I made tearful pleas in the court of the Holy Prophet jiaiAi J* that 
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the state of my deceased father be revealed to me. As I went to sleep at night I dreamt that 
my respected father wearing Ihram has come and said, ‘I have come here (in Madinah) to 
make the intention of ‘Umrah. You remembered me, so I have come to you. 

I am very happy.’ 

The next year, my nephew saw, in complete wakefulness, his respected grandfather (i.e. 
my deceased father Haji ‘Abdur Rahim ‘Attari) offer Salah next to him in Masjid-ul-Haram 
in front of the blessed Ka’bah. Having finished Salah, he looked for him a lot but could 
not find him. 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Madinay ka musafir Sindh say puhancha Madinay mayn 
Qadam rakhnay kl nawbat bhi na dyi thi safinay mayn 

The pilgrim to Madinah has reached Madinah from Sindh 
Without having the need of travelling by any means 

(Jp (JUu alii c-JLshl <Jp 


Allah Js-sS^ is very pleased with those respecting His name. He Js-sSt showers His grace 
and bounty on such people. It is also His Hidden Plan that He can become pleased even 
with an apparently minor-looking deed performed by an extreme sinner and alcoholic 
and can bless him with the ability of repenting of sins, making him a Wall. 

A drinker became a Wall 

Before repenting of his sins, Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi As\h^<dj. was an alcoholic. He 
was once going somewhere in a drunken stupor. On the way, his eye fell on a 
piece of paper on which e~i was written. He picked it up respectfully. He 

then bought some fragrance which he applied to the paper and then placed it 
at a high place in reverence. 

At night, a saint \ks-e had a dream in which he heard someone say, ‘Go and tell 

Bishr that he made My name fragrant, honoured it and placed it at a high place, We will 
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also purify him.’ After the saint woke up, he thought to himself, ‘Bishr is an alcoholic; 
there is perhaps some misunderstanding on my part about the dream.’ Then, making 
Wudu and offering Nafl Salah, he went to sleep again but had the same dream for the 
second and then for the third time with the same instruction, i.e. ‘Our message is indeed 
for Bishr! Go and convey Our message to him!’ 

Therefore, the saint went out of his house looking for Sayyiduna Bishr and 

learnt that Bishr was in the gathering of alcoholics. Reaching the gathering he called out 
‘Bishr’ but was told by people that Bishr was in a drunken stupor. The saint said to 
people, ‘Go and somehow tell him that a man with a message for him is standing 
outside.’ 

Someone went and told him of this. Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi said, ‘Ask him as 

to whose message he has brought.’ When asked, the saint replied, ‘I have brought the 
message of Allah JmK’ When informed of this, Sayyiduna Bishr Jts5 Ai\ kfv was 
overwhelmed and immediately came out barefooted. Hearing the divine message, he 
sincerely repented of his sins and attained such a high spiritual rank that he began to 
remain barefooted due to the extreme degree of witnessing divine omnipotence. This is 
why he *&<)&&&■* became famously known as Hafi (i.e. the one remaining barefooted). 

(Tazkira-tul-Auliya, pp. 68) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Virtues of showing respect 

Dear Islamic brothers! A grave sinner and an alcoholic became a Wall of Allah 
merely because of respecting and revering a piece of paper on which the blessed name of 
Allah was written. So, why will then we sinners not be blessed with the grace and 
bounty of Allah if we also respect those blessed individuals whose hearts, with the 
name of Allah engraved on them, remain occupied in divine remembrance. 
Furthermore, how dear would the respect of Sayyiduna Muhammad J* be to 

Allah Js-sSt as he J* is the Sovereign of all Prophets and saints! 

Indeed, respecting the name of a holy individual brings about blessings. Sayyiduna Bishr 
Hafi gained a high spiritual rank by respecting the name of Allah Js-sX If 
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we also respect the name of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet why will we 

not gain respect? On hearing the blessed name, if we kiss our thumbs and touch them to 
our eyes out of respect, why will we not get its blessings? Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi 
applied fragrance to the paper on which the name of Allah was written, so he was 
purified. If we also sprinkle rose water wherever the Zikr of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUssjbaifcjisSi&i j* is made why would we not be purified? 

Even animals pay respect to Wall 

Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi Aji would always walk barefooted. As long as he was 

alive in Baghdad, no animal defecated on the pathways of the city out of respect and 
reverence so that Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi would not be inconvenienced while 

walking barefooted. 

One day, an animal defecated on a pathway; his owner became worried fearing that 
Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi has perhaps passed away or else the animal would 

never defecate on the path. After a short while he heard that the great saint had passed 
away. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 137) 

May Allah JisA have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Forgiveness for the respectful 

After the demise of Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi Qasim Bin Munabbeh saw him 

in dream and asked, ill! j*S U ‘How has Allah treated you? He replied, ‘Allah JisA 
has forgiven me and told me, ‘O Bishr! I have forgiven you as well as all those who 
attended your funeral Salah.’ I then requested, ‘O Rab J«Ss forgive even those who love 
me.’ Allah said, ‘I have forgiven all those who would love you till the Day of 
Judgement.’ (Sharh-us-Sudur, pp. 289) 

A ’mal na daykhay yeh daykha, hay mayray Wall kay dar ka gada 
Khaliq J«3£ nay mujhay yun bakhsh diya, JA^aJjIch^ 


My devotion towards a Wall, not my deeds, was acknowledged 
My Creator has forgiven me for this privilege 
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Dear Islamic brothers! By the blessings of respecting Sayyiduna Bishr 

Hafi Ai\ gained such a great spiritual rank that its blessings are benefitting 

even us. When he made Du’a to Allah js-sS^, he was given the glad tidings of the forgiveness 
of those loving him. <Us$^ JjijL-s &i, We shall also be successful as we love all Auliya of 
Allah including Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi 


Bishr Hafi say hamayn to piyar hay 
Apna bay fa par hay 

We hue Bishr Hafi indeed 
We will succeed 


Hum ko saray Auliya say piyar hay 
Apna bayra par hay 

We love all Auliya indeed 
j*53i-4±)lsTL_& l S)l We will succeed 




Excellence of picking up a sacred paper 

Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

j* has stated, ‘Whoever picks up such a piece of paper, from the ground, on 
which any name from the names of Allah JasS^ is written, Allah J«5£- will raise the name 
of that person in ‘Illiyyln (i.e. the greatest place of souls) and will reduce the punishment 
of his parents even if they are unbelievers.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 4, pp. 300) 

Mufti A’zam Hind respects papers and alphabet 

The beloved son of A’la Hadrat, a practising scholar, a Wall of Allah, a devotee of Rasul, 
Al-Haj Muhammad Mustafa Raza Khan 0 iai famously known as ‘Mufti A’zam 

Hind’ would respect even blank papers and individual letters of the alphabet as these are 
used in writings of Quran, Ahadis and rulings of Sharl’ah. 
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In 1391 A.H., he came to Dar-ul-‘Ulum Rabbaniyyah Banda (India) in order to attend a 
degree-conferring ceremony. After he got off the vehicle and walked a few steps, his eye 
fell on a few pieces of tattered papers with some Urdu writings on them. Picking them 
up instantly, he said, ‘One should respect papers and the Arabic alphabet 1 as these are 
used in the compilation of the Holy Quran, blessed Ahadls and exegeses etc.’ (Derived from 
Mufti A’zam kl Istiqdmat-o-Karamat, pp. 124) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


Mufti A’zam Hind 4 *- 4 \ comforts the troubled 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you notice the enthusiasm of Mufti A’zam Hind for respecting 
Islamic writings etc! The one who respects the letters of the alphabet and even blank 
papers, how conscious would he be about treating Muslims with respect! 

Mufti A’zam Hind jus Aji la- would not miss any opportunity in comforting and 
sympathizing with the troubled Muslims. He would always avoid breaking the heart 
of Muslims, and was extremely eager to be of benefit to them. Why wouldn’t he be 
eager to do so as the Holy Prophet JUs-ab-sfe jusabi J* whose devotee he was has stated: 
os&i L That is, ‘Better person is the one who benefits people.’ (Ai-Jami’-us-Saghir, 
pp. 246, Hadis 4044) Here is now a unique parable showing a Madam glimpse of the 
observance of this Hadis. 

Mufti A’zam Hind teh* was once invited to a special occasion at Madrasah Faiz-ul- 
‘Ulum (Jamshedpur, Jharkhand India). After the ceremony ended, he got out of the 
Madrasah to return. He had just got in the rickshaw to go to the railway station when a 
person came and requested, ‘Your highness! Please give me some Ta’wlz for my such- 
and-such problem.’ The head of the Madrasah ‘Allamah Arshad-ul-Qadiri said to that 
person, ‘The train is about to leave, and you have come now to take Ta’wlz! ’ 

Mufti A’zam Hind ajUjuMiah? forbade ‘Allamah Arshad-ul-Qadiri (»j^ lij) 2 from stopping 
the person. ‘Allamah Arshad-ul-Qadiri requested, ‘Your highness! The train will leave!’ 

1 Apart from a few, most of Urdu language letters of the alphabet are also Arabic. 

2 This account was probably written in the life of ‘Allamali Arshad-ul-Qadiri as the Arabic words -y) are 
commonly used with a living person. 
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Listening to this, what Mufti A’zam Hind replied shows his divine fear and his 

sincere yearning for the comfort of the troubled Ummah and is worthy of being written 
in gold letters. He said, ‘Let the train leave, I’ll take another train. If, on the Judgement 
Day, Allah JkA*- asked me as to why I did not help so-and-so servant of Him in his 
difficulty, what reply will I give?’ Saying this, he had his entire luggage unloaded from 
the rickshaw. (MuftTA’zam kTIstiqamat-o-Karamat, pp. 120, 121) 

May Allah Js-A*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Blessing of sacred paper 

The cause for the repentance of Sayyiduna Mansur Bin ‘Ammar was that 

once he found a piece of paper, with ^ written on it, lying on the ground. 

When he could not find any appropriate place to put the paper, he swallowed it so that it 
would not be desecrated. The following night he had a dream in which he saw someone 
say, ‘By the blessings of the respect you showed for the sacred piece of paper, Allah Js-A^ 
has opened the doors of wisdom for you.’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 48) 

May Allah Js-As- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

(Jp (JUo aill c-JLiM <Jp 


Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see? The one respectfully picking up a piece of paper on 
which ^)\ ^ was written was blessed by Allah Js-A*- with repentance as well as 

with the rank of Wilayah and even that of‘Awtad.’ 

It is stated in Bahjat-ul-Asrar that Sayyiduna Shaykh Abu Bakr Bin Hawar 
has said, ‘There are 7 Awtad of Iraq: 

1. Sayyiduna Shaykh Ma’ruf KarkhI 

2. Sayyiduna Shaykh Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal 

3. Sayyiduna Shaykh Bishr Hafi 
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4. Sayyiduna Shaykh Mansur Bin ‘Ammar 

5. Sayyiduna Shaykh Junayd 

6. Sayyiduna Shaykh Sahl Bin ‘Abdullah Tustari 

7. Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani 

(Our beloved Ghaus-e-A’zam ^jisSaisi^ was not yet even born when Sayyiduna Shaykh 
Abu Bakr Bin Hawar said this. Therefore, listening to this news of Ghayb, 

people asked) ‘Who is ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani?’ Sayyiduna Shaykh Abu Bakr Bin Hawar 
replied, ‘He will be an ‘Ajarni ‘Sharif (the Arabs refer to the honourable 
descendents of the Prophet as ‘Sharif and ‘Habib’, whereas the word ‘Sayyid’ is used in 
place of ‘Sir.’ Therefore, what is meant here is that ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani will be a non- 
Arab Sayyid) who will reside in Baghdad. He will be born in the 5 th century Hijri and will 
be from among the Siddiqin (i.e. the highest ranking category of saints). Awtad are those 
who are the sovereigns of the world and the Qutubs of the earth.’ (Bahjat-ul-Asrar, pp. 385) 

May Allah JsAt have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

A Qutb is such a Wall of Allah who is in charge of the (spiritual) administration of a part 
of the world (i.e. a city etc.). 

Parable of four Du’as 

By the blessings of respecting the piece of paper on which was written, Sayyiduna 

Mansur Bin ‘Ammar was raised to the rank of the greatest saints. He would 

earnestly spread the call to righteousness and countless people would come to listen to 
his speeches reverentially. 

In his congregation, a deserving beggar once asked for four dirhams. Sayyiduna Mansur 
Bin ‘Ammar announced, ‘If someone gives this person four dirhams, I will 

make four Du’as for him in return.’ Coincidentally, a slave was passing there. As he 
heard the merciful voice of the saint, he instantly came to the congregation and gave 
four dirhams to the beggar. Sayyiduna Mansur then asked the slave, ‘Which 

four Du’as would you like me to make for you?’ The slave replied: 
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1. (Make Du’a that) I be freed from slavery. 

2. I receive recompense for these dirhams. 

3. I and my master be blessed with sincere repentance. 

4. I, my master, you and all those present be forgiven. 

Raising his hands Sayyiduna Mansur Bin ‘Ammar made these Du’as. The 

slave then left. Since the slave reached home late, his master asked him the reason of 
being late. The slave related the whole incident to his master. Hearing this, the master 
asked, ‘What was your first Du’a?’ The slave replied, ‘I asked for my freedom from slavery.’ 

On hearing this, his master said spontaneously, ‘Go! You are free from slavery.’ He then 
asked, ‘What was your second Du’a?’ The slave replied, ‘I asked for recompense for the 
four dirhams I gave.’ His master said, ‘In return for your four dirhams, I will give you 
four thousand dirhams.’ He then asked, ‘What was your third Du’a?’ The slave replied, ‘I 
requested that I and my master be blessed with sincere repentance from sins.’ 

As soon as the master heard this, he immediately made Istighfar and said, ‘I repent of all 
of my sins in the court of Allah Js-sW He then asked about the fourth Du’a. The slave 
replied, ‘I requested that I, my master, the saint and all the participants of the congregation 
be forgiven.’ When the master heard this, he said, ‘I have done the three things which 
were in my authority. The fourth thing, forgiveness for all, is beyond my power.’ That 
night, the master had a dream in which he heard a voice say, ‘You have done what was 
in your power. I am iijl 1 ; I have forgiven you, your slave, Mansur and all those 

who were present in the congregation.’ (Raud-ur-Riyahm, pp. 222) 

May Allah Js-sJs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


Du’a-e-Wali mayn woh tasir daykhi 
Badaltl hazaraun ki taqdir daykhi 


By the effect of the supplication of a saint 
Destiny of thousands of people is changed 




The Most Merciful of all those who show mercy. 
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Broken clay pot 

One day, Shaykh Sayyiduna Mujaddid Alf-e-Sanl at?!)! a great saint of the 

Naqshbandlyyah order, saw in a public toilet a filth-covered slightly broken large pot, 
used for the cleaning of the toilet. On looking closer he became anxious to notice that 
the word ‘Allah’ was engraved on the pot! Leaping forward, he picked up the pot, asked 
his servant to bring him a jug of water and cleaned it thoroughly with his own blessed 
hands, making it pure. Then, wrapping it in a white cloth he placed it at a high place out 
of respect. The great saint would then drink water in that pot. 

One day, he received an Ilham (i.e. a voice) from Allah Js-sS^, ‘As you have 

respected my name, I will also elevate your name in the world as well as in the Hereafter.’ 
The great saint would often say, ‘The high rank I have achieved by respecting 

the name of Allah could not have been achieved even by a hundred years of worship 

and devotion!’ (Derived from Hazarat-ul-Quds, Duftar duwum, pp. 13 Mukashafa number 35) 


Respect of blank paper 

A great saint of the Naqshbandlyyah order, Sayyiduna Shaykh Ahmad Sarhindl, famously 
known as Mujaddid Alf-e-Sani would even respect blank papers. One day, he 

was resting on his bed when he suddenly came down from it in anxiety and said, ‘It 
seems as though there is some piece of paper beneath the bed.’ (Zubdat-ul-Maqamat, pp. 192) 


Do not kick papers whilst walking 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable shows that one should respect even blank 
papers as the Holy Quran, Ahadls and Islamic rulings are written on them. JLsv- 
This parable also shows a clear-cut saintly miracle of Sayyiduna Mujaddid Alf-e-Sanl 
He became aware of the presence of a piece of paper beneath the bed without 
apparently seeing it and came down from the bed, giving his devotees a lesson of respecting 
pieces of paper. 
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It is stated in ‘ Bahar-e-Shariat\ ‘It is prohibited to make Istinja 1 with paper even if it is a 
blank one or even if the word Abu Jalil, the name of an unbeliever, is written on it.’ 

(Matbii’ah Madina-tul-Murshid, part2,pp. 114) 

The Arabic letters of the word ‘J«=- (Abu Jalil)’ include 1, <_j> », J which are all 

Quranic. Therefore, the written word J44- (not the person Abu Jahl) will be respected 
in the sense that it is not allowed to place it at an impure or dirty place or to stamp on it. 
Those making and using paper-packets from newspapers should take some lesson from 
this ruling. JU-sSiAjistii! The newspapers used in packet-making are disrespected in several 
ways. For example, «Jbi SUs, these are first thrown into the waste bin of home, then 
trampled upon in streets and eventually, covered in filth and dirt, reach the rubbish dump. 

Furthermore, JLiisUs, it is an inappropriate habit of some people that whilst walking 
in streets they kick different things which have writings on them such as cardboard 
boxes, newspapers and other types of papers. In actual fact, the virtuous act is to pick up 
such papers and cardboards and put them at a proper place where they would not be 
disrespected, or to dispose of them appropriately [e.g. by putting them into sea]. 

In any case, it is extremely essential to avoid kicking them and throwing them here and 
there. Similarly, it is also necessary to avoid cleaning or drying dishes or tables with 
newspapers or papers which have writing on them, drying one’s hands with them, 
stamping on them, or spreading them on the ground to sit on etc. 

Shavings of wooden pen 

It is stated in Bahdr-e-Shari’at, ‘The shavings of an unused wooden pen or pencil can be 
thrown away but those of a ‘used’ one should not be disposed of at a place where they 
may be disrespected. (This shows that even the shavings have to be respected, then why 
wouldn’t the used pen or pencil be respected?) Furthermore, it is Makruh to put anything 
on a piece of paper on which the blessed name of Allah Jkslt is written. However, it is 
not Makruh to put money into a polythene bag even if divine names are printed on it. 
To wipe hands with a piece of paper after eating is also Makruh.’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 16, 
pp. 119) 


1 For details about Istinja, see the booklet ‘Method of Istinja published by Maktaba-tul-MadinaL 

[Translator’s Note] 
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However, respected scholars have allowed the use of tissue papers for wiping hands. 
Similarly, it is also allowed to use toilet papers for drying private parts when free clods 
etc. are not available. This is because the tissue papers and the toilet ones are obviously 
made for the above-mentioned purposes, not for writing, whereas ordinary paper is 
made to be used for writing. 




Respect for even dot of ink 

Sayyiduna Muhammad Hashim Kishmi has stated, ‘I was once present in 

the blessed court of Sayyiduna Mujaddid Alf-e-Sani qUJJi sU a great saint of the 
Naqshbandiyyah order. He was busy with his written work when he needed to go to the 
toilet. He went but immediately came out and asked for a jug of water. Then, washing 
the nail of his blessed left hand thumb, he went to the toilet again. 

Having relieved himself, he came out and said, ‘As soon as I sat down in the toilet, my 
eye fell on an ink dot on the nail of my left hand thumb which I had put to test the pen 
(whether or not it was working). As I had put this dot with the pen by which I write 
Quranic letters I considered it disrespectful to remain there with this ink dot on my 
thumb. (All letters of Arabic language and most ones of Persian and Urdu are Quranic). 
Though there was an intense need of urination, the pain of the disrespect for (that dot) 
was much severer than that of urination. Therefore, I came out instantly and removed 
the dot.’ (Zubdat-ul-Maqamat, pp. 180) 

Do not paste posters on walls 

4sl! <usl! A great saint of the Naqshbandiyyah order, Sayyiduna Mujaddid Alf-e-Sani 
would respect even a dot from the ink of a pen, whereas our state is that if our 
hand is stained with dots and marks whilst we are writing, we normally wash them off 
into the drain. When a pen or pencil becomes unusable, we dispose of it in the waste bin 
from where it is then thrown into the rubbish dump. 
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Most of those writing on blackboards with chalk wipe off unhesitatingly even sacred 
writings of Ahadis, let alone ordinary ones, not caring about the respect for the particles 
of chalk dust. Openly ignoring people rights, different words and slogans are chalked on 
walls; posters with different writings on them including religious ones are put up on 
others’ hoardings as well as on the external walls of peoples’ houses and shops etc. without 
their permission. In case of the resentment of the owners, these acts will be considered 
Haram leading to Hell. 

In addition, everyone is aware that religious posters pasted on walls eventually peel off 
walls and fall onto the ground in pieces which are then so badly disrespected that even 
its thought makes one tremble. If only the trend of hanging card pasted posters at 
appropriate places be developed instead of pasting posters directly on walls. These posters 
should be removed after the need is over. Similarly, banners should also be removed 
after their need is over or else they may also fall in pieces scattering on the ground. 

Do not sell newspapers as waste 

Dear Islamic brothers! These days, newspapers (in Islamic countries) usually contain 
jjl J$\ Ail p^, sacred Quranic verses, blessed Ahadis and Islamic writings, and 
people sell them off to waste paper collectors just for the sake of some coins. Extremely 
regretfully! These types of newspapers are even seen in dirty drains and sewers. If only 
we had respected sacred writings! 

O my courageous Islamic brothers! Instead of selling newspapers just for some meagre 
money, please put them into the deep part of sea. Afe’Li&i, You will get its blessings 
in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. O my trading Islamic brothers! You should 
also avoid making paper packets from newspapers in honour and devotion to Allah 
and His Beloved Prophet 

Some people separate religious writings containing parts of the newspaper and then use 
the rest to wrap up bundles and other things, assuming that they are not committing any 
disrespect. These people are requested to put the entire newspaper into sea because 
whether it is a news item or a film advertisement, it contains many Islamic names 
including even the words ‘Allah’ and ‘Muhammad’ such as ‘Abdullah, ‘Abdur Rahman, 
Ghulam Muhammad etc. 
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Whether it is Urdu or Sindhi, English or Hindi, there is a possibility of the presence of 
sacred names in every newspaper of the world whichever the language. In fact, the 
alphabet of every language of the world should be respected as, according to the author 
of Tafsir Sawi, all languages spoken in the world are Miami. (Tafsir Sawi, vol. 1, pp. 30) 
Therefore, it is better and safer to put them into sea. Allah JmS*- will certainly reward you 
for your act of respecting sacred writings. 

Insanity of father 

A young man once came to Sag-e-Madlnah 1 and said, ‘Please make Du’a for my father 
who is insane. He has the crazy habit of picking up newspapers and pieces of written 
papers from streets, and then putting them into sea. He does not also take the money I 
offer to him.’ 

Realising the situation I asked the young man, ‘Are you a government employee?’ He 
replied in the affirmative. I then said, ‘Convey my Salam to your respectable father with 
a request to make Du’a for my forgiveness; you should serve and look after him. The 
reason why he collects newspapers etc. is that newspapers contain sacred writings, and 
the reason why he does not take your money is that you are a government employee, 
and most of government employees receive unlawful salaries because of not fulfilling 
their duties properly.’ Hearing this, he admitted that he did not properly fulfill his 
working duties. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Like the father of the young man &\ jlid iiil fp [that is, may 
Allah increase the number of such people], if every Muslim gets ‘Madam insanity’ 
then indeed the light of piety and blessings will prevail everywhere, turning our society 
into a ‘Madam society.’ 

^ & JUS all! i-SJA & 


Dear Islamic brothers! In order to develop a ‘Madam mindset’, make it a habit to travel 
with Madam Qafilahs with the devotees of Rasul. Listen to a faith-refreshing incident of 
the bounties of the Noble Prophet J* on the participants of Dawat-e-Islami’s 

Madam Qafilahs. 


The author, Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat refers to himself as ‘Sag-e-MadinaK’ out of humbleness. 
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Bounty of the Prophet for Madam Qafilah travellers 

Here is a summary of the account given by a devotee of Rasul. He has stated: Our 
Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah travelled from Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) to 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Having spent three days in a Masjid, we left for another area but 
got lost on the way, ending up in a jungle. Night had fallen and darkness had prevailed 
everywhere. There were no signs of population far and wide. Every passing moment 
increased our concern and worry. Then, there was a glimmer of hope as we caught a 
glimpse of what seemed to be a lamp flickering in the distance. We hurried towards it 
out of joy, but it suddenly disappeared just after a few moments, leaving us standing in 
astonishment and anxiety. We were unable to decide what to do and where to go! 

We remained in the state of fear for a while. All of a sudden, the light appeared again from 
the same direction. Mentioning the name of Allah Js-s^ and plucking up the courage, we 
headed swiftly towards the light again, hoping to get help from someone. When we 
approached, we saw a standing person with a lamp in his hand. He met us warmly and 
took us to his house where we found 12 cups already arranged for 12 participants of the 
Madani Qafilah. Tea had also been prepared in advance! He served us with hot tea. We 
were astonished at this timely help from Ghayb and the prior arrangement of 12 cups of 
tea. 

When asked, our host who was a stranger to us revealed, ‘I was asleep when my sleeping 
fortune awoke, blessing me with the vision of the Noble Prophet JU in my 
dream. He JUs*abs«ki}fcS6isiJ* said, ‘The travellers of a Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami 
have got lost on the way. Stand outside with a lamp in order to help them.’ I awoke and 
stood outside with the lamp. I kept standing in wait for a while but couldn’t see anybody. 
I thought perhaps I misunderstood the dream. I felt very sleepy so I returned home and 
went to sleep again. 

My eyes closed but the door of my heart opened, and I was privileged to see the blessed 
face of the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs<|Jbs«kJtsSiAi j* once again. 
His blessed lips moved and the following words were uttered: ‘O devotee! There are 12 
travellers in the Madani Qafilah; arrange tea for them and immediately stand outside 
with a lamp.’ Preparing tea instantly I stood outside with a lamp. Soon the Madani Qafilah 
of the devotees of Rasul also arrived.’ 
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Meal from Prophet 

Dear Islamic brothers! This incident has made it clear that the Holy Prophet 
possesses the knowledge of Ghayb and holds Dawat-e-Islami dear, a movement of the 
rightly-guided Muslims. Our Holy Prophet ij* always keeps his 

devotees in his merciful gaze, helps them when in trouble, and feeds them when hungry. 

Imam Yusuf Bin Isma il NabhanI has narrated that Shaykh Abul ‘Abbas Ahmad 

Bin Nafis TunisI has stated, ‘During my stay in Madina-tul-Munawwarah, I 

once experienced extreme hunger. Presenting myself at the blessed tomb of the Holy 
Prophet I pleaded, ‘Ya Rasulallah j*! I am hungry.’ Suddenly, I 

fell asleep. Meanwhile, someone awoke me and asked me to go with him. I agreed so he 
took me to his house. Serving me with dates, butter and wheat bread he said, ‘Eat until 
you are satiated because my blessed ancestor Sayyiduna Muhammad j* has 

commanded me to be hospitable to you. Come to me whenever you feel hunger in future.’ 
(Hujjatullahi- ‘alal- Alamm, vol. 2,pp. 573) 

Pltay hayn tayray dar lea, khatay hayn tayray dar ka 
Pam hay tayra pam danah hay tayra danah 

What we drink is from your court 
What we eat is from your court 

(Saman-e-Bakhshish) 


Respect alphabet of every language 

Dear Islamic brothers! Never write cr-=~^ ri or an y other sacred names at such 
things where there is a possibility of them being desecrated. Nothing should be written 
on the ground in any language, and the alphabet of all languages should be respected. 
Do not place your foot on such a thing or place where something is written in any 
language. The doormats with the word ‘Welcome’ printed or embroidered on them 
should not be placed outside the door. If the name of the company is printed on footwear, 
even if in English, one should remove the name before one uses the footwear. 

Often, labels with manufacturer name printed in English, Arabic or Urdu are attached to 
even prayer-mats. Sadly, these labels are often sewn near the foot of the prayer-mat. 
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Furthermore, such written labels are also seen on plastic mats, blankets, towels etc. 
These labels should be removed and disposed of appropriately by being put into sea. 

Labels with manufacturer name are often found on bed mattresses. If only these 
companies would not test us in this way! Carefully consider the jurisprudential clause 
stated on page 237 of the 16 th part of Bahar-e-Shanat with reference to Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
‘If anything is written on bedding or prayer-mat then it is not permissible to use it 
regardless of whether the words are printed or embroidered or written with ink. The 
same ruling will apply even if separate letters are written as separate letters are also to be 
respected.’ 

The author of Bahar-e-Shanat has further stated, ‘Writing is often seen on 

dining mats. This sort of dining mat (with company name or couplets printed or written 
on it) should not be used, nor should food be served on it. (In some parts of the 
subcontinent) couplets are written on some people’s pillows; these should not also be 
used.’ 

In any case, whether it is a prayer-mat or a carpet, a floor covering that one has hired 1 or 
bought for his home, a pillow or a mattress - anything one sits or places his foot on 
should contain no writing in any language, nor should any printed label be attached to 
it. The manufacturing company name and address containing sticker is usually pasted 
underneath carpets and rugs; wet this type of sticker and peel it away after a few minutes. 

Arabic writings should particularly be respected as Arabic is the sacred language of our 
Arab Prophet JUs-absjfcJttfiii! J* as well as the language of the Holy Quran and that of the 
Paradise dwellers. Allah Js-sS^ forbid, it is extremely disrespectful and unfortunate to 
throw away Arabic writings or put them into garbage bins even if printed on food and 
drink packaging. 

Sacred links of numbers 

Sometimes, though no word, a number is often printed on footwear. A devotee does not 
like to place his foot on any number as every number has some sacred link. 


1 It is common in some parts of the subcontinent to hire floor coverings and crockery, especially on the occasion 
of some gathering. [Translator’s Note] 
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For example, it is stated on page 22 of Ahsan-ul-Wia about the repetition of Dua in odd 
number, ‘Allah Js-sA is ‘Witr’ (alone) and likes Witr (i.e. odd numbers such as 1, 3, 5, 7 
etc.). 5 is better, and Allah very much likes the number 7, and the very least is 3. (In 
other words, whenever one makes Du’a, he should repeat it seven times or else five times 
or at least three times).’ 

Even numbers also have a great deal of sacred links. For example, the sacred link in the 
number 2 is that the ‘Urs of Sayyiduna Ma’ruf KarkhI An k^ and that of 

Sadr-ush-Shari’ah ^ jus An the author of Bahar-e-Shari’at is observed on 2 
Muharram-ul-Haram and 2 Zul-Qa’da-til-Haram respectively. 

The number 4 is linked with the 4 nearest and dearest companions of the Prophet. 
Whoever is a devotee to the 4 dearest companions will succeed in the worldly life as well 
as in the afterlife, JA>JjAL_ b&\\ The number 6 is linked with 6 Rajab-ul-Murajjab, the 
‘Urs-day of Gharlb Nawaz whereas the link of the number 8 is that there are 8 

Paradises, and the ‘Urs of Maulana Hashmat ‘All Khan cACii is also solemnized on 
8 Muharram-ul-Haram. The link of the number 10 is that it marks the day of ‘Ashura, 
the day when Sayyiduna Imam Husayn was martyred, and it is also connected 

with Eid-ul-Adha. The prominence of the sacred links of 11 and 12 is widespread and 
celebrated amongst all devotees. 

Kiya ghaur jab Giyarhwm Barhwm mayn 
Mu ’ammah yeh ham per khula Ghaus-e-A ’zam 

Tumhayn wasl bay-fasl hay Shdh-e-Din say 
Diya Haq nay yeh martabah Ghaus-e-A ’zam 

When I pondered over the ‘11 th ’ and the ‘12 th ’ 

I realised the actual matter, O Ghaus-e-A’zam^il^^o- 
You have unbroken linage with the Prophet f-%r 
This is your grand status, O Ghaus-e-A’zam 


Method of putting sacred papers into sea 

Enviable are the fortunate Muslims who pick up newspapers, sacred papers and pieces of 
cardboard etc. from the ground, on seeing them, and put them into the deep part of the 
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sea or river, respecting them. Sacred papers should not be put into the shallow part of 
the sea as this generally causes them to float to the shore. 

The method of putting them into the sea is as follows: Place them in an empty bag or 
sack with a heavy stone inside the sack and then do make some cuts in the sack so that 
water would enter it immediately and it would reach the bottom of the sea. 

If the sack is put into the sea without any cut in it, the sea-water will not enter the sack 
which then sometimes floats for many miles, reaching the shore. At times, the uncivilised 
or unbelievers empty out the sack at the coast in the greed of getting what it contained, 
leading to such severe acts of desecration that even its thought makes the heart of a 
devotee tremble. In order to ensure that the sack containing sacred papers reaches the 
deep part of the sea, one can take help from a Muslim boatman. In any case, cuts must 
be made in the sack. 



Method of burying sacred papers 

It is also permissible to bury sacred papers. Describing the method of burying sacred 
papers, Sadr-ush-Shan ah has stated on page 121 of the 16 th part of Bahar-e- 

Shari’at with reference to ‘ Alamglrl : ‘If a copy of the Holy Quran has become so old that 
it can no longer be used for recitation, and there is likelihood that its pages will come off 
the binding and be lost, it should then be wrapped in a pure cloth and be buried at a safe 
place. For this, make a Lahad (by digging the ground and making an opening, in the 
Qiblah-facing side of the wall, large enough for all sacred papers to be placed in it) so 
that soil would not fall on sacred papers. Alternatively, (place the papers into the dug 
ground), cover it with a plank and then cover the plank with soil so that soil would not 
fall on the papers. If a copy of the Holy Quran has become old, it should not be burned.’ 
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29 Madam pearls of dJJVo-ij 

(The first 10 Madani pearls are extracted from Tafsir-e-Na’imi, page 44, part 1). 

1. (4*2' is a complete verse of the Holy Quran, not a part of any Surah. It 

has been revealed to separate one Surah from the other. This is why it is recited in 
low voice during Salah. However, the Hafiz completing the recitation of the entire 
Quran in Salat-ut-TarawIh should recite pk2' cr-^2' 2 1 ' p~ aloud once with any Surah. 

2. One should begin the recitation of every Surah with except for Surah 

At-Taubah. If, however, one is going to start recitation from Surah At-Taubah, then 
he should recite A 1 ' for the commencement of recitation. 

3. It is stated in the book Shami, it is better not to recite ■QlJI ^ before smoking a 
Huqqah [water-pipe] or before eating odorous things (e.g. raw onion, garlic etc.). 

4. It is prohibited to recite -»-Lll in the lavatory. 

5. Whilst one is offering Salah, it is Mustahab for him to recite |4?2' 2 s ' in low 

voice before he begins the recitation of a Surah. 

6. Any respectable piece of work started without the recitation of -UJl p-ls will have no 
blessings in it. 

7. At the time of laying the deceased into the grave, those doing this job should recite 

(Jpj Aiil pJla. 

8. The sermon of Jumu’ah, Nikah and (both) Eids etc. should be started with ‘As lli-i’, 
that is, 4-L-SI p—A should be recited in low voice (in the beginning). When the Khatlb 
(i.e. the one delivering the sermon) is going to recite a verse of the Holy Quran 
during the sermon, he should recite “JJI p-JLs aloud (before he recites the verse). 

9. It is Wajib to recite “-Lll ^ [i.e. to mention the name of Allah Js-Ay] at the time of 
slaughtering an animal. If it is missed deliberately (i.e. the name of Allah Js-Az- is not 
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mentioned), the slaughter will be unlawful and the animal will not be Halal to be 
consumed. However, if one forgets to recite it, the animal will be Halal. 

10. (In case of Zabh-e-Idtirarl, i.e. compelled slaughter) If someone, for example, hunts 
an animal or a bird with a hunting arrow or a spear or something sharp and recites 
<Jj| at the time of shooting the arrow etc. at the animal, the animal will be Halal 
(to be consumed) even if it dies before the hunter reaches it. 

If a pet animal runs away from the owner, for example, a cow escapes and falls into 
a well, or a camel runs away, and someone kills it by an arrow or a spear or a sword 
after he has recited the animal is Halal, i.e. lawful to be consumed. 

(However, after reciting -JJI p-L}, if someone kills a wild animal or a bird with a stick 
or a stone or a bullet or a gunshot, the animal or the bird will be Haram because it 
has died of injury, not because of blood release & flow that is necessary for lawful 
slaughter. If it was captured whilst injured, it will become Halal by Zabh-e-Shar’i 
[Islamic slaughter], Zabh-e-Ikhtiyarl is necessary to render the wild animal or bird 
Halal that is in one’s captivity, that is, it must be slaughtered as per the stipulated 
method of Shari’ah with the mention of the name of Allah JfesS*-). 

11. Sayylduna Shaykh Abul ‘Abbas Ahmad Bin ‘All Bum has stated, ‘If anyone 

recites As' ^ 786 times daily (with Salat-‘Alan-NabI 4# once before and 

after it) for seven consecutive days, diiut-a &] his every need will be fulfilled 
whether it is the need of getting rid of any adversity or attaining any good or that of 
having prosperity in his business.’ (Shams-ul-Ma’arif, pp. 73) 

12. Before going to sleep, whoever recites dil ^ 21 times (with Salat-‘Alan- 

Nabi 4# once before and after it), will be protected that night from Satan, burglary, 
sudden death and all types of calamities and troubles, ( Shams-ul-Ma’arif, pp. 73) 

13. Whoever recites A 1 ' ^ 50 times (with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 4# once before 

and after it) in front of an oppressor, the oppressor will develop fear in his heart for 
the reciter, and the reciter will remain safe from the mischief of the oppressor. 

( Shams-ul-Ma ’arif pp. 73) 
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14. Whoever recites As' ^ 300 times and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi &r 300 times at 

the time of sunrise, whilst facing the sun, will be given sustenance by Allah Jm 5*- 
from such a source that he cannot even imagine. Further (by reciting it daily) he will 
become wealthy within a year, (Shams-ul-Ma’arif pp. 73) 

15. If a person who has a weak memory recites A 1 ' pH 786 times (with Salat- 

‘Alan-Nabi once before and after it) and makes Dam (i.e. blows on) water and 
then drinks the water, his memory will improve and he will remember whatever he 
hears, jM^AisifC-aiSil. (Shams-ul-Ma’arif pp. 73) 

16. If a drought occurs, recite pH 61 times (with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once 

before and after it and then make Du’a), there will be rain (in the drought affected 
area), (Shams-ul-Ma’arif pp. 73) 


17. Write jAA-jil A 1 ' pH 35 times on a piece of paper (with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 4# once 

before and after it) and hang it in the house, Satan will not pass through 

the house, and there will be a great deal of blessings. If one hangs it in his shop, his 
business will flourish, JjlA_a6l. (Shams-ul-Ma’arif, pp. 73) 

18. One who writes jAA-jll As' ^ 130 times (or gets it written on a piece of paper) 
on 1 st Muharram-ul-Haram and keeps it with him (or puts it on as a Ta’wlz after 
covering it in a plastic coating and getting it sewn in some cloth or leather) 1 - 

he and all of his family members will remain safe from every type of 
evil throughout their life. (Shams-ul-Ma’arif pp. 74) 

19. If the children of a woman do not survive [i.e. die in infancy] she should write 
Aev" Asl pii 61 times (or have it written) and keep it with her. JU^aLisA j>&), Her 
children will remain alive. (By coating it in plastic or sealing it in wax paper and 
then sewing it in cloth or leather, she may also put it on around her neck or tie it 
around her arm). (Shams-ul-Ma’arif pp. 74) 


1 Do not wear 


any type of Ta’wiz in a metal box. Its ruling has already been mentioned on page 48. 
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20. Write gAA-pil Ail ^ 70 times on a piece of paper and place it inside the shroud 
of the deceased, the matter pertaining to Munkar and Naklr 1 will become easier, 
Js^dLJkC-a&i. [It is better to make an arch in the wall towards the Qiblah in front of 
the face of the deceased and place it inside the arch, along with the ‘Ahd Namah and 
Shajarah of the Plr 2 Sahib of the deceased]. (Shams-ul-Ma’arif, pp. 84) 

21. Always recite ,A>p!l jlApll Ail ^ with correct pronunciation and articulation. Recite 
iJjl p—Li to a Qari or an Islamic scholar. If the letters are not pronounced correctly 
then learn it. Otherwise it is feared that one may suffer loss instead of gaining benefit. 

22. It is not necessary to put diacritical marks when writing ‘C-Lll Whenever you 
write a verse or text to use it as a Ta’wlz for wearing, drinking or hanging, then 
ensure that the circles of circle-containing letters are left open. For example, the 
circle of‘Ha (o)’ in dhl and that of ‘Mlm (^)’ in (Rahman) and (Rahim) 
should be left open. 

23. If one recites 4-JJ1 before one takes off clothes, jinns cannot see his Satr. (‘Aml-ul- 

Yaum wal-Laylah li-lbn Sunni, pp. 8) Whenever you open or close a door, window, cupboard, 
drawer or whenever you pick up or put down clothes, utensils or any other thing, 
make it your habit to recite gAA-.P' Ail ^ evil jinns will not be able to enter your 
home, steal or use your belongings, 

24. If your vehicle skids or jolts, recite 4-LJ1 

25. Recite A^-p' gH-p' <di\ ^ before applying oil to hair; otherwise 70 devils will join in. 

26. Do recite ,4>p)l gAA.pl 1 Ail ^ when closing the door of your house. (By the blessing 
of this) Satan and wicked jinns will not be able to enter the house, J«5£ ALnA-a £]. 

(SahTh Bukhari, vol. 6, pp. 312) 


1 The questioning angels of the grave. 

2 Spiritual guide. 
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27. At night, cover the eating and drinking utensils with something after you have 


recited 4-0 If there is nothing to cover with, recite A 1 ' pA and place a 


splinter etc. on the edge of the utensil. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 6, pp. 312) 

According to a narration of Sahih Muslim, ‘During the year there is one such night 
in which epidemic descends; if the epidemic passes by an uncovered utensil or a 
water bag with its mouth open, then the epidemic enters it.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1115, 
Hadis 2114) 

28. Before sleeping, one should recite pAAP' Ail pA and dust off his bedding 3 times, 
one will remain safe from harmful things, 

29. At the time of lawful trading of your business, whenever you receive something 

from someone and give something to someone, recite A 1 ' pA_. There will 

be a great deal of blessings, 

Ya Allah Js-:-SA Shower us with the blessings of A 1 ' pA and enable us to recite 

(Aj-jl' A 5 ' pA before we initiate every virtuous and lawful act. 






7 Parables 

1. Wood cutter became wealthy 

There was a woodcutter who would cut and collect wood and provide for his family by 
selling them. Since the jungle was situated at the other side of the river he would travel a 
long distance everyday to reach the jungle crossing the bridge built over the river. This 
would take a lot of time and was a hindrance to his affluence. 
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One day, he listened to the excellence of ^^ during the speech of a preacher 
in a Masjid, developing the mindset that even the biggest problem can be solved by the 
blessing of <c-LJI p_L>. Therefore, when it was time to go to the jungle, instead of taking the 
route of the bridge, he started walking on the river water reciting Ast and 

soon reached the other side easily. After he cut and collected wood, he returned as he 
had come. By the blessings of <c-LJI p_La, he became wealthy within a short period of time. 

(Derivedfrom Shams-ul-Wa’izTn) 

(Jp (JUu alii <_<Jp 


Dear Islamic brothers! All these are the marvels of firm belief. If the belief is not firm, 
these fruitful results cannot be achieved. As regards ‘firm belief Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna 
Imam Muhammad Ghazall has narrated an excellent parable in the exegesis 

of Surah Yusuf. 

In Baghdad, a person asked people for a dirham. A renowned Muhaddis Sayyiduna Ibn 
Sammak (s&tef-e- asked him, ‘Which Surah do you know well by heart?’ He replied, 
‘Surah Al-Fatihah.’ The eminent scholar said, ‘Recite it once and sell its reward to me. I 
will give you all of my wealth in return.’ 

The beggar replied, ‘Your Eminence! I have come here in compulsion to ask for a 
dirham, not to sell the Quran!’ Saying this, the beggar went to the graveyard. Meanwhile, 
it rained heavily with hailing. The beggar leapt under a roof for shelter where he came 
across a rider dressed in green clothes. The rider asked, ‘Are you the person who had 
refused to sell the reward of Surah Al-Fatihah?’ The beggar replied in the affirmative. 
Then, presenting him with a 10,000 dirhams containing bag the rider said, ‘Spend this, 
and when you have spent them all I will give you 10,000 dirhams again, &!.’ 

The beggar asked, ‘But, who are you?’ The rider replied, ‘I am your firm belief.’ The rider 
then left. (Derived from Tafslr Surah Yusuf lil-GhazalT, pp. 17) 

This parable also contains a lesson for those begging money by reciting the Holy Quran 
as well as for those attending the congregations of Quranic recitation, Na’at and Zikr 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


96 


merely due to their greed for money and food, and also for those reciting the Holy Quran 
in Tarawih Salah for money. May Allah j*s5*- bless us with the imperishable wealth of 
sincerity and firm belief. 

fkjsfeiSfc.Mrt.Ji 

Mayra har ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho 
Kar ikhlas aysd ‘atd Yd Ilahi J«3£ 

My every deed be solely for Your pleasure, O Almighty 
Bless me with such a treasure of sincerity 

Dear Islamic brothers! Indeed sincerity is a precious treasure. Whoever finds it becomes 
successful. Travel with Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs in the company of the devotees 
of Rasul, the Madam mindset of performing deeds with sincerity will be developed, 
J4s% JLiteTLaai. If deeds are sincere, then *djtel_&&i, holy visions will automatically come 
to their seeker as shown in the following account! 

Vision of Prophet && during cassette Ijtima’ 

At the end of the 3-day international Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima of Dawat-e-Islami (held 
in Sahra-e-Madlnah, Madlna-tul-Auliya Multan) a large number of Madam Qafilahs of 
the devotees of Rasul travel to various villages, towns and cities in order to learn and 
teach Sunnahs. Here is a summary of the account given by a devotee of Rasul from one 
of such Madam Qafilahs. 

After the 3-day international Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima (held in 1423 A.H.) ended, a 12- 
day Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah of the devotees of Rasul departed from Sahra-e- 
Madlnah, Madlna-tul-Auliya Multan and reached district Layyah (Punjab, Pakistan). 

In accordance with the schedule of the Madam Qafilah, when the cassette Ijtima’ was 
held, a devotee of Rasul was so greatly moved by the Sunnah-Inspiring speech that he 
began to cry uncontrollably and eventually passed out. 

After he recovered he was very delighted. He exclaimed, ‘JmS* I, a sinner, have 

been blessed with the vision of the Holy Prophet J * The next day, when the 
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cassette Ijtima was held again, he experienced the same (spiritual) condition and was 
blessed with the vision of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet isSiAi again. This 

time he saw that all the participants of the Madani Qafilah were also present in the 
blessed court. 


Ankhayn jo band haun to muqaddar khulayn Hasan 
Jalway khud ayain talib-e-didar kitaraf 

The eyes close but the fortune awakes, O Hasan! 
Towards their seeker, advance the holy visions 


(Zauq-e-Na’at) 




Satanic deception 

Some people relate their dreams only to impress others, so anyone claiming to have seen 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* or any other holy individual in his dream 

should not be believed blindly; he should at least be made to swear to tell the truth. 

Cure for satanic deception 

The very first Hadis of Sahih Bukhari says cjllsJL JllhSl i.e. ‘Deeds are dependent 
upon intentions.’ If someone mentions his dreams to others for show-off, fame and 
ostentation, he is certainly a sinner, but if someone relates his dreams with good 
intentions, there is no harm in it. For instance, if a person who has fortunately had a 
good dream during a Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami mentions his 
dream in this sinful era with the intention of motivating and persuading other people so 
that they would also travel in the path of Allah and get the satisfaction of heart realizing 
that Dawat-e-Islami is a Sunnah-Inspiring movement of the rightly-guided Muslims and 
Rasul’s devotees and so that they would be inspired to join Dawat-e-Islami and protect 
their faith; so this is a commendable intention, and the one mentioning his dream with 
this intention will get reward, 

Further, mentioning dreams with the intention of expressing gratitude for a divine 
bounty is also permissible. However, if there’s a fear of ostentation, one should not 
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declare one’s name as it is safer to do so. Anyway, Allah knows the intention of the 
heart. To unreasonably have a bad suspicion about a Muslim is a Haram act leading to 
Hell. The act of having bad suspicions has been condemned by the Holy Quran and 
Hadis. Therefore, verse 12, Surah Al-Hujurat, part 26 says: 

%5\ q\ o-f ^— 1 ^ LgjC 

O those who believe! Avoid more suspicions; verily some suspicion is a sin. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 

Similarly, it is stated in a Hadis, ‘Avoid bad suspicion as bad suspicion is the greatest lie.’ 
(SahTh Bukhari, vol. 6, pp. 166, Hadis 5143) A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has 

quoted in Fatawd-e-Razawiyyah, ‘Sayyiduna Isa J* once saw a thief steal 

something so he v3L*ji*»u said, ‘Have you not stolen?’ The thief replied, ‘By Allah J«Sd I 
have not stolen anything.’ Listening to this, Sayyiduna Isa said, ‘You 

have not stolen indeed, my eyes have deceived me.’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable highlights the importance of respect for a 
Muslim, giving the lesson that one should hide the faults of a Muslim whilst remaining 
within the bounds of Shari’ah. It should not happen that one brands a Muslim liar and 
smooth-talker and unreasonably opens the door of bad suspicions, endangering his own 
afterlife and, Allah forbid, making himself deserving of Hell. 

Punishment for relating fabricated dream 

Even if someone relates a false and fabricated dream, he is himself responsible for it and 
is a grave sinner, deserving of the punishment of Hell. The Noble Prophet 
has warned, ‘The one relating a false dream will be given the punishment of tying a 
knot in two grains of barley, on the Judgement Day, and he will never be able to tie the 
knot.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 8, pp. 106, Hadis 7042) 
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Speaking without weighing words! 

It is stated in another Hadis, ‘A person talks and does not ponder over what he talks 
(whereas his talking contains Haram acts such as lying, backbiting, faultfinding or relating 
fabricated dreams etc.), so because of this, he falls into (so much depth of) Hell that (the 
depth) is greater than even the distance between the east and the west.’ (Sahih Bukhari, 
vol. 7, pp. 236, Hadis 6477 ) By Sharl’ah, it is not Wajib to make the one relating his dream to 
swear to tell the truth. Further, if he is a liar he might even swear falsely, 

Satanic deception 

After all, it seems more appropriate to conceal the dream rather than relating it to others. 

Cure for satanic deception 

The respected and revered Islamic saints knew better than us what appropriate is and what 
not. Shari’afi has not prohibited relating good dreams so who are we to prevent this! The 
Holy Quran, Ahadls and the books of Islamic saints contain a great deal of dreams. 
Syyiduna Imam Abul Qasim Qushayri has quoted 66 dreams of Islamic saints 

on page 368 to 377 in the chapter ‘Ruyal Qawm’ of his book ‘Risalah Qushairiyah .’ 

Similarly, Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall has also 

quoted 49 dreams on page 540 to 543 in the chapter ‘ Manamat-ul-Mashaikh ’ in the 
fourth volume of his book ‘ Ihya-ul-Ulum .’ 

Furthermore, 14 dreams of A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, 
eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of Sharl’ah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj, Al-Qari, Ash-Shah 
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan have been narrated in his own words on page 424 to 

432 of the book ‘ Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat ’ (published by Maktaba Nabawiyyah, Ganj Bakhsh 
road, Lahore). One of these dreams is mentioned below. 

Dream of A’la Hadrat 4 ^3 

Proving the permissibility of shaking hands with both hands, A’la Hadrat 
has written a 40 pages containing booklet entitled {4^ 4? 
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(i.e. silver leaves in relation to shaking hands with the palms of both hands). On page 3 
of the booklet, A’la Hadrat has mentioned a detailed account of his dream in 

which he saw Sayyiduna Imam QadI Khan a iiwikifdi. Further, in order to save Muslims 
from satanic deceptions and enlighten them, A’la Hadrat has stated concrete 

evidences in the booklet proving the permissibility of relating dreams to others. 

Prophet interprets dream 

A’la Hadrat ten- has stated in the foregoing booklet that authentic Ahadls have proven 
that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet would attach great importance to it 

(i.e. dreams) and consider it highly significant to listen to, ask about, and relate dreams. 

Stated here is a Hadis narrated by Samurah Bin Jundab in Sahih Bukhari and 

other books, ‘After offering Salat-ul-Fajr, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* 

would ask the attendees, ‘Did anyone have any dream last night?’ Whoever had a dream 
would relate it and the Holy Prophet J* would interpret it.’ (Sahih Bukhari, 

vol. 2, pp. 127, Hadis 1386) 

A’la Hadrat has further stated, ‘Abu Sa’ld Khudri astjtsSiiiio** has narrated a 

Hadis reported in Ahmad, Bukhari and Tirmizi that the Holy Prophet J* 

has stated, ‘Whenever anyone of you have such a dream that he finds pleasant, it is 
from Allah He should glorify Allah J«5«- for this and relate it to other people.’ 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 2,pp. 502, Hadis 6223) 


Glad tidings will continue 

A’la Hadrat ksf-» has further stated in the foregoing booklet that the Holy Prophet 

J* has stated, ‘Prophethood has ended. Now, there will be no Prophethood 
after me, but glad tidings. What are they? (Glad-tidings are) pious dreams which a person 
has himself or which (others) have about him.’ (Mu 'jam Kabir, vol. 3, pp. 179, Hadis 3051) 

Reward for having favourable dream 

A’la Hadrat has further stated, ‘It is also proved by the Sunnah of companions 

that if any dream favoured their (i.e. companions) verdict they would get 
delighted by it and enhance the status of the dreaming person. 
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It is stated in the Sahihayn, ‘During Hajj Tamattu’ Sayyiduna Abu Jamrah Dab’i Ass-jtaSii 
had a dream which favoured the doctrine of Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas iz&zjiss&c&t (in terms 
of jurisprudential rulings). (Hearing that blessed dream) Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas 
set a stipend (for him from his own wealth) and began to seat Sayyiduna Abu Jamrah Dab’i 

Ks.Jls5dilo?t with him on his own throne since then.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 186, Hadis 1567) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Dream of mother of Imam Bukhari 

Dear Islamic brothers! You have listened to two narrations, with reference to Sahih 
Bukhari, as regards relating dreams to others. The compiler of Sahih Bukhari, Sayyiduna 
Shaykh Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad Bin Ismail Bukhari ^1*1)1 compiled blessed 

Ahadls with great care and dedication. He has stated, ‘ \Us. % *1) I have 

included almost 6000 Ahadls in Sahih Bukhari. I would make Ghusl and offer two Rak’at 
Nafl Salah before I wrote any Hadis.’ 

His respected father Sayyiduna Shaykh Ismail was a very pious person and his 

respected mother was also a very righteous and Mujaba-tud-Du’a woman (i.e. the one 
whose prayers are answered). In his childhood, Sayyiduna Imam Bukhari 
lost his eyesight. Saddened by this grief, his respected mother would often weep and 
tearfully make Du’a for her son to regain his eyesight. 

One night, when she went to sleep, the star of her fortune shone, blessing her in dream 
with the vision of Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khalilullah visJbSjuS He AUuiaiU- said, 
‘You have been praying that your son regain his eyesight. Congratulations! Your prayer 
has been answered, and Allah Ju-:-A has restored your son’s eyesight.’ In the morning, 
she saw that Sayyiduna Imam Bukhari i Aji Saa? had regained his lost eyesight. 

(Derived from Tafhlm-ul-Bukhdrl, vol. 1, pp. 4) 

May Allah JsAs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (JUu ahl J xs \’jySo 
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2. Interesting incident of two non-Muslims 

A non-Muslim man was madly in love with a non-Muslim woman, and had almost left 
even eating and drinking in her love. Eventually, he came to the blessed court of 
Sayyiduna ‘Ata-ul-Akbar ^i5ji Aii ajU and told him of the situation. The great saint 
wrote 4il ^ on a piece of paper and gave it to him saying, ‘Swallow this 

paper hoping that Allah would bless you with patience in this matter or would 
make it possible for you to marry her.’ 

As the non-Muslim man swallowed the paper, (a Madani transformation took place in 
his heart and) he said, ‘O ‘Ata I have felt the sweetness of Iman with Nur in 

my heart. I have become free from the love of that woman; please enlighten me about 
Islam.’ Sayyiduna ‘Ata \kfv invited him to embrace Islam, and he became a Muslim 
by the blessings of 4-Lll 

When that non-Muslim woman heard the news of his acceptance of Islam, she also came 
to the blessed court of Sayyiduna ‘Ata-ul-Akbar *si5ji Aji iu* ^s, and said, ‘O leader of 
Muslims! I am the woman mentioned to you by that newly reverted Muslim. Last night I 
had a dream in which I saw someone say to me, ‘If you wish to see your abode in 
Paradise then go to the blessed court of Sayyiduna ‘Ata-ul-Akbar he will 

show you your abode.’ 

Inspired by what I saw in the dream, I have come to you; please tell me, where is Paradise?’ 
He replied, ‘If you intend (to go to) Paradise, you will have to open its portal 

(i.e. door) first, only then you will be able to go towards it.’ 

She asked, ‘How will I be able to open its portal?’ He replied, ‘Recite jlkyll 4il 
As soon as she recited <UlJI (a Madani transformation took place in her heart and) 
she said, ‘O ‘Ata asM I have found Nur in my heart and witnessed the divinity of 

Allah js-sK Please enlighten me about Islam.’ The great saint invited her to embrace Islam, 
and she also became a Muslim by the blessings of <c-LJI She then returned home. 

At night, she went to sleep and had a dream in which she found herself to have entered 
Paradise where she saw palaces and domes. Inscribed on one of the domes of Paradise 
was fu' JjA) Ilk- fill Ml all M jlkyil Ail As she read the inscription she heard 
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someone say, ‘O reciter! Allah Js-sS^ has bestowed upon you (all those heavenly bounties 
you have seen in dream) by the blessing of what you have recited.’ 

After she awoke from her dream she pleaded, ‘O Allah Js-sf^! You have turned me out of 
Paradise after You had made me enter it. O Allah JmS^! For the sake of Your 
omnipotence, free me from the grief of the world.’ When she finished her Du’a, the roof 
of her house collapsed on her and she was martyred. So Allah J«5£- had mercy on her by 
the blessings of ^ (tH- (QalyiibT Hikdyat, pp. 22) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

JUS all! Ijli 

all! all! <j!_ 

(Jp (JUo all! c_JL-^-! ^ 


■t-UI p-14 ki barakat hay, kitm achchi qismat hay 
Hum nay payl Jannat hay, yeh sab Rab kl rahmat hay 

By the blessing o/^-U' and the grace of Allah 
We have got a good fortune and will enter heaven soon 

Dear Islamic brothers! The mercy of Allah J*s5z is immense. By His grace, He guides 
even the most impious people to the courts of His Auliya, thereby making them pious 
and successful. 

AisJl, Those associated with Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement of 
the Quran and Sunnah, are proud to be the devotees of the Auliya of Allah. When these 
devotees of saints travel with sincere intentions in Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs, 
calling people towards righteousness, sometimes, even unbelievers enter the fold of 
Islam. Here is a marvel of a Madam Qafilah. 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


104 


A non-Muslim embraced Islam 

A preacher of Dawat-e-Islami from Khanpur (Punjab, Pakistan) has stated: ‘A Sunnah- 
Inspiring MadanI Qafilah came to our city from Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi. Along with 
the participants of the Madani Qafilah, I was also privileged to take part in the area visit 
to call people towards righteousness. Gathering people outside a tailor shop we presented 
the ‘call to righteousness.’ When the speech ended, a young worker from the shop said, 
‘I am a non-Muslim. Your ‘call to righteousness’ has made a profound impact on my 
heart. Please make me a Muslim.’ he then embraced Islam. 

Maqbul jahan bhar mayn ho Dawat-e-Islami 
Sadaqah tujhay ay Rab-e-Ghaffar Madinay ka 

May Dawat-e-Islami become glorious throughout the world 
For the sake of Madinah, O the Creator of the world 

jgJ- & JU: all! i r 4 t L\ & 


3. Pious elderly wrestler 

A non-Muslim robber once entered a grand palace where he found no one except for a 
pious elderly man and his young daughter. The robber intended to martyr the pious 
elderly man and capture his daughter along with his wealth. With this evil intention, he 
attacked the old man, but the weak-looking elderly man turned out to be a strong 
wrestler! He immediately wrestled the young robber to the ground. 

The robber somehow wriggled free and attacked the elderly man but was defeated again. 
The wrestling continued between them and the pious elderly man defeated the robber 
every time. Meanwhile, noticing that the old man was reciting something in low voice, 
the robber asked, ‘What are you reciting?’ Revealing the secret of his strength, the pious 
elderly man said with a smile, ‘I am a very weak person but I am reciting ^~?)\ ^14-jit 4sI A 
so Allah J«5£ has enabled me to overpower you.’ 

As soon as the non-Muslim robber heard this, he was overwhelmed by a Madani 
transformation in his heart and remarked, ‘How great and glorious would be the religion 



Blessings of 


105 


whose just one invocation of pH is so marvellous!’ Saying this, he embraced 

Islam by the blessing of hearing the recitation of plpp' o^P' A close relationship 
was then developed between them. When the pious elderly man passed away, the new 
Muslim was married to the elderly man’s daughter and was given all of his wealth along 
with the grand palace. (Asrar-ul-Fatiiiah, pp. 165) 

May Allah js-sS^ have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Hamd hay us zdt ko jis nay Musalman kar diyd 
‘Ishq-e-Sultan-e-Jahan smay mayn pinhan kar diyd 

Glory he to the One who has blessed us with Islam 
And has filled our heart with devotion to the world’s Sultan 

Dear Islamic brothers! The pious elderly man was indeed a Wall of Allah. He repeatedly 
defeated the non-Muslim by the blessings of jl^p' p-% which was also a saintly 
miracle of his. Further, the non-Muslim was also blessed with the gift of Islam by the 
blessings of p^p' o^P' 4 1 ' p-^. Listen to a faith-refreshing and heart-warming parable of 
a pious lady who was also a devotee of <UlJ\ p-lj! 

(Jp (JUu all! i—JLii-! <Jp Ijlvs 


4. Recovery of pouch from well 

There was a pious lady who would often recite Her husband who was 

a hypocrite was very annoyed with this habit of her. Furious and jealous, he plotted to 
disgrace his wife in such a way that she would never forget it. One day, handing over a 
bag to his wife, he said, ‘Keep it in some safe place.’ The lady took the bag and kept it in 
a safe place. A few days later, the husband secretly took the bag and threw it into the well 
of his house so that his wife would never find it. 
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After some time, he asked his wife to bring the bag. She came to where she had kept it. 
As soon as she recited Allah commanded Jibrail to go quickly and 

place the bag where it was. In an instance, Sayyiduna Jibrail -isji took the bag out 
from the well and placed it where it lay. When the pious lady stretched out her hand to 
take the bag, she found it as she had kept it. Astonished by receiving the bag, her 
husband sincerely repented to Allah Js-sK (Qalyubi Hikayat, pp. 11) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
£ jliS alii 


Dear Islamic brothers! These are all the marvels of I—h The fortunate one who 

recites Ail ^ before every permissible and respectable act whether it is an 

important act or a minor one is helped by Ghayb in times of difficulty. 

Mahabbat mayn aysa guma Yd Ilahl 
Na paiin phir apna pata Yd Ilahl 

May I remain engrossed in Your devotion, O Almighty 
May I remain indifferent to the world, O Almighty 


5 . Palace of Pharaoh 

Before claiming divinity, Pharaoh had a palace constructed and had M 

inscribed on its external door. When he claimed divinity, Sayyiduna Musa 
asked him to believe in Allah but he defied. Sayyiduna Musa -viuis sjulii aJx 3 ^ 
humbly said to Allah JsAt, ‘O Allah Js-sA! I repeatedly call him to You but he does not 
give up his defiance. I do not see any signs of goodness in him.’ Allah JsA*- said, ‘O Musa 
you want him to be annihilated as you see his Kufr [unbelief], but I 
see My name he has had inscribed on his door!’ (Tafsir Kabir, vol. 1, pp. 152) 
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Protection of home 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should write pi »-ji\ Ast pis on the external door of our 

home. We will be protected from all types of worldly calamities. Sayyiduna 

Imam Fakhruddin Razi has stated, ‘Whoever writes p^i on the 

main gate of his house will have no fear of annihilation (in the world only) even if he is 
an unbeliever; so what would be the extent of protection and blessings for the Muslim on 
whose heart remains engraved for his entire life!’ (Tafsir Kabxr, vol. 1, pp. 152) 

(Jp <Jl*J ihl (Jp 1^1 VS 


6. Human or jinn? 

It is stated in ‘ Kitab-un-NasaiK that the maid of the famous companion Sayyiduna Abu 
Darda once asked him, ‘Your Eminence! Tell me honestly; are you a human or 

a jinn?’ He replied, I am a human.’ The maid said, ‘But you do not 

seem to be a human being to me because I have been poisoning you for the past forty 
consecutive days but the poison has had no effect on you!’ He exclaimed, 

‘Don’t you know that those making the Zikr of Allah Jte-sSs- in all types of circumstances 
cannot be harmed by anything? I make the Zikr of Allah with Ism-e-A’zam. 

The maid asked, ‘What is the Ism-e-A’zam?’ He replied (I always recite the following 
words before I eat or drink anything): 

Translation: I begin with the name of Allah with the blessings of whose name nothing 
from the earth and skies can cause any harm. He is the All-Hearing, All-Knowing. 

The eminent companion then asked her as to why she poisoned him. She replied that she 
had done so because she had a grudge against him. Hearing this, he said, ‘I free you for 
the pleasure of Allah JsA*-, and forgive you for whatever you have done to me.’ (Hayat-ul- 
Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 391) 
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May Allah Js-sl^ have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

The virtues and greatness of the blessed companions jiaSihi^ cannot be 
expressed in words. The character of these noble individuals truly reflects the exegesis of 


the divine commandment j-lil CJ: (Translation from Kanz-ul-Iman: ‘O listener! 


Repel the evil with good’). (Part 24, Surah Ha-Mim As-Sajdah, verse 34) 

Instead of having the maid punished who had repeatedly poisoned him, Sayyiduna Abu 
Darda ^ freed and forgave her. Listen to one more similar parable. 

7. Poisonous food 

A maid of Sayyiduna Abu Muslim Khulanl sL* would poison him because of 
having a grudge against him but the poison had no effect on him. This continued for a 
long period of time. At last she said, ‘I have been poisoning you for a long time, but the 
poison has had no effect on you!’ The eminent saint khr asked, ‘Why did you do 

this?’ She replied, ‘Because you have become very old.’ He said, I always 

recite M before I eat and drink anything. (By the blessings of this, I have 

remained protected from the effects of the poison).’ Then, he *sa jus freed her. 
(QalyubT Hikayat, pp. 52) 


Bay-nawa muflis-o-muhtaj gada kaun? Kay mayn 
Sahib-e-Jud-o-Karam wasfhay kis ka? Tayrd 


I am a helpless destitute 
And generosity is your attribute 


(Zauq-e-Na’at) 




j^A-bic^! How great are the marvels of <UlJI 
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Satanic deception 

It is evident from above narrations and incidents that even if you eat poison after 
reciting --U' p-lj it will not affect you, but who can take such a great risk? We know from 
experience that if we ever eat spicy food, for example, despite having recited ■‘-LSI we 
get stomach upsets! 


Cure for satanic deception 

If properly fired from a high-quality gun, a bullet can even kill a lion. In like manner, 
invocations and Du’as are like bullets while the tongue of the reciter is like a gun. The 
Du’as are the same, but our tongues are not like those of the companions and the noble 
saints. How can effectiveness be achieved by the tongue committing the sins of lying, 
backbiting, tale-telling, swearing, hurting and misbehaving others! We also make Du’a, 
but when confronted with troubles, we go to pious people and request them to make 
Du’a for us. This is simply because everybody has the mindset that the Du’a uttered by a 
pure tongue is more effective. 

Without doubt, reciting Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Walld drank 

poison fearlessly and remained absolutely unharmed from the effect of the poison 
because his tongue, his heart and his entire body was pure from sins, j«5£ This is 

the blessing of the pure name of Allah JU-sfs- that the poison did not affect him. 

Similarly, Sayyiduna Abu Darda and Sayyiduna Abu Muslim KhulanI would 

utter the blessed name of Allah Js-sS*- with their pure tongues, and the poison would turn 
harmless to them. Otherwise, poison is, after all, poison and can cause serious harm to 
the human body. 

How deadly poison is can be further clarified by the following incident extracted from 
Kitdb-ul-Azkiya, ‘During the journey, a caravan of Hajj pilgrims reached a water spring 
and learnt that in the vicinity was a family of expert doctors. The excuse they invented to 
visit the family was that they scratched the shin of one of their companions with a twig 
from jungle, leaving it bleeding slightly. Then, taking him to the door of their house, one 
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of them called out, ‘Does anyone treat snakebites here?’ Hearing this, a little girl came 
out from the house. After she looked carefully at the wound, she commented, ‘No snake 
has bitten this person; instead, his shin has been scratched by something on which a 
male poisonous snake had urinated. This person will no longer remain alive and will die 
when the sun rises tomorrow.’ Therefore, what the little girl had predicted happened 
and that person passed away as soon as the sun rose. (Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. l, pp. 391) 

Ya Allah JmS*-! Bless us with the privilege of repeatedly reciting pH- 

Forgive us and free us from sins. Ya Allah Js-sJ*-! Bless us with martyrdom under the 
green dome while we are beholding the vision of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
jiss an j*, with burial in Jannat-ul-Baqi, and with the neighbourhood of Your 
Beloved Prophet JUs «a\ 3 Jis5 in Jannat-ul-Firdaus! Forgive the entire Ummah of 
Your Beloved Prophet J*. 

aabl (^*2 i—| 

ail I alii J\ X£j> 



Ill 


<-5\ ^_c .3 5j 1 »n H 3 oj d_kJ 

0 ^-jJ\ dJLh ^>-JJ\ qK > «» h o-f 4-L5 Lj a_j_c-Li pot— T> \-^\ 


Graciousness of Prophet to Mahmud Ghaznawi 

A person once came to Sultan Mahmud Ghaznawi 1 and said: I had a long¬ 

standing desire to see the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jjlsssfc J*. Fortunately, 
my dearest wish was fulfilled last night, blessing me with the vision of the Holy Prophet 
JEsa-dhssfeJtsSsiiiJ*. Finding the Beloved and Blessed Prophet in a delightful 

mood, I pleaded, ‘Ya Rasulallah JUs«dbssMus*ii!i5*, I owe 1000 dirhams and I am not able to 
pay it. I fear that if I die whilst in debt, the burden of the debt will be on my back.’ 

The Blessed Prophet JUs^hssfeJbSsisiJ* said to me, ‘Go to Mahmud Subuktagin; he will pay 
off your debt.’ I said, ‘I fear he won’t believe me. If you tell me some sign to make him 
believe me, it would be highly gracious of you.’ The Noble Rasul said, ‘Go 

and tell him; O Mahmud! You recite Salat [Durud] 30,000 times in the first part of the 
night and, after you wake up from sleep, you recite Salat further 30,000 times in the 
latter part of the night. Hearing this sign from you, he will pay off you debt, Jisv-Ajk'Li^i.’ 

When Sultan Mahmud heard the merciful message from the Holy Prophet 

JUs-db«fejisSii>!J*, he began to cry. Then, confirming what that poor debtor had said, he not 
only paid off his debt but also gave further 1000 dirhams. Astonished, the courtiers said 
to the king, ‘Your Eminence! This person has told something almost impossible and you 
have still believed it. We remain here in the royal palace with you and have never seen 
you recite $alat-‘Alan-NabI 4# in such a huge number, nor is it usually possible for a 
person to recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 4# 60,000 times within a night.’ 

Listening to this, Sultan Mahmud Ghaznawi responded, ‘You are right but 

I have heard from Islamic scholars about a particular Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 44r. If a person 


1 Sultan Mahmud Ghaznawi jAIiAji wa s an extremely brave king from Ghazni and a great devotee of 

Rasul. He lived in the 10 th Century AD. His full name was Sultan Nasiruddin Ibn Subuktagin. He made many 
conquests. He invaded the Indian subcontinent, gaining great victories. 
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recites that Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 4# one time, it is as if he has recited Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 
10,000 times. I recite the same Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 4# three times in the first part of the 
night and three times in the latter part of the night expecting to be given the reward of 
reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 4# 60,000 times every night. When this fortunate devotee of 
Rasul brought me the merciful message of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j*, 

it confirmed the authenticity of the Ten Thousand Times Reward Giving Salat-‘Alan- 
Nabi 4#. I cried in happiness because it proved that the saying of the eminent scholars 
was absolutely correct, as the Ghayb-knowing Prophet Am jw *l>t J* testified to it 
himself.’ (Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 7, pp. 234) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (JUu alll Jbs c-JL-AA 


Ten thousand times reward giving Salat-'Alan-Nabi 4# 

^ ♦ j l j i ,' t 5 ^ ♦ j l j j l.A 1 C -fl- L La b JA -. ID I 

IjfeS" aAs jkLiJ 


O Allah Js-sSH Send Salat upon our sovereign Muhammad J* for as long as days 

are continuing and morning and evening are coming one by one, and night and day are coming 
one by one, and for as long as the two stars are high. And (O Allah send Salam from us 
to the soul of the Holy Prophet JUs^ibssk JtsSdi! J* and those of his blessed family. And bless 
them and send Salam to them a great deal. 
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Although Satan will be using every trick of his trade to prevent you from reading this 
chapter, go through it from beginning to end. You would perhaps realize that you were 
unaware of the manners of eating. 


Amazing angel 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs«dbsjfcjtsSiii! J* has stated, ‘Undoubtedly, Allah J«5*- has stationed an angel at my grave 
who has been granted the power of hearing the voice of every creature. Hence, whosoever, 
until the Day of Judgement, recites Salat upon me, he [i.e. the angel] presents that person’s 
name along with his father’s name to me. The angel says, ‘The so-and-so son of the so- 
and-so person has recited Salat upon you.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 10, pp. 251, Hadis 17291) 




How fortunate indeed is the person who recites $alat-‘Alan-Nabi as his name 
along with his father’s name is presented in the court of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JAdfcsiiJijtsiAij*! I would like to draw your attention to a noteworthy and faith-refreshing 
word of wisdom regarding the foregoing Hadis. 

The angel stationed at the glorious grave of the Holy Prophet *skjttf6isi J* has been 

granted such enormous hearing power that he can simultaneously hear the low voice of 
Salat-recitation of millions of Muslims around the globe and he has also been granted 
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‘Ilm-ul-Ghayb as he is aware of the name of the reciter and that of the reciter’s father. If 
this is the amazing state of the hearing faculty and the ‘Ilm-ul-Ghayb of the angel who is 
just a servant of the court of the Holy Prophet J*; what will be the degree of 

the powers and ‘Ilm-ul-Ghayb of the Noble Prophet j* himself! Why would 

then he i>ij* not recognize his devotees, listen to their pleas and help them, 

with the permission of Allah Js-jS*-! 

Mayn qurban is adaye dast girl per mayray Aqa tsSsii J* 

Madad ko a gaye jab bhl pukara Yd Rasulallah J* 

Let my life be sacrificed on this mode of assistance 
When I invoked, ‘Yd Rasulallah he arrived for assistance 

j (Jp (JUj alll jp IjLsi 


Eating is worship 

Dear Islamic brothers! Food is a great divine favour with many different flavours and 
tastes for us. It is an act of reward to eat Halal food with good intentions conforming to 
Shari’ah and Sunnah. 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘Eating is also a form of worship for a Muslim.’ The honourable 
Mufti has further stated, ‘Although Nikah [marriage] is a Sunnah of the Prophets 
Sayyiduna Yahya and Sayyiduna ‘Isa never got married. On the other hand, eating 

is such a Sunnah which has been practiced by every Prophet from Sayyiduna Adam 

Safiyullah iU to Sayyiduna Muhammad-ur-Rasulullah Jka-ahssi&jus*,ii j*. If a person 
dies of hunger, as a result of a hunger strike, he will die a Haram death.’ (Tafsir Na’Tmi, 
vol. 8, pp. 51) 

Our Holy Prophet J* has stated, ‘A grateful eater is like a patient fasting 

person.’ (Jami’ TirmizT, vol. 4, pp. 219, Hadis 2494) 
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Excellence of Halal morsel 

There are many blessings for us in eating according to the Sunnah of Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUj«db<si6jtsSii!i!J*. Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall has 

cited the following saying of a saint in the second volume of his world-famous book, 
Ihya-ul-‘Ulum: ‘When a Muslim eats the first morsel of Halal food, he is absolved of the 
sins he committed in the past. [Furthermore,] the one who goes to a place of humiliation 
in search of Halal sustenance, his sins fall like the leaves that fall from a tree.’ ( ihya-ul- 
‘Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 116) 


How to make intention for eating? 

It is a Sunnah to eat only when one is hungry. One should make the following intention 
before eating: 7 am eating in order to gain strength to worship Allah Js-sK’ Eating just to 
relish the taste is not something good. Shaykh Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Shayban 
has stated, ‘I have not eaten anything for the mere satisfaction of my Nafs [i.e. carnal 
desires] for eighty years.’ ( lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 5) One should also make the intention of 
eating less than one’s appetite, as the intention of eating to gain strength for the worship 
of Allah J will be true only when one eats less than one’s appetite because gluttony 
causes a hindrance in worship. Furthermore, eating less food improves one’s health and 
such a person rarely needs to visit a doctor. 

How much food should be consumed? 

The Noble Prophet j* has stated, ‘Man does not fill a container worse than 

his stomach. Merely a few morsels are sufficient for him to keep his back straight. If he 
cannot do so, then he should keep one-third [of his stomach] for food, one third for water 
and one third for air.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 48, Hadis 3349) 


Significance of intention 

The very first Hadis stated in Bukhari is Ui] (that is, the reward of deeds 

depends Upon intentions). (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 5, Hadis l) 
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Remember the fact that reward is given only for the act carried out for the pleasure of 
Allah On the other hand, if an act is carried out for ostentation it will engender sin. 
If some act is performed without any intention, it will bring about neither reward nor 
sin, provided that the act is itself Mubah (i.e. permissible). For example, if one makes no 
intention before consuming something Halal like ice cream, dessert or bread it will bring 
about neither reward nor sin. However, on the Day of Judgement, there will be 
accountability even for Mubah acts as the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and 
mind, the most Generous and Kind JU-j&jsfeJts&iiiJ* has stated, dJ\js- 3 
‘There is accountability for its Halal and torment for its Hardm.’ (Firdaus - bima Saur-ul-Khattab, 
vol. 5, pp. 283, Hadis 8192) 


Why was kohl used? 

The Noble Prophet JUs-db-sfe Jirfshij* has stated, ‘Without doubt, on the Day of Judgement, 
one will be questioned about every act even about the use of kohl in his eyes.’ (Hilyat-ul- 
Auliya, vol. 10, pp. 31, Hadis 14404) Therefore, it is better and safer to make good intentions 
before carrying out any Mubah act. A saint has stated that he would like to make a 
(good) intention before every act including eating, drinking, sleeping and even going to 
the lavatory. (Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 4, pp. 126) 

The Noble Prophet J* £>*Jb«skiitss*iii J* has stated, ‘A Muslim’s intention is better than his 
deeds.’ (Mu’jam Kabir, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) Intention implies the willingness of the heart 
towards an act. It is not necessary to utter the words of the intention. In fact, just verbal 
utterance without the willingness of the heart will not be valid and reward will not be 
given. 

Here are 43 intentions that can be made at the time of consuming food. One should make 
as many of them as are conveniently possible for him. It should also be noted that the list 
of these examples is by no means exhaustive, and those who are familiar with the knowledge 
of intentions can make many other good intentions using the below-given list as a guide. 
The more intentions one makes, the more reward one will attain, ik-fe 
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43 Intentions of eating 
I will 

1. make Wudu before, and 

2. after eating food (i.e. I will wash hands and mouth and rinse it). 

1 will consume food to gain strength to 

3. worship, 

4. recite the [Holy Quran], 

5. serve my parents, 

6. acquire religious knowledge, 

7. travel with a Madani Qafilah in order to learn Sunnah, 

8. partake in the area-visit to call people towards righteousness, 

9. ponder over the matters of the Hereafter and 

10. earn Halal sustenance to meet my needs. 

(These intentions will be beneficial only when one consumes food less than his 
appetite. Conversely, excessive eating only engenders laziness in worship, inclination 
towards sin, stomach ailments and disorders). 

[I will] 

11. eat sitting on the floor. 

12. use a dining-mat 1 according to Sunnah. 

13. observe veil within veil 2 (with the kurta or the shawl). 

14. sit according to Sunnah. 

1 A piece of cloth etc., spread on the ground, on which food, drinks etc. are served. 

2 Veil within veil is the translation of the Urdu term ‘Parday mayn Pardah’ used in the Madani environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami. It refers to the act of wrapping an extra shawl around dress from navel to knees. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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15. recite 4-LJI ~L-j 

16. and other Du’as prior to consuming food. 

17. eat with three fingers. 

18. eat small morsels. 

19. chew the food properly. 

20. recite '-5 before eating every morsel (or I will recite a_U 1 and Lj 
prior to consuming every morsel and aJdiliU at the end). 

21. pick up and eat the grains of food if fall on the dining-mat. 

22. break every morsel of the bread above the container of curry (so that every bread 
crumb falls into the container). 

23. lick the bones and spices etc. clean thoroughly. 

24. eat less than appetite. 

25. wipe the plate clean at the end with the intention of acting upon Sunnah. 

26. lick the fingers clean three times. 

27. (after cleaning the plate, I will) pour water into it and drink 1 the water to earn the 
reward of freeing a slave. 

28. not get up unnecessarily unless the dining-mat has been removed (as it is also a 
Sunnah). 

29. (after eating, I will) recite Masnun Du’as along with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once before 
and after the Du’as. 

30. pick my teeth. 

1 Pour some water into the plate so that you can easily remove the particles of food that have clung to the plate. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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More intentions whilst eating with others 

I will 

31. not begin eating before an Islamic scholar or a saint, if they are present at the 
dining-mat, 

32. seek the blessings of the company of the Muslims, 

33. please others by offering them different items such as water, squash, pieces of meat 
etc. from the food. (Putting food into someone’s plate without his consent is contrary 
to manners as he may not desire that thing at that time). 

34. reap the reward of giving charity by smiling at others, 

35. recite the Masnun Dua on seeing someone smiling, 

(The following Dua should be recited on seeing a smiling person: 

Translation: ‘May Allah always keep you smiling.’) (JJuLa/ 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 403, Hadis 3294) 

36. tell and persuade others to make the intentions of eating food, 

37. tell others of the Sunnahs of eating, 

38. (if I have the opportunity, I will) make others recite the Du’as prior to eating, 

39. and subsequent to eating, 

40. leave the finer items of food such as pieces of meat etc. for others, avoiding greed. 

(The Holy Prophet has stated, ‘Whosoever gives others the things 

that he needs himself is forgiven by Allah JmX’) (ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 9, pp. 779) 

41. gift others floss/toothpick [so that they may pick their teeth], 
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42. gift others a rubber band to wrap it around the little finger and the ring one so that 
they would practise eating with three fingers, 

43. Recite '-d aloud before consuming every morsel so that others may also recall 
and recite it. 


Wudu of eating protects against destitution 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas reports the Noble Prophet JUs^s<sfcJtsS*ii! J* to 

have stated, ‘Making Wudu before and after eating protects against destitution and is 
one of the Sunnahs of the Prophets (Mu’jamAwsat, vol. 5,pp. 231, Hadis 7166) 


Wudu of eating increases goodness in home 

Sayyiduna Anas has narrated that the Holy Prophet j* has stated, 

‘Anyone who wishes that Allah Js-sS^ increases goodness in his home, should make Wudu 
when food is served as well as when it is removed.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 9, Hadis 3260) 


Excellence of doing Wudu of eating 

The mother of believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah m ga? has narrated that 
the Holy Prophet has stated, ‘To make Wudu before eating is one good 

deed and to make Wudu after eating is (equivalent to) two good deeds.’ (Ai-Jami'-us-Saghir, 
pp. 574, Hadis 9682) 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should not be lazy in washing his hands before and after 
eating. By Allah JmS*-! The actual significance of one good deed will be realized on the 
Day of Judgement when someone would be short of just one good deed and would ask 
his relatives for it but no one would give him even a single good deed. 
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Protection from Satan 

The Noble Prophet JUs-jbssfe jtsSatsi J* has stated, ‘Making Wudu before and after eating 
(i.e. washing the hands and the mouth) increases one’s sustenance and keeps Satan 
away.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 10, pp. 106, Hadis 40755) 

Remedies for protection from illness 

Dear Islamic brothers! The Wudu of eating is not the same as that of Sal ah. The Wudu 
for eating includes washing both the hands up to the wrists, washing the mouth and 
rinsing it. A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Haklm-ul-Ummat Shaykh Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan jui i$*a*ssU. has stated, ‘In the Torah, there was the commandment of washing 
hands and mouth twice; once before and once after the eating but the Jews erased the 
former and preserved only the latter. The wisdom in washing hands and rinsing mouth 
before eating is that these parts of the body may get dirty as the daily activities and chores 
are done. Similarly, after the food is consumed, hands and mouth are sticky with food. 
Therefore, hands and mouth should be washed on both occasions. Rinsing the mouth 
after eating protects against pyorrhoea. Furthermore, a habitual user of Miswak during 
Wudu remains safe from various teeth and stomach diseases. One should make it a habit 
to urinate immediately after eating as this protects against kidney and bladder diseases. 
It is a very tried and trusted remedy.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajlh, vol. 6, pp. 32) 


Mysterious death of truck driver 

Dear Islamic brothers! Without doubt, dignity lies in Sunnah. By virtue of acting upon 
Sunnah, one attains not only great reward but also worldly benefits. Before eating, it is a 
Sunnah to wash hands up to the wrists. One should wash and rinse the mouth as well. 
As different chores are carried out with hands that come into contact with many things, 
the hands are prone to dirt and various kinds of germs. By the blessings of acting upon 
the Sunnah of washing hands prior to eating, our hands are cleaned from the germs etc. 
and thus we are protected against many diseases. Remember that one should not wipe 
hands dry after he has washed them for eating as the germs of the towel may come into 
contact with hands. 
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It is reported that a truck driver once ate food at a restaurant and died writhing in pain 
immediately afterwards. Many other people had also eaten at the same restaurant, but 
nothing happened to them. After the investigation, it turned out that a poisonous snake 
was crushed under the tyres of the truck, spreading the poison along the tyres. The truck 
driver had checked the tyres with bare hands and eaten food afterwards without washing 
his hands. As a result of eating the meal with unwashed hands with which poison had 
already come into contact, he died suddenly. 

Allah iUi'P- klRahmat say Sunnat mayn sharafat hay 
Sarkar JUs«iJ* kl Sunnat mayn ham sab kl hifazat hay 

With the mercy of Allah in Sunnah lies dignity 

With our commitment to it, in it there is safety 


Eating in marketplace 

Sayyiduna Abu Umamah has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 

of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs-jb-sfe jtsSi&i J* has stated, ‘It is 
inappropriate to eat in the marketplace.’ ( Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 184, Hadis 3073) 

Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad 
‘All A’zamI A has stated, ‘It is Makruh to eat on the roadside or in the 

marketplace.’ (Bahar-e-Sharl’at, part 16, pp. 19) 


Bread from marketplace 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Burhanuddln Ibrahim Zarnuji Am a sa? aJj. has stated, 

‘Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Fadal never ate market-food throughout 

the period of his Islamic education. Every Friday, his father would bring him food from 
his village. Once, when his father brought the food he noticed that the bread in his son’s 
room was from the marketplace. Annoyed, he even refused to talk to his son. His son 
apologetically responded that he had not brought the bread, but his friend had done so 
without his consent. Hearing this, his father rebuked him and said, ‘If you were pious, 
your friend would never dare to do this.’ (Ta’lim-ul-Muta’allim, pp. 67) 
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No blessing in food from marketplace 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how ascetic our saints were! They brought 

up and educated their children so piously that they would not even let them eat food from 
restaurants and marketplaces. Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Zarnuji has stated, ‘If 

possible, one should refrain from eating junk food and market-food as it takes one closer 
to filth and fraud, and distances one from the Zikr of Allah JmX One of its reasons is 
that the poor and the destitute look desperately at the market-food but cannot afford to 
buy it. They are disheartened, which results in the removal of blessings from this food.’ 

(Ta’lwi-ul-Muta’allim, pp. 88) 


How is it to eat at restaurants? 

Those who are in the habit of relishing restaurants’ delicious foods should learn some 
lesson from the foregoing parable. If eating at a marketplace is considered bad, then how 
inappropriate would it be to eat and drink in restaurants where music is being played 
and various other irreligious and sinful acts are being committed with shamelessness! 
Even if music is not being played at a restaurant, its atmosphere generally encourages 
sinful activities. It is a demeaning environment for the noble and the righteous. Therefore, 
one should avoid purchasing food from the marketplace unless he is in dire need of food 
and has no other alternative. Still, he should eat the food at a private place. However, the 
one who is helpless is excused. Remember that if movies or dramas are being watched or 
music is being played at a restaurant, one should refrain from going over there, as it is a 
sin to listen to music deliberately. The following narration should elaborate the point 
further. 

It is Wajib to avoid listening to music 

Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Allamah Shami has narrated that dancing (in a wiggling 

manner), making fun of others, clapping, playing the sitar [a type of Indian guitar], the 
harp, the violin, the flute and blowing the bugle are all Makruh Tahrlml, (i.e. almost 
Haram) as these are the practices of the unbelievers. To listen to the sound of the flute 
and that of other such [musical] instruments is also Haram. If one hears suddenly or 
unintentionally, he is excused. However, it is Wajib for him to make every possible effort 
to avoid listening to it. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 566) 
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Inserting fingers into openings of ears 

Dear Islamic brothers! Fortunate are those who listen to the Quran, Na’at and Sunnah- 
Inspiring speeches, and if the sound of songs or music ever reaches their ears, they make 
every possible effort not to listen to it and move away from that place inserting their 
fingers into the openings of their ears due to the fear of Allah Js-sX 

Sayyiduna Naff m jtsSaiia*? has stated, ‘(When I was young) I was going somewhere with 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar On the way, we heard the sound of trumpet¬ 
blowing. Ibn ‘Umar immediately put his fingers into his ears and moved to the 

other side of the road. Thereafter, he asked, ‘Naff zizj&'M&t! Can you still hear the sound 
[of the trumpet]?’ I replied, ‘No more.’ Then, taking his fingers out of the openings of his 
ears, he said, ‘Once, I was going somewhere along with the Holy Prophet JU<jbssfeJtsSiii! J*; 
he did exactly the same as I have done now.’ (Sunan AbrDawud, vol. 4, pp. 307, Hadis 4924) 

Move away, if sound of music reaches ears 

We have learnt from the foregoing narration that if the sound of music ever reaches our 
ears, we should immediately move away from where the sound is coming inserting fingers 
into the openings of our ears. If we remained over there sitting or standing, even though 
we have inserted fingers into the openings of our ears, or if we moved just slightly to a 
side, then we would not be able to avoid listening to the sound of music. It is Wajib to 
make every possible effort to avoid listening to music whether or not we insert fingers 
into our ears. 

Woe! Nowadays, it has become extremely difficult to avoid music. Wherever one goes, 
whether it is vehicle or aeroplane, home or shop, restaurant or marketplace one hears 
the sound of songs and music. If a devotee of the Rasul avoids this sin by inserting fingers 
into his ears, he is ridiculed. 

Wo daur dyd kay diwana-e-NabT kay liye 
Har aik hath mayn patthar dikhcLyi dayta hay 

Devotee of the Rasul is disdained 
Every hand has a stone aimed 
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Dear Islamic brothers! By the blessings of the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, 
immeasurably astounding changes take place in one’s life. Many individuals have 
been reported to have wished that if only they had joined the Madam environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami long ago! Here is a glimpse of the blessing of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam 
environment. 

Blessing of giving Dars at home 

An Islamic brother from Akola [a state of Maharashtra, India] has stated: ‘Due to the 
company of those who have corrupt beliefs, my family was briskly falling into the abyss 
of sins and wrong beliefs. Once, while the entire family was watching TV, my 17-year- 
old brother, who had begun to attend Dawat-e-Islami’s Ijtima’, entered the room with 
his back towards the television we were watching. Taking something from the wardrobe 
he left in the same manner as he had entered the room. Infuriated by his strange behaviour, 
I yelled out, ‘What is wrong with you today; you are acting childishly?’ Despite hearing 
my harsh words, he went into the other room silently without responding to me. 

Explaining to me, my mother said that he had sworn not to watch television. In anger, 
I stopped talking to him. He started giving Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat at home. Initially, 
I did not attend the Dars, but one day I also sat with the household to listen to what he 
delivers in the Dars. When I heard the Dars, I was impressed by it and began to attend it 
regularly. Gradually, the rust of my heart began to be removed, and I started attending 
the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami. 

I came to my senses, refrained from the company of those who have corrupt 
beliefs, and began to grow a beard. Further, I started listening to the audio-cassettes of 
Sunnah-Inspiring speeches released by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah in lieu of the misleading 
speeches I used to listen to fondly. There were televisions in all four rooms of our home; 
we threw them away with mutual consent. 


Buri suhbataun say kinarah kashi kar 
Aur achchaun hay pas a hay pa Madam Mahaul 



Tumhayn luff a jaye ga zindagi ka 
Qarlb a kay daykho zara Madam Mahaul 
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Abstain from bad company; seek company of the good, 
Adopt the Madani environment 
You will enjoy your life, come closer and look, 
the beauty of the Madani environment 



A means to protect Iman 

Dear Islamic brothers! j«5£- Giving Dars at home is an effective way of guarding 

one’s Iman and reforming one’s character. Similarly, there is a Madani activity of filling 
out the booklet of Madani In’amat daily practicing Fikr-e-Madlnah, which is a powerful 
tool for the character-building of Islamic brothers and sisters. The twelfth question in 
the Madani In’amat booklet is in regard to delivering or listening to two Dars a day, one 
of which should be delivered at home. All of you are requested to start giving Dars at 
your home. 


‘Amal ka ho jazbah ‘ata Yd IlahT JwS* 
Gunahaun say mujh ko bacha Yd IlahT 
Sa’adat milay Dars-e-Faizan-e-Sunnat 
Ki rozanah dau martabah Yd IlahT JUsv- 

Grant us a passion to do good deeds, O my Allah JksSt 
Protect us from sins and bad deeds, O my Allah JUsv- 
May we be fortunate to give Dars of Faizan-e-Sunnat 
Twice a day O my Allah JUsv- 
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Light in grave 

Listen to the excellence of delivering Dars and Sunnah-Inspiring speeches. ‘Allamah 
Jalaluddin Suyuti Shafi’i £*■*?*&■ has narrated in ‘Sharh-us-Sudur that Allah JmS*- 
sent a revelation to Sayyiduna Musa visjij ‘Learn righteous things and teach 
them to others; I [Allah Ju-sS^] will brighten the graves of those who learn and teach good 
so that they would not have any fear.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 6, pp. 5, Hadis 7622) 


Graves will be radiant 

The foregoing narration highlights the reward of learning and teaching righteous things. 
Those who deliver as well as those who listen to Sunnah-Inspiring speeches and Dars 
will surely be blissful and successful and their graves will be radiant from the inside, 
Furthermore, they will not have any fear, Jk-ifc- JLiteTLs^]. 

Likewise, those who spread righteousness making individual effort, travel with Madani 
Qafilah, inspire others to practice Fikr-e-Madlnah by filling their Madani In’amat booklet, 
persuade others to attend Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima, and those who listen to righteous 
things by attending Dars, Sunnah-Inspiring speeches etc., the graves of all these people 
will also be radiant for the sake of the Nur of the Holy Prophet JU*J*. 

Qabr mayn lehra-ayn gey td-hashr chasmay Nur kay 
Jalwahfarma hog!jab tal’at Rasiilulldh jiaaSii j* kl 

In the grave until Qiyamah, rays of light will flow clear 
When the blessed face of the Prophet will appear 

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish) 

(Jp (JUu ahl 1^1 fa 


Reforming one’s family is necessary 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is imperative that we reform ourselves and our family. Allah j«5^ 
says in the Quran in Surah At-Tahrim, part 28, verse 6: 
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8 \ j\j _} Ja-C.^aj \ 

O those who believe! Save yourselves and your families from the fire whose fuel is men 
and stones. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah At-Tahrlm, verse 6) 

JU-sSi Jjki&Jl, One of the ways of carrying out the above-mentioned commandment is to 
give Dars to the household. In addition, it would also be beneficial to read and make 
others read the various booklets published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. Similarly, listening 
to the audio-cassettes of speeches and Madam Muzakarah [question and answer sessions] 
and watching VCDs and Madam channel will also prove to be very effective in reforming 
oneself as well as one’s family. Many incidents have been reported about the 

reform of people by virtue of Sunnah-Inspiring speeches and booklets. Here is one such 
account. 

Blessing of reading Maktaba-tul-Madinah’s booklet 

An Islamic brother from Bahawalpur (Punjab) has reported: ‘Due to the company of 
wicked friends at school, I had become addicted to movies. I would even travel to other 
cities like Lahore, Karachi and Okara just for watching movies. As a result of watching 
pornographic movies I would follow unveiled college girls. I would shave my beard 
every day. Even worse, I had the obsession to work in theatres, circuses and the circle of 
death 1 . My family was extremely worried and concerned. 

One day, my father spoke to a responsible Islamic brother of Dawat-e-Islami in our area 
and made me travel with a Madam Qafilah in the company of the devotees of the Rasul. 
On the last day, the Amir of the Qafilah gave me a booklet entitled ‘ Black Scorpions' 
(published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah). When I read the booklet, I trembled with fear. I 
immediately repented and made a firm intention to grow a fist-length beard on my face. 
Having returned, I attended the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ and purchased the audio¬ 
cassette entitled ‘Dhal jaye gi yeh. Jawam [You will not Stay Young] from Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah. When I came home and heard the speech, it changed my whole life. 

1 Circle of death is a deep well like structure in which a motorbike is ridden on the inside edge. It is extremely 
dangerous for the rider. [Translator’s Note] 
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j«3£ I started offering Salah regularly and taking part in the Madani activities of 

Dawat-e-Islami. I am now making efforts as a responsible for Madani Qafilah 

in my city.’ 

(Jp (JUo ajill c-JLsM <Jp 1^1vs 


Blessing in eating with others 

The second caliph, Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam && Jtss &i &<> has 
narrated that Beloved Rasul of Allah JUs^ibs^jusiii J* has stated, ‘Eat together. Do not eat 
separately, as blessing is with the group.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 21, Hadis 3287) 

A way of being satiated 

Sayyiduna Wahshi Bin Harb has narrated via his grandfather that the blessed 

companions & 0 - once said to the Holy Prophet JLJtssabi J* ‘Ya Rasulallah 

4s jiss J*! We eat, yet we are not satiated.’ The Holy Prophet JUs*fls<»k Jtgiii j* 
responded, ‘You must be eating individually?’ They replied, ‘Yes.’ The Noble Prophet 
then said, ‘Eat sitting together and recite pJLj, there will be blessing 
in your food.’ (Sunan AblDawiid, vol. 3,pp. 486, Hadis 3764) 


Excellence of eating together 

There are glad tidings for those who eat sitting together at a dining-mat. Sayyiduna Anas 
Bin Malik has narrated: ‘When Allah sees a Muslim eat at a dining-mat 

sitting along with his wife and children, He JsAs- is pleased by this action the most because 
when they sit together to eat, Allah J«5*- sees them with mercy and forgives them before 
they separate.’ (Tanblh-ul-Ghafilln, pp. 343) 


Cure for stomach in eating together 

A professor of pathology has discovered that when some people eat sitting together, their 
bacteria are mixed in the food. These bacteria destroy other pathogenic bacteria that can 
cause diseases. At times, healthy bacteria are mixed which help cure stomach diseases. 
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Food for one is sufficient for two 

Sayyiduna Jabir has narrated the Holy Prophet J&tih&teJks&S* to have stated, 

‘The food of one is sufficient for two. The food of two is sufficient for four and that of 
four is sufficient for eight.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1140, Hadis 2059) The Holy Prophet 
has stated, ‘The food of two is sufficient for three and that of three is sufficient for four.’ 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 6, pp. 346, Hadis 5392) 


Lesson of contentment 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, a renowned exegetist of the Quran, Shaykh Mufti 
Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘If there are more people and less food, all of 

them should eat a little less than their appetite. In other words, three should be content 
with the food of two, and four should be content with the food of three. Although they 
may not be full, they will not have weakness, and will be able to perform worship properly. 
This Hadis contains a noteworthy lesson of having contentment and being considerate 
towards Others.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajlh, vol. 6, pp. 16) 


Reduction in stipend 

Once, the first caliph of the Prophet Sayyiduna Siddlq Akbar’s respectable wife 
expressed the desire of eating halvah [i.e. a type of sweet dish]. He said that they did not 
have enough money to buy halvah. She suggested that she would save a little money 
from their daily expenditures so that they would buy halvah. He gave his consent to this, 
therefore, she started saving money. After a few days, she gave the money to him for 
buying halvah. Instead of buying halvah, he deposited that money in the Bayt-ul-Mal 
[i.e. the state treasury] and said to the treasurer, ‘This money is in excess of our needs’. 
He then got his monthly stipend reduced in proportion to that deposited money. 
(Al-Kamil fit-Tarlkh, vol. 2, pp. 271) 

Dear Islamic brothers! By reading or listening to the above parable we should also learn 
some lesson of piety and contentment rather than just expressing accolades and praises. 
Particularly, government officers, the Imams of Masajid, the teachers of religious schools, 
the Muslims who are associated with various religious departments and those in authority 
should all learn a lesson of contentment and self-respect, avoiding greed and thus making 
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their Hereafter better. If only we would be content with earning little income and long 
for the accumulation of the immortal treasure of good deeds, instead of arguing for 
increase in our salary, just on the provocation of our Nafs, comparing it with others’ 
salaries saying such sentences as: ‘my salary is less and his is so high.’ Listen to one more 
parable about Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq’s xz&sitoc&t piety and his disinterest in worldly 
wealth. 

Caution regarding endowed things 

Sayyiduna Imam Hasan Mujtaba sszOhSttooto has narrated that, at the time of his demise, 
Khalifa-tur-Rasul Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq *u.jtss*ii called his daughter, Sayyidatuna 
‘Aishah Siddlqah tyzjbSt&Aoft? and said, ‘Listen! The she-camel whose milk we drink, the 
bowl in which we eat, and the shawl I wear, have all been taken from the Bayt-ul-Mal 
[i.e. the state treasury]. We can only use these things as long as I hold the office of the 
caliphate [of the Muslims]. When I pass away, give all of these things to Sayyiduna ‘Umar 
Faruq A’zam 

When Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq a&JisSstii passed away, as per his will, all of these 
things were sent to Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam [When Sayyiduna ‘Umar 

Faruq A’zam ass. JtsS «ii came to know about it,] he ass. jtss abi said, ‘May Allah 

shower mercy upon Abu Bakr (aitjisSi&i &o); he has set a tough example for his successors.’ 

(TarTkh-ul-Khulafa, pp. 60) 


Forgiveness for eater 

One should recite ■ciJI UL_j while initiating any righteous act as it is a Sunnah to do so. 
Similarly, it is also a Sunnah to recite CUI prior to eating and drinking something as 
this brings about many blessings. Hence Sayyiduna Anas has narrated that the 

Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
Jirfaii j* has stated, ‘A person is served with food and is forgiven before the food is 
removed. This is because he recites <*-0 when served with food and Asllilwhen the 
food is removed.’ (Al-Jami’-us-SaghTr, pp. 122, Hadis 1974) 
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It is not Sunnah to eat at dining table 

Sayyiduna Anas c&o- has narrated a Hadis mentioned in Sahih Bukhari that the 

Noble Prophet Mi M J* would not eat at a dining-table; nor in small bowls. 

[Furthermore,] thin bread was not prepared for him. When Sayyiduna Qatadah 

was asked as to what the Holy Prophet and his companions 

would eat food at; he replied that they would eat at a dining-mat. (Sahih Bukhari, 

vol. 3, pp. 532, Hadis 5415) 


Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zami ^5 states 

Dear Islamic brothers! Although it is not a sin to eat at a dining table, it is not a Sunnah 
to do so. Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Amjad ‘All 
A’zamI has stated in the 16 th part of Bahar-e-Shari’at, ‘Meal is served to the 

rich at tables so that they would not have to bow while eating. This was a custom of the 
arrogant. Even today, some people follow the practice of the arrogant by eating at a table. 
Similarly, eating in small bowls is also a custom of the rich as different foods are served 
to them in small bowls or plates.’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 16, pp. 12) 

Which type of dining-mat is Sunnah? 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘It is a Sunnah to bow a little in front of the food. The dining mat 
used by the Holy Prophet MiMMM&iM was made of either cloth or leather or palm tree 
leaves. The dining-mat used to be spread on the floor and the Holy Prophet Mi^s^J lashi j* 
would also Sit On the floor for eating.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 6,pp. 13) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Though it is not a sin to eat at a table, the Sunnah is to eat at a 
dining-mat laid on the floor. [Remember] dignity lies in following Sunnah. Unfortunately, 
these days, most of the Muslims seem to have drifted away from this Sunnah. The trend 
of eating at tables has grown even in religious families. Likewise, in weddings, people are 
seen eating food standing around the table even without using chairs! Alas, when will 
Sunnah be revived! 
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Sunnatayn ‘am karayn Dm ka ham kam karayn 
Nayk ban jdyain Musalman Madmay walay 

May we serve Islam and propagate Sunnah, O Prophet 

May we attain righteousness, O Prophet jiWsJtasbij* 


Zikr of Allah on every morsel 

Sayyiduna Anas has narrated, ‘Allah is pleased with His servant who 

glorifies Allah js-A^ after consuming a morsel of food and drinking water.’ (Sahrh Muslim, 
pp. 1463, Hadis 2734) 


Way of doing Zikr on every morsel 

How easy way of attaining the pleasure of Allah Js-A*- it is! By Allah JsA*-, no 
privilege is greater than the attainment of His pleasure. The one with whom Allah JsA^ 
is pleased, will be blessed with beholding Him and entering Paradise. Try to make it 
your habit to make the Zikr of Allah JsA^ before eating every morsel and drinking every 
sip and to recite kbilikl after eating the morsel and drinking the sip so that the mealtime 
is not spent in heedlessness. 

If possible, make a habit to recite aji-uiU, hi and <*-LH between every two 
morsels. In this way, every morsel will begin with <*-LH and hi and will end 
with the glorification of Allah JsA^. [By doing this] JUA- one will gain a great deal 

of reward. It is stated in Maktaba-tul-Madlnah’s published pocket-sized booklet entitled 
l 40 Spiritual Cures p that whoever recites h> prior to eating every morsel, that food 
will become Nur in his stomach, curing diseases jAi^.djteTL_ 2 ,&i. 

Kar ulfat mayn apnifand Yd Ilahi JfeA- 
‘Ata karday Apm Riza Yd Ilahi JU-A- 

Grant us utter devotion in Your love O Allah JU-A 
Grant us Your pleasure, O Allah 

1 Get this booklet from Maktaba-tul-Madinali. 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Make a habit of travelling with Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami 
with Rasul’s devotees. You will gain practical learning of Sunnah pertaining 

to eating food. <Jt)teT_2>&i Such a meal would be served some day which will delight 
you. So let me tell you, in my own way, a Madam incident of Islamic brothers: 

Hospitality of Madam Qafilah by Data Ganj Bakhsh 4^ 4' ^3 

An Islamic brother has narrated, ‘Our Madam Qafilah was staying for three days in the 
Masjid adjacent to the shrine of Data Sahib -^4^4 in the city of Markaz-ul-Auliya, 
Lahore. According to the schedule, we were busy learning Sunnah when a person arrived 
and met us very warmly. The person then said, ‘jMy fortune awoke last night. 
I had a dream in which I saw Data Ganj Bakhsh ‘All HajwayrI who said to 

me, ‘A Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami is staying in my Masjid for three days, prepare 
food for them.’ Therefore, I have prepared and brought food for the participants of the 
Madam Qafilah. Please accept it.’ 


Kyd gharaz dar dar phirun mayn bhik laynay kay liye 
Hay salamat astana dp ka Data piya 
Jhauliyan bhar bhar kay lay jatay hayn mangtay rat din 
Ho mayri ummid ka gulshan hard Data piya 

Why should I restlessly run around? 

When I have your court sound, O Ganj Bakhsh 

People fill their baskets aplenty, day and night 
May my desires also be fulfilled, O Ganj Bakhsh 




Saint 4 * 4' helped from within tomb 

The saints help their visitors from within their blessed tombs. Hujjat-ul-Islam 
Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall jiJi Aji has narrated that a Shafi’i shrine- 

caretaker from Makkah Mukarramah stated that there was a poor Egyptian person who 
had lately become the father of a baby. The destitute contacted a social worker who took 
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the newborn’s father to several people for financial assistance, but no one helped. At last, 
they went to a shrine where the social worker beseeched, ‘Ya Sayyidi! May Allah Js-slt 
bless you! In your apparent life, you would give a lot. Today we asked several people for 
the newborn, yet no one gave anything.’ Thereafter, the social worker gave the newborn’s 
father half a dinar 1 as debt and said, ‘Whenever you are able to repay this debt, you may 
repay it.’ After that, both of them went their separate ways. 

That night the social worker saw the same saint in his dream. The saint said, ‘I heard 
what you said to me but was not allowed to reply at that time. Go to my family and ask 
them to dig underneath the stove. They would find there 500 dinar in a bag. Give this 
entire amount to the newborn’s father.’ 

Hence, the social worker went to the saint’s family and told them the whole situation. 
The family dug underneath the stove where they found 500 dinar which they offered to 
the social worker. That social worker responded, ‘What is the credibility of my dream? All 
this belongs to you.’ They responded, ‘When our pious predecessor is showing generosity 
even after leaving this world, why should we not do!’ They then insistently handed over 
the entire amount to the social worker, who gave it to the newborn’s father and told him 
of the entire incident. Taking just one dinar out of 500 ones (half for paying his debt and 
half for his expenditures) the poor man said, ‘This is sufficient for me.’ He then gave the 
rest of the money to the social worker and asked him to distribute it among the poor and 
the destitute. The narrator of this amazing parable remarked that he was unable to decide 
as to which one of them was more generous, (ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 309) 

May Allah JmS* have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


Khali kabhlphayra hi nahln apnay gada ko 
Ay sailon mango to iara hath barha kar 
Khud apnay bhikarl kl bhara kartay hayn jhauli 
Khud kehtay hayn Yd Rab JksJt mayray mangta kd bhala kar 


Currency used at that time. [Translator’s Note] 
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The saint has never returned the servant empty handed 
O servant just ask with your hand stretched 
They fill the baskets of the beseecher 
and say ‘Yd Allah J&fr grant good to the seeker’ 

(Jp alll jp 


Saints 3^ benefit others even after demise 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable clearly highlights the belief of the Muslims 
of past to seek help from saints in hour of need. They were well-aware of the fact that it 
is Allah who has empowered the saints to help and assist people. By the grace of 
Allah the saints are alive in their graves; they listen, guide and help the 

visitors and are aware of the affairs of their families. This is why the saint of the foregoing 
shrine guided the social worker in his dream and helped the father of the newborn child. 

‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin Shami has stated, ‘The saints are at different ranks 

(levels) in the court of Allah and are able to help the visitors according to their 
gnosis and insight.’ (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 1, pp. 604) 

Ham ko saray Auliya say piyar hay 

JU-jii Apnd bayra par hay 


We love all saints of AUah indeed 
JU-iJiAiJIfTLa&l We will succeed 

Which food causes illness? 

Sayyiduna ‘Uqbah Bin ‘Amir m iAi o*? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet J* has stated, ‘The food on which Allah’s name is not mentioned 

causes illness and contains no blessings. The atonement (for not mentioning Allah’s 
name) is to recite and then eat something if the dining-mat has not yet been 

removed. If the dining-mat has been removed, then recite ‘'-Li! and lick the fingers 
clean.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 394, Hadis 6327) 
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Food becomes Halal for Satan 

Sayyiduna Huzayfah \&o has narrated that the Noble Prophet JUs^lsssfeJtsSiii j* has 
stated, ‘The food on which is not recited becomes Halal for Satan.’ (Sahrh Muslim, 

pp. 1116, Hadis 2017) (In other words, Satan also joins in consuming such food). 

Save food from Satan 

The food before eating which a-LSI *-!_> is not recited has no blessings. Sayyiduna Abu 
Ayyub Ansari has narrated, ‘We were once present in the blessed company of 

the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah Jus «ah J* when food was 

served. At the beginning of the meal there was so much blessing that we had never seen 
such blessing before, but near the end, we observed no blessings. We asked the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet JUs*ils»fei)tss*ii!J*, ‘Ya Rasulallah Jiai&ij-*, what is the reason 

behind this?’ He J* replied, ‘All of us had recited ■*—A-Jl prior to eating, 

but then a person who had not recited a-LII pJLj sat down to eat, and Satan also ate with 
him.’ (Sharh-us-Sunnah, vol. 6, pp. 62, Hadis 2818) 


Protection from Satan 

Sayyiduna Salman Farsi &S£-Jiss&t>i 0 ?* has narrated that the Noble Prophet iij* 

has stated, ‘Whoever wishes that Satan neither eats with him, nor takes siesta with him 
and nor spends night with him, should say Salam while entering his home and recite 
■C-L-ll pA_j prior to eating.’ (Mu’jam Kabir, vol. 6, pp. 240, Hadis 6102) 


Solution to family discords 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘When entering home, one should recite Aa-Jll jl^ll Ail ^ and place the 
right foot first into home. One should then say Salam to the household. If no one is 
present in home, one should say All A-A-jj ^Ul I dilic. 
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Some saints have been seen reciting jA^pl All and Surah Al-Ikhlas as they entered 
their homes at the beginning of the day. This brings about harmony in the household 
preventing quarrel and increases blessing in sustenance.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 6, pp. 9) 

What to do if one forgets to recite jJLsWj? 

The mother of believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah has narrated that the 

Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* has stated, ‘When a person eats, he should 

mention the name of Allah Js-sA, i.e. recite ■cJJI ALj. If he forgets to recite 4-LJI AA? in 
the beginning, he should recite o y>-\j Ajl Ail •’ (Sunan AblDawiid, vol. 3, pp. 487, Hadis 3767) 

Satan threw up! 

Sayyiduna Umayyah Bin Makhshi has stated, ‘A person was eating food without 

reciting AUI When he was about to eat the last morsel, he recalled and recited 
eys-lj S)jl Ail -As. (Seeing this) The Holy Prophet said with a smile, ‘Satan 

was also eating with this person. When he mentioned the name of Allah Js-sA, Satan 
spewed up what was in his Stomach.’ (Sunan Abl Dawud, vol. 3, pp. 356, Hadis 3768) 


Nothing is hidden from Blessed Eyes of Mustafa 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should recite Ail ^ whenever one eats food. If 

someone eats without reciting <cJJI |AAj, a Satan named ‘Qarin’ joins him in the meal. It 
is evident from the Hadis narrated by Sayyiduna Umayyah Bin Makhshi that 

the blessed eyes of the Holy Prophet jtssAii j* saw everything, which is why he 

j* smiled upon seeing Satan’s dismay. 


A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan eitLOiis^sU. 
has stated, ‘The Holy Prophet JA A J* is able enough to see even the hidden 

creatures. The Hadis is very explicit in its meaning and does not require any elaboration 
or interpretation. As we do not eat the food in which a fly has fallen (and is still present 
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in it), similarly, Satan cannot digest the food before eating which the name of Allah 
is mentioned. Though the food thrown up by Satan is of no use to us, Satan falls sick and 
has to remain hungry, and the lost blessing of our food is restored. Thus, there is one 
advantage for us and two disadvantages for Satan. 

It is also possible that Satan may not even eat with us in the future for fear that perhaps 
we would recite ■c-Ul and he would have to again vomit the food he has eaten. The 
person mentioned in the Hadis was probably eating alone. Had he been eating in the 
company of the Noble Prophet JUs<fjls<»i£jtsS4lit j* he would not have forgotten to recite 
■cJJI because the people present there used to recite ‘cJLJI aloud and would 
instruct Others to do the same.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajlh, vol. 6, pp. 30) 

Dear Islamic brothers! There’s plenty of opportunity to learn and recite Du’a 

in the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, especially in its Madam Qafilah. Words 
cannot simply express the blessings of Dawat-e-Islami! Here is an amazing account. 

Bedridden mother recovers 

An Islamic brother from Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi has stated: My mother was so seriously 
ill that she was even unable to rise from bed. Even the doctors had disappointed us 
declaring that she would no longer recover. I had heard that the prayers of those travelling 
with the devotees of Rasul in the Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami are answered and 
illnesses are cured. Therefore, plucking up the courage, I decided to travel with Madam 
Qafilah. I made my way to the Madam Training Centre in the global Madam Markaz 
Falzan-e-Madlnah where I expressed my intention to travel in a Madam Qafilah for 3 
days. The Islamic brothers met me very warmly and made arrangements instantly. 

In the company of the devotees of the Rasul our Madam Qafilah reached a village near 
Sahra-e-Madlnaii of Bab-ul-Islam Sindh, Pakistan. During the Qafilah, I informed the 
Islamic brothers of my ailing mother and her critical condition. They comforted me and 
made Du’a for her recovery. Making individual effort, the Amir of the Qafilah persuaded 
me to travel with another Madam Qafilah for 30 days. I made my intention for that. During 
those 3 days, I prayed a lot for my mother, weeping and beseeching for her recovery. 
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On the third day, I had a dream in which I saw a saint who had a shining face. The saint 
comforted me saying, ‘Do not worry about your mother, iJbtetjft&i she will get better.’ 
After I spent 3 days with the Madani Qafilah, I returned home. As I knocked, the door 
opened; I was astonished to see that the mother of mine who was unable even to rise from 


bed had opened the door herself. I kissed her feet out of joy and told her of the dream. I 
then left with the devotees of the Rasul in the Madani Qafilah for 30 days after seeking 


permission from her. 

Ma jo blmar ho qarz ka bar ho ranj-o-gham mat karayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Rab JU-5V- kay dar per jhukayn iltija-ayn karayn bab-e-rahmat khulayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dil kl kalak dhulay marz-e- ‘isyan ialay do sab chal parayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

For recovery of ill mother, for payment of debt from other, for relief from grief and dither, 
travel with the Qafilah 

Bow down before Allah JU-sv-, entreat and beseech to be blessed with His grace, 
travel with the Qafilah 

May the filth of heart wash away, and decadent ways go away 
travel with the Qafilah 




Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see? By the blessings of making Dua during the Madani 
Qafilah, the bed-ridden mother of an Islamic brother recovered from her chronic disease. 
Words cannot fully express the blessings of Du’as. Sayyiduna ‘All has reported 

the Holy Prophet JUs-dWajus*ii J* to have stated: 



‘Du’a is a weapon of a Muslim, a pillar of faith and a light from the heavens and the earth.’ 


(Musnad Abi Ya’la, vol. 1, pp. 215, Hadis 435) 


Now let us briefly look at the Madani pearls pertaining to Du’as. 
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17 Madani pearls of making Du’a 

(Almost all of these Madam pearls are extracted from the book titled, Ahsan-ul-Wi’a-li-Adab- 
id-Du’d ma’ Shark Zayl-ul-Mudda’a-li-Ahsan-ul-Wi’a’published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah) 


1. It is Wajib to make Du’a at least 20 times a day. Those who offer Sal ah 

regularly perform this Wajib by reciting Surah Al-Fatihah as the following two 
verses of Surah Al-Fatihah are Du’as. 


a. All glorification is to Allah the Creator of 
the worlds. 




b. Make us walk on the straight path. 




(Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 123-124) 

2. Do not exceed the limit whilst making Du’a. For example, do not ask for the status 
of the Noble Prophets vJui or for the ability to climb the skies [Heavens]. It is 
also forbidden to ask for every good and every excellence of the world and the 
Hereafter as ‘all excellences’ also include the ranks of the Noble Prophets visji 
which are unattainable. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 80-81) 

3. Whilst making Du’a, do not ask for the thing that is impossible or almost impossible. 
For instance, making Du’a to remain always healthy or protected from every trouble 
amounts to asking for the thing nearly impossible. Similarly, a tall person should 
not make Du’a to become shorter, nor should a person with small eyes ask for the 
big ones as these matters have been (divinely) predetermined. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 81) 

4. Do not make Du’a for a sin as such a Du’a is itself a sin. For example, making Du’a 
to get others’ wealth unlawfully is not permissible. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 82) 

5. Do not make Du’a to break ties. [In other words, do not make such Du’a as 
so-and-so relatives end up in quarrel with each other], (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 82) 
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6. Do not ask Allah for just inferior things as Allah is omnipotent. Keep all 
your attention directed towards Allah and ask Him for everything. (Ahsan-ul- 
Wi’a, pp. 84) 

7. One should not make Du’a for his death due to troubles and tribulations. Remember 
that it is impermissible to desire death to avoid worldly loss but permissible to avoid 
religious loss. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 85-87) 

8. Without a Shar’i (lawful) need, do not make Du’a for the death and ruin of any one. 
However, if it is sure or likely that a certain unbeliever who is a danger to Islam will 
never embrace Islam or an oppressor will neither repent nor give up his oppression 
and his death and ruin would bring about ease and peace for people, it is permissible 
to curse such a person. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 86-89) 

9. It is not permissible to make such a curse that so-and-so Muslim become an unbeliever 
as, according to some scholars, making such a curse is itself Kufr [unbelief]. However, 
the actual verdict is that if the curse is made considering Kufr good or Islam bad, it is 
undoubtedly Kufr, otherwise it is a grave sin as wishing a Muslim harm is a major sin, 
and wishing the loss of a Muslim’s faith is the worst of all harms. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 90) 

10. Neither curse a Muslim nor call him a ‘cursed one’ or a ‘rejected one.’ Further, do 
not curse any such non-Muslim by name whose death on Kufr is not certain. Similarly, 
it is also prohibited to curse mosquitoes, wind, animals and non-living things such 
as stones, iron etc. However, some animals like the scorpion etc. have been cursed 
in Hadis. ( Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 90) 

11. Do not make such a curse against a Muslim as, ‘May the wrath of Allah be upon 

you! May you enter Hell /’ as it has been prohibited in Hadis. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 100) 

12. Making Du’a for the forgiveness of an unbeliever who has died in the state of Kufr is 
Haram and Kufr. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 101) 

13. It is not permissible to ask Allah to forgive all sins of all Muslims as it is 

contrary to various Ahadls which declare that certain Muslims will enter Hell. 
(Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 106) However, it is permissible to ask that the entire Ummah of the 
Holy Prophet be forgiven or that all Muslims be forgiven. (Ahsan-ul- 

Wi’a, pp. 102) 
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14. One should not curse oneself, one’s family, children, relatives, friends and wealth. If 
the Du’a is accepted, he will have to regret. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 107) 

15. One should not make Du’a for that which he already has. For example, a male should 

not pray, ‘Yd Allah JaA, make me a male as it is nothing but mockery. However, it 
is permissible to make the Du’a that leads to such benefits as the fulfilment of the 
commandment of Shari’ah, or that shows humility and servitude, or that inculcates 
devotion to Allah Ji:-A and His Prophet J*, or that inspires inclination 

to Islam or Muslims, or that instils hatred towards unbelief or unbelievers, even if 
the attainment of what is being asked for, is certain. For example, recitation of 
Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, making Du’a of wasllah (for the Holy Prophet J*s4**fe J*) 
Du’a for sticking to the righteous path, or for wrath on the enemies of Allah and His 
Prophet. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 108 & 109) 

16. Avoid narrow-mindedness while making Du’a. For example, do not make Du’a in 
such manners: ‘Yd Allah JU-sSt, have mercy only on me or ‘Yd Allah JaA, have mercy 
only on me and so-and-so friend of mine." (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 109) It is better to include 
all Muslims in Du’a. One of its benefits is that even if the seeker of Du’a is not worthy 
of the thing he is asking for, he will attain it because of those pious Muslims who 
were also included in the Du’a. 

17. Hujjat-ul-Islam, Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall jisJi Aji 4a*? smJx has 
stated, ‘One should make Du’a with absolute belief and certainty that it would be 
accepted.’ (Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 4,pp. 770) 


A Sunnah of sitting 

One of the Sunnahs of sitting while eating is to keep the right knee erect, fold the left leg 
and sit on it. Another Sunnah of sitting is stated in a Hadis. Therefore, Sayyiduna Anas 
&i£.jtsS*ii!c*A? has stated, ‘I once saw the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah 
J* eat dry dates. The Holy Prophet siii J* was sitting on the floor 

in such a manner that both of his blessed knees were in upright position.’ (Sahrh Muslim, 
pp. 1130, Hadis 2044) 
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Benefits of keeping knees upright whilst eating 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sitting on the floor with both knees upright and the behind [i.e. 
buttocks] touching the floor prevents over-eating, giving protection from many illnesses. 
Sitting with the right knee erect and the left leg folded prevents spleen problems. This 
also makes the thigh muscles stronger, whereas sitting cross-legged increases obesity and 
causes the belly to bulge. Sitting cross-legged also increases the risk of colitis. Once a 
person said, ‘I once saw an Englishman who was eating something sitting on the floor 
with both his knees upright and the behind touching the ground. I curiously asked him 
as to why he was sitting in that position. Indicating his bulged belly, he replied, ‘To 
flatten it.’ 

Eating and veil within veil 

While eating according to Sunnah, Islamic brothers and sisters should cover the area 
from the knees to the toes properly with a shawl. If the kurta [shirt] is long enough, then 
one can use it to cover this area. Not observing veil within veil, sometimes, makes it 
extremely difficult for other sitting people with you to guard their gaze. Even when 
alone, one should observe veil within veil as one should adopt modesty for Allah Js-sS^ 
the most. If you have the intention of adopting modesty for Allah Js-sS^ you will earn 
great reward, 

While sitting with others, by observing veil within veil, one can make the intention of 
assisting them in guarding their gaze. One should strive to make righteous intentions. 
The more good intentions one makes, the more reward he will attain. The Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet JMbstfsJss«bi j* has stated, ‘Intention of a Muslim is better than his deeds.’ 

(Mu ’jam KabTr, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 


To eat at table 

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘If someone eats food with his shoes on 

just for the reason that he is sitting on bare floor, he will be missing a preferred Sunnah. 
It was better for him to take off his shoes. On the other hand, it is a practice of the 
non-Muslims to serve food on a table and eat while sitting on a chair with shoes on. 
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Therefore, one should refrain from this action as the Holy Prophet has 

stated, ^y->. *1^3 ^ that is ‘Whoever imitates a community, is from amongst 

them.’ (Sunan AbTDawud, vol. 4, pp. 62, Hadis 4031) 


Causes of broken marriage 

Dear Islamic brothers! Tragically, it has now become a part of our life to imitate the 
non-Muslims in many ways. Marriage is indeed a very graceful Sunnah but many 
Sunnahs and even Faraid are brutally cast aside during a marriage ceremony these days. 
Marriage ceremonies now contain indecent activities such as playing music and movies, 
dancing and drum-beating. JjisUjs, Is there any Haram act that is not committed in 
weddings today! Even before the wedding, the fiance makes his fiancee wear a ring with 
his own hand. They go for outings and excursions together. Many other sinful acts are 
committed openly. Men are called to make videos of women. The food is served on tables. 
Some people don’t even use chairs; they just stand around the table, buffet style, take 
what they want from it and then eat walking around. All this is contrary to Sunnah. 

Just ponder! Does marriage really bring joy and happiness today? More often than not, 
couples complain of their discords and troubled relationships at home. Perhaps this is 
the worldly punishment of committing non-Islamic acts on the occasion of marriage. 
How severe will be the punishment of the Hereafter, if Allah J«5£ is displeased? May 
Allah protect us from adopting non-Islamic fashions and customs and make us an 
embodiment of Sunnah. 


&&& cia itiji 


Dear Islamic brothers! Join the company of the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 
Jksv- rtliiA-Jieji, You will reap many blessings. A preacher of Dawat-e-Islami has narrated 
the event that inspired him to join Dawat-e-Islami. 
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How I joined Dawat-e-Tslami! 

An Islamic brother from Mandangarh, Ratnagiri district in the state of Maharashtra 
[India] has stated, ‘In 2002,1 joined a local gang of thugs due to bad company. I would 
abuse and even beat people. I would deliberately quarrel and scuffle with others. If there 
was any new fashion, I was the first to adopt it. I would change my clothes several times 
a day and jeans were the only pants I would wear. I used to hang around with loafers. 
Going home very late at night and sleeping during the day, was a daily routine of mine. 
My father had already passed away; whenever my mother tried to advise me, I would 
answer her back. 

Luckily, I once met a bearded and turbaned Islamic brother of Dawat-e-Islami who 
gifted me a booklet titled ‘King of Jinns published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. I read the 
booklet and was very impressed by it. 

In the month of Ramadan, I had the opportunity to attend a Masjid where I happened to 
see a calm and collected young man dressed in white clothes with a green turban on his 
head. I learnt that he was a Mu’takif in the Masjid. When he started Dars from the book 
l Falzan-e-Sunnat\ I also sat down to listen. After he delivered Dars, he explained to me 
the blessings of the righteous Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, making individual 
effort. His dress was very simple even with some patches on it. The food that came for 
him from his house was also very simple. 

Highly impressed by his simplicity, I developed a liking for him and began to visit him 
regularly. He was going to get married after Eid-ul-Fitr. Though very poor, he did not 
give any impression of his difficulty, nor asked anyone for financial assistance. His 
contentment and self-respect further inspired me. My admiration for Dawat-e- 

Islami greatly increased and I travelled with an 8-day Madam Qafilah with the devotees 
of Rasul. 

By the blessing of travelling with the Madam Qafilah, a Madam transformation took place 
in my life. I sincerely repented of my past sins and joined Dawat-e-Islami. J*s5* I 

am presently serving Dawat-e-Islami as a local Nigran in my area. 


The one staying in a Masjid with the intention of I’tikaf. [Translator’s Note] 
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Sadgi chahiye, ‘ajizT chahiye, dp ko gar chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Khub khuddariyan, aur hhush akhlaqiyan, diye sikh layn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Ashiqan-e-Rasul, laye Sunnat kay phul, do laynay chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

To adopt simplicity and modesty, travel with Qafilah 
To learn self-respect and good character, travel with Qafilah 
To attain pearls of Sunnah offered by devotees of the Rasul, travel with Qafilah 

(Jp (JUo (Jp Ijlvs 


Dear Islamic brothers! To wear trendy clothes and beautiful turbans is not necessary for 
Islamic preaching. One can excellently preach Islamic teachings even in patched clothes 
and a simple turban. 

Excellence of simple dress 

If those who are fashion fanatic and wear clothes of the latest attractive style in imitation 
of the non-Muslims adopt simplicity, they will be successful in the worldly life and in the 
afterlife. Hence, read the excellence of wearing simple dress. The Prophet of mankind, 
the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs^bssis JisSi&i has stated, 
‘Despite having the means to wear good clothing, if a person avoids them due to 
humility, Allah Js-sS^ will make him wear the attire of Karamah [heavenly dress].’ 
(Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 4, pp. 326, Hadis 4778) 


Beware! The fashionable! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Rejoice! The foregoing Hadis clearly shows that the one wearing 
simple clothes for the pleasure of Allah despite having the means to wear elegant 
ones will be granted a heavenly attire. And, obviously, the one wearing heavenly attire 
will definitely enter the Heaven. Those who wear attractive, elegant and dazzling dresses 
to impress others or to show off their wealth just for the satisfaction of their carnal desires, 
should read the following narration and learn a lesson from it. 
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Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet ajl 3 ads jtaiAid* has stated, ‘The one wearing attire of fame in the world will be 
made to wear the dress of disgrace by Allah J*sS«- on the Day of Judgement.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, 
vol. 4, pp. 163, Hadis 3606) 


What is ‘attire of fame?’ 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, a renowned scholar of Islam, an exegetist of the 
Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘Attire (of fame) implies such a 

dress which gives the impression that the one wearing it is a rich or a pious person. In 
other words, the dress a person wears with the intention of being treated with respect 
will be considered attire of fame for him.’ The compiler of the book ‘Mirqaf has further 
stated, ‘To wear funny dress which makes people laugh is also considered attire of fame.’ 
(Mirdt-ul-Manajlh, vol. 6, pp. 109) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Undoubtedly, this is a very tough test. It is imperative that we 
carefully consider our clothing and avoid ostentation. Those who use simple clothing, 
turbans and shawls to impress others with their simplicity are also ostentatious, and 
deserve Hell. Thus, we should beg Allah J«5& for sincerity. 

Mayra har ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho; kar Ikhlas aysa, ‘ata Yd Ilahl 
Riyd kariyaun say, siyah kariyaun say; bacha Yd Ilahl, bacha Yd Ilahl JU-aS^- 

May my every deed be for You; grant me such sincerity, Yd Allah JAW 
Save me from ostentation and iniquity, Yd Allah 


A matter of concern for the fashionable 

Those who only wear fashionably designed clothes and consider it beneath their dignity 
to wear slightly old or patched clothes should repeatedly read the following narration 
and get some lesson. 

Sayyiduna Abu Umamah Iyas Bin Sa’labah has narrated that the Holy Prophet 

jisiiid* has stated, ‘Do you not listen? Do you not listen? It is from (one’s) Iman 
that (one’s) cloth gets old. Undoubtedly, it is from (one’s) Iman that (one’s) cloth gets 
old.’ (Sunan AbTDawud, vol. 4, pp. 102, Hadis 4161) 
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Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, Sayyiduna Shah ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dihlvi 
urA3i Aji kzs# has stated, ‘To refrain from adornment is one of the manners of the 
Muslims.’ (Ashi’at-ul-Lam’at, vol. 3, pp. 585) 


Excellence of patched up clothes 

Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bin Qays asAtsSshio*? has narrated that someone once asked Sayyiduna 
Ali Murtada ais-jus^i^, ‘Why do you patch your kameez (a type of long, loose and full¬ 
sleeved shirt)?’ He ^jiaiAi ^ replied, ‘(I do so) because it keeps the heart soft and 
a Muslim adopts it (i.e. the heart of a Muslim should be soft).’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 1, 
pp. 124, Hadis 254) 

How is it to eat whilst standing? 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik a^Ju^c^ has narrated that Rasulullah j* prohibited 

eating and drinking whilst one is standing. (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 5, pp. 23, Hadis 7921) 

Medical harms of eating whilst standing 

A famous Italian dietician has stated, ‘Eating while standing causes spleen and heart 
diseases. It also engenders psychological disorders. Sometimes, it causes such high level 
of insanity that the affected person fails to recognize even his close relatives.’ 

Eat and drink with right hand 

It is a Sunnah to eat and drink with the right hand. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar 
has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs«ah*fcjtsS4isi j* has stated, 
‘Whenever anyone eats, he should eat with his right hand and whenever he drinks, he 
should drink with his right hand.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1117, Hadis 2174) 

Satan’s practice 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar ujs. jus ablest has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul As^ali^ujuaiAij* has stated, ‘No one should eat or drink with his left hand as eating 
and drinking with the left hand is a practice of Satan.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1117, Hadis 2174) 
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Give and take with right hand 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah m. jtsS£&i a #v has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 
of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind Jks jta sbi j* has stated, ‘All 
of you should eat and drink with the right hand; and take and give with the right 
hand because Satan eats, drinks, gives and takes with the left hand.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 4, 
pp. 12, Hadis 3266) 


Use of left hand in everything! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Unfortunately, today we are so engrossed in worldly affairs that 
we do not pay attention to the Sunnah of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
Remember! It is clearly stated in a Hadis that Satan floats with blood in the arteries of 
man. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1197, Hadis 2174) 

It is obvious that Satan will not let us follow Sunnah. It is often observed that though 
people eat with the right hand, they peck a few grains with the left one. Another 
common observation is that since the right hand is stained with food because of eating 
with it, people drink water with the left hand! When tea is served to people in a cup with 
its saucer, some people tend to hold the cup in the right hand but sip the tea from the 
saucer which is in the left hand! It is also commonplace to pass items during a meal with 
the left hand. 

When someone serves water to others, he holds the jug with his right hand and offers 
the glass of water to others with his left hand! It is stated on page 374 of the book 
‘ Hayat-e-Muhaddis-e-A’zam ’, the grand Muhaddis of Pakistan, Maulana Muhammad 
Sardar Ahmad Qadiri Chishti has said, ‘One should make a habit of giving 

and taking things with his right hand. This habit should be so deeply embedded that 
one’s right hand spontaneously stretches out to receive one’s book of deeds when given 
to him on the Day of Judgement. This will indeed lead to absolution.’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! Ponder how strongly the Noble Prophet disliked 

eating and drinking with the left hand. 



Manners of Eating 


151 


Right hand never raised 

Sayyiduna Salamah Bin Akwa’ auAtssiio*? has narrated: ‘A person was eating food with 
his left hand in the presence of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet jissabi j*. The 

Noble Prophet bi J* advised him, ‘Eat with your right hand.’ He replied, ‘I 

cannot eat with my right hand.’ (The Holy Prophet j*, with divinely bestowed 

knowledge of Ghayb, understood that the person had refused merely because of pride 
and arrogance). Therefore, he JUs<jdb««isJts5iii! j* replied, cJHaiLlM, that is, may you never 
have the strength to do so (i.e. may you never be able to lift your right hand). As he had 
refused to eat with his right hand because of arrogance, he could not lift his right hand 
again towards his mouth since then.’ (Sahrh Muslim, pp. 1118, Hadis 2021) 

Face disfigured 

Dear Islamic brothers! The greatness of the blessed tongue of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet i j* is that whatever he says, comes to pass! Indeed the status of the 

Holy Prophet J* is very high. Here is an incident that shows the status of 

one of his devotees. 

It is reported that a woman used to peep at the famous companion, Sayyiduna Sa’d Bin 
Abi Waqqas sszii&tto&t. He asked her several times not to do so, but she did not give up 
her indecent habit. One day when she peeped at him again, he uttered these words in 
wrath, (May your face be disfigured). Immediately, her face turned back, replacing 

the back of her neck with her face. (Jam’ Karamat-e-Auliya, vol. 1, pp. 112) 

Mahfuz Shaha .Jsj-siWsjfc&ii j* rakhna sada bay-adabaun say 
Aur mujh say bhi sarzad na koT bay-adabi ho 

O Prophet JLaaibsi&Jk&Aij*/ Protect me from blasphemers 
May I also not commit blasphemy ever! 

The immediate effect of the words of Sayyiduna Sa’d Bin Abi Waqqas xzj&ti was 
indeed the fruit of the blessed Du’a the Beloved and Blessed Prophet jwahi J* 

made for him. It is stated in Jami Tirmizi and other books of Ahadls that the Noble 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


152 


Prophet Jj&faefc&hto j* once made Du a, dllcS lil jJLJ C^clA s ^S\ (O A//ah JmW Whenever 
Sad makes Du’a to You, accept it). (Jami’ TirmizT, vol. 5, pp. 418, HadTs 3772) 

The honourable Muhaddisin jusibi have stated, ‘Whenever Sayyiduna Sa’d Bin Abi 
Waqqas &S£.JbSd>lo*<? made Du’a, it was accepted.’ (Jami’ Karamat-e-Auliya, vol. 1, pp. 113) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Indeed the blessed companions have very high prestige. 

Even those who are their devotees, the Auliya hold very high ranks. 

Sabahi becomes blind 

An eminent Muhaddis and a great scholar Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Wahb 
knew one hundred thousand Ahadis by heart. When ‘Ubbad Bin Muhammad, the then 
Egyptian ruler, decided to appoint him as the Qadi (i.e. the judge), he hid 

himself to keep from taking up the judicial position. A person named Sabahi who was 
jealous of the great Shaykh went to the ruler and lied to him, ‘Abdullah Bin Wahb once 
told me that he wanted to become the Qadi, but he has now purposely hidden himself 
just to disobey you.’ Enraged by listening to this, the ruler had the house of Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah Bin Wahb cA demolished. When Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Wahb 
olJi u. came to know of this, he cursed Sabahi in wrath, ‘Ya Allah Jm 5*-! Make 
Sabahi blind.’ As a result, Sabahi lost his eyesight on the eighth day of the incident. 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Wahb always feared Allah JmX One day, while 

listening to the descriptions of the Day of Judgement, he was overcome with 

fear and passed out. After he regained consciousness, he *$£ lived only for a few 

more days during which he did not converse with anyone. He passed away in 197 A.H. 

(Tazkira-tul-Huffaz, vol.l, pp. 223) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


Auliya ka jo koi ho bay-adab 

Nazil us per hota hay qahar-o-ghazab 


Whoever disrespects the friends of Allah 
Upon him rains the wrath of Allah 
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Ya Rab J«5£ of the Noble Prophet fasaisi j*! Bless us with true respect and reverence 

for Your Beloved Prophet for his noble companions and for 

Your dignified saints Ya Allah Js-sS*-! Guard us from the evil of blasphemers 

and protect us from blasphemy and disrespect for Your beloved ones. Make us the true 
and sincere devotees of Your Beloved Rasul 



Ya Rab mayn Tayray khaufsay rauta rahun bar dam 
DTwanah Shahanshah-e-Madlnah JUs«iiWsjtsj&i J* &cma day 


May I stay weeping with Your fear, O Allah 
Make me a devotee of Your Prophet O Allah 




Post-demise individual effort from saint ^3 

Dear Islamic brothers! the saints of Islam are highly regarded in the Madam 

environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Truly, by the grace of Allah J*s5&, Dawat-e-Islami is 
flourishing by virtue of the blessings of saints 

An Islamic brother has narrated the following faith-refreshing incident about a deceased 
saint ojfcJbSsAiSs 1 * who persuaded an Islamic brother to travel with a Madam Qafilah, making 
individual effort from within his blessed grave. Here is a summary of the incident: 

jisSt cJjj-ksJi, A Madam Qafilah of devotees of the Rasul travelled from Chakwal (Punjab, 
Pakistan) to Muzaffarabad and surrounding villages to promote the message of Sunnah. 
During the journey, they stayed for a while in a town called ‘Anwar Sharif where four 
other Islamic brothers also joined the Madam Qafilah for three days. Amongst them was 
an Islamic brother who was a descendant of a saint osfejfcSs&iSan? whose shrine is situated in 
‘Anwar Sharif.’ 
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Spreading the call to righteousness, the Madani Qafilah reached a town called ‘Garhi 
Dupatta.’ After the brothers from Anwar Sharif had spent three days with the Madani 
Qafilah, the descendant of that saint remarked, ‘I will not return [to Anwar Sharif], 
because last night I had a dream in which I saw my ancestor (the saint askJtsSsii &■&) who 
told me in dream, ‘Son! Do not return home, travel ahead with the Madani Qafilah.’ 

This gave a tremendous boost to the travellers of the Madani Qafilah. Everyone’s morale 
was raised, and all four Islamic brothers from Anwar Sharif travelled further with the 
Madani Qafilah. 


Daytay haynfayz-e-‘dm, Auliya kiram 

Liiinay sab chalayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Auliya kd karam, turn per ho la-jazam 

Mil kar sab chal parayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 

Saints Jkidjijt&s?? shower blessings indiscriminately; 
Let’s reap their grace and travel with Qafilah 
Their kindness, we will surely get 
Let’s all travel together with Qafilah 

(Jp (JUo alii c-JLiM <Jp Ijlvs 


A mare gifted in dream 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should not be astonished by the deceased saint’s guiding his 
descendant in dream. By the bestowment of Allah JsAs the pious people are 

capable enough to do many things. 

Khuwajah Amir Khurd Kirmanl iU <>gJ has stated that Sayyiduna Mahbub Ilahl 
Nizamuddln Auliya has narrated, ‘Before moving to Gyaspur [India], I used 

to walk 3 kilometres to a Masjid in Kaylu Khari to offer Salat-ul-Jumu’ah. Once, while I 
was walking to the Masjid in the state of fast, gusts of hot air were blowing. Dizzy, I sat 
down near a shop, and thought that if I had some means of transportation, it would be 
easier. I then recited a couplet of great Shaykh Sa’di 



155 





i —S L_£ 


To meet our friends, we walk on our heads instead of feet as those walking on their feet on this 
path do not advance. 

Then I repented of wishing an easier means of travel. After three days, caliph Malik Yar 
Paran brought me a mare and said, ‘During the last three nights, I dreamt that my 
Shaykh instructed me to give the mare to so-and-so person; therefore, please accept this 
gift.’ I replied, ‘Your Shaykh may certainly have ordered you but I cannot accept this gift 
unless my Shaykh asks me to do so.’ The very same night, I had a dream in which I saw 
my Shaykh Sayyiduna Baba Fariduddin Ganj Shakar who told me, ‘Accept the 

mare to gratify caliph Malik Yar Paran.’ The next day when caliph Malik brought the 
mare, I accepted it, considering it as a divine gift.’ (Siyar-ul-Auliya, pp. 246) 




Eat only from your side 

If there is only one type of food in the plate, it is a Sunnafi to eat from one’s own side. 
Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin Abl Salamah 1 ait jisSaisi has narrated, ‘In my childhood, I was 
brought up in the blessed house of the Holy Prophet JU-iihssfcJb&ii j*. While eating, I would 
stretch my hand all over the plate. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 
the Owner of Jannah would instruct me, ‘Recite <ciJI and eat with 

your right hand from the portion of the plate nearest to you.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 521, 
Hadis 5376) 

Don’t eat from centre of plate 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, 

the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs-dbasisjjisiAi j* has stated, 


1 ‘Umar Bin Abi Salamah was the son of Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Salamah tjc- «bi He was born from her 
former husband before she got married with the Holy Prophet JUs*Jbssfc Jia&ki j*. 
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‘Indeed blessing descends at the centre of the plate, therefore, eat from the sides (of the 
plate) and not from the middle.’ (JamV Tirmizi, vol. 3, pp. 316, Hadis 1812) 

Avoid eating from centre of plate 

Dear Islamic brothers! All of us should ponder as to whether or not we practise this 
Sunnah. It is commonly noticed that even most of those appearing to be practising 
Muslims do not act upon this Sunnah! Virtually everyone begins eating from the centre 
of the plate. It seems as if Satan holds our hand and takes it to the centre of the plate to 
deprive us of this great blessing. Undoubtedly, Satan leaves no stone unturned to deprive 
the Muslims of blessings. 

Elaborating on the foregoing Hadis Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘The 

mercy of Allah descends at the centre of the plate. To eat from the centre of the 
plate is a sign of greed and a greedy person is deprived of Allah’s mercy. Furthermore, 
this Hadis also illustrates that the mercy of Allah Js-sV descends when Muslims are eating, 
especially with the intention of abiding by Sunnah.’ (Mimt-ul-Manajih, vol. 6, pp. 33-34) 

Do not embarrass others 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar ta4££.jts*iiics*? has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, 
the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind j* has stated, 

‘When the dining-mat is laid, each one of you should eat from your own side [when eating 
in the same platter etc.] and do not eat from the sides of others. Avoid eating from the 
centre of the plate [because blessings descend over there]. No one should get up unless 
the dining-mat has been removed. (And) No one should stop eating unless others have also 
stopped, even if he has been satiated. He should also continue to eat with others because 
if he stops eating, it will cause embarrassment to others who will (also follow suit and) 
stop eating even though they may need to eat more.’ <Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 83, Hadis 5864) 

Explanation of descending of blessings in centre 

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘Eat from the side of the plate near you 

[when eating together in the same plate]. Don’t eat from the centre because blessing 
descends in the centre of the plate and spreads towards the edges. If you eat from the 
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centre the blessings may perhaps stop descending. In short, the place of the descending 
of blessings is different from that of reaping them.’ (Mirat-ul-Manafih, vol. 6, pp. 63) 

Five Sunnahs pertaining to eating 

Dear Islamic brothers! Five Sunnahs of consuming food were described in the above Hadis: 

1. To eat from the portion of the plate that is in front of you. 

2. Not to eat from the side of the other, when eating with others. 

3. Not to eat from the centre of the plate. 

4. The dining-mat should be removed before the eating people get up. (Sadly, nowadays, 
the trend is quite the opposite; people get up first and then the dining-mat is removed). 

5. If others are eating with you, do not stop eating until everyone has finished. 

Regretfully, today, we hardly find anyone acting upon these Sunnah. In order to learn 
various Sunnah and remove hesitation in acting upon them, especially in the presence of 
others, one should travel with Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah and 
practise Sunnah there. JmJ*-J bteT-i&i, By the blessings of travelling with Madani Qafilahs, 
it will become very easy to act upon Sunnah. 

Defence against nightmares 

Words cannot express the blessings of Madani Qafilah! Here is a summarized account of 
an Islamic brother who often used to have nightmares. He said, ‘I travelled with a 30-day 
Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami with Rasul’s devotees, d«J* .dti&AsJf, 
by the blessing of this Madani Qafilah, I no longer have nightmares. Instead, I now dream 
of the adorable city of Madlnah. Sometimes, I dream of offering Salah or reciting the 
Holy Quran.’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! At bedtime, recite Lj 21 times with Salat-‘Alan-NabI once 
before and after it. JwS*-JLfeTLa&l, you will not have nightmares. 
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If a platter contains different types of food such as pilaf, sweet rice, pickle etc., it is 
allowed to eat from different sides of the platter in this case. 

A platter of different dates 

Sayyiduna ‘Ikrash has narrated, ‘Sarid 1 was once served to the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet We started eating with him. I was stretching my hand all 

over the plate. Seeing this, the Noble Prophet j* said, ‘O ‘Ikrash iu.JtsSi&!c>Ad 

Eat from one side because there is only one type of food in this plate.’ Afterward we were 
served with a platter of different varieties of fresh dates. The blessed hand of the Holy 
Prophet JUs«dbsjisjbSiiiii J* stretched towards different varieties of dates and he JUs-jdbssfcjfaSiiii J* 
said, ‘O ‘Ikrash &z- JtsS &t>i Eat from wherever you wish because these [dates] are of 

different varieties.’ (Sunan IbnMajah, vol. 4, pp. 15, Hadis 3274) 

Eating with five fingers is a practice of the uncivilized 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Rasul ii J* once indicated his thumb and the index finger and said, ‘Do not eat 

with these two fingers but eat with three fingers (i.e. the index finger, the middle one and 
the thumb) as this is Sunnah. Avoid eating with five fingers as this is a practice of the 
uncivilized.’ (Kanz-ul-'Ummal, vol. 5, pp. 115, Hadis 40872) 


Satan’s manner of eating 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah znjisSii has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 
of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind J* has stated, ‘Eating 

with one finger is a practice of Satan, eating with two fingers is a practice of the arrogant 
and eating with three fingers is a practice of the Holy Prophets -Ssii (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, 
pp. 184, Hadis 3074) 

However, the Noble Prophet J* would occasionally eat with four fingers as 

well. (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 250, Hadis 6942) 


1 Sarid is a dish made with pieces of bread mixed with stew and gravy sauce. It can also be prepared with vegetables 
instead of meat. 
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Proper manner of eating with three fingers 

Dear Islamic brothers! Eating with three fingers would allow small morsels which would 
be chewed easily. Well-chewed morsels will properly get mixed with the digestive enzymes 
in saliva, helping their digestion. Sayyiduna Mulla ‘All Qari has stated, ‘Eating 

with five fingers is a sign of the greedy.’ (Mirqat-ul-Mafatih, vol. 8, pp. 9) It is not difficult to 
eat bread with three fingers. You just have to pay a little heed, and you would be able to 
do so easily. However, eating rice with three fingers may be somewhat difficult, but not 
for those who have a Madam mindset and a devotion to Sunnah. Surely there is grace in 
acting on every Sunnah. One should avoid eating with five fingers in the greed of eating 
big morsels. 

In order to make a habit of eating with three fingers, at mealtimes, one may bend the 
ring finger and the little one and wrap a rubber band around them or whilst eating, one 
may take a small piece of bread in his palm and hold it with the ring finger and the little 
one. If one is sincere, these tips will help one get into the habit of eating with three fingers 
Jjtet-aai. Once this becomes a routine, one will no longer be in the need of using these 
techniques. If rice grains are well separated and it is impossible to eat rice with three 
fingers, one may use four or five fingers. However, make sure that neither the palm nor 
the base of the fingers is stained with food. 

Eating with spoon 

It is contrary to Sunnah to eat with a knife, fork or spoon. Our pious saints JM-dji 
used to refrain from using a spoon because the Beloved and Blessed Rasul j* 

would eat with three fingers. Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bajuri *&> <$&&&■<> has narrated, ‘Once 
food was served to the Abbasid caliph, Mamun-ur-Rashld with a spoon. The Qadi-ul- 
Quda [chief justice], Sayyiduna Imam Abu Yusuf who was also present over 

there said, ‘Allah J«5£ has stated in Surah Ban! Israil, 

IsA ida-J i 

And no doubt, We honoured the descendants of Adam. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Surah Bam Israil, verse 70) 
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O caliph! In the exegesis of this verse, your grandfather Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas 
u&t jtafiiiic**? has stated, ‘We have made fingers for them with which they eat.’ Listening 
to this, Mamun-ur-Rashld refrained from using a spoon and ate with his fingers.’ 

(Mawahib-ul-Ladunniyyah, pp. 114) 


When can one eat with spoon? 

Dear Islamic brothers! One can use a spoon when food cannot be eaten with fingers or 
cannot be drunk (e.g. food like yoghurt). Similarly, if one’s hand is injured or is dirty 
and water is not available to wash it, there is no harm in eating with a spoon. Further, it 
is also permissible to use a knife to cut large pieces of cooked meat etc. 

Medical benefits of eating with hand 

Dear Islamic brothers! Medical practitioners have agreed that when a person eats with 
his fingers, certain digestive enzymes are secreted by his fingers and get mixed with 
food. This inhibits the deficiency of insulin, and is also beneficial to the diabetic patients. 
By licking the fingers clean after eating, digestive enzymes are properly consumed and 
swallowed into the stomach, which is very beneficial to the eyes, the brain and the stomach. 
This is a great cure for various diseases of the stomach, the brain and the heart. 

Appendicitis was cured 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to get used to acting upon the Sunnahs of eating, 
accustom yourself to travelling with the Madam Qafilah. by the blessing of 

Madam Qafilah, many wicked individuals have adopted a pious and righteous life-style. 
An Islamic brother from Mathura, India has stated: 

‘I was a fashionable youngster and would often watch movies. Fortunately, I once listened 
to a Sunnah-Inspiring speech titled ‘The Perils of Television released by Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah. The speech transformed my life, inspiring me to join the Madam environment 
of Dawat-e-Islami. I suffered from appendicitis, and the doctors had advised me to have 
an operation for its treatment. I was terrified. Meanwhile, as a result of the individual 
effort of a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami, I travelled with a 3-day Sunnah-Inspiring Madam 
Qafilah with devotees of the Rasul, for the first time in my life. 
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Jisiialja-ijJi, By the blessings of the Madani Qafilah, my disease was cured without any 
operation, Highly inspired by this, I now travel with a 3-day Madani Qafilah 

every month. Furthermore, I hand in my Madani In’amat booklet every month and 
wake up the Muslims for Salat-ul-Fajr every morning acting upon the Madani In’am of 
Sada-e-Madinah.’ 


Bay- ‘amal, ba- ‘amal bantay hayn sar basar 
Tu bhi ay bhai kar Qafilay mayn safar 
Achchi suhbat say ihanda ho tayra jigar 
Kash kar lay agar Qafilay mayn safar 

Impious becomes pious in the Madani Qafilah 
O my brother! Travel in the Madani Qafilah 
Pious company may bring joy your way, 

If only you will travel in the Madani Qafilah 

£ JUS aiil jp tjU, 


Surgery in consciousness 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the blessings of travelling with the Madani Qafilah? 
Remember that sickness or trouble usually brings about mercy for a Muslim. You have 
just heard that the Islamic brother who had appendicitis was cured by the blessing of 
travelling with a Madani Qafilah and, impressed by this amazing blessing, he joined the 
Madani environment. Furthermore, the fact that he became steadfast in the Madani 
environment, is indeed another great blessing for him. 

If you ever face problems and troubles, endure them with patience and earn great reward. 
The manner in which our saints would manifest patience on facing troubles in 

the enthusiasm of reaping reward is indeed marvellous and highly inspiring. Here is an 
account showing the spirit of our saints jusdbiM^. 

‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Sharif-ul-Haq Amjadi <.seisin has narrated the following 

account in Nuzha-tul-Qari Shark Sahih-ul-Bukhari, volume 2, page 213 to 215: 
‘Sayyiduna ‘Urwah iii aii ^ was a son of the famous Ansari companion, Sayyiduna 
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Zubayr Bin ‘Awam and Sayyidatuna Asma Bint-e-Abu Bakr He 

zizjti'Mc-&Q- was a nephew of Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah t^jisSaisi ^ and a blood brother 
of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Zubayr He was also one of the seven 

renowned scholars of Madinah. He jus dii was a pious, upright and righteous saint 
who used to worship devotedly, especially at nights. He would read a quarter 

of the Holy Quran every day and would recite a quarter every night in Salat-ut-Tahajjud. 
The caliph Walid Bin ‘Abdul Malik used to say that if anyone wished to see a Heaven 
dweller, they should see Sayyiduna ‘Urwah xzJisSeii 1 

Once, he [Sayyiduna ‘Urwah] && travelled several miles to meet Walid Bin ‘Abdul 

Malik. During this journey he azJ&'Mc^ suffered from a severe infection that rotted his 
foot. Walid suggested him to have his foot amputated but he declined. The 

disease spread to his shin. Walid, out of concern, told Sayyiduna ‘Urwah that if 

his leg was not amputated, the disease would spread to his entire body. The great saint 
aitjtsSallied finally agreed. The surgeon arrived and asked him to drink some alcohol so 
that he would not feel any pain during the amputation. He replied, ‘I do not 

want relief by the thing declared Haram by Allah Js-sX’ The surgeon then recommended 
that Sayyiduna ‘Urwah take some medicine that would put him to sleep. He 

replied, ‘I wish to experience the pain while my leg is being amputated so that 
I would get an opportunity of having patience and gaining reward.’ He was 

then asked if a few individuals could hold him down but he replied that there 

was no need for this. 

Therefore, the flesh of his foot was first cut with a knife and then his bone was cut with a 
saw. Amazingly, he KzJisSedii&o- did not utter even a single word of complaint. All the while, 
he continued to do the Zikr of Allah’s blessed names. When the open wound 

was cauterized with a heated iron and olive oil, he fainted due to extreme pain. 

After he regained consciousness, he ^ wiped perspiration from his face. Then, 

picking up the severed leg and looking at it, he MzjisSi&i&v- said, ‘By Allah Who had 
enabled me to walk by you! I never walked by you towards any sin.’ Despite being present 
in the same hall, the caliph who was busy with conversation remained unaware that the 
operation was going on. He only became aware of it when the smell of the cauterization 
process spread after the operation.’ 
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Martyrdom of son 

Another test for Sayyiduna ‘Urwah on this journey was that his beloved son 

Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin ‘Urwah jkstkc&v was martyred by some animal of the royal 
stable of the caliph. When he \&o- returned to Madinah, he && recited the 

following part of the 62 nd verse of Al-Kahf: 

© \ LaJLHJ oJLj 

We have no doubt faced great hardship in this Journey. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Surah Al-Kahf, verse 62) 


Generosity of Sayyiduna ‘Urwah & dii cs% 

Sayyiduna ‘Urwah as*. jisSdMa*/- was very generous. When the fruits harvesting season 
approached, he would allow people to eat and take fruits with them from his orchard. 
Whenever he went to his orchard, he would often recite the following part of 

the 39 th verse of Surah Al-Kahf: 


diU sjs y iLulA 




And why it was not so that when you entered your garden then you would have said, as 
Allah wills, we have no power but the help from Allah 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Surah Al-Kahf, verse 39) 


To eat while resting [one’s back] against a support is not Sunnah 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
bswfcjtsSt&id*- has stated, ‘I do not eat while resting [my back] against a support.’ 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. 102, HadTs 40704) 
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Do not eat while resting against a support 

Sayyiduna Abu Darda has narrated that the Noble Prophet JUs.jdksfeiitsSsfci J* 

has stated, ‘You should not eat while resting against a support.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 5, 
pp. 22, Hadis 7918) 


Four postures of ‘resting against a support’ 

There are four sitting postures of resting against a support: 

1. To sit bending rightwards or leftwards. 

2. To sit cross-legged. 

3. To sit on the floor resting one hand on it. 

4. To sit resting one’s back against a support like a wall (or a chair etc.). 

It is not recommended to sit in these postures during mealtimes. A good sitting posture 

at mealtimes is to sit either with the legs folded like sitting in Salah or with both knees 

raised upwards. These two postures are also medically beneficial to the body. It is 

inappropriate to eat while standing. (Mirat-ul-Manajxh, vol. 6, pp. 12) 

Medical harms of resting against a support whilst eating 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is a Sunnah not to rest one’s back against a support whilst eating. 

There are also three medical harms in missing this Sunnah. 

1. One will not be able to chew the food properly and, because of this, the required 
quantity of saliva which helps digest starch will not properly get mixed with the 
food, affecting one’s digestive system. 

2. As a result of resting one’s back against a support while eating in a sitting posture, 
the stomach expands allowing excessive food to go into the stomach and thus causing 
indigestion. 

3. Resting one’s back against a support while eating in a sitting posture also harms liver 
and intestines. 
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Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali has stated that it is 

also harmful to the stomach to drink water while resting against a support. (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, 
vol. 2, pp. 5) 

Treat bread with respect 

It is Sunnah to pick up and eat a piece of bread that has fallen on the ground. 
Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah aii ^ has narrated that Rasulullah JUs^ibsskiitsSaisi J* 
once entered his blessed home and saw a fallen piece of bread. He j* picked 

it up, cleaned and ate it. He JUs-^saifcJtsSiii! j* then said, ‘O ‘Aishah Respect 

that which is good because when this (i.e. the bread) has run away from a nation, then it 
has never returned.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 50, Hadis 3353) 


Repent of wasting food 

Dear Islamic brothers! Today, virtually everyone seems to be complaining of deprivation 
and lack of blessing in sustenance. Perhaps, disrespect and waste of food may be one of 
its reasons. Today, you would hardly find a Muslim who does not waste food. Everywhere, 
whether it is a wedding feast or a Niyaz-meal of a saint, you will see people waste food. 
Regretfully, a lot of food is also carelessly dropped on the dining-mat during meals. 
After the food has been consumed, remnants of food and meat still remain on the bones 
and spices, which are then carelessly thrown away. After eating once, most people do not 
even think of reusing the food left in plates, bowls and pots and it eventually ends up in 
the garbage. 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should repent ofIsraf he has committed till now and make a 
firm intention never to waste even a single speck of food and a single drop of soup. By 
Allah Js-sS^! On the Day of Judgement, one will surely be held accountable for every 
speck of food he wasted in the world. Without doubt, no one has the power to bear 
accountability on the Day of Judgement. Repent sincerely. Recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI and 
plead, ‘O Allah J«5*J I repent of Israf which I have committed till today as well as of all 
my minor and major sins. With Your grant and assistance I will strive to refrain from all 
sins in the future. Ya Allah Jm 3*-! Forgive me without holding me accountable.’ 

^11 ,\£ jU 
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Sadaqah Piyaray ki haya ha kay na lay mujh say hisab 

Bakhsh bay-puchay lajaye ko lajana kya hay 


For the sake of Your beloved JUs-aWsJfcSsbi j*, do not put me on accountability 
Forgive me without questioning; I am already grieved and guilty 

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish) 


In Surah Al-A’raf, verse 31, Allah says, 


E@5 C05 & jjl Si i \y»jC\ i 


And eat and drink and do not exceed the limit. Undoubtedly, those exceeding the limit are not 
liked by Him. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 8, Surah Al-A’raf, verse 31) 


What does Israf mean? 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated on 

page 390 of the 8 th volume of Tafsir-e-Na’imi that there are several exegeses of Israf 
[i.e. waste] some of which include: 

1. To consider Halal things as Haram. 

2. To use Haram things. 

3. To eat, drink or wear more than one’s requirements. 

4. To eat, drink and wear whatever one desires. 

5. To eat and drink repeatedly during the day and night, engendering illness and 
damaging the stomach. 

6. To eat and drink things harmful to the body. 

7. To keep obsessing about clothes and food as to what one will wear or eat next time. 

(Ruli-ul-Bayan, vol. 3, pp. 154) 


To eat to be heedless. 
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9. To eat with the intention of committing sins. 

10. To accustom oneself to high quality foods and fancy dresses to such an extent that 
one is not able to eat or drink ordinary and simple things. 

11. To assume that one has attained high quality food by his personal accomplishments 
only. 

In short, the word ‘Israf has a number of exegeses. Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam 
has stated, ‘One should avoid stuffing oneself as it causes illness in the body, 
damages the stomach and engenders indolence in Salah. Adopt moderation in eating 
and drinking as this is a cure for numerous diseases. Allah Js-sfr dislikes an obese 1 person.’ 
(Kashf-ul-Khifa, vol. 1, pp. 221, Hadis 760) It is also stated that the one letting his desire dominate 
his religion, will be annihilated. (Riih-ul-Ma’dni, vol. 4, pp. 163) (Tafsir Na’imi, vol. 8, pp. 390) 

Excellence of slim body 

Dear Islamic brothers! In addition to eating less, reduce the intake of super fine flour, 
sugar and fatty foods as per the advice of your doctor as this improves the digestive system, 
decreasing the body weight. By virtue of this, the bulged belly returns to its normal state 
and one looks more handsome 2 . Allah JwSs- likes the slim Muslim who eats less. 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas \&z has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, 

the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind J* has 

stated, ‘The dearest to Allah Js-At amongst you is the one who eats less and has a lean 
body.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 20, Hadis 221) 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to keep up the spirit of performing righteous deeds, it is 
imperative that one joins a righteous Madam environment with heart and soul. Although 
one may attain spirit to perform righteous deeds even without a Madam environment, it 
is extremely difficult to attain steadfastness due to the lack of pious company. One should, 
therefore, make a habit of travelling with Madam Qafilah along with the devotees of the 
Rasul! Dawat-e-Islami is promoting the message of Sunnah throughout the 


1 To hurt a Muslim by laughing at him because of his obesity is a sin. 

2 To learn how to decrease body weight, read Faizan-e-Sunnat’s chapter ‘Excellence of Hunger from page 457 to 460. 
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world. Here is a faith-refreshing incident which will enlighten and brighten your heart 
and mind. 

A non-Muslim embraces Islam 

An Islamic brother from Tehsil Tanda district Ambyed, Karnagar, U.P. India has stated 
that he was previously a non-Muslim. Once someone gifted him Maktaba-tul-Madlnah’s 
published booklet entitled ‘The Respect of a Muslim.’ Amazed by reading the booklet, he 
realized that Islam which he had always hated, gives the message of peace and harmony. 
The words of the booklet captured his heart, making him develop an intense liking for 
Islam. 

One day, while he was travelling in a bus, a group of bearded and turbaned Islamic 
brothers boarded the same bus. He understood that they were Muslims. As he had already 
developed a liking for Islam, he began to look at them with admiration. One of the Islamic 
brothers from amongst them began reciting Na’at, attracting that non-Muslim. 

Noticing his interest, an Islamic brother approached him and started conversation. The 
Islamic brother discerned that the person was a non Muslim and thus urged him to 
embrace Islam in a very courteous manner. Since he had already been impressed by 
Islam as a result of reading the booklet ‘The Respect of a Muslim’, the humble words of 
the brother further motivated him, and he embraced Islam. at the time of the 

writing of this account, four months have passed since he embraced Islam. He has 
started offering Sal ah regularly and has also made the intention of growing a beard. 
Furthermore, he has also joined the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami and travels 
with the Madam Qafilah. 

Kafiraun ko chalayn, Mushrikon ko chalayn, da ’wat-e-DTn dayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dm phaylaiye, sab chalay aiye, mil kay sdray chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 


To call infidels and unbelievers to Islam, travel with Qafilah 
To preach and promote Islamic teachings, travel with Qafilah 
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Don’t forgo Sunnah in shyness 

The beloved companions ^ jus dbi ^ were indeed the true devotees of the Noble 
Prophet j*. Nothing, neither the lure of the fleeting things of this world nor 

any regard for any one, could prevent them from practising Sunnah. 

Sayyiduna Hasan Basri &s£.jtss& bio*? has narrated that Sayyiduna Ma’qil Bin Yasar 
(who was the chief of the Muslims of that area) was once eating food when a morsel fell 
from his hand on the ground. He ais-JisSaisics^ picked it up, cleaned and then ate it. Seeing 
this, some uncivilized people who were present over there gave him a contemptuous look. 
Someone said to him, ‘May Allah J+sU- bless our chief! O our leader! These uncivilized 
people are looking scornfully at you because you have eaten a fallen morsel despite the 
availability of food.’ Listening to this, he replied, ‘I cannot give up what I have 

learnt from the Holy Prophet Jtssaii J* merely because of these ‘Ajamis [non- 

Arabs]. If a morsel of food ever fell down, we would ask each other to pick it up, clean 
and eat it, and not leave it for Satan [to consume].’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 17, Hadis 3278) 

Ruh-e-Iman maghz-e-Quran jan-e-Dm 
Hast Hubb-e-Rahmat-ul-lil- ‘Alamin J* 

Soul of faith, heart of Quran, strength of Din 
Is the love of Rah mat-ul-lil-‘Alamin j* 


Make individual effort 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how intensely Sayyiduna Ma’qil Bin Yasar aszdkStiAato, 
an eminent companion, loved Sunnah! Paying no heed to the insulting and annoying 
behaviour of the ‘Ajamis, he as£jtsSiiii q&o continued to practice upon Sunnah unflinchingly. 

Unfortunately, some unwise Muslims these days do not grow their beard assuming it to 
be a wise act in the modern era. In fact, a true wise act is to grow a beard, wear dress and 
turban according to Sunnah and carry out one’s daily routines like eating, walking etc. 
conforming to Sunnah completely, no matter how unfavourable the environment is, and 
how severe the opposition of the opponents and corrupt beliefs possessing people is. 
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Furthermore, one should also strive to call people towards righteousness. our 

mutual efforts will produce fruitful results, the truth will prevail, Satan will be disgraced 
and the message of Sunnah will spread everywhere. Those who love the fleeting things of 
this worldly life will become sincere devotees of the Rasul. The Nur of the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet JUsidbsskJfcfciii J* will enlighten every household. 

Khak siiraj say andhayron ka izalah hoga 
Ap jJUsajljajiEjtiSaiiJ* ayain to mayray gharmayn ujala hoga 
Hoga sayrab sar-e-Kawsar-o-Tasnim wohl 
Jis kay hdthaun mayn Madinay ka piyalah hoga 

Will the sun make the darkness disappear? 

My household will enlighten when you j* appear 

Only he will quench his thirst at the fountain ofKawsar 
Who will, to the cup of Madmah in his hands, adhere 

j dJ- JU: aiil 


Here is an incident showing the blessing of making individual effort. 

A non-Muslim embraces Islam 

A ninety-two day Madani Qafilah of Rasul’s devotees reached Colombo from the global 
Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami, Faizan-e-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinafi, Karachi 
[Pakistan], The day when the Madani Qafilah was to leave for the district of Aero for 
thirty days, an Islamic brother brought a young non-Muslim to the Amir of the Qafilab. 
Describing some aspects of the great character of the Noble Prophet the 

Amir of the Madani Qafilah invited the young man to embrace Islam. The young man 
asked some questions which were answered and he embraced Islam by virtue of individual 
effort, 




(Jp l^LsZS 
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Protection of offspring from unwisdom 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JiisaiisjisisjMiAi has stated, ‘The one who picks up the bits of food that have fallen on the 
dining-mat and eats them, will live a life of affluence and his offspring and the offspring 
of his offspring will be protected from unwisdom.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. Ill, Hadis 40815) 

A remedy for destitution 

An eminent scholar of Hadis, Sayyiduna Hudbah Bin Khalid A ^ was once 
invited by the caliph of Baghdad, Mamun-ur-Rashid. After eating, the great scholar 
began to pick up and eat the bits of food that had fallen down. Astonished, the caliph 
asked, ‘O Shaykh ^ Are you not full yet?’ He replied, ‘I am certainly 

full but I have heard a Hadis from Sayyiduna Hammad Bin Salamah ‘Whoever 

picks up and eats fallen grains of food from the dining-mat, will be free from the fear of 
poverty.’ I (the Shaykh) am merely practicing upon this Hadis.’ 

Highly impressed, the caliph gestured to a servant who brought a thousand dinars 
[gold coins] wrapped up in a handkerchief and gave it to Sayyiduna Hudbah Bin Khalid 
as a gift The eminent scholar said, The blessing of the Hadis 

has taken place right away.’ (Samarat-ul-Awraq, vol. 1, pp. 8) 

Don’t forgo any Sunnah due to shyness 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is evident from the above parable that our pious saints 
would never forgo a Sunnah under any circumstance. They had no hesitation in acting 
upon Sunnah in the presence of the rich and even the king. This parable contains ample 
lesson for those Islamic brothers who forgo the Sunnah of eating, drinking and that of 
turban and beard merely out of shyness with people. 

Undoubtedly, acting upon Sunnah will lead to success in the world as well as in the 
Hereafter. At times, the blessings of acting upon Sunnah take place instantly in the world, 
as described in the above parable that Sayyiduna Hudbah Bin Khalid o*tJi An ^ 
immediately received a thousand dinars and became affluent. 
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Jo apnay dil kay guldastay mayn Sunnat ko sajatay hayn 
Woh bayshak rahmatayn dauno jahan mayn Haq J&Sz say patay hayn 

Sunnah in their hearts, who keep 
Blessings from Allah lUsJ* in both worlds, they reap 

Dear Islamic brothers! As there are causes of blessing in sustenance, there are also causes 
of deprivation in it. If we avoid them we will have a lot of blessing, Here are 

44 causes of deprivation in sustenance. 

44 Causes of deprivation 

1. To eat without washing hands. 

2. To eat without covering the head. 

3. To eat in the dark. 

4. To eat and drink sitting at the doorstep. 

5. To eat near the deceased. 

6. To eat without bathing after sexual intercourse or nocturnal emission. 

7. To delay eating after the food has been served. 

8. To eat on a bed without laying a dining-mat. 

9. To eat on a bed whilst you are sitting by the headboard and the food is served towards 
the direction where you put your feet, (when you sleep on this bed). 

10. To bite off the bread instead of breaking it with the hands (those who eat burgers 
should also take care). 

11. To use broken clay or porcelain plates, cups etc. (It is Makruh to drink water, tea 
etc. from the side of a cup that is broken. Do not use the plates, cups etc. that are 
cracked as many harmful germs and bacteria may be embedded in the cracks and 
may cause diseases). 

12. Not to clean used plates, pots etc. 
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13. To wash hands in the container used for eating. 

14. To swallow food-particles stuck in the teeth after removing them by dental floss or 
toothpick etc. 

15. To leave the plates, glasses etc. used for eating uncovered. One should recite ■ciJI 
and cover them because if left uncovered, calamities descend into the food and 
drink and spoil them, causing illness. 

16. To throw bread at such places where it would be treated with disrespect and get 
trampled by people’s feet. (Edited from SunniBahashtl Zaywar, pp. 595-601) 

The following are the causes that Sayyiduna Burhanuddin Zarnuji has 

mentioned. 

17. To sleep in excess. (This can also cause ignorance). 

18. To sleep naked. 

19. To urinate shamelessly. (Those that urinate in public on roadsides should pay heed). 

20. To be lazy in picking up fallen crumbs or bits of food from the dining-mat. 

21. To burn the peel of onion or garlic. 

22. To sweep home with clothes. 

23. To sweep at night. 

24. To leave trash (garbage) inside home. 

25. To walk ahead of the Mashaikh (scholars and saints). 

26. To call parents by their names. 

27. To clean hands with mud or sand. 

28. To stand leaning on a side of the door. 

29. To make Wudu in the lavatory. 

30. To sew clothes etc. whilst having them on (wearing them). 
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31. To wipe one’s face with the dress one is wearing. 

32. To leave spiders’ webs in home. 

33. To be lazy in offering Salah. 

34. To exit the Masjid early after offering Salat-ul-Fajr. 

35. To go to the market very early in the morning. 

36. To come back from the marketplace late. 

37. To curse children. (Some women often curse their children. Then they also complain 
about the lack of blessings in sustenance). 

38. To commit sins, specifically lies. 

39. To put out an oil lamp by blowing. 

40. To use a broken comb. 

41. Not to make Du’a for parents. 

42. To wrap the turban around the head whilst sitting. 

43. To put on pants or pyjamas whilst standing. 

44. To avoid performing good deeds. (Ta’lim-ul-Muta'allim Tariq-ut-Ta’allum, pp. 73-76) 




Excellence of eating fallen pieces of bread 

Dear Islamic brothers! The mercy of Allah ds-A*- is infinite indeed. At times, an act seems 
to be very minor, but its virtue is very great. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Umm-e-Haram 
a*? has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, 
the most Generous and Kind JUs-jbajfejisSiii! J* has stated, ‘Treat bread with respect as it is 
from amongst the blessings of the heavens and earth. Whoever eats a fallen piece of 
bread from the dining-mat will be forgiven.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 88, Hadis 1426) 
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date aJji Dear Islamic brothers! If only we have no hesitation in eating the fallen 
grains of bread, and get entitled to this great virtue of forgiveness. 


Talib-e-maghfirat hun Ya Allah JU-5^ 

Bakhsh day bahr-e-Mustafa Jja-rflssi&JtAiiJ* Yd Rab <Us& 


I seek forgiveness for I have erred, Ya Allah J«j£ 

Pardon me for the sake of Mustafa Jss-fjWsJuJkiij*, Yd Allah Js-sJ*- 




Parable about piece of bread 

One day Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar <&o saw a fallen piece of bread. He 

iii jtiS ’M instructed his slave to pick it up, clean and keep it. At the time of Iftar, he 
iitjisSiA! && asked his slave for that piece of bread. The slave told him that he had already 
eaten it. Hearing this, he said to the slave, ‘Go! I set you free because I once 

heard the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* say, ‘Whoever eats a fallen piece 

of bread, Allah forgives that person before it reaches his stomach.’ So how can I 
keep the person in servitude who has become entitled to forgiveness?’ (Tanbih-ul-Ghafilin, 
pp. 348, Hadis 514) 

Madam mindset 

What an amazing Madam mindset our eminent saints Jisidjijuan? had. Since 
the slave had been entitled to forgiveness because of eating a fallen piece of bread, the 
master also freed him from slavery. 

Ya Allah JmS^! For the sake of Your Beloved Prophet JUs«db«»isj'ussiiij*, bestow upon us the 
Madam mindset as well as the true love and devotion to Sunnah. If we ever see fallen 
piece of bread, grant us the privilege to pick it up, kiss it (in respect), clean it and eat it. 
Ya Allah may our hesitancy of acting upon Sunnah go away and may we be forgiven! 
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Sunnataun say mujhay mahabbat day 
Mayray Murshid ka wasitah Yd Rab 

Grant me hue and devotion to Sunnah 
For the sake of my Murshid, Yd Allah JUsv- 


Extend dining-mat 

It has been the practice of the saints JusAiii that when they finished eating, they never 
used to say ‘remove the dining-mat’ but rather ‘extend the dining-mat’ or ‘augment the 
food.’ This would be, in essence, a Du’a for abundance in food and for blessings, affluence 
and prosperity. (Sunni Bahashti Zaywar, pp. 566) 

Blessing of reading booklet ‘Dreadful Camel’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to attain blessings in the worldly life as well as in the 
afterlife, join the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Words cannot express how 
blessed Dawat-e-Islami is! Here is a summarized account of an Islamic brother from 
Kolkata (India): ‘I was a fashionable young man and was very far from Sunnahs. One night 
as I was returning home, I noticed a group of Islamic brothers who had adorned their 
heads with green turbans. On asking, I learnt that a Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami’s 
devotees of Rasul had arrived in our area from Bombay and the Islamic brothers of the 
Qafilah were going to attend a Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’. A thought came into my mind 
that these Islamic brothers had travelled a long distance to come to our city, I should 
also at least listen to them. Therefore, I joined them and attended the Ijtima’. After the 
Ijtima’, they distributed booklets published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. I was also fortunate 
to receive a booklet. 

The title of the booklet was ‘A Dreadful Camel.’ After I arrived home, I put the booklet 
on the shelf thinking that I would read it tomorrow. I prepared to go to sleep. Before 
going to bed, I opened the booklet just to get a glimpse of it. As I turned the page, I saw 
the first sentence, ‘No matter how lazy Satan makes you feel, read this booklet in its 
entirety, you will feel a Madam transformation in your heart Inspired by 

reading this sentence, I thought that Satan will not certainly let me read this, why delay? 
I should not delay a good deed. I then started reading the booklet. 
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By Allah Jm 3*- before Whom everyone will be held accountable for their deeds on the 
Day of Judgement, tears welled up in my eyes as I read about the heartfelt narratives 
describing the oppression and hardships faced by the Holy Prophet J&aikg&jiss&tii j* from 
the unbelievers. The heart-rending accounts took away my sleep and I wept for a long 
time. That night I made a firm intention to travel with a Madani Qafilah the next morning. 

The next day I sought permission from my parents, who happily agreed, and I travelled 
with a Madani Qafilah for three days with the devotees of the Rasul. The Madani Qafilah 
transformed me. I started offering Salah, wearing white clothes along with 

the green turban according to Sunnah. When my mother saw me, now a different person, 
she was extremely pleased and showered me with many Du’as. Even my relatives were 
extremely pleased with me. Nowadays I am busy serving Sunnah as a Nigran 

of a local district Mushavirat.’ 

Ashiqan-e-Rasul, laye Jannat kay phul, do laynay chalayn, Qdjilay mayn chalo 
Bhagtay hayn kahdn a bhi jdyaln yahan payam gey Jannatayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 

Devotees of Rasul have brought pearls of Heaven, come to gather them, 
let’s travel with Qafilah 

Don’t run here and there, just come here, one will be granted Paradise, 
let’s travel with Qafilah 


Distribute booklets 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami 
transformed a fashionable young man? The foregoing account also highlights the 
importance of distributing booklets published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. By reading just 
a single booklet, the young man was inspired to travel with the Madani Qafilah, and adopt 
Sunnah in his life. Therefore, for the Isal-e-Sawab of your deceased relatives, purchase 
Sunnah-Inspiring booklets and various pamphlets of Madani pearls and distribute them 
on different occasions such as ‘Urs of saints &bi Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima at, 
wedding receptions, funeral processions and Milad gatherings etc. One can also gift a 
booklet along with the wedding invitation envelope. If even a single person starts offering 
Salah and practicing Sunnah because of reading the booklet given by you, this will indeed 
bring about blessings for you in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife, JttSs-dJidLs&i. 
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Har mahmay jo koi barah risalay bant day 

Do jahan mayn us ka bay fa par hay 


Twelve booklets a month; whoever gifts to others 
ji 3 ji=dJteT_5,al In both worlds he will prosper 



Licking fingers clean is Sunnah 

Sayyiduna ‘Amir Bin Rabi’ah has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the 


Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind jisSaiii j* would eat 

food with three fingers and would lick them clean after eating the food. (Majma ’-uz-Zawaid, 
vol. 5, pp. 23, Hadis 7923) 

We do not know which part of food possesses blessings 

Sayyiduna Jabir has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Rasul jisSabi j* 

ordered (us) to lick the fingers and wipe the used dish clean, and said, ‘You do not know 
as to which part of food has blessings.’ (Sahlh Muslim, pp. 1122, Hadis 2023) 




How to reap blessings of food? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Extremely regretfully! The eating manners of today’s Muslims 
show that there would be only a few fortunate people who will be reaping the blessings 
of food by consuming it according to Sunnah. In the above Hadis, it is clearly stated that 
we are not aware of the part of the food which contains blessings. We should, therefore, 
try not to waste even a single particle of food. We should consume all the meat and the 
edible particles of food on the bones so that no remnant goes to waste. 
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We can also jerk the bone into the plate so that edible particles from inside the bone can 
come out and be consumed. If possible, we should also consume spices such as cardamom, 
peppercorn, clove, cinnamon etc. cooked with food, it will also benefit us. 

However, there is no sin if these items cannot be eaten. Rather than throwing away 
green chillies used in food, if possible, one should take them out from food before eating 
and preserve them for reuse. Most people throw away fish skin; one should eat this as 
well. In short, all harmless edibles in food should be consumed, including the remnants 
of food on the fingers and those that are in the plate. 

Order of licking fingers clean 

Sayyiduna Ka’b Bin ‘Ujrah aifcjfcsaisiaA? has narrated, ‘I once saw the Prophet of Rahmah, 
the Intercessor of Ummah JisSs&iJ* eat with his thumb, the index finger and the 

middle one. Then I saw that he jisSiii j* licked his fingers clean before wiping 

them; (he) first licked the middle finger, then the index one, and finally the thumb.’ 

(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 5, pp. 29, Hadis 7941) 


Licking fingers clean thrice is Sunnah 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is a Sunnah to lick the fingers clean three times. If there are still 
particles of food on the fingers even after one has licked them thrice, one should lick 
them a few more times so that no particle of food remains in fingers. It is stated in 
‘Shamail-e-Tirmizi that the Holy Prophet J* would lick his fingers clean 

three times (after eating). (Shamail-ut-Tirmizi, pp. 61, Hadis 138) 

Wiping plate clean is Sunnah 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah Aid* 

has stated, ‘Whoever licks his fingers and [wipes] the plate after eating, Allah will 

keep him satiated in the world and the Hereafter.’ (Mu’jam Kabir, vol. 18, pp. 261, Hadis 653) 




(Jp 
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More blessings at end 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet has stated, ‘The plate should not be 

removed unless the eater has wiped it clean himself or has made someone else wipe it 
clean as there are (more) blessings at the end.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. ill) 

Plate prays for forgiveness 

Sayyiduna Nubayshah has narrated that the Noble Prophet to J* has 

stated, ‘Whoever wipes the plate clean after eating, the plate will make Dua for his 
forgiveness.’ (Sunan Ibn Mdjah, vol. 4, pp. 14, Hadis 3271) 

In another Hadis it is mentioned that the plate says, ‘O Allah Free him from Hell as 
he has freed me from Satan.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. ill, Hadis 40822) 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan uEsJiis^stU. has stated, ‘If the 
plate etc. used for eating is left without being wiped clean, then Satan licks it.’ (Mirat-ul- 
Mandjih, vol. 6, pp. 52) 


Wisdom in wiping plate clean 

In the same book, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘Wiping the plate clean 

after eating shows respect for food and saves it from being wasted. Leaving the plate with 
particles of food on it causes the flies to settle on it. Furthermore, the leftover 

food is usually thrown into garbage, which is disrespect for food. If every person left a 
little food on his plate every day, it would amount to pounds upon pounds going to waste 
daily. In short, there are many virtues in wiping the used plate clean.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, 
vol. 6, pp. 38) 


A faith-refreshing statement 

The Noble Prophet J* has stated, ‘It is dearer to me to wipe the bowl clean 

than to give an entire bowl of food in charity.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. Ill, Hadis 40821) 
(This is because the act of wiping the bowl clean shows humility, which is more superior 
in reward than giving food in charity). 
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Rasulullah JUs «h\s Jiss 1A1 J*> has stated, ‘Whoever wipes the plate and licks his fingers 
clean, Allah will fill his stomach in the world and the Hereafter.’ (In other words, he 
will be saved from destitution and starvation in the world, from hunger on the Day of 
Judgement and will be granted refuge from Hell because no one’s stomach will be full in 
Hell). (Mu’jam KabTr, vol. 18, pp. 261, Hadis 653) 

ijp (JUo alii c-JLsM 


Reward of freeing slave 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall has stated, ‘The one 

who wipes the dish clean after eating, pours some water into it and then drinks that 
water gets the reward of freeing a slave.’ (ifiya-ul-’Ulum, vol. 2,pp. 7) 

Drinking water from plate 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should wipe clean not only the plates but also any other 
container used to cook, eat or store food; like the glasses used to drink liquids (fruit 
juices, milk shakes, tea etc.) bowls, pots, frying pans, kettles, eating and serving spoons 
etc. should all be wiped clean. Leftover food in large pots is usually thrown away. Make 
sure that no particle of food goes to waste. One can also store in fridge the water used to 
rinse large pots, for later use in cooking. These practices are only possible by divinely- 
bestowed ability. When no particles of food remain on the plate or cup, only then one can 
say that it is clean. It is often observed that the plate etc. is not properly cleaned if rinsed 
just once. Therefore, one can rinse it twice or thrice using one’s finger and drink this 
water 1 so that no particle of food goes to waste and the plate is also properly cleaned. 

Leftover drops of water 

Even after one has drunk water used for rinsing the plate, some drops of water often 
remain in the plates and bowls. Therefore, one should use one’s fingers to gather those 


1 Note that rinsing the plate or container here refers to the act of pouring some drinking water into it and cleaning 
it without using any soap. [Translator’s Note] 
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drops of water so that it is easier to drink them. Similarly, upon finishing the drink, a 
closer look will reveal that there are drops going down the glass or bottle which 
accumulate at the bottom. One should drink those as well. It is reported in a Hadis that 
one does not know which particles of food contain blessings. I wish that we rinse the 
used plate, glass, cup etc. thoroughly so that they are so clean that one cannot distinguish 
between them and the unused washed ones. 


Medical benefits of drinking water used for rinsing dish 

Jup- aii^sS\\ No Sunnah is devoid of wisdom. Modern scientific research has also 
acknowledged that vitamins, especially vitamin B complex, are mainly found at the 
bottom of the meal pot rather than its surface. Furthermore, essential minerals are only 
found at the bottom. Consuming these essential minerals by licking the pot clean or 
drinking its water protects against diseases. 


Kidney stones eliminated 

By the blessings of travelling with the Madani Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, many problems 
are solved and many diseases are cured. Here is an incident of an Islamic brother in his 
own words: ‘On our way back from Baluchistan, our 12-day Madani Qafilah stopped at a 
railway station. Making individual effort, we started to inspire people towards 
righteousness. Meanwhile, we came across an Islamic brother who told us of the blessings 
that he had personally experienced in the Madani Qafilah. He explained to us that he 
had severe kidney pain because of stones in his kidney. Doctors had recommended an 
operation. He met an Islamic brother who comforted him and tried to persuade him to 
travel with the Madani Qafilah by telling him that the prayer (Du’a) of a traveller is 
answered and problems are also solved, Jjist-aai. 

Impressed by the polite manner of the Islamic brother, he made a firm intention to 
travel with the Madani Qafilah for three days. During the Madani Qafilah, 

the stones in his kidney were eliminated. Doctors were astonished to know about it as 
there was no remedy for this disease in medical science except for an operation. 
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Garchay bimariyan, tang karayn pathriyan, pao gey sihhatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Ghar mayn nachaqiyan, haun yd tangdastiyan, payain gey barkatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 


If you are sick and have kidney stones, 
You’ll attain good health, travel with Qafilah 
If you are destitute and have family disputes 
You’ll obtain blessings, travel with Qafilah 




Avoid eating hot food 

Sayyiduna Jabir has reported that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of 

Ummah, the Owner of Jannah isSaiii j* has stated, ‘Allow hot food to cool before 

eating, as hot food contains no blessing.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 4, pp. 132, Hadis 7125) 

How much cool should food be? 

Sayyidatuna Juvayrlyah ^JtsSaisi <&* has narrated that the Noble Rasul JUs^s.«feJis5ai>i did 
not like to consume hot food unless steam had stopped rising from it. (Majma '-uz-Zawaid, 
vol. 5, pp. 13, Hadis 7883) 

Harms of hot food 

Dear Islamic brothers! Food should be cooled before being consumed, but not to the 
extent of being tasteless. One should allow the steam to stop rising from it. A renowned 
exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated that allowing the 

food to cool a little and not cooling it by blowing onto it are two means of attaining 
blessings [of the food]. Furthermore, it is easier to eat that way. (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 6, pp. 52) 

To eat extremely hot food or drink steaming tea or coffee increases the risk of gastritis 
[inflammation of the stomach] and blisters in the mouth and the throat. To drink very 
cold water, right after a hot beverage or food, harms the gums and the stomach. 
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If fly falls into food, then... 

It is a sin to throw away the food or drink into which a fly has fallen. If it ever happens, 
submerge the fly completely into the food or drink; then throw the fly away and continue 
with your meal, without disgust. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet has 

stated, ‘If a fly falls into food, submerge it completely, (and then throw it away), as one 
of its wings has cure while the other has disease. When it falls into food, it first sets the 
wing of disease (into food), therefore, submerge it completely [so that the wing that 
contains cure removes the effect of the wing of disease].’ (Sunan AbiDawud, vol. 3, pp. 511, 
Hadis 3844) 

Science also acknowledges 

Dear Islamic brothers! How vast the vision of the Holy Prophet JU* jus at>i is! 
Science has also now acknowledged what our Noble Prophet revealed 

long before. Scientists have finally reached the conclusion that one of the wings of the fly 
has a dangerous virus while the other wing has the anti-virus. When a fly falls into food 
or drink like tea, milk, water etc., it sets the virus wing into food, making the food harmful 
and causing the risk of disease for the eater. Therefore, submerging the fly completely 
destroys the virus, making the food harmless. 

Bite meat 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tyz qa? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet has stated, ‘Do not cut meat with a knife (when eating it), as this 

is a practice of the ‘Ajamls [non-Arabs]. Eat meat by biting it as this is more tasteful and 
delightful.’ (Sunan AbiDawud, vol. 3, pp. 511, Hadis 3844) However, one can use a knife to cut 
large portions of meat [especially when eating roasted meat]. 

Remove black strands from chicken’s leg 

According to the research of A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan there are 

22 things in the Zablhah 1 which are either Haram or forbidden or Makruh to be eaten. 


Zablhah is that Halal animal which has been slaughtered in Islamic way. [Translator’s Note] 
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Amongst them is white strand-like spinal cord which extends from the base of the brain 
through the length of the backbone. Similarly, tendons and lymph glands [also called 
lymph nodes] are also Haram to be eaten. Tendons are two bands of dense, tough, inelastic, 
white, fibrous tissue, on both sides of the neck, which serve to connect the shoulder 
muscles to the neck; these don’t become tender easily. 

Moreover, though pure, the blood remaining inside the meat is forbidden to be consumed. 
[It is not difficult to identify these strands as] they turn black when cooked. Therefore, 
one should be careful when eating the portions of the meat in which blood normally 
accumulates. For example, remove black thread like strands from the neck, the wings and 
the legs of the cooked chicken-meat as these are blood vessels which have turned black 
after being cooked. One should also avoid eating the tendons and spinal cord of the 
chicken. 

Lost brother found after 12 years 

Dear Islamic brothers! Make an ardent effort to routinely travel with the Madam Qafilah 
with the devotees of the Rasul to learn Sunnah. Your worldly complications 

and problems will be resolved. Furthermore, you will also gather many pearls of religious 
knowledge. Here is an account in this regard: 

A Madam Qafilah travelled to Sabzpur (Haripur, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan). One 
of the participants of the Qafilah has reported, ‘My elder brother went abroad to make a 
living. It’s twelve years since we last heard from him. His three children and their mother 
were all under my care and I have to provide for them, facing financial problem. I have 
travelled with this Madam Qafilah along with the devotees of Rasul with the intention of 
making Du’a for the ease of my extreme circumstantial hardship.’ 

A week after the Qafilah, the same Islamic brother attended a Madam Mashwarah 1 . His 
face was gleaming with happiness and his sentiments were very highly inspiring. He told 
us with tears of joy running down his cheeks, By the blessing of travelling 

with the Madam Qafilah, we have finally received a phone call from the elder brother, 
who went missing nearly 12 years back. He has also sent us 125 thousand rupees.’ 

1 A Madam Mashwarah is a meeting to discuss and review the Madani activities of Dawat-e-Islami. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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Jo kay mafqud ho woh bhi maujud ho 

Chalayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dur haun saray gham hoga Rab ka karam 
Gham kay maray sunayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

Those that are lost will find their ways 
jU^kUldL-a&i, Do travel with Qafilah 
Allah JUsSi will bless and liberate you from difficult days 
And remove your grief do travel with Qafilah 


Wisdom in Du’a not being accepted 

There are many individuals whose Du’as have been accepted in the Madani 
Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami. However, there may be many others whose desires may not 
have been fulfilled. If one does not see signs of his Du’a being accepted, one should still 
be content with the will of Allah Js-sS*-. What we ask for is often not in our best interest. 

The father of A’la Hadrat, Shaykh ‘Allamah, Maulana NaqI ‘All Khan ^Snkfv&z has stated 
in his book ‘ Ahsan-ul-WVd”, ‘At times, you ask Allah Js-A*- for something out of your 
unwisdom but He JsA^ may not fulfil your Du’a with His infinite wisdom and mercy, 
because the fulfilment of Du’a in that matter is not in the best of your interest. For 
example, you might seek wealth, but its acquisition will put your Iman in jeopardy or 
you may seek good health but it is harmful to your Hereafter in the infinite knowledge of 
Allah JsA^. Hence, it is better that these Du’as remain unfulfilled. Consider this verse: 



It is likely that you like a thing which is bad for you. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 216) 


Thank Him for not fulfilling those Du’as which are not in your interest. At times, the 
reward of Du’a is stored for you in the Hereafter. You ask for the meagre wealth and the 
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fleeting things of the world, whereas Allah JsA*- has stored the treasures of the Hereafter 
for you. This should be an occasion of expressing gratitude, not complaint.’ 

Picking one’s teeth 

It is a Sunnah to pick teeth with a toothpick or a splinter. Some people use one end of 
the matchstick and throw away its combustible end, wasting the matchstick. They should 
not do that. It is better to use a toothpick instead. 

The importance of picking one’s teeth has been described in several Ahadls. Thus, it is 
narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah that the Holy Prophet ii j* 

has stated, ‘One who eats food and removes [the bits of food if embedded between his 
teeth] by using a toothpick, should spit it out, and if he removes them using his tongue 
he should swallow it. One who does this has done well, and if he does not do it; there is 
no harm.’ (Sunan AblDawiid, vol. 1, pp. 46, Hadis 35) 


Kiraman Katibin & those who don’t pick their teeth 

Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub Ansari «£j(sS*isiG#v has narrated that the Noble Rasul 
once approached us and said, ‘How admirable are the ones who do Khilal.’ The 
companions asked, Ya Rasulallah JUs-jbsjfcJtsSiiiiJ*, with what those admirable 

ones do Khilal?’ The Holy Prophet JtSstii J* replied, ‘The ones who do Khilal 

during Wudu and the ones who do Khilal after eating. Khilal in Wudu is to rinse the 
mouth, sniff water into the nostrils and (do Khilal of) the fingers whereas the Khilal of 
eating is [to pick one’s teeth] after eating. There is nothing more disturbing to Kiraman 
Katibin 1 than to see a person (to whom they have been assigned) offer his Sal ah with 
something Stuck between his teeth.’ (Mu 'jam KabTr, vol. 4, pp. 177, HadTs 4061) 

Pan eaters should pay heed 

A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of 
Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam 


The two deeds-recording angels. 
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Ahmad Raza Khan ia^-su. has stated, ‘Those who are addicted to Pan know from 
experience that small particles of betel nuts and betel (i.e. Pan) get stuck in all parts of 
the mouth (especially when there are gaps in teeth) and rinsing the mouth three times or 
even ten times does not help in cleaning it properly. In fact, even using a toothpick or 
Miswak does not suffice. These particles of betel and betel nut can only be removed by 
rinsing the mouth thoroughly with water multiple times and moving the water around 
each time. Rinsing the mouth in this way cannot be limited to a fixed number. 

Cleaning the mouth properly has been stressed greatly. It is mentioned in numerous 
Ahadls that when a person stands to offer Salah, an angel places his mouth on the mouth 
of the Salah-offering person and anything the person recites comes out of his mouth and 
enters the mouth of the angel. If, at that time, there are bits of food stuck between his 
teeth, the angels feel so much distress by it that nothing else causes so much distress to 
them. 

The Beloved and Blessed Rasul J* has stated, ‘When any one of you stand at 

night to offer Salah, you should clean your teeth with a Miswak because when you recite 
the Quran, an angel places his mouth on yours and anything coming out of your mouth 
enters the mouth of that angel.’ (Shu’ab-ul-lman, vol. 2, pp. 381, Hadis 2117) 

There is a report narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub Ansari in the book Kablr 

written by Imam TabaranI juMiias? that there is nothing more troublesome for both 
angels than to see their companion offer Salah with bits of food stuck between his teeth. 

(Mu jam Kablr, vol. 4, pp. 177, Hadis 4061, Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. l,pp. 624-625) 


Weakness of teeth 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Umar has stated, ‘The bits of food which remain stuck between 

molars weaken the molars.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 5, pp. 32, Hadis 7952) 


Which toothpick be used? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Whenever you eat food or anything else you should pick your 
teeth after eating. The toothpick should preferably be made of margosa [Neem] tree as 
its strong bitter taste is good for cleaning the mouth and the gums. The toothpicks available 
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in the market are usually thick and fragile. Several good toothpicks can also be prepared, 
with the help of a razor, from the veins of coconut palm leaves or a straw from the date 
palm leaf. 

Strands of meat are often embedded between the teeth and in the corners of the mouth, 
which are extremely difficult to be removed by toothpick etc. One can use a dental floss 
to remove the stuck food particles. One could also use a dental scaler made of stainless 
steel [instrument used by dentists] but one has to be highly cautious when using these 
instruments and also learn their proper use, as their improper use could hurt the gums 
severely. 

Seven intentions for picking one’s teeth 

It is stated in a Hadis that the Holy Prophet JU<abs«i6jti5*ii! J* has said, ‘The intention of a 
Muslim is better than his actions.’ (Mu’jam KabTr, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 

Therefore, one should make the following intentions before picking one’s teeth by using 
a toothpick etc. One could also make these intentions even before starting the meal, 
gaining a treasure of reward. 

1. I will act upon the Sunnah of Khilal (using a toothpick) after eating. 

2. I will recite before picking my teeth. 

3. I will gain help in using Miswak by picking my teeth. (When food-particles get stuck 
in the gums, they may rot weakening the gums and causing gum-bleeding, and then 
it is difficult to use Miswak). 

4. By picking my teeth, I will make it easy for myself to rinse the mouth thoroughly 
during Wudu. (The entire mouth should be thoroughly washed, including the areas 
around the teeth and the gaps in between them. It is Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah to rinse 
the mouth three times during Wudu in the above way. During Ghusl it is Fard to 
rinse the mouth once and Sunnah to rinse it thrice in the above manner). 

5. By picking my teeth, I will protect my mouth from diseases thereby gaining strength 
to worship. (When the toothpick is used, leftover food particles are removed and this 
in turn protects the gums against diseases. Thus good health helps perform worship). 
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6. I will strive to protect myself from bad breath so that I may attend the Masjid. 
(Obviously, the food particles stuck between teeth eventually rot, which leads to bad 
breath and when one has bad breath, it is Haram for him to enter the Masjid). 

7. I will avoid causing trouble to the angels. (If a person recites the Quran during Salah 
with bits of food in his mouth, angels are discomforted by it). 


How to rinse mouth 

The proper manner of rinsing the mouth in Wudu is that the water reaches every corner 
of the mouth including the spaces between the teeth. During Wudu it is Sunnah to rinse 
the mouth thrice in the manner described above. In Ghusl it is Fard to rinse the mouth 
once and Sunnah to do so thrice. During Ghusl, one should also gargle provided that he 
is not fasting. It is imperative to remove all the particles of food and strands of meat 
stuck between the teeth. If the strand of meat or piece of betel nut is so firmly embedded 
that it does not come out despite the repeated rinsing of the mouth one should no longer 
try to remove it as one’s gums may be hurt; the one who is helpless is excused. 


Medical benefits of picking teeth 

More than 14 centuries ago, our Noble Prophet JUj-j bssfeJtsSiiiiJ* described the importance 
of picking one’s teeth, giving protection against many diseases. Now after many centuries 
scientists have also realized the importance of doing so. Describing the medical benefits 
of picking one’s teeth, doctors have declared that bits of food get stuck in between one’s 
teeth and gums after one has eaten the food. If they are not removed, these bits rot, forming 
a film of some special type of plasma on the surface of the teeth, which weakens the teeth 
and results in the inflammation and degeneration of the gums and teeth-surrounding 
tissues. Gums detach from the teeth which eventually fall. 

Furthermore, one may also suffer from the gum disease called Pyorrhoea, which results 
in the discharge of pus from the gums. This pus then mixes with the food and enters the 
stomach unnoticed, increasing the risk of many fatal diseases. 
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Gum cancer 

In addition to decreasing the intake of food, those who habitually consume tea and Pan 
[betel] should also reduce consuming these items. Let it not be that you reduce the intake 
of food, but your Nafs begins to deceive you into consuming tea and Pan in excess in the 
name of removing your hunger. Tea is harmful to the kidneys. It is safer to give up the 
habit of eating Pan and scented aniseed and betel nut etc. Those who constantly chomp 
on these items are prone to the cancer of throat, gums and mouth. Due to the excessive 
use of Pan, the mouth becomes red and, if the gums begin to bleed or ooze pus, then this 
causes the blood and pus to go into the stomach unnoticed. As these people do not feel 
any pain for a long time despite the ooze of pus, they will perhaps realise this danger 
only when, Allah Js-sS^ forbids, they will have suffered from any lethal disease. 

Harms of fake Kattha 

It is highly likely that Kattha is not produced in Pakistan. The greedy people who do not 
care about ruining the worldly life of Pan eaters and the afterlife of their own add the 
colour used in leather-dyeing to sand and sell it as Kattha. As a result, Pan eaters in 
Pakistan become victims, suffering from various diseases. 

Do not consume fake Kattha knowingly. Those selling this fake product as well as those 
selling the Pan with fake Kattha should repent sincerely. Similarly, those who deliberately 
eat sand should also desist from it. According to Islamic law, there is no harm in eating a 
little sand; however, it is Haram to eat sand in the quantity that causes harm. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 1, pp. 364) (Bahar-e-SharT’at, vol. 2, pp. 63) 


Causes of gum-bleeding 

Some people’s gums bleed as they use Miswak, and this blood may also go into the stomach 
with food. One of its causes is an upset stomach. Such people should have treatments for 
ailments like constipation. One should refrain from gas and flatulence causing food. In 
addition, one should eat less than one’s appetite and avoid untimely meals. Another 
cause of it is the build-up of tartar between the teeth, which forms due to one’s carelessness 
in cleaning the teeth. One should visit a dentist. If the dentist is righteous and there is no 
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other hindrance he will scale your teeth in a single visit; otherwise he may call you for 
multiple sessions in order to obtain extra money from you. 




Miswak is best remedy for dental diseases 

If one uses Miswak properly he will never suffer from any dental disease, 

You might be thinking that you have been using Miswak for many years, yet both your 
teeth and stomach are ill. My dear naive Islamic brother! This is not the fault of Miswak, 
but rather that of your own. From my experience, I have reached the conclusion that 
there may be only a few people amongst a million who use Miswak properly. We use 
Miswak in a rush during Wudu. In other words we don’t use Miswak but fulfil just its 
formality. 

14 Madam pearls pertaining to Miswak 

1. Miswak should be as thick as the little finger. 

2. Miswak should not be longer than one’s hand span 1 as Satan sits on the Miswak 
longer than this. 

3. The strands of Miswak should be soft; otherwise, they might cause space between 
teeth and gums. 

4. Use a fresh Miswak, if available. Otherwise, place it in a glass of water to make it soft. 

5. Trim the strands of Miswak every day as they are beneficial so long as they have 
some bitterness. 

6. Brush your teeth horizontally with Miswak. 

7. Always brush your teeth with Miswak at least thrice. 


1 The distance between the tip of the thumb and that of the little finger when the hand is fully extended. 


[Translator’s Note] 
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8. And wash it after every use. 

9. Hold the Miswak in the right hand in such a manner that the little finger remains at 
the bottom, and the middle three fingers remain on it while the thumb remains at 
the top (near the soft strands that are used to brush the teeth). 

10. Brush (with Miswak) the upper teeth of the right side first and then the left. Thereafter, 
clean the lower teeth again starting from the right and then the left. 

11. To use Miswak while one is lying on his back can cause the spleen to enlarge. 

12. To use Miswak when held in fist can cause piles. 

13. Miswak is a pre-Wudu Sunnah. However, it becomes Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah when 
foul smell emanates from the mouth. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadXd), vol. 1, pp. 223) 

14. Do not throw away a used Miswak or its strands as it is an instrument used to act upon 
a Sunnah. Rather, keep it somewhere respectfully, bury it or put it into sea-water. 

(For detailed information, go through the 2 nd volume of Bahar-e-Shan at from page 

17 to 18). 

4 Madam pearls pertaining to healthy teeth 

1. After one has eaten any food or drunk any beverage, one should thoroughly rinse 
one’s mouth thrice. Rinse every part of the mouth thoroughly each time and let the 
water remain in the mouth for at least half a minute before spitting it out. 

2. Whenever conveniently possible, one should rinse one’s mouth daily at different 
times. Allow the water to remain for a few minutes before spitting it out. 

3. The use of salt-mixed tepid (slightly warm) water is much more beneficial. Its regular 

use will remove the bits of food stuck between the teeth, J«j£ Moreover, the 

gums won’t bleed either. 

4. To rub olive oil on the teeth makes the gums and loose-teeth stronger. 
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Remedy for bad breath 

If a person has bad breath or foul smell emanates from his mouth, he should eat coriander 
by chewing it properly. Cleaning the teeth with fresh or dry petals of rose is also an 
effective remedy. The foul odour will go away, However, if the cause of the 

foul smell is any stomach-disease, then one should eat less than one’s appetite. By the 
blessing of doing so, bad breath and many other diseases including the aches and pains 
of legs and various other body parts, constipation, heartburn, blisters in the mouth, 
reoccurring cold and cough, sore throat and gum bleeding etc. will be cured, jMjs-kbidL&si. 
The cure for 80 percent of diseases lies in eating less. For further elaboration on this, one 
may refer to a chapter of Faizan-e-Sunnat entitled ‘Excellence of Hunger.’ If our carnal 
desires are overpowered, most of our diseases will automatically be cured. 

Spiritual cure for bad breath 

One should recite the following Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, whenever possible, 11 times in a single 
breath. Jjist-fcal, This would cure bad breath. 

How to recite in a single breath 

In order to recite the above Salat-‘Alan-NabI in one breath, one should close the mouth 
and breathe in slowly through the nose. Try to fill as much air into the lungs as possible. 
Now recite the Salat-‘Alan-Nabi. By practicing this a few times, one will be able to recite 
it 11 times in a single breath, 

To hold breath for as long as possible in the foregoing way and then exhale it slowly 
from the mouth is very beneficial to health. One should do this daily a few times during 
the day, especially in the open air. A senior Hakim [doctor of herbal medicines] once 
told me that he could hold his breath for about half an hour, or rather, two hours. 
During this time, he is able enough to recite his various invocations. He also mentioned 
that there are certain experts who can hold their breath for a very long time; they inhale 
in the morning and exhale in the evening! 
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5 Fragrant mouths 

Here is an incident regarding a miracle of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-dlsssfeJfcSsii' J* 
that rendered the mouths of five fortunate Sahabiyat && dbi fragrant forever. 
Therefore, Sayyidah ‘Umayrah Bint-e-Mas’ud Ansariyyah has narrated that 

she and four sisters of her once came to the court of the Holy Prophet JUs^s^jisSaisi j* to 
do Bay’at [i.e. swear allegiance]. At that time, the Noble Prophet JisSuti j* was 

eating Qadid (i.e. a type of dried meat). The Holy Prophet JUs-jjbssfedtsSdii 3* chewed a piece 
of meat making it soft and then gave it to them. They distributed it amongst themselves 
and ate it. By its blessings, fragrance always emanated from their mouths. (Al-Khasais-ul- 
Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 105) 

Sayyiduna Abu Umamah has narrated that there lived in Madinah a rude and 

indecent woman. Once, she passed by the Holy Prophet Jtsdsi who was eating 

meat. She also requested a piece of meat from him. The Holy Prophet Jissdii J* 

offered a piece to her. Refusing to take it, she requested that she be given the piece that 
he J* was chewing. He JUs^bssfejusdii J* then gave a piece, from his blessed 

mouth, which she swallowed. Since then she was never heard uttering indecent and foul 
words. (Al-Khasais-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 105) 


Heavy rain 

Dear Islamic brothers! Join the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami and attend its 
Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima regularly. &!, You will reap many blessings in the 

Hereafter and many of your worldly problems will also be resolved. Furthermore, Du’as 
will also be accepted in the company of the devotees of the Rasul. Amlr-ul-Muminln, 
Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada * 4 *. has narrated the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
to have stated: 

I9*^^ s-Ic-aJI 

‘Du’a is a weapon for a Muslim, a pillar of religion and a Nur from the heavens and the earth.’ 

(MusnadAbl Ya’la, vol. 1, pp. 215, Hadis 435) 
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Du’a is not turned down, especially when made during a journey. And if Du’a is made 
during the journey of a Madani Qafilah with the devotees of Rasul, how close to 
acceptance it would be! Here is an incident in this respect. 

A Madani Qafilah was once on a journey in the district of Nikyal (Kashmir, Pakistan). 
The locals requested the participants of the Madani Qafilah to make Du’a for rain as it 
had not rained over there for a very long time. The participants of the Madani Qafilah 
arranged for congregational Du’a attended by many locals. It was daytime and the sun 
was also brightly shining. The Islamic brothers of the Madani Qafilah made Du’a with 
absolute humility and sincerity. 

jUsSi Jj In a little while, clouds began to appear in the sky from all directions and it 

began to rain heavily. The locals, drenched in rain, were overjoyed. They were highly 
impressed by the devotees of the Rasul of the Madani Qafilah. Observing this divine grace 
on Dawat-e-Islami, many locals joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, 
flourishing the Madani activities of Dawat-e-Islami in Nikyal. 

Qafilay mayn zara, mango a kar Du 'a 
Haun gT khub barishayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
‘Ashiqan-e-Rasul lay lo jo kuch bhi phul 
Turn ko Sunnat kay dayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

Travel in the Qafilah and make your Du’a, 

Heavy rains will pour, travel with Qafilah 
Devotees of the Rasul have brought pearls of Sunnah 
To get those pearls, travel with Qafilah 

(Jp (JUo all! (Jp 


Food stains on one’s hand 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet JUs«jbs«i6jtsS4ii! j* has stated, ‘If a person spends the night in such a state that there 
are stains of oil (or fat from food) on his hands and, as a result, is afflicted with any trouble, 
he should not blame anyone for this, but himself.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 5, pp. 33, Hadis 7954) 
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Danger of snake 

Dear Islamic brothers! After eating, one should thoroughly wash one’s hands with soap 
etc. and then dry them with a towel so that no stain of oil remains in the hand and the 
smell also goes away. Otherwise, if one shakes his unwashed hands with others, they will 
be disgusted by it. 

Elaborating on the meaning of the word ‘trouble’ mentioned in the foregoing Hadis, a 
renowned exegetist of the Quran, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘The trouble stated in the foregoing Hadis refers to the biting of a snake or 
rat, as both of these animals are attracted by the smell of food; or it could also mean the 
danger of being afflicted with leukoderma 1 , as the body parts touched by the stained 
hands, with bodily sweat, are prone to this disease.’ (Mirat-ul-Manafiti, vol. 6, pp. 38) 

Shaykh Mufti Muhammad Khalil Khan Barakati has stated, ‘After having 

eaten food, if a person goes to sleep without washing his hands, Satan licks his hands. 
This can also engender leukoderma.’ (Sunni Bahashti Zaywar, pp. 607) 

How is it to use others’ utensils? 

If food has come from someone else’s house, one should empty the container and return 
it without delay. If it is not possible to do so for the time being, one should keep the 
container as an entrustment [Amanat] and return it later on. Remember it is not permissible 
to use someone else’s utensils. (Sunni Bahashti Zaywar, pp. 569 ) If anyone has ever committed 
this sin, he should immediately ask the owner of the utensils to pardon him in addition 
to seeking forgiveness from Almighty Allah JksK 




25 Sunnahs of eating 

1. The Noble Prophet ajts-sfc jussii j* would not lean against anything while eating. 

(Sunan Abl Dawud, vol. 3, pp. 488, Hadis 3769) 

1 Partial or total loss of skin pigmentation. [Translator’s Note] 
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2. He JUs 4^ && JkS di\ J* never ate food at a table. (Derived from Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 24, 
Hadis 55386) 

3. He would eat what was served to him. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1134, Hadis 2052) 

4. He fcaikjMiAi J* would neither ask his household for food nor express a wish for 

any specific food. Instead, he J^-,4 ^ would eat and drink what was served to 
him. (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqln, vol. 8, pp. 248) 

5. At times, he 4= & J* would take food and drink himself without asking 

anyone to serve him. (Sunan Abl Dawiid, vol. 5,pp. 4, Hadis 3846) 

6. He used to eat from the portion that was in front of him. (Shu’ab-ul-lman, 

vol. 5, pp. 79, Hadis 5846) 

7. He 4* aid J* used to eat with three fingers. (Musannaf Ibn Abl Shaybah, vol. 5, 
pp. 559, Hadis 3) 

8. At times, he jtsiaiii would eat with four fingers. (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 250, 

Hadis 6942) However, he JUs- 4 bs«u.Jus 4 i!i J* did not use to eat with two fingers. He 

has said that eating with two fingers is a practice of Satan. (Al-Jami’-us- 
Saghlr, vol. 5, pp. 249, Hadis 6940) 

9. He Assetsesfcjisii&i J* would eat bread made from unsifted barley. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, 
pp. 531, Hadis 5410) 

10. Mostly, his blessed food contained dates and water. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 523, Hadis 5383) 

11. He would consume milk and dates together and would declare that 

these two are fine meals. (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 5, pp. 385, Hadis 15893) 

12. His favourite food was meat. (Jarni' Tirmizl, vol. 5, pp. 533, Hadis 178) 

13. He j* would say that meat improves hearing, and is the chief of all 

foods in the world and the Hereafter. He JUsajbssfcjisSato J* declared, ‘If I had asked 
Allah JisA to provide me with meat everyday; He would have provided it.’ 

(Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqln, vol. 8, pp. 238) 
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14. He JLsafcseisjisSiAi J* would make Sarid with meat and squash and eat it. (That is, he 

would thoroughly soak the pieces of bread in meat and squash curry 
and then eat it). (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 8, pp. 239) 

15. While eating meat, the Holy Prophet j* would not lower his head 

towards it 1 but would always lift his hand to his blessed mouth and then bite the 
meat. (Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 3, pp. 329, Hadis 1842) 

16. Rasulullah liked meat from the arm and the shoulder of the goat. 

(Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 3, pp. 330, Hadis 1842-1844) 

17. The Holy Prophet j* disliked eating the kidney as it is near the urinary 

organ. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 7, pp. 41, Hadis 18212) 

18. Although he jusaii j* hated eating the spleen, he JUsajfissfc Jtss&iii j* did not 

declare it Haram to consume it. (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 8, pp. 243) 

19. The Noble Prophet would use his fingers to wipe the plate clean and 

say, ‘There is more blessing at the end.’ ( Shu’ab-ul-lman, vol. 5,pp. 81, Hadis 5854) 

20. He JUs^ibssisjaiAij* liked fresh melon and grapes. (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 7, pp. 41, Hadis 18200) 

21. He JUs 4'= && would eat melon with sugar and bread. (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, 

vol. 8, pp. 236) 

22. At times, he JUs Jtrf*i>i J* would eat melon with ripe dates. (Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 3, 

pp. 332, Hadis 1850) 

23. He would use both of his hands whilst eating. Once, he J* 

was eating ripe dates. The dates were in his right hand and the seeds were in his left. 
A goat passed by. He J*s signalled the goat with his left hand that 

contained date seeds. The goat approached and began to eat the seeds from his left 
hand while he jussti continued to eat with his right hand. This continued 

until he JUs-db-sfe JfcSfihi j* finished and the goat then also left. (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, 
vol. 8, pp. 237) 

24. The Holy Prophet JUs-jib JtSiti j* did not use to eat raw [uncooked] onions, raw 
garlic and leek. (Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 2,pp. 262) 

1 (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 8, pp. 239) 




Faizan-e-Sunnat 


200 


25. He JUs*fesskjts5aisi J* never spoke anything bad about food. If he JUs^tss^jisSaisi J* liked 
it, he J* would eat it and if not, he JLs^s^jjisSiAi J* would withdraw his 

hand. (SahTh Muslim, pp. 1141, Hadis 2064) 

jSj£ ijp (JUo alii (Jp l^Lszs 

92 Madam pearls of eating 

Make intentions prior to consuming food 

1. Instead of eating for merely enjoying taste or gratifying one’s desire, one should eat 
with the righteous intention of attaining strength and energy to worship Allah Js-sS*-. 
Bear in mind that the above intention can only be true if one eats less than one’s 
appetite or else this would be a false intention as gluttony causes laziness and is a 
hindrance in worship. 

Further, one should only eat when hungry as it is a Sunnah to do so. To eat without 
hunger poses health risks hardening the heart, let alone giving strength. Sayyiduna 
Shaykh Abu Talib Makki has stated, ‘According to a narration, eating 

on a full stomach causes leukoderma.’ (Qat-ul-Qulab, vol. 2, pp. 326) 

2. Use such a dining-mat on which alphabets, words, statements, names, couplets and 
logos of the companies are not inscribed in any language; neither in Urdu and 
English nor in any other language. 

3. It is a Sunnah to wash both hands up to the wrists before and after the meal. One 

should also rinse the mouth and wash the lips. Furthermore, do not wipe the washed 
hands before eating. The Noble Prophet jusaiii j* has stated, ‘Making Wudu 

before and after the meal (i.e. washing the hands and the mouth) increases one’s 
sustenance and keeps Satan away.’ ( Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. 106, Hadis 40755) 

4. If someone does not wash his mouth before eating, he will not be missing a Sunnah. 

(Bahar-e-Sharl’at, pp. 16-18) 
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5. While eating, one can keep the left leg folded on the ground so that the thigh is on 
the calf and raise the right knee; or one can raise both knees with behind (i.e. buttocks) 
on the ground or sit with both legs folded [as in Salah i.e. thighs on calves]. Sunnah 
will be fulfilled if one sits in any of these three manners. 

Accustom yourself to veil within veil 

6. Whilst eating, everyone including Islamic sisters should observe veil within veil. 
Otherwise, if someone is wearing skin-tight clothes or his shalwar or pyjama is not 
properly covered by his kurta or shirt, others may not be able to avoid the sin of 
misusing their eyes. If it is not possible to observe veil within veil one should sit in a 
folded legs position [as in Salah, i.e. thighs on calves]. By doing so, not only the 
Sunnah of sitting while eating will be fulfilled but veil will also be observed. One 
should make a habit of observing veil within veil whenever he sits. 

7. It is not a Sunnah to sit cross-legged while eating. This causes the belly to bulge either. 

8. Recite and ^ pH prior to the first, the second 

and the third morsel respectively. (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 6) 

9. Recite ■c-lJI loudly so that others also recall it. 

10. Recite the following Du’a prior to eating. The reciter of this Du’a will not be harmed 
even by poisonous food, j^ALtet_2.6j. (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. 109, Hadis 40792) 



I begin with Allah’s name, with the blessing [Barakah] of whose name nothing of the 
earth nor the skies can cause detriment, O the one Who is ever-alive. 


(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. 109, Hadis 40792) 
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11. If one forgets reciting <c-Lll at the beginning, one should recite the following 
during the meal on recalling: 

Translation: I begin and end my meal with the name £ \ 9 4jdl 

of Allah J«Sfc. 

Continue to do Zikr of Allah 5?# while eating 

12. If anyone recites Li before eating every morsel, the food will become Nur 

[light] in his stomach, curing illn ess. 

13. Recite CLJ1 or <c-Lll before consuming every morsel so that the desire for food 

would not engender heedlessness from Allah’s Zikr. In between every two morsels, 
recite L! and <c-L!l so that one would be able to read ‘cJJI prior 

to eating every morsel Li in between and jLJ 4 at the end. 

14. It is preferable to eat in a clay container. ‘Angels visit the home where clay utensils are 
used.’ (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 495) 

15. Do not place the bowl of curry or that of sauce etc. on the bread. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 9, pp. 495) 

16. Do not wipe the hands or clean knives with bread. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 495) 

17. It is a Sunnah to eat at a dining-mat laid on the floor. Do not eat while leaning 
against anything or bare-headed or leaning one hand on the ground or with shoes 
on or when lying down or while sitting cross-legged. 

18. If bread is served on the dining-mat before the curry, one should begin eating the 
bread without waiting for the curry to be served. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 490) 

19. Eat a little salt or something salty both prior to and subsequent to eating the food as 
this protects against seventy diseases. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 491 ) 
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20. Do not break the bread with one hand as this is a practice of the arrogant. 

21. Hold the bread in the left hand and break it with the right one as this is a Sunnah. 
Make a habit of breaking the bread above the plate or the container so that the crumbs 
of the bread fall onto the food, otherwise the crumbs, if fall on the dining-mat, will 
go to waste. 

22. Eat with the right hand as eating, drinking, taking and giving with the left hand is a 
practice of Satan. 


Make a habit of eating with three fingers 

23. Eat with three fingers; the middle finger, the index one and the thumb as this is a 
Sunnah of the Prophets vsui In order to make a habit of eating with three 
fingers you may do the following: Bend the ring finger and wrap a rubber band 
around it or take a small piece of bread in the palm and hold it with the ring finger 
and the little one or do both simultaneously. Once you get used to it, you will no 
longer need to adopt the techniques described above. Sayyiduna Mulla ‘All Qari 
Aji has stated, ‘It is a practice of the greedy to eat with five fingers.’ 

(Mirat-ul-Manafih, vol. 8, pp. 9) However, one may use four or five fingers to eat if the 
grains of rice are separated and it is impossible to eat with three fingers. 


Breaking crust of bread 

24. It is Israf to leave the outer crust [harder part] and only eat the soft part from the 
centre of the bread. However, if the crust (sides or corners of the bread) is not 
properly cooked, and is injurious to one’s health one can break it off and leave it 
without eating. Similarly, it is also permissible to leave it when it is likely that others 
will eat it and it will not go to waste. The same ruling will be applied if one wishes 
to eat only the fluffier and softer part of the bread leaving the rest. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, 
pp. 18, 19, part 16) 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


204 


Intestines are not a substitute for teeth 

25. Eat small morsels chewing properly and avoid chomping. If food is swallowed without 
being chewed properly, the intestines would be overburdened. Remember intestines 
are not a substitute for teeth. 

26. Stretching out the hand or picking up the next morsel before the previous one has 
been completely swallowed is a sign of greed. 

27. It is highly despicable to bite bread. This is also a cause of deprivation of blessings in 
sustenance. Moreover, eating whilst standing is a practice of the non-Muslims. 

(Sunni Bahashti Zaywar, pp. 565) 


Fruits be consumed first 

28. Fruits are commonly eaten after the meal, whereas Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam 
Muhammad Ghazali has stated, ‘If there are fruits at mealtime, they 

should be served and consumed before food as eating them before food is more 
beneficial from medical point of view. As fruits digest faster, they should be in the 
lower part of the stomach. Moreover, fruits have been mentioned first even in the 
glorious Quran. Therefore, Allah Js-sS^ says in the 20-21 verse of Surah Al-Waqi’ah: 



And fruits that they may like. And meat of birds that they may wish. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 27, Surah Al-Waqi’ah, verse 20-21) 
(Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 21) 


Imam Ahmad Raza Khan (u^jJiSa^-sU. has narrated, ‘To eat watermelon before food 
eradicates diseases from the root and purges the bowels.’ 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), vol. 5, pp. 442) 



Manners of Eating 


205 


Do not find fault with food 

29. Do not find fault with food by making such comments as, ‘It is not tasty, ‘It is still 
raw’, ‘It does not have enough salt’, ‘It is too spicy etc. If you like it, eat it, if not, leave 
it. However, if one intends to give some advice to the cook one may do so privately 
in a polite manner. 

Finding fault with fruits is despicable 

30. To find fault with natural fruits is more despicable compared to the food cooked by 
humans as there is more human involvement in the preparation of food while the 
case is not the same in the growing of fruits. 

31. Do not eat from the centre of the container as blessing descends at the centre. 

32. Eat from the side of the plate [container] that is closest to you and do not stretch out 
your hand everywhere in the plate. 

33. However, if the plate etc. contains many items, one may eat them by stretching out 
his hand. 




Converse virtuously while eating 

34. It is a practice of the fire-worshippers to remain quiet while eating considering it a 
good deed. However, if one does not feel like talking there is no harm in staying 
quiet. Furthermore, useless talking is never liked. Therefore, one should talk virtuously 
and righteously while eating. For example, whenever one is eating at home with his 
family-members or guests, one should tell the Sunnahs of eating food and drinking 
water. I wish that the photocopies of these Madani pearls regarding eating be 
displayed at the dining area in the form of frames or in any other proper way and be 
read aloud, at meal times. 
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35. Do not talk about disgusting things during the meal. For instance, avoid talking about 
vomit, diarrhoea, stool etc. 

36. Do not stare at the food others are eating. 

Give good pieces of meat to others 

37. Some people do inappropriate acts while eating. For instance, taking the good pieces 
of meat for oneself or eating big morsels hurriedly while eating collectively fearing 
that one might remain hungry or taking more food to one’s side or depriving others 
in any way. All these are the practices of the inconsiderate and the greedy. If one 
leaves good things for his family-members or others with the intention of self- 
sacrifice, one will be greatly rewarded 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs Jtss sbi has stated, 
‘Whoever desired a thing and then preferred others to have it preventing his desire, 
will be forgiven by Allah J (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 9, pp. 779) 


Virtues of eating fallen grains 

38. If grains or morsels of food fall during the meal, pick them up, wipe them clean and 
eat them as there are glad tidings of forgiveness for the one doing so. 

39. It is stated in Hadis that whoever picks up grains of food which have fallen on the 
dining-mat and eats them will live a life of affluence and his offspring and the 
offspring of his offspring will be protected from unwisdom. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, 
pp. Ill, Hadis 40815) 

40. Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall has narrated, ‘Pick 

up (and eat) the pieces and particles of bread, you will get affluent, The 

children will be born safe and free from disabilities. Furthermore, the pieces of bread 
will serve as a dowry of heavenly maidens.’ (ifiya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 7) 

41. It is permissible to pick up and kiss a fallen piece of bread. 

42. It is permissible to feed the grains and particles of food fallen on the dining-mat to 
chickens, birds, cows or goats etc. One can also put them at a place where ants can 
consume them. 
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Blowing on food is prohibited 

43. One should not blow on hot steamy food or tea etc. to cool it as this causes the 
blessing to be removed. Do not eat very hot food. Wait a little so that the food can 
be eaten easily. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 491) 

44. Drink water with the right hand during the meal. As the right hand is usually stained 
with food during the meal, some people hold the glass in the left hand whilst drinking 
water and only touch a finger of the right hand to it, assuming that they are drinking 
water with the right hand. This should be avoided. 

Learn how to sip water 

45. One should recite ^ before drinking water or any other permissible 

beverage. Sip water in small gulps ensuring that no sound is produced. Drinking 
water or any beverage in big gulps can cause liver disease. After one has finished, 
one should say Regretfully, there would be hardly anyone who would be 

practising the Sunnah of drinking water by sipping. Practice and adopt this Sunnah. 

46. One should stop eating whilst he is still a little hungry. 


Taste remains up to root of tongue only 

47. It is not a Sunnah to eat in excess. If one desires to eat excessively he should ponder 
over the fact that the taste of food lasts just for a few seconds. As soon as the food 
reaches the throat the taste is no more. Therefore, it is not wise to forgo a Sunnah just 
for relishing the taste that only lasts for a few moments. Further, gluttony can result 
in sluggishness, laziness in worship, indigestion, obesity in some people, constipation, 
gas, diabetes and heart diseases. 

48. After eating, one should lick fingers clean thrice. Lick the middle finger first, then 
the index one and then the thumb thrice each. After eating, the Holy Prophet 

J* would lick his blessed fingers clean thrice. (Shamail-ut-Tirmin, pp. 61, 

Hadis 138) 
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Lick plate clean 

49. Lick the plate clean. It is stated in a Hadis that whoever licks the plate after eating, 
the plate makes the following Dua for him, ‘May Almighty Allah JmS*- free you 
from the fire of Hell as you have freed me from Satan.’ ( Kanz-ul-‘Um>ml, vol. 15, pp. ill, 
Hadis 40822) Another narration says that the utensil seeks forgiveness for him. 

(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 14, Hadis 3271) 

50. After one has eaten food and licked fingers and utensils clean, one should pour 
some water into the container and drink that water [so that remnants of food can be 
collected and consumed]. By doing so, one will be reaping the reward of emancipating 
a slave. (Ihya-ul-‘Uliim, vol. 2, pp. 7) 


Method of drinking water from licked plate 

51. After one has licked the plate etc. clean and drunk the water that one poured into it, 
make sure that no bits of food and no drops of soup etc. remains in it. One should 
pour a little water from the top edge of the plate, and then rinse it using his finger. 
Repeating this twice or thrice will ensure that no particle of food remains in the 
plate, j^djtet- 2 , 6 ]. 

52. Even after drinking the water, one should use the fingers to gather the remaining 
drops of water and then drink them. Let it not be that just a single particle of spice 
goes to waste, taking away the blessing of food with it. It is stated in a Hadis, ‘You 
do not know which portion of the food contains blessings.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 11123, 
Hadis 1023) 

53. In the same way, one should also clean other utensils like food-stained pots, eating & 
serving spoons, jugs, glasses and cups stained with tea, coffee and fruit juices etc. 
Clean them so that no particle of food remains on them reaping many blessings. 

54. To throw away and waste a Muslim’s leftover water despite it being in drinkable state 
is Israf (i.e. waste) which is Haram. (SunniBahashtiZaywar, pp. 567) 

55. At the end, one should say In addition, if one has known by heart 

supplications stated in the Quran and Ahadls, one should also recite them. 

56. After eating, one should wash hands with soap so that oil and smell would be properly 
washed away. 
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Passing hand over certain parts of body after eating is Sunnah 

57. It is stated in a Hadis that after eating, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* 

washed his hands and then passed his wet hands over his wrists, mouth and head. 
He J* then said to his companion ‘O Ikrash! This is how 

Wudu is made after eating the thing touched by fire (i.e. the food cooked on fire).’ 

(JamV TirmizT, vol. 3, pp. 335, Hadis 1855) 

58. It is a Sunnah to pick one’s teeth after eating. 

Previous sins are forgiven 

59. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah Jua dii J* has stated, 

‘Whoever eats food and recites the following Du’a afterwards, will be forgiven for all 
of his previous sins.’ The Du’a is as follows: 

0 Cs"' (J(Jy? S >\ 

All glorification is for Almighty Allah Who has fed me and has granted me 
sustenance without my skill and strength. 

(TirmizT, vol. 5, pp. 284) 


60. Recite the following supplication after eating: 

IjlLsls-J \j\JL mj 

I express gratitude to Almighty Allah Who made us eat and drink and has made us 
Muslims. 

(Sunan AbTDawud, vol. 3, pp. 513, Hadis 3850) 


61. If someone else has provided the food, one should also recite the following supplication: 
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Ya Allah Js-sSs-! Feed the one who has fed me and provide the one with drink who has 
provided me with drink. 

(SahTh Muslim, pp. 136, Hadis 2055) 

62. Also recite the following supplication after eating: 



Ya Allah jfcsSs grant Barakah [blessing] in this food for us, and feed us better 
food than this. 

(Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 3, pp. 475, Hadis 3730) 


63. Recite the following after drinking milk: 



Ya Allah J&SM Grant us Barakah [blessing] in this, and grant us more than this. 

(Sunan AbiDawiid, vol. 3, pp. 475, Hadis 3730) 


64. The Noble Prophet j* very much liked halvah [a type of dessert], 

honey, vinegar, date, watermelon, cucumber and squash. 

65. He JUs«ul:s»u.jtsJ4iiiJ* liked the pieces of mutton from the shoulders, neck and loin 
areas of the animal. 

66. At times, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet ib-sfe Jts abi J* would eat dates with 

watermelon or with cucumber or bread. 

67. Rasulullah j* very much liked to eat the food present at the bottom of 

the cooking pot. 
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68. The Holy Prophet very much liked Sarld in which pieces of bread are 

mixed with gravy. 

69. Eating with one finger is a practice of Satan and eating with two fingers is that of the 
arrogant. The practice of the Prophets .visJij^sU. is to eat with three fingers. 

How much should one eat? 

70. One should divide one’s hunger into three parts. One part should be for food, one 
for water and one for air. For example, if one becomes full after eating three breads, 
he should consume one bread, drink water in place of the second bread, and leave 
the rest for air. Although it is Mubah, not a sin, to eat till one is full, many worldly 
and religious benefits and blessings lie in eating less. Try it and see for yourself. Your 
stomach will be so much healthier that you will be astonished. May Allah JsAs- grant 
us the assistance to observe Madani guard on the stomach, which is to guard the 
stomach from Haram things and gluttony. 

<yS\ 


Taking siesta is Sunnah 

71. Take a siesta after having lunch. To take a siesta is a Sunnah, especially for those 
who perform worship at night. It facilitates night worship. It is also beneficial to 
have a walk after dinner. According to doctors, one should walk at least 150 steps 
after dinner. 

72. Do recite after eating. 

73. Do not rise unless the dining-mat has been removed. 

74. Wash your hands thoroughly after eating and wipe them dry. One can also use soap. 

75. It is prohibited to wipe hands dry with paper. 

76. It is permissible to wipe hands clean with a towel but one should not wipe hands with 
the clothes that one is wearing. 
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Acts causing deprivation of blessings 

77. KhalIl-ul-‘Ulama Shaykh Mufti Muhammad Khalil Khan Barakati has 

stated, ‘To wash hands in the plate etc. in which he has eaten the food removes 
blessing from the food. Similarly, wiping washed hands dry with one’s shirt, pants 
[pyjama] or scarf also results in the removal of blessing.’ (Sunni Bahashff Zaywar, pp. 578) 

78. One should avoid taking vigorous exercise, lifting or dragging heavy objects and 
doing physically tough activities right after consuming the food, as this may cause 
appendicitis, intestinal problems and a bulged belly. 

79. Recite aloud only when every one has finished eating, otherwise, recite it in 

low voice. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 490) Take the same care whilst reciting the post¬ 
eating Du’as, as the other person (who is still eating) may be embarrassed if you 
recite Du’as aloud. 

How is it to eat fruit from someone else’s tree? 

80. If someone enters an orchard and finds fruits lying on the ground he cannot eat 
them without the permission of the owner of the orchard. There are two types of 
permissions. One is explicit, whereas the other is implicit. In the first case, the owner 
grants permission to the visitors to eat the fruits fallen on the ground in clearly 
stated terms. In the second case, the permission is implied, that is, it’s customary for 
the visitors to eat the fruit that has fallen on the ground and the owner does not stop 
them from doing so. 

It is not permissible for a visitor or a stranger to pluck the fruit from the tree and eat 
it. However, it will be permissible to do so provided that the fruits are aplenty and 
it is quite obvious that the owner will not resent even if someone plucks fruits 
from his orchard and eat. Still, it is not allowed to take the fruit out of the orchard. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 5, pp. 229) 

The ruling of eating fruits in all the foregoing cases depends upon norms and 
customs. If the norms and customs are not known or it is obvious that the owner 
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would resent, it is not permissible to eat even the fallen fruits, let alone plucking 
and eating. 

How is it to eat without permission? 

81. If one enters the house of his friend and takes the liberty to eat food without his 
permission or enters his friend’s orchard where he plucks a fruit and eats it, it will 
be permissible provided he knows that his friend would not resent. However, one 
must ponder over it thoroughly because at times, one is under the impression that 
his friend will not resent but, in fact, he resents. (Fatawa 'Alamgm, vol. 5, pp. 229) 

82. It is forbidden to eat the spinal cord of the sacrificed animal. One should carefully 
remove it from the neck, ribs and the back bone before preparing food. 

83. As the chicken spinal cord is very thin and is extremely difficult to be removed, there 
is no harm even if it is cooked with the food. However, it should not be consumed. 
Similarly, one should not also eat the neck muscle and black strand like blood veins 
of the chicken. 

84. It is also Makruh Tahrlml to eat the glands of the sacrificed animal. One should, 
therefore, remove them before cooking. 

Heart of chicken 

85. Do not throw away the heart of the chicken. One should cut it open vertically in four 
pieces or in any other proper way, and then wash away the inside blood thoroughly. 
It can then be cooked with the food. 

Do not eat cooked blood vessels 

86. Though the blood remaining in the meat of a sacrificed animal is pure, it is forbidden 
to consume it. Thoroughly inspect and clean the areas of the meat where blood is 
likely to remain, for example, the neck, the drumsticks and the leg pieces of the 
chicken. Remove these blood vessels which turn black when cooked. 
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Do not say ‘do 4JJI 


1> 


87. Let’s suppose, for example, a person is consuming food and another person enters. 
The eating person offers the other person to join in the meal but he replies saying 
Do ‘cJJl it is strictly forbidden to give this reply on this occasion. Instead of 
saying this, one should utter the words of Du’a such as ‘May Allah give you 
Barakah [blessing] etc.’ ( Bahar-e-Sharfat, part 16, pp. 32) 


It is Haram to eat rotten meat 

88. It is Haram to eat rotten meat. Similarly, one cannot eat the food that has turned 
bad (rotten). If the food has turned frothy or foul smell emanates from it or fungus 
has grown over it; then most likely the food has gone off. Curries made of lentils can 
rot quickly. 

Green chillies 

89. If possible, reuse the green and red chillies, cloves, cinnamon and other spices usually 
cooked with food. If possible, after the cooking, separate and store them instead of 
throwing them away. One can also grind and reuse them. 


What should one do with leftover bread? 

90. To throw away the leftover food or bread is Israf [wasting]. Feed this to the fowls, 
sheep and cows. One can also cook these breads with gravy, and it would be a very 
delicious meal, j«v- di)idL_a&i. 


How is it to eat crab or small shrimp? 

91. Except fish, all other animals found in water are Haram to consume. If a fish died 
naturally without being hunted and floats upside down, it is Haram to eat it. It is 
also Haram to eat crabs. As for eating shrimps scholars have different opinion in 


It is an expression that is commonly used by Urdu speaking people. [Translator’s Note] 
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this regard. Although permissible, one should still refrain from consuming shrimps 
as it is better to do so. 

92. A dead locust is Halal. It is Halal to eat fish and locust; one is not required to 
slaughter them. 

Ya Allah Js-sS^! Forgive us, grant us the capability of reading this book as many times as 
we memorize the Sunnahs and the manners of eating food. Also grant us the capability 
to act upon them. 






all! 



<Jp Ijlvs 
IjjJj 
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Brain tumour 

An Islamic brother from Sukkur (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) has given the following statement 
under oath: A person from our area had brain tumour and had already undergone two 
surgeries. He was in a pitiable condition. Even doctors had expressed disappointment. 
Meanwhile, someone advised him to get Ta’wizat-e-Attariyyah but his family members 
did not pay attention to it because of his miserable condition. 

One day, his younger brother, worried and grieved, came to the stall of Ta’wizat-e-Attariyyan 
and said tearfully, ‘The elder brother is in extremely critical condition; it seems tonight is 
the last night of his life. He no longer recognizes anyone, and is having severe difficulty 
in breathing; please, give me any Ta’wlz for him.’ Comforting him, the Islamic brother 
of the Majlis said: ‘Don’t be disappointed; Allah is the giver of the cure. Take these 
Ta’wlzat with you; many patients suffering from such diseases declared incurable by 
doctors have been cured by the blessings of these Ta’wlzat.’ 

The next day, his brother, with a happy look on his face, came to the stall and said, 
‘Going home, as I tied the Ta’wlz to the head of my ill brother (who seemed to be taking 
the last breaths of his life), he opened his eyes within a few minutes, leaving all the 
family-members astonished. He then gestured to the family-members to make him sit. 
sjyxsS\\ He has now started taking food as well.’ 

Two days later, the brain-tumour affected Islamic brother came to the stall of Ta’wlzat-e- 
Attariyyah on his foot to meet the responsible Islamic brothers of the stall and told them 
that his condition had improved 75 percent, 




r 


Ineffective advice 

It is narrated that the advice of the one whose stomach is full has no effect (on others) 
and when he is given advice, his mind refuses to accept it. (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. l, pp. 178) 


\ „ 
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3 5 ^ i. yi ^ 3 ^ J 4-A-^ O^A^cJ^ 

^_j>-JJ\ Q-i-^-JJ\ 4-AJ^ qW X Jz. )\ ^Jl5 L \jsx*'i LS#^ 

Foods of Jinns 


Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 4# 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah Jws-jhs^JtsSiiij* 
has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me hundred times on the day and night of Friday, 
Allah will fulfill his hundred needs out of which seventy will be of the Hereafter and 
thirty will be of the world.’ (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 1, pp. 256, Hadis 2239) 


J (jp (JUo alll JL^» e-JLil <Jp ly^ 5 


Delegation of jinns visited the Holy Prophet 4# 

Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud as*. Jitf iAi has narrated that a delegation of 
jinns once came to the court of the Holy Prophet JUs-ta-sfej* and requested him to 
prevent his Ummah from using bones, dung and charcoal for cleaning their private parts 
after defecation or urination as Allah Js-sS^ has put their [i.e. jinns’] sustenance into 
bones, dung and coal. Therefore, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet M s 4= -&■ JM *&' J* 
prohibited his Ummah (from using the above things for this purpose). (Sunan Abi Dawud, 
vol. 1, pp. 48, Hadis 39) 




L r *L i £-\ <Jp Ijlvs 
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Population of jinns 

Dear Islamic brothers! Jinns are also a creation of Allah J*sK They have been created 
from fire. They eat, drink and even get married. Their population is nine-fold more than 
that of humans. Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bikali && jsSaisi has stated, ‘Whenever a human is born, 
nine jinns are also born.’ (Jami’-ul-Bayan, vol. 9, pp. 85, HadTs 24803) 


Jinns at dining-mat of Muslims 

Shaykh Jalaluddln Suyuti Shafi’i ^ has quoted from a Tabi’I saint \kst-o-, 

‘Muslim jinns live on the roofs of the houses of all Muslims. When the dining-mat is laid 
in the house, and the family-members begin eating in the afternoon and evening, the 
jinns also come down from the roof and join in the meal. Allah J«S£ makes these jinns 
drive the wicked ones off.’ (Luqt-ul-Marjan, pp. 44) 


Snake whispers to the Holy Prophet &r 

Sayyiduna Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah au. Jtss *ii has stated, ‘Once I was accompanying the 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* when a snake suddenly came and stood next 

to him. Then, drawing its mouth closer to the Holy Prophet’s blessed ear, it whispered 
something privately to him. The Noble Prophet jiaiAij* replied, ‘That’s all right!’ 

The snake then left. I inquired about the snake, so Rasulullah j* told me, ‘It 

was a jinn and has urged me to prevent my Ummah from using old bones and dung for 
cleaning after relieving themselves, as this has been made their [the jinns’] sustenance by 
Allah Js-sSt.’ (Luqt-ul-Marjan, pp. 46) 


Dear Islamic brothers! These narrations show that even the jinns used to plead and 
beseech our Noble Prophet jtssdsi j* for the solution to their problems. These 

accounts also show that bones and dung are the foods of the jinns. It is Makruh to use 
bones, dung and coal for cleaning [after relieving oneself]. Here is another narration in 
the same context. 
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Dark jinns 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud has narrated, ‘Before the Hijrah [the Prophet’s 

migration to Madinah] once the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* and I went 

to the outskirts of Makkah. Drawing a line for me, the Noble Prophet j* 

instructed, ‘Neither speak to anyone until I return nor get afraid if you see something.’ 
Walking a few steps he then sat down. Suddenly, a group of dark men (who seemed to 
be Ethiopians) came to him. They came in the appearance as Allah Almighty has 
described: 



It was impending that those jinn may crowd upon him. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Al-Jinn, verse 19) 


Then they began to depart saying, ‘Ya Rasulallah JUs-absfcjirfdii J*, our home is very far 
from here and we will now leave. Please, grant us some provisions for our journey.’ The 
Holy Prophet i<j* said, ‘Dung is your food. The bones you touch will have meat 

on them for you, and the dung you go near will transform into dates for you.’ When 
they departed, I asked as to who those people were? The Noble Prophet J* 

replied, ‘They were jinns from the city of Naslbln.’ (Luqt-ul-Marjan, pp. 47) 


Shahanshah-o-gada jinn-o-bashar aurAuliya 
Hay sab ka tayray iukron per guzara Yd Rasulallah J* 

Rich, poor; jinn, men and Auliya j 

All live on your endowments, Yd Rasulallah (J*h ibsi&JtsSaii 


(Jp (JUo alll (Jp 


Jinns are scared of lemons 

It is stated in QadI ‘All Bin Hasan KhalTs biography that jinns would often visit him but 
once they came to meet him after an unusually long period of time. When asked about 
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the reason for their long absence, the jinns explained, ‘You had a lemon at your house 
and we do not enter the house in which there are lemons.’ ( Luqt-ul-Marjan, pp. 103) 

Jinns fear white rooster 

Here are two sayings of the Beloved and Blessed Rasul 

1. Keep a white rooster (in home) as neither Satan nor magicians would come near the 
home, and near its surrounding ones, where there’s a white rooster. (Mu 'jam Awsat, 
vol. 1, pp. 1201, Hadis 677) 

2. ‘Do not speak ill of the white rooster as I am its friend and it is mine. Its enemy is 
my enemy. It drives jinns off as far as its voice reaches.’ ( Luqt-ul-Marjan, pp. 165) 

Fodder for animals of jinns 

A delegation of jinns once came to the court of the Holy Prophet J* and 

requested him to provide sustenance for them as well as for their animals. The Noble 
Prophet J* said, ‘For you is the bone upon which the name of Allah Js-sS^ is 

mentioned, i.e. the bone must be from a Halal and pure animal. The meatless bone will 
become full of meat for you [in other words, you will receive the bone with meat on it]. 
And every dropping is the fodder for your animals.’ Then he JUs«abs»fe J* ordered 
humans, ‘Do not use bones and droppings for cleaning [after relieving yourself] as these 
are the provisions for your brethren (Muslim jinns).’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 236, Hadis 450) 


Jinns even kidnap people! 

Once an Ansari 1 companion was kidnapped by some jinns at night as he left 

his home for Salat-ul-‘Isha. He was kept in captivity for several years. Having been 
released, when he returned to Madlnah, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam asked 

him what had happened. The Ansari companion told his story: 


The companions, who lived in Madlnah, known for their help to the companions who migrated from Makkah. 

[Translator’s Note] 




Foods of Jinns 


221 


‘[Non-Muslim] jinns abducted me. I remained in captivity for a long time. Thereafter, 
Muslim jinns made Jihad [and fought] against them. I was one of the many captured [by 
the Muslim jinns]. Consulting each other the Muslim jinns finally decided not to hold 
me in captivity as I was a Muslim. Therefore, they gave me the option either to stay with 
them or to return to my family. I chose to return to my family; so they brought me back 
to Madlnah.’ 

Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam &&.<$£ dsA&a- then inquired about their foods, the Ansari 
companion is*. informed, ‘They would eat beans and the foods upon which the 

name of Allah is not mentioned.’ [i.e. the food consumed by someone without 
reciting <UJI pA_j]. When inquired about their drinks, the Ansari companion 
replied, ‘Jadaf.’ (Hayat-ul-Haywdn-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 295) 

‘Jadaf either refers to a kind of Yemini grass which quenches thirst as it is eaten or it 
refers to the container of water etc. which is left uncovered.’ ( An-Nihayah fl Gharib al-Hadis 
wal-Asr, vol. 1, pp. 240) 


Protection from jinns and magic 

Dear Islamic brothers! This parable reveals that the non-Muslim jinns eat beans and the 
foods upon which aJJI is not recited. Further, they also eat and drink from the 
container left uncovered (with food in it). Furthermore, we have also learnt that jinns 
can abduct humans. This is indeed alarming [to know] because whole army battalions 
and weaponry are of no use in safeguarding oneself from them. For this, one requires 
Madam weapons. Therefore, four ‘Madam weapons’ are presented to safeguard ourselves 
from the wickedness of jinns. These are quoted from the pocket-sized booklet, ‘Forty 
Spiritual Cures’, published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah: 




U 


Anyone who recites ^2^ 29 times daily (at any time during the 

day) will be guarded from calamities and afflictions, JLfeTLi&j. 
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2 . 


j35Q 


Anyone who recites Q seven times, at the time of ‘Asr, will be 
protected from calamities and afflictions, 


3. 




Magic will not have any effect upon anyone who recites AlJ> LS 
seven times daily and blows on himself, 


4. 


\J 


Anyone who makes a routine of reciting jjls U whilst washing every 
organ during Wudu, cannot be abducted by his enemies (from 
amongst humans and jinns) (In addition to reciting 

jill u recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI while washing every organ during 
Wudu, as it is Mustahab). Recite also the invocations for protection 
permitted by your Shaykh 1 . 


Jinns can kill people 

At times, Muslim jinns also punish wicked humans, as recorded by Ibn ‘Aqil in his book 
‘ Kitab-ul-Funun ‘We had a home. Anyone staying there at night would be found dead 
in the morning. Then, a Muslim [who had come from the western areas] bought the house 
and slept there at night. To people’s utter astonishment, nothing happened to him. He 
lived in the house comfortably for a long time, and then moved to a different abode. 

When asked as to how he remained alive in the house where many others were killed, he 
replied, ‘During the night I would recite the Holy Quran after Salat-ul-Tsha. Once, as I 
was busy reciting the Quran as usual, a strange young man came out from the well [near 
the home] and greeted me with Salam. I was afraid but he asked me not to be. He then 
requested me to teach him the Quran. Therefore, I began teaching him. Then I asked him 
about the house. He revealed, ‘We are Muslim jinns; we recite the Holy Quran and offer 
Salali. Usually, alcoholics and wicked people came to stay here; therefore we strangled 


1 Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat -MU3' has compiled the Sh ajar ah Qadiriyyah Razawiyyah ‘Attariyyah in Urdu 

language. It lists several invocations for protection. At the time of the writing of this account, this Shajarak has 
been translated into many languages including Arabic, Sindhi, Hindi, Gujrati, English and French. Amir-e-Ahl-e- 
Sunnat has given all his Murids [disciples] and Talibln permission to read the invocations stated in 

the Shajarak. This pocket-sized Shajarak may be purchased from any branch of Maktaba-tul Madlnah. 
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them to death.’ I told him that I was somewhat scared of him and requested him to come 
during the day. He assured me that he would do that. Thereafter, he would come out 
from the well during the day and I would teach him. 

One day while I was teaching him the Holy Quran, an exorcist came to our area 
announcing that he had invocations for curing snake bites, warding off the evil-eye and 
exorcising ghost etc. 

The jinn asked, ‘Who is this man?’ I said, ‘He is an exorcist (i.e. one who recites 
invocations and blows on people to relieve them of afflictions).’ The jinn said, ‘Bring 
him here.’ So I brought him in. Suddenly, the jinn transformed into a serpent (i.e. a 
snake). The exorcist read something and blew towards the serpent, causing it to writhe 
and fall down onto the centre of the house. The exorcist then captured and entrapped 
the serpent in his basket. I tried to stop him but he said, ‘This is my prey! I’ll take it.’ I 
gave him a gold coin so he left the serpent. 

After the exorcist left, the serpent transformed back into jinn but he had become weak 
and turned pale. I inquired, ‘What happened?’ He replied, ‘The exorcist recited the holy 
names and blew towards me, causing this condition of mine. I had no hopes of remaining 
alive. When you hear screams from the well, leave this place.’ Ibn ‘Aqll continues that 
the man said, ‘I heard the screams during the night, so I left the house in the morning.’ 
(Luqf-ul-Marjan, pp. 105) 

Dear Islamic brothers! This terrifying narrative illustrates that at times mere joking can 
turn quite costly. It seems that the jinn transformed into the monstrous snake only to 
tease the exorcist, but the exorcist turned out to be perfect in his art and made such a 
powerful blow on the snake reciting the holy names that it put the life of the jinn in 
jeopardy. Therefore, we should refrain from teasing anyone assuming them to be weak. 

This narrative also contains a lesson that one should refrain from every type of sin as the 
nuisance of sins can result in troubles even in the world, like the alcoholics and sinners 
were strangled to death by jinns. Those who watch movies, dramas and commit various 
sinful activities should take lesson from this parable, and fear being harmed by any jinn 
because of their transgressions. 
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Another lesson this narrative contains is that the worship and recitation of the Holy 
Quran avert difficulties. Like the jinn of the mysterious house who would strangle people 
became a student of the Muslim who offered Sal ah and recited the Quran. Therefore, 
keep your homes fragrant with the scent of Sal ah, Quran recitation and Na’ats. Avoid 
movies and songs. You will reap great blessings. 

To learn how to refrain from sins and perform worship properly, make it your habit to 
travel with the Madani Qafilah regularly with the devotees of the Rasul. In this way, you 
will not only reap countless blessings of the Hereafter but also be guarded from worldly 
calamities, J 4 . 5 jiJlJifTl_s. 6 i. 


Spinal cord compression got cured 

An Islamic brother from Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi [Pakistan] has stated that in 2001 he 
had spinal cord compression which caused severe pain. He tried several medical treatments 
but was not cured. Doctors told him that an operation was the only option, but there 
was no surety about the success of the operation. Luckily, as a result of the individual 
effort of an Islamic brother, he travelled with a 30-day Madani Qafilah. JJsJi By 

the blessing of the Madani Qafilah, his spinal cord compression was healed without an 
operation and he was relieved of severe pain. 

Gar koT marz hay to mayrl ‘arz hay 
Pao gey rahatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dard-e-sar ho agar yd ho dard-e-kamar 
Pao gey sihhatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

Have any illness, to find easiness; let’s travel in the Qafilah 
Have any aches, to find wellness; let’s travel in the Qafilah 

JUJ ail! 


Dear Islamic brothers! How blessed the Madani Qafilah is! Here, I would like to make it 
clear that although it is expected that one’s problems may be solved by the blessing of 
travelling with Madani Qafilahs, there is no surety about it as these matters depend upon 
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the divine will. People spend thousands of dollars on medical treatment despite having 
no surety about the cure. No one gives up medical treatment even if he is not cured. 

Some even die despite having best treatments, yet no one opposes those treatments. 
Therefore, even if the illness does not go away by travelling with a Madani Qafilah, one 
should not be deceived by the Satanic whisper [Waswasah], [Remember!] While travelling 
with a Madani Qafilah, one should also make the intentions of acquiring religious 
knowledge and gaining reward of the Hereafter in addition to the intention of seeking 
solution to one’s worldly problems. 

Keep in mind that cure is a blessing, and illness is also a means of mercy. Therefore, we 
should be patient in every state. There are several virtues of illness and difficulty. The 
fortunate Muslims earn multitude of rewards by being patient during these trials. Here 
is an account that exhibits these virtues. 

Staying blind is fine by me 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Abu Basir was a blind person. He has stated, ‘Once I 

visited Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Baqir He passed his hands over my eyes, 

restoring my eyesight. Then, he passed his hands over my eyes again, making me blind 
again.’ 

He then asked me, ‘Which condition would you prefer; being able to see and then facing 
accountability on the Judgement Day for it as well as for all your other deeds or remaining 
blind and then entering Paradise without accountability?’ Sayyiduna Abu Basir 
replied, ‘I prefer an entry into Paradise without being held accountable and I am willing 
to Stay blind.’ (Shawahid-un-Nubuwwah, pp. 241) 

(Jp (JUo all! q-JLiM <Jp IjL*? 


Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize the spiritual power of the saints of Allah Js-sSM By 
divinely-bestowed authority, they can give sight to the blind and glad tidings of entry 
into Paradise. Further, we have also learnt that one attains huge reward by having patience 
on facing hardship. 
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A Hadis Qudsi contains glad tidings of entry into Paradise for the one having patience 
on losing eyesight. Therefore, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet Jtai&i j* has stated 

that Allah JmS*- has said, ‘If I take away the eyes (i.e. sight) of My servant and he remains 
patient I will grant Paradise to him in exchange for his eyes.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 6, 
Hadis 5653) 


Tut ay jo sar pay koh-e-bala, sabr kar 
Ay Musalman! Na tu dagmaga, sabr kar 
Lab pay harf-e-shikdyat na la, sabr kar 
Kay yeh Sunnat-e-Shah-e-Abrar hay 

Calamities though may befall 
Waver not, be patient through 'em all 
O Muslim, hold the lips from complain 
This is the Sunnah, in trials and pain 
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3 5^ 1 ya O j d—Lj o^-*«^-5^ 

q^-j>-J_S\ dJLj\ qH ^ ■£. q-^> AJLS\-j Sj-g-lA 

99 Parables 


Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi ($& 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JU^sssfc Jtai&i J* has stated, ‘When the day of Thursday comes, Allah Js-sS^ sends His angels 
who have papers made of silver and pens made of gold. They write the names of those 
who recite Salat on me in abundance on the day of Thursday and the night of Friday.’ 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. l,pp. 250, Hadis 2174) 

x^- (Jp (JUdi all! JL^s c-JL^-! <Jp 1^L^> 


1. Three birds 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik 4i£.J(sS*ii&#v has narrated, ‘Once someone gifted some birds to 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet He gave one of the birds 

to his maid for cooking and consuming. The next day, she brought the bird with her. 
Seeing this, the Holy Prophet JUs^W6jfcs*ii J* said, ‘Did I not order you not to save anything 
for tomorrow. Undoubtedly, Allah grants sustenance every day.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 2, pp. 118, Hadis 1347) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




c_JL-^-! <jp !jJ^ 
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Saving things for next day 

Dear Islamic brothers! The Noble Prophet (sSafcij* had the greatest level of trust 

in Allah He j* never saved food for himself for the next day. He never 

gave Zakah because he never accumulated any wealth and Zakah never became Fard for 
him. A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘[The Prophet] Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khalilullah ran a knife 

over the neck of his son. [The saint Ibrahim Bin] Adham made Dua to 

Allah for his son, Ibrahim, ‘Ya Allah JmS^! May he die because I became heedless of 
You for a moment when I kissed him.’ 

This was the enthusiasm and love of these eminent personalities who believed in 
sacrificing every such thing that keeps them away from their Creator. Sayyiduna Abu 
Zar Ghifari was an ascetic saint of the highest degree. The following couplet is 

a reflexion of his sentiments. 

Kauri na rakh kafan ko, taj dal mal-o-dhan ko 
Jis nay diya hay tan ko, day ga wohT kafan ko 

(Translation: Don’t save anything even for shroud and stay away from wealth. The One 
who has granted you sustenance will grant you a shroud as well). 

Bear in mind that it is not Haram to accumulate Halal (i.e. lawfully-earned) wealth. 
Therefore, the honourable Mufti 1^1 sJbi has further stated that it is Halal to 

accumulate wealth and leave it after death provided Zakah, Fitrah, slaughtering [of 
animals] and the rights of people were fulfilled from it. (Mirat-ul-Manajrh, vol. 3, pp. 88-89) 

2. Dead goat rose twitching its ear 

Sayyiduna Ka’b Bin Malik has narrated, ‘Sayyiduna Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah &&Js&isiSc¬ 
once came to the court of the Holy Prophet j*. He noticed weakness from 

his facial expressions. He immediately went home where he told his wife, ‘Today I have 
noticed a change on the blessed face of the Noble Prophet J*, and I think it 

is because of hunger. Do you have anything?’ She replied, ‘By Allah nothing except 
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for this goat and a little flour.’ He immediately slaughtered the goat and ordered 

his wife to cook the meat and bread. When the food was prepared, he brought it in the 
court of the Holy Prophet and served it in a large bowl. 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah said, ‘O Jabir, go and 

call people.’ Sayyiduna Jabir ii**? abided by what he was ordered. The Holy Prophet 
JLaajbsiiisJM 1 A 1 J* then ordered, ‘Send them to me in small groups.’ They entered and began 
to eat; when one group finished another would come until all the people ate. The quantity 
of the food did not reduce even after everyone ate. The Noble Prophet J* 

would order [the people] to eat but not to break the bones. He j* then gathered 

all the bones in the centre of the container, placed his blessed hand on it and recited 
something which I (Sayyiduna Jabir) did not hear. In no time, the goat whose meat we 
had just eaten rose from the dead, twitching its ear. 

The Holy Prophet said, ‘O Jabir! Take your goat back.’ I then returned 

the goat to my wife. Astonished, she asked, ‘What is this!’ I replied, ‘By Allah jwS*-, this is 
the same goat that we slaughtered. Allah has resurrected it by the blessing of the 
Du’a of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet At J*.’ The narrator goes on to say 

that his wife said spontaneously, ‘I testify that he JU-dbssfeJbSaii j* is indeed the Beloved 
Prophet of Allah (Al-Khasais-ul-Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 112) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (Jlij aill J xs c-JLsM (Jp Ijlvs 


3. Children rose from the dead 

A well known devotee and admirer of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet, a great scholar, 
‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rahman Jam! has narrated, ‘Sayyiduna Jabir auAtsSsiio*? had 

sacrificed the goat in the presence of his children. When he finished and left, his 
children took a knife and went on to the roof of the house where the elder brother told 
his younger brother ‘Let’s imitate our father’, I will do with you what our father did with 
the goat.’ The elder brother then tied the younger brother’s hands together, ran the knife 
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over his throat and beheaded him, holding the head in his hands. When their mother 
became aware of what had happened, she ran after the elder son who ran away from his 
mother in fear, fell down from the roof and died. Despite losing her two sons, she did 
not weep and wail as she did not want to disturb her honourable guest j*. 

With resoluteness she covered the dead bodies of her sons with a piece of cloth, not 
telling anyone including even her husband, Sayyiduna Jabir 

Though her heart was shedding tears of blood, she still maintained a bold face; fresh and 
glimmering. In these trying moments she still managed to prepare food. The Holy Prophet 
J*sil\sgfajdiAA j* then arrived and the food was served. The very same moment, angel Jibrall 
came and said, ‘Ya Rasulallah Allah has commanded you to 

order Jabir aujisSaiii <&> to bring his children so that they may also be privileged to eat food 
with you.’ The Noble Prophet JUs<jdk<sfcjfcs*iii j* ordered Sayyiduna Jabir ga? to bring 
his children. Sayyiduna Jabir m jtsSskiGA? immediately went and asked his wife as to where 
the children were. She asked him to inform the Holy Prophet justiij* that the 

children were not present. 

Rasulullah ^ 4 ^ jtss*bi J* insisted that the children be immediately brought as it was the 
command of Allah Js-sK Sayyiduna Jabir’s &z- jus ga? bereaved wife burst into tears 
informing him that she could no longer bring the children. Sayyiduna Jabir axJMs&i &<> 
asked, ‘What is the matter? Why are you weeping?’ Taking him inside, his wife informed 
him of the calamity that had befallen them lifting the cloth to uncover the dead bodies of 
their children. Seeing this, Sayyiduna Jabir ^ Jts ga? also began to weep. Hence 
Sayyiduna Jabir ait iii && placed both the corpses of his children before the Holy 
Prophet JUs<jjb«fejtss*iii J*. The voice of weeping people began to emanate from the house. 
Allah sent angel Jibrall -Isj stating, ‘O Jibrall -isji «]x! Inform my beloved 
[Prophet j*] that his Rab states; O My beloved [Prophet Jt«Sib! j*] ! 

You make Du’a and I will resurrect them.’ Hence the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of 
our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind j* made Du’a and both 

children rose from the dead with the command of Allah (Shawahid-un-Nubuwwah, pp. 105) 

(Madarij-un-Nubuwwah, vol. 1, pp. 199) 


May Allah J«5£- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Revitalise my dead heart, Ya Rasulallah A-sajVss^JI 22&1 J*/ 
And instil your devotion, Yd Rasulallah iWzJfc&ii j*/ 


jp judi iii 


1 jp 1}JU2> 


Dear Islamic brothers! How great and glorious the status of our Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul JUs-dWifcJMiAiJ* is! He fed a large number of people with a little amount of food that 
did not reduce even after all the people ate. Further, he made the goat rise from the dead 
twitching its ears by reciting blessed words and resurrected Sayyiduna Jabir’s sszd&i&oto 
children with the command of Allah Js-sK 

Murdaun ko jilatay hayn rotaun ko hansatay hayn 
Alam miiatay hayn bigrT ko banatay hayn 
Sarkar JUs*tib«kJtsSiii J* khilatay hayn Sarkar J* pildtay hayn 

Sultan-o-gada sab ko Sarkar nibhdtay hayn 

He resurrects the deceased and gratifies the grieved 

He sets the things in order, and causes the stress to be relieved 
He quenches our thirst and satisfies our hunger 
He accommodates both the king and the beggar 


4. Seven dates 

Sayyiduna ‘Irbad Bin Sariyah atjusaiiio*? has narrated that during the battle of Tabuk the 
Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah j* once asked Sayyiduna 

Bilal 4i£.JtsS4ii!<j#fr, ‘O Bilal o*A Do you have anything to eat?’ Sayyiduna Bilal 
replied, ‘O Prophet of Allah JUs-jl I swear by Allah Js-sS^ that we have emptied 
our bags but could not find anything to eat.’ The Holy Prophet i j* said, ‘Look 

carefully and empty your bags properly, perhaps you find something.’ Sayyiduna Bilal 
aitjissablest has stated that they were three in number. As they emptied their bags again 
they found seven dates. 
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Keeping the dates on a piece of paper, the Holy Prophet j* placed his blessed 

hand over them. He then said to us, ‘Recite “*-131 and eat.’ We then began to eat, taking 
the dates from under the blessed hand of the Holy Prophet JUs^bssfejissaiiiJ^. Sayyiduna 
Bilal goes onto say that he kept the seeds in his left hand and when he counted 

them, there were 54 seeds in his hand alone. The other two companions also 

ate until they were satiated. Sayyiduna ‘Irbad Bin Sariyah has further stated 

that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* raised his blessed hand from over 

the dates after they had finished eating. The companions were surprised to 

see that all the seven dates were still present over the piece of paper. Turning to Sayyiduna 
Bilal the Holy Prophet JUs<idbs«feJks*i>i J* then ordered, ‘O Bilal! Keep them safe 

and do not allow anyone to eat. These dates will be useful later on.’ 

Sayyiduna Bilal goes onto to say that the next day at mealtime, the Holy Prophet 

again asked for the dates and did the same thing; that is, he positioned his 
blessed hand over the dates and commanded us to eat reciting .’ On that day, 

ten of us ate till we all were satiated. When he J* lifted his blessed hand, the 

seven dates were still present. He JUs^WMsSii! J* then said, ‘O Bilal aifcjusiJMaAd If I had not 
felt Haya [shyness] from my Creator JisSy we could have eaten from these seven dates by 
the time of returning to Madlnah.’ The Holy Prophet Jka-dbsjfejtsSsiiij* then gave those 
dates to a young boy who ate them and left. (Ai-Khasais-ul-Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 455) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! What huge authority Allah has granted to His Beloved and 
Blessed Rasul J JUs«db«i6jifcs*ii! J*! This was indeed a great blessing that several companions 
were satiated by eating just from seven dates. 

Malik-e-kaunayn hayn go pas kuch rakhtay nahin 
Do jahan klna’matayn hayn un kay khalThath mayn 

He j* does not keep anything, though he is the chief of the world and Hereafter 

In his empty hands, he possesses favours of the world and Hereafter 

(Jp (jUo all! c_JL-^-! <Jp \^L^> 
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5. Two movies everyday! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Stay associated with the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, 
a global & non-political movement for the preaching of Quran and Sunnah. 
Dawat-e-Islami has brought about a Madam revolution in the lives of millions of people. 
An Islamic brother from ‘Attarabad (Jacobabad, Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh Pakistan) has 
described how he joined the Madam environment. He has stated: ‘I was immersed in 
sins. I would often watch two movies a day and always had a radio with me. I would sell 
the old radios and get the latest ones. Even at bedtime, I would play the radio and listen 
to music till around 2 a.m. My mother would turn off the radio after I had gone to sleep 
listening to music. 

Probably, in 1416 A.H. on a Thursday of the holy month of Ramadan, I went to Hyderabad 
to meet a friend of mine who took me to Dawat-e-Islami’s weekly Sunnah-Inspiring 
Ijtima’ where we heard Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Ilyas Qadiri’s speech live relayed 
by telephone from Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi. As I listened to the speech, a Madam 
transformation took place in my life. Overcome by divine fear, I tearfully repented of my 
sins. Since then, I joined the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami for good. 

I also adorned my face with a fist-length beard as a result of the individual effort of an 
Islamic brother of ‘Attarabad.’ 

Mayn to nadan tha danistah bhl kyd kyd na kiya 
Laj rakh IT, mayray Lajpal nay ruswa na kiya 

I was unwise as I voluntarily committed acts of condemnation 
My saviour saved me from humiliation 

(Jp (JUo all! c_JL-^-! ^ !ji-^> 


6. Blessing in little food 

Sayyiduna Suhayb has narrated: ‘I had a little food prepared for the Beloved 

and Blessed Prophet JUs-dksjfeJtsSaii! J* and went to invite him, but could not do so because 
of the presence of companions with him. I stood silent over there as the food 
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was not sufficient for all of them. When the Noble Prophet i j* looked towards 

me, I signalled requesting him to come to my home to eat. He Jtasbi J* asked, 

‘These people as well?’ I replied, ‘No.’ The Holy Prophet J* became quiet as 

I remained standing over there. 

After a while, he j* looked towards me again and I signalled my request again. 

He JUs*!bj»feJisS6i>i j* asked again, ‘These people?’ I said, ‘No.’ Thereafter, he JUs-db-sfe Jtssisi j* 
did the same for the third time, so I replied, ‘As you wish’ but I also informed him that I 
had a little food which was cooked only for him. The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of 
our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind j* came to my home 

along with his companions ^JUSaIii Everyone ate to their satiation but the food was 
Still left.’ (Al-Khasais-ul-Kubrct, vol. 2, pp. 82) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! Without doubt, the Noble Prophet JUs<jdbsskJfas*iii is a fountain of 
blessings and mercy for us. Since the food was in small quantity, the companion had 
invited only the Holy Prophet 4= J* but, by the blessing of the Prophet of 

Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah the little food was not only sufficient 

for many people but was also left at the end, after they had eaten. 

Yeh sun kar SakhT dp kd astana, hay daman pasdray huway sab zamanah 
Nawasaun kd sadaqah nigah-e-karam ho, tayray dar pay tayray gada a gaye hayn 

Having heard of your generosity, the world is at your feet 
Bestow your mercy for we are thirsty, for the sake of your grandsons; we seek 

Words cannot express the greatness of the Holy Prophet J* and his miracles! 

Even his devotees show great saintly miracles. 
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7. Blessing in sweets for Milad celebration 

In Moradabad, Hind [India], a devotee of the Rasul would zealously celebrate the blessed 
birth [of the Holy Prophet j*] every year. He would hold a marvellous Mllad- 

gathering attended by a large number of Muslims particularly including Sadr-ul-Afadil 
‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddln MuradabadI a spiritual 

successor [Khallfah] of Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 

One year, more people than usual came. In the end, like every year, when the traditional 
Indian laddus 1 [sweets] were being distributed, it seemed that they would only be enough 
for half of the people. The worried host informed the Shaykh of the situation. 

Taking out his handkerchief from his pocket and handing it to the host, the Shaykh 
«#£ said, ‘Put it over the dish of the laddus and distribute them from under the 

handkerchief without looking at them.’ Therefore, the sweets were distributed as per his 
instruction (and sufficed for all the attendees). When the handkerchief was removed, the 
quantity of sweets was the same as was before the distribution. (Extracted from Tankh-e-lslam 
kl ‘Azim Shakhsiyyat Sadr-ul-Afadil, pp. 343) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Chahayn to isharaun say apnay kaya hi palai dayn dunya kl 
Yeh sham hay khidmatgaraun kl Sardar JUs-ibsjfeJtsSiti j* kd ‘alam kya hoga 

With their signals they can change the course of the world 
When the devotees have such greatness how will their Rasul be? 

aZJ- & JU: ail! & ljU, 


8. Father is relieved from torment 

Dear Islamic brothers! Those joining the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami with 
righteous intentions get deserving of good in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. 
An Islamic brother has stated: ‘I was privileged to travel with the devotees of the Rasul in 

1 This is a sub-continental sweet. It is prepared with flour, made into balls and dipped into sugar. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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the Madam Qafilah a day after Eid. During the Madani Qafilah, I saw my father in a 
dream. He had passed away two years back. He was in a blissful state; I asked him as to 
what happened to him after he passed away. He replied, ‘I was punished for my sins for 
some time, but then the torment was removed. He further said, ‘Son, never leave the 
Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami as it was by its blessing that I was relieved of the 
torment.’ 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

ijp (JUu alll <Jp I^L^> 

Dear Islamic brothers! The mercy of Allah Js-sS*- is indeed immense. Pious offspring and 
their Du’as are a source of perpetual reward and comfort for the deceased parents. The 
Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami is an excellent way to make your children 
righteous. 


Hayn Islam! bhai sabhi bhai bhai 
Hay bayhad mahabbat bhara Madam Mahaul 
Yahan Sunnatayn sikhnay ko milayn gi 
Dilaye gd khauf-e-Khuda <Usiz Madani Mahaul 
Nab! ki mahabbat mayn raunay ka andaz 

Turn a jao sikhlaye gd Madani Mahaul 

Islamic brothers are all brothers 
Filled with love is the Madani environment 
In it, the Sunnah are learned 
Brings fear of Allah the Madani environment 

To shed tears in love of the Prophet 
Come! You shall learn in the Madani environment 


9. 300 Men metamorphosed into swine 

The companions of Prophet Sayyiduna ‘Isa vUibijLjii^Uatq; once said to him, ‘Would 
your Creator bless us with heavenly foods by virtue of your Du’a?’ Sayyiduna ‘Isa 
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3^ replied, ‘Do not ask for such miracles and fear Allah JmS*-. Abstain from 
this if you are believers.’ They responded, ‘Your honour, we have not made this request 
because of any doubt in your Prophethood or in the absolute power of Allah rather 
there are four purposes for this. 

1. The first is, by eating the heavenly foods we would seek its blessings, enlighten our 
hearts and get closer to Allah J«3£. 

2. The second is, we would have ‘Ayn-ul-Yaqin 1 of the glad tidings you have given to 
us that our prayers are answered by our Creator Further, our hearts would 
have comfort and we would be satisfied to have perfect faith. 

3. The third is, we would have ‘Ayn-ul-Yaqin of your truthfulness. 

4. The fourth is, we would see this heavenly miracle, bear witness for others and this 
parable of ours would be a means of completion of the faith for people till the Day 
of Judgement. And we would become a witness of (your Prophethood) forever.’ 

Sayyiduna Salman Farsi, ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas and most of other exegetists 
have stated, ‘When the companions assured Prophet Isa that they had 

not made this request of heavenly food for mere pleasure, but rather, they had some 
righteous intentions, Sayyiduna Tsa viDtsiAa robed himself in a cloak made of 
jute and wept as he made Du’a. 

3 3 O'® Sjoljc (Jjj\ 


O Allah, our Rab J«S£, send down to us a tray of food from the heavens so that it may be an 
Eid for us, for the first and the last of us and a sign from You, and provide us with sustenance 
and You are the best Provider of Sustenance. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 7, Surah Al-Maidah, verse 114) 


Belief by having seen something with eyes. [Translator’s Note] 
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Hence a red dining-mat covered with clouds descended. All the people saw it as it was 
descending. It was then positioned amongst the people. Seeing this, Prophet Sayyiduna 
‘Isa wept a lot and made the following Du’a, ‘O my Rab fb-As make me 

from amongst the thankful. O my Rab let this blessing not be a torment for my 
companions.’ 

The companions smelt such a fragrance from it that they had never smelt before. Prophet 
Sayyiduna ‘Isa and his companions bowed down to perform Sajdah of 

Shukr [prostration of thanks]. Since the dining-mat was covered with a red cloth, Prophet 
Sayyiduna Isa vJamj ijUii asked, ‘Who will uncover it?’ All of his companions 

requested that he v&uiaji uncover it. Therefore, he made a fresh Wudu, offered Salah, 
made Du’a’ for a long time and then removed the cover. 

There were the following things on the dining-mat: Seven fish along with seven pieces of 
bread. The fish had neither scales nor bones inside. Oil was dripping from them. Near 
the heads of the fish was vinegar and by their tails was salt. Along the sides were vegetables 
lined up. It is stated in some narrations that there were five pieces of bread. One piece of 
bread had olive (oil) on it, the second had honey, the third had ghee (i.e. a type of butter), 
the fourth had cheese and the fifth had roasted meat on it. 

Sham’un, one of the companions, asked, ‘O Prophet of Allah! Are these foods from the 
earth or Heaven?’ He vSjji replied, ‘These foods are neither from the earth nor Heaven, 
they are simply from nature.’ 

First, the ill, the poor, the starving and those suffering from leukoderma, leprosy and 
physical disability were called. He vSL£Ji<«u. said, ‘Say <*—AL_j and eat, this is a blessing 
for you and a calamity for those who deny. Other people were also given the same 
instruction. Hence seven thousand three hundred people ate the food on the first day. 
Then that dining-mat ascended as people watched, it flew up and disappeared. All the ill 
were cured and the poor became wealthy. This dining-mat descended for forty days 
consecutively or alternate days and people ate from it. 

Prophet ‘Isa -vintsSAS! then received a revelation with the commandment that the 
wealthy would no longer eat from it, only the poor would do. When this was announced, 
the wealthy became displeased and said that all this was nothing but magic. The wealthy 
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people who denied the divine commandment were three hundred in number. When 
they went to sleep in their homes with their families at night, they were fine and well, but 
when they woke up in the morning, they had been turned into swine. These swine would 
run around in the streets and eat filthy faeces. 

When the people saw their state, they came running to Prophet ‘Isa vjUJboU) and 
wept. These swine also gathered around him crying. Prophet ‘Isa would 

call them by their names and they would move their heads in response but could not 
speak. They lived in this extremely humiliating condition for three days. On the fourth 
day, they all perished. There were no women or children among them. All the nations 
that were metamorphosed perished. Their lineage did not continue as this is the divine 

law. (TafsTr Kablr, vol. 4, pp. 423) 

It is stated in a Hadis of Tirmizi that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* has 

stated, ‘The dining-mat with bread and meat was sent down (from the skies). It was 
commanded that there should neither be any breaching in it nor any saving of food for 
the next day, but those people not only breached but also saved food for the next day, so 
they were metamorphosed into monkeys and swine.’ (JamV Tirmizi, vol. 5,pp. 44, Hadis 3072) 

These people were ordered not to hide or save anything for the next day but some did 
and were turned into swine as a result. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr has said, 

‘On the Day of Judgement there will be severe punishment for those non-Muslims of the 
dining-mat [incident], the supporters of Pharaoh and the hypocrites.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, 
vol. 3, pp. 237) 


Does Wudu become invalid by uttering the word ‘swine?’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the high rank of Prophet ‘Isa viubijUJissteat^ j* that 
Allah sent a Maidah (dining mat) full of blessings by virtue of his Du’a. The boon 
one receives in the world often comes with bane. Grateful are successful whereas the 
ungrateful are unsuccessful. Those who transgress in spite of enjoying boons in abundance 
are humiliated as stated in the foregoing Quranic account that 300 transgressors were 
turned into swine that hopelessly roamed around for three days and perished on the 
fourth. We ask Allah’s refuge from His wrath and displeasure. 
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Some people have the misconception that uttering the word ‘pig’ or ‘swine’ or ‘Khinzir 1 ’ 
makes one’s tongue impure and Wudu invalid. This is not true. The word y.jAr (Khinzir) 
is mentioned even in the Holy Quran; so saying it does not make one’s tongue impure 
nor does it invalidate Wudu. 

10. Where is third piece of bread? 

A man once came to Prophet Isa -vitits IASi ^5 <> and said, ‘I wish to stay in your 

company so that I may acquire the knowledge of Shari’ah. He vjLui *4*. permitted the man 
to stay with him. During a journey, they reached a canal where he v3Lsj!««u said, ‘Let’s 
eat.’ He -dU-ii had three pieces of bread. After both of them had eaten one piece of 
bread each, Prophet ‘Isa viuis went to drink water from the canal. In the 

meantime, the man hid the third piece of bread. Having returned, he -v&sji ^ asked, 
‘Where is the third piece of bread?’ The man told a lie, ‘I do not know.’ He vis-ii^a did 
not say anything. After a while, Prophet Isa said, ‘Let’s go ahead.’ 

On the way, they saw a deer with its two fawns. He called one of the fawns that 

came to him. He vUJisiU. then slaughtered and roasted it and both of them ate it together. 
After they finished eating, he collected the bones of the fawn and said, ‘Ail jiLj p.’ 

(Rise from the dead by the command of Allah Js-AQ. In no time, the dead fawn stood up 
and returned to its mother running. Thereafter, he said to the man, ‘I make you 

swear to Allah who has empowered me to show this miracle. Tell the truth, where is 
that third piece of bread?’ The man again replied, ‘I do not know.’ He vJjuisAc said, ‘Let’s 
move ahead.’ 

As they walked further, they reached a river where he -JLsjImU. held that man’s hand and 
continued to walk on the river water until they crossed the river and reached the other 
side. Thereafter, he -v&sji said to the man, ‘I make you swear to Allah Js-A*- who has 
empowered me to show this miracle. Tell the truth, where is that third piece of bread?’ 
The man again replied, ‘I do not know.’ He said, ‘Let’s go ahead.’ 

As they walked further, they reached a desert where Prophet Isa piled up some 

sand and addressed it, ‘O pile of sand, turn into gold by the command of Allah JsAa’ It 

1 Arabic word for swine. [Translator’s Note] 
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immediately turned into gold which he -3 Lsji divided into three parts and said, ‘One 
part is mine, the other is yours and the third one is for the one who has taken the third 
piece of bread.’ Upon hearing this, the man immediately said, ‘O Prophet of Allah, it was 
me who had taken the third piece of bread.’ Hearing this he said, ‘Take all this 

gold’, and then left the man behind. 

Wrapping the gold into a shawl the man moved ahead. On the way, he came across two 
other men. As the two persons noticed that the man had gold, they intended to kill him 
but he managed to prevent them from doing so by suggesting that the gold be divided 
into three parts and distributed among them equally. This seemed to satisfy the other 
two men. He then said, ‘One of us should go to the nearby city with a little gold and buy 
some food so that we would enjoy a luscious meal and distribute the gold afterwards.’ 
Therefore, one of them went and bought food but, overpowered by his greed, he poisoned 
the food so that the other two men would die and he would take all the gold. 

On the other hand, the other two had already conspired to kill him as soon as he would 
return so that they would divide the gold between them equally. When he returned with 
food, they both murdered him brutally. After this, they happily ate the food, which had 
already been poisoned. As a result, the two men also died writhing and the gold remained 
lying there. 

When Prophet ‘Isa v&sjis IJlSji t^s <> returned along with his companions and came 
across the dead bodies, he pointed to the gold and the bodies of the three men 

and said, ‘See, this is the reality of the world. It is obligatory for you to stay away from it.’ 

(Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-MuttaqTn, vol. 9, pp. 735) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! The love of the world leads human to committing 
inhuman acts and sins like deceiving, defrauding, robbing and even killing others but 
still, it is not loyal to anyone. Even those enjoying transient worldly luxuries have to face 
extreme hardships and troubles in return. Our saints were highly cautious and careful 
about wealth and world. Here are some saints’ sayings in condemnation of worldly wealth. 
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Sayings of saints in condemnation of wealth 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali has quoted: 

1. Sayyiduna Hasan Basri has stated, ‘By Allah Whoever respects 

wealth is disgraced by Allah JmX’ 

2. It is narrated that when the first dinar and dirham [coins of gold and silver] were 
made, Satan picked them up, put them on his forehead and kissed them. He then 
said, ‘Whoever loves these is my slave.’ (We ask Allah’s refuge). 

3. Sayyiduna Samlt Bin ‘Ijlan has stated, ‘Dinar and dirham are the reins of 

the hypocrites whereby they will be dragged towards Hell.’ 

4. Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Mu’az has stated, ‘Dirham (or wealth) is a scorpion; 

if you do not know how to cure its sting you should not catch it. If it bites you, its 
poison will kill you.’ When asked as to what its cure was, he && jtsSiiiofc? replied, ‘To 
earn money by Halal means and spend it on what is Wajib [obligatory].’ 

5. Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Ala Bin Ziyad has stated, ‘The world came to me in a 

beautiful and attractive form. I said, ‘I ask refuge of Allah J*s5*- from your evil.’ It 
replied, ‘If you want to protect yourself from me, you must hate wealth as it is by 
wealth that man enjoys all kinds of worldly comforts. One avoiding wealth may be 
able to stay away from the world.’ 

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali Aji has quoted some Arabic couplets 

whose translation is as follows, ‘I have found the secret and you should not also think 
about anything else. Do not assume that piety is in earning wealth. When you have forgone 
wealth though you could have taken it, then your piety will be considered the piety of a 
Muslim. Do not be impressed and deceived by the patches on someone’s long shirt or with 
their pyjama above the ankles or with the mark of prostration on their forehead; instead, 
see if they love worldly wealth or stay away from it.’ (ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 288) 

Hubb-e-dunya say Tii bacha Yd Rab 
Apna shayda mujhay band Yd Rab JmS*- 

Save me from love of the world, Yd Allah j«J£ 

Make me Your devotee, Yd Allah 
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11. An admirer of the Holy Prophet 

Dear Islamic brothers! Many instances have been observed where thieves and 

robbers were led to the right path by the blessed Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 
In order to properly function around the globe, Dawat-e-Islami has set up many Majalis 
[committees] all around the world, as part of its organizational structure. One of its many 
functional committees is ‘Majlis-e-Rabitah bil ‘Ulama wal Mashaikh 1 ’ which mostly consists 
of scholars. One of its members went to a famous religious academy known as Jami’ah 
Rashldiyah in Pir Jo Goth, Bab-ul-Islam, in the province of Sindh, Pakistan. 

During the conversation with the Shaykh-ul-Hadls, the contribution of Dawat-e-Islami 
in prisons came up. The honourable Shaykh-ul-Hadls shared one of the splendid stories 
about Dawat-e-Islami’s work in prisons, which he had personally experienced. Therefore, 
he stated that he knew a robber who was notorious in the suburbs of Pir Jo Goth (a village 
in the province of Sindh, Pakistan). The police raided so many times to arrest him but he 
often escaped. He was even apprehended many times but was released on account of his 
connections with influential people. 

Eventually, he was apprehended for a crime in Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi, for which he 
was convicted and sent to prison. After serving his sentence, the robber came to visit the 
Shaykh. At first glance, the Shaykh could not recognize him, as he was always bareheaded 
and beardless. Now, his face was illuminating as he had grown a beard, and his head was 
gleaming as he was crowned with a green turban; showing extreme devotion and love for 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUsafe j*. Marks of prostration on his forehead 

were indicating his adherence to Salah. 

Putting an end to the Shaykh’s surprise, he said that he was blessed with joining 
Dawat-e-Islami during his imprisonment Aj He further stated that with the 
efforts and help of Islamic brothers he was able to free himself from the shackles of sins, 
becoming an admirer of the Noble Prophet j*. 

ijp (jUu all! c-dL^-1 <Jp 


A public relation committee for creating and upholding ties with Islamic scholars. [Translator’s Note] 
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12. Blisters on hands 

Sayyiduna Suwayd Bin Ghaflah aitJisSiAici*? has stated: I was once present in the court of 
Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada in the capital city of Kufa. 

He was served with barley-bread and a cup of milk. The bread was so dry and 

hard that he had to break it even by keeping it on his knees. Seeing this, I asked 

his maid Fiddah tps-jissabic^, ‘Do you have no sympathy for him?’ This bread has husk, 
you should sift the barley and make soft bread for him so that he would have no difficulty 
in breaking it.’ Fiddah tss-Jttfiiii &<>■ replied that Amir-ul-Muminin , 4 ^ 1444 s jusdin**? had 
made her swear that she would never prepare bread for him with sifted barley. 

Meanwhile, turning towards me, Amir-ul-Muminin 444-3 jus &bi asked, ‘O Ibn 
Ghaflah! What were you saying to her?’ I told him what I said to the maid, and then 
pleaded to him ‘O Amir-ul-Muminin .^Jii^jus&iiuj*, please have mercy on you and do 
not put yourself in difficulty.’ He au-jusnii <&* replied, ‘O Ibn Ghaflah! The Holy Prophet 
JEsa^ssjfejis&i!J* and his family neither ate wheat bread with satiation for three continuous 
days nor was bread ever made with sifted flour for them. Once I was extremely hungry 
in Madlnah Munawwarah, so I went out to look for some work [so that I could get 
something to eat]. On the way, I came across a lady who was in search of someone to 
soak some sand in water. I talked to her and she agreed to pay me a single date per 
bucket of water used for soaking sand. I poured sixteen buckets of water to soak that pile 
of sand. As a result of doing this, I got blisters on my hands. I took those dates to the 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet jus*iii and told him the entire story. The Holy 

Prophet Jus«db«fejis&i>i J* ate some of the dates.’ (Safina-e-Nuh, vol. 1 , pp. 99) 

May Allah J 45 S 4 have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




13. Softening heart 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see that Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada 
^>04445 juidjuj? had adopted a very simple and ascetic way of life. Despite facing hardship 
he ase.jtsS*iio#w never expressed even a single word of complaint. Like his food, his dress 
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was also very simple. Once he was asked as to why he ass-jus*iio*? patched up his 

dress, he replied, ^ this [act] softens the heart and a Muslim adopts it 

(In other words, the heart of a Muslim should be soft). (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 1, pp. 124) 

14. Mending shoes 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated, ‘Once I came to the court of 

Sayyiduna ‘Ali Murtada jusdjuj^ and found him mending his shoes. Noticing 

my amazement, he told me that the Noble Prophet Jtsaiii j* would 

mend his blessed slippers and clothes and would allow another person to sit behind him 
whilst riding. (Safina-e-Nuh, vol. 1, pp. 98) 

May Allah JsAs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

15. Savoury Faludah* 

Once a savoury Faludah was served to Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada 
£ 44-5 juidji * 54 . He iii said, ‘How tasty, colourful and fragrant it is! (But) I do 

not wish to make my Nafs habitual of the thing that it is not used to.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, 
vol. 1, pp. 123, Hadis 247) 

May Allah JsAs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Accountability in proportion to favour 

Dear Islamic brothers! Countless accolades on the manner in which Amir-ul-Muminin 
Sayyiduna ‘Ali Murtada subdued his Nafs! If only we also occasionally 

recall this faith-refreshing parable while eating ice cream or cold Faludah or having cold 
drinks on our Nafs’ demand! 

Remember! The more one makes his Nafs habitual of luxuries, the more defiant and 
hedonistic his Nafs will be. When the electric fan was uninvented, people were still able 
to live without it, whereas now some cannot live without air conditioning in summer. 


* A sub-continental drink with dry fruits etc. [Translator’s Note] 
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Likewise, many of those accustomed to consuming fancy and luscious food usually turn 
into a bad mood if ever served with simple food. If the food is not to their liking, they 
even argue with the wife and the mother committing the major sin of hurting others. If 
you have ever made this mistake, you should instantly repent of it and sincerely apologize 
to the one you have hurt so that they forgive you. Otherwise, in case of Allah’s displeasure, 
you may have to regret after death. 

Remember! The more luxurious favour one enjoys in the world, the more accountable 
he will have to be on the Day of Judgement. Further, the accountability will be made on 
the basis of one’s personal likes and dislikes. For example, if a person likes bread more 
than rice, then bread will be considered a big favour for him - thus [in this case] the 
accountability of bread will be more severe compared to rice and vice versa. This applies 
to everything. Allah says in the Holy Quran: 



Then, undoubtedly, you will surely be questioned about favours that day. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah At-Takdsur, verse 8) 


Favours and questioning on Judgement Day 

Commenting on this verse, a renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated: ‘One will be questioned about each and every favour, whether it is 
a bodily favour or a spiritual one; whether it was obtained for meeting a need or satisfying 
a desire. Questions will also be asked regarding even cold water, shade of a tree and peaceful 
sleep. The word JjC [Na’im] in the verse refers to the same. Ahadls also express the same 
meaning. [In short] The thing granted to one without him being deserving of it is a 
favour. Everything granted by Allah j*s5£ is a favour whether it is bodily or spiritual one.’ 

He continues: ‘There are two types of favours. One is ‘Kasbl’ and the other is ‘Wahbl.’ 
‘Kasbl’ favours are the ones that are obtained by our efforts; for example, wealth, rule 
etc., while ‘Wahbl’ favours are simply granted by Allah JsaSs like our body parts, the 
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moon and the sun etc. Three questions will be asked regarding ‘Kasbf favours. First, 
how was it obtained? Second, how was it spent? Third, what gratitude was offered for it? 
The last two questions will be asked regarding ‘Wahbi’ favours.’ (Nur-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 956) 

Laj rakh lay gunahgaraun hi, nam Rahman hay Tayra Yd Rab 
‘Ayb mayray na khaul mahshar mayn, nam Sattdr hay Tayra Yd Rab JU-sSr 
Bay-sabab bakhsh day na puch ‘amal, nam Ghajfar hay Tayra Yd Rab 

Forgive sinners as Your name is Rahman O Rab 
Conceal my faults on the Day of Judgement as Your name is Sattdr O Rab Jwi*- 
Forgive me without questioning as Your name is Ghaffar O Rab 

(Jp (JUo alii <Jp 1^1vs 


Mubah becomes worship 

Dear Islamic brothers! If a righteous intention is made when doing a Mubah act (i.e. the 
one that entails neither reward nor sin), that act turns into an act of reward. The more 
righteous intentions one makes the more reward he will reap provided the intention 
appertains to an act of the Hereafter. The famous book of Fiqh entitled ‘Al-Ashbah Wan- 
Nazair states, ‘The case of Mubah acts is based on intentions, if the purpose of carrying 
out those acts is to gain strength to worship Allah J«5£, then that Mubah act is considered 
worship.’ (Al-Ashbah wan-Nazair, vol. 1, pp. 28) 

Mubah deeds for pleasure 

One should make as many righteous intentions as possible when doing Mubah deeds 
(i.e. the ones that entail neither reward nor sin) or eating a Mubah food so that one may 
reap many rewards. Though the person doing a Mubah act just for pleasure (without any 
righteous intention) is not a sinner, Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall 
Js3'sdj has stated that such a person will be questioned and the one who would be 
argued with, in the matter of accountability, would be punished. Though the one enjoying 
Mubah things in the world, won’t be punished on the Judgement Day for doing so, his 
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favours of the Hereafter will be reduced equal to the Mubah things [he enjoyed in the 
world]. Ponder calmly! Isn’t it a big loss to suffer reduction in the eternal favours of 
the Hereafter as a result of enjoying the fleeting and temporal things of the world! 

( Ihya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 5, pp. 98) 


Reduction by 100 parts in Hereafter 

There is a matter of great concern for those who consume pizzas, fried foods, kebabs, fried 
turnovers, ice creams, cold drinks, delicious Faludah, sweet beverages and other fancy 
foods as well as for those who desire to have palaces, spacious and huge houses, fancy 
and expensive attires and other luxuries of the world. Likewise, the healthy, the wealthy, 
the business tycoons and those seeking positions of authority should all ponder calmly. 

Alas! It is stated in Tazkira-tul-Auliya that Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Iyad has 

said, ‘When one is granted favour in the world, its 100 parts are reduced in the Hereafter. 
Its reason is that one would only reap in the Hereafter what he sowed in the world. 
Therefore, it’s up to man whether to decrease or increase his favours in the Hereafter. 
Do not make a habit of using expensive attires and eating fancy foods in the world, 
for you will be deprived of these things on the day of resurrection.’ (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, 
vol. 1, pp. 175) 


Sadaqah Piyaray j* la hay a ka kay na lay mujh say hisab 

Bakhsh bay-puchay lajaye ko lajana kya hay 

For the sake of Your beloved do not put me on accountability 

Forgive me without questioning; I am already grieved and guilty 


Dear Islamic brothers! All the pleasures of the world will eventually come to an end. If 
only our greed comes to an end before we meet our death. Alas! The attractions of the 
treacherous world and the empty lives of its seekers! Let me tell you an admonitory 
incident. Is there anyone to learn a lesson from it! 
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16. Dance party was underway when... 

It is said that on the 3 rd of the holy month of Ramadan 1426 A.H. (October 8, 2005), in 
the Margalla Towers of Islamabad [Pakistan], some Muslims, who were the admirers of 
the western culture, were enjoying a drinking and dancing party. Leaving aside the honour 
of the holy month of Ramadan, they were partying with some non-Muslims. While these 
people were busy with these disgusting sins, oblivious of their doom, a horrifying 
earthquake suddenly struck the area, causing unimaginable destruction and putting an 
end to all their entertainment and merriment. 

Yad rakho! Maut achanak dye gl 
Sari masti khak mayn mil jdye gi 

Remember! Death will come unexpectedly 
And all merriment will come to an end instantly 


Earthquake occurs due to sins 

My dear Islamic brothers! A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator 
of Bid’ah, scholar of Sharl’ah, guide of Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz 
Al-Qarl Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘The real cause (of an 

earthquake) is the sins of people.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadXd), vol. 27, pp. 93) 

Alas! These days there is a severe storm of sins everywhere. People commit sins 
deliberately and fearlessly. Even worse, it seems as if there remains no place on the earth 
for those performing good deeds and acting upon Sunnah. Alas! On Saturday Ramadan 
3, 1426 A.H., October 8, 2005, several people were reported as committing different sins 
when a horrifying earthquake occurred devastating the eastern part of our dear country, 
Pakistan. Here are some stories experienced firsthand by the devotees of Rasul who were 
travelling in Madam Qafilah. Read and repent. 

17. Living baby girl boiled in pressure cooker! 

It is said that a person from an area of Kashmir had five daughters and the sixth baby 
was due. One day he told his wife, ‘If you give birth to another baby girl, I will kill you 
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along with the newborn.’ On the third night of Ramadan, his wife gave birth to another 
baby girl. Enraged, the cruel man put his cute little alive newborn into a pressure cooker 
and turned it on, pushing away his screaming wife. Suddenly, the pressure cooker 
exploded and the horrifying earthquake occurred! That barbaric man was also buried 
alive. The injured mother of the girl was rescued, and this horrific incident was also 
probably disclosed by her. 



18. A severed head 

In the rubble of the earthquake-stricken Margalla Towers, Islamabad, [Pakistan] a head 
separated from its body was found but the body could not be discovered. Few people 
recognized the unfortunate person and revealed that he would turn up the volume of 
music when the sound of Azan emanated from the Masjid. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Except for a few parts of Punjab, this horrible earthquake caused 
major devastation in the western portion of Pakistan including Kashmir and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Hundreds of thousands of people died and countless were injured. 
Dawat-e-Islami is a non-political movement of Quran and Sunnah. Several Madam 
Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami went missing in these earthquake stricken areas. They were 
all found alive afterwards. Read a delightful incident narrated by one of such Qafilahs. 

19. Blessings of writing t ($$ i <lLh L7 

Seven Islamic brothers from Landhi area of Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi [Pakistan] travelled 
with a 30-day Madam Qafilah. They have narrated their incident in these words: ‘We 
were staying in Jami’ Masjid Ghausiyyah in Abbaspur in the Tehsil [district] Nakar Bala 
in Kashmir. On the 3 rd of Ramadan 1426 A.H. (October 08, 2005) after offering the Salah 
of Fajr, Ishraq and Chasht, we were resting according to the Qafilah schedule. 
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All of a sudden, the Masjid began to rock with an intense tremor. All of us woke up and 
before we could fully get a grip on the matters, the two walls of the Masjid started to 
crumble with a loud uproar. May our lives be sacrificed on the slogan ‘ 4 JL 11 J 3 -ij Lj!’ The 
southern wall of the Masjid, which had the words ‘<i.j 4$ an JLi 4JJI Lj’ inscribed 
on it, did not fall. The roof fell and rested at an angle against this wall. We 

were barely saved and managed to come out of the rubble alive. 

Houses had been demolished all around. Pleas of the injured echoed in the air. People 
were trapped under the rubble. Several had passed away, while many others were taking 
their last breaths. We joined the locals and started the rescue efforts. We were able to 
rescue a one and a half year old baby girl from under the wreckage. [Even in such 
circumstances,] we managed to offer funeral prayers of several martyrs and took part in 
their burial. Despite the havoc, the locals’ appreciation for Dawat-e-Islami 

was admirable. 


Ya Rasulallah kay na’ray say ham kopiyar hay 

Jis nay yeh na ’rah lagaya us ka bayra par hay 


‘Ya Rasulallah this slogan we love indeed 

Whoever proclaims this; will succeed 




20. Difficult valley 

Sayyiduna Abu Darda && was once sitting with his friends. His wife came and 

said, ‘You are sitting here with these people’, by Allah we don’t even have a fistful 
of flour in our home.’ He &£.$&&&& replied, ‘Why do you forget that we have to face a 
difficult valley which can only be passed by those who have light weights.’ Hearing this, 
she gladly went back. (Raud-ur-Riyahln, pp. 110) 

May Allah JisA have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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We should not complain 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! How content Sayyiduna Abu Darda was, 

and how obedient his wife was! Hearing an ascetic reply from her husband, she returned 
home happily. She did not complain despite having nothing to eat at home. Instead of 
complaining about poverty and domestic problems, one should always implore Allah J«5£ 
and try to be content with His will. 

Zaban per shikwa-e-ranj-o-alam laya nahin kartay; 

NabT Ji=<s«iVs.«i£ji2sAi j* kay nam laywa gham say ghabrayd nahin kartay 

Tongues never complain under distress 
Prophets’ followers don’t take stress 

j dj- & JUS all! 


21. Du’a of the distressed 

A man once requested a saint <*sfc ‘I am extremely worried as I cannot manage to 

provide for my family. Make Du’a for me.’ The saint k*-o- replied, ‘Whenever your 

family complains that they have no bread and food to eat, pray to Allah at that time, 
as the prayer made at that time is more likely to be answered.’ (Raud-ur-Riyatim, pp. 11) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Obviously, those suffering intense destitution will be highly grieved 
and distressed, and the Du’a of the distressed is accepted. On page 111 of his book entitled 
‘Ahsan-ul-Wi’a li Adab-id-Du’a , Shaykh Maulana NaqI ‘All Khan has listed 

the types of people whose Du’a is accepted. The very first in this list is ‘a distressed 
person’ (i.e. one who is sad due to worries). Elaborating on this, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
has annotated in footnote on the same page, ‘A Quranic verse also states that 
the Du’a of the grieved and the helpless is accepted.’ 

Or He Who answers the prayer of the helpless when he invokes Him and removes the evil. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 20, Surah An-Naml, verse 62) 
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22. Welcome! O starvation! 

A pious person’s family once complained to him, ‘We have nothing to eat tonight.’ He 
replied, ‘Can even we have such a status in the court of Allah that He blesses us 
with starvation! He grants this status to His friends [Auliya JtssdLi! *#* 0 ] 

The pious person goes onto say, ‘Some of our saints were in such a state that when they 
faced starvation they would say, ‘Welcome! O the trait of the pious!’ (In other words, they 
would welcome poverty and starvation as these are the traits of the friends of Allah js-A^). 
(Raud-ur-RiyahTn, pp. 11) 


Woh ‘ishq-e-haqiqi ki lazzat nahin pa sakta 
Jo ranj-o-musTbat say dauchar nahin hota 

Those who do not encounter tribulations and anxiety 
Cannot attain the real pleasure of love of Almighty 

Leave unnecessary worries aside 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable contains considerable lesson for such 
impatient people who obsess about unnecessary worries of the world. Despite the fact 
that their daughters are very young they worry and agonize over their weddings. They 
deprive themselves of performing Hajj despite it being Fard on them giving the lame 
excuse that they would first fulfil the ‘Fard’ of their daughters’ marriage! Life has no 
guarantee. No one knows if they will live to see their daughter’s wedding. Further, it is 
also not certain whether their daughters shall climb up the stairs of youth or will meet 
their death before getting married. 

Alas! Several people depart from this world yearning for the materialistic possessions 
without making preparations for the betterment of their Hereafter. Muslims should be 
courageous and have trust [in Allah JdAy|. We are worried about the matters of the 
world, whereas the Creator of the world is our Sustainer. 

Dear Islamic brothers! There have been such patient servants of Allah who willingly 
adopted afflictions. They possessed such high status in the court of Allah Js-A*- that they 
considered it inappropriate even to make Du’a for the removal of their afflictions. 
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23. A strange patient 

Sayyiduna Yunus once told angel Jibrail -SjuIswU that he wished to see 

the greatest worshipper of the world. Angel Jibrail took him to a person whose 

arms and legs had severely decayed and separated from the body because of leprosy. 
Despite being in such a condition, the man uttered these words, ‘Ya Allah You 
benefitted me from these body parts as long as You willed, and took them back when 
You willed. I pinned all my hopes on Your mercy. O my Creator! The attainment of 
Your pleasure is the only aim of mine.’ 

Sayyiduna Yunus said ‘O Jibrail vjLsji-wu! I asked you to take me to the 

person who offers Salah and fasts abundantly.’ Angel Jibrail viuiaiU. replied, ‘He was a 
worshipper of the same attributes before being afflicted with this adversity [and ailment]. 
Now I have been ordered to take away even his eyes.’ Therefore, Jibrail viUJisMiU pointed a 
finger at his eyes, causing them to come out of their sockets. But still that man uttered 
the same words, ‘Ya Allah You benefitted me from these eyes as long as You willed, 
and took them back when you willed. O my Creator! I pinned all my hopes on Your 
mercy. The attainment of Your pleasure is the only aim of mine.’ 

Sayyiduna Jibrail -iiiiswU. then suggested the worshipper, ‘Let’s make Du’a together that 
Allah Js-sS^ bless you with eyes and limbs so that you worship Allah JmS*- like before.’ The 
man replied, ‘Not at all!’ Jibrail -ii lh&u asked, ‘But why not?’ The man responded, ‘If my 
Allah J«3£ is pleased with this [state] of mine, then I don’t need health.’ Sayyiduna Yunus 
-vSLsJbiAfli ssU* t?ys commented, ‘Indeed, I have not seen a greater worshipper than this 
man.’ Sayyiduna Jibrail remarked, ‘There is no path better than this for seeking 

the pleasure of Allah JafesSs-.’ (Raud-ur-Riyakan, pp. 155) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Jay Sauhna mayray dukh vich razi 
Mayn sukh nu chullhay pavan 

If my Allah is pleased with my adversity 
Then I don’t need tranquillity 
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Blessing of hiding adversity 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the high level patience of that saint Despite 

suffering such intense bodily afflictions, he maintained patience. Even after losing his 
eyes his patience did not relent at all. He was at a high rank of being ‘content with the 
divine will.’ He was not even willing to ask Allah j«5*- for a cure. His mindset was that if 
Allah JUsSi has willed to make him ill then he did not want to be cured. j^y-a-bicU^, This 
was indeed his unique trait. Such people have asserted Jkl US' 

that is, ‘We are as pleased with receiving adversities and calamities as the materialistic 
people are pleased with receiving worldly fortunes. ’ 

Remember! Sometimes, adversity is mercy for a Muslim as it provides an opportunity 
for him to be patient and reap great reward with an entry into Paradise without 
accountability. Hence, Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Prophet of 

Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah j* has stated, ‘The one who suffered a 

trouble in his wealth or life, and then hid it and did not reveal it to people, Allah J«5£ 
has a right to forgive him.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 10, pp. 450, Hadis 17872) 

It is narrated in another Hadis, ‘Whatever adversity a Muslim faces due to ailment, worry, 
sadness, harm or grief, even if he is pricked by a thorn, Allah JisU makes this [adversity] 
an atonement [Kaffarah] for his sins.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 3, Hadis 5641) 


Chup karsm tan mauti milsan, sabr karay tan hiray 
Pa galan wangaun raula pavyn na mauti na hiray 


If you are silent, gem is what you attain 
If you are patient, pearl is what you gain 
Like the insane, if you cry and complain 
Neither pearls nor gems, you obtain 
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24. Narrative of donating reward to Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah 

Imam Rabbani Shaykh Mujaddid Alf San! qtlSJi has stated, ‘Whenever I cooked food I 
would make its Isal-e-Sawab to the blessed souls of the Holy Prophet JUs-sdWisjussbi j* and 
Amlr-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada 4j*sjisSiLuj?. Likewise, I would also make 

Isal-e-Sawab to Sayyidatuna Fatima-tuz-Zahra Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn 

MifcjbaiAi oecr but I did not use to mention the names of Ummuha-tul-Muminln 1 

One night, I had a dream in which I saw the Noble Prophet Approaching 

him I made Salam to him but he JUs«ab did not pay attention to me and turned 
his blessed face from me. He JUs-dbssfeJfaSfiisi j* then said to me, ‘I eat food at the house of 
‘Aishah (Siddiqah). Whoever wants to send me food should send it to her house.’ I 
immediately understood that the Holy Prophet JUs^sssfejusiii!J* did not pay attention to me 
because I do not make Isal-e-Sawab to Umm-ul-Muminln Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah 
tpcqiss ablest. Thereafter, I began to include the name of ‘Aishah Siddiqah qisSaiiics^ and 
those of all other Ummuha-tul-Muminln as well as those of all the members 

of the Prophet’s blessed household. I also now make Du’a to Allah by their sake.’ 
(Maktubat, vol. 2,pp. 85) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

One should donate reward to all Muslims 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable makes it clear that the reward donated to 
someone actually reaches him. Further, we have also learnt that instead of donating 
reward to a selected few saints, we should send it to all the Muslims. Everyone we donate 
the reward to, will get complete reward and our reward will not be reduced either. 

Furthermore, we have also learnt that Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah is very 

dear to our Noble Prophet JUs Jta *l>i J*. When returning from ‘Ghazwah 2 Salasil’, 
Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bin ‘As asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah who do you like 

the most amongst people?’ The Holy Prophet JUs-db-sfe replied, ‘Aishah 


1 The honourable wives of the Holy Prophet JUsajbasIsjtai&i J*. 

2 A battle in which Rasulullah Ai-ajIr-aJi j-p was present. [Translator’s Notes] 
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he then asked, ‘And amongst men?’ The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs<jibs«fe ( itss«Ai j* 
replied, ‘Her father (Sayyiduna Abu Bakr a&jtsSsiiiG*?).’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 519, Hadis 3662) 


<Jp (JUo alii c-JLiM <Jp 


25. Old lady’s faith-refreshing dream 

Those associated with Dawat-e-Islami are showered with the rain of Allah’s 
mercy. The area-visit to call people towards righteousness has exceptional blessings. 
Here is an incident of an Islamic brother from Birmingham (UK). He has reported that 
once, to call people towards righteousness, they were visiting the area ‘Small Heath’ 
called ‘Makki Halqah’ in the Madam environment. This area has an extensive Muslim 
population. 

During their visit, while they were going from house to house, they knocked on a door. 
An elderly lady answered who was originally from Mirpur (Kashmir) and was unable to 
understand Urdu and English. Therefore, the Islamic brothers bowed their heads down 
and presented the call to righteousness in Punjabi, her native language, with a request to 
send the men of her house to the Masjid. She then asked them to listen to her. The Islamic 
brothers were pressed for time so they all moved along, except for one brother who stayed 
back. She said, ‘Few days ago, I had a blessed dream in which I saw the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet J* come out of the Masjid-un-NabawI ^us\stJJi\ He 

was surrounded by several men who were all wearing green turbans. It is 
Allah’s grace that today men with green turbans have come to my home for the call to 
righteousness.’ She was then invited to attend the Islamic sisters’ weekly Sunnah-Inspiring 
Ijtima’. Now she regularly attends the Ijtima’ with other ladies of her family. 


Hayn ghulamaun kay jhurmai mayn Badrudduja iW* jssi&i J* 

Nur hi Nur har su Madinay mayn hay 

Surrounded by devotees is the Holy Prophet Jtsiii j* 

Nur has prevailed everywhere in Madinah 
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Madam revolution among Islamic sisters 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the benevolence of our Noble Prophet JUs-db-sis JtsSsisi j* 
for those associated with Dawat-e-Islami? The Madani work of Dawat-e-Islami 

has flourished not only among Islamic brothers but also among Islamic sisters. 

Millions of Islamic sisters have accepted the Madani message of Dawat-e-Islami. 
Countless women who used to lead their lives according to the latest fashions have not 
only repented of their sins but have also become the devotees of Ummuha-tul-Muminin 
SJJfcjtssaiiioA? and of the Holy Prophet’s daughter, Sayyidatuna Fatimah Those 

who used to visit shopping malls, entertainment centres, night clubs and cinema theatres 
immodestly with just a scarf around their necks, have made Madani Burqa’ 1 an 
inseparable part of their dress, following in the footsteps of the great and modest ladies 
of the Karbala incident. 

J &SZAitesSi, Several Madaris-ul-Madinah [for girls] have been established where girls and 
Islamic sisters are memorizing the Holy Quran and learning its proper recitation free of 
cost. Likewise, several Jami’a-tul-Madlnah 2 have also been established where Islamic 
sisters are becoming scholars. aL a^sJI, The number of female memorizers of the 
Quran and Madani scholars are on the rise, in the environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Mayrljis qadar hayn behnayn, sabhlMadam Burqa ’ pehnayn; 

Inhayn nayk turn banana Madani Madinay walay tsiii j* 

May all my sisters wear the Madam Burqa’ 

Make them pious, O the Prophet of Allah 

ijp (JUo all! <wJL^-! <Jp 


1 Madam Burqa’ is a loose black robe that covers the body from over the head to toe. 

2 An institution for learning Islamic sciences run by Dawat-e-Islami. [Translator’s Notes] 
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26. Amazing handkerchief 

Sayyiduna ‘Ubbad Bin ‘Abdus Samad iujbSiAi has narrated, ‘One day we went to the 
house of Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik He asked his maid to lay down the dining- 

mat and bring the handkerchief. The handkerchief she brought needed to be washed. He 
ai&jisSaiicsA? instructed her to put it into fire. Therefore, she put the handkerchief into fire. 
After a little while, when it was taken out of fire it was as white as milk. 

Amazed, we asked, ‘What is the secret in this?’ Sayyiduna Anas c&t replied, ‘This is 
the handkerchief that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of 
Jannah would wipe his luminous face with. Whenever we need to wash it, 

we just put it into fire like this, because anything that touches the blessed faces of the 
Noble Prophets cannot be burned by fire.’ (Al-Khasais-ul-Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 134) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! As regards this great parable Maulana Rum has stated 

in his ‘Masnawi Sharif, 


Ay dil-e-tar sindah az nar-o- ‘aidb 
Ba chuna dast-o-lab-e-kun iqtarab 
Chun jamaway ra chuna tashrif dad 
Jan-e- ‘ashiq ra chaha khawahad kashad 


O heart, who fears the punishment of Hell, why do you not get near the holy hands? 
That made a lifeless handkerchief so great that even the fire could not bum it 
So why will Hell touch the one who truly loves him? 


Aqa Jz: J* ka gada hun ay jahannam! Tu bhi sun lay 
Woh kaysay jalay jo kay ghulam-e-Madam ho 


O Hell, know that I am a slave of the Holy Prophet 
How can he be burnt who is a slave of the Noble Prophet 
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27. Abu Hurayrah’s & provisions for journey 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has stated, ‘During a Ghazwah, the Muslim army 

had nothing to eat. The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most 
Generous and Kind JUs-jtfbssisJtsSaii! j* asked me, ‘Do you have anything?’ I said that I had 
some dates in my bag. He asked me to bring the bag. I brought it. There 

were 21 dates in the bag. The Noble Prophet J* put his blessed hand over 

them and made Dua. He J* then said, ‘Call ten people.’ I called ten people, 

they came and ate till they were satiated and left. Again, I was ordered to call ten people, 
they also ate and left. 

In groups of ten, people continued to come and eat to their satiation and then leave until 
the whole army ate. Thereafter, pointing towards the remaining dates he JUs-jlsssisiJbtfiii i j* 
said, ‘O Abu Hurayrah aifcjisSiiio*?, put them in your bag and eat from it whenever you 
like, but do not empty out the bag.’ Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah goes onto say, ‘I 

ate dates from that bag not only in the time of the Holy Prophet JU3«jk«si6jisS*iii J* but also 
in the reign of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam and Sayyiduna 
‘Usman Ghani In addition to distributing dates among people, I also gave 

about fifty Wasq of dates in the path of Allah and ate more than two hundred Wasq of 
dates myself. When Sayyiduna ‘Usman Ghani at*. Jia iAi was martyred that bag was 
Stolen from my home.’ (Al-Khasais-ul-Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 85) 

May Allah Js-sJs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (JUo alll c-JLsM <Jp l^Lszs 


Dear Islamic brothers! A Wasq is equivalent to sixty Sa and one Sa is equal to 270 
Tola 1 . In other words, from those twenty one dates, nearly 40000 kilograms of dates 
were eaten. This is all Allah’s gracious bounty that He has bestowed upon His 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* so many powers and great miracles. Indeed 

our Holy Prophet possesses great and glorious status. By his blessings, his 

devotees are also given many powers. Hence, here is an incident about a saintly miracle 

1 Tola is a weighing unit used in the sub continent. It is approximately 12 grams. [Translator’s Note] 
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of Sadr-ul-Afadil Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddm Muradabadi who was the 

Khalifah of Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 

28. Saintly miracle of Sayyid Muhammad Na’imuddin Muradabadi 

Maulana Manzur Ahmad Ghauswi urA 3 ' 4 j' ^~cr has narrated that Shaykh Sayyid 
Muhammad Na’imuddin Muradabadi a renowned exegetist of the Quran, 

would regularly offer Salat-ul-Fajr with Jama’at in a local Masjid. Before he went to the 
Masjid, a big tea pot would be placed over fire for making tea. The tea would be ready on 
his return. 

A large number of people would come to meet him. Usually, there would be almost 50 to 
200 people in the gathering. Occasionally, the room and its adjacent hall would overflow 
with disciples and devotees. As soon as he entered and sat down in the room he would 
be served with a cup of tea and a biscuit which he would pass to the first person sitting to 
his right with his own hands. He would pass almost four to six cups in this manner and 
would let the servants serve the rest. All the attendees would eat and so would the Shaykh 
This was the Shaykh’s breakfast; a cup of tea and a biscuit. Shaykh Maulana 
Sayyid Manzur Ahmad &\ka-z has asserted that one pot of tea would be sufficient for 
all the attendees whether they would be in large number or in small. It never happened 
that more tea had to be prepared in case of the arrival of more people. 

It is evident from this incident that this is indeed one of the many daily saintly miracles 
of Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddm Muradabadi Jji ai. (Tankh-e-lslam ki 
AzTm Shakhsiyyat Sadr-ul-Afadil, pp. 333-334) 

May Allah 3a*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Hamayn ay ‘Attar sunnT ‘alimaun say piyar hay 
jU. ; s5*-kUb’C_a&l Do jahan mayn apna bayra par hay 

O ‘Attar! We love Sunni scholars indeed 

In both worlds, we will succeed 
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29. The disabled should get share 

Hakim Muhammad Ashraf Qadiri ChishtI from Sardarabad (Faisalabad) has stated, ‘I 
had got married long ago but was not yet blessed with children. I consulted many doctors, 
tried different medicines, recited many invocations and made a lot of supplications, but 
I was still childless. One day, I requested the honourable grand Muhaddis of Pakistan 
Sayyiduna Maulana Sardar Ahmad Khan to make Du’a for me. 

A few days later, my neighbour Chaudhri ‘Abdul Ghafur told me that he had seen an 
honourable Shaykh in his dream during the last three nights. He also saw me 

stand along with the Shaykh with a baby boy in my lap. The Shaykh 

told my neighbour in the state of dream that Hakim should give a goat in Sadaqah 
(charity) from which a share should be given to the disabled. Hence, I mentioned this 
dream to the honourable Shaykh Sardar Ahmad Khan iy*Pi tec and expressed my 
intention to sacrifice a goat and give it to the Jami’ah Razawiyyah (the Islamic university 
used to be supervised by the honourable Shaykh Sardar Ahmad Khan He 

replied, ‘O Mr. Hakim! By the grace of Allah many sacrificial goats are 
brought here. It is better that you cook meat and bread at your home on Friday, recite 
Fatihah and distribute the food amongst the poor, after Salat-ul-Jumu’ah. Both you and 
your wife eat this food and the disabled should also be given a share from it.’ 

The noteworthy point here is that while informing the honourable Shaykh Sardar Ahmad 
Khan about the dream, I made no mention of the share of the disabled. The 

honourable Shaykh -^JtsSsii mentioned it himself [out of his own awareness] and this 
was indeed a saintly miracle of him that he himself informed me of Ghayb! Therefore, I 
did what Shaykh asked me to. Later on, by the grace of Allah and by the 

blessing of the Du’a of the honourable grand Muhaddis of Pakistan I was 

blessed with a baby boy.’ (Hayat-e-Muhaddis-e-A’zam, pp. 260) 
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30. Name can also work wonders 

Dear Islamic brothers! The teacher of scholars, spiritual guide, spiritual successor of Ala 
Hadrat his Excellency the grand Muhaddis of Pakistan Maulana Sardar Ahmad Qadirl 
ChishtI was an erudite scholar. Many renowned scholars graduated under 

his guidance. Many saintly miracles are reported to have taken place from him. 

Hence, Maulana Karam Din (Khatlb 1 of Masjid Chuck Number 356 GB) has stated, 
‘Once I had to travel to Sharaqpur to purchase a bull. On the way, I suffered from 
migraine (i.e. severe headache confined to one side of the head). I finally reached 
Sharaqpur where I discovered that both the honourable sons (of the deceased saint of 
Sharaqpur) had gone for Hajj. While returning, the pain became severe. I was in a state 
of misery and helplessness. As I was walking along the bank of the river, I came across a 
piece of paper. Picking it up, I wrote the name of the grand Muhaddis of Pakistan 
Maulana Sardar Ahmad Qadirl ChishtI on it. I then tied this Ta’wiz [amulet] 

to the painful area. The pain was immediately relieved, and I became well.’ 

(Hayat-e-Muhaddis-e-A’zam, pp. 261) 


31. Tube light obeyed 

Dear Islamic brothers! One whose name is so blessed, how blessed would be his words! 
Here is a heart-warming incident about the blessings of the words uttered by the grand 
Muhaddis of Pakistan Maulana Sardar Ahmad Khan 

Once he was delivering a speech in a Milad-Ijtima in Jhang Bazaar Ghanta Ghar. The 
subject of his speech was the Nur [refulgence] of the Holy Prophet j*. 

During his speech, his attention was diverted by a repeatedly flickering tube light. Turning 
towards the tube light and addressing it, he said, ‘O tube light, you are flickering, 
whereas the whole world is enlightened by the Nur of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
qtaiAiJ*. [Therefore,] why are you being ungrateful? Beware! I warn you not to 
flicker any more...’ The slogan ‘y-s 4i 0- JtaJLi aJJl Jj-ij Lf echoed everywhere in the air. 


The person who delivers Islamic speeches in Masjid. [Translator’s Note] 
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All the attendees witnessed that the tube light remained on without flickering till the end 
of the Ijtima. (Hayat-e-Muhaddis-e-A’zam, pp. 263) 


(jp (judi iiii jp ijivs 


Weevils infestation and headaches are prevented 

Dear Islamic brothers! How great the practicing scholars are? We should always seek the 
blessed company of the scholars of Ahl-e-Sunnat. Shaykh Sayyiduna Kamaluddln 
Addamiri has stated, ‘Some scholars have told me that if the names of the 

seven renowned scholars of Madlnah are written on a piece of paper and placed in flour 
or wheat, that flour will remain safe from the infestation of weevils. Further, if the piece 
of paper (with names of scholars written on it) is tied to the painful area of the head or if 
these names are recited and blown upon the head, then the headache will be relieved, 
Here are the seven names: 

((Jlij fill ^4^rj) j *** aj yl \ 

(Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 53) 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is evident that great blessings lie in the names of true Islamic 
scholars and the pious. If their names can bring about blessing, then how blessed and 
sacred their books, speeches, company, visit to their shrines and the meal of their Niyaz 
would be! 

(Jp (JUu alii c-JLiM (J^ - Ijlvs 


32. Dough was given to beggar 

A beggar once knocked on the door of the house of Shaykh Sayyiduna Habib ‘AjamI 
His wife had gone to the neighbour’s house to make arrangement to light 
fire so that she could cook bread; leaving behind the dough she had already prepared. 
The Shaykh gave that dough in charity to the beggar in her absence. 
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When she came back and did not find the dough she asked about it. The Shaykh 
said that someone had taken it to bake bread. On her insistence he finally revealed that 
he had given it in charity. She replied, This is indeed a very good act, but we 

also need something to eat.’ Immediately a person brought some meat and bread. The 
Shaykh said, ‘Look! How quickly it was returned to you, along with prepared 

meat gravy.’ (Raud-ur-Riyahin, pp. 152) 

May Allah J«5£- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


Sadaqah does not decrease wealth 

Dear Islamic brothers! The things given in the path of Allah do not go to waste. Besides 
being entitled to reap great rewards in the Hereafter, sometimes, one is immediately 
rewarded with something better in the world. There is no doubt that spending money 
etc. in the path of Allah does not decrease one’s wealth but increases it. 

Hence Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah i j* has stated, ‘Sadaqah [charity] does not decrease 

wealth and Allah J«3£ increases the status of the one who forgives others. Whoever adopts 
humility for the pleasure of Allah is granted elevation by Allah Js-sK’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1397, 
Hadis 2588) 


Well-water increases when drawn 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated that it 

has been observed that the amount of the Zakah of the person who pays it keeps increasing 
every year. The farmer who plants seeds into the ground empties his sacks apparently 
but, in fact, fills them with more seeds [after the season]. On the contrary, the farmer 
storing grain sacks at home may lose them because of rats and weevils. It may also mean 
that spending the money from which charity is given multiplies it, &i . As we 

can see that the well-water increases when drawn. (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 3, pp. 93) 
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Retribution of not giving Zakah 

Dear Islamic brothers! Remember! As there are many rewards for the one who gives 
Zakah, there are also severe punishments for those who do not. Describing the 
punishments stated in the Quran and Hadis, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver 
of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan c has stated, ‘The 
summary is that the gold and the silver whose Zakah was not paid will be seared (heated) 
on the Day of Judgement. The foreheads, sides and backs of those not giving Zakah will 
then be branded with this hot gold and silver. A burning stone from Hell will be placed 
on his head and breast which will pierce the breast and emerge from the shoulders. 
When placed on the shoulders, it will pierce through the bones and emerge from the 
breast. It will then pierce the back and emerge from the side. It will then pierce the back 
of neck and emerge from the forehead. On the Judgement Day the wealth whose Zakah 
is not given will transform into a fierce serpent and will run after the person who had 
not paid Zakah. The person will try to stop the serpent with his hand but the serpent will 
chew his hand and will then coil around his neck. Then taking that person’s mouth into 
its mouth, the serpent will chew his mouth uttering ‘I am your wealth’, ‘I am your treasure.’ 
It will then chew the whole body.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadXd), vol. 10, pp. 153) 

Admonishing the one not giving Zakah, Shaykh Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
has further stated the frightening torment of the Judgement Day in these words, ‘O dear! 
Do you think that these sayings of Allah and His Prophet j* are of no 

importance? Do you consider these punishments easy to bear on 50,000 years long Day 
of Judgement? Sear a coin in the fire of this world and brand your body with it. There is 
no comparison between the fire (of this world) and the blazing inferno (of Hell); between 
a small coin and the wealth accumulated during the whole life; between the temporary 
pain in this world and the thousand years’ lasting pain in the Hereafter; between the 
branding with a small coin and bone piercing punishment. May Allah Js-sS^ guide the 
Muslims! (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadXd), vol. 10, pp. 175) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Join the righteous environment of Dawat-e-Islami, JU-iV- 

you will learn the rulings of Sharl’ah regarding Zakah and Sadaqah and be inspired to act 

accordingly. Here is a Madam incident to enhance one’s admiration to Dawat-e-Islami. 
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33. A Korean comes into fold of Islam 

A MadanI Qafilah of the devotees of Rasul travelled to a locality in Korea. Approaching 
the Islamic brothers, a non-Muslim Korean national asked them if they were Muslims. 
The brothers replied, ‘j^Jj we are Muslims.’ He then asked as to what they were 
wearing on their heads. They politely explained to him that they were wearing turbans, 
a dignified Sunnah of the Noble Prophet ajb Jjiii dbi j*. He then inquired about 
the beard. Again the brothers replied that it was also a dignified Sunnah of the Noble 
Prophet 

Inspired, the Korean national then said, ‘I had only read about Islam in books but had not 
seen anyone practise it. This is for the first time that I have witnessed Islam personified. 
This has impressed me a lot. Kindly, make me a Muslim.’ By the grace of Allah J«S£, the 
non-Muslim embraced Islam by the blessing of beholding the gleaming turbans and 
beards of the devotees of Rasul of the MadanI Qafilah. 

Un kd Diwanah ‘Imamah aur zulf-o-rish mayn 
Wahl Daykho to sahl lagta hay kitna shandar 

How dignified looks the devotee of the Rasul 
With a beard on his face and a turban on his head 

Dear Islamic brothers! Muslims today have adopted a wicked lifestyle. It is very sad that 
Muslims’ attire and appearance reflect the filthy culture of the non-Muslims. Do not be 
deceived by Satanic whispers that people will stay away from you if you wear a turban or 
have a beard. In fact, it is not the turban or beard; it is one’s misbehaviour, fast-talking and 
immoral character that make people stay away from him. You should therefore adhere to 
the Sunnah and become a reflection of it. Reform your character, keep your tongue in 
control, and be courteous and polite. By doing this, you will see how people come closer 
to you. 

In the incident above, you have just heard how the Sunnah-Inspiring dress and the 
politeness of the devotees of Rasul inspired a non-Muslim to revert to Islam. Here is 
another incident that further illustrates the blessings [Barakah] of travelling in the 
MadanI Qafilah. 
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34. Glowing faces led to embracing Islam 

In 1425 A.H. (January 2005), the Nigran of Dawat-e-Islami’s MarkazI Majlis-e-Shura 
and a few members of Majlis Berun-e-Mulk [committee for foreign countries] travelled 
with a Madam Qafilah to South Africa from Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi [Pakistan], The 
Qafilah went to see a land for the construction of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam Markaz, 
Faizan-e-Madinah. The brothers already present there at the site welcomed them with 
open arms. Inspired by seeing the glowing faces of the bearded and turbaned devotees of 
Rasul, the owner of that piece of land, a non-Muslim, came forward to the Nigran of Shura 
and said, ‘Please make me Muslim.’ He was immediately made to repent of unbelief and 
embrace Islam. Islamic brothers were overwhelmed with joy, and their chanting ‘Allah, 
Allah’ filled the air. 


Tu darhi barha lay ‘Imamah saja lay 
Hay achcha, nahln hay burn Madam Mahaul 
Yaqinan Muqaddar kd woh hay sikandar 
Jisay khayr say mil gaya Madam Mahaul 

Wear beard and turban as part of your garment 
Very great, not bad is the Madani environment 
Indeed fortunate is he who, by divine bestowment 
Has joined the Madani environment 




35. Judge’s dough 

Shaykh Salih *&$*&&&, the son of the Imam of millions of Hanabilites, Shaykh Sayyiduna 
Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal was the QadI (Judge) of Isfahan, [Iran], Once, Imam 

Ahmad’s servant prepared bread with the dough he had taken from the kitchen of his 
son, Shaykh Salih «skjfes s Aiia £ i?. When the servant served the bread to Imam Ahmad Bin 
Hanbal the Shaykh asked as to why it was very soft. The servant replied that 

he had taken dough from the kitchen of his son who is the QadI of Isfahan. The Shaykh 
said, ‘Why did you take dough from his kitchen? Now, I will not consume this bread.’ 
He then asked the servant to give the bread to some beggar and instructed him to inform 
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the beggar that the bread was prepared with the dough taken from a judge’s house. 
Coincidently, forty days passed but no beggar came. As a result, the bread went bad. The 
servant then fed the bread to the fish of the Tigris river. Since then, Shaykh Sayyiduna 
Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal never ate any fish from that river. What magnificent 

level of piety the great Imam possessed! (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, pp. 197) 

May Allah j«5*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! How pious and ascetic Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal 
was! He abstained from consuming the bread that had come from the kitchen 
of his own son just because his son was a judge. Though the money earned by a judge is 
not Haram, it is extremely difficult for a judge to uphold justice in an equitable way. 
Even if he is able to maintain justice equitably, a judge is a government employee who 
receives his salary from state-treasure that is unlikely to be free from unlawful money as 
the state-treasure is, sometimes, accumulated by unlawful and oppressive means. 

Therefore, Shaykh Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal did not eat the bread made from 

the dough of a judge. He even abstained from consuming fish from the Tigris river just 
because of an outside chance that the fish may have fed on that bread. This was indeed 
an immense level of the asceticism of Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal asfejtsSjAi&a^. 


36. Saintly miracle of Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal possessed a very high rank. It is 

stated that a woman’s feet were paralyzed. She sent her son to the Shaykh with 

a request to make Du’a for her. When he heard of her condition, he made Wudu and 
began to offer Salah. The young lad returned home. When he knocked at the door of his 
home, he was amazed to see that it was his mother who had opened the door, and had 
recovered from paralysis by virtue of the Shaykh’s Du’a. ( Tazkira-tul-Auliya, pp. 196) It is an 
act of great reward to respect the righteous and pious servants of Allah as stated in the 
following parable. 
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37. Reward of respecting the pious 

A person saw a deceased man in his dream and asked as to how Allah JsA^ treated him. 
The deceased replied, ‘Allah jsA*- has forgiven me!’ The dreaming person asked, ‘Which 
deed led to your forgiveness?’ He replied, ‘Once Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Ahmad Bin 
Hanbal was making Wudu at a riverbank where I was also sitting at a high 

place for making Wudu. When I noticed that the great Imam jus Ai' was sitting 
downstream from me, I moved to a lower place out of respect. This deed of ‘treating the 
saint with respect’ was the cause for my absolution.’ 

May Allah JsA^ have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
(Jp (JUo alll JlA L-JLiM <Jp l^Lszs 


38. Gold shoes 

A renowned Muhaddis Shaykh Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Khuzaymah has 

stated, ‘I was deeply sad when Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Abu ‘Abdullah Ahmad Bin 
Hanbal passed away. One night I had a dream in which I saw him walk in a 

gracefully dignified manner. I asked him, ‘O Abu ‘Abdullah! What kind of [walking] 
style is this?’ He replied, ‘Servants in Paradise walk like this.’ Then I asked him, cL Sill Jil U 
‘How did Allah Js-A*- treat you?’ He replied, ‘Allah JsA^ has not only forgiven and crowned 
me but has also given me the shoes of gold. He JsAs- then said to me, ‘O Ahmad! You 
have been blessed with all this because you declared the Quran as My (Allah’s) Words. 
Allah j*A^ further said, ‘Ask me the same Du’a as you used to do in the world.’ I [Imam 
Ahmad ^jMsiiaaU] then made the Du’a, ‘O my Allah JU-A*-! Everything ...’ When I had 
only said these words, Allah JsA^ said, ‘Everything is provided for you.’ Upon this I said, 
‘Everything is because of Your omnipotence.’ Allah Almighty J*A*- replied, ‘You have 
told the truth.’ 

Then I requested, ‘Ya Allah J*AA Forgive me without holding me accountable.’ Allah JsAt 
said, ‘We have forgiven you!’ Then Allah Js-A*- further said, ‘O Ahmad! This is Paradise. 
Enter it.’ When I entered, I saw that Sayyiduna Sufyan Saurl had two wings 

whereby he was flying in Paradise from one date tree to another uttering these words, 
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‘All praise is for Allah J«5£ who has made His promise come true and has made us 
inheritors of Paradise. We abide herein wherever we wish and the reward for the people 
who perform good deeds is indeed excellent.’ I asked him, ‘How is Shaykh Sayyiduna 
‘Abdul Wahhab Warraq He told me, ‘I left him at the sea of Nur.’ I then 

inquired about Shaykh Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi He informed, ‘He is present 

in the court of Allah JsaK In front of him is a dining-mat and Allah’s special attention is 
towards him and He JmS*- is telling him, ‘O the one who avoided foods and drinks in the 
world! Now eat and enjoy in this world.’ (Sharh-us-Sudur, pp. 289) 

May Allah J*s5a have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

39. Forgiveness on every lash of whip 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see? When pious people move from this world to the 
Hereafter after they had endured hardships for their religion, how graciously they are 
blessed by Allah JsAH The leader of thousands of Hanabilites 1 , Shaykh Sayyiduna Abu 
‘Abdullah Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal faced up to severe agony and torture, just 

for upholding the truth. 

Once the Abbasid caliph, Mu’tasim Billah ordered one of his executioners to whip Imam 
Ahmad Bin Hanbal His back was covered in blood as whips rained down on 

his bare back. He was beaten so severely that even his skin came off. While being whipped, 
his pyjama started to slip, so he made Du’a, ‘Ya Allah JuAd You know I am right (i.e. 
what I have stuck to is the truth). Save me from the unveiling of my Satr 2 .’ JhA^sjf! 
The pyjama did not slip any longer. The Imam then fainted. As long as he remained 
conscious, he would say on every lash of the whip, ‘I forgive Mu’tasim.’ 

Later on, when he was asked as to why he forgave Mu’tasim, he jus s&i i&v replied, 
‘Mu’tasim is a descendant of Sayyiduna ‘Abbas Ait jm aLi o*?, an uncle of the Holy 


1 Followers of Hanbal! school of Islamic law, founded by Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal 

2 The area from below the navel to and including the knees. [Translator’s Notes] 
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Prophet JUs *ah <j*. If it is announced on the Judgement Day that Ahmad Bin 

Hanbal did not forgive the descendant of the uncle of the Holy Prophet J*, 

I would feel very ashamed of it.’ (Ma’dan-e-Akhlaq, vol. 3, pp. 37-39) 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Iyad has reported that Sayyiduna Ahmad Bin 

Hanbal d&M&v was kept in captivity for 28 months (over two years). During this 
period, he used to be lashed every night till he fainted. He was lacerated by swords, and 
was trampled upon. Despite facing so many severe punishments he remained staunch 
[on his stance]. His steadfastness is really exemplary. (Tabqat-ul-Kubra, vol. l,pp. 79) 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Hafiz Ibn Jauzl Ai 1*^ has narrated from Muhammad Bin 
Ismail «*sUjus-lii isf? that Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal was lashed 80 such whips 

that would have made even an elephant scream if it had been lashed, but the patience of 
the Imam is really marvellous. ( Ma’dan-e-Akhlaq, vol. 3, pp. 106) 

Tarapna is tarah bulbul, kay bdl-o-per na hilayn 
Adab hay lazmi shahaun kay astanay ka 

O nightingale! Writhe without moving your hair and wings 
Abiding by the manners of the courts of kings 

ijp (JUu all! Cj-JL-^-! 


40. Thief instructed to be patient 

During captivity, Allah helped Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal \ksf-z through a man 
named, Abul Haysam ‘Ayyar. One day when the Imam was brought to be lashed, Abul 
Haysam ‘Ayyar approached him and said, ‘O Ahmad isM I am so-and-so thief, 

and I received eighteen thousand lashes so that I would confess to robbery and theft. I 
knew I was a liar but still I did not admit to my crimes. Your stand is lawful. Don’t get 
scared of these whips.’ From that day on, whenever the Imam felt pain because of being 
whipped he used to recall the words of that thief. Afterwards, the Imam \kJ-o- would 
always make Du’a of mercy for him. (Tabqat-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 78-79) 
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Shaykh Sayyiduna Bishr Bin Haris efaXss&kfv has stated: ‘He [i.e. the Imam was 

put in the furnace (i.e. jail) to be tested, and he came out as shining gold (because of his 
determination). (Tabqat-ul-Kubra, vol. l,pp. 80) 


Bounties of Allah 3?# on His Auliya juc iisi )4>j 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see? Allah’s special blessings are showered upon those 
who endure hardships in His path, with a smiling face. Allah bestowed his bounties 
upon Shaykh Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi Jji who adopted hunger and thirst to 

please Allah subduing his carnal desires. 

Likewise, our Ghaus-e-A’zam, Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Abdul Qadir Jllanl tU o-gJ also 
suppressed his carnal desires and was disinterested in foods and drinks. Imam 
Ahmad Raza ^ JisSsJb &■&, a devotee of Rasul and a great saint, has written a couplet 
describing the bounties of Allah upon Ghaus-e-A’zam, Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Abdul 
Qadir Jllanl 

Qasmayn day day kay khilata hay pilata hay tujhay 
Piyara Allah JUsV- tayra, chahnay wala tayra 

Rab JU insists and feeds you mercifully 
Your Allah who likes you graciously 

(Jp (Jliu ihl C-JLiM <Jp Ijlvs 


Dear Islamic brothers! In order to learn the knowledge of Shari’all and Sunnah, remain 
associated with the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. You will reap 

blessings in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. Here is a faith-refreshing parable 
regarding the Madam marvels of Dawat-e-Islami. 

41. Brain tumour cured 

A brother from Balbahar in district Chandrapur, Maharashtra India, has explained in his 
own words how he joined the righteous Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. He has 
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stated, ‘When I was 7 years of age, my left eye got injured by a stone. Treatments eased the 
pain but my eyesight got weaker and weaker. Instead of learning a lesson from this injury, 
I became more heedless and started listening to music and going to dancing clubs. 

As a result of committing these sins I had severe pain in my left eye. I was diagnosed 
with a brain tumour. We visited several hospitals for treatment but my condition 
worsened. My neck tilted to one side and it became difficult for me even to have meals. 
My family was very troubled because of my condition. Meanwhile, a Madam Qafilah of 
Dawat-e-Islami arrived in our village. Delivering the call to righteousness, the Islamic 
brothers of the Madam Qafilah invited all of our family’s male members to come and 
listen to the speech in a nearby Masjid. We all excused telling them our situation. The 
voice of the speech being delivered by the preacher in the Masjid was reaching our home, 
and we could all hear it clearly. My family members were very impressed by the speech 
and decided to attend the upcoming Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ in Durug. In the Ijtima’ 
the speech was followed by an overwhelming Du’a session. Having returned from the 
Ijtima’, I got CT scan done, the CT scan report showed that there was no brain tumour, 
whereas previous reports had confirmed it. My family was so moved by this incident 
that they themselves adorned my head with a green turban.’ 


‘Ataye Habib-e-Khuda JUs«dts«i 2 j!astiJ* Madam Mahaul; 
Hayfaizan Ghaus-o-Raza Madam Mahaul 

Ay bimar-e- ‘isyan tu a ja yahan per; 

Gundhaun ki day ga dawa, Madam Mahaul 
Sanwar jdye gi akhirat J^sv-AiJteT!_$,&] 

Turn apnaye rakho sada, Madam Mahaul 

Gift of the Beloved Prophet is the Madani environment 
Blessing of Ghaus and Roza is the Madani environment 
If you have the illness of sin, 

You will get the treatment, come and join the Madani environment 
You will get absolution, Allah JU-si*- willing, 

Keep yourself attached to the Madani environment 
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42. Awareness of heart feelings 

Data Ganj Bakhsh Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘All Hajwayri s&i ten? has stated, ‘I and two 
other friends of mine were on our way to visit Shaykh Ibn ‘Ala ^jissjsitera-, in his village 
called Ramllah. During the journey, we decided that each one of us would keep a wish in 
heart. I wished that Shaykh Ibn ‘Ala * 4 z$&j&te*-<? tell me the couplets and Du’a of Husayn 
Bin Mansur Hallaj *fcjfsSjt>\teb?. My other friend wished that his ill spleen be cured, and the 
third one wished to eat halvah SabunI (a dessert). 

When we arrived, the Shaykh had already got the couplets and Du’a of Husayn Bin 
Mansur Hallaj ofcjbSgtiitet? written for me. He handed it to me as we walked in and then 
passed his hand over the abdomen of the other friend, curing his spleen. Then, addressing 
the third friend, he said, ‘Dessert is a fancy food of the kings but you are wearing the 
dress of the Sufis! Adopt one of the two.’ (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 384) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


43. Did Husayn Bin Mansur say '-i V [Anal-Haqq]? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! By the grace of Allah the pious saints can get 
aware of the inner feelings of a person as obvious from the above parable that Sayyiduna 
Shaykh Ibn ‘Ala ajfcjtss^i&a^, without being informed by anyone, revealed the wish of Data 
Ganj Bakhsh ‘All Hajwayri and that of his two other companions. Further, he 

fulfilled the desires of two while bestowed a Madani pearl of advice upon the third one. 

This parable also portrays Husayn Bin Mansur Hallaj asfejttfsAi&sv in a positive manner. 
There is a widespread misconception that he had said til [Anal-Haqq] literally translated 
as ‘I am Haqq (God).’ Removing this misconception, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, 
Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated: ‘Shaykh Sayyiduna 

Husayn Bin Mansur Hallaj jiss was popularly known as ‘Mansur’ but this is his 
father’s name. His name is Husayn. He was from amongst the greatest saints. One of his 
sisters was higher than him, by several ranks, in sainthood and gnosis. She used to go to 
the jungle in the later part of the night and occupy herself with the remembrance of 
Allah Js-sSt. 
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One night he woke up and did not find her in home. He became suspicious. The next 
night he pretended to be sleeping and as usual his sister got up in the middle of the night 
and went on her way. He quietly followed her. He saw that a rubies goblet descended 
from the sky attached to a gold chain. When it reached close to her lips, she started to 
drink from it. Husayn Bin Mansur Hallaj ksfv was anxious to have some of this 

heavenly beverage, so he called out spontaneously, ‘Sister! By Allah JkA*-, leave some for 
me.’ She left a sip for him. As soon as he drank that sip, he started hearing a call from 
every plant and herb, from every wall and door, ‘Who is more deserving of being killed 
in Our path?’ He started replying ji-Sl \S\ (Ana La-Ahaqq) that is ‘Certainly, it is me who 
is the most deserving .’ 

People misheard it as '-di ‘Anal-Haqq’ [I am Haqq (God)] and assumed that he had 
claimed divinity. This phrase (i.e. claiming to be God) is a statement of Kufr and 
proclamation of such a phrase by a Muslim is apostasy. Punishment for apostasy is death 
penalty. It is stated in Sahih Bukhari that the Noble Prophet has stated, 

‘Kill the one who converts from his [Islamic] faith.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadxd), vol. 26, pp. 400) 

x^sS\[ Associating oneself with the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami and 
travelling in Madam Qafilahs is an excellent way to rectify one’s beliefs and deeds. 




44.1 was alcoholic and thief 

An Islamic brother from Bombay, India has stated: ‘I had become addicted to drinking 
and gambling from a very young age. I used to be considered a master of smuggling 
diamonds and gold into the country. Some Islamic brothers of Dawat-e-Islami would 
hold a brief religious speech Ijtima’, every Friday, in our area. My mother would ask me 
to attend it, but I would turn a deaf ear to her. Once due to the individual effort of my 
mother I attended the speech during which I liked the preacher’s manner of delivering 
the speech but could not comprehend it. After the speech the preacher approached me 
and, making individual effort, tried to convince me to attend the Sunnah-Inspiring weekly 
Ijtima’ in ‘Govandi’, a suburb of Bombay city; I agreed. 
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At the night of the Ijtima’ I went to a bar with some of my friends who all ordered wine 
but I did not feel like drinking that night. So, I just ordered a soft drink. My friends looked 
at me with surprise. I explained to them that someone had invited me to an Ijtima’ and I 
have to go over there to attend a sermon. Upon hearing this my friends burst into laughter. 
[One of them said,] ‘My friend, this is not the month of Muharram. Sermons are held in 
Muharram. I think someone has played a joke on you.’ I was also rather dubious but 
decided that I would go and if there is no Ijtima’ I would just come back. I came out of 
the bar, got into a rickshaw and went straight to the Ijtima’. The overwhelming Du’a of 
the Ijtima’ made me burst into tears. I repented of all my sins tearfully. After the Ijtima’, 
making individual effort, a preacher persuaded me to travel with a Madam Qafilah. 

j«5£. I had the privilege of travelling with the devotees of Rasul in a Madam Qafilah. 

During the Madam Qafilah, I made intentions to grow a beard on my face and to wear a 
turban. I quit the company of the drunkards and gamblers and joined the Madam 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami. I also had an eye disease, which made me feel as if I had 
a piece of grit in my eye. Doctors could not treat my disease. By the blessings 

of the Madam environment I was cured from this ailment as well.’ 

Choro may-naushiyan, mat bako galiyan 
Ao taubah karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Ay shardbi tu a, a juari tu a 
Chuiayn bad ‘adatayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Avoid abusing and give up drinking 
Let’s all repent; travel with Qafilah 
Alcoholics come, gamblers you join too 
To rid your bad habits; travel with Qafilah 

ijp (jUu all! jp IjLi 


Keep calling others to travel with Qafilah 

Dear Islamic brothers! By the blessing of a Sunnah-Inspiring speech and the individual 
effort of a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami, an alcoholic and a gambler repented of his sins 
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and joined the Madani environment by virtue of travelling with Madani Qafilah. You 
should also keep inviting others to travel with Madani Qafilahs. 

In the parable above you heard about an alcoholic. Regretfully, there are many Muslims 
who are addicted to drinking. While we are at it, let me describe the religious and worldly 
perils of drinking [and alcoholism]. 

Punishment of one sip of alcohol 

The Beloved and Blessed Rasul has stated, ‘Allah J«5s- has sent me as a 

mercy and guide for all the worlds. I have been sent to wipe out musical instruments and 
the practices of (pre-Islamic era of) ignorance. My Rab Mighty and Majestic, 
swears by His glory and greatness, ‘(If) any servant of Mine drinks even a single sip of 
alcohol, I will make him drink the like of it, from the boiling water of Hell, and (if) any 
servant of Mine abstains from drinking alcohol out of My fear, I shall give him the drink 
(of pure wine) in Paradise, in the company of good friends.’ (Mu’jam Kabir, vol. 8, pp. 197, 
Hadis 7803 & 7804) 

45. Not being able to recite Kalimah 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is feared that those who drink alcohol and play chess might not 
be able to recite Kalimah at the time of their death. Listen to two parables in this context. 

Shaykh ‘Allamah Muhammad Bin Ahmad Zahabi has stated, ‘A man used 

to remain in the company of alcoholics. When he was on his deathbed, someone tried to 
make him recite the Kalimah by reminding him but he replied, ‘You drink and give me 
some too.’ Aji sus, That person died without reciting Kalimah. [Imagine, this is the 
terrible consequence of just adopting the company of drinkers, so what would be the 
doom of those who drink themselves!] (Mu’jam Kabir, pp. 103) 

46. Nuisance of chess playing 

A chess player who was close to his death was advised to recite Kalimah, but he replied, 
‘Your king!’, and then passed away. (Mu’jamKabir, pp. 103) 
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Medical harms of alcohol 

Dear Islamic brothers! The prohibition of alcohol by Islam contains countless physical 
and spiritual benefits. Even non-Muslims are admitting its ill-effects. Therefore, a non- 
Muslim researcher comments that though the human body is immune to the 
detrimental effects of alcohol in the beginning and the drinker enjoys it, after some time 
the immunity system of the body is irreparably damaged, causing the harmful effects of 
alcohol appear permanently. Alcohol harms the liver the most, causing it to shrink. The 
kidneys are also badly affected, which eventually leads to their failure. Further, heavy 
drinking also causes the swelling of the brain and nerves. As a result, the nerves weaken 
and lose functioning. Alcohol drinking also causes swelling of the stomach and weakens 
the bones. 

Alcohol also causes severe deficiency of vitamins in the body, especially of vitamin B and 
C. If a drinker is a smoker as well, then the harms of alcohol are even worse, giving rise 
to the danger of high blood pressure, stroke and heart attack. A heavy drinker constantly 
suffers from tiredness, headaches, nausea and extreme thirst. If alcohol is drunk in a 
large quantity, it could cause the heart and the lungs to fail, which causes sudden death. 

Gar dye sharabi, miiay har kharabi 
Charhaye ga aysa nashah, Madam Mahaul 
Agar chaur daku bhi a jayain gey to 
Sudhar jayain gey gar mild, Madam Mahaul 
Namazayn jo parhtay nahin, un ko larayb 
Namazi hay dayta band, Madam Mahaul 

If drunkards come, even they will get reformed; 

Such is the intoxication of the Madani environment 
If bandits, thieves join; 

They‘ll turn good, in the Madani environment 
Those who do not pray; 

Certainly convert to Musalli, in the Madani environment 

(Jp (JUu ajdl Jl ja c-JLsM <Jp 
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47. A blind drinker 

I 1 have distinctly remembered that [in Joria Bazaar, Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi] there was 
a young labourer who was very humorous and funny. He was known for his strong build 
and fast-talking. Then he got blind and started begging. Afterwards, it turned out that he 
was an alcoholic and once he drank some spoiled [putrid] alcohol, which resulted in his 
blindness. 


Kar lay taubah aur tu mat pi sharab 
Haun geyn warnah do jahan tayray kharab 
Jo juwa khaylay, piye nadan sharab 
Qabr-o-hashr-o-nar mayn paye ‘aiab 

Repent, and quit drinking; 

Or your worlds will be hurting; 
Gambling and drinking alcohol; 

Lead to torment of Hell for body and soul 

JUS ail! i r 4 t L\ & 


48. Cloth was woven by itself 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Ahmad Naharvani a disciple of Shaykh Sayyiduna Qadi 

Hamiduddin Nagori was a saint of high spiritual rank. Shaykh Sayyiduna 

Bahauddin Zakariyya Multani was seldom impressed by anyone but he has 

remarked that if the devotional practices of Shaykh Sayyiduna Ahmad Naharvani uiso-si 
were weighed, they would be equal to the worships of ten Sufis. 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Ahmad Naharvani used to weave clothes for his livelihood. 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Nasiruddin Mahmud ku-t has reported that while weaving 

cloth at his home, at times, Shaykh Naharvani iU would be overwhelmed by 
divine-remembrance. Whenever he got into this overwhelming spiritual state, the cloth 
would continue to weave by itself. 


[The author, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 
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Once his Murshid Shaykh Sayyiduna Qadi Hamlduddin Nagori came to 

meet him. While departing, his Murshid asked, ‘Ahmad! For how long will you continue 
to do this work [of weaving]?’ Saying this, he left. Shaykh Sayyiduna Ahmad Naharvani 
ddJJt immediately got up to turn off the weaving machine but his hand got caught 
in it and broke. After this incident he quit weaving altogether and devoted himself to 
divine worship. His blessed shrine is a source of blessing and enlightenment in Badaun 
Sharif, India. 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (JUu all! c-JLil <Jp 1^L^> 


49. Watermelon seller 

Dear Islamic brothers! Scholars and saints have always been present amongst the Muslims 
from every race and occupation and this process will continue till the Judgement Day. 
Divine bounty is not limited to any one nation or race. Allah blesses whomever He 
Js-jjt wills. Several saints are always present on the earth, and the affairs of the world carry 
on by virtue of their blessings. 

Someone once complained to Shaykh Sayyiduna Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Muhaddis Dihlvl 
‘Why are the affairs of Delhi in disorder these days?’ He replied, ‘These 
days the Abdal [i.e. spiritual leader of Delhi] is a sluggish and easy going person.’ The 
complainer asked, ‘Who is he?’ He replied, ‘He is so-and-so watermelon seller in such- 
and-such market.’ That person visited the Abdal who was selling watermelons. He 
requested the Abdal to cut a watermelon and give him a slice [as if to taste it before 
purchasing] but rejected it having tasted. Then he asked for another slice. The man kept 
on doing so until he wasted so many melons. Despite the loss of several melons, the 
Abdal did not utter any word of complaint or resentment. 

After some time, the same person noticed that the affairs of Delhi were well-organized. 
He inquired about the current Abdal. The Shaykh informed, ‘The current Abdal is a water 
seller at ‘Chandnl Chowk’ and receives a Chahdam 1 for every glass he sells.’ This man 

1 A Chahdam is a quarter of a penny. [Translator’s Note] 
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went to the Abdal with a Chahdam and asked for a glass of water. The Abdal gave him 
the water but he dropped the glass of water and asked for another. The Abdal asked, ‘Do 
you have another Chahdam?’ The man said, ‘No!’ The Abdal slapped him on the head 
and remarked, ‘Have you thought that I am also like that watermelon-seller!’ (Sachchi Hikayat, 
vol. 3, pp. 97) 

May Allah 3a*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

ijp (JUu alii Jl c-JLiM (Jp 


Spiritual rulers 

Dear Islamic brothers! Saints are the spiritual rulers who, by the bounties of 

Allah Js-sSt, can get aware of the unseen matters [Ghayb]. It is not essential that every saint 
[Wall] is famous. These people are found in virtually every class of society. Sometimes, a 
saint is a common labourer, a vegetable or fruit seller, a trader or an employee, watchman 
or a mason. Not everyone can recognize them. Therefore, we should not look down on 
any Muslim. Some saints are associated with a ‘spiritual system’ as stated in the following 
account. 

Three hundred & fifty six saints of Allah 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Ibn Mas’ud has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the 

Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind J* has stated, 

‘On earth there are three hundred such servants of Allah whose hearts (spiritually) stay 
over the heart of Sayyiduna Adam Similarly, the hearts of forty such pious servants 

of Allah are on the heart of Sayyiduna Musa Further, the hearts of seven pious 

servants of Allah (spiritually) stay on the heart of Sayyiduna Ibrahim Likewise, 

the hearts of five are on the heart of Sayyiduna Jibrail while the hearts of three 

are on the heart of Sayyiduna Mikail -tiUJiguii. The heart of one of such persons is on the 
heart of Sayyiduna Israfil 

When anyone of them passes away, Allah Jsdfc replaces the deceased one with anyone from 
the group of the three. If anyone from the group of the three passes away, Allah J«3£ 
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replaces the deceased one by anyone from the group of the five. If anyone from the 
group of the five passes away, Allah JsA*- appoints anyone from the group of the seven. If 
anyone from the group of the seven passes away, Allah JsA*- appoints any one from the 
group of the forty and, if anyone from the group of the forty passes away, Allah JsA^ 
replaces the deceased one by anyone from the group of the three hundred. If anyone from 
the three hundred pious men of Allah JsA^ passes away, Allah appoints anyone 
from common people in place of the deceased one. Through them, people get life, death 
and rains. Through their blessing plants grow and disasters are warded off.’ 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Ibn Mas’ud au-Jiasbi was asked, ‘How do people get life and death 
through them?’ He replied, ‘They make Du’a for increase in the Ummah so the 

Ummah increases in numbers. They make Du’a against the tyrants thus the tyrants’ power 
is broken. They ask for rain, so it rains, and the earth sprouts out vegetation for people. 
[Through their supplications] different disasters are averted from people.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, 
vol. 1, pp. 40, Hadis 16) 

May Allah jsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Abdal 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin ‘All Hakim TirmizI has narrated 

from Sayyiduna Abu Darda tozOte dMo*?, ‘Without doubt, the Prophets visj were the 
‘Awtad’ of the earth. After all the Prophets viiJi mJx departed from the world, Allah 
made a group of people from the Ummah of Ahmad as Prophets’ successors who are 
called ‘Abdal’ These people are greater than others not only because of their 

fasts, Salah, devotional invocations and glorification of their Creator JsAs- but also 
because of their superior character, piety, truthfulness, asceticism, righteous intentions, 
protection of their hearts from the hatred of Muslims, tolerance for the attainment of 
divine pleasure, patience, wisdom, humility without helplessness, and because of their 
goodwill towards all Muslims. Thus they are the successors of the Prophets vioj^jx. 

Allah has chosen them for His Being and for granting them knowledge and His 
pleasure. Those are forty Siddlqln. Amongst them are 30 such Siddlqln whose trust in 
Allah JsA^ is similar to the trust of the Prophet Sayyiduna Ibrahim in 
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Allah J«X By the blessings of these Abdals disaster are averted, hardships of people are 
eased, rains shower, and sustenance is granted. Before anyone of them dies, another is 
appointed by Allah They neither curse anyone, nor do they hurt or beat their 
subordinates. They don’t consider anyone inferior. Further, they are not jealous of those 
who are higher than them in ranks, nor do they are greedy for worldly things. Furthermore, 
they do not adopt silence to show off, nor are they arrogant and they do not display their 
humbleness for ostentation. 

They are the nicest people to talk to and are more ascetic when it comes to subduing 
their Nafs. Generosity is an innate part of their character. They always refrain from all 
such acts disliked by saints. They are not fickle such that one day they are very pious and 
the next day they are totally heedless, but rather they are steadfast in their state [of 
devotion]. These Abdals have a special [spiritual] connection with Allah j*X. Neither the 
windstorm nor the fastest horses can catch up to them. Their hearts rise enthusiastically 
towards the sky for the pleasure of Allah J«X’ Sayyiduna Abu Darda jiss<&i then 
recited this verse: 

This is the fold of Allah. Do you hear? The fold of Allah is successful. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah Al-Mujadalah, verse 22) 

The narrator asked Abu Darda <s*?, ‘Which of the traits you have just described is 
the hardest for me to adopt? And how would I come to know that I have achieved it?’ He 
jii? mi explained, ‘You will be in the middle ranks when you dislike the worldly 
things. When you hate the materialistic worldly things, you will feel the love of the 
Hereafter. The more you distance yourself from worldly matters, the deeper love of the 
Hereafter will develop in your heart and then you will be able to distinguish between 
beneficial things and harmful ones.’ He further added, ‘In divine-knowledge, 

whoever has a sincere quest is granted correctness in his deeds and speech and is 
protected by Allah This is affirmed in His Book (the Holy Quran).’ Then the 
companion SEjts&Aioi*? recited this verse: 
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CSJ) oSM ^ 6\ 

Indeed, Allah JU-A^ is with those who fear and do good. 

[Kanz-ul-Imdn (Translation of Quran)] (Part 14, Surah An-Nahl, verse 128) 

He zszJkSdsics£o continued, ‘When we saw this verse (in the Holy Quran), we realized that 
there is nothing more delightful than seeking the pleasure of Allah.’ (Nawadir-ul-U$ul, pp. 168) 

May Allah 3is¥- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (JUo alll JL^s <Jp 1^1vs 


50. Pleas of hungry religious students 

Famous Muhaddisln Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Tabarani, Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Allamah 
Ibn-ul-Maqri and Sayyiduna Abush-Shaykh used to acquire Islamic knowledge 

in the holy city of Madlnah Once, they were faced with severe starvation. 

They all started fasting, but the pangs of hunger left them weak and exhausted. So finally 
they went to visit the sacred grave of the Holy Prophet J* and pleaded, ‘Ya 

Rasulallah JUs*j*, [that is, O Prophet of Allah! Hunger]'. Having said this 
Sayyiduna Imam Tabarani remained seated in the blessed shrine and said, ‘I 

will not get up from here unless I either get food or meet my death at this [sanctified] place.’ 

Mayn in kay dar per para rahun ga 
Paray hi rehnay say ham hoga 
Nigah-e-rahmat zarur hogl 
Ta ’am ka intizam hoga 

I will keep staying at his court 
As staying will remove my difficulty 
I will be blessed with merciful sight 
And food will be arranged for me 
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Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Allamah Ibn-ul-Maqri and Sayyiduna Abush-Shaykh jus &k\ 
returned to their house. After a little while, there was a knock on the door. As they 
answered, there was an ‘Alawi saint and his two slaves with food in their hands. 
Explaining, he said, ‘You have complained about your hunger in the court of the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet uss&i j*. Jj T he Holy Prophet jb^jusiAi J* has 

ordered me in my dream to bring food for you. Therefore, whatever I could arrange 
right away, I have brought for you. Please accept this.’ (Tazkira-tul-Huffaz, vol. 3,pp. 121) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Har tarafMadmay mayn bhir hayfaqlron kl 
Aik daynay wala hay kul jahan suwali hay 

Beggars come to Madinah 
Everywhere you see them, flocking 
There is one distributor 
The whole world is lined up, begging 

ijp (JUo alii e-JLiM <Jp l^Lszs 


Pleas are heard by the Holy Prophet ASr 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have just learned that our saints endured immense hardships 
to acquire religious knowledge. They starved, yet diligently and zealously, compiled their 
works and writings and left them for us, as a bouquet of flowers. Woe, but sadly today, 
Muslims are not interested in gaining any benefit from these volumes of works. Our saints 
were enthusiastic about accumulating the treasure of righteous deeds for their Hereafter 
but most of today’s Muslims are only obsessed about accumulating worldly wealth. 

From the above parable we have also learnt that when our saints were confronted with 
adversities, they would wholeheartedly plead the Holy Prophet JUs-dbsskJisSiiii J* for help. 
The pleas emanating from the depth of the heart, are always heard by our Noble Prophet 
JUs-jjhssfeqtdiiiiJ*. My master and a true devotee of Rasul, A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan writes in Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish: 
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Wallah J«j£ woh JWVsssfcJisS*&i j* sun layn geynfaryad ko pohanchayn gey 
Itna bhi to ho koTjo ‘Ah ’ karay dil say 

By Allah J*&, he will hear and come to comfort; 

Should someone sigh ‘Ah’from his heart 

By the grace of Allah our Noble Prophet JUj-abssU-JtsSAiii J* heard the pleas of his 
hungry devotees and immediately aided them by sending food. 

Dar-e-Rasul J- J* say ay Rdz. kya nahin miltd? 

KoTpalat kay na khalT gaya Madinay say 

O Raz! What is not given by beloved JUifftisfciJiAiii J*? 

No one left Madinah empty handed! 

Dear Islamic brothers! One of the ways of acquiring religious knowledge is to travel with 
the devotees of Rasul in the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami. In addition to the 
acquisition of knowledge, one’s worldly problems are also often resolved [by such travels]. 

51. Hepatitis C cured 

A man was confined to bed with Hepatitis C. Doctors had declared his disease incurable. 
His son travelled with the devotees of Rasul in the Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah of 
Dawat-e-Islami and made sincere Du’a for his ailing father. When he returned from the 
Madam Qafilah he was overjoyed to see that his father had recovered from his disease 
and was strolling happily. 

Bap blmar ho, sakht bayzar ho 
Pdye ga sihhatayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Wa ho bab-e-karam, dur haun saray gham 
Phir say khushiyan milayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Father is ailing, or upset wearily; 

Will recover and heal! Travel with Qafilah 
The door of mercy will open removing worry and tension; 

Happiness will be regained, travel with Qafilah 

(Jp (JUu ah! (Jp 1^1vs 
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52. An enlightened baker 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Sahal Bin ‘Abdullah Tustari once told his disciples that a 

certain baker in Basra was a saint. One of the Shaykh’s disciples travelled to Basra to 
meet that saint. Reaching Basra, he located that baker’s shop and when he got there, he 
found the saint baking bread in a clay oven. To protect his beard from fire, the saint had 
covered it with a piece of cloth. (Back then, almost all Muslim men grew beards and it 
was a common practice for bakers to cover their beards for safety). The Shaykh’s disciple 
thought that if the baker were a saint, he would not need to protect his beard from fire. 
He then approached the baker, made Salam and wished to talk. Replying to his Salam, 
the baker, who was enlightened with spiritual insight [Kashf], said, ‘You looked down on 
me, so now you cannot benefit from my words.’ Saying this, the baker refused to converse 
with him. (Ar-Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 363) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
ijp (JUo alll c-JLsM <Jp l^Lszs 


53. A saint 4 ^ dii in rags 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable clearly shows that it is not necessary at all 
for a saint to be famous, wear unusually attractive clothes and turban and have a large 
number of disciples & devotees. Allah favours whomever He thsA wills. Allah dsaS* 
has concealed His saints amongst His servants. Therefore, we should treat every pious 
person with respect as we do not know who a saint is! 

Once I [the author] was travelling with the devotees of Rasul in a Madam Qafilah of 
Dawat-e-Islami. A beardless, thin and unattractive boy was sitting near us. Dressed in 
simple clothes, he was lost in his thoughts. 

The train stopped at a station for two minutes. Getting off the train, the boy sat on one 
of the benches at the station. We all began to offer Salat-ul-‘Asr with Jama at. We had 
hardly offered just one Rak’at when we heard the whistle [as the train was about to leave]. 
People started shouting that the train was leaving. We discontinued our Salah and were 
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about to dash to board the train when this boy got up and strictly signalled to me to 
continue Salah. We again started our Jama’at. 

Amazingly, the train stood there until we had finished our Salah and boarded back on the 
train. That boy was still sitting there, gazing around, as our train left the station. I reckoned 
that perhaps he was from amongst those who remain lost in spiritual meditation. He may 
have held back the train with his spiritual powers. 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Three concealed in three 

Spiritual successor of A’la Hadrat, Sayyiduna Abu Yusuf Muhammad Sharif Kotlavi 
has narrated: ‘Allah has concealed three things in three other things: 

1. His pleasure in His obedience. 

2. His displeasure in His disobedience. 

3. His friends among His servants.’ 

He Jtz gtt\ tea- has further stated, ‘Therefore, we should do each and every good deed 
because we do not know as to which deed would please Him. Similarly, we should avoid 
each and every sin because we do not know which sin would displease Him, no matter 
how minor it seems to be. For example, using someone else’s toothpick (without 
permission) or using one’s neighbour’s soil without permission, don’t seem to be the 
matters of concern, but it is possible that the wrath of Allah be concealed in them. 
Therefore, one should take care even in such apparently-minor-looking matters.’ 
(Akhlaq-us-Salihm, pp. 56) 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to plant the seeds of devotion to the saints of Allah in 
your heart, stay associated with the Madani environment that is full of the blessings of 
saints. Regularly attend Dawat-e-Islami’s weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ held in your 
city and then see how it effects you. Here is a summary of an incident highlighting the 
benefits of the Ijtima’ to inspire you to attend it. 
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54.1 got rid of wicked habits 

A young man from Bab-ul Madinah, Karachi has stated: ‘I was arrogant because of my 
good physique and young age. I used to get my clothes tailored according to the latest 
fashions and trends. I would ride the bus to college, but would not pay the fare. When 
the money collector asked me to pay the fare I would quarrel with him. Loafing around 
all night and gambling away money were some of the wicked habits of mine. Sins had 
become a part of my character. My parents who often used to advise me had also become 
disappointed. My mother would weep and supplicate for me [but I did not care]. 

An Islamic brother would casually invite me to attend the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’, 
but I would turn a deaf ear. Once, on the night of the Ijtima’, he politely insisted, ‘Today 
you will have to go with me.’ I tried to excuse but he was persistent. The next thing I 
knew, he stopped a rickshaw and requested me to go with him. Finally, I yielded to his 
perseverance and got in the rickshaw. We went to Jami’ Masjid Gulzar-e-Habib, the first 
Madam Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. 

When the lights were switched off, for Zikr and Du’a session, I got up to leave thinking 
that the Ijtima’ had ended. Little did I know that staying for that session would prove to 
be a turning point in my life. The Islamic brother, my well-wisher, explained to me the 
situation and made me stay. During Zikr, the uproar of the rhythmic chanting had a deep 
impact on me. I swear by Allah js-s54 I had neither heard nor seen such spirituality in my 
entire life. This was followed by an inspiring Du’a. All one could hear were the sobbing 
and weeping sounds of the attendees. Even a hard-hearted person like me burst into 
tears. I repented of my past sins and joined the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami.’ 


Tumhayn lutfa jaye ga zindagl ka 
Qarib a kay daykho zara, Madam Mahaul 
Tanazzul kay gehray garhay mayn thay un kl 
Taraqqi ka ba’is band, Madam Mahaul 
Yaqlnan muqaddar ka woh hay sikandar 
Jisay khayr say mil gaya, Madam Mahaul 
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Enjoy the real taste of life; 

Come close and see, the Madani environment 
Those who were in deep pits; 

Were set back on track by the Madani environment 
Indeed fortunate is he who, by divine bestowment 
Has joined the Madani environment 


First Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami 

Dear Islamic brothers! The above incident is of the beginning era of Dawat-e-Islami. When 
we started the Madani work of Dawat-e-Islami in 1401 A.H., we did not have a suitable 
place where we could conduct our weekly Ijtima’. During that time, I 1 would personally 
visit different scholars and Shaykhs of Ahl-e-Sunnat, in Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi 
[Pakistan] and request them for their support and cooperation with Dawat-e-Islami. I 
had a passion and an obsession to establish a broad network of righteous Madani working 
for the protection of the faith of the Muslims and reform of their characters and deeds. 
My zealous enthusiasm can be best reflected in these words: ‘I must strive to reform 
myself and people of the entire world, 

Anyway, in this context, I visited the eloquent orator of Pakistan, and a true devotee of 
Rasul, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Hafiz Ash-Shah Muhammad Shah’ Okarvi a t 

his residence. When I informed him about Dawat-e-Islami, he was extremely delighted 
and handed me a personally signed letter, advocating the cause of Dawat-e-Islami. 
His devotion for [the propagation of] Maslak [doctrine] of Ahl-e-Sunnat is highly 
commendable! He was gracious enough to offer the Jami’ Masjid Gulzar-e-Habib for our 
weekly Ijtima’ without being asked for it. This Masjid is located in the heart of Karachi 
and was managed under his supervision. Thus, Jami’ Masjid Gulzar-e-Habib became the 
first Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. 

For several years, during his life and even after his demise, we conducted our weekly 
Ijtima’ at this Masjid. The number of the devotees of Rasul kept growing day by day, 
overflowing the Masjid with the attendees. Allah Jm 3£ provided the means. With the 
diligence of Islamic brothers we collected almost 22.5 million Pakistani rupees in donation 


1 [The author, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat *4 
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and purchased about 10,000 square yards [over 2 acres] of land, near the old Sabzi Mandi, 
Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi. Then we further collected millions in donation to construct 
the magnificent global Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami [‘Alami Madani Markaz] which 
includes a grand splendid Masjid, several offices to run Madani affairs, and another 
building for Jami’a-tul-Madlnah [an Institution for learning Islamic sciences run by 
Dawat-e-Islami], From here thousands of Muslims avail blessings of Madlnah as the 
mercy of Allah Js-sS^ showers over Falzan-e-Madlnah. 


Sunnat ki bahar ayi Faizan-e-Madinah mayn 
Rahmat ki ghaia chai Falzan-e-Madlnah mayn 


The spring of Sunnah has arrived in Faizan-e-Madmah; 
The clouds of mercy are all around Falzan-e-Madlnah 




55 . Parable of‘the orator of Pakistan’ 

The orator of Pakistan, Maulana Muhammad Shaft’ OkarvI sdji was an 

extraordinary devotee of Rasul. In 1418 A.H., a resident of Madlnah city, Haji Ghulam 
Shabblr told me the following faith-refreshing incident. Once the respectable Shaykh 
Sayyid Khurshld Ahmad Shah told him that the orator of Pakistan Maulana Muhammad 
Shaft’ OkarvI fi-ii a ^ once met him in tears, while they were in Madlnah, and 
requested, ‘Will you accompany me to the sacred grave [of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet I have to ask forgiveness from our Noble Prophet j*!’ 

When asked about this, he replied, ‘Yesterday in the holy Masjid of Rasulullafi 
JUs-jbskqtsSiii J*, a disrespectful speaker blasphemed the Noble Prophet JUs«tfbs«kqisS4i>i J* so 
I reprimanded him. Matters got out of hand and his supporters came and treated me 
harshly. Because of this harshness I was deeply disheartened. At night, the Holy Prophet 
blessed me with his vision in dream and said, ‘You could not even bear 
little harshness for me!’ Maulana Shafi’ OkarvI further explained, ‘The 

thing is, I felt a little pride in my heart and considered my insult beneath my dignity. 
Therefore, the Holy Prophet iAi cautioned me. Now I want to go in the 
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court of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JtsiAid* and beg forgiveness for my 

doubtfulness.’ 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
(Jp (JUu alii 1^1vs 


56. Help from the Holy Prophet 

The true devotees are treated with great indulgence! We have learned from 
the above parable that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* is always aware of 

the thoughts and affairs of his devotees, by the powers vested in him by Allah Js-sS^ and 
he jisSaisi j* at times visits them in their dreams to assist them and to rectify their 

shortcomings. Let’s hear another enlightening narrative in this context: 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Yusuf Bin Ismail Nabhani has narrated a parable about a 

HajI from Khorasan who would travel to Makkah for Hajj [pilgrimage], every year. After 
performing Hajj he would go to Madlnah where he used to visit an ‘Alawl saint, Shaykh 
Sayyiduna Tahir Bin Yahya and gift him some money. Once, a person who 

was jealous of Shaykh Tahir met the Khorasani HajI and told him that he was just 
wasting his money by giving it to Shaykh Tahir ofcjbSjtol&e because the Shaykh spends all 
his gifted money inappropriately. Therefore, for the next two years, the Khorasani HajI 
did not gift anything to the Shaykh. The third year, as he was making preparations for his 
pilgrimage, he beheld the Holy Prophet JU^bssSsJts&iii in dream. The Prophet of mankind, 
the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind jwtii j* said in 

admonition, ‘Regret on you! You have believed a jealous person and ended your kind 
behaviour with Tahir. Now make up for it and avoid cutting ties with him in future.’ 

That HajI from Khorasan was deeply regretful to have formed a negative opinion against 
the Shaykh because of hearing just one side of the story. Therefore, when he reached 
Madlnah LiiUsb, he went straight to visit the ‘Alawl Shaykh, Sayyiduna Tahir Bin 

Yahya As soon as the Shaykh saw that Khorasani HajI, the Shaykh 

said, ‘If the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JU5ioh*jt&jtsS*ii! J* had not ordered you 
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to come, you were not prepared to meet me. Listening to only one side of the story from 
my opponent you formed a negative opinion and discontinued your generosity. You have 
come here today after the Beloved Rasul JU-dWsjt&iiJ* admonished you in your dream!’ 

Overwhelmed by hearing this, the Khorasani Haji asked in utter surprise, ‘Your grace! 
How do you come to know all this?’ He replied, ‘I have known it from the very first year 
and when you avoided me the second year as well, I was deeply dejected. Then the Holy 
Prophet JUs^bssfcjtsSaiii blessed me with his vision in my dream and consoled me. He 
also told me what he had told you in your dream.’ 

The Khorasani Haji gifted a lot of money to the Shaykh and kissed his hand 

and forehead. He then apologized to the Shaykh for hurting him by forming a 

negative opinion about him as a result of hearing just one side of the story. (Mulakhkhasan 
Hujjatullahi- ‘alal- ‘AlamTn, pp. 571) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Avoid deciding until you have heard both sides of the story 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable shows that our Noble Prophet JUs-jfessfcJfcSiiiiJ* 
is well aware of the affairs of his followers. Sometimes he JUsidbssfejWsisi J* consoles the 
depressed, reforms the wrongdoers by blessing them with his vision in their dream, 
conveys call to righteousness, orders the sinners to repent and brings closer those who 
have grown apart [because of suspicions]. The Haji from Khorasan indulged in suspicion 
because of listening to the talebearer and formed a negative opinion of the Shaykh, so 
the Holy Prophet Ai j* cautioned him in his dream. 

We have also learnt the lesson that we should avoid tale-bearing and forming any opinion 
about others merely by listening to a one-sided story. Best course of action would be to 
completely avoid listening to anything negative about our fellow Muslims, unless Sharl’ah 
permits us to do so. In this way we can avoid several major sins and Haram acts, leading 
to Hellfire, like backbiting, tale-telling, suspicion about others, laying false blames on 
others and hurting others’ feelings. 
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Talebearer will not enter Paradise 

The Holy Prophet JUs -As jus a 1» has stated, ‘Talebearer will not enter Paradise. 
(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 115, Hadis 6056) And in another Hadis it is stated: ‘Tale-bearing and 
malice will certainly take one to Hell.’ ( Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 3, pp. 324, Hadis 5) 

Things that diminish one’s prestige 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Qarzi was once asked, ‘Ya Sayyidi! 

Which habits diminish one’s prestige?’ He replied, ‘Excessive talking, disclosing secrets 
and believing everyone’s (negative) comments (about others).’ (ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, 
vol. 9, pp. 352) 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Hasan Basri has stated, ‘One committing the tale-bearing 

of others to you will also be committing your tale-bearing to others.’ [In other words, 
one speaking ill of others to you will also be speaking ill of you to others]. 

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali has stated, 

‘This shows that the talebearer should neither be appreciated nor be trusted. Nor should 
he be believed. He should be avoided because he does not give up lying, backbiting, 
deceiving, breaching, jealousy, hypocrisy and having malice. He does not forgo harming 
others and is among those who disobey divine commandment by spreading hatred 
and hostility among people instead of bringing them closer. He rebels on the earth.’ 
(ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 193) Allah says in the Quran: 

The interrogation is only against those who oppress people and rebel on the earth 
unjustifiably. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 25, Surah Ash-Shura, verse 42) 

The foregoing verse also applies to the talebearer. A Hadis also reinforces this as stated 
below. 
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Signs of pious person 

The Prophet of Rahmafi, the Intercessor of Ummafi JUs^bssMsSaisi j* has stated, ‘Certainly, 
bad are those who are avoided by people because of the harm they cause to people.’ 

(Muwaftd Imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 403, Hadis 1719) 

He jusiAij* has further stated, ‘The pious servants of Allah Js-jS*- are those whose 

(mere) sight makes one remember Allah and the impious servants of Allah Js-sSs- are 
those who are talebearers, who cause separation among friends and find fault with the 
pious.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 6, pp. 291, Hadis 18020) 

At another instance he has warned, ‘Beware! Lying blackens the face and 

tale-bearing is (a cause of) torment in the grave.’ (Musnad Abi Ya’la, vol. 6, pp. 272, Hadis 7404) 
The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JLs j* has also stated, ‘Those committing 

backbiting, taunting others, tale-bearing and finding fault with the innocent will be 
raised by Allah Js-sS*- (on the Day of Judgement) in the form of dog.’ (Attarghib Wattarhib, 
vol. 3, pp. 325) 


Yd Rab-e-Muhammad Tii mujhay nayk band day 
Amraz gunahaun kay mayray sdray miia day 
Mayn ghibat-o-chughli say rahun dur hamayshah 
Har khaslat-e-bad say mayra picha Tu churn day 
Maynfaltu bataun say rahun dur hamayshah 
Chup rehnay ka Allah saliqah Tu sikha day 

Yd Rab of Muhammad J*, adorn me with piety 

Relieve me from my load of sin and immorality 
May I always refrain from backbiting and tale-bearing 
Help me to kick off all habits of transgressing 
May I always avoid idle talk, gossip and chatting 
Teach me the art of silence and sobering 

(Jp (Jliu iill Cj-kLiM (Jp Ijlvs 
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57. Shaykh assists from his tomb 

Here is an incident that took place over 700 years ago. Sultan of Mashaikh Sayyiduna 
Mahbub-e-Ilahi Nizamuddin Auliya •&> has narrated from Maulana Kathayli 

that a famine once struck Delhi. In the state of extreme hunger he (Maulana 
Kathayli Aji once got some food from somewhere. In the well-wishing of 

fellow-Muslims, he thought that he should not eat that food alone; instead, he should 
share it with any other hungry Muslim. 

Soon, a righteous individual, robed in a tattered cloak, walked past him. Maulana Kathayli 
asked that pious person to join. Both of them sat down and began to eat the 
food. During their conversation, Maulana Kathayli mentioned to the pious 

man that he was in debt of 20 rupees. The person said, ‘I will make that available for 
you.’ Maulana Kathayli thought that this person appears to be destitute, how 

will he make 20 rupees available for me! After the meal, the pious person took Maulana 
Kathayli to a nearby Masjid. Adjacent to the Masjid was a shrine where they 

paid homage. The individual stood beside the shrine and sought help, touched his stick 
to the grave twice, and pleaded in these words, ‘My friend needs 20 rupees. Kindly, help 
him.’ The person then turned towards him and said, ‘Brother, you may leave now. 
JLwjidlJteTLs.c,), You will get 20 rupees.’ 

Maulana Kathayli has stated that he kissed the hand of the individual in respect, 

and then left for the city. He was still puzzled as to where he would get the 20 rupees 
from. He had a letter as an entrustment [Amanat] which he was to deliver to someone. 
He aiSzjksjiikir? reached his destination to deliver the letter. A Turkish man was sitting at 
the balcony of his house. Seeing Maulana Kathayli he ordered his servants to 

bring him inside. The servants respectfully led him to the upper floor of the house. The 
Turkish man greeted Maulana Kathayli 4 ji i*j* very politely and graciously. He 
repeatedly said, ‘Are you not the same fellow who was very nice and gracious to me at 
such-and-such place?’ Maulana Kathayli replied that he was unable to recall 

their meeting. The Turkish man said, ‘Why are you denying now? Worry not! I do 
recognize you.’ He then brought 20 rupees and, very courteously, placed them onto the 
palm of Maulana Kathayli (Fawaid-ul-Fuwad, pp. 124) 

May Allah Js-sJs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Who causes death? 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable narrated by Shaykh Sayyiduna Mahbub-e- 
Ilahl Nizamuddin Auliya has vitalized our faith. This parable has made it clear 

that it is permissible to seek help from the saints of Allah not only in their apparent 

life but also after their demise. Likewise, it is also permissible to visit the shrine of a saint 
for help. 

However, it must be remembered that the real and absolute provider of everything is 
indeed Allah J«5s and the reference made to the saints is not literal. For example, the 
real and absolute provider of cure is Allah Js-sS*-, but people normally say, ‘O doctor! 
Make me better.’ Similarly the true giver of death is Allah JsAs but the angel Sayyiduna 
‘Izrail has been empowered by Allah Js-sJt to give death. This fact is stated in the 

Quran in 11 th verse of Surah As-Sajdah, part 21: 



Proclaim, the angel of death, who is appointed over you, causes you to die. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 21, Surah As-Sajdah, verse 11) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Even after their demise, the saints of Allah can bless others with 
their vision in the state of wakefulness and can converse with them, as shown in the 
following parable. 

58. Saints are alive 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Shah Wallyullah Muhaddis Dihlvl has narrated from his 

father Shaykh Sayyiduna Shah ‘Abdur Rahim jiP i Aji ia*? «u. that he once visited the 
shrine of Sayyiduna Khuwajah Qutbuddln Bakhtiyar Kaki jyi An *aj-. Considering 
himself unable to approach the blessed grave because of his sins, he stood at some 
distance from it. At that very moment, the Shaykh’s soul appeared and instructed him to 
come forward. As he moved forward a few steps he saw that near the blessed grave was a 
throne brought by four angels from towards the sky and Shaykh Sayyiduna Khuwajah 
Bahauddln Naqshband was seated on the throne. 
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Both of the Shaykhs jus abi began to converse secretly. [Shaykh ‘Abdur Rahim 
goes onto say] He could not hear their conversation. The angels then picked 
up the throne and carried it away. Shaykh Sayyiduna Khuwajah Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar 
Kaki then turned towards him and said, ‘Come forward.’ He ^jussii!^ then 

moved a few steps forward. The Shaykh repeatedly asked him to come forward 

and he complied, until he was very close to the honourable Shaykh t&jks&kfv. 

The Shaykh «*fejtsSsAi4a% then asked him, ‘What do you say about couplets?’ He replied, ‘A 
couplet is a poetical expression; a good couplet is good and a bad one is bad.’ The 
Shaykh kf-o said, ‘jij> hil iljLJ [may Allah Ju-sS^ grant you blessings],’ and then asked 

again ‘What do you say about a pleasant voice?’ He replied, ‘This is a grace of Allah 
granted by Him to whomever He wills.’ The Shaykh said, ‘jz-jp 

and asked once again, ‘So then, what do you say about the one blessed with both a good 
couplet and a pleasant voice?’ He said, ‘That is superb, Allah grants this to 
whomever He wills.’ The Shaykh iia^ said, Aul iljlJ! You should also, at 
times, listen to one or two couplets.’ He said, ‘Your honour, why did you not instruct me 
in the presence of his Excellency Shaykh Sayyiduna Bahauddin Naqshband 
The Shaykh jus &■<? either said that it was due to ‘respect’ or due to ‘prudence.’ 
(Anfas-ul-Arifin, pp. 44) 


Dar-e-wala pay alk maylah laga hay 
‘Ajab is dar hay iukron mayn mazah hay 
Yahan say kab koT khalTphira hay 
Sakhi Data klyeh dawlat sard hay 

There is an influx of people at the honourable court 
Where there is a strange pleasure in the bestowments 
Has anybody ever returned empty-handed from here? 
It is the court of the most generous and dear 

(Jp (JUu all! c-JLsM <Jp 1^L^> 
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59. Adherence of Imam Ahmad Raza 4 * *u' to Sunnah 

A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of 
Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan was once invited for a meal. The food had been served but 

all people present there were waiting for Imam Ahmad Raza Khan o^jJi&a^ssU. to begin 
eating. Picking up a piece of cucumber he ate it. Then he ate the second and the third. 
Following suit, the guests also stretched their hands out towards the container of 
cucumber, but A’la Hadrat stopped them and asked for the cucumber to be 

given to him all. Hence, he ate all the cucumber served on the dining-mat. 

The Shaykh would normally eat very little but had unexpectedly eaten all the 

pieces of cucumber, leaving the guests astonished. When asked about eating all cucumbers, 
the honourable Shaykh explained, ‘The first piece was bitter, and so were the 

second and the third. Since eating cucumber is a Sunnah of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet and this cucumber was bitter, I did not want anyone to spit out 

the bitter cucumber.’ 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Mujh ko mlihay Mustafa J* hi Sunnataun say piyar hay 

Do jahan mayn apna bayrd par hay 

I love Sunnahs of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUsufcwfciJtfiii j* indeed 
In both worlds J«j£kUteTL_2,£i / will succeed 

ijp (JUu alii Jl fa 


Eating dates and cucumber is Sunnah 

Dear Islamic brothers! How sincere and true devotee Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
was! Indeed, a devotee likes and reveres from the bottom of his heart every such thing 
associated with his beloved as Imam Ahmad Raza Khan revered cucumber in 

such a manner that he ate it despite it being bitter just because the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet j* liked it. 
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Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Ja’far has narrated, ‘I have seen the Noble 

Prophet JUs 4* ^ J* eat cucumber with dates.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 130, Hadis 2043) A 


renowned exegetist of the Quran, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, 


‘Dates have a natural tendency of causing warm effects whereas cucumbers have cold 
effects. Mixing both of them together makes them more effective. At times, the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet J* ate dates and cucumber together (that is he chewed 

them together), and at times he ate them separately (that is he chewed them separately). 
Occasionally, the Holy Prophet JUJ* ate watermelon and dates together. Eating 
the two together is very beneficial to one’s health. Mother of believers, Sayyidatuna 
‘Aishah Siddlqah tp has stated, ‘(Before being given away, I was very weak) My 
mother would try to make me healthier so that she may give me away to the Holy Prophet 
.sfcjtsSaiii j*. At last, she fed me dates and cucumber, which made me healthy within a 
few days.’ (Sunan IbnMajah, vol. 4, pp. 37, Hadis 3324) 

The Prophet of Rahmafi, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs-jdbssfcJtrfiiiiJ* liked both dates and 
cucumber. Some Shaykhs served dates, watermelon and cucumber, in addition 

to other foods, when they would hold Ijtima’at for the Isal-e-Sawab of the Holy Prophet 
jisSabi j*. The basis for their action is the above Hadis.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajiti, vol. 6, pp. 20-21 ) 




60.1 vow not to eat for fifteen days 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Abu ‘Abdullah Bin Khafif a-^j, was once invited somewhere 

for a meal. A starving disciple stretched his hand out towards the food before the Shaykh 
Displeased by this, another disciple placed some food into the plate of the 
starving disciple in annoyance. The starving disciple immediately realized that he had made 
the mistake of violating the proper manners of eating by stretching his hand to the food 
before his Shaykh ofcjks&tofv. To discipline his Nafs and make up for his mistake, he vowed 
not to eat for fifteen days despite being extremely hungry. (Ar-Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 179) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Scholars should begin eating first 

If some people are present at the dining-mat and, any one of them is a saint, the proper 
manner is that all others should wait unless the saint begins eating. Remember! It is not 
a condition for a saint to be an elderly person but rather a practicing scholar of Islam is 
actually a saint. Therefore, if a young scholar is present even in the presence of many old 
people, the young scholar should start eating first. 

The traits of the righteous are unique. When Shaykh Sayyiduna Abu ‘Abdullah Bin 
Khaflf s starving disciple, who was himself a righteous person, realized his involuntary 
mistake on noticing the annoyance of the other disciple, he pledged himself not to eat 
anything for 15 days in spite of being extremely hungry. In this way, he punished 
himself despite the fact that he had just stretched out his hand, not eaten anything. The 
pious men often devise strange disciplinary actions for themselves, as stated in the 
following parable. 

Atonement for putting on left shoe first 

It is stated in Kimlya-e-Saadat that a Shaykh once put on his left shoe first by 

mistake instead of the right one. Extremely saddened by missing this Sunnah, he gave 
two sacks of wheat in charity to make up for it. 

Dear Islamic brothers! It was indeed a unique manner of those great saints. If only we 
also be blessed with following in their footsteps! In order to learn Sunnahs and manners 
one should make a routine of travelling with Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam Qafilah along 
with the devotees of Rasul as there are many blessings for it. Here is one such incident. 

61. Travel to Madinah 

In order to carry out Madam activities properly, Dawat-e-Islami has divided areas into 
districts according to its organizational procedure. A responsible Islamic brother of 
Madam In’amat from one such district of Sheikhupura city once sent me 1 a letter whose 
summary is as follows: 


[The author, Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat aJUli 
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J«j£ In 1424 A.H., I was blessed with performing ‘Umrah and visiting Madlnah 

ta^iSJiSjidbiUsb. I met a Qari who was from Kasur, Pakistan. The Qari said, ‘I participated 
in Dawat-e-Islami’s 3-day International Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ held in 1424 A.H. at 
Sahra-e-Madinah, Madina-tul-Auliya Multan. In the Ijtima’ we were persuaded to travel 
in Madam Qafilahs and make Du’a as the Dua made during Madam Qafilahs is accepted 
by the grace of Allah 

Inspired, I travelled with a 3-day Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah and earnestly made 
Du’a that I be blessed with a visit to the holy city of Madlnah After the 

Madam Qafilah ended, I returned home. When I went to teach the Quran to children at 
someone’s house as usual, the father of the children was very nice to me and said, ‘If you 
would let me know any of your desires; I wish to please you as you teach the Holy Quran 
to our children.’ 

At first I tried to decline his offer, but eventually gave in due to his insistence. I finally 
informed him of my desire to visit the holy city of Madlnah. He immediately provided 
me with the finances needed for the blessed journey and in this way I was fortunate to 
embark on the glorious journey to the holy city of Madlnah, JLj D ue to the 
blessings of the Du’a made during the Madam Qafilah I, a sinful and poor person, was 
blessed with this honour.’ 

Mujh gunahgdr sa insan Madlnay mayn rahay 
Ban kay Sarkar JUs-risikJts&iiJ* kd mahman Madlnay mayn rahay 
Yad atl hay mujhay Ahl-e-Madlnah kT woh bat 
Zindah rehna hay to insan Madlnay mayn rahay 
Jan-o-dil chorkaryeh keh kay chala hunA’zam 
A raha hiin Mayra sarnan Madlnay mayn rahay 

May a sinner like me stay in Madlnah 
As a guest of the Holy Prophet iVssjfcJtssAiJ* in Madlnah 
I remember the word of the people of Madlnah 
That, if one wants to be alive, one should stay in Madlnah 
OA’zam, I leave my life and my heart, proclaiming this 
7 am coming back; let my belongings remain in Madlnah’ 

ofJ- JU: ali! 
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62. Barley grits 

Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz was once informed that the daily 

food expense of the army general was 1000 dirhams. Extremely discomforted by hearing 
this bad news, he made up his mind to reform the army general making individual 

effort. Therefore, he invited the general to a meal at his house. He 

had already instructed his cook to prepare barley-grits in addition to a fancy food. 

When the general arrived, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz jsSatsio*? purposely delayed 
the meal to such an extent that the general was extremely hungry. He ^ ^ asked 

the servants to serve the grits first. As the general was very hungry, he began to eat the 
grits eagerly. By the time the fancy food was served on the dining-mat the general was 
already full. Pointing towards the fancy food, the wise caliph a&jisSiiiicsA? said, ‘Eat! Your 
food has just been served.’ The general responded that he was already full. Amir-ul- 
Muminin Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz said, Grits are such a 

fine food that it fills the stomach in addition to being very cheap; one dirham’s grits are 
sufficient for ten people.’ 

Continuing his words of wisdom, Amir-ul-Mumimn then said, ‘When you can 

satisfy your hunger by eating grits, then why do you spend one thousand dirhams every 
day on your food? O general! Fear Allah J«V, and do not be among the spendthrift. 
Give the extra money that you spend on food to the hungry, the destitute and the needy 
for the pleasure of Allah Js-aK’ Inspired by the individual effort made by the pious caliph, 
the general vowed to adopt simplicity and austerity in his life avoiding extravagance. 
(Mughni-yul-Wd’izln, pp. 491) 

May Allah Js-sV have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




Extravagance leads to deprivation of blessing 

Dear Islamic brothers! The more we make ourselves habitual of eating delicious foods, 
the more our Nafs will demand for even more delicious foods. These days, a large number 
of people complain of deprivation in sustenance, lack of blessings and inflation. Virtually 
every individual complains that they are unable to meet their expenses. 
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Undoubtedly, one major cause of inflation, deprivation of blessings and destitution is 
extravagance. If one is extravagant and interested in fancy foods, luxuriously decorated 
houses, fashionable and expensive dresses, he will obviously need a huge amount of 
money for this decadent lifestyle. Thus, the constant ravings about being ‘unable to meet 
one’s expenses’ and the ‘lack of blessings’ will also continue. Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam 
Ja’far Sadiq a&Jis&Aio*? has stated, ‘When the one who has wasted his wealth extravagantly 
asks Allah JmS*- for more wealth, Allah Js-sS*- says (to that person), ‘Did I not order you to 
have moderation? Had you not heard this [verse of the Quran]? 

© 6^SS\>3\ \y£\ i 

And those who when expend neither exceed the limit nor act miserly and remain between the 
two in moderation. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 19, Surah Al-Furqan, verse 67) 
(Alisan-ul-Wi’a ITAdab-id-Du’a, pp. 75) 

Anyway, if one is content with simple and cheap foods and clothing and necessary 
housing, avoiding unnecessary decorations and gatherings, then the issue of inflation 
and destitution will automatically come to an end, but how will one be able to get rid of 
subservience to one’s Nafs! 

Prayer of three people not answered 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
J* has stated, ‘There are three types of people whose Du’a is not accepted by 
Allah JisSt. (i) The one who takes shelter in a deserted place, (ii) The traveller who camps 
on a path (road) used by travellers, (iii) The one who lets his animal loose and then asks 
Allah Js-sft to restrain it.’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 73) 

Elaborating on this Hadis, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, 
eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj 
Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan ju. has stated, ‘jli}!)! did) jyil 

With the assistance of Allah J«5£, I say the obvious meaning here is that the Du’a of 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


306 


these people will not be accepted only in the above matters. This does not mean that no 
Du’a of these people even in other matters will be accepted. The reason as to why one’s 
Dua (regarding these specific matters) will not be accepted is that he has brought it all 
on himself. For example, when a person seeks shelter in a deserted house, he is aware of 
the possible dangers of doing so. There is a greater risk that his possessions may be stolen 
or he may be robbed by someone or harmed by jinns. So why is he then making Du’a for 
protection from these harms as he has brought this on himself by taking shelter in such a 
house on his own free will. 

Similarly, if one chooses to camp on the road where he may be harmed by a thief or a 
snake or a draft animal; he has brought this on himself. The Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah j* has stated, ‘Do not stay on 

the road at night, as Allah grants permission to whomever He wills from His 
creation, to walk on the road.’ Similarly, letting the animal loose and then making Du’a 
for its restraint, is nothing but foolishness. Is such a person going to test Allah Or 
JLiistis, he considers Allah Js-sfs- subordinate to him? Someone once said to Sayyiduna 
‘Isa ‘If you trust Allah jump from this mountain.’ Sayyiduna ‘Isa 

replied, ‘I do not test my Creator J#sK’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 73 - 74) 

No solution to self-infliction 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is a Persian saying, ‘Khud Kardah ra ‘Ilaj-e-Nayst’, that is, 
there is no solution to self-inflicted problems. For example, if someone keeps banging 
his head on the wall, and then cries, ‘My head is bleeding, please help me .’ Clearly, that 
foolish person will be asked not to bang his head on the wall so that his head would not 
bleed. Similarly, many unwise individuals eat virtually everything they get. They eat in 
excess, suffering from obesity, bulged belly, constipation and indigestion. They spend a lot 
of money on doctors’ fees and medicines for the treatment of their diseases but in vain. 

In fact, they themselves have the cure for their problems. If they refrain from gluttony, 
eat only when hungry, and eat less than hunger as stated in Hadis, they will get the cure 
for their diseases. They should minimize their intake of junk foods like pizzas, burgers, 
buttered breads, butter, cake, pastries, kebabs, fried turnovers and other fried, fatty, heavily 
sweetened foods and superfine flour. Avoid ice creams, soft drinks and keep the intake 
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of tea to a minimum (if necessary, take half a cup of tea twice or thrice a day). Refrain 
from smoking, chewing tobacco, eating Pan 1 and betel-nut. j*s3*«dM_2>iai, One will be slim 
with a flat stomach and a healthy digestion in addition to getting rid of several diseases 
without taking medicines. 

A cause of obesity 

Strictly follow my Madani recommendations just for forty days. You will 

see an amazing improvement in your health. First, have your lipid profile and sugar tests 
done from a good laboratory and seek advice from a health professional. Then start 
following recommendations with the righteous intention that, ‘By attaining good health, 
I will attain more strength to worship.’ 

Take the above precautionary measures and reap benefits. Remember that drinking water 
after having food engenders obesity and increases weight. Therefore, drink little water 
after consuming food. One should, however, drink a little water during the meal as it is 
beneficial. If one is obese due to his habit of gulping water in large amounts right after 
consuming the food, he should treat his obesity by rectifying this habit of his rather than 
by taking medicines. 


Na-samajh bimar ko amrat bhi zahar amayz hay 
Sach yehT hay so dawa ki alk dawa parhayz hay 

For an unwise sick person, even elixir is toxin 
The truth is that abstinence is best medicine 

15 Examples of putting oneself in dangerous situations 

The Du’a made for protection from the danger that one has brought on oneself is not 
accepted. The book ‘ Ahsan-ul-Wia li Adab-id-Dua states many such examples. 

1. To go out of home without compulsion at such a time of the night when people 
usually have gone to sleep and streets have worn a deserted look. An authentic 


Leaves of betel. [Translator’s Note] 
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Hadis stated in Sahih Bukhari prohibits this, as calamities are scattered at that time. 
(Therefore, if one is robbed or harmed by jinns, he should blame only himself). 

2. To leave the door open at night or shut the door without reciting jLL,. Remember 

that Satan can open the door in these cases. If “JJI is recited, then Satan cannot 
open the door. Furthermore, when a person recites and enters his home 

placing his right foot first, Satan remains outside. (Therefore, if one carelessly 
forgets to recite and Satan enters his home with him, he is to blame only 

himself. How can he expect his Du’a to be accepted in this case?) 

3. To leave the pots, pans and other containers of food and drink uncovered without 
reciting --Li' Calamities descend into such pots, causing the food and drink to 
bring illnesses. (The food-containing pots that are not covered by something are 
used by wicked jinns. Therefore, the Du’a of those not taking care in this matter will 
not be accepted as they had already been informed of an excellent recipe for 
protection from the harm of wicked jinns and illnesses). 

4. To take the child out of home at the time of Maghrib as Satan’s progeny is scattered 
at this time. (If one takes his child outside between the time of Maghrib and ‘Isha 
and any jinn causes harm to the child, one is to blame. Why did one take his child out 
at this time?) 

5. To sleep after having meal without washing hands as Satan licks unwashed hands, 
which can engender leprosy. 

6. To urinate in the bathing area (bathtub etc.), as this causes Satanic whispers 
[Wasawis]. 

7. To sleep at the edge of the roof (which has no fences) because one may fall down 
from the roof. 

8. To begin consuming food without reciting <UJI Satan joins in eating the food if 
<UJ1 jL-j is not recited. As a result, the food that would have been sufficient for a few 
Muslims, is now insufficient. 



99 Parables 


309 


9. To urinate into the small holes of the earth as these holes may be inhabited by snakes, 
jinns etc. that could cause harm. 

10. On liking anything, whether one’s own or one’s friend’s, not to recite the Du’a for 
protection from the evil eye, as the evil eye is a truth that can put a man into his 
grave, and a camel on the fire (to be cooked). The Du’a for protection from the evil 
eye is as follows: 

diuyi sji St aiiiUu Sj dz iijU ^jji 

O Allah shower blessings upon this and no harm should afflict it. Whatever 

Allah J«5^ wills only that happens. Without the assistance of Allah JU-sv-, one does not 
have the power to do good deeds. 

If one has not learnt the Du’a by heart, he can also recite or <ui! Mufti 

Ahmad Yar Khan has stated that if one recites or Axi\ iljLJ upon 

seeing the thing he likes, the thing will not be afflicted with the evil eye. If one looks 
at that thing astonishingly or expresses the words of astonishment and does not 
recite or dil then the thing is afflicted with the evil eye. (Mirat-ul-Manajzh, 

vol. 6, pp. 244) 

11. To travel alone as wicked people and jinns can cause harm. Furthermore, one may 
face difficulty in every matter. 

12. To drink water while standing as this can engender liver problems. Note that it is 
Mustahab to drink Zamzam water and the leftover water from Wudu whilst standing. 

13. To enter the lavatory without reciting <UJI or Du’a, as one may be harmed by 
wicked jinns. 

14. To adopt the company of sinners, transgressors and those who have corrupt beliefs. 
Even if one is not influenced by their company, he will at least achieve notoriety. 

15. To urinate at a path as one will be humiliated. (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 76 - 77) 
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63. Means of food 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Bayazld BistamI tjSJi gJji once entered a Masjid to offer Sal ah 

with Jama’at. Having completed the Salah the Imam asked, ‘O Bayazld! How do you get 
your food?’ He replied, ‘Wait a little, let me first repeat the Salah we have just 

offered. You are in doubt about the Sustainer JmS*- of the people, so how can the Salah 
led by you be valid?’ (Raud-ur-RiyafiTn, pp. 155) 

May Allah JsAs- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Shaykh Sayyiduna Bayazld BistamI was a great saint. 

Indeed Allah JsA*- is the Creator and the Sustainer. When the Imam asked, ‘How do you 
get your food?’ The Shaykh considered it the weakness of the Imam’s faith and 

thus repeated his Salah. He did it because of his high level of piety. People generally ask 
these kinds of questions, there is no sin in doing so by Shari’ah. 




64. Roasted bird 

Abul Husayn ‘Alawi has narrated, ‘Once I desired to eat the meat of a certain Halal bird. 
I asked a family member of mine to roast the bird so that I would eat that on return. I 
then left to visit Shaykh Sayyiduna Ja’far Khuldi He asked me to 

stay at his house and spend the night over there but I had a strong desire for the roasted 
bird, so I made some excuse and came home. When the steaming roasted bird was served 
on the dining-mat, all of a sudden a dog came in, pounced on the bird and ran away with 
it. The maid was bringing the leftover gravy sauce when she tripped over her own clothes, 
spilling all the gravy. Afterwards, in the morning, I visited Shaykh Sayyiduna Ja’far 
Khuldi As soon as he saw me he commented, ‘Whoever does not respect 

the wishes of the Shaykhs, a dog is made to hurt him.’ (Ar-Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 362) 

May Allah JsAs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! We may have realized from the foregoing parable that it is better 
for us to respect the wishes of the saints of Allah and carry out the orders given 

by them instead of giving them excuses, as our cleverness is futile before them. We have 
also learnt that saints could have divinely-bestowed knowledge of unseen matters 
[‘Ilm-ul-Ghayb]. When the saints of Allah JsA*- have such splendid spiritual status, just 
imagine the status of the Prophet’s companions [who are obviously higher in 

rank]. 

After this realization, who can envision the immense endowments granted to the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet iisSiAiJ* by Allah J«Jk! Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 

has written an excellent couplet: 

Sar-e- ‘Arsh per hay tayri guzar dil-e-farsh per hay tayri nazar 
Malakut-o-Mulk mayn koT shay nahln woh jo tujh pay ‘iydn nahln 

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish) 


(jp (Jliu all! Juis <Jp Ijlvs 


65. Good news for birth of baby-girl 

Several authentic books contain such accounts that affirm the fact that the knowledge 
of unseen matters [‘Ilm-ul-Ghayb] has been divinely bestowed upon the Prophet’s 
companions 

The leader of thousands of Malikites 1 , Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Malik Bin Anas 
has stated in his world-famous collection of Ahadls entitled, ‘Muwatta Imam Malik': 
‘Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Urwah Bin Zubayr iii o*? has narrated that Sayyidatuna 

‘Aishah Siddlqah has stated that the successor of Rasul, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 

Siddlq iiijM made his will to her during his fatal disease in these words, ‘My dear 
daughter! All my belongings are now your inheritance, so you distribute it according to 
the rules laid down in the Holy Quran, among your two brothers [‘Abdur Rahman & 

1 Followers of Maliki school of Islamic law founded by Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Malik Bin Anas 


[Translator’s Note] 
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Muhammad uis-jisSaisi^] and your two sisters.’ Upon hearing this she tyt-Otettooto asked, 
‘I have only one sister, Asma! Who is my other sister?’ He zszJ&'M<&* said, ‘She is in the 
womb of (your stepmother) Hablbah Bint-e-Kharijah tp&jissabics^. I think she is a girl.’ 

(Muwatta Imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 270, Hadis 1503) 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis Shaykh ‘Allamah Muhammad Bin ‘Abdul Baqi 
Zurqani has stated, ‘Hence, this came to pass and a baby-girl was born who 

was named Umm-e-Kulsum ( Sharh-uz-ZurqanT 'Alai Muwatta, vol. 4, pp. 61) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Two saintly miracles proved 

Dear Islamic brothers! Commenting on the above narration, Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Allamah 
Tajuddln Subkl has stated that this narration has proved two saintly miracles 

of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddlq 

1. Even before his demise, he had been aware that he would die of that disease 

as is irrefutably obvious from his words ‘all my belongings are now your inheritance .’ 

2. The new born would be a girl. (Hujjatullahi- ‘alal- 'Alamm, pp. 612) 

Abu Bakr Siddiq ^ Cs&j had Tlm-ul-Ghayb 

This narration also shows that by the bestowment of Allah Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 
Siddlq knew what was in the mother’s womb. To understand this ruling, listen 

carefully to the following Quranic verse and its exegesis. Allah JsAs- says in part 21, last 
verse of Surah Luqman: 

(3 3 

And (Allah JU-iSQ knows what in the wombs of mothers is. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 21, Surah Luqman, verse 


34) 
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Commenting on this verse, successor of Ala Hadrat, Sadr-ul-Afadil ‘Allamah Maulana 
Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddin Muradabadi has stated on page 661 of his 

Quranic exegesis entitled l Khazain-ul-‘Irfan published in Bombay: ‘Knowledge of Ghayb 
is the sole attribute of Allah As for the knowledge of Ghayb which Prophets 
and saints JiiSiLi . 43 ^ possess, this is, in actual fact, bestowed upon them by Allah 
JsAt as Prophetic and saintly miracles respectively. This (divinely-bestowed knowledge 
of Prophets and saints) is not contrary to the particularity of the absolute knowledge of 
Almighty Allah JmX Several Quranic verses and Ahadis attest to this fact. Some examples 
of the knowledge of Ghayb include the time of rain, the sex of the unborn baby, what will 
one do the next day, and the place of one’s death etc. 

Numerous Prophets and saints have given such news and this fact is 

affirmed by several verses of the Quran and Ahadis. Angels told Prophet Ibrahim 
Khalilullah visjb iASi * 0 x 3 <> about the birth of Sayyiduna Ishaq x&Dt. lASii -sixs X 

Prophet Zakariyya viwfcs -sU* was informed by the angels about the birth of 
Sayyiduna Yahya -v4i«3 SAiii *Jx ; . taj jx. Likewise, respectable Maryam was given 

the news of the birth of Sayyiduna ‘Isa Since these blessed individuals 

were informed by angels, it proves that angles already knew what was in wombs and 
these individuals also got to know about it. This is proved by the verses of the Quran. 
The above verse undoubtedly refers to the fact that no one can get to know about it 
without being told by Allah To draw such meaning from the foregoing verse that 
no one knows about it even if told by Allah is nothing but a fabrication that is in 
contradiction to several Quranic verses and Ahadis. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Without doubt, by the bestowment of Allah the saints 
jiiiiiii j43?3 can also give the news of the birth of the unborn baby. (Khazain-ul-‘lrfan, pp. 661) 

66. Good news of birth of baby boy 

Shaykh Shah Waliyullah Muhaddis Dihlvi ^ja\As\k has narrated from his father, 
Shaykh Shah ‘Abdur Rahim ‘Once I (i.e. the father of Shah Waliyullah) 

went to visit the shrine of Shaykh Sayyiduna Khuwajah Bakhtiyar KakI 
His soul appeared and told me, ‘You will have a baby boy; name him Qutbuddin Ahmad.’ 
Since my wife was quite old at that time I figured that my son would have a son (i.e. my 
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grandson) and this name was suggested for him. Becoming aware of my inner thought 
Shaykh Sayyiduna Khuwajah Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki said, ‘I did not 

mean what you have understood; he will be your own son.’ 

Shah Waliyullah ^ further reported, ‘Long after it, my father married another 

woman who gave birth to me, the narrator of this incident. By then he [my father] forgot 
this incident and named me Waliyullah but later on when he recalled it he 

named me Qutbuddin Ahmad (respecting the wish of Shaykh Sayyiduna Khuwajah 
Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki (Anfas-ul-‘Arifin, pp. 44) 

Dear Islamic brothers! It’s a long-standing practice of the pious to visit the shrines of 
saints for the attainment of blessings. The foregoing parable also shows that 

the deceased saints can also become aware of people’s inward thoughts and 

give future news, by the bestowment of Allah Js-As as Shaykh Sayyiduna Khuwajah 
Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki gave Shaykh Shah ‘Abdur Rahim 

the news of the birth of a baby-boy. 


Ycihin pdtay hayn saray apna matlab 
Har aik kay wasitay yeh dar khula hay 
Mayn dar dar kyiin phirun, dur dur sunii kyun 
MayrayAqa A* s-aWsJtsSiii j*/ Mayra kya sar phira hay! 


Here everyone gets their wishes, at the open door 
O my Beloved Prophet Why should I go chasing door to door 

And be turned away, I am not crazy seeking another door 




67. A delicious drink 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Salih Mari ^ has stated, ‘Once I sent a delicious barley 
beverage mixed with honey and clarified butter to Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Ata SulamI 
for two consecutive days, but he sent it back to me the second day. Displeased, 
I went to his house and asked him, ‘Why did you return my gift?’ He replied, ‘Please do 
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not mind, I drank the beverage the first day, but as I was about to drink it the second 
day, the 17 verse of Surah Ibrahim (part 13) occurred to me: 

dJoljj dJtJLwj *^3 
JaJLLji- <3oij3 chf 3 

He will take its sip little by little with difficulty and there shall be no hope to swallow it, and 
death shall come to him from all sides, but he shall not die. And there is a terrible torment 
behind him. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 13, Surah Ibrahim, verse 17) 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Salih Mari sdii goes onto to say that hearing this, I was 

moved to tears and said to myself that I and you are in two different valleys. [In other 
words, you are much better than me]. (ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 116) 


Better than 12 months’ worship 

Dear Islamic brothers! Our pious saints would refrain from satisfying even the 

lawful desires of their Nafs. If only we would also follow in their footsteps! When we 
desire to wear nice clothes or eat delicious foods, we should occasionally avoid fulfilling 
our desire with the intention of attaining the pleasure of Allah Js-sS^. For example, when 
we crave for a cold drink on a hot day or when we desire to eat some delicious food in 
extreme hunger and we have the means to get it either; if only we would be blessed with 
the privilege of giving it up for the pleasure of Allah Js-sS^! 

Listen to the tremendous benefit of refraining from satisfying the desire of Nafs. Therefore, 
Shaykh Sayyiduna Abu Sulayman o&sJt has stated, ‘Leaving a desire of Nafs 

unfulfilled is more beneficial to the heart than even fasting during days and worshipping 
at nights for twelve months.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 118) 
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Hujjat-ul-Islam, Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali has stated, 

‘We should not give free rein even to the lawful desires of Nafs, nor should we follow it 
in every matter. The more one follows his Nafs’s desires and eats fancy foods, the more 
he should fear as it will be said to the unbelievers on the Day of Judgement: 



You have already exhausted your pure things in your worldly life and have enjoyed them. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Surah Al-Ahqaf verse 20) 


Hunger of Holy Prophet 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, successor of A’la Hadrat, Sadr-ul-Afadil ‘Allamah 
Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddin Muradabadi has stated in his Quranic 

exegesis titled ‘ Khazain-ul-‘Irfan : ‘In this Quranic verse, Allah has admonished the 
unbelievers on enjoying worldly pleasures; hence the Holy Prophet JUs-tJhs^dtasdii J* and 
his companions refrained from the joys of the world. 

In Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, it is stated that until the apparent demise of the 
Noble Prophet j*, the blessed family never ate bread made from barley for 

two consecutive days. It is also mentioned in a Hadis that at times the whole month 
passed, but fire would not burn on the stove (for cooking food). The blessed household 
would merely survive on water and a few dates. 

Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam Jtsiaisi has said, ‘O people! If I had wanted, I would 
have eaten better than you and worn better clothes than you, but I want to reserve my 
pleasures and comforts for my Hereafter.’ (Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 802) 
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68. Reward of giving charity on ‘Ashura 

On the day of ‘Ashura in the city of “Rey” a man approached the Qadi [judge] and 
requested, ‘I am a destitute person with a family to support; for the sake of the day of 
‘Ashura, please give me 2 kilograms of bread, 5 kilograms of meat and 10 dirhams. May 
Allah JmS*- enhance your prestige!’ The Qadi asked him to come after Zuhr Salah. When 
he came after Zuhr Salah, the Qadi told him to come after ‘Asr Salah. When that poor 
man came again after ‘Asr, he was once again turned away empty-handed. This broke 
his heart. 

Dejected and depressed he approached a non-Muslim and pleaded, ‘Give me something 
for the sake of this [blessed] day.’ He inquired, ‘What day is today?’ The destitute person 
informed the non-Muslim that it was the day of ‘Ashura, elaborating some excellence of 
the day. The non-Muslim said, ‘You have requested me for the sake of a great day. Tell 
me what you need.’ The needy man told his requirements. Giving him 10 sacks of wheat, 
100 kilograms of meat and 20 dirhams, the non-Muslim said, ‘In the honour of this great 
day, all this (i.e. the money and wheat etc.) is now fixed as a monthly allowance for your 
family.’ That night the Qadi had a dream in which he saw someone ask him to look 
upwards. As he looked up he saw two beautiful palaces one of which was made of silver 
and gold bricks and the other of red rubies. The Qadi inquired about the owner of those 
two palaces and was told that if he had helped the needy man they would have been 
granted to him, but since he did not help the destitute person despite his repeated visits, 
these palaces had now been granted to so-and-so non-Muslim. 

When the Qadi woke up in the morning he was upset. He went to meet the non-Muslim 
and asked him, ‘What ‘deed’ did you do yesterday? He asked, ‘How do you know?’ The 
Qadi told him all about his dream offering him one hundred thousand dirhams in 
exchange for his ‘deed.’ The non-Muslim said that he would not ‘sell’ his deed even if 
given the wealth of the entire world. He further said, ‘The mercy of Allah is immense. 
Saying this, that non-Muslim embraced Islam reciting Gli 15' ^1 Y 6' 

That is, I bear witness that no one is worthy to be worshipped except Allah J«Ss and I 
bear witness that Muhammad is His [distinguished] bondman and Rasul.’ 

(Raud-ur-RiyahTn, pp. 152) 


* Tenth day of Muharram-ul-Haram, the first Islamic month. [Translator’s Note] 
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Prominence of ‘Ashura 

Dear Islamic brothers! On the day of ‘Ashura, i.e. the tenth day of Muharram-ul-Haram, 
the grandson of the Prophet, the beloved son of Sayyidatuna Fatimah, Sayyiduna Imam 
Husayn along with his relatives and companions, was brutally martyred in the 

state of extreme thirst and hunger. Besides, several other important events took place on 
this day. In Islam, the day of ‘Ashura and the month of Muharram-ul-Haram are of great 
significance. After Ramadan, the fasts of Muharram-ul-Haram are the most rewarding. 

5 Ahadis on significance of Muharram 

1. The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and 

Kind J* has stated, ‘After Ramadan, the fast of Muharram is preferable, 

and after the obligatory [Salah] the night Salah (Salat-ul-Layl) is preferable.’ 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 591, Hadis 1163) 

2. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah Jtsjdjij* has stated, 

‘Every fast of Muharram is equivalent to a whole month of fasts.’ (Mu 'jam Saghir, vol. 2, 
pp. 71) 

3. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jb-sUAtsidjij* has stated, ‘Whoever fasted for 
three days, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, during the month of Muharram, the 
reward of two years’ worship will be recorded for him.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 3, pp. 438, 
Hadis 5151) 

4. The Noble Prophet J-*s jis5 &h\ j* has stated, ‘Fast on the day of ‘Ashura and 

oppose the Jews by fasting a day before or after it.’ (Musnad imam Ahmad, vol. l, pp. 518, 
Hadis 2154) Therefore, whoever fasts on the 10 th of Muharram, should also fast either 
on the 9 th or the 11 th . 

5. Rasulullah JUj \s jus dbi has stated, ‘Whoever provides his household with 
sustenance in abundance on the day of ‘Ashura, Allah J«3£ will increase his 
sustenance for the whole year.’ 
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Protection from illness entire year 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘If a 

person fasts on the 9 th and 10 th of Muharram he/she will gain immense reward. If someone 
cooks delicious foods for his family on the 10 th of Muharram, there will be 

blessings in his house for the whole year. It is better to cook ‘Khichra’ (a dish prepared 
by cooking grinded lentils, rice and meat together) and make Fatihah for Sayyiduna 
Imam Husayn t&J babies*?. This is very tried and trusted. If someone takes a bath on this 
date (the 10 th of Muharram) he will be protected from illnesses for the whole 

year because the water of Zamzam reaches all the waters on this day.’ (Tafsir Ruh-ul-Bayan, 
vol. 4, pp. 142 - islami Zindagi, pp. 102) The Holy Prophet has stated, ‘Whoever 

applies ‘Ismad Surmah’ (kohl) to his eyes on the day of ‘Ashura, his eyes shall never hurt.’ 
(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 367, Hadis 3797) 




Devastating earthquake in Pakistan 

Dear Islamic brothers! In the Madam environment of the global & non-political religious 
movement, Dawat-e-Islami, the mindset of helping the troubled people is inculcated. 
Here is an account regarding the earthquake believed to be the most destructive in the 
history of Pakistan by the time of the writing of this account. On Saturday, Ramadan 3, 
1426 A.H. (October 8, 2005), at about 8:45 a.m., the quake struck the eastern parts of 
Pakistan, causing devastation in major parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir and 
some parts of Punjab province. 

According to a report, more than two hundred thousand people perished. However, the 
truth is that no one knows the exact number of the dead! Whole villages, localities and 
several cities were obliterated into mere heaps of rubble. Whole mountains were uprooted 
and collapsed on villages. Allah knows how many smiling faces were buried alive. 
How can anyone fathom the lives lost? When intending to commit a sin, if only we develop 
the mindset of avoiding the sin for fear that an earthquake occurs and obliterates us in 
the blink of an eye while we are committing the sin. (We seek our well-being from 
Allah JUaQ. 
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619 Truckloads of provisions 

Numerous Islamic brothers of Dawat-e-Islami enthusiastically participated in the relief 
efforts of the quake-victims. Almost 619 truckloads of basic necessities were distributed 
among the victims and about 120 million rupees were spent by Dawat-e-Islami in this 
massive relief effort. Several Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami went missing in these 
earthquake-stricken areas. They were all found well and alive afterwards. Listen to a 
Madam incident of one of such Qafilahs. 

69. Narrow escape from death 

Nine Islamic brothers from Drig colony and Malir (Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, Pakistan) 
were staying in a Masjid in Qadirabad district of Bagh (Kashmir). Devotees of Rasul told 
their incident in the following words: During the break for rest, five of us were resting 
while four of us had gone out of the Masjid. It was the 3 rd of Ramadan 1426 A.H. at 8:45 
a.m. when all of a sudden we felt severe tremors of quake. 

Panicked, we jumped over a 5 foot high Masjid wall and started running towards the road. 
The sounds of the collapsing houses could be heard from everywhere. When we turned 
around there was an unbelievable scene in front of our eyes; the mountain had been 
uprooted and fallen over the entire town. When the clouds of dust cleared there was no 
Masjid or houses [everything had vanished]. All the beautiful buildings had been turned 
into rubble. Havoc and devastation was everywhere. I think no one from that locality 
may have survived. We made our way to a nearby town of Nazrabad. The earthquake 
had caused devastation there too. When our senses were restored we took part in rescue 
efforts. We broke our fast [i.e. did Iftar] there. Then we offered Maghrib Salah with 
Jama at in a section of a Masjid which was left intact after the devastation. 

As we left the Masjid after offering Salah, another quake rocked the area, collapsing even 
the remaining part of that Masjid. 3^ «1j The devotees of Rasul narrowly escaped 
being killed for the second time. Narrating this incident, a newspaper named ‘Qaumi 
Akhbar’ added, ‘This Madam Qafilah had travelled with a good intention (to spread the 
call to righteousness), perhaps this is why Allah has saved them.’ 
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Zalzalah dye gar, a kay cha jdye gar 
SirfHaq <UsSz say darayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Zalzalah dm tha, har su kuhram tha 
Is say lo ‘ibratayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

Even if quakes rock, and causes devastations 
Fear Allah JUsSr and travel in Qdfilah 
Earthquake caused, everywhere destruction 
Take heed from this, and travel in Qdfilah 

JUS ail! \jU, 


70. A piece of dry bread 

Once a special representative of the ruler of Ahwaz, Sulayman Bin ‘All, came to the house 
of Sayyiduna Khalil Basri a great scholar of his time, with a message that 

the King had summoned him to the royal court for the teaching of his two princes. On 
learning the purpose of the arrival of the representative, Sayyiduna Khalil Basri 
replied indicating a dry piece of bread in his hand, ‘As long as I have this dry bread, I do 
not need to be a subservient to the royal court.’ (Rubam Hikayat, vol. l, pp. 106) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Justuju mayn kyun phirayn mal ki maray maray 
Ham to Sarkar kay iukron pay paid kartay hayn 

Why should we go here and there to look for wealth 
We are comfortable with the endowments of our Holy Prophet 


Invitation from prime minister 

Dear Islamic brothers! You can see how the righteous servants of Allah stay away from 
those in power. On the contrary, if people like us ever happen to receive any such 
invitation from the prime minister or the president, we will put on our best attire, and be 
the first to stand in the long line outside the assembly hall even if we have to postpone all 
our chores and engagements and travel thousands of kilometres. 
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Alas! All this is caused by subservience to Nafs! Visiting leaders and ministers without 
compulsion, for personal interests and show-off, attending their ceremonies and parties, 
receiving medals and accolades from them, having photographs taken with them, framing 
these photographs and showing them to others or displaying them at home/office etc. 
are such acts that may cause harm to one’s Hereafter but no benefit. However, if one has 
to visit them for some important religious cause or for protection from their harm, that’s 
a different matter as the one who is helpless, is exempted. 

Very bad is the poor person who goes to the door of the rich. ljIj <J^ 

Very good is the rich person who goes to the door of the poor. <J^“ 

(Shaytan la Hikdyat, pp. 71-72) 

JUS ail! IjL 


Success in worldly life and afterlife 

The trap of Satan is certainly very dangerous. At times, he leads even a religious person 
to the feet of rulers by deceiving him into assuming his carnal desires as religious benefits. 
This is the reason why the righteous and heedful servants of Allah always preferred to 
stay away from those in power. The one adopting contentment rather than eyeing 
others’ wealth greedily is successful in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. The 
following parable will show how strongly the righteous servants of Allah disliked rulers, 
oppressors and dishonest judges. 

71. Imam Suyuti 4 ^ 4 s ' ^6 beheld the refulgent countenance 

Sayyiduna ‘Allamah ‘Abdul Wahhab Sha’rani qtsjJi sj-. <>gJ has reported that Sayyiduna 
‘Ali Khawas once came across Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Shazli a 

companion of ‘Allamah Jalaluddin Suyuti Shafi’i In the hand of Shaykh 

‘Abdul Qadir Shazli Aji «i£. was a letter from ‘Allamah Jalaluddin Suyuti Shafi’i 
isJtok^ssU-. The letter was addressed to a man who had requested ‘Allamah Jalaluddin 
Suyuti Shafi’i to intercede with the king on his behalf. 
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‘Allamah Jalaluddin Suyuti Shafi’i *ii'*4*- had given the following reply in the 
letter: ‘My brother, until now I have been blessed with the company of the 

Noble Prophet 75 times in the state of wakefulness. If I had not feared to 

be deprived of beholding the Holy Prophet JUs^ssskJbSaiiJ* because of visiting the king 
and rulers, I would have surely gone to the fort to intercede with the king on your behalf. I 
am a humble servant of Hadis. I need to be in attendance in the court of the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet ii J* to enquire about the credibility of those Ahadls declared 

unauthentic by Hadis scholars, and its benefit is far greater than your personal benefit.’ 

(MTzan-ush-Sharfat-ul-Kubra, pp. 48) 

Dear Islamic brothers! You can see the level of deprivation of spiritual insight which can 
result from visiting rulers. The next parable shows this even more clearly. 

72. Why Na’at reciter was deprived 

Sayyiduna ‘Allamah ‘Abdul Wahfiab Sha’rani j-5J has stated: Sayyiduna 

Muhammad Bin Tarln was a famous Na’at reciter who used to be blessed with beholding 
the Holy Prophet JUs-jdbsskJfaSiiii J* in the state of wakefulness. Once, when he visited the 
sacred shrine, the Noble Prophet Jirfaii J* spoke to him from within his sacred 

grave. The Na’at reciter enjoyed these favours from the Holy Prophet J*. 

One day a person requested the Na’at reciter to intercede with the ruler on his behalf. He 
went to the ruler and interceded. That ruler honoured him and made him sit on his own 
seat. After this incident, he was no longer able to have the vision of the Holy Prophet 
JUs-tassfe JfcSsiiiiK He would often plead in the court of the Noble Prophet isSsii 

but remained deprived of this privilege. 

Once he recited a couplet of Na’at and was able to behold Rasulullah JU«qbstU.jis54bi j* 
from afar. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs*!b.sUAU5Al)i J* said, 
‘You desire to see me despite sitting at the seat of oppressors, there is no way to it.’ 

Sayyiduna ‘All Khawas «*sfe jisMsi&as? goes onto say, ‘We did not come to know whether or 
not that Na’at reciter had the vision of Holy Prophet JUs^bssis Jfcai&i 3* ever again; then he 
passed away.’ (MTzan-ush-Shari’at-ul-Kubra, pp. 48) 

May Allah JsAt have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Some people are seen running after leaders and politicians for 
their personal interests. If such people are ever invited to meet the president or the prime 
minister, they come running. If they ever receive medals from the president or shake 
hands with him, they consider it a great honour, display the pictures of such occasions 
and show them to others. The foregoing parable contains considerable lesson for all of 
these people. 




A word to the wise is enough 


Kis chiz kl kami hay Maula J* tayrl gall mayn 

Dunya tayrl gall mayn ‘uqba tayrl gall mayn 
Takht-e-Sikandarlper woh thiiktay nahln hayn 
Bistar laga huwa hay jin ka tayrl gall mayn 


Yd Rasulallah there is no shortage in your court 

The world and the Hereafter are in your court 
They do not even spit at the thrones of kings 
Those who are the beggars of your court 




73. Nuisance of eating at royal dining-mat 

Sayyiduna QadI Sharlk was a righteous and dignified scholar and Muhaddis. 

He would stay away from rulers. Once the caliph of Baghdad, Mahdl ‘Abbasi 

invited him and said, ‘You have three options; you must take up any one of them: accept 
the post of the QadI [judge] or teach my sons or eat a meal with me.’ 

After consideration, he responded, ‘To eat meal with you seems to be easier 

than the other two options.’ So he accepted the invitation of the caliph. The 

caliph asked the chef to make the most delicious foods. When Sayyiduna QadI Sharlk 
ajk arrived, foods were served and he ate with the caliph at the royal 

dining-mat. After the meal, the chef said to the Shaykh ^ ‘Your honour, you have 

now got into trouble; you have been stuck in the ‘royal’ trap from which you would not 
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be released.’ What the chef had said came to pass, as after eating that one meal with the 
caliph, he began teaching the caliph’s sons and accepted the office of the judge 

as well. (Tankh-ul-Khulafa, pp. 221) 

May Allah 3is'¥- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Two third of Din goes away 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is better to stay away from the ruling and wealthy people. The 
risks of accepting their invitations and gifts are too grave for one’s Hereafter as it is then 
difficult to abstain from praising them and agreeing with everything they say. It is stated 
in a Hadis that the one who is humble with a wealthy person because of his wealth, two 
third of his Din [i.e. religion] goes away. (Kashf-ul-Khijn, vol. 2, pp. 215, Hadis 2442) Commenting 
on this Hadis Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated that humility for worldly 

wealth is not for Allah J*s5s and is thus Haram. (Zayl-ul-Mudda’a liAhsan-il-Wi’a, pp. 12) 

Condemnation of flattery 

In other words, showing humility to any wealthy person merely because of his wealth 
without Shar’I permission, is Haram. Sadly, this sin is extremely common these days. A 
wealthy person is often a cause of trial for others as people are awed by his wealth, even 
if he does not give even a single penny. Needlessly impressed, people treat such a person 
with humility to flatter him. The father of Imam Ahmad Raza Khan ‘Allamah 

Maulana NaqI Khan has quoted: ‘It is stated in a Hadis that a Muslim is not a 

flatterer.’ Exaggerated praise that the praised person does not deserve is even worse as it 
leads to flattery and lying in addition to causing trial for the praised person as praising a 
person in his presence has been likened to cutting his throat in a Hadis. It is further 
stated ‘Throw dust into the mouths of the praisers who praise people in their presence.’ 
This is strictly prohibited, especially when the one being praised is a Fasiq [transgressor] 
as it is stated in Hadis, ‘When a Fasiq is praised, Allah becomes displeased and His 
‘Arsh shakes.’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a li Adab-id-Du’a, pp.154) 




q-JLik] (Jp 
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74. Reward of Malidah 

A Shaykh ^ ^ has stated that once he saw his deceased paternal aunt in a dream 

and asked as to how she was; she replied, ‘I am well as I received the rewards of all my 
deeds including the reward of even the Malidah [i.e. a sweet bread] which I had one day 
given to a poor person to eat.’ (Sharh-us-Sudur, pp. 278) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

^ jli: aiil i r 4 t L\ & 


75. A single grape 

Dear Islamic brothers! You can see that Allah JsA^ gives reward even for the smallest of 
deeds. Therefore, one should not hesitate to give even an apparently minor looking thing 
in the path of Allah. 

Umm-ul-Muminln Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah once gave a grape to a needy 

person. Someone expressed astonishment to this; she said, ‘Many particles can be taken 
from this (grape) whereas Allah JsAs- says in the Quran in the 7 th verse of Surah Az-Zilzal, 
part 30. 

CP Sji 

Then whoever does good of a weight of a particle, shall see it. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Az-Zilzal, verse 7) 

To give Malidah or any Halal and pure food to a hungry person for the pleasure of 
Allah JsAt is indeed very virtuous. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 
the Owner of Jannah JUs*J* has stated, ‘Whoever fed a hungry person to his 
satiation would be given shade by Allah JsA^ below the ‘Arsh.’ (Makarim-ul-Akhlaq, pp. 272) 

& jliS ail! ^ZA.\ & 


‘ A type of sweet bread. [Translator’s Note] 
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76. Blessings of making Dam in dream 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to have enthusiasm about feeding the hungry and adopting 
a Sunnah-complying lifestyle, make a habit of travelling with the Sunnah-Inspiring 
Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami in the company of Rasul’s devotees. You 

will gain spiritual blessings as well as physical benefits. An Islamic brother has stated an 
incident somewhat like this: ‘My nephew had severe pain because of stomach ulcer. He 
consulted many doctors and tried different medicines but there was no improvement in 
his condition. Luckily, he travelled with the devotees of Rasul in a Sunnah-Inspiring 
Madam Qafilah. When he returned, his health had deteriorated even further. His pitiable 
state was very painful for us. He had intended that he would neither ask for special diet 
nor for extra rest during the Madam Qafilah. Thus, he ate what was served. 

The Islamic brother further added, ‘When my nephew went to sleep that night, he saw an 
elderly preacher of Dawat-e-Islami in his dream. The preacher said, ‘I am very pleased 
with you.’ Then he politely inquired about his health, so my nephew complained about 
his agonizing pain. The preacher then placed his finger on my nephew’s chest and blew 
over him. When he woke up in the morning, he was completely cured, j«5£- 


Hay shifa hi shifa; marhaba! Marhaba! 

A kay khud daykh layn; Qafilay mayn chalo 
Lui layn rahmatayn; khiib layn barakatayn, 

Khuwab achchay dikhayn; Qafilay mayn chalo 

There is cure for disease, which will make you pleased 
Come and experience yourself; let's travel in the Qafilah 
Seek the mercy; seek the blessings 
See good dreams; let's travel in the Qafilah 




77. Unique princess 

When the daughter of Shaykh Sayyiduna Shah Kirmani qUiJi si-* reached the age of 
marriage he <*sU. Aji kfv received a marriage proposal for his daughter from the 
neighbouring country’s king but he turned it down. Then he visited different 

Masajid in search of a pious young man. 
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Finally he saw a young man who offered Salah in a proper manner and then humbly made 
Du’a. The Shaykh asked him, ‘Are you married?’ The young man replied in the negative. 
The Shaykh then inquired, ‘Would you like to marry? The girl recites the Holy Quran, 
offers Salah punctually, keeps fasts and is well-mannered.’ The young man responded, 
‘Who will marry me [as I am a destitute person?]’ The Shaykh replied, ‘I will 

marry my daughter to you; take these dirhams. Go and buy some pieces of bread, stew 
and fragrance from the marketplace.’ 

In this manner Shaykh Shah Kirmanl conducted the Nikah [marriage] 

ceremony of his righteous daughter. When the bride came to the house of the groom, she 
saw that there was a piece of bread on the flask of water. She asked, ‘Why is this bread 
here?’ The groom replied, ‘This is yesterday’s leftover stale bread which I had saved for my 
Iftar.’ Upon hearing this, she began to leave. Seeing this, the groom said, ‘I knew beforehand 
that Shaykh Shah Kirmanl’s daughter would not be able to live with a poor man like me.’ 
The bride replied, ‘I am going back not because of your destitution, but because of your 
apparent lack of faith in Allah Js-Aa Otherwise, you would not have saved the bread for 
the next day. I am surprised as to why my father praised you as pious.’ 

Embarrassed, the groom responded, ‘I apologize for this mistake.’ But the bride said, 
‘Your mistake is for you to rectify. Now, either I will stay in this house or this bread.’ 
The groom immediately gave the bread in charity and thanked Allah JsAs- for becoming 
the husband of such a saintly and matchless princess. (Raud-ur-Riyahm, pp. 103) 

May Allah 3zs'¥- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how unique the traits of the Mutawakkilln 1 are! Despite 
being a princess, the daughter of Shaykh Shall Kirmanl had such firm faith in 

Allah Js-A*- that she did not desire to save any food for the next day. This was indeed her 
staunch belief in the fact that Allah j&A*- Who has provided sustenance today, can also 
provide it tomorrow. He Js-As- is omnipotent. 


A Mutawakkil is the one who has outright trust in Allah JU-sA. [Translator’s Note] 
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Birds and animals also do not save anything to eat next time. It is not in their nature to 
do that. Look at the chicken’s trust in the divine providence. If you give it water to drink, 
it will drink as much as she needs and then will step on the bowl spilling the remaining 
water on the floor. It is as if she is a ‘silent preacher’ that is advising us like this: 
‘O People! You are not content even after accumulating enormous wealth that is sufficient 
for many years, whereas I have no worry after drinking water just once, because the One 
[Allah JUsSt] who has given water to me right now, will also provide for me later on.’ 


78. Imam Bukhari’s 44 4 Lj-j teacher 

Once the prince of some mountainous terrain along with his servants came to visit 
Sayyiduna Qublsah Bin ‘Uqbah the teacher of Imam Bukhari 

Sayyiduna Qublsah was a little late in coming out. One of the servants of the 

prince shouted, ‘Your honour, the prince of the Malak-ul-Jabal (i.e. the king of the 
mountains) is standing at your doorstep and you are not stepping out to receive him.’ 

Hearing this, Sayyiduna Qublsah dts tefv stepped outside with some slices of dry 
bread in his hands and said showing the pieces to them, ‘The person who is content with 
this (ascetic lifestyle) in the world has nothing to do with the king of the mountains. By 
Allah I will not even talk to him.’ Saying this, he shut the door. (Tazkira-tul-Huffaz, 
vol. 1, pp. 274) 

May Allah 3zs'¥- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

ijp (JUu all! c-JLsM <Jp Ijlvs 


Dignity in contentment 

Dear Islamic brothers! Those who adopt austerity and are content with simple clothes 
and foods do not require wealth, nor do they need to flatter the wealthy, whereas the 
greedy are never satisfied. Greed for wealth is not good. The greedy are afflicted with a 
wealth-acquiring mania and constantly seek to accumulate wealth until they meet their 
death. Sayyiduna ‘All Murtada has stated, jSj Jc- ‘The one who is 

content is dignified and the one who is greedy is disgraced .’ (RuMm Hikayat, vol. l, pp. 106) 
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Leave the world 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah ii j* once advised him, ‘O Abu Hurayrah 

When you are starving, survive on a piece of bread and a bowl of water and say, ‘I distance 
myself from the world and its seekers.’ (Al-KamilfiDufa-ir-Rijal, vol. 8,pp. 183) 


Do not rely on wealth of others 

Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub Ansari a companion of the Prophet, has narrated that a 

villager once approached the Holy Prophet JUs<jdhsskJibs*ii! J* and asked him for some advice. 
The Holy Prophet i j* said, ‘When you offer Salah, offer it (considering it) 

the last Salah of your life; and do not say any such thing due to which you would have to 
make an apology tomorrow; and be disappointed with what people have.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, 
vol. 4, pp. 455, Hadis 4171) 


It is better not to take financial gifts from others 

Dear Islamic brothers! Do not depend on others’ wealth. Even if the other person likes 
and admires you and has repeatedly offered financial help to you; don’t pin any hope on 
such assurances as they are, in fact, unreliable and false hopes because the heart and mind 
of a person keep changing. Remember that the one who ‘gives’ can never be impressed 
by the one who ‘takes.’ However, if someone comes to give you [a financial gift] and you 
refuse to accept it; the giver will certainly be impressed by you. 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall jisJi *l)i 1^*? has stated, ‘The 
luxuries only last for a short while. Then they come to an end. Things will change in a 
few days. Be content in your life, and you will remain pleased. Give up your desire, and 
you will live a free life. Death often comes (at the hands of robbers) who come to rob 
gold, rubies and pearls.’ (ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 298) 


May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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One will not be dependent on others 

Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Wasi’ would soak a piece of dry bread in water, 

eat it and then say, ‘One who is content with this shall never be dependent on anyone.’ 

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 295) 

May Allah J«!£ have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Stomach is small 

Sayyiduna Samit Bin ‘Ijlan has stated, ‘O man! Your stomach is very small 

(only a span 1 long); why should then it lead you to Hell? A wise man was once asked, 
‘What is your wealth?’ He replied, ‘To appear in a decent state in public, to have inward 
moderation, and to be disappointed with what people have.’ (lfiya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 298) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
j* has stated, ‘Man grows older (but) two of his traits become younger; (his) 
greed for wealth and greed for age.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 521, Hadis 1047) 

Only sand of grave fills stomach 

The Holy Prophet J* has stated, ‘If man had two valleys of wealth, he would 

still wish for a third one. Only the sand of the grave can fill his stomach and Allah 
accepts the repentance of the person who repents.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 522, Hadis 1050) 


Sayih ji kofikr thi aik aik kay das das ki-jiye 
Maut a pohnchi kay mister jan wapis ki-jiye 


The millionaire was planning to multiply his wealth 
‘Return your life, sir!’ Came his sudden death 




1 The distance between the tip of the thumb and the tip of the little finger when the hand is fully extended. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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79.100 Pieces of bread 

When Hafiz-ul-Hadis, Sayyiduna Hajjaj Baghdadi was going to embark on 

his journey for the acquisition of religious knowledge, his mother packed 100 pieces of 
bread in a clay churn. To acquire knowledge of Hadis, he sought the company of the 
great scholar of Hadis, Sayyiduna Shababah sbi His mother had given him 
breads, but he had to make arrangement for the curry, which he did. He chose the curry 
that always remains fresh and full of blessings. There was no reduction in it even after 
the passing of many centuries. What was that special curry? It was water from the river 
Tigris! Every day he would consume a piece of bread by soaking it in the water from the 
river and would diligently learn his lessons. When the 100 pieces of breads finished, he 
had to ask for leave. Thus, he unwillingly sought permission from his teacher to depart. 
(Tazkira-tul-Huffaz, vol. 2, pp. 100) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! In past, our scholars made countless sacrifices for the acquisition 
of religious knowledge but, these days, people are not prepared to learn religion despite 
the availability of free lodging and dining facilities. Indeed religious learning will benefit 
us in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. If one cannot enrol in an Islamic school or 
university, he should at least enrol and complete the 63-day ‘Madani Tarbiyyati course’ 
at any Madani Tarbiyyat Gab of Dawat-e-Islami. This course has tremendous blessings 
and benefits as the following incident shows: 

80. Allergy was cured 

An Islamic brother has stated, ‘I had allergy. I would feel extreme pain in the cold and in 
the sun. Whenever it rained, I would writhe in agony like a fish out of water. A devotee 
of Rasul suggested me to enrol in the ‘Tarbiyyati course’ conducted by Dawat-e-Islami. 
Therefore, I enrolled in the 63-day course that started on 19 th of November, 2004 in 
Faizan-e-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi, the global Madani Markaz of Dawat-e- 
Islami. I was astonished that the chronic allergy on whose treatment I had spent a lot of 
money visiting numerous doctors, was cured due to the blessing of the company of the 
devotees of Rasul, during the 63-day Tarbiyyati course. 
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May Dawat-e-Islami boom! 
Throughout the world, Yd Qayyum J&fc-! 
May every child become devoted to it! 

Yd Allah 3*jW My supplication be fulfilled! 

jus alii & \ju, 


What is Tarbiyyati course? 

JwS* The 63-day Tarbiyyati course provides an opportunity to adopt the company 

of the devotees of Rasul. It is so beneficial for one’s Hereafter that every Muslim who 
desires serving Islam would perhaps yearn to enrol in this 63 day course once he is 
enlightened about its details and curriculum. *h Besides Bab-ul-Madinah, 
Karachi [Pakistan] this course is offered in several other cities around Pakistan. The 
curriculum entails many sciences of knowledge some of which are Fard on every adult 
and sane Muslim. There are many virtues of acquiring religious knowledge. Hence, it is 
narrated that the Noble Prophet JUs 4 = Jta abt J* has stated, ‘Whoever acquires the 
knowledge of Din (religion), this becomes atonement for his previous sins.’ (JamV Tirmizi, 
vol. 4, pp. 295, Hadis 2657) 

Wudu, Ghusl and a practical demonstration of Sal ah are taught in this course. 
The curriculum also includes the learning of the method of giving Ghusl to a deceased, 
shrouding and burying a dead body, funeral Salah and Eid Salah etc. Furthermore, 
Quranic recitation with proper manners and correct pronunciation of Arabic alphabet is 
also taught with the help of Madani Qaidah. Students memorize the last 20 Surah of the 
Holy Quran and practice the recitation of Surah Al-Mulk. There are many virtues of 
learning the Quran. 

Virtues of teaching Quranic recitation to children 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
ajts jijj ajji has stated, ‘One who teaches Quranic recitation to his son will be 
forgiven for all of his previous and future sins.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 7,pp. 344, Hadis 11271) 
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In another narration the Holy Prophet ii J* has stated, ‘Whoever learns the 

Quran in his youth, Quran gets intermixed with his flesh and blood. [Furthermore] 
there are two rewards for the one who learns the Quran in old age and continues to learn 
it despite being made to forget it repeatedly.’ (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 1, pp. 267, Hadis 2378) 

Character-building in Tarbiyyati course 

During the Tarbiyyati course, special emphasis is laid on the following traits for the 
character-building of the attendees: 

1. Honesty 

2. Gentleness 

3. Tolerance 

4. Humility 

5. Forgiving others 

6. Manners of conversation 

7. Awareness of the perils of backbiting. 

8. Manners of making a Madani [righteous] environment at one’s home. 

9. Manners of preparing a Madani Qafilah and conducting it according to the 
[prescribed] schedule. 

10. Manners of delivering Dars and Bayan [speeches]. 

11. Manners of area-visit to call people towards righteousness. 

12. Manners of making individual effort, the lifeblood of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani 
working, and method of acting upon Madani In’amat etc. 

During the course, the participants also travel with three Madani Qafilahs of three days 
and one Madani Qafilah of twelve days which usually takes place near the end of the 
course. At the end of the twelve days Madani Qafilah, a spare day is given for the 
preparation of the examination which is held the next day. On the last day, the course 
ends on Du’a and Salat-o-Salam. Numerous other things are also taught in the course. 
In addition, the participants are blessed with a good company of righteous Islamic 
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brothers. Upon the completion of the course, JtiSasJf, many individuals who used to 
lead a wicked life vow to offer Salah regularly and become good Muslims. They become 
righteous earning respect in society. 

Therefore, whoever gets the opportunity should learn religious knowledge by enrolling 
in this [highly informative] course. The Holy Prophet J* has stated, ‘On the 

Day of Judgement, the person with the most wistfulness will be the one who had the 
opportunity to acquire religious knowledge in the world but did not acquire it, and another 
person [with the most wistfulness will be the one] who gained religious knowledge and 
others were benefited by hearing from him (and by acting accordingly) but he did not 
gain any benefit from it (because he did not act what he preached).’ (Mu’jam Saghir, pp. 69, 
Hadis 1058) Those who cannot enrol for 63 days should approach the Madani Markaz as 
they may be permitted to attend the course for less than 63 days. 




81. Ten for one 

An Abdal of his time, Sayyiduna Abu Ja’far Bin Khattab has stated, ‘Once a 

beggar came to my doorstep and asked for help. I asked my wife if there was something 
to give to him. She replied that they only had four eggs. I asked her to give them to the 
beggar. She complied and the beggar left with the eggs. After a little while a friend of 
mine sent me a basket full of eggs. I asked my wife as to how many eggs were there in the 
basket. She replied that there were 30 eggs. I asked, ‘You gave four eggs to the beggar, so 
by which calculation these 30 eggs have been sent to us?’ She replied, ‘There are 30 
unbroken eggs and 10 are broken ones.’ 

Elaborating on this parable, Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Allamah Yafi’i Yemini has 

stated, ‘Out of the [four] eggs that were given to the beggar, one was broken whereas 3 
were unbroken. Allah gave 10 in return for each of the eggs; broken eggs for the 
broken one, and unbroken eggs for the unbroken ones.’ (Raud-ur-Riyahin, pp. 151) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! How merciful Allah Js-A*- is! In addition to granting rewards in 
the Hereafter, at times, He Js-sS^ also showers blessings upon us in the world. Sometimes, 
He JmSs- shows clear signs so that people get inspired and motivated (towards His mercy) 
as obvious from the above parable that Sayyiduna Abu Ja’far Bin Khattab 
was immediately given 40 eggs in return for 4 eggs. Allah says in the Holy Quran, 
Surah Al-An’am, verse 160, part 8: 

For one who brings one good deed, are ten like it. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 8, Surah Al-An’am, verse 160) 

Commenting on this verse, Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddln MuradabadI 
has stated: ‘The one doing one good deed will be given the reward of ten 
deeds. However, the reward is not limited to 10, in fact, it is merely dependent on 
Allah’s will. He may grant 700 times or even countless rewards [for one deed]. In 
essence, this matter of reward is dependent on the mercy and bounty of Allah Js-sS*-.’ 

(Khazain-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 241) 


82. Favour returned 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Abu Bakr Shibll once travelled out of Baghdad city along 

with his forty disciples. At one place he said, ‘O People! Allah Js-sS^ is the provider of 
sustenance to His servants.’ He then recited the following part of the second 

and the third verses of Surah At-Talaq part 28: 


© U rj £ cUA & 3 

b ( „ ^ „ ,2 b ,,, 9 9 , f 


And whoever fears Allah - Allah will create for him a way of deliverance. And will provide 
him sustenance from such a place he had never even thought of; and whoever relies on Allah - 
then He is Sufficient for him. [Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah. At-Talaq, verse 2-3) 
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Having recited the verses, he went somewhere alone, leaving his disciples 

behind. All the disciples remained lying there starving for three days. The fourth day the 
Shaykh returned and said, ‘O People! Allah J«5*- has granted permission to 

seek sustenance. Hence, Allah says in the 15 th verse of Surah Al-Mulk part 29: 

b ft p ^ 9 i\ . 

It is He Who subjected the earth for you, therefore tread on its paths and eat from 
Allah’s sustenance. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Al-Mulk, verse 15) 

He Jtss rfii then asked his disciples to send anyone from amongst them so that the 
person may bring some food. The disciples sent a poor person to Baghdad city. He 
roamed from street to street but could not find any [source of] sustenance. Exhausted, 
he eventually sat down to rest near a clinic run by a non-Muslim physician. That physician 
was an expert and would diagnose the disease accurately just by taking the patient’s 
pulse. 

After all of his patients left, the physician called in this poor man assuming him to be a 
patient. Then he took his pulse and, handing him some bread, curry and dessert, he said, 
‘This is the cure for your illness.’ The poor man replied, ‘There are forty other patients 
like me that are afflicted with the same illness.’ The physician ordered his servants to bring 
food for forty people and gave it to the poor man to take it with him. The physician then 
followed this poor man secretly. 

When the food was presented to Shaykh Abu Bakr Shibll he did not touch 

it, and said that there was a strange secret attached to the food. The poor man who had 
brought the food told the whole event that had taken place. The great Shaykh 
then said, ‘That non-Muslim has been so nice to us, shouldn’t we give him something in 
return for his kindness?’ The disciples replied, ‘What can we poor people give?’ The 
Shaykh JhSs&i&v said, ‘We could at least make Du’a for him, before eating this food.’ 
Hence, they made Du’a. 
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The non-Muslim physician was secretly listening to their conversation. The blessings of 
Du’a were immediately manifested, causing a Madani revolution in his heart. He 
approached Shaykh Abu Bakr Shibli An i**? «sU, repented of unbelief and embraced 
Islam reciting Kalimah. He also became a disciple of the Shaykh and was elevated to a 
high spiritual degree. (Raud-ur-Riyatim, pp. 81) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
ijp (JUo alii <Jp l^Lszs 


Serving saint 4 ^ 4 IlAj bears fruit 

Dear Islamic brothers! How uniquely the saints JM Aji upcz would call people towards 
righteousness! One who serves them is never left empty-handed. From this parable we 
have also learnt that we should make Du’a for the one who is polite and courteous to us. 
Even if an unbeliever does us a favour, we should at least make Du’a in return that he be 
guided to the right path [Islam], The effects of the Du’a of Sayyiduna Shaykh Abu Bakr 
Shibli i Aji 1^,? and his disciples were manifested and the non-Muslim physician 
who had served them was blessed with embracing Islam, 

Du’d-e-Wall mayn woh tasir daykhl 
BadaltT hazaraun kl taqdir daykhl 

By the effect of the supplications of a saint 
Destiny of thousands of people is changed 


One morsel led three to heaven 

The non-Muslim physician gave the food to the disciple considering him a destitute 
man and was blessed with the gift of Islam. If a Muslim feeds the poor, he is entitled to 
Paradise. Hence, the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah has 

stated, ‘Allah Js-sA makes three people enter Paradise (by virtue of) a morsel of bread and 
a handful of dry dates or their like by which a poor [Miskin] person is benefited. The 
first is the man who orders [the food to be prepared]; the second is his wife who prepares 
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it, and the third is their servant who gives it to the poor [Miskin].’ The Noble Prophet 
then said, ‘All praise is for Allah JsaU- who has not left out even our 
servants [in giving reward] (Mu ’jam Awsat, vol. 4, pp. 89, Hadis 5309) 




Here are five more Ahadis on the virtues of feeding others: 

1. The better person from amongst you is the one who feeds (others). (Musnad imam Ahmad, 
vol. 9, pp. 241, Hadis 23984) 

2. To feed [others] and to make Salam commonplace are among the acts which make 
forgiveness Wajib. (Makarim-ul-Akhlaq, pp. 375, Hadis 158) 

3. For as long as one’s dining-mat remains spread [on the ground], angels continue to 
shower blessings on him. (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 7,pp. 99, Hadis 9626) 

4. Whoever satisfies the hunger of his Muslim brother and feeds him until he is satiated, 
will be forgiven by Allah JU-sS^. (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 3, pp. 319, Hadis 4719) 

5. Whoever feeds a hungry person, will be granted a place by Allah Ji-.A under the 
shadow of‘Arsh. (Makarim-ul-Akhlaq, pp. 373) 

Sait Jj iLisJl, In the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political 
religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, one is inspired to learn religious 
knowledge including the Sunnahs of eating food and feeding others. Furthermore, many 
non-Muslims embrace Islam by the blessings of the devotees of Rasul. Here is one such 
incident. 

83. Strange traveller of Madam Qafilah 

An Islamic brother from Bandra, Bombay India has stated, ‘I was once walking along a 
roadside when my eye fell on a group of individuals standing at a side of the road. Upon 
getting closer I saw that one of them was giving Dars from a book titled ‘Falzdn-e-Sunnat.’ 
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I also listened to the Dars and found it extremely captivating. Upon the conclusion of 
the Dars, one of the brothers approached me and greeted me very courteously. Making 
individual effort, he then invited me to travel with a Madani Qafilah for 3 days. Delighted 
by what I listened to during the Dars, I spontaneously agreed to travel with the Madani 
Qafilah for 3 days in the company of the devotees of Rasul. 

During the Madani Qafilah I attained such tranquillity that cannot be expressed in words. 
I could no longer conceal my secret and finally revealed to them that I was not a Muslim. 
I was lost in the dark valley of unbelief. The Dars, individual efforts, the travel in the 
Madani Qafilah and the superior character of Islamic brothers had all highly inspired 
me. I requested them to do me another favour and make me a Muslim. 

I repented of my unbelief, recited the Kalimah and entered the fold of Islam.’ 
The brother from India goes onto say, ‘This incident took place in December 2004, and 
now in March 2005 [at the time of the writing of this statement] I have grown a beard and 
adorned my head with a green turban. Currently, I am travelling in the 63-day Madani 
Qafilah with the devotees of Rasul to learn and adopt Sunnah.’ 

Ao ay 'ashiqin, mil kay tabllgh-e-Din 
Kafiraun ko karayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Sunnatayn ‘am haun, dm nayk kam haun 
Sab karayn koshishayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 

O devotees! Let’s preach Islam to the unbelievers, 

To achieve this, let’s travel with Qafilah together 
May Sunnah propagate, and the righteous deed prosper, 

Let’s strive and travel with Qafilah together 

(Jp (JUo ahl c-JLshl (Jp l^Lszs 


84. Trader of Baghdad 

A trader in Baghdad had malice towards saints [Auliya Allah] qfeudbi j4^j. One Friday he 
saw Shaykh Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi An iu# ^ leave the Masjid right after Salat-ul- 
Jumu’ah. He thought to himself that this person (Bishr Hafi acts as if he is 
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a saint but he has left the Masjid immediately after the Salah; he has no inclination to stay 
in the Masjid. Thus he decided to follow the honourable Shaykh to see as to where he goes. 

On the way, Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi bought some bread from a bakery. This 

further annoyed the trader and he thought that this person had left the Masjid just for a 
piece of bread which he would now eat in the shade of a tree. The trader thought that as 
soon as the person starts eating the bread, he will ask him if this is how a saint should 
behave, and leave the Masjid just for a piece of bread. He kept on following the honourable 
Shaykh until the Shaykh entered a Masjid in a village. In the Masjid, lay a sick person. 
The Shaykh sat beside him and fed him with his own hands. 

The trader was astonished to see all this. He then came out of the Masjid to see the village. 
As he returned to the Masjid the sick person was still there but the Shaykh had left. He 
asked the sick person as to where the Shaykh had gone. The sick person replied that he 
had left for Baghdad. He then asked as to how far Baghdad was from that village. The 
sick person replied that it was 40 miles from the village. 

Confused, the trader thought that he was now in trouble as he did not realize at all how 
far he had come following the great Shaykh. He then asked, ‘When will the Shaykh come 
here again?’ The sick person informed him that the Shaykh would come back next Friday. 
Hence, he decided to stay there for a week as he had no other option. 

The following Friday Shaykh Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi came to visit the sick 

person again and fed him as usual. Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi asked the trader 

as to why he had followed him. The trader acknowledged his mistake humbly. The Shaykh 
ordered him to stand up and follow him again. The trader thus followed the Shaykh and 
reached Baghdad in a little while. By witnessing this saintly miracle of Sayyiduna Bishr 
Hafi the trader repented of having malice towards saints and became a 

humble and sincere devotee of them. (Raui-ur-Riyahxn, pp. 118) 


May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Bad suspicion from wicked heart 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is Haram to have a bad suspicion 1 against a Muslim. Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘A bad suspicion arises from a wicked heart.’ 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 22, pp. 400) 

One should never look down on the righteous people, especially the saints of Allah. These 
pious individuals are sincere in their deeds and have a sympathetic heart for the creation 
of Allah. Furthermore, these pious people can travel long distances in a twinkling of an 
eye. At times, the punishment for a bad suspicion is immediately given in the world. 

85. Punishment of bad suspicion 

Once, in extremely cold weather, Sayyiduna Shaykh Abul Husayn Nun’s maid Zaytunah 
brought him a piece of bread with some milk. He was gathering up pieces of coal to light 
them so that he would warm himself up. His hands were still blackened by the coal when 
he began to eat. The fire suddenly ignited and milk spilled over his hands. Feeling disgust, 
the maid thought to herself that he is famous as a saint but he does not care about his 
cleanliness! 

After a little while, she went out of home to do some chores. Out of the blue another 
woman grabbed her and accused her of stealing her bundle of clothes and thus dragged 
her to the police station. When Sayyiduna Shaykh Nuri oifejtsSsAifc*? came to know of this, 
he went to the police station to vouch for her. The police officer responded that he could 
not release her as she was accused of theft. 

While this conversation was going on, another maid entered the police station with the 
stolen bundle of clothes. The bundle was handed over to its owner and Zaytunah was 
released. The Shaykh <&jtisA\kiF? asked Zaytunah, ‘Would you have bad suspicion any 
longer against the saints of Allah? [That they do not care about cleanliness]. Ashamed, 
Zaytunah replied that she had learnt her lesson and repented of bad suspicion. (Raud-ur- 
Riyahin, pp. 136) 

May Allah J«5£- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

1 Bad suspicion here has been used in the sense of the Arabic word ij** which implies forming a negative 
opinion regarding a Muslim without an explicit Shar’i proof. [Translator’s Note] 
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Bad suspicion is Haram 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how the woman was immediately punished for 
having a bad suspicion about a saint 2 ^. One should fear Allah Js-sS^ regardless of 

whether he is punished in this world or not as it is Haram to have bad suspicion about a 
Muslim. Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘A bad suspicion arises from a 

wicked heart.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadxd), vol. 22, pp. 400) Allah JmS*- says in the 36 th verse of 
Surah Ban! Israll part 15: 

( Si ^jJlc- < j \ JLkje- Jo ^ *^3 

And go not after that thing of which you know not. No doubt the ear and the eye and the heart 
are all to be questioned of. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Surah Bam Israll, verse 36) 

In another verse in Surah Al-Hujurat, part 26 Allah J«S£- says: 

O those who believe! Avoid more suspicions; verily some suspicion is a sin. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 12) 

Once the Noble Prophet JUs«a' said, ‘Did you split his heart so that you would 
have come to know?’ (Abi Dawud, vol. 3, pp. 63, Hadis 2643) He JUs-jbssfejtrfiiii J* has further 
stated ‘Refrain from bad suspicions because having a (bad) suspicion is the greatest lie.’ 

(Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 446, Hadis 5143) 


86. Cry when you see someone cry 

Sayyiduna Makhul Dimishqi once said, ‘When you see someone weep, you 

also weep with him. Don’t have the bad suspicion that he is weeping ostentatiously. 
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Once I had a bad suspicion against a crying Muslim, so I could not cry for one year as a 
punishment.’ (TanbTh-ul-MughtarTn, pp. 122) 


(Jp (Jlio aill <Jp 


87. Nine unbelievers embraced Islam 

There are great blessings of the Madani Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 
& non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah. Not only the sinful Muslims 
get reformed, but the non-Muslims are also, sometimes, blessed with embracing Islam. 

A preacher of Dawat-e-Islami has reported: ‘About five years back, I gifted a few audio 
cassettes and booklets released by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah to a non-Muslim college fellow 
of mine and his friends. One cassette was of Surah Yasln recitation along with its Urdu 
translation from Kanz-ul-Iman whereas the remaining were speech-cassettes. 

On January 5, 2006 I travelled with a Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami. 
Our Madani Qafilah reached ‘Sakrand’ (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh, Pakistan) where I came 
across the same class fellow. He was with a group of his friends who were 15 in number. 
I asked him about the cassettes and he told me that when he listened to the recitation of 
Surah Yasln with its translation, he experienced such [inner] peace which he had never 
experienced before in his entire life. 

He further added that since then he had made it a habit to listen to the Quranic recitation 
sitting outside the Masjid through the loud-speaker in Ramadan during Tarawlh 1 Sal ah. 
He also told me that he had listened to the speeches and read the booklets as well. All 
this had a profound impact on him.’ 

The preacher continued: ‘I then invited him to embrace Islam. He was already impressed 
with the teachings of Islam but was not yet prepared to convert. I tried for a long time to 
persuade him and his friends, making individual effort. Finally, by the grace of Allah 


1 Tarawlh Sal ah is offered in Ramadan after Salat-ul-Tsha with Jama’at. It is Sunnah to complete the recitation 
of the whole Quran during this Salah. [Translator’s Note] 
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the effort bore fruit and nine of them embraced Islam right away and the rest of them 
said that they would consider about it.’ 


Ao ‘ulama-e-Dln, bahr-e-tablTgh-e-Din 
Mil kay saray chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dur tarikiyan Kufr la haun miyan 
Ao koshish karayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

Scholars you also come and spread Islamic teachings 
Let’s all work together and travel with Madani Qafilah 
Let’s remove the darkness of unbelief 
Let’s all strive and travel with Madani Qafilah 




88. Sand* and delicious stew 

Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Allamah Yafi’i Yemeni has stated, ‘During a journey 

our caravan arrived in a village. One of us went out and borrowed a cooking pot from a 
villager and cooked a dessert in it. All of us ate the dessert, except for one man who was 
not present. That man had gone out with some flour to find someone to bake him some 
bread from it but he could not find anyone. While roaming around the village he came 
across an old blind man whom he gifted the flour with the intention of getting reward 
from Allah (This condition should be taken as a concealed favour that it is as if the 
divine wisdom addressed him that the flour was the sustenance of that blind old man, 
whereas his sustenance will be provided by divine bounty). 

Allah’s mercy is immense! After a little while, a villager approached the caravan and took 
the very same person, who had given his flour to the blind man, to his house and served 
him with delicious stew and Sarld.’ (Raud-ur-Riyahm, pp. 153) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 


* Sand is a dish made with pieces of bread mixed with stew and gravy sauce. It can also be prepared with vegetables 
instead of meat. [Translator’s Note] 
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JiUsJi, Giving food in charity never goes to waste. Sometimes one is rewarded instantly 
in the world in addition to be deserving of the reward of the Hereafter. 


(jp (JUo alll <Jp \^o 


89. Stew and dessert 

A saint JtsS si>i k*<f has reported that a rich businessman was once sitting in a Masjid 
where he noticed a beggar who was making Dua in the following words with his hands 
raised, ‘Ya Allah Feed me meat stew and dessert!’ When the businessman heard 
this he said to himself, ‘This beggar is just saying this so that I would hear him. By 
Allah JmS*-! If he had directly asked me I would have fed him, but now I will not.’ 

After a little while, that beggar went to sleep. Meanwhile, a man entered the Masjid with 
a tray covered with a piece of cloth. His eyes roamed the Masjid as if he was looking for 
someone. As his eye fell on the sleeping beggar he put his tray down beside him, woke 
him up and said with humility, ‘Here is meat stew and dessert for you, please eat it.’ The 
beggar ate some from it and returned the rest to him. Astonished, the businessman asked 
the man about it. The man explained, ‘I am a labourer. My family has desired for many 
days to eat meat stew and dessert, but I could not buy these things because of poverty. 
Today after a long time I got paid one Misqal [4.5 grams] of gold for my work. So we 
prepared this stew and dessert. I took a nap for a little while. I slept but my sleeping fortune 
woke up, blessing me with the vision of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet jtss«Ai J*. 

As I was engrossed in beholding the Beloved Rasul jtsSi&i j*, his blessed lips began 

to move and the following words were uttered: ‘There is a Wall (saint) in your Masjid 
who wishes to eat meat stew and dessert. Feed this stew and dessert to him first. He will 
eat some and return the rest to you. Allah JmS*- will bless the rest food for you. In return 
for this [deed] I will take you to Paradise.’ Therefore [the man continued], I have brought 
the food here right away.’ 

The businessman said, ‘How much money did you spend on this food?’ The man replied, 
‘One Misqal.’ The businessman offered, ‘Take 10 Misqal of gold from me and give me a 
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share of one carat 1 in this deed.’ He refused, so the businessman offered 20 Misqal of 
gold which was also turned down. The businessman increased his offer up to 50 Misqal 
of gold. Upon this the man replied, ‘I will not make you a partner in the deal I have 
made with the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs«jdbsikJtsSti>! J* even if you give me all the 
treasures of the world. If you were predestined to get this privilege you would beat me to 
it, but Allah J*-sA bestows His mercy on whomever He Js-sS^ wills.’ (Raud-ur-Riyahm, pp. 153) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! We have learned from the above parable that the saints 
follow the commandments of Allah JsA*- and Allah JsAs- fulfils their pleas. We have also 
learnt that those looking down on the pious servants of Allah in intoxication of their 
worldly wealth remain deprived of the mercy of Allah and His Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul JUs-jdbssfejfesi&iiK Furthermore, we have also learnt that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah JtsSiiij* has the divinely-bestowed knowledge of Ghayb; 

that is why he J* recognized the beggar and blessed the man in his dream, 

ordering him to go and feed the beggar. 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have also realized that sometimes having a bad suspicion 
against a Muslim can lead to remorse and regret even in the world. Having a bad 
suspicion against a Muslim is Haram by Shari’ah. 

90. Disabled boy walks! 

A gang of robbers once went on a looting spree. At night, they reached an inn in the guise 
of Mujahidin (warriors of the path of Allah). The inn-owner who was a pious person not 
only allowed them to stay at the inn at night but also served them with the intention of 
attaining the pleasure of Allah JmX 


1 A unit for measuring the weight of diamonds and other precious stones, equal to 200 milligrams. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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In the morning, those robbers went somewhere and returned back in the evening to the 
same inn, after their robbing venture. The inn-owner’s walking-impaired son that they 
had seen last night was now roaming freely. Amazed and surprised, they asked the inn 
owner, ‘Is he not the same disabled boy we saw yesterday?’ He replied respectfully, ‘Yes!’ 
They asked, ‘How did he get cured?’ The inn owner replied, ‘All this is the blessings of 
the divine-path travellers like you. The thing is, I fed your yesterday’s leftover food to 
this son of mine and massaged his body with your leftover water, with the intention of 
curing him. Allah has cured my disabled son by the blessing of the leftover food 
and water of you pious people.’ 

Overwhelmed by hearing this, the robbers were moved to tears and said, ‘All this is the 
fruit of your positive opinion towards us; we are grave sinners. We are not the travellers 
of the divine path; we are robbers! The manifestation of divine bounty has entirely 
changed our lives. We make you witness and repent of all our [past] sins.’ They all 
then adopted righteousness and remained steadfast on it till the end of their lives. 
(Kitab-ul-QalyiibT, pp. 20) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
(Jp (JUu all! c_JL-^-! <Jp !jivs 


Cure in leftovers of Muslim 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! The foregoing parable contains a faith-refreshing 
account of Allah’s graciousness. We have also learnt that having positive opinion about 
Muslims brings about blessings. Another point worth noting is that there is a cure in the 
leftover of the Muslims. 

One more lesson which can be derived from this parable is that an unwavering belief is 
needed for the acquisition of blessings. For example, the one who is uncertain about the 
acquisition of blessings when visiting a saint or a saint’s shrine can’t gain any benefit. 
Further, there will be no time limit for the acquisition of blessings; it depends on one’s 
fate. Someone is blessed right away while someone’s desire is not satisfied even after 
many years. Irrespective of whether or not one’s desire is fulfilled, one should stick to 
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one door, as the Persian saying goes: ‘Yak dar gir-o-muhkam gif which means ‘Hold 
onto one door and hold it firmly." 


Koi ay a pa kay chala gaya, koi ‘umr bhar bhi na pa saka 
Mayray Maula JUsv- Tujh say gilah nahin, yeh to apna apna nasib hay 


Someone came, got and left; others took a lifetime to get 
My Allah JU-sv- there is no complaint to You, this is just fate 




91. Paralysis was cured 

Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of Quran and 
Sunnah, holds 30-day and last 10-day Sunnah-Inspiring congregational I’tikaf every year 
in the blessed month of Ramadan in numerous Masajid around the globe. By the blessings 
of the religious and moral training provided to the Mu’takifin during the congregational 
I’tikaf, thousands of sinners sincerely repent of their sins and turn over a new leaf. 

Sometimes, by the grace of Allah Js-sJt, faith-refreshing events take place during the I’tikaf. 
During one such I’tikaf held in Ramadan in 1425 A.H., at the global Madani Markaz of 
Dawat-e-Islami, Faizan-e-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi [Pakistan], about 2,000 
Islamic brothers were Mu’takif in the Masjid. Amongst them was a 77 year old Hafiz 
Muhammad Ashraf from the Chakwal district (of Punjab, Pakistan). His hands and tongue 
were paralyzed and his hearing was almost impaired but his faith was marvellous. 

One day during Iftar meal, he requested the leftover food from one of the preachers of 
Dawat-e-Islami and ate it reverentially expecting to be blessed. He also requested the 
preacher to make Dam [i.e. blow on] him. His positive opinion bore fruit. Allah’s mercy 
showered on him, curing him of paralysis, A-sv- Aj He narrated his incident of 
getting cured on stage in front of thousands of people in Faizan-e-Madinah, and the 
joyous clamour of [Zikr] of Allah, Allah filled the air. Several local newspapers also 
published this pleasing news in those days. 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 
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May Dawat-e-Islami boom! 
Throughout the world, Yd Qayyum JmW 
May every child become devoted to it! 
Yd Allah My supplication be fulfilled! 

(Jp (JUj aJdl <Jp 


Can one hire SayyicT as servant? 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt from this parable that the company of the devotees 
of Rasul is very beneficial and their leftovers are so blessed that it can even cure the sick. 

Expressing the greatness of Sayyids (i.e. the descendants of the Holy Prophet) and the 
blessings of the leftovers of a Muslim, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of 
Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated: ‘It is 

not permissible to make a Sayyid do some degrading chore, nor is it permissible to hire 
him for such a job. However, one can hire a Sayyid for a job which does not entail any 
degrading tasks. Teachers should completely refrain from beating a Sayyid student. As 
for the issue of (a Sayyid’s) eating the leftovers of a Muslim, it is not degrading since it is 
described as cure in a Hadis.’ (Kashf-ul-Khifa, vol. l, pp. 384, Hadis 1403) 

If a Sayyid asks a person for his leftovers, the person should give it to the Sayyid with the 
intention (of acting upon the Hadis which says that there is cure in a Muslim’s leftovers) 
not with the intention of giving just his leftovers. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadld), vol. 22, pp. 568) 

92. Who can harm one Allah protects? 

Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘All Bin Harb ojJi has narrated: ‘I was once sailing in a boat in 
Mosul [i.e. Tigris river] with some young men. When the boat reached the middle of the 
river, a fish jumped onto our boat from the water. We decided to roast the fish and eat it, 


* A descendent of the Holy Prophet. [Translator’s Note] 
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so we anchored our boat on the river bank. As we started gathering wood in the deserted 
area to light a fire, we saw a horrifying scene. There were the ruins and remains of 
some ancient buildings, and a man with his hands tied behind his back was lying down. 
Beside him was lying another man who had been slain. Nearby we also saw a merchandise 
laden ass. 

We asked the tied man about the incident. That man said, ‘I rented this ass from this 
slain man. He brought me to this desolate place deceitfully. Then, tying up my hands he 
said that he would kill me. I beseeched him not to commit the grave sin of murder and 
let me go for Allah’s sake. I even offered him to take all my belongings and merchandise 
and assured him of not telling anyone about what has happened, but he was intent on 
murdering me. Then, with the intention of killing me, he tried to pull out his well tucked 
dagger from his waist but it did not come out. When he forcefully pulled on his dagger, 
it came out with a jerk, striking him on his own throat. With his throat slit, he fell onto 
the ground and died writhing.’ 

Hearing his story we freed the man. He took his merchandise and left for his house. We 
returned to our boat to roast the fish but found no fish as it had jumped back into the 
river.’ (Raud-ur-Riyahm, pp. 139) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Indeed! No one can hurt the one who Allah J«5£ protects. His grace 
is magnificent! The cruel robber got slain by his own hands, getting his just deserts. The 
fish jumped onto the boat, leading to the release of the tied up man. The sailors landed 
at the river bank to roast and eat the fish but they were not predestined to eat it. In fact, 
they were led to the river bank to attain the reward of helping the oppressed tied up man, 
witnessing a manifestation of the divine omnipotence. 




93. Means of sustenance 

There was a pious person in Masjid-ul-Haram situated in Makka-tul-Mukarramah. He 
would worship all night and fast during the day. Every evening a man brought him two 
pieces of bread. He would break his fast [i.e. do Iftar] with those pieces of bread and 
would get busy with worship again. One day a thought crossed his mind: ‘I have relied 
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upon a man for bread instead of relying upon the Sustainer of the creation. It is contrary 
to trust in Allah Js-sSs-.’ 

That evening when the man brought the bread, the worshipper returned it. Three days 
passed [in hunger]. When his hunger intensified he pleaded to Allah JmX That night he 
saw in his dream that he was present in the court of Allah JmSs- who asked him: ‘Why did 
you not take what I sent to you through that man?’ The worshipper humbly said: 
‘A thought occurred to me that I have relied upon a man instead of relying entirely upon 
You.’ Allah Js-sSi- said, ‘Who sent you the bread?’ The worshipper said, ‘Ya Allah Js-sJs-! 
You sent it to me.’ Then that worshipper was ordered, ‘Next time when I send you the 
bread, do not return it.’ 

In the same dream he saw that the man [who used to bring the bread] was also present 
in the divine court and was asked, ‘Why did you stop giving bread to this worshipper?’ 
He humbly said, ‘Ya Allah jwSM You know it well.’ Then Allah JssS*- asked him, ‘O servant! 
To whom did you give those breads?’ He said, ‘To you (that is, in Your path).’ He was then 
ordered, ‘You continue your action. Paradise is your reward in return [for this deed].’ 

(Raud-ur-Riyahin, pp. 68) 


If you get without asking, then... 

Dear Islamic brothers! The traits of the saints of Allah are marvellous! Allah J«5*- showers 
His special favours upon the pious and provides for them from Ghayb. If one is not greedy 
for wealth and the giver will not also be taunting the taker; instead, the giver is expected 
to be pleased if his gift is accepted and neither there is the fear of the taker’s respect 
being reduced in the eyes of the giver nor is there any possibility of the taker’s disgrace 
in any way, in case of the acceptance of the gift; in short, if one is offered a gift without 
asking for it, he should accept it provided there is no Shar’I prohibition. 

Hence, Shaykh Sayyiduna Khalid Bin ‘Adi Juhannl Aji has narrated that he 

heard the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and 
Kind J* say: ‘Whoever receives something from his brother without asking 

for it and without having greed for it, should accept it and should not return it because 
it is the sustenance Allah has sent to him (through someone).’ ( Musnad imam Ahmad, 
vol. 6, pp. 276, Hadis 17958) 
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So, we have learnt that if somebody is offered something without him asking for it, there 
is no harm in accepting it provided he has no greed for that thing. Even if someone is 
wealthy he may also accept the thing with the intention of pleasing the giver, and if he 
does not need it he may gift it to someone else or give it in charity. Shaykh Sayyiduna 
‘Aid Bin ‘Amr ass. jMaiii has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of 
Ummah iiJ* has stated: ‘Whoever gets sustenance without asking (for it) and 

without having greed for it, should accept it from the bottom of his heart, and if he is 
wealthy (then after accepting it) he should send it to someone who is more needy than 
him.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 7, pp. 362, Hadis 2673) 

Gift or bribe 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is no doubt that accepting gifts is a Sunnah, but one should 
keep in mind that there are different rulings about giving and accepting gifts, and 
accepting every gift is certainly not Sunnah. In his world-famous book, ‘ Sahih Bukhari’ 
Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Bukhari has included a whole chapter entitled: 

‘(A*J Jlib p 4^) The chapter about one who did not accept a gift due to some reason.’ 

In this chapter Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Bukhari has narrated a Hadis, leaving 

out the names of narrators, that Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz has stated, 

‘In the apparent life of the Holy Prophet j* a gift was a gift but is a bribe 

nowadays.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 2,pp. 174) 




94. A platter of apples 

In the exegesis of the foregoing narration, Shaykh ‘Allamah Badruddln ‘Aynl HanafI 
lsWi Aji has cited the following incident on the authority of Shaykh Sayyiduna 

Furat Bin Muslim Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz once 

desired to eat apples but had no money to buy them. 
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Sayyiduna Furat Bin Muslim goes onto say, ‘We went out with him; near the 

village we came across some boys who were holding platters of apples (to give as gifts). 
Taking a platter Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz && Jis5 «i>i smelt the apples 

but then returned it. When I asked as to why he returned it, he replied, ‘I do not need 
this.’ I asked, ‘Did Sayyiduna Rasulullah jUs-jjbssfcjjisSaisi J*, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 
and Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam auAtsSitia*? not use to accept gifts?’ He responded, 
‘They were indeed gifts for them but are bribes for the succeeding governors (and their 
representatives).’ (‘Umda-tul-Qan, vol. 9,pp. 417) 


From whom one shouldn’t take gifts? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see? Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz ais-JMi&i && 
did not accept apples as gifts. He knew that he was being offered gifts because of being 
the caliph of the time. Obviously, if he were not the caliph, why would then anyone offer 
the gift to him? 

Every sensible person knows why people give gifts to ministers, assembly members, other 
government and elected officials, judges and police etc. and why they arrange special 
meals for them. It is apparent that people do this so that they can get some personal 
advantage in return or so that it is easier to get such advantage from them in the future. 
To give gifts or to arrange special meal-gatherings for them because of these two reasons 
is a form of bribery and both the giver and taker of bribery are worthy of Hell. On such 
occasions, one cannot be saved from the sin of bribery by saying such sentences as: we 
are giving these things as gifts ofEid, or just as sweets or refreshments, or out of happiness, 
or out of love etc. 

If officials accept gifts or special meals from their subordinates, even if gifts and 
invitation to special meal-gatherings are given to them with sincerity and do not fall 
under bribery in any way, it will still lead them to a place of slander. It is a saying of the 
Beloved and Blessed Rasul j*, ‘The one who believes in Allah J«5*- and the 

Hereafter should not stand at a place of slander.’ (Kashf-ul-Khifa, vol. 2, pp. 227, Hadis 2499) 
Hence it is Wajib to stay away from the place of slander and, therefore, it is impermissible 
to give and accept gifts etc. in the above cases. 
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If, however, there was the practice of giving and taking gifts and arranging special meal- 
gatherings for each other even before the official had taken office there is no harm in this 
case, but if it was less before and now there is more, then this increase [in gifts etc.] is 
impermissible. If the giver is now wealthier and is giving more because of increase in his 
wealth, then there is no problem. Further, if the inviter has increased the number of special 
meal-gatherings after the invited official has taken office then this is also impermissible. 
If the one giving is Zawilarham, that is, blood relative, then there is no problem in giving 
and taking. (Parents, brother, sister, paternal & maternal grandparents, son, daughter, 
brother of father & that of mother, sister of mother & that of father etc. are Mahram 
[blood relatives] whereas husband of father’s sister, husband of sister, wife of father’s 
brother, wife of mother’s brother, wife of brother, paternal & maternal cousins etc. are 
not Zawilarham). For example, if one’s son or nephew is a judge and the father or uncle 
of the judge gave him a gift or arranged a special meal-gathering for him then it is 
permissible for the judge to accept. However, if the case of the father is going before his 
own son who is a judge, then it is impermissible because of being in a place of slander. 

These rulings are not confined to the government officials only; instead, they apply to 
the people of all social, political and religious positions. Even all the Nigran of all the 
Majalis of Dawat-e-Islami and other responsible brothers cannot accept gifts or special 
meals from their subordinates. The junior Nigran can accept from the senior one. For 
example, a member of the MarkazI Majlis-e-Shura can accept gifts from the Nigran of 
Shura, but not from other Islamic brothers of Dawat-e-Islami and the Nigran of Shura 
cannot accept gifts from any Islamic brother of Dawat-e-Islami under him. Similarly, 
teachers cannot accept gifts from their students or their guardians without Shar’I 
permission. However, after the completion of education, if an ex-student gives a gift or 
special meal to his ex-teacher, the teacher can accept it. ‘Ulama and Shuyukh [scholars 
and saints] accept gifts etc. given to them by people in honour of their knowledge and 
greatness and people do not blame them for bribery either, it is permissible for such 
scholars and saints to accept gifts as it is not under the category of being in a place of 
slander. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Here are some important questions and answers regarding the 
difference between bribery and gift. If possible, try to read or listen to them at least three 
times. 
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Question: Is it not a Sunnah to accept gifts? 

Answer: It is indeed a Sunnah to accept gifts but there are certain conditions for it. 
Shaykh ‘Allamah Badruddin ‘Ayni Hanafi has stated that the Hadis which 

says, ‘Exchange gifts amongst each other as this will increase love 1 ’ pertains to those who 
have no position of authority over Muslims. However, the one who has any position of 
authority over Muslims like a QadI [judge] or a Wall [governor] must refrain from accepting 
gifts as these are bribery and a sort of impurity for them, especially for those who did not 
use to be given gifts before their official position. (Binayah Sharh-ul-Hidayah, vol. 8, pp. 244) 

To borrow a motorcycle 

Question: Can one who is in authority borrow money, car, motorcycle or bicycle etc. from 
his subordinate? Also kindly let us know, can he buy something from his subordinate in 
low price by any pretence? 

Answer: The one in authority cannot borrow money and other things from his 
subordinate even if his subordinate offers it himself. Likewise, he cannot do any dealings 
(i.e. sale and purchase) with his subordinate in a way contrary to established norms. 
Hence, Shaykh ‘Allamah Shaml ^ has stated, ‘It is also Haram for the one in 

authority to borrow money or something else from the people from whom to accept 
gifts is Haram for him.’ (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 8, pp. 48) 

Question: Has A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan also given some guidance 

on the subject [of taking gifts]? 

Answer: A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, 
scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash- 
Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘I say that the example of these 

people (i.e. the ones in authority) is like that of village chiefs and employees-supervisors 
who have control and power over those under them. People give gifts to these chiefs and 
supervisors for fear of being harmed by them or as a tradition.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadrd), 
vol. 19, pp. 446) 


(Maji 


-Zawaid, vol. 4, pp. 260, Hadis 6716) 
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It is obvious that the prohibition on the acceptance of gifts is not only for the government 
officials but also for every such person who can cause benefit or harm to people by his 
authority or influence. 

Two kinds of gatherings 

Question: What is a ‘special meal-gathering?’ 

Answer: A special meal-gathering is a gathering which is held for a particular person, that 
is, the gathering will not take place if that particular person does not come. 

Question: Also tell us, what is a ‘general gathering?’ 

Answer: A general gathering is that gathering which is not held for anyone in particular, 
that is, the gathering will take place even if so-and-so particular person does not come. 

Question: If a subordinate holds a special meal-gathering for his superior and makes the 
intention of marking ‘Giyarhwln’ with it, is it still impermissible? 

Answer: Yes, as it is evident in this case that if the one in authority does not accept the 
invitation then there will be no Niyaz 1 of the Giyarhwln. However, if it is predetermined 
that the Niyaz will be held regardless of whether or not the one in authority comes, 
holding such a gathering is permissible as this would be considered a ‘general gathering.’ 
But it would be impermissible to give better and fancy foods to the one in authority 
compared to others. For example, if other guests are served with ordinary meal, and the 
one in authority is served with special meal; then it is impermissible to do so. 

Question: Can a subordinate accept gifts from his superiors? 

Answer: Yes he can. If you read or listen to the following Fatwa issued by A’la Hadrat, 
Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of Sharl’ah, guide 
of Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan ajU at least three times attentively, J&\ you will understand the 

difference between gift and bribery. It will also become clear as to which people one is 
allowed to accept gifts from and from which people one cannot. 

1 Food or sweets served to the Muslims with the intention of presenting its reward to the Shaykh. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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A’la Hadrat has stated: ‘The one who has some power over people by the 

position of authority he holds by himself or on behalf of the ruler, is not allowed to 
accept gifts and invitations of special meal-gatherings. Even if such a person neither 
oppresses people himself nor puts any pressure on them; nor is he entitled to give any 
final or non-final decision - like a police officer, collection officer or landlord for peasants, 
village registrar and village chiefs (who have the authority of deciding the matters of the 
villagers) - he is not allowed at all to take any type of gift or accept the invitations of 
special meal-gatherings except for the following three cases: 

1. First, he may accept gifts or special invitations from his superior over whom he has 
no authority and it would not be suspected that the superior would get some 
advantage for his personal matters from the subordinate by gift and special meal¬ 
gathering. 

2. Second, he may accept gifts or special invitations from the one who has been giving 
gifts or inviting him even before he had taken office provided that the amount (or 
value of the gift etc.) is the same as was before, otherwise the increase will not be 
permissible. If, for example, the value of the gift is now higher than before or there 
is an increase in the number of gifts, or gifts or invitations are now being given 
frequently; in all these cases the increase in gifts or special meal-gatherings is not 
permissible. However, if the giver’s wealth has increased, indicating that the 
increase (in gift or special meal-gathering) is not because of the receiver’s authority 
but because of the increase in giver’s wealth, it would be permissible in this case. 

3. Third, he may accept gifts or invitations from close Maharim such as parents, 
offspring and siblings but not from the sons of [paternal and maternal] uncles and 
aunts as they are not Maharim although they are also commonly called brothers 
(but in reality they are not).’ 

A’la Hadrat jus jn\ has further stated: ‘Wherever there is prohibition it is based on 
just slander and the chance that the receiver will as a result be lenient [in dealing with 
the matters of the giver] even if leniency in the giver’s matters is not found. People deal 
with their worldly matters on the basis of hopes and expectations. If the official accepts 
gifts and invitations, then surely the giver will expect that it should have an effect on him 
as the ‘effect’ of receiving unearned money is often seen. The giver will expect the effect 
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of the given gift etc. to take place either on the spot or anytime in future. And to say that 
this gift or invitation of special meal-gathering is given because of affection, and not 
because of the official’s position, the Holy Prophet has already rejected it. 

When a person who was sent for the collection of Zakah returned with the collected 
Zakah, he separated some wealth for himself. Rasulullah qus <&i J* said, ‘You 

should have stayed at your mother’s home to see how many gifts you would receive!’ That 
is to say that you have received these gifts just because of your position and authority. 
If you had stayed at home, who would have come to give you anything? (Sahih Muslim, 
pp. 1019, Hadis 1832) (Fatawa Razaxviyyah (Jadld), vol. 18, pp. 170-171) 

Question: Can a professor or teacher accept gifts from his students? 

Answer: If offered gifts from their students, the teachers of the Quran, Dars-e-NizamI 
and other sciences should be very careful before accepting gifts because they also have 
authority over some Muslims [e.g. their students]. 

Explaining the meaning of ‘being in authority’ ‘Allamah ShamI d&jfss&kfv has stated, 
‘Amongst the people in authority are those who have authority in markets and cities, 
those handling endowments and trusts, and every such person who has authority over 
the matters of the Muslims.’ (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 8, pp. 50) 

In the light of this quotation, a teacher is also in authority in the sense that he also has 
power over many matters of students. For a student to remain enrolled at his educational 
institute is, sometimes, at the mercy of the teacher. A teacher can suspend a student 
from the grade as a result of his misbehaviour or, sometimes, can even have the student 
expelled from the institute or can request for it. Similarly, he can disclose questions of 
exams to students prior to exams, give good marks or even fail the students. 

There are many students who have little aspiration to learn but are very much involved 
in immoral activities. As they are not able to impress the teacher by their abilities, they 
present gifts and offer lunch/dinner to their teachers from time to time so that they 
would not be expelled from the institute and would not be failed. Therefore, teachers 
should not accept gifts and invitations from such students. If it is clear that the gift or 
the invitation is being offered to the teacher so that such students can get some undue 
advantage from him, and the teacher is also capable enough to do what they want, it will 
be a Haram act leading to Hell to accept the gift or invitation in this case. 
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It is stated in Shaml, ‘If a scholar is given a gift so that he would intercede on behalf the 
giver of the gift or would save him from oppression, that gift is also a form of bribery. 
The ruling stated for a teacher also applies to an administrator as an administrator, 
whether that of a purely religious organization or of a political party, also has authority 
over many matters of the Muslims in some way, and his written or spoken approval or 
disapproval in any matter may cause benefit or loss to many people. Therefore, he should 
also be highly cautious before accepting gifts or invitations of special meal-gathering. 
(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9, pp. 607) 


Two parables of returning gifts 

1. Hujjat-ul-Islam, Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali has cited 

that Shaykh Sayyiduna Shafiq Balkhi sA' has stated, ‘Once I sent some 

clothes to Shaykh Sayyiduna Sufyan Saurl as a gift but he returned them. I 

said, ‘Ya SayyidI, I am not your student!’ He replied, ‘But your brother has heard 
Hadis from me. I am afraid that my heart might become softer for your brother than 
for Other students.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 7, pp. 3, Hadis 9302) 

2. Once, Shaykh Sayyiduna Sufyan Saurl received some money as a gift from 

the son of his friend. At first, he accepted the money but after a while called his 
friend’s son back and returned the money insistently. He did so because his 
friendship was for the sake of Allah and he was afraid that the gift might 
become the (materialistic) return for the friendship. Sayyiduna Mubarak 

a son of Shaykh Sayyiduna Sufyan Saurl asked him, ‘O Father!’ What has 

happened to you? When you had accepted it, you should have kept it for us!’ He 
replied, ‘O Mubarak! You will happily and gleefully spend it but it is I 
who will be questioned about it on the Day of Judgement.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 408) 

Question: If a subordinate gives dates from Madman or water of Zamzam to his superiors, 
should they accept it? 

Answer: They should accept it as there is no fear of the blame of bribery here. Similarly, 
there is no problem in accepting booklets, [CDs or] cassettes of speeches and other 
preaching-material or the cards bearing the print of the Holy Prophet’s blessed shoe or 




99 Parables 


361 


an inexpensive rosary or a pen worth a few rupees as these are not the kinds of gifts in 
which one would face slander. Similarly, there is a tradition of giving gifts on some 
occasions like return from the pilgrimage of Hajj or Madinah, one’s marriage and birth 
of a child; those in authority can accept gifts on such occasions from those under them. 
However, if the gift is more expensive or valuable than what is commonly given, then it 
is not permissible to accept. For example, if it is common to give 100 rupees as gift and 
one gives 500 or 1200 rupees as gift or a rupee'-garland of the same amount, then it will 
be impermissible because of being in a place of slander 1 2 . 

Dear Islamic brothers! Keep close to the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a non¬ 
political worldwide movement of Quran and Sunnah and travel with its Madam Qafilahs 
with the devotees of Rasul. jisv-djkT_aai You will learn various Islamic laws and principles. 

To instill a passion of travelling in the Madam Qafilah, read on to see the Madam marvels 
of the Madam Qafilah... 

95. They were buried alive 

An Islamic brother has reported, ‘A Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah of twelve devotees 
of Rasul was staying in the Jami’ Masjid of Nindrai of the district Bagh of Kashmir. 
According to the schedule of the Qafilah, on the morning of 3 rd Ramadan 1426 A.H., it 
was time for the morning ‘Madam Mashwarah’ after the small break for rest. Upon the 
instruction of the Amir of the Qafilah, eight Islamic brothers were preparing to attend 
the ‘Madam Mashwarah’ whereas four Islamic brothers including me were still lying 
down out of laziness in the Madrasah adjacent to the Masjid. 

Suddenly, we felt as if we were being jolted on a train. Frightened, we got up and ran. All 
the walls were shaking. The earth cracked open and we fell on our faces. We had not yet 
recovered ourselves when all of a sudden the roof and walls fell upon us and darkness 
fell all around us. 


1 It is common in the sub-continent to give a garland made of rupees. 

2 For detailed information of these rulings listen to the cassettes of Madani Muzakarah no. 71 to 74. 

[Translator’s Notes] 
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Alas! The four of us had been buried alive! We started to recite Kalimah and cried for 
help. We had almost given up the hope of coming out alive. An Islamic brother somehow 
managed to kick and push a rock, making an opening for the rays of light to come in. 

One by one, we all managed to come out from that opening. By the blessings 
of immediate obedience to the Amir of the Qafilah, the other eight devotees of Rasul had 
already come out from the Masjid safely. 


Zalzalay say aman, day ga Rab-e-Jahan JU-sJ*- 


Sab Du ’aeyn karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Ho bapa zalzalay, garchay andhl chalay 
Sabr kartay rahayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Protection from earthquake will be given by Almighty 
Let’s all make supplications in Qafilah 
If earthquakes or tornadoes occur 
How to have patience, learn in Qafilah 


Consequence of disobedience 

The foregoing incident shows that by the blessing of following Madam Qafilah’s schedule, 
the eight Islamic brothers did not get hurt and got out safely, whereas the other four 
Islamic brothers who were resting in a room out of laziness were temporarily buried alive 
together although they also managed to come out safely by the blessing of the Madam 
Qafilah. Allah Js-sf£- shows signs in this way that someone comes out safe and sound even 
from the cave of death whereas someone is captured by death even if he has hidden 
himself in the strongest of forts. There is no way to escape from death. Hence, Allah Js-A*- 
has said in Surah Al-Jumu’ah in part 28, verse 8: 



You proclaim, you will certainly meet the death which you run away from. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah Al-Jumu’ah, verse 8) 





99 Parables 


363 


96. Wise king 

Ahmad Bin Tulun, a wise Egyptian king, was once eating meal with his companions in a 
deserted place when his eye fell on a beggar wearing tattered clothes. The king sent him 
a piece of bread, fried chicken, meat and beverage through his servant. The servant 
returned and informed the king, ‘Your highness, he was not happy with the food.’ Upon 
hearing this, the king ordered that the beggar be brought to him. When the beggar came, 
the king asked him some questions which he answered elegantly and showed no signs of 
nervousness. 

The wise king suddenly said, ‘You seem to be a spy.’ The king then called the official 
whipper to punish him. Seeing this, the beggar admitted that he was a spy. Seeing this 
incident a courtier said, ‘Your highness, it’s like you have done magic.’ The wise king 
replied, ‘This is not magic, I caught him by my acute judgment because the food sent to 
him was so delicious that even the one who had eaten a full meal would desire this meal 
upon seeing it but this beggar showed no interest in it even though he seemed needy. 
Moreover, an ordinary man becomes frightened when in the court of a king, but he 
talked to me boldly. Observing this, I felt that he was a spy (as spies are often trained to 
have such confidence).’ (Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 359) 

(Jp (JUo aill J xa C-JLiM (Jp 1^1vs 


97. State of Ibn Tulun in grave 

Dear Islamic brothers! Ahmad Bin Tulun was a very wise, just, brave, humble, well- 
mannered, friend of knowledge, and a generous king. He was a Hafiz of the Quran and 
would recite the Quran with a very pleasant voice. With all of these good qualities he was 
also an oppressor to the extent that his sword was always ready for bloodshed. It is said 
that the people that he killed and the ones that died in his prisons were nearly eighteen 
thousand in number. After his death, a man would recite the Holy Quran daily at his 
graveside. One day Ahmad Bin Tulun appeared in the man’s dream and said, ‘Do not 
recite the Quran at my grave!’ The man asked, ‘Why?’ Ibn Tulun replied, ‘Whenever any 
verse is recited at my graveside, I am hit on the head and asked, ‘Did you not hear this 
verse?’ (Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 460) 



364 


Alas! The consequence of oppression is certainly very devastating. Since it is generally 
very difficult for the rulers to refrain from oppression and injustice, it is wise, especially 
in the present era, to stay away from the apparently attractive looking offices of the 
government and ministries. We will have also realized that the Hafiz of the Quran should 
act upon the Quranic teachings. May Allah JUsS*- forgive us, the sinful Muslims being 
punished in their graves, and the entire Ummah! 


(Jp tJUo alll <Jp 


98. Du’a of forgiveness led to forgiveness 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should make Du’a of forgiveness for all Muslims. It is also 
beneficial to us. The more people we make Du’a of forgiveness for, the more virtues and 
reward we will earn. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of 
Jannah JLa-dbajtejtsSAbiJ* has stated, ‘Whoever asks for the forgiveness of all the Muslim 
men and women, Allah will write one virtue for him for every Muslim man and 
woman.’ (Mu'jam Saghlr, pp. 513, Hadis 7419) 

If we intend others good, we will also be treated with good, kbiA-a&i. Hence ‘Allamah 
‘Abdur Rahman Saffuri has quoted, ‘(After his demise) a pious man appeared 

in someone’s dream. The dreaming person asked the pious man as to how Allah J«5£ 
treated him. He replied, ‘Allah has forgiven me, blessing me with a palace near the 
palace of so-and-so person. I would perform more worship than that person but he has 
surpassed me because of a habit of his that I did not have. He would often make the Du’a, 
‘Ya Allah J*A^! Forgive all the Muslims of the past, present and future!’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, 
vol. 2, pp. 3) 


Ilahi JksSt wasitah Piyaray JUs-ats*#juss&ij* ka sab ki maghfiratfarina 
‘Azab-e-Nar say ham ko Khudaya JUsS^- khaufata hay 

For the sake of Your Beloved Prophet forgive all 

We fear the punishment of Hell, O our Allah 
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99. 70 Days old corpse 

j&Sz-djiJL&Si, Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement for the preaching 
of Quran and Sunnah, provides an opportunity to sympathize with Muslims and gain 
blessings in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. Millions of those drowning in the 
sea of sins are being rescued by Dawat-e-Islami that is a unique Madani movement of 
Ahl-ul-Haq [rightly-guided people]. 

Let me tell you a faith-refreshing marvel of the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami: 
‘There was a massive earthquake in the eastern part of Pakistan on Saturday, Ramadan 3, 
1426 A.H. (October 8, 2005). Hundreds of thousands of people perished in this massive 
earthquake. Among the victims was a nineteen year old martyr, Nasrin ‘Attariyyah Bint-e- 
Ghulam Mursalin of Miratasauliyan in Muzaffarabad (Kashmir). She used to attend the 
weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami. For some unavoidable reasons, her 
father and other family members had to open her grave at around 10 p.m. on Monday 
night 8 Zul-Qa’da-til-Haram, 1426 A.H. (December 10, 2005). As the grave was opened, 
those present there smelt a pleasant fragrance emanating from her grave. Nasrin 
‘Attariyyah’s shroud was in its original state and her body was still fresh even after 
seventy days of her martyrdom. 

May Allah have mercy on her and forgive us without accountability for her sake! 


‘Ataye Hablb-e-Khuda Madani Mahaul 

Hay Falzan-e-Ghaus-o-Raza Madani Mahaul 

Salamat rahay Yd Khuda dwi 5 - Madani Mahaul 
Bachay nazar-e-bad say sada Madani Mahaul 
Ay Islaml behnaun! Tumharay liye bhl 
Suno! Hay bahut kam ka Madani Mahaul 
Tumhayn Sunnataun aur parday kay ahkam 
Yeh ta ’llmfarmaye ga Madani Mahaul 
Sanvar jdye gl akhirat 
Turn apnaye rakho sada Madani Mahaul 



366 


Divine bestowment is the Madam environment 
Blessings of Ghaus and Raza is the Madam environment 

Yd Allah protect forever the Madam environment 

From the evil eye, protect the Madam environment 
O Islamic sisters, for you as well 
Is very beneficial the Madam environment 
The rulings of Sunan and veil 
Will teach you, the Madam environment 
Your Hereafter shall be better 
Stay associated with the Madam environment 


Ya Allah JmSM Bless us with the true love of Your Beloved Prophet all other 

Prophets the blessed companions ^ the Ahl-e-Bayt [family 

of the Prophet] and the blessed Auliya Make us follow in their footsteps and 

protect our Iman by their blessings. Grant us peace in the worldly life and in the afterlife. 
Forgive us and grant us an abode in Jannat-ul-Firdaus, without accountability, in the 
neighbourhood of Your Beloved and Blessed Prophet 








£ JUS aiil 04J-I & \jU, 
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Madani Muzakarah 


The following information is beneficial not only to chefs but also to everyone else. Satan 
may use every trick of the trade to keep you from reading this chapter. Try to counter his 
deceptions and make an ardent effort to read this chapter in its entirety. Reap many 
rewards by giving Dars in the Masjid and at home etc. 


Virtues of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummaii, the Owner of Jannah 
has stated, ‘The one who writes Salat [with my name] in a book, angels will continue 
to seek forgiveness for him as long as my name remains in it.’ (Mu’jam Awsat, vol. 1, 
pp. 497, Hadis 1835) 

(Jp (JUdi all! JL^s c-JLsM <Jp \}Lz> 


A Madani Mashwarali took place on Friday night, the 19 th of Rabi’-un-Nur 1423 A.H. 
This meeting was held at Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi for the caretakers and the chefs of 
Dawat-e-Islami’s Madaris and Jami’a-tul-Madlnah 1 . Many students also participated. 
After the traditional recitation of the Quran and Na’at, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat ‘Allamah 
Maulana, Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi delivered many 


A Madani Muzakarah is a term used in Dawat-e-Islami. It implies a question and answer session with 
Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 


An institution for learning Islamic sciences run by Dawat-e-Islami. [Translator’s Notes] 
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words of wisdom. He urged the attendees to offer every Salah with Jama’at in the first 
row of Masjid with Takbir-e-Aula, partake in the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ from 
beginning to end, travel with Madani Qafilahs for three days every month, and fill and 
hand in Madani In’amat booklets at the end of every [Islamic] month. 

Measure food when dishing out 

Question: What’s the way to save food from going to waste? 

Answer: Measure the ingredients when cooking food and also measure the quantity 
when distributing it. For example, a chef has to prepare BiryanI for ninety two students. 
As almost eight persons can be fed with one kilogram of rice, he should prepare BiryanI 
with twelve kilograms of rice. 

Give food in the required quantity so that everyone is satiated and the food is also 
completely consumed. This will be very convenient and you will be able to minimize the 
wastage of food, 3^ If you do not measure the ingredients while cooking, you 

might cook either more or less than the required quantity. The taste of the leftover BiryanI 
reduces when reheated. 

Six hundred thousand prisoners 

Question: When did food begin to rot first? 

Answer: Since the time of Ban! Israil [descendants of Israil]. Let me tell you the detailed 
incident. After Pharaoh perished in the river Nile, Prophet Sayyiduna Musa along 

with 600000 people from Ban! Israil, left for ‘Bayt-ul-Muqaddas’ with the commandment 
of Allah Js-sS^ to fight against a nation called ‘Amaliqah.’ When they approached Bayt-ul- 
Muqaddas, the Ban! Israil backed off and denied to fight, even asking Prophet Sayyiduna 
Musa to fight along with his Creator against this warlike nation. Prophet Sayyiduna 

Musa -v3lsji<«u. was extremely disheartened by this. 


As a result, these 600000 people were trapped in a plain for forty years. This plain was 30 
miles long and 27000 yards wide. They would start walking in the morning but end up at 
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the same place, where they had started from, in the evening. This plain was called ‘Tih’ 
which means ‘the place where the people who have got lost keep wandering .’ (Tafsir Na’imi, 
vol. 6, pp. 336-351) 

Mann and Salwa 

It is stated in ‘Ruh-ul-Bayan, ‘While the Prophet Sayyiduna Musa Kalimullah -vSui «t£. 
was staying in the plains of Tih along with 600000 people from Bani Israil, Allah Ju-sS^ 
sent down two foods for them from the sky. One was called ‘Mann’ and the other 
‘Salwa.’ ‘Mann’ was a white honey-like dessert or white honey which would shower from 
the sky like rain. ‘Salwa’ was cooked quails that would descend from the sky with the 
southern winds. 

Why food began to spoil? 

Prophet Sayyiduna Musa Kalimullah Js- [and his Ummah] was ordered by 

Allah JiiA not to save this food (i.e. Mann and Salwa) for the next day. Some of the 
people with weak faith feared that they would starve to death in this barren plain, if 
someday Mann and Salwa did not descend. Therefore, they began to save and conceal 
this food for the next day. As a result of the disobedience to the Prophet, all the food 
saved for the next day began to rot and the food ceased to descend from the sky either. 

(Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 1, pp. 142) 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet 3* has stated, ‘If there were no Bani Israil, 

neither food would spoil nor would meat ever rot.’ 1 The rotting of meat dates back to the 
era of Ban! Israil. Before that time, food and meat would not rot. 

Twelve springs gush forth 

Did you see that the disobedience to their Prophet led the people of Bani Israil to 

such a grave calamity? All those who were over twenty years at the time of being trapped 
in the plains of ‘Tih’, died over there. 

Since Prophet Sayyiduna Musa visits! was staying amongst them, Mann and 
Salwa descended upon these people by his blessings. He viui-tfU struck a rock with his 


(Sahlh Muslim, pp. 775, Hadis 1470) 
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blessed staff and twelve springs of water gushed forth. The Bani Israil drank water from 
these springs and also used it for bathing. The dresses they used to wear during this time 
did not get dirty; nor did these dresses get old and tattered. Their nails and hair did not 
grow, which meant that they did not need to remove hair and cut nails. At night a shining 
pillar would appear which would serve as a light source for them. During the day, a cloud 
would hover overhead to shelter them from the sun. When a child was born amongst 
them, he would be covered by a shell-like nail dress which would continue to grow as the 
child grew. During this imprisonment, all of these bounties were bestowed upon them 
because of the blessing of Prophet Sayyiduna Musa Kalimullah vaUJ (Ruh-ul-Ma’am, 
vol. 6, pp. 383) 


Is it permissible for an employee to offer Nafl Salah? 

The foregoing Quranic incident shows that sometimes sins and transgressions result in 
troubles even in the world. The Islamic brothers who are chefs should strive to complete 
their work and assigned tasks in a proper manner. Some employees today do not properly 
complete their duties as they do not have a righteous Madam mindset. Despite not 
completing their work deliberately, they receive full wages, polluting their earnings. 

Remember! An employee cannot even offer Nafl Salah during his duty hours without the 
permission of his employer. If he feels weakness and is unable to fulfil his duties properly, 
he cannot even keep a Nafl fast without the permission of his employer. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 9, pp. 97) However, the employer can neither prevent his employee from offering Fard 
Salah with Jama’at nor from fasting during the month of Ramadan. The employee must 
perform this Fard worship even if the employer tries to prevent him. 

You are a trustee of every grain 

Question: Is the chef a trustee of Jami’a-tul-Madlnah’s kitchen? 

Answer: Yes, if someone deliberately misuses even a single grain, he will be accountable 
for it on the Day of Judgement. May Allah Js-sS^ enable us to preserve every type of 
entrustment and refrain from breaching! There is severe punishment for breaching. 
Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall jbJ! Aji has recorded the 

following in ‘Mukashafa-tul-Qulub’\ 
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Grave torments of breaching 

On the Day of Judgement, a person will be brought before the court of Allah JwK He will 
be asked, ‘Did you return the entrusted thing [i.e. Amanat] of such and such person?’ He 
will reply in the negative. On being ordered, the angel will take him to Hell. He will see 
that the entrusted thing is kept in the depth of Hell and he will fall towards it. He will 
reach it after seventy years; he will then pick that thing up and climb up. As he is close to 
the edge of Hell, he will slip and thus fall into the depth of Hell again. He will continue 
to climb and fall until he will be blessed with Allah’s mercy through the intercession of 
the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah and the owner of that 

entrusted thing will be pleased with him. (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 44, 45) 

Reasons for food wastage in Madaris 

[Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Ilyas Qadiri && asked the chefs] ‘Tell me, 

is more food wasted in restaurants or in Madaris 1 ?’ The chefs replied, ‘In Madaris!’ 
Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat then said, ‘Actually, the restaurant owner spends 

money from his own pocket and also has to make a profit on it, which is why he strictly 
monitors all the matters of his restaurant, ensuring frugality. As for the religious 
institutions, they are run by public donations; neither the caretakers nor the chefs have 
to pay any money from their own pockets. Thus, they are very careless. At times the whole 
carcass of a slaughtered animal that was donated in Sadaqah rots due to carelessness, 
and is then thrown away. 

Alas! How tragic it is that the charity donations given by Muslims are wasted in such a 
ruthless manner! This can result in punishment in the Hereafter. All caretakers of 
religious and social institutions should remember that the accountability of every grain 
is to be made on the Day of Judgement. Allah says in the glorious Quran, part 30, 
Surah Az-Zilzal, verse 7, 8: 


Plural of Madrasah. [Translator’s Note] 
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So whoever does a good deed equal to the weight of a particle, will see it. And whoever does an 
evil deed equal to the weight of a particle, will see it. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Az-Zilzal, verse 7-8) 


Proper method of freezing food 

Question: Kindly, share with us some Madani pearls on how to preserve meat and food? 

Answer: Make sure that the freezer is working properly. In summer, the freezing capability 
of the freezer may be affected due to low voltage, increasing the risk of food rotting. In 
this situation, the food can be left in open air. If hung in open air without any support of 
wall etc., meat can remain fresh. When you put some gravy in the freezer, make sure that 
the container is uncovered so that the food can freeze properly. It is better to keep the 
food in small containers and plastic bags. Food in large containers can spoil because the 
food may not freeze properly. Khichra 1 and lentils tend to spoil faster than other types of 
food. Similarly, cooked food made from tomatoes and other sour ingredients also tend 
to spoil faster. 

Preserve raw meat for several days 

Question: Is there any way to preserve raw meat so that it remains edible for many days? 

Answer: If raw meat is put in the freezer in a large deep container, the meat in the lower 
part of the container may remain unfrozen and rot. Therefore, keep in mind the proper 
way of freezing a large quantity of meat. First put a layer of ice at the bottom of the 
container, then place meat on it and then put another layer of ice, then another layer of 
meat and put the container into the freezer. In this way, the meat in all parts of the 
container will properly freeze and will not rot for many days, 


1 A type of food made of wheat, minced meat, lentils and spices. This dish is cooked on low heat to a paste-like 
consistency. [Translator’s Note] 
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What to do if food rots? 

Question: What are the signs of food spoiling? 

Answer: Rotting causes a sour [bad] smell to emanate. One can also see froth develop in 
foods that have gravy. The softer and sour ingredients of the food begin to rot first. 
Therefore, if sour smell begins to emanate from meat-food, then take the pieces of meat 
from it, wash them and reuse them (provided that the meat has not gone bad). Do not 
purposely throw away the meat if it has not gone bad. 

Eating rotten meat is Haram 

Questions: What shall we do if the meat rots? 

Answer: Throw it away. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI 
i^sJi 4)i £*■*?**!£• has stated, ‘Though Haram to be consumed, the meat that has turned rot 
and smelly is not impure.’ (Al-Ashbah wan-Nazair, vol. 1, pp. 418) 

Use of milk that has turned to curd 

Question: How should one use milk that has started to turn into curd? 

Answer: It is very easy to use milk that has started to turn into curd. Mix honey or sugar 
with it and cook it on a stove. Its water will evaporate, leaving a delicious sweet-item to 
be consumed. 

Margarine 

Question: Is it permissible to eat margarine [vegetable Ghl]? 

Answer: It is permissible to eat margarine but it is often injurious to health because of 
being adulterated. Many people have upset stomach today; one of the reasons for this is 
the use of unhealthy margarine. If healthy margarine is not available, then use cooking 
oil. Corn oil is better, olive oil is even better. 

For healthy life in old age 

Question: Kindly, enlighten us with Madani pearls so that [the use of] margarine, butter 
and oil are not injurious to our health? 
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Answer: It takes longer to digest oil, margarine and their likes. Excessive use of them 
engenders obesity and diseases. If the one decreasing the use of margarine, oil, superfine 
flour and sugar from his youth is predestined to reach old age, he will enjoy a healthy life 
in his old age, I humbly urge you to reduce the intake of oil, salt and spices 

in your foods by half. You will experience its benefits. However, patients should follow 
the recommendations of their doctors. 

Cooking without oil 

Question: Is it possible to cook food without oil? 

Answer: Of course, it is. Some foods can be cooked without oil like plain rice, lentils and 
curd curry. It is not needed to add oil to the Paya 1 of a cow or a healthy sheep, because 
the fat on the bones melts and functions as oil. In fact, all types of food can be cooked 
without oil. Grind coriander leaves, mint and green chillies etc. in large quantity. You can 
also blend vegetables with it. Now cook the gravy with this paste, adding water, yogurt, 
green chillies and other spices like cloves, green, cardamom, cinnamon etc. according to 
your taste. You will get used to it after cooking it a few times, 

How to ensure proper working of sewer 

Question: Kindly guide us on how to keep the kitchen clean? 

Answer: It is imperative that you keep the kitchen clean. Clean stains from the walls and 
floor of the kitchen. Particles of food remain lying here and there in the kitchen and 
eventually rot, which then leads to germs and bacteria. It is, therefore, necessary to use 
germ killing detergents to clean the kitchen. Do not let food, spices, bones and oil go 
into the drain, otherwise the drainage pipes may clog. Clean the oil and spices clung to 
the pots and pans before you wash them. This will save the drainage from being clogged. 

Grit and weevils 

Question: Grit (i.e. small pieces of stone) and weevils sometimes get cooked with rice. If 
someone eats them unknowingly, what will be the ruling for him? 

1 A sub-continental dish like a spicy soup made from the bones of cow or sheep etc. [Translator’s Note] 
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Answer: Separate sand, grit and weevils from the rice and lentils etc. before cooking. 
Remember that it is Haram to eat sand to the extent that it causes harm. Similarly, it is 
also Haram and a sin to deliberately eat even a single weevil. If weevils have got cooked 
with the meal; take them out after the cooking and eat the meal. If one is lazy and 
deliberately leaves grit etc. in the food causing inconvenience for the eaters then the 
cook, who was responsible for taking those grit and weevils out, will be a sinner. 

Don’t add whole kidney to food 

Question: What is the Islamic ruling regarding the blood that comes out of the animal 
being slaughtered? Is it permissible to cook whole kidneys in the food, when preparing it? 

Answer: One should take great care when cooking meat. The blood that comes out, when 
the animal is slaughtered, is impure and is Haram to be consumed. Therefore, wash the 
meat thoroughly so that the blood is drained off. Do not put whole kidneys into the 
food; cut them open, wash them and then cook them. 

Question: Is it permissible to eat the spleen and the kidney? 

Answer: It is permissible but the Holy Prophet JUsidbssfcJbSaiiiJ* did not like to consume 
these organs. Here are two Ahadls: 

1. The Holy Prophet J* disliked consuming the kidney as it is closer to 

(the organ of) urine. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 7,pp. 41, Hadis 18212) 

2. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs*j* hated consuming the spleen, but 
did not declare it Haram. (fthqf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 8, pp. 243) 

Question: So, should we refrain from consuming the kidney and the spleen? 

Answer: The true love and devotion would indeed expect you not to eat them, but do 
not criticise those who consume them as it is Halal to do so. It is narrated on the 
authority of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar au. jus *iii that the Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul JUs-abssisJtsSiii! J* has stated, ‘Two dead animals and two bloods have been made 
Halal for us. The two dead are fish and locusts and the two bloods are the spleen and the 
liver.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 2,pp. 415, Hadis 5727) 
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Question: So are all types of fish Halal? 

Answer: If a fish has died naturally without being hunted and floats upside down, it is 
Haram. However, if one kills a fish and then it begins to float upside down it is not Haram. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 9,pp. 445) 


Airborne fish 

Let me tell you an interesting parable about a fish. You will learn amazing 

facts from it. Hence, the caliph Harun-ur-Rashld once let his falcon loose into the air for 
hunting. The falcon disappeared. After a while, it returned with a fish in between its claws. 
Astonished, the caliph asked a great scholar of that time Sayyiduna Muqatil 
(about its edibility). The great Shaykh -sfc jus replied, ‘Your ancestor Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah Bin ‘Abbas U£L£. jus &i>i & has stated, ‘Many different creatures live in the air 
some of which are white coloured. They give birth to fish like creatures that have arms 
but no wings.’ Sayyiduna Muqatil then gave permission to consume that fish. 

(Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. l,pp. 157) 


Eat little quantity of fish 

Imam Bahauddln Ibrahim ZarnujI has stated, ‘There is a saying of Hakim 

Jalinus that there are many benefits in pomegranate and a lot of disadvantages in fish, 
but eating a little fish is better than eating several pomegranates.’ ( Ta’lTm-ul-Muta’allim, pp. 42) 


Who was Jalinus? 

Question: Who was Jalinus? 

Answer: His real name was ‘Claudius Galen.’ He lived even before the arrival of the Noble 
Prophet He was born in the year 131 and died in 201. He was the greatest 

physician in ancient Greece and surpassed all the physicians of his time, in knowledge. 
Physicians from Greece were famous throughout the world for their expertise in medical 
science. He was such a great physician that even today after 1800 years, he is still well 
known. 
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22 Parts of slaughtered animal forbidden to be consumed 

Question: Which parts of the Zabihah [slaughtered animal] should not be eaten? 

Answer: In reply to a similar question, Ala Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
has stated, ‘All the parts of a Halal animal are Halal except a few ones which are either 
Haram or prohibited or Makruh. [They include] (1) veins blood (2) gall bladder 
(3) bladder (4-5) genitals of male and female [animals] (6) testicles (7) glands (8) spinal 
cord (9) tendons that stretch from the neck to the shoulders (10) liver-blood (11) spleen- 
blood (12) meat-blood emanating from meat after the slaughter (13) heart-blood 
(14) bile or gall (i.e. a yellowish fluid in gall bladder) (15) nasal fluid mostly found in 
sheep (16) anus (17) guts (18) intestines (19) sperm (20) the sperm that has turned into 
blood (21) the sperm that has turned into a piece of flesh and (22) the one that has 
turned into a complete animal and was born dead or born alive but died without being 
slaughtered. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 20, pp. 240, 241) 

Experienced butchers usually remove some of the parts of the animal that are forbidden 
to be consumed but even they are unaware of some other forbidden parts or they do not 
pay heed. Therefore, I am going to mention some of the forbidden parts of the animal 
that are usually cooked with food because of lack of knowledge. 

Blood 

The blood that oozes out at the time of Zabh [slaughtering] is called ‘Dam Masfuh.’ This 
blood is impure and is Haram to be consumed. Though the blood that remains after 
slaughtering in some organs like the cut area of the neck, the inside of heart, spleen, 
liver, small veins in the meat, is not impure, it is still forbidden to consume it. Therefore, 
one should thoroughly clean these organs before adding them to the food. 

There are some very small blood-veins in the meat. It is extremely difficult to identify 
them. These small veins turn black when cooked. These veins usually appear in brains and 
in meat from the chicken leg and wing etc. If you see these black strands while eating, 
remove them. Do not cook the whole heart of a chicken. Cut it open first vertically in 
four pieces and clean the inside blood. 
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Spinal cord 

Spinal cord is a white thread like strand which extends from the base of the brain 
through the length of the backbone [spine]. Experienced butchers take out the spinal 
cord. However, some spinal cord often remains due to their laziness and is cooked with 
the food. Therefore, separate the spinal cord from neck, ribs and back when washing the 
meat before cooking. The spinal cord is also found in the neck and backbone of chicken 
and other birds. As it is extremely difficult to remove it before cooking, remove it before 
you eat. 

Tendons 

Tendons are two bands of yellow fibrous tissue, on both sides of the neck, which serve to 
connect the shoulder muscles to the neck. It is forbidden to consume these tendons. You 
can easily spot these tendons in cows and goats but it is difficult to find them in small 
birds like the chicken. Remove them when you are eating. If you cannot identify them, 
take help from some experienced person. 

Lymph glands 

Around the neck, throat and also in fat etc., you can find these reddish lymph glands 
[also called lymph nodes] which in Arabic are called ‘Ghaddah.’ Do not eat them. Remove 
them before cooking and if you spot them in cooked meat remove them then. 

Testicles 

Testicles are called ‘Khusyah’, ‘Fautah’ or ‘Baydah.’ It is Makruh Tahrimi to consume 
them. The testicles of male animals like bull and goat etc. are easily visible. In rooster 
they are located behind the intestine and are small egg-like structures, remove them 
[while cleaning the meat]. 

Tragically, ‘Kata-Kat’ is a commonly sold food in some of the restaurants of the 
subcontinent. Besides the liver and heart, it also contains goat and bull testicles. This is 
prepared on a large iron griddle pan, and is called ‘Kata-Kat’ perhaps because it is 
prepared right before the customer using some utensils that make a sound of ‘Kat’, ‘Kat’ 
when it hits against the iron griddle pan. 
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Guts 

Guts contain body waste of the animal. It is Makruh Tahrimi to consume the guts of the 
animal. Tragically several Muslims eat it. 

How to identify forbidden things? 

Question: How can one learn more details about forbidden things that you have just 
identified? 

Answer: In order to learn details of forbidden parts of the slaughtered animal, all chefs 
and Islamic brothers should read from page 234 to 241 of the 20 th volume of ‘Fatawa 
Razawiyyah.’ Consult an Islamic scholar, if you do not understand any part of it. Then 
ask a butcher to identify those organs. Theoretical knowledge is very important, but 
observation and experience is even better. 

How is it to eat bread made by one not offering Salah? 

Question: Some people do not eat breads baked by the one who does not offer Salah. 
Our chefs are sometimes lazy in offering their Salah, please advise them? 

Answer: It is permissible to eat the bread made by the one who does not offer Salah. 
However, if the righteous and the pious do not eat the breads made by the one not offering 
Salah as an act of censure, with the intention of reforming him, there is no harm in it. 
The chefs present here work in Islamic Madaris and Jami’at. Many of these institutions 
are adjacent to Masajid. These chefs should offer not only Fard but also Nafl Salah like 
Awwabln 1 , Tahajjud, Ishraq and Chasht 2 . You are allowed (in our Madaris) to offer these 
Nawafils when on duty. 

Remember! Neither the cook nor the bread-baker nor their helper is allowed to miss 
their Fard Salah. As soon as you hear the Salat-‘Alan-Nabi recited before the Azan, turn 
all the stoves off. Prepare to go towards the Masjid to offer Salah with Jama’at and 

1 Awwabln is Nafl Salah offered after the Maghrib Salah. It usually contains six Rak’at. 

2 Ishraq and Chasht are both Nafl Salah which may be offered any time from about twenty minutes after the 
sunrise till before Zaval time. Chasht is also known as Salat-ud-Duha. [Translator’s Notes] 
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Takbir-e-Aula, in the first Saf [row]. I urge the well wisher 1 Islamic brothers to ask the 
chefs to come to the Masjid for Salah, as they make their rounds to call the students of 
the Madrasah to come to the Masjid for Salah. 

Serving students is a privilege 

Question: Are the chefs not fortunate that they have a privilege to serve seekers of 
Islamic knowledge? 

Answer: Indeed, they are fortunate. My dear chefs! Undoubtedly, you are very fortunate 
that memorizers of the Quran and seekers of Islamic knowledge, who are showered with 
blessings, eat the food prepared by you. These students [of Islamic sciences] have indeed 
a high status. When Sayyiduna Abu Darda saw an Islamic student, he would say 

to him: ‘Marhaba [welcome], the Holy Prophet has particularly made a will 

regarding you (to be kind and courteous with you).’ (Sunan Darimi, vol. 1, pp. Ill, Hadis 348) 

Students, especially the young ones, are indeed very fortunate that they are spending the 
precious moments of their life learning Islamic knowledge rather than playing games. 
They have devoted their young age to the acquisition of Islamic knowledge. 

Du’a of forgiveness for sake of Islamic students 

Question: What are your feelings about the students of Jami’a-tul-Madinah? 

Answer: I have a deep affection for the students of Dawat-e-Islami’s Jami’at and Madaris. 
I also make Du’a for my forgiveness by their sake. Although some of them are mischievous, 
after all they are children! No matter how mischievous the children are, they are dearer 
to their parents. The mischief of a few students does not imply at all that all the students 
are ill-mannered. 

Our students offer Nafl Salah in addition to Fard Salah. 3^ Many 

students offer Salat-ut-Taubah, Tahajjud, Ishraq and Chasht. Thousands of students also 
hand in their Madam In’amat booklets and a large number of them travel with Madam 

1 In the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami the brothers assigned to usher and call the students for Salah 
and persuade people to sit near the preacher during Dars and speech are called ‘Khayr Khuwah’ [well wishers]. 
[Translator’s Note] 
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Qafilahs. There are also numerous students who have responsibilities of righteous Madani 
work of Dawat-e-Islami in nearby localities of these Jami’at and Madaris. 

They are making their religious services in many Masajid. ly> s ^\\ (Yd Allah 
increase this and increase this and then increase this more). 

How to make complaint 

Question: The chef Islamic brothers do not pay any heed to the students’ complaints! 

Answer: Look! Chefs also have self-respect; if they are repeatedly criticized by everyone, 
they may be offended. It is also apparent that one or two chefs cannot satisfy all the 
students of the Jami’ah. 

Dear students! Remember that the one who repeatedly complains loses his own respect 
and his complain becomes ineffective either. Therefore, complaints must be made but 
just once and in a courteous and comprehensive manner. Written complaints prove to be 
more effective compared to the oral ones in these matters. Since many students are still 
immature they sometimes deteriorate the situation because of their improper manner of 
making complaints. Therefore, it is advised that no student should make the complaint 
directly to the chefs. Anyone who has a complaint should write to the responsible brother 
of the Jami’a-tul-Madlnah or Madrasa-tul-Madinah’s kitchen. (The chefs were very pleased 
with this answer of Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 


Who is responsible for burnt food? 

Question: Are the chefs excused if they burn the food? 

Answer: No, the chef is being paid for cooking and is responsible to ensure that the food 
is not burnt. The scholars of Islamic jurisprudence have stated that if the chef 

spoils the food or burns it or leaves it uncooked, he will have to pay the penalty [from 
his own pocket for the loss]. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 9, pp. 22) 

There is a matter of concern here for the responsible brothers. If the chef did not pay the 
penalty they cannot turn a blind eye to the waste of public endowments in this matter. If 
it were your own money, then perhaps you would get every penny back, to make up for 
the losses. In any case, the penalty for any loss of the endowed money because of the 
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spoiling of the food must be paid. One cannot be relieved of any penalties of the past just 
by saying ‘From now on, I will be mindful of this.’ It is necessary to calculate all previous 
loss and make up for it. 

Oven bread and baking soda 

Question: Sometimes, there is excessive baking soda in breads, is this not harmful? 

Answer: It is important to do everything in moderation. The bread will not be tasty if 
there is too much baking soda in it. Excess of baking soda hurts the body in addition to 
spoiling the taste. 

Question: What is the method of boiling chickpeas? 

Answer: If you want to boil chickpeas, it is better to soak them in water for about eight 
hours [before boiling them]. You could also use some baking soda [while boiling] to 
soften them and cook them faster. 

How to tenderize hard meat 

Question: What is the proper way of tenderizing an old animal meat? 

Answer: An old animal meat or hard meat gets tender quickly if unripe papaya is mixed 
with it whilst being cooked. Unripe papaya fruit is also used with spices in barbecue. 
Those who enjoy Niharl [an Indo-Pak dish] at hotels are usually served with meat from 
old camels or cows or buffaloes that no longer give milk or cannot be used in farms. This 
is the magic of the papaya fruit that the hard meat becomes soft and edible. Sugar, 
peppermints and betel-nuts are also used for tenderizing meat. Letting it cook on the 
stove also softens the meat. When you cook stew or rice pilaf, put in small pieces of 
chicken or meat so that it gets fully tender. If the meat is put in larger pots or pans, it 
gets tender when the required amount of heat is given. 

My Madam suggestion is that one should put some squash for blessings in the stews [as 
squash was dearly liked by the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j*]. Another 

benefit of putting vegetables in the meat is that they remove the negative effects of the meat. 
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Meat that does not get tender 

Question: What to do with the meat that does not tenderize in any way? 

Answer: There is no solution to it. A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has 

stated, ‘The meat of the animal which has both male and female genitals, urinates from 
both places, and has no sign that conclusively makes it a male or a female, does not get 
tender in any way. If slaughtered according to Shari’ah, it would be Halal. If anyone wants 
to eat its meat he will have to eat it untenderized as it does not get tender. Its sacrifice 
[Qurbanl] is not permissible.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 20, pp. 255) 

Signs of good meat 

Question: What are the signs of good meat? 

Answer: Meat of an old animal is red, whereas that of a younger one is brownish and 
usually has less fat. Brownish meat is better. It may be better to buy the last of the meat to 
be cooked at one’s home because the meat sellers first try to palm the purchasers off with 
fatty and bony meat and the meat remaining in the end may have more flesh 1 ! As for 
vegetables and fruits, the fresh ones sell quickly and the rotten and old ones are left. Seeing 
this, the saying is true: ‘Buy fruits and vegetables in the beginning and meat in the end.’ 

Animals abuse 

Question: Did any SahabI [companion of the Prophet] sell meat? 

Answer: Yes, Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bin ‘As and Sayyiduna Zubayr Mst would sell meat. 
May all meat sellers follow in the footsteps of these Prophet’s companions 

These days, many sins are committed in this business. The animals raised for getting meat 
are cruelly treated right from the beginning. No pity is taken on the miserable animal that 
cannot express its suffering. Without doubt, it is permissible to slaughter the animal, but 
these days, the animal is oppressed to such an extent during this permissible act that one 
feels frightened when sees the helplessness of the oppressed animal. 


1 It is common in the subcontinent, where meat is not processed unlike the west. [Translator’s Note] 
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Question: Advise us of the things to be mindful of during the slaughtering of animals so 
that they feel the least amount of pain. 

Answer: Find the direction of the Qiblah before making the cow fall on the ground as, 
having made it lie down, it is very painful to turn it to the direction of Qiblah by dragging 
it, especially on the rocky earth. All four veins or at least three of them should be cut 
during the slaughter. Not more than this should be cut. Some people cut more than four 
veins such that the knife touches the neck joint, causing unnecessary suffering to the 
animal. After this, do not cut the legs or take off the skin until the animal has completely 
stopped trembling. Until the soul has left the body, do not put the knife or even the hand 
on the slit throat. 

Just imagine, how painful would it be if someone put their fingers or hands on your 
wound! In order to make the cow dead early, some butchers take its neck-skin off, stab 
into its chest and cut the veins of the heart. Similarly, some butchers break the neck of 
the goat right after slaughtering it. Animals that cannot express their sufferings should 
not be abused in these ways. Whoever has the power must prevent those causing pain to 
animals without any lawful reason. 

It is stated on page 259 of Bahar-e-Shan at (volume 16), ‘Abusing animals is worse than 
abusing Zimml unbelievers 1 , and abusing Zimml unbelievers is worse than even abusing 
Muslims because animals have no one to help them except for Allah JUAa Who will save 
these poor animals from this abuse!’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, vol. 16, pp. 259) 

Question: How is it to enjoy watching the animals being slaughtered? 

Answer: One should have pity on these animals that cannot express their suffering rather 
than making their slaughtering a spectacle. Just imagine, if you were being slaughtered 
in place of the animal, what would your condition be! To have pity on the animal while 
it is being slaughtered is a virtuous deed as a Prophet’s companion au-jusiiiio*? once told 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet ti J*>, ‘Ya Rasulallah Jua^bssfejtsSiiiiJ*. I have 

mercy on the goat while slaughtering it.’ He said, ‘If you have mercy on it, 

Allah JisA will have mercy on you.’ ( Al-Mustadrak, vol. 5, pp. 327, Hadis 7636) 


At this time all unbelievers are Harbl. 
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This Hadis describes an instance of having mercy on the animal being slaughtered 
lawfully. If an animal is abused, then how gruesome it would be to make a spectacle out 
of its abuse! If possible, one should explain to the abuser of his wrongdoings and prevent 
him from doing so. If one cannot do this, then one should feel resentment in his heart 
and go away from that place. One should not look needlessly when the animals is being 
slaughtered. Enjoying the wailing and writhing of the animal being slaughtered, smiling, 
laughing and making this a spectacle are all signs of heedlessness. We should treat the 
goat with respect, as it is stated in a Hadis, ‘Treat the goat with respect and clean dust 
from it as it is an animal of Paradise.’ (Al-JamV-us-Saghir, vol. 1, pp. 88, Hadis 1421) 

How is it to slaughter camel from three places? 

Question: Nowadays, the camel is slaughtered from three places. To what extent is this 
correct? 

Answer: It is wrongful to slaughter the camel from three places. To slaughter it from just 
one place is enough. It is a Sunnah to slaughter a camel by Nahr which implies stabbing 
a spear or a knife into the lowest part of the camel’s throat, cutting its veins. ( Bahar-e-Shan’at, 
part 15, pp. 115 ) After Nahr there is no need to run the knife on the neck of the camel. 

Camel was hit with an iron rod! 

May all of us be blessed with the privilege of repeatedly performing Hajj, visiting Madlnah 
and performing ritual sacrifice in Mina 1 ! Alas! Such sad incidents were seen during the 
Hajj pilgrimage of 1422 A.H. that a kind-hearted person would faint at the sight of it. 
How the innocent camels were being treated! A tall Negro with a heavy iron rod in his 
hands would swiftly strike the camel with his rod. The innocent camel, caught by surprise, 
would collapse on the floor, screaming. Then some butchers would come and slaughter 
it in three places. In some places, they would slaughter a standing camel by Nahr and 
streams of blood would gush forth. The camel would try to run but be hit with heavy 
iron rods, because of which it would collapse on the floor, in severe pain. Then it would 
be slaughtered in three places. 


1 It is Sunnah to perform the sacrifice of Hajj in Mina but nowadays the designated slaughter areas are 
in Muzdalifah. 


located 
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I have not seen these gruesome incidents in person, the Islamic brothers who had gone 
to do the QurbanI (sacrifice) for the members of our ‘Chal Madlnah’ Hajj Qafilah in 
1422 A.H. told it to us as they returned from the slaughter house. 

Cautions for meat sellers 

Question: Please describe some Madam pearls for meat sellers. 

Answer: Many meat sellers do various wrongdoings, increasing their sins and polluting 
their earnings. In brief, to sell the stale meat stored in the freezer as fresh meat; to sell the 
meat of an old cow or bull declaring it a young cow’s meat; to stick small udders of a 
young cow to the old cow’s thigh to give the impression that all the meat is from a young 
cow; to sell bones and things not eaten as a part of the meat to increase its weight 
deceivingly; to sell meat weighing it by approximation without using the weighing machine 
(for example, someone asked for a pound of minced meat and the seller just grabbed a 
fistful and sold it as one pound without weighing). These are all sinful and Haram acts 
that could lead to Hell. 

Prohibition of selling by weighing with approximation 
Question: You have just mentioned the prohibition of weighing the minced meat by 
approximation. This is a matter of grave difficulty for sellers and buyers as it is a common 
practice to sell things by weighing them with approximation. Is the buyer also a sinner? 

Answer: Yes. If the buyer asks for a thing to be sold to him by proper weighing but then 
purchases it by weighing it with approximation, he is also a sinner. One of the ways of 
avoiding this sin is to ask for things mentioning their price rather than mentioning their 
weight. For instance, the buyer may say to the seller: Give it to me for 5 rupees or 12 
rupees. In this way, whatever he gives will be permissible to take and both the seller and 
buyer will be saved from sin. Some sellers say that they will sell the thing by weighing it 
properly but tend to sell it by weighing with approximation; the buyer should adopt the 
above technique on such occasions. 

Beef samosay sold in marketplace 

Question: Can unwashed mince be eaten? 
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Answer: Unless one is aware that the unwashed mince is impure, there is no harm in 
eating it, but it’s still better and safer to wash it. Those who eat kebabs and samosas from 
marketplace and in get-togethers should take note. Most of the people that sell kebabs 
and samosas often do not wash the mince they use. According to them, the taste of the 
kebabs and samosas reduces if the mince is washed. 

Further, listen to what is, sometimes, put into mince purchased from markets. Some 
remove the skin from the guts of a cow and mix either spleen or, sometimes, Allah J«3£ 
forbid, congealed blood with guts that is minced so that the white flesh of the guts 
becomes pink in colour, resembling meat. At times, the sellers have garlic, ginger etc. 
grinded with the mince which can no longer be washed. Spices are mixed and the same 
mince is used in kebabs and samosas which are then sold. There is a risk of the same type 
of unclean mince in hotels and restaurants as well. Therefore, don’t buy even pakoras 
from these people that sell these impure kebabs and samosas as the pakoras are also fried 
in the same fryer in which the unclean mince is put. However, Allah Js-sS*- forbid, I do 
not say that all kebab, samosa and meat-sellers do such acts, nor am I saying that each 
and every kebab and samosa seller uses unclean mince. Definitely, mince of pure and 
clean meat is also available. My request is that mince, kebabs or samosas should be bought 
from a trustworthy Muslim, and the Muslims who do such fraudulent acts should repent 
and seek forgiveness. 

Dead chickens 

These days, many deceptive practices are prevalent [in society]. It is said that whenever 
there is an outbreak of an epidemic among the chickens, the wicked minded people 
deceitfully supply the dead chickens to restaurants and kebab and samosa sellers. 

Slaughtering a goat close to its death 

Question: If a goat is close to its death, can it be slaughtered? 

Answer: Yes, but there are certain things one has to be mindful of. If a sick goat was 
slaughtered and it only moved its mouth, i.e. it opened its mouth then it is Haram but if 
it closed the mouth then it is Halal; if it opened the eyes it is Haram, if it closed the eyes 
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then it is Halal; if it spread its legs then it is Haram and if it folded the legs then it is 
Halal; if its hair did not raise it is Haram and if the hair raised then it is Halal. 

In other words, if one is not sure of the animal being alive then one should rely on these 
signs and if one is sure of the animal being alive then one must not rely upon these signs 
and the animal will be considered Halal. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 5, pp. 286) 

Ruling for forgetting Allah’s name at time of slaughter 

Question: Is the animal Halal if a Muslim recites only *1*^11 ^ at the time of 

slaughtering the animal? And what is the ruling, if one forgets to mention the name of 
Allah completely? 

Answer: Yes, the animal is Halal. It is necessary to mention the name of Allah Js-sS^ at the 
time of slaughtering the animal, but it is better to recite alsl <Lsl pJb . If one mentions 
the name of Allah J«5£- in any other language apart from Arabic, the slaughtered animal 
will Still be Halal. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 5, pp. 286) 

If one forgets to mention the name of Allah whilst slaughtering the animal, the 
animal would still Halal to be consumed. However, if one deliberately did not mention 
it, then the animal would be Haram. (For further information on this topic, read c Bahar-e- 
Shari’at’ volume 15). 

Can we eat bones or not? 

Question: Can the bones of the slaughtered animal be eaten? 

Answer: Yes. A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated: ‘The bones of a 

Halal animal that has been slaughtered are not prohibited in any way, unless there is 
harm in consuming them.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 20, pp. 340) 

The white bones which are elastic like plastic are often soft and tasty. Similarly, rib bones 
and the white pair of bones near the flat bones of the hands are also soft. The windpipe 
which is above the lungs should be cut vertically and cleaned. The bone of the breast area, 
which is white, can also be eaten after being cooked. With it is also a black bone which is 
crispy and tasty as well. 
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Nearly all the young animals’ black bone is crispy. Chew it well and spit out the dry chewed 
leftovers. The bones which cannot be eaten and chewed can be sucked from their broken 
part, for taste and nutrition. So, as long as one is enjoying the taste, take benefit from the 
favours of Allah and then place it on the dining mat. 

Question: We haven’t seen any black bone in uncooked meat before! 

Answer: It is the reddish bone which turns black when cooked. In fact, when blood is 
cooked, it turns black. 

Madani pearls for using bones for cures 

Question: Tell us some benefits of bones. 

Answer: Bones are also divine favours which contain nutrition. Those who buy boneless 
meat deprive themselves and their family of a divine favour. Indeed, Allah JmS*- has not 
created anything useless. Besides being sustenance, bones also serve as medicines. Doctors 
advise some patients to drink bone soup. Many of you may have drunk it but none of you 
may have drunk only meat soup! 

Bones are very important. The liquid extracted from bones is used in injections as well. 
If the one suffering from fever every fourth day eats food mixed with the crushed horns 
of a cow, he will be cured, 3*^ The mixture of water and burnt hair of a cow 

removes toothache. (Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 219) If someone applies the burnt bones 
of a pigeon, a Halal bird, to his wound, the wound will heal by the grace of Allah JmX 
(‘Ajaib-ul-Haywanat, pp. 147) 


Benefits of chicken meat 

Question: Kindly state some benefits of chicken. 

Answer: To eat chicken strengthens memory. It is also highly beneficial to stomach-pain. 
It is better to eat the meat of domesticated chickens. These days it is hard to find a 
domesticated chicken as some vendors colour the feathers of poultry farms smaller baby- 
chickens and their eggs and sell them as domesticated ones. The sign of a domesticated 
chicken is that it is thin with a small stomach, whereas the chickens produced in poultry 
farms are fatter with much meat on them. 
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How is it to eat bones of chicken? 

Question: Is it permissible to eat the bones of chicken? 

Answer: Yes. It’s been my habit since my childhood to eat the whitish bones of chicken. 
It is generally assumed that consuming chicken bones is injurious to health. I once asked 
a qualified dietician about the harms of chicken bones. The dietician who has authored a 
book on nutrition replied that eating chicken bones causes no ill effects or damage, 
fl-a j ^ ili'j (Allah and His Noble Prophet j* 

know the best). 

Can one eat fish bones? 

Question: Can we eat fish bones? 

Answer: We can eat these bones as well. However, the bones of fish are normally hard 
and cannot be eaten easily. The bones of some of the fish are soft. For example, the bones 
of oceanic pomfret fish etc. are soft and tasty. If one cannot swallow these bones, one 
may chew them properly and then spit out the chewed leftovers. 

How is it to eat fish skin? 

Question: Can fish skin be eaten? 

Answer: Yes. People normally throw away the skin of fish before or after the cooking. 
One should not do this. If there are no problems or restrictions, one may also eat the 
skin of fish. Some fish have very tasty skin. 

How is it to eat and sell crab? 

Question: How is it to eat crab? 

Answer: It is Haram. Except for fish, all other sea animals are Haram to be consumed. It 
is also impermissible to sell crabs. Islamic scholars have stated: ‘Apart from fish, it is not 
allowed to sell any other sea animal like frog, crab, etc. and insects (such as flies, ants) 
and mice, musk-rats, lizards, chameleon, bandicoot, snakes and scorpions.’ (Fath-ul-QadTr, 
vol. 6, pp. 58) 
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What to do if stew is burnt? 

Question: What should be done if the stew is burnt? 

Answer: First take out spices and meat from the upper part of the container, and then 
fry some onions in any other container. When the onions turn brown, put the spices and 
meat into this container and then add half a cup of milk. The milk will remove the smell 
of burning, JwSs-dltet-S&i. 


How to improve our digestion? 

Question: How can we improve our digestion? 

Answer: Be careful in what you eat and drink. To eat in excess spoils one’s stomach, 
ruining one’s digestive system. It is not a Sunnah to eat without hunger. Whenever you eat, 
divide your ‘hunger’ into three parts; one for food, one for water and one for air. After 
eating, do not sleep till the next one and a half hour to two hours. Eat less meat and more 
vegetables and fruits. Walk for one hour or at least half an hour daily. Walk at least 150 
steps after eating dinner. Jbtetjb&i, The stomach-diseases that do not respond to any 
medicine will be cured. You will be safe from 80% of diseases including heart 

attack, paralysis of the face and other parts of the body, brain diseases, pain in body parts, 
throat and tongue diseases, chest and lung diseases, mouth blisters, heart burn, diabetes, 
high blood pressure, liver and gall bladder diseases etc. 


Two Madani cures for indigestion 

1. The one suffering from indigestion should recite the following Quranic verses, and 
then blow on his hands, and pass his hands on his abdomen. Likewise, he should 
recite the same verses and blow on his food before eating. J^aJbidLa&i, Indigestion 
will be cured. Allah says in the 43 rd and 44 th verses of Surah Al-Mursalat (part 29): 


(cRl {jy ^ (rci) oj-k-ou ftv g —> \ULyb \y>ju\ j 

Eat and drink with relish, the reward of your doings. Indeed We recompense the 
righteous like this. [Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Al-Mursalat, verse 43-44) 
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2. Imam Kamaluddm Damiri has narrated from a few eminent scholars, ‘If a 

person has eaten something in excess and is fearful of indigestion, he should recite 
the following three times while passing his hands over his abdomen. 




O my stomach, tonight is the night of my Eid celebration and may Allah J be well 
pleased with our master, Shaykh Abu ‘Abdullah Qarashi 


[If he recites during the day, he should say p> pdl instead of Cs-h^ lb) illiSL] 


(Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 460) 

Medicinal cure for constipation 

There are several treatments for constipation. 

1. Skip a meal or two. AikLAdi, This shall relieve the intestines and the stomach 
will get some rest as well. 

2. Eat a decent amount of papaya. 

3. Take 1 or 3 spoons of psyllium husk with water. If this does not improve the condition, 
increase the quantity of the husk. If constipation is reoccurring, repeat this twice or 
thrice a week. 

4. Add half tea spoon of finely ground green tea to water and drink it before sleeping. 
If possible, do this daily for at least four months. J«3£aiML_adi, Besides constipation, 
you will also be protected from various other illnesses. This is also beneficial to the 
improvement of memory. 


1 Shaykh Abu ‘Abdullah Qarashi Hashimi was among the eminent saints of Egypt. During the 

time of Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir JilanI ajfc he was 17 years old. He passed away on 6 Zul-Hijjah, 599 A.H. 

in Jerusalem. (Fatawa Africa, pp. 177) 
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How to prevent students from dropping food? 

Question: While eating, many students drop several grains of food. Please provide a 
remedy for this? 

Answer: This is not limited to students only. This epidemic is widespread these days. 
There would hardly be only one fortunate Muslim out of thousands who does not waste 
grains of food. Students should be careful not to waste any bit of food. The management 
of the Madrasah should be vigilant that every bit of food is eaten by the students because 
our Madaris are run by public endowments [Waqf]. 

During mealtimes, some students should serve as ‘well wishers’ by walking around 1 . 
They should tell the eating-students the Sunnahs of eating and drinking, good intentions 
of eating and the Du’as recited before and after the eating. They should politely make the 
students pick up and eat the bits and pieces of rice and bread dropped on the dining-mat. 

Proper way of breaking bread 

Question: Please tell us the [proper] way of breaking the bread? 

Answer: To break the bread with the right hand whilst holding it in the left one is a Sunnah. 
In order to avoid dropping bread crumbs on the dining-mat, one should make a habit of 
extending his hand to the middle of the plate and then breaking a piece of the bread over 
it so that all the crumbs fall in the plate. The same care should also be taken when eating 
samosas, pastries, biscuits, cookies, [cakes] and any other food items which are flaky. It 
is appropriate to finish all pieces of a slice of bread before breaking the other bread. 

How to use leftover bread 

Question: What should we do with the leftover pieces of bread? 

Answer: The charitable donations collected for Madaris can be used for Madaris only, not 
for anything else. Without permission from Sharl’ah, these leftover pieces of bread cannot 
be used for any other purpose. Store the leftover bread either in a freezer or spread them 


1 A Majlis has been set up in the Jami’at and Madaris of Dawat-e-Islami for this purpose. 
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out in an open space to dry them out. After two or three days, cook them with curry. 

A delicious meal will be prepared. Distribute its small amount at mealtime 
among each group of the eating students and they would relish it, 

Fallen food bits on dining-mat 

Question: What should we do with the bits of food etc. which fall on the dining-mat? 

Answer: Pick them up and eat them. At home, instead of wasting the leftover [or fallen] 
bits of food, feed them to the cows, goats, sparrows, chickens or cats. In this way, you 
will be able to refrain from disrespecting and wasting food. 

How to make intention for eating? 

Question: You have told us of making intentions before eating food; how should we 
make these intentions? 

Answer: A Muslim should make good and pious intentions before performing any Mubah 
act as he will be rewarded for every righteous intention, Therefore, while 

eating, one should make the intention of gaining strength to carry out worship. However, 
this intention would only be valid if you eat less than your appetite. Overeating causes 
laziness, let alone gaining strength for worship. (For further elaboration on the intentions 
of eating, see pages 117 to 120 of this book). 

Precautions of making tea 

Question: Please tell us some precautions for drinking tea. 

Answer: Tea is harmful to the patients of kidney and urine diseases. Its use should be 
curtailed. There are several prerequisites for making good tea: Milk and tea should be of 
good quality; the sugar, the tea, the cooking pot and the sieve should all be kept away from 
the aromas and smoke of the kitchen. If a pot has been used for making tea once and you 
need to make some more tea in the same pot right away, wash the pot properly before you 
reuse it. Utensils for making tea should be washed separately. The container used for 
storing tea should be tightly closed [air-tight], otherwise its original aroma will vanish. 
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Tea should be drunk shortly after being prepared. Its taste changes if reheated. The film 
which forms on the tea should be removed. It is said that if the film from 100 cups of tea 
is fed to a cat, it would die because of its poison [i.e. caffeine content]. 




Art of making tea 

Question: Please also tell us how to make tea. 

Answer: If you wish to drink milk-tea (without adding water) boil milk adequately with 
sugar in a pot. Then, add tea such that it turns saffron in colour. Let it come to a boil. 
Keep stirring with a spoon. Boil it two or three times. Now take it off the stove, sieve and 
serve. If you wish to have regular tea, then adequately boil water with milk and sugar in 
a pot. Add tea, and follow the method mentioned above. If you like, you can also add 
small cardamoms. 

Can honey be added to tea? 

Question: Can we add honey to tea? 

Answer: Sure, you can. In fact, if you can afford, you should use honey instead of sugar. 
Usually, people add a lot of sugar to their tea and enjoy drinking it. Excessive use of this 
kind of tea is extremely harmful as this could result in diabetes. Those who relish cold 
drinks and ice creams usually become patients of diabetes. One cold drink contains 
about seven teaspoons of sugar and an ice cream is like a ‘sugar bomb.’ If you cannot 
add honey to your tea, then just reduce the amount of sugar by half. 

Dental hygiene 

Question: Teeth are usually stained yellow because of drinking tea. Is there any remedy 
for it? 

Answer: A few minutes after you have drunk tea, pour some water in the cup and stir 
the water [to clean the cup from the inside]. Then take a sip. Use this sip of water to 
rinse the inside of your mouth by moving the water around and then drink it. Repeat 
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this twice or thrice, till all the water and tea are finished from the cup. In this way, not a 
single drop of tea will go to waste; the cup will be rinsed clean and the teeth will also be 
protected from yellow stains. If you do not feel like drinking the water after rinsing your 
mouth, you may spit it out. The reason why I have told you to rinse your mouth a few 
minutes after having tea is that drinking cold water right after having hot tea is harmful 
to teeth. The quantity of water to be used for cup-rinsing and drinking should be very 
little. If you are able to do this every time you eat [or drink] any thing, your teeth will 
remain clean and your gums will also be protected from diseases, 

Gum bleeding is a common problem these days. One of its causes is that food particles 
get stuck in between the teeth and harden like a piece of stone. To use Miswak or bite or 
chew anything in this condition causes gum bleeding. If the mouth is rinsed every time 
[in the manner explained above] after eating, your teeth will remain clean and you will be 
protected from gum bleeding and other gum and tooth diseases, j«j£ Overeating 

usually upsets the stomach, and causes several illnesses including gums-bleeding to some 
people. If you adopt moderation in eating, many chronic diseases and gum bleeding will 
amazingly be healed, Otherwise, the experience is that the medicines provide 

a temporary relief and then the disease keeps recurring. 

Cleaning yellow teeth 

Question: What should a person do whose teeth are already stained yellow? 

Answer: He should properly use Miswak. Mix salt and baking soda in equal weight and 
rub this mixture very carefully on the teeth so that it does not come into contact with the 
gums. AsvX-*£&, Your teeth will amazingly be clean. Do not do this for several days 
consecutively. Those whose gums are weak or bleed should not do this. 
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If you wish to stay healthy... 

Dear students! I advise you to reduce the use of spices and oil in food, and sugar in tea 
by half. &i, This would improve your health and assist you in fulfilling your 

righteous Madani ambition of gaining Islamic education. The following meal-schedule 
particularly designed for Jami’a-tul-Madlnah can also be applied in houses. 


Meal schedule for Dawat-e-Islami’s Jami’a-tul-Madinah 


Day 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

Friday 

Tea & Rusk 

Lentil-meat curry & bread 

lentil-spinach curry, bread 

& tea 

Saturday 

Chickpea curry, bread 

& tea 

White rice/Meat Pulaow 1 

Mixed vegetables (like 
squash, potatoes, turnips, 
sweet squash) & bread 

Sunday 

Chickpea curry, bread 

& tea 

Lentil-squash curry 
& bread 

Vegetable curry, bread 

& tea 

Monday 

Chickpea curry, bread 

& tea 

Lentil curry & bread 

BiryanI & tea 

Tuesday 

Tea & Rusk/bread & tea 

Mixed vegetables & bread 

Lentil-squash curry, bread 

& tea 

Wednesday 

Chickpea curry, bread 

& tea 

Curry & rice/lentil curry 

& rice 

Squash-potato curry, 
bread & tea 

Thursday 

Potato curry and bread 

Barley porridge/potato- 

Laubiya beans, bread 

& tea 






1 Indian pilaf 
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Fulfilment of desires 

For the fulfilment of permissible desires, attainment of success and subjugation of enemies, 
recite the following invocations. 

1. QJ.'iqj’M 

Recite it 874 times with Salat-‘Alan-NabI 11 times before and after the invocation. Recite it 
daily unless the desire is fulfilled. There is no specified time for it. Recite it in a folded-legs 
sitting posture facing the Qiblah in the state of Wudu. Recite the same invocation in countless 
numbers whilst sitting, standing and walking whether with or without Wudu. 

2 . 

Recite it 450 times with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 11 times before and after the invocation. Recite 
it daily unless the desire is fulfilled. There is no specific time for it. At the time of anxiety, 
recite this invocation in abundance. 




Recite the foregoing invocation 111 times after Salat-ul-‘Isha with Salat-‘Alan-NabI 11 
times before and after the invocation. The foregoing three invocations are not only tried and 
trusted but also very simple. One should not be heedless of them. Whenever you have a 
desire, recite each of the three invocations in the exact described number. Neither increase 
nor decrease the numbers deliberately because a key with increased or decreased teeth will 
not open the lock. Recite the foregoing three invocations daily in the given order unless the 
desire is fulfilled. If the desire is not so important, recite the first two invocations 100 times 
daily with Salat-‘Alan-NabI thrice before and after the invocation. 


1 Translation: Allah is my Rab, no one is His partner. 

2 Translation: Allah JU-sJs- is All-Sufficient for us, and how excellent Disposer of affairs He is. (Kanz-ul-Iman) 
(Surah Al-e-'Imran, verse 173) 

3 Translation: May the enemy be subjugated for the sake of Ghaus-e-A’zam as. JisSaiiia*?! 




399 



Letter from Attar to his Beloved Son 




I, Sag-e-Madinah, Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi greet my beloved son, a 
preacher of Dawat-e-Islami, Al-Haj, Abu Usayd Ahmad ‘Ubayd Raza ‘Attar! Madan! 

from the bottom of my heart. I present you with a delightful and fragrant Salam 
that has toured the streets of Karbala, kissed the dome and minaret of the tomb of Imam 
Husayn sstjusdsi^ and is full of the blessings of the month of Muharram. 




It is narrated in a Hadis that Sayyiduna Jarir Bin ‘Abdullah ais-Jiafibi has stated, ‘I made 
Bay’at to the Holy Prophet JUs-dbisfeJtsSi&i J* to establish Salah, pay Zakah and be a well- 
wisher of the common Muslims.’ (SahTh Muslim, pp. 48, Hadis 97) 

With the righteous intention of serving the Muslims and reaping its rewards, 
I have presented here some Madani pearls on how to stay healthy, along with my Du’a. 
If you desire a healthy life just for the enjoyment of worldly pleasures, then stop reading 
this letter. If, however, you intend to have good health so that you could carry out worship 
and preach Sunnah, then read this letter completely making good intentions for earning 
reward in the Hereafter. Recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and read on with good intentions: 
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May Allah JsAs- forgive me, you, our family and the entire Ummah! May He bless 
us with health and prosperity so that we may consistently serve Islam staying associated 
with Dawat-e-Islami! May Allah JsAs- remove all our diseases and make us a devotee of 
Madlnah! 

ol^ <yS\ 

I need you for the Madam activities of Dawat-e-Islami. Please do not be careless and 
neglectful of your health because sometimes even a minor cut can turn into a deep wound, 
causing death. It is often observed that where medicine does not work, mere precaution 
produces amazing results. If new clothes are washed even once, their original charm and 
value no longer remain. The body of the person who has been cured by medicines is also 
like a ‘washed cloth.’ Therefore, as long as possible, it is wise to take food treatments and 
dietary precautions instead of medicines. Sometimes, medicines also have their side 
effects. 

Nd Samajh blmar ko amrat bhi zahar amayz hay 
Such hay sau dawa ki alk dawa parhayz hay 

For the unwise patient, even elixir is toxin 
The truth is that abstinence is best medicine 

General advice regarding food 

While preparing any type of food, reduce the use of oil, chillies, salt and spices by half of 
the quantity usually used in your house. Reduce these things by half by weighing properly, 
not by approximation. Increase the use of vegetables. Meat stew should be eaten only 
twice a week and that too in small quantity. If meat stew is often cooked in your home, 
then make a habit to eat only one piece of meat. Do not eat until you are hungry. Properly 
chew food as intestines are not a substitute for teeth. Stop eating before your hunger has 
been fully satisfied. Give up the habit of eating till you are full. Avoid fruit juices that have 
artificial sweetness or have sugar mixed in them. Limit the use of foods which contain 
fat, superfine flour and sugar. Also refrain from ice creams, cold drinks, fried foods, 
commercially cooked dishes and fast foods. Furthermore, abstain from eating toffees, 
chocolate candies, Pan, Supari [betel nut pieces mixed with fennel seeds and flavours] and 
sweetened betel-nut pieces. Also avoid smoking and chewing tobacco. 
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If you wish to drink tea, drink only half a cup just two or three times a day. Add honey 
to tea instead of sugar. If you use sugar, cut its quantity by half. While making desserts 
and sweet dishes, use honey instead of sugar. If you cannot afford honey, then add sugar 
but only a quarter of the amount normally used. Those who have overly sweet tea, desserts 
and cold drinks are more prone to diabetes. (The patients of diabetes and blood pressure 
or other diseases should follow the advice of their doctors). 

Walk for an hour everyday. If not possible, then walk for at least half an hour. l Us$zAskX-2,&k, 
Your lipid profile and weight will remain within the normal range. Furthermore, your 
belly will not bulge, your digestive system will improve, you will be protected from several 
ailments, and the diseases you are presently suffering from, will also get cured, J 
You will find yourself more alert and active in performing righteous Madam activities 
and worship, J&Sz AlMjft&i. Though burdensome for Nafs, these [recommendations] of 
mine will prove to be very useful. Further, after you have got accustomed to them, you 
will find it easy to follow them, 

Remember! The taste of food lasts just for a few seconds on the tongue. As soon as the 
morsel has gone down the throat, one can no longer enjoy its taste whether it is dried 
barley bread or luscious spicy rice Biryanl. Barley bread will make your life easier and 
Biryanl might make you visit the doctor’s clinic repeatedly. 

(When an obese person starts to lose weight, sometimes, he might suffer from increased 
level of uric acid. However, this gets normal gradually. Still it is recommended to get the 
uric acid level checked every six weeks. To drink water in abundance also reduces uric 
acid level). 

Eat twice a day 

If possible, instead of eating thrice a day, eat only twice a day. With the intention of 
applying Madam guard 1 to the stomach, eat only when you are hungry and withdraw 
your hand from the food while you are still hungry. In between meals, do not eat any 
food from marketplace. If you feel hunger, eat an apple or some fruits. Even though fruits 
normally increase body weight, they also have tremendous benefits [for the body]. Those 

1 Madam guard of the stomach is a term used in the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. It refers to the act 
of refraining from consuming Haram food, and eating even Halal food less than one’s appetite. 

[Translator’s Note] 
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who have diabetes or high level of triglycerides should strictly refrain from sweet fruits, 
dried fruits and root vegetables (that is, the vegetables growing underground such as 
carrots, reddish, potatoes, sweet potatoes, beets etc). Follow the advice of your doctor. 
For the pleasure of Allah J«j£, make a habit of keeping the ‘fast of [Prophet] Dawud 
..tots SjUii sfe (that is, fast on alternate days). This would solve many problems 
caused by overeating. 

Get your blood tested 

Although the human body requires the following substances to a certain extent, their 
presence in excess is harmful to the body. Therefore, my advice is that all Islamic brothers 
and sisters should have the following blood tests done. 

1. Lipid Profile: (This also contains a cholesterol test and is typically performed after 12 
to 14 hours fasting). 

2. Glucose: (If this reveals increased level when performed on an empty stomach, then 
also get it tested after a meal). 

3. Uric Acid. 

4. Serum Creatinine: (This test is done for the diagnosis of kidney damage and risk of 
kidney failure, if any. It can help give timely treatment to the patient. This should not 
be ignored as these days the cases of kidney failure are on the rise). 

For the pleasure of Allah JsAs keep a fast and have these tests done after Salat-ul-‘Asr - 
or eat dinner early in the evening and then have these tests performed before breakfast, 
the next morning. Show the reports to your doctor. A healthy person should have these 
tests performed at least once every six months. Those who are ill must get done the tests, 
without delay, recommended by their physician. They can also have the above tests 
performed with the consultation of their doctor. 

It is not wise to avoid the test for fear that if the test-report reveals any disease, it would 
cause stress. Keep in mind that ignoring a disease is not its cure. This carelessness can 
result in severe problems in the future. Remember that some perfectly healthy looking 
young individuals suffer sudden heart failures, meeting their death. One of its major 
causes is the high level of their lipid profile [in blood]. 
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Those with high level of cholesterol should refrain from these things 

1. All types of fat. 

2. Things made from clarified butter and cooking oil. 

3. Egg-yolk 

4. Salted snacks 

5. Most bakery items. 

6. Beef 

7. Pizzas 

8. Bread fried in oil. 

9. Fried things such as omelette, kebabs, Samosay, Pakoray etc. [i.e. fried turnovers]. 

10. Cream 

11. Butter 

12. Ice creams etc. 

(Since increased cholesterol level directly affects the heart, consult a doctor as well). There 
is no harm in eating chicken and fish, and using little amount of corn oil in cooking. If 
the doctor allows, there is no harm in eating fatless mutton or lamb-meat. According to a 
medical research, olive oil is beneficial to the patients with increased level of cholesterol 
as it removes the bad cholesterol [LDL] from blood. If there is an increase in triglycerides 
in blood, then refrain from all sweet dishes and shrimps. 


Uric acid 

If uric acid is above normal level, it can cause damage to the kidneys and the brain besides 
giving rise to the risk of skin diseases and joint pain. Its high level can also lead to liver 
cancer, JwSs-kbisua. According to a medical research, uric acid is increased in blood by the 
intake of the foods which have high concentrations of purine. Alcohol-based medications, 
diuretic medicines (i.e. the ones causing an increase in the flow of urine) and obesity also 
increase uric acid. 




Faizan-e-Sunnat 


404 


Uric acid patients should avoid... 

One who has high level of uric acid should avoid all such food items which contain purine 
in excess. Purine is found in high concentrations in all types of meat and meat products, 
meat soup, fish, shrimps, Masur Dal [lentils], beans, green peas, spinach, cauliflower and 
cabbage etc. 


Foods with moderate amount of purine 

Milk and milk-containing products, eggs, sugar, wheat and wheat-containing foods, 
starch, sago, clarified butter, margarine, fruits and their juices, salads, most vegetables 
(besides a few), tomatoes, cold drinks etc. have all moderate amount of purine. According 
to some doctors, beef is more harmful to the patients of increased level of uric acid. For 
him, mutton is less harmful than beef, chicken is less injurious than mutton and fish 
causes less harm than chicken. 


Cure for uric acid by water 

Drink 40 glasses of water during a day and night. Do not worry even if the water you 
have drunk reaches up to the throat and the stomach is full. It will soon be discharged in 
the form of urine, JLJijt-a&l, You will see its benefit within a day. For example, if the 
normal range of uric acid is between 3 to 7 and your level is 8. Drink 40 glasses of water 
in a day and night, and it will come down to 7, AjiAJ; 6l. If you continue this 
treatment for the next one or two days, your uric acid level will decrease by one unit per 
day, Although the amount of urine will temporarily be increased because of 

drinking more water, it causes no side effect. Rather, it would clean the stomach, 
intestines, urinary bladder and the kidneys etc., removing various impurities from the 
abdomen, j«3i Though there is no harm in eating on the day this treatment is 

done, remember that drinking water immediately after eating causes obesity, increasing 
body weight. Therefore, it is advised to drink water 1 or 2 hours after eating. (Also consult 
an expert and experienced doctor). 
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Madam advice 

Please paste this letter in your diary. Read out this letter to your family members and 
Islamic brothers. Suggest them to get the foregoing tests done. If needed, gift copies of 
this letter to others and earn reward. All the Islamic brothers and sisters are advised to 
read Faizan-e-Sunnat’s chapter entitled ‘Excellence of Hunger from page 453 to 480. Even 
if you have already read it, read it again with good intentions. 


Seeker of passion for Madlnah, Baqi’, forgiveness and neighbourhood of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet in Paradise without facing accountability. 


Muhammad Ilyas Qadiri 
22 Muharram-ul-Haram 1427 A.H. 
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Sayyiduna Abul Hafs-ul-Kabir J&\ 4ji ^ has stated, ‘One who backbites a scholar 
(will come) on the Judgement Day (in such a state that) it will be written on his face; 
this person is despairing of the mercy of Allah j«P.’ ( Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, fl Bayan Al- 
GhTbah, pp. 71) 

Sayyiduna Abu Zar Ghifari xzj&'M has narrated, ‘A scholar is a sign and evidence 
of Allah Js-sSa on the earth; whoever criticizes a scholar will be ruined.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, 
vol. 10, pp. 77) 

Ala Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘To find fault with an Islamic 

scholar and object to him is Haram. If, because of this, a person stays away from an 
Islamic scholar and gives up the acquisition of the knowledge of rulings from him, it is 
fatal for him.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 711) 

Fearful should be the unwise people who utter such insulting sentences about Islamic 
scholars as: ‘Be careful from him, brother! He is an ‘Allamah Sahib [scholar]!’, ‘Scholars 
are greedy’, ‘They are jealous of us’, ‘Because of us, no one cares about them’, ‘Leave him! 
He’s only a Mawlvi’, (J«^ Aji sti* some people scornfully refer to scholars as), ‘These 
Mulla people!’, ‘The scholars have made no endeavours for the cause of the Alil-e-Sunnat’, 
(sometimes, dislike for the speech style is expressed like this), ‘So and so delivers speech 
like a Mawlvi’ etc. 

Describing the different cases of the disrespect for an Islamic scholar with Shar’i verdicts 
for each, A’la Hadrat has stated, ‘If someone speaks ill of an (Islamic) scholar 

for the reason that he is a scholar, then this is sheer Kufr [unbelief]. If he considers it Fard 
to treat the scholar with respect because of his religious knowledge but speaks ill of him 
or swears at him or looks down on him due to some worldly enmity, then he is a severe 
Fasiq and Fajir [transgressor]. If he bears malice (towards the Islamic scholar) without 
any reason, then he is spiritually ill with a filthy inner self, and is likely to commit Kufr 
[unbelief]. 
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Haji Mushtaq Attari 


Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi #$■ 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUMss^jtsSsfai has stated, ‘When the one who recites Salat upon me 100 times on Friday 
comes on the Judgement Day, he will be accompanied by such Nur that will be sufficient 
for all the creation, if distributed.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 8,pp. 49, Hadis 11341) 

jSj£ ijp (JUo all! (Jp l^lvs 


An excellent Na’at-reciter, a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami, Al-Haj Abu ‘Ubayd Qari 
Muhammad Mushtaq Ahmad ‘Attari son of Maulana Akhlaq Ahmad, was 

born on Sunday, Ramadan 18,1386 A.H. (January 1,1967), in Bannu (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Pakistan). Before he settled in Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi, he had lived in Sardarabad 
(Faisalabad, Pakistan). He served for many years as the Imam of Madinah Masjid, Orangi 
town, Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi. Since 1995 until his demise, he also served as the Imam 
and orator of Jami’ Masjid Kanz-ul-Iman (Babri Chowk, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi). He 
was a Hafiz of the 8 parts of the Holy Quran and was an excellent Qari. 

He had completed four years of Dars-e-Nizami but his religious knowledge was no less 
than a qualified and erudite Islamic scholar. He worked for many years as a senior auditor 
in the government accounts department. He taught English language in Jami’a-tul- 
Madinah (Sabz Market, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi). JUsv- ^*Ji, He was privileged to 
perform Hajj and visit the Holy city of Madlnah four times. 
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Agarchay dawlat-e-dunya mayri sab chin li jaye 
Mayray dil say na hargiz Yd Nabi j* tayrl wild niklay 


No matter all of my worldly wealth is taken away 
But Prophet’s devotion, from my heart, should never go away 


Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari isjidt 4 * joins Madani environment 

««ij Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari was a religious-minded person even before joining 
Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani environment. He had a beard and was a Na’at reciter with a 
very pleasant voice. He himself narrated to me 1 as to how he joined Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Madani environment. He reported, ‘When I attended Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah-Inspiring 
weekly Ijtima’ for the first time at its first Madani Markaz, Gulzar-e-Habib Masjid, I 
began to leave at the end of the Ijtima’, like other brothers. As I was leaving, a bearded 
and turbaned Islamic brother approached me and shook hands with me warmly. I was 
impressed by the courteous and polite manner in which he had greeted me. Making 
individual effort, he managed to make me meet you (Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat). Inspired, I 
joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, 




Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari cgUi 4 j-j 4 * became Nigran of Shura 

fuizJjjjisA, Allah had blessed Haji Mushtaq with a very pleasant voice. 

He would often recite Na’at in large Ijtima’at, overwhelming the devotees of Rasul. He 
was also an excellent preacher, and had a tremendous enthusiasm for Madani work. 
Allah JisSi blessed him with higher ranks and in 2000 he was appointed as the Nigran of 
Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi, with the approval of all the Nigrans of Karachi. The very same 
year, in the month of October, he was appointed as the Nigran of the Markazi Majlis-e- 
Shura of Dawat-e-Islami. 


1 [The author, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 
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Riza per Rab J«3£ ki razi hayn tumharay ham bhikari hayn 
Hamari akhirat behtar band do Yd Rasulallah JUinihskjtAiiJ* 


We are content with the divine will, and are your devotees 
Make our Hereafter better, Yd Rasulallah Jos *,iWsJtsSiii J* 


(Jp (JUu alll <Jp 


Holy Prophet embraced his devotee Mushtaq 

A few months before the demise of Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari i^UJi *i» Isa? salt, an Islamic 
brother sent me 1 a letter, mentioning the following statement under oath: ‘I had a dream 
in which I found myself in front of the golden grilles of the tomb of the Holy Prophet 
JUs-jhssis Jtssiii J*. As I peeped through one of the three holes of the golden grilles, I saw a 
faith-refreshing sight. I saw that the Holy Prophet Jtss*fai is accompanied by 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr and Sayyiduna ‘Umar Jtss *±>i &*?. Soon, Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari 
also appeared. The Holy Prophet j* embraced him and said 

something which I didn’t remember. I then woke up.’ 


Ap kay qadmaun say lag kar maut ki Ya Mustafa JUs-aW*Jibuti j* 
Arzw &a& aye gf bar baykas-o-majbur ki 


When will the desire of this helpless one to die at your feet 
Come to fruition, Yd Mustafa Jtss^sssbjtsSi&i J */ 1 plead 




Awaiting arrival of Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari cgUi 

Since Haji Mushtaq a'SJJi Aji 1a* ^ was severely ill in those days, I gave the [above- 
mentioned] faith-refreshing dream containing letter to him so that he would be heartened. 
I am positive that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most 


1 [The author, Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat*«JLs3ii4iLfj4^ii5] 
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Generous and Kind J* was very gracious to him. An Islamic brother sent me 

a letter [whose summary is as follows]: On the night between Tuesday and 

Wednesday, I dreamt that the Noble Prophet laiAiJ* was seated in Masjid-un- 

Nabawi. Around him were other Prophets Khulafa-e-Rashidln ^JIssaIii I mam 

Hasan and Husayn and countless saints The air was silent. Turning 

to Sayyiduna Abu Bakr the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* said, 

‘(O Abu Bakr!) Muhammad Mushtaq ‘Attari is about to come. I will shake hands with 
him and so should you. He will come here and recite Na’ats to us.’ Then I woke up.’ On 
Sha’ban 29,1423 A.H. (November 5, 2002), I heard that Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari 
passed away between 8:15 to 8:30 a.m. 



Lab per Na ’at-e-Nabi ka naghmah kal bhi tha aur aj bhi hay 
Mayray Nabi say mayrd rishtah kal bhi tha aur aj bhi hay 

Couplets of Na’at on my lips, were there yesterday and are today 
My relationship with my Noble Prophet was there yesterday and is today 

Dear Islamic brothers! Listening to the above faith-refreshing dream, one can form the 
positive opinion that deceased HajI Mushtaq ‘Attari pi***#?*. was an acknowledged 
Na’at reciter in the court of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet s^qtsJaisi P, which is 
why glad tidings of‘awaiting his arrival’ and ‘hearing of Na’at’ were given. 




Funeral of Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari ip 

The funeral Salah of Haji Mushtaq was offered in Nishtar park, Bab-ul- 

Madlnah Karachi. I (Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat) have attended many funeral Salahs but have 
never seen as many people as were in his funeral. Many touching sights were witnessed. 
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People who dearly loved him were crying bitterly. In the heart-breaking sighs and sobs of 
the grieved and bereaved people, Haji Mushtaq was laid to rest in Sahra-e- 

Madlnah (Bab-ul- Madinah, Toll Plaza, Karachi) where grief and sorrow filled the air. 


Shaha ‘Attar ka piyara hay yeh Mushtaq ‘Attari 
YehT muxdah isay turn bhi suna do Yd Rasulallah jL&tiU&kj isStiiJ* 


Mushtaq ‘Attari is very dear to ‘Attar 
Give him the same glad tidings, Yd Rasulallah j* 




A huge amount of Isal-e-Sawab 

An Isal-e-Sawab Ijtima was held in the global Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madinah (Bab- 
ul-Madinah Karachi) on the third day of his demise. A large number of Islamic brothers 
attended the Ijtima’. A brief list of some of the Isal-e-Sawab donated by brothers from 
different cities is as follows: 

Recitation of: 

1. Quran; 13919 times. 

2. The number of the recited various parts of the Quran, 5613. 

3. Surah Yasin; 1038 times. 

4. Surah Al-Mulk; 1140 times. 

5. Surah Ar-Rahman; 165 times. 

6. Surah Al-Muzzammil; 10 times. 

7. Ayat-ul-Kursi; 33592 times. 

8. various Surahs; 93186 times. 

9. Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, 13888087 times. 
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10. Kalimah Tayyibah, 348400 times. 

11. various Tasbihat, 357200 times. 


Ilahi JUsv- maut aye Gumbad-e-Khazra kay saye mayn 
Madinay mayn jandzah dhum say ‘Attar ka niklay 

O Almighty grant death under the shadow of the green dome 
May ‘Attar’s funeral be held in Madinah 

& jliS all! 


Some aspects of character of Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari &p\ iu.j 

In the light of his personal observation, an Islamic brother has expressed his views 

regarding the character of Al-Haj Abu ‘Ubayd Qarl Muhammad Mushtaq Ahmad ‘Attari 
His views are as follows: 

1. I lived for six years in Orangi town, Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi, where Haji Mushtaq 

Aji used to serve as a local Nigran of Dawat-e-Islami. I never saw him 

backbite or rebuke anyone. 

2. No matter how controversial or organizational issue (as regards Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Madam work) we were encountered with, he would always solve it wisely and softly. 

3. No matter how hurtful things anyone said, he would remain cool, calm and collected. 

4. He was very punctual. He would always keep his appointments. 

5. Whenever he used to be invited for recitation of Na’at in an Ijtima or for conduction 
of Nikah 1 with an offer of conveyance by the host, he would decline the offer saying 
that he would come on his own bike. 

6. If the host ever offered him money for travehing expense, he would not accept it. 


Marriage ceremony. [Translator’s Note] 
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7. My marriage was held on December 19, 1996. On my request, Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari 
came to Landhi (which is very far from Orangi town). He conducted 
my Nikah ceremony in addition to reciting the Sahra (couplets of Du’a for the bride 
and the groom). At the end, we insisted that he travel back to his house in the groom’s 
car or in a taxi which we offered to arrange, but he declined and travelled by bus. 


Hadrat-e-Mushtaq ‘Attari say ham ko piyar hay 

ijt-si&l Do jahan mayn apna bayra par hay 


We love Mushtaq Attan indeed 

We will succeed 


ijp (JUu alll Jf' Iji-i? 


Desires fulfilled at shrine of Haji Mushtaq ‘Attari ssj& 4*- 

J*3U- aL Haji Mushtaq atiSi *t)i 4**? •*£*■ rests in Sahra-e-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinah 


Karachi. Countless Islamic brothers from near and far visit his shrine, reaping blessings. 
An Islamic brother has narrated his own experience. He has stated: ‘My wife was 
expectant. According to doctors, the unborn baby was a girl. Since I already had a girl, I 
desired a baby boy this time. I came to the shrine of Haji Mushtaq and 

made Du’a over there. JiJ The medical report proved wrong and, by the grace 
of Allah JisSi, my wife gave birth to a baby boy. 


Mustafa .Jas-aWsJtsSiii J* ka hay jo bhi diwanah 
Us pay rahmat mudam hot! hay 


Whoever is a devotee of Mustafa .JLa-dkwfcJWiiiJ* 
Is blessed with perpetual mercy 
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Magic spell was cured 

An Islamic brother has reported that he was under a magic spell. He visited the shrine of 
HajI Mushtaqwith other brothers and made Dua over there. He felt as if 
something has taken hold of him, but after a while, that feeling vanished and he was 
cured, 


Sun lo har aik nayk shakhsiyyat 
Qdbil-e-ihtirdm hoti hay 


Listen! All pious people 
Are worthy of respect 


Ya Allah Ju-sA! Forgive me, HajI Muhammad Mushtaq ‘Attari all brothers 

and sisters of Dawat-e-Islami and all Muslims! 
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Excellence of Hunger 


Satan will use every trick of his trade to keep you from reading this book, but you should 
counter his every deception and make an ardent effort to go through this chapter in its 
entirety. Perhaps you will be amazed to see its blessings. 


Excellence of reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs 43 Jts ini has said, ‘Without doubt, your names along with your identity are 
presented before me, therefore, recite Salat (Durud) upon me in eloquent words.’ (Musannaf 
‘Abdur Razzaq, vol. 2, pp. 214, Hadis 3111) 




What does ‘Madam guard’ of stomach mean? 

Madani guard of the stomach is to refrain from consuming Haram food and to eat even 
Halal food less than one’s appetite. The following health related saying of Hujjat-ul-Islam, 
Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali dbftgJA is considered the most appropriate 

principle for those who wish to apply a Madani guard on their stomach. The Imam 
has said, ‘Whoever eats only when he is hungry and withdraws (his hand) from 
the food while still hungry, will never be in need of a doctor. Therefore, food should only 
be consumed when one is absolutely hungry.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 5) 
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Ya Ilahi Payi ka Qufl-e-Madinah kar ‘ata 
Azpaey Ghaus-o-Raza kar bhiik ka gawhar ‘ata 

O Almighty bless us with the Madam guard for our stomach 
For the sake of Ghaus and Raza JiiSdjiuprs grant us the gem of hunger 

Intentional hunger 

Dear Islamic brothers! Although it is permissible to eat until one is full, countless religious 
and worldly benefits lie in applying a Madam guard on the stomach. Abstaining from 
food in compulsion when it is not available is not something remarkable, but refraining 
from eating and staying hungry for the pleasure of Allah jisS^ when food is available in 
abundance, is indeed an extraordinary feat. It is stated that the Noble Rasul j* 

would intentionally remain hungry. (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 26, Hadis 5640) 

Liit lay rahmat, laga Qufl-e-Madinah payi ka 
Pdye ga Jannat, laga Qufl-e-Madinah payi ka 

Gain divine grace by applying Madani guard on the stomach 
Attain Paradise by applying Madani guard on the stomach 

j dj- JUS all! 


Neighbourhood of the Holy Prophet in Paradise 

Indeed, intentional hunger is a great Sunnah of our Beloved Prophet J* and 

words cannot express the excellence of Sunnah. The Holy Prophet jusiAi J* has 

stated, ‘He who loves my Sunnah, loves me, and he who loves me will be with me in 
Paradise.’ (Mishkat-ul-Masabih, pp. 30) 

In Surah Al-Ahqaf, verse 20, Allah J«5*- says: 






You have exhausted your good things in your worldly life and fully enjoyed them, therefore, 
today you will be given the humiliating punishment. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Surah Al-Ahqaf, verse 20) 
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Blessed hunger of the Holy Prophet 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, the spiritual successor of Ala Hadrat Imam Ahmad 
Raza Khan Sadr-ul-Afadil Shaykh Na’Imuddln Muradabadi 

has stated in his renowned exegesis of the Holy Quran, Khazdin-ul-‘Irfan : In this verse, 
Allah Js-sA has reprimanded the unbelievers for having worldly pleasures. Therefore, the 
Holy Prophet JUs*dk and his companions abstained from worldly pleasures. In 
Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, it is stated that until the apparent demise of the Holy 
Prophet Jea-ji\s J*, the blessed family never ate bread made from barley for two 

consecutive days. It is also mentioned in a Hadis that at times the whole month passed, 
but fire would not burn on the stove (for cooking food). The blessed household would 
merely survive on water and a few dates. Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq has quoted 

that the Holy Prophet AUs«abssU.jts54i)i J* has stated, ‘O people! If I had wanted, I would 
have eaten better than you and worn better clothes than you, but I want to reserve my 
pleasures and comforts for my Hereafter.’ (Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 907) 

(Jp (JUdi all! iwJL^-! <Jp 1^L^> 


Hungry for many nights 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah used to remain hungry for 

many nights in succession. His blessed household often did not have anything to eat at 
night and whenever they would get something to eat, it was mostly bread made from barley. 

(JamV TirmizI, vol. 4, pp. 160, Hadis 2367) 


Food of blessed family 

Sayyiduna Anas has stated that the Holy Prophet Jxs'fls&fcdbStiA J* pawned his 

armour for barley. He has further stated that he presented some cooked and melted fat 
with some barley bread in the respected court of the Holy Prophet J*. He 

heard the Holy Prophet JUs-dbsfeJbSaiiJ* say, ‘My entire family has never had one ‘Sa 
(about two kilos and three quarters) of food in the morning and in the evening.’ Keep in 
mind that the family of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet ji consisted of 

nine different homes. (SahTli Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 158, Hadis 2508) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! This is the remarkable condition of the Noble Rasul Js&thsgfcj laiAi j* 
who was given the keys to the treasures of both the worlds. The Prophet of mankind, the 
Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs<jdb<»k JtsSaisi j* adopted 
poverty intentionally. Otherwise, by Allah whoever gets anything, gets it as the 
Sadaqah of the Noble Prophet JUs-db-sfe Jfcfii&i J* and his spiritual light reaches everything 
in the universe. 

Spiritual insight 

It is said that a saint once picked up a piece of bread to eat. When he looked at it with his 
spiritual insight, he realized that a ray of light emerged from it. When he focused on the 
direction of the light going upwards, he saw that the light (Nur) was actually linked to a 
ray of light of the Beloved Mustafa JUs«ahssfe J*. On looking closer, he discovered 
that the Nur of the Holy Prophet reached every worldly favour (Na’mat). 

(Al-AbrTz, pp. 229) 

Two stones tied to stomach 

Sayyiduna Abu Talhah at jtss i&i has narrated that some of the companions once 
complained to the Holy Prophet JUj^kssUAUSAbiJ* about their hunger and showed him 
the stones they had tied to their stomachs. Seeing this, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JUs^5<skJisS*iiiJ* raised his blessed clothing - revealing the two stones tied to his blessed 
stomach. Sayyiduna Imam Tirmizi at Jts abi has stated that stones were tied on the 
blessed stomach due to severe hunger and weakness. (Shamail-e-Tirmizi, pp. 169, Hadis 372) 

Ap bhiikay rahay aur payt pay patthar bandhay 

Ham ghulamaun ko milay khuwan Madinay walay j* 

The Prophet remains hungry with stones tied on his abdomen 

Yet blesses the servants with delicious cuisines 
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Attainment of respect 

Sayyiduna Abu Bujayr as. jtsS shi g*? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
once felt extreme hunger. He jJas^s^ujusaiii J* took a stone, tied it to 
his blessed stomach and said, ‘Beware! There are many people who eat delicious food 
and have a lavish lifestyle in this world but, on the Day of Judgement, they will be hungry 
and naked. Beware! There are many people who strive to become honourable, yet they 
are gathering provisions of humiliation. Beware! There are many people who are seen 
humiliating themselves but this is a means of respect for them.’ (Al-Maxvahib-ul-Ladunniyyah, 
vol. 2, pp. 123) 


Affectionate sentiments 

Dear Islamic brothers! May our lives be sacrificed on the glory and greatness of the 
Merciful Prophet J*! He J* had great passion for remaining 

hungry but we, on the other hand, the so-called devotees, are deprived of this Sunnah. If 
our meal is ever delayed or it is not to our liking, then we start to argue with our family- 
members. If only we would also adopt intentional hunger and, when feeling intense 
hunger, gain the honour of tying a stone around our stomach with the intention of acting 
upon the Sunnah. I wish, if only I were not a human but a stone of the blessed street of 
the Holy Prophet Alas! If only I were the stone lying in the path where he 

jisSibi j* would pass blessing me with kissing his sacred soles. I dare not have the 
desire to be the stone tied on his blessed stomach, but at least if only I were the stone 
lying next to the sacred one picked up by him, and as he would stretch his blessed hand 
to take that sacred stone, I would have the privilege of kissing his blessed hand! 


Hunger of Prophet Musa fSLUi 

When Sayyiduna Musa Kallmullah arrived at the weh of Madyan, he 

was so weak that the green colour of the vegetable he had last consumed was visible from 
outside his blessed stomach. (Shamail-e-Rasul, pp. 121) It is also narrated that he -v3Lsji.hu. did 
not eat anything during the forty days when he vSLsji^ had the privilege of speaking to 
Allah js-sS^. (Ihya-ul-'Uliim, vol. 3, pp. 91) 
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Hunger of Prophet Dawud 

Sayyiduna Qadi ‘Iyad a*? has stated, ‘The clothing of Prophet Sayyiduna Dawud 

was made from wool and his bedding from animal hair. He -dLsJi 
used to eat barley-bread with salt.’ (Shamail-e-Rasul, pp. 121) 

Hunger of Prophet ‘Isa fSHii dz 

Sayyiduna ‘Isa never built a house for living. He viuisjU would rest 

wherever he felt sleepy. He viuiasU used to wear clothing made from animal hair and eat 
the leaves of trees. (Shamail-e-Rasul, pp. 121) 

Hunger of Prophet Yahya fSlDi £& 

Sayyiduna Yahya would consume wet grass as his food. He 

used to weep so much in the fear of Allah CPsP that the tears had left marks on his 
blessed cheeks. (Shamail-e-Rasul, pp. 121) 


Faqa-e-Anbiya kay sadaqay mayn 
Laizat-e-Nafs say bacha Yd Rab JmW 


O Allah I*-/ For the sake of Prophet’s starvation 
Save us from desire’s satisfaction 




Sayyidatuna ‘ Aishah ^ Sis' {$% would cry 

Sayyiduna Masruq has said that once he went to the house of the Noble mother 

of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah bfe.jtrftisi qa?. She ordered that food be brought for 
him. She b£.Jtss«ii && then said, ‘Whenever I eat food to my full stomach, I feel like crying.’ 
‘Why?’ He asked. She replied, ‘I remember the Holy Prophet 

who left us in such a state that he j* never ate meat or bread twice a day to 

his full Stomach.’ (JamV TirmizT, vol. 4, pp. 159, Hadis 2363) 
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‘Aishah Siddiqah tas-J&'s&i rawti thm Nabi j* hi bhuk per 

Haye! Bhartayn hayn ghiidyain ham shikam mayn ihuns kar 

‘Aishah Siddiqah cried remembering the hunger of the Prophet JUsfiWsJfc&ii J* 

But alas! We are stuffing ourselves with food and beverage 

True devotees should reflect 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah would cry if she ever ate food to 

her full stomach. Her condition showed her intense love for the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet 3si>i j*. On the contrary, we keep eating voraciously until our stomach 

is full, but our desire is not satisfied. Remember that whenever you read or hear about 
the righteous saints’ eating to a full stomach, it means that they filled only one third of 
the stomach. This is the difference between our full stomach and theirs. 

Our Islamic sisters should also learn a lesson from the devotion of Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah 
tis-jisSaliioft*. If our Islamic sisters join the Madam environment, attend their local weekly 
Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima, fill in the booklet of Madam In’amat daily, practicing Fikr-e- 
Madlnah and submit it to their responsible Islamic sister each month, then 
they will reap innumerable blessings. Listen to a faith-refreshing account of an Islamic 
sister of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Story of an Islamic sister 

An Islamic brother from Sanghar (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh, Pakistan) made the following 
statement under oath: My sister, daughter of ‘Abdul Ghaffar ‘Attari, had cancer. Her 
condition deteriorated slowly. As per the advice of doctors, we arranged for her surgery. 
Because of the operation, her condition improved a little but after about a year, she 
became severely ill once again. She was admitted to Rajputana Hospital (Hyderabad, 
Sindh Pakistan). After a week, her condition became extremely serious. Suddenly, she 
began to recite the sacred Kalimah (statement of faith) aloud and, from time to time, 
she would also say ^ dilj jPj As I dilic- f’Alhj Her reciting of 

‘.lilt ili iiil Sft dl’SP echoed in the entire room. It was a unique faith-refreshing scene. 
The visitors also began to recite the Kalimah and Salat-‘Alan-NabI with her instead of 
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asking about her condition. The doctors and staff were amazed because they had normally 
seen the patients cry in agony but this pious patient was lost in the remembrance of 
Allah instead of writhing in pain. She remained in the same condition for about 12 
hours, and when the Azan of Maghrib Salah was about to be uttered, she passed away 
reciting the sacred Kalimah. 

May Allah Js-sSs- have mercy on her and forgive us without accountability for her sake! 

£cp\ ate; <yS\ 


This Islamic sister attained tremendous blessings from the Madani environment 
of Dawat-e-Islami. By Allah ds-A*-! The one who leaves this world reciting the Kalimah is 
indeed fortunate, as the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most 
Generous and Kind J* has stated, ‘He whose last words are “ids! Sh ill 'i” will 

enter Paradise.’ (Suncm AblDawiid, vol. 3,pp. 132, Hadis 3116) 


Eating just once every two days 

The hunger of our Holy Prophet A® 4~, jus &i>i J* was intentional. The Beloved and 
Blessed Rasul JLss-dbaJfeJtsSslsi J* has stated, ‘My Creator presented me with the option of 
turning the mountains around Makka-tul-Mukarramah into gold for me but I said, 
‘O Allah I wish that I eat one day and remain hungry the next so that when I am 
hungry, I plead and remember You, and when I eat, I thank and glorify You.’ (Jam’ Tirmis, 
vol. 4, pp. 55, Hadis 2354) 


Salam un per shikam bhar kar kabhi khana na khatay thay 
Salam un per gham-e-Ummat mayn jo ansu bahatay thay 

Salutations for him who did not eat to his satisfaction 
Salutations for him who wept for his nation 

JU: aill i r 4 t te\ 
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Eating once a day 

It is a SunnaE to eat once a day. Sayyiduna Abu Said Khudri has narrated that 

when the Noble Prophet JUs«d\s.»fejtsSiiii! J* would eat in the morning, he would not eat 
in the evening and when he ate in the evening, he would not eat in the morning. 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummdl, vol. 7, pp. 39, Hadis 18173) 


How is it to eat three times a day? 

Dear Islamic brothers! It has become a routine to eat three times a day. Although this is 
not a sin, it is not a Sunnah either. This habit has developed due to the desire of eating 
and drinking. Keep in mind that the more one eats, the more accountable he will have to 
be on the Day of Judgement. To eat only once a day is the habitual Sunnah of our Beloved 
Prophet j*. By the grace of Allah JsA*-, acting upon this Sunnah, many pious 

saints routinely ate just once a day. If one does not adopt this habit, he is not 

blameworthy. However, there is a matter of concern for such devotees of Rasul who 
yearn to follow and propagate Sunnah. Regretfully, some people consume food four or 
five times a day. Such people often have stomach ailments. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah 
tss-jtas &<>■ has narrated that the first Bid’ah (innovation in religion) which took place 
after the apparent demise of the most Honourable Prophet JUs «jb j* was that 

people started eating to a full stomach. When people fill their stomachs, their Nafs 
becomes rebellious towards worldly things. (Bear in mind that here Bid’ah refers to 
Bid’ah Mubahah, i.e. permissible innovation). (Qat-ul-Qulub, vol. 2, pp. 327) 

Satanic deception: On the one hand it is described as a Sunnah to eat once a day, but on 
the other, Saharl and Iftari which consist of two meals are also considered Sunnah. What 
is the answer to this? 

Cure for satanic deception: There is no doubt that Saharl and Iftari are both Sunnah. 
The literal meaning of Iftar is ‘to break fast.’ Therefore, if one swallows only a chickpea, 
his Iftar is valid. Stuffing oneself with food at Saharl and Iftari is not a Sunnah. Instead, 
one can do Iftari and Saharl with a mere date or with a few sips of water. If a person 
consumes one meal during the day such as a curry with bread and then drinks three cups 
of tea at different times during the same day or eats a single date three times, he would 
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still be considered to have taken just a single meal that day. Similarly, if a person eats a 
few dates or drinks some water during Iftar and consumes a meal at Sahari, he would 
also be considered to have eaten only once that day. In this manner, one would be able 
to fulfil not only the Sunnah of eating once a day but also that of doing Sahari and Iftar. 
However, if a person eats many fruits and other things at Iftar, it will be considered a 
complete meal. Now, if that person eats in Sahari too, then he would be considered to 
have eaten twice that day. Nowadays, the Jama’at of Salat-ul-Maghrib is often delayed in 
Masajid during the sacred month of Ramadan. Listen to the ascetic manner in which 
Ala Hadrat, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan JiSa^sU. would perform his Sahari and Iftari. 

Eating once and fasting 

The honourable Shaykh Muhammad Husayn Sahib Mirathi has stated, ‘I once 

attended I’tikaf from the 20 th of Ramadan. When Ala Hadrat came to the 

Masjid, he said, 1 also wish to perform I’tikaf, but I cannot find time (due to my religious 
responsibilities).’ At last, on the 26 th of Ramadan, he also joined in I’tikaf.’ 

Maulana Muhammad Husayn Mirathi goes onto say, ‘Although Ala Hadrat 
would break his fast with a few dates, he was not seen eating any meal. At Sahari, a small 
bowl of Firni (a sweet dish) and that of Chatni (a sauce) would be served to him, and he 
would eat them. One day, I asked him, ‘Your honour! What is the combination 
between Firni and Chatni?’ He replied, ‘It is a Sunnah to begin and end the 

meal with salt; this is why the Chatni is served.’ (Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 41) 

J 4 . 5 Sj.dJj 1 , 2 ^! The reviver of Sunnah, Sayyidi A’la Hadrat dsfcJMj ^ used to eat a salty 
sauce before and after the sweet dish to act upon Sunnah. To eat a little salt or a salty sauce 
before and after eating food protects against seventy diseases. 


Ya Ilahi S&fe! Mujh ko bhi kar bhuk ki na ’mat ‘ata 
Az fufayl-e-SayyidT-o-MurshidT Ahmad Raza 

For the sake of my spiritual master, Imam Ahmad Raza 
Bless me with the favour of hunger, O Allah JU-sSj-/ 
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Fasting with one meal 

Sayyiduna Imam Muhiyyuddin Abu Zakariyya Yahya Sharaf-un-NawavI nzjbsifoafo, who 
compiled the famous book of Hadis entitled c Riyad-us-Salihm , would fast continuously 
and eat only once a day, after Salat-ul-‘Isha. He would perform Saharl with only water and 
slept for only a few moments at night. (Riyad-us-Salihin, pp. 12) 

Fast with enthusiasm 

Dear Islamic brothers! If there is no obstacle in carrying out religious and important 
worldly activities, and parents are not displeased as well, then one should keep as many 
Natl fasts as possible. Many of our pious saints used to do so. Due 

to fasting, every moment of the day will be spent in worship, and one will be saved from 
excessive eating. In addition, it would also become easier to apply the Madam guard on 
the stomach. To gain these benefits, one must ensure that he eats less during Saharl and 
Iftari. In order to develop enthusiasm and passion for Natl fasts, listen to or read the 
chapter (about Natl fasts) from ‘Blessings of Ramadan as acquiring the knowledge of the 
punishments of sins and that of the excellence of good deeds is very effective in refraining 
from sins and carrying out good deeds. Here is an excellence of fasting. 

Gold equal to earth 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs 4 i qus 1A1 j* has stated, ‘If a 
person keeps a Nafl fast, his reward will not be complete even if gold equal to the size 
of the earth is given to him. His (complete) reward will only be given on the Day of 
Judgement.’ (MusnadAbX Ya’la, vol. 5, pp. 253) 

ijp (JUo alll <Jp Ijlvs 


A dining cloth made of gold 

Sayyiduna Abu Darda 4ss.Jtss«i>ic^ has stated, ‘On the Day of Judgement, dining cloths 
made of gold will be spread below the Divine ‘Arsh for those who used to fast in the 
world. These dining cloths will be embroidered with pearls and diamonds. There will be 
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heavenly fruits, drinks and other types of delicious foods on them. The fasting Muslims 
will eat from these dining cloths, gaining immense pleasure, while others will be facing 
severe accountability.’ (Al-budur-us-Saflrahfil-Umiir-il-Akhirah, pp. 260) 

Condemnation of those who eat three times a day 

Once, someone asked Sayyiduna Sahl Bin ‘Abdullah Tustari about eating 

once a day. He a&iy&jp i&e replied, ‘This is the food of the SiddiqinV He jtss&i&sv was 
further asked about eating twice a day. He Jta gi>\ replied, ‘This is the food of 

the Muminin 1 2 .’ Then he was asked about those who eat three times a day. He 

replied, ‘The family of such a person should keep him with livestock (so that 
he could eat like animals the whole day).’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 142) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sayyiduna Sahl Bin ‘Abdullah Tustari ^ was one of the 
saints from the ranks of the Siddlqln. He himself would not eat anything for 

twenty days, but did not object to eating twice a day for common Muslims because working 
throughout the day with a single meal is not possible for everyone. However, he ke* 
extremely disliked the habit of eating three times a day. 


Mujh ko bhuk-o-piyas sahnay ki Khuda taufiq day 
Gum TayrT yadawn mayn rehnay ki sada taufiq day 


Bless me with the strength to bear thirst and hunger 
May I always remain engrossed in Your remembrance 




Survival on dates and water 

Sayyiduna ‘Urwah has narrated that once Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah tjs. told 


him, ‘O my nephew! We used to see one moon and then the next. In two months, we 
used to see three moons (and during all this time), fires would not burn (for cooking 
food) in the houses of the Beloved Prophet JUs<jab<»isJtss*ii! J*.’ Sayyiduna ‘Urwah 


1 The highest level and category in sainthood. 

2 The believers, the Muslims. 
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then asked, ‘O dear aunt! How did you manage in those days?’ She ijs-jusiAicsA? replied, 
‘We would survive on two dark things, dates and water. Besides this, the Holy Prophet 
JUs jias tii\ j* had some Ansar 1 neighbours who had specially allocated the milk of 
some of their she-camels or goats for the Holy Prophet Whenever they 

sent milk to the Holy Prophet J*, he would give the milk to us to drink.’ 

(SahTti Bukhari, vol. 7, pp. 232, Hadis 6459) 


Better than whole night’s worship 

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall £**?«!*• has narrated that 
Sayyiduna Abu Sulayman has stated, ‘To reduce one morsel from my dinner is 

dearer to me than spending the entire night in worship.’ He sajisssiii &o- has further stated, 
‘Hunger is one of the treasures of Allah and is given only to His chosen servants.’ 

(Ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 90) 

Du ’a hay kuch na kuch luqmay Khuda kay wasitay chorun 
Riza-e-Haq ki khatir laizat-e-dunya say munh morun 

May I leave at least some morsels for the pleasure of Allah! 

May I stay away from carnal desires for the pleasure of Allah! 

Dear Islamic brothers! If only we would be blessed with the treasure of adopting intentional 
hunger by eating less and applying a Madam guard on our stomach. for the 

saints, hunger is a treasure of divine mercy that is given only to the pious people. Those 
who acquire this treasure express gratitude as the following account shows. 

Treasure of hunger and gratification for it 

In his early life, Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham was the king of Balkh, but he 

s&i gave up kingship and adopted the life of poverty and simplicity. Once, he 
remained hungry for seven consecutive days as he did not have anything to eat. He offered 
400 Rak’at Nafl Salah each day as gratitude during those seven days. Weakened by extreme 


1 Ansar were the companions in Madinah who welcomed and helped the companions who migrated from MakkaL 
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hunger, he <»sfe pleaded in the court of the Almighty, ‘O Allah JU-sS^! If You bless 

me with a small amount of food so that I could gain the strength to worship You, I would 
be extremely grateful.’ In no time, a young man approached and invited Sayyiduna 
Ibrahim Bin Adham to his house for a meal. He a&jbs,&!&&& accompanied the 

young man to his house. When the young man looked closely at the great saint, he said 
spontaneously, ‘Your Eminence! I am your escaped slave, whatever I own actually belongs 
to you.’ The great saint replied, ‘I free you and grant you whatever you possess.’ Then, 
taking permission from the young man he departed. After this, he 

expressed his feelings in the court of Allah JiiSy ‘O Allah Js-jfc! I will never desire anyone 
but You. I asked You only for a piece of bread but You put a lot of world in front of me!’ 
(Tazkira-tul-Auliya, pp. 96) 


Kasrat-e-dawlat ki afat say bachana Ya Khuda J«J*- 
Day mujhay ‘ishq-e-Muhammad j* ka khazanah Yd Khuda jU-sV- 


Save me from the nuisance of excessive wealth, O Allah JU-sW 
Bless me with the treasure of devotion to Muhammad mft, O Allah 


Perils of a doubtful morsel 

It is extremely dangerous to devour whatever you get without considering its 
permissibility. Sayyiduna Ma’ruf Karkhi has stated, ‘A doubtful morsel can, 

at times, spoil the condition of one’s heart to such a degree that the heart does not accept 
any guidance for the rest of one’s life. Sometimes, a doubtful morsel deprives the eater of 
performing Salat-ut-Tahajjud for an entire year. Furthermore, sometimes looking at any 
impermissible thing deprives a person of reciting the Holy Quran for a very long time.’ 
(Minhaj-ul-‘Abidin, pp. 157) 




Salah rejected for 40 days 

Dear Islamic brothers! Those who do not have the privilege of concentration and 
satisfaction of the heart while reciting the Holy Quran and offering Salah, those who do 
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not have touching emotions when listening to a Na’at or making Du’a and those who do 
not succeed in offering Salat-ut-Tahajjud despite making ardent efforts should certainly 
learn a lesson from the wise words of Sayyiduna Ma’ruf Karkhi It is necessary 

to avoid Haram sustenance, or else, one will face nothing but horrific consequences. The 
Beloved Rasul j* has stated, ‘Whoever consumes a single morsel of Haram 

food, his Salah will not be accepted for forty days and his Du’a will be rejected for forty 
days.’ (Firdaus-ul-Akhbdr, vol. 4, pp. 243, Hadis 6263) 


Punishment for consuming a Haram morsel 

It is reported that when a person eats a Haram morsel, every angel of the earth and the 
skies keeps cursing him until that Haram morsel remains in his stomach. If he dies in the 
same state, Hell will be his abode. (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 10) 

Chest filled with Nur 

The Beloved and Blessed Rasul j* has stated, ‘When a person decreases his 

consumption of food, his chest is filled with Nur (spiritual light).’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 35 
Hadis 469) 

Four pearls of wisdom 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham JisS has stated: ‘I remained in the company of 
some saints in a mountain of Lebanon; each of them gave me the following pieces of 
advice to convey to the people. 

1. He who fills his stomach with food will not attain pleasure in worship. 

2. He who sleeps a lot will not have blessing in his age. 

3. He who desires only the pleasure of people, will be despairing of the pleasure of 
Allah JmX 

4. He who often backbites and speaks unnecessarily will not die as a Muslim.’ 


(Minhaj-ul-‘Abidm, pp. 107) 
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Fear of bad end 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is a fact that gluttony increases the burden of the stomach and 
causes lethargy in the body parts, resulting in laziness. This also brings about a lack of 
concentration in worship. Many people experience this condition during the Tarawlh 
Salah in Ramadan. It is the age of the so-called food culture. People fondly stuff various 
foods into their bellies. Further, samosas, kebabs and pakoras also make their contribution 
to the deterioration of the stomach, and due to excessive use of cold drinks, milkshakes 
and sour things, the sounds of coughing, belching and throat-clearing echo in the 
Masajid these days. Furthermore, if any one coughs, others also follow suit and start to 
cough probably because of the psychological effect, resulting in the increase of the 
sounds of coughing in the Masjid. 

The fourth point mentioned by Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham that the one 

often backbiting and talking unnecessarily will not die as a Muslim is also very alarming. 
Alas! These days, you can rarely find a Muslim who refrains from useless speech and 
backbiting. O Allah JmS*-! Please protect our faith! 

Musalman hay ‘Attar Tayrl ‘ata say 
Ho Iman per khatimah Yd Ilahl 

By the grace of Allah <U&-, ‘Attar is Muslim 
May he leave this world with faith, O Allah <UsU- 


Cover of religion 

A person once sought advice from Sayyiduna Hamid Laffaf jjUi He replied, 

‘Make a cover for the protection of religion like the cover of the Holy Quran.’ When 
asked as to what the cover of religion meant, he JtsS ta-o- replied, ‘Refraining from 
useless speech, unnecessary company of people and excessive eating.’ He has 

further said, ‘If you knew how the Holy Prophet Aid*, his companions and the 

Muslims would be treated in Paradise (as special guests), you would never eat food to a 
full stomach in the transient life of this mortal world.’ (Tatkira-tul-Wa’izm, pp. 234) 
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Sweetness of worship 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall has stated, ‘Eating 

food to a stomach full causes the sweetness of worship to be lost.’ Amlr-ul-Muminin 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq has stated, ‘Ever since I have become a Muslim, I 

have not eaten food to a full stomach so that I can be blessed with the sweetness of worship. 
Likewise, since I became a Muslim, I have not had a full drink in the desire of having the 
drink of the Vision of Almighty Allah JmK’ (Minhaj-ul-‘Abidin, pp. 193) 

Sayyiduna Sufyan Saurl has stated, ‘Worship is quite an art which is learnt in 

solitude, and its tool is hunger.’ (ibid) 

Who will be hungry on Day of Judgement? 

Sayyiduna Abu Bujayr ’<&■ jusdjie*? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
has stated, ‘Many people eat delicious foods and lead a luxurious life in 
this world, but they will be hungry and naked on the Day of Judgement.’ ( Shu ’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 2, pp. 170, Hadis 1461) 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar has narrated that once the Holy Prophet 

heard someone belching, so he j* said, ‘Reduce your belch, 

because the one who fills his stomach the most in the world will be the most hungry on 

the Day of Judgement.’ (Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 217, Hadis 2486) 

Sayyiduna Abu Talib Al-Makki te-o- has narrated that the companion who belched 

on that day was Sayyiduna Abu Juhayfah jiss«&iaA?. This companion stated, 

‘By Allah JmS*-, I have not eaten food to a full stomach ever since the day when the Holy 
Prophet admonished me and I hope Allah JasV will protect me (from 

filling my stomach with food) in the future as well.’ ( Qut-ul-Qulub, vol. 2, pp. 325) 

Saint with green skin 

Sayyiduna Abu Talib Al-Makki was a great scholar, a renowned teacher of 

Hadis, a religious thinker, an eminent saint and an illustrious Imam of Tasawwuf. Even 
Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall jdi Aji has taken considerable help in 

Tasawwuf from his book ‘Qut-ul-Qulub.’ He had risen to such a high degree 
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of asceticism (Taqwa) that he gave up eating food altogether and would live off grass. 
His consumption of grass had caused his skin to become green. 

Distribution of almonds and sugar at a funeral 

In the last moments of his life, Sayyiduna Abu Talib Al-Makki *&£&&&&<>■ was requested 
to make a will. He replied, ‘Distribute almonds and sugar during my funeral 

procession if I pass away with faith.’ The person asked as to how he would know about 
it. He replied, ‘Keep sitting beside me and give your hand into mine. If I pass 

away in the state of Iman, I will press your hand firmly.’ Therefore, the person held the 
hand of Sayyiduna Abu Talib Al-Makki «&&&&&&■&. When he was about to 

depart this life, he pressed that person’s hand with force and his soul left his body. When 
his sacred bier 1 was lifted to be taken to the cemetery, almonds and sugar were distributed 
among the people. The great saint passed away on the 6 th of Jumadal-Akhirah 386 A.H. 
His shrine, situated in the Malikiyyah graveyard of Baghdad city, is the focal point for 
visitors. (Al-MuntazamfiTarikh-ul-Muluk-wal-Umam, vol. 14, pp. 385) 


Key to world 

Sayyiduna Abu Sulayman Daranl ajfejfaSjii&ah? has stated, ‘The key to the world is to fill the 
stomach and (the key) to the Hereafter is to remain hungry.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. l, PP.177) 

Whose stomach will be full on the Judgement Day? 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is a lesson for those who keep devouring luscious foods 
without hunger. By Allah J«5M No one can bear the hunger of the Day of Judgement. 
Staying hungry in the world is an excellent deed to attain contentment on the Day of 
Resurrection. The Holy Prophet i j* has stated, ‘Those who adopt hunger in 

this world will be satiated on the Day of Judgement.’ (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 9, pp. 17) 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Rasul of mankind, the Peace of 

our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs*dbsskjtsSiii! j* has stated, ‘The hungry 
person who is patient with hunger and starvation (in this world) will not face the severity 
of accountability (on the Day of Judgement).’ (Al-budur-us-Safirahfil-Umur-il-Akhirah, pp. 212) 

1 A frame on which a dead body is placed. [Translator’s Note] 
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Blazing heat of Day of Judgement 

Dear Islamic brothers! Consider the indescribable conditions of the Day of Judgement! 
Severe hardships await those who stuff themselves for the satisfaction of their carnal 
desires. Alas! The scorching heat of the sun, the ground made of copper, and being 
barefoot whilst feeling the intensity of hunger and thirst! May Allah J«5£ protect us! The 
obedience to Nafs may lead to tragic consequences. 

His Nafs took him to Hell 

Two years after the death of his father, Sayyiduna Abul Hasan Razi *&,}&&&&■<? had a 
dream in which he saw his late father wearing clothing made of tar. When he asked his 
father the reason of wearing the clothing of the people of Hell, his father replied, ‘My 
beloved son! My Nafs took me to Hell. Save yourself from the deception of Nafs.’ 

(Mukdshafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 20) 

O Allah JsA*-! Save us from the mischief of Nafs! Grant us the ability to apply the Madam 
guard to our stomach for Your pleasure! Bless us with the enthusiasm to have patience 
with hunger and thirst! Protect us from the hunger, thirst and extremely severe conditions 
of the Day of Judgement. Save us from the insufferable torment of Hell! 

Ten advantages of hunger 

1. Purification of the heart. 

2. Softness of the heart. 

3. Realization of the starvation faced by the poor. 

4. Remembrance of the hunger and thirst of the Hereafter. 

5. Less inclination towards sins. 

6. Less sleep. 

7. Ease in worship. 

8. Contentment with a little sustenance. 

9. Good health. 

10. The passion to give money etc. as Sadaqah (charity). (lhya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 91-96) 
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Hujjat-ul-Islam, Imam Muhammad Ghazali quotes some saints as saying, 

‘Hunger is our best possession.’ This means that they have vastness, peace, worship, 
sweetness (in worship) and beneficial knowledge by having patience with remaining 
hungry for the pleasure of Allah Js-sK (Minhaj-ul- ‘Abidin, pp. 108) 

Banquet on the Day of Judgement 

A renowned Tabi’I 1 , Sayyiduna Ka’b-ul-Ahbar as. jtss nit a#* has stated, ‘On the Day of 
Judgement, an announcer will call out, ‘O you who remained hungry and thirsty for the 
pleasure of Allah JmSM Rise.’ Hearing this, those who used to remain hungry will arrive 
at a dining cloth while others will be facing accountability.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 178) 

Doors of Paradise and Hell 

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali has stated that the 

stomach and private parts are from the doors of Hell whose foundation is built on 
gluttony (i.e. eating food to a full stomach). On the other hand, humility and modesty 
are from the doors of Paradise whose foundation is built on hunger. The one who closes 
the door of Hell for oneself opens the door of Paradise, which is like the difference 
between the east and the west. Proximity to one door means distance from the other. (In 
other words, the one who adopts humility by remaining hungry gets closer to Paradise 
and far from Hell, while the one who indulges in misusing his stomach and private parts 
gets closer to Hell and further away from Paradise), (ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 92) 

Physical fitness 

Amlr-ul-Muminln, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam tsS*i>io#v has stated, ‘Refrain from 
filling your stomach while eating and drinking as it harms the body, causes disease and 
brings about laziness in worship. To adopt moderation in eating and drinking is necessary 
for you, as this improves physical fitness and saves oneself from needless expenses.’ 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummdl, vol. 15, pp. 183, Hadis 41706) 


1 A Muslim saint who saw and met even a single companion of the Holy Prophet JtSiti j* and who 

passed away as a Muslim. [Translator’s Note] 
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Six perils of filling the stomach 

Sayyiduna Abu Sulayman Darani has stated that there are six perils of filling 

the stomach: 

1. Not being able to make Dua to Almighty Allah JmK 

2. Difficulty in benefiting from knowledge and wisdom. 

3. No compassion for others (because those who fill their bellies assume that everyone 
is like them and hence do not have pity for the poor and needy). 

4. Worship seems to be a burden. 

5. One is surrounded by desires. 

6. While others are going to the Masjid, the one who eats in excess is going to the toilet. 

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 92) 

Dry bread and salt 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Wasi’ kfv used to eat only dry bread with salt 

and would say, ‘He who is content with this (little amount of food) in the world will 
never be destitute.’ (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 122) 

Excessive eating impairs wisdom 

Ibn Najih tofv has narrated that Imam A’zam Abu Hanlfah iszjbs&ofv said to him, 

‘Whenever you have to carry out any important piece of work in the world, do not eat 
before performing it because food impairs wisdom.’ (Manaqib-e-Abi Hanlfah, pp. 351) 

Reason for hardness of heart 

Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri has stated, ‘There are two causes of the hardness of 

the heart. The first is to eat food to a stomach full and the second is to speak in excess.’ 

Seven morsels 

Amlr-ul-Muminln, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam ^ would not eat more than 

six or seven morsels. (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 97) 
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Perils of filling stomach 

Elaborating on the perils of eating food to a full stomach, Hujjat-ul-Islam, Imam 
Muhammad Ghazall <ifeS -At has stated, ‘The eyes of the person who fills his 

stomach are filled with sleep. Even if he performs Tahajjud, he feels no sweetness in it. 
The bachelor who sleeps having filled his stomach, experiences nocturnal emission and 
it would be difficult for him to perform Ghusl at night with cold water. If he has delayed 
his Witr Salah until the time of Tahajjud, then not only does he miss Tahajjud but also 
Witr due to nocturnal emission. These are some of the problems of filling the stomach.’ 
(Ihyd-ul- 'Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 94) 


Reason of nocturnal emission 

Sayyiduna Abu Sulayman Daranl Jtss *iii has stated that nocturnal emission is 
troublesome. He mentioned this because one misses many acts of worship due to the 
untimely need of Ghusl. He has further stated that sleep is the root of all troubles and 
filling the stomach with food is one of its causes. Its cure, however, lies in remaining 
hungry, (ibid) 

Satan circulates in body like blood 

A Mursal Hadis states, ‘Without doubt, Satan circulates in man’s body like blood. 
Therefore, one should narrow (Satan’s) ways by hunger and thirst.’ (ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqm, 
vol. 9, pp. 12) 

Dear Islamic brothers! A Mursal Hadis is the one a Tabi’I narrates directly from the 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet leaving the companion out. (Nuzhat-un-Nazr 

ft Taudlh Nakhba-tul-Fikr, pp. 63) 


Two rivers 

The pious saints Jte&bijs&ea- have stated, ‘To eat food to a full stomach is a stream in Nafs 
through which Satan makes his inroads. On the contrary, hunger is a stream of the soul 
through which angels pass.’ (Sab’a Sanabil, pp. 241) 
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Hungry for forty days 

Dear Islamic brothers! The pious saints would narrow the path of Satan by bearing 
hunger and thirst. Sayyiduna Sahl Bin ‘Abdullah Tustarl Aji iai? »u. used to remain 
hungry for forty consecutive days and then he would eat a little. (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 98) 
Merely one dirham was sufficient for the expenses of his supply of food for a year. 

(Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 401) 


Six Madam pearls 

Listen to the following six pieces of advice given by Sayyiduna Sahl Bin ‘Abdullah 
Tustarl 

1. On the Day of Judgement, no deed will be more beneficial than (the deed of) refraining 
from excessive eating because this is the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet JUs*lb^jissahi j*. 

2. The wise consider hunger as an extremely advantageous thing for religious and 
worldly matters. 

3. I do not consider anything more harmful than excessive eating to those who desire 
absolution in the Hereafter. 

4. Knowledge and wisdom have been placed in hunger while sin and ignorance have 
been placed in filling the stomach. 

5. He who keeps his Nafs hungry is not disturbed by Satanic deceptions (Wasawis). 

6. When a person undergoes hunger, sickness or tribulation the mercy of Allah 
turns towards him at that time, (ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 91) 

The one who fills his stomach is disgraced 

It is stated in Qut-ul-Qulub, ‘Hunger is (like) a king and filling stomach is (like) a slave. 
The hungry person is respected while the one stuffing oneself is humiliated.’ It has also 
been said that hunger brings about a great respect while filling the stomach causes an 
intense humiliation. Some saints have stated, ‘Hunger is the key to the Hereafter and the 
door of asceticism, whereas filling the stomach is the key to the world and the door of 
indulgence in worldly pleasures.’ (Qut-ul-Qulab, vol. 2, pp. 332) 
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Why emphasis on remaining hungry? 

Someone once asked Sayyiduna Bayazid Bistami *&£&&&*■ as to why he emphasized on 
remaining hungry. He \&*v replied, ‘If Pharaoh (Fir’awn) were hungry he would 

never have claimed divinity. If Qarun were hungry, he would never have rebelled (against 
the Almighty J«5Q.’ (In other words, their wealth led them to defiance and disobedience 
to their Creator). (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 647) 

Fearlessness from Hidden Plan of Allah is grave sin 

Dear Islamic brothers! Truly, good health and excessive wealth often lead to indulgence 
in sins. Therefore, those who possess good health or wealth or have authority should fear 
the Hidden Plan of Allah. Sayyiduna Hasan Basrl jtis has stated, ‘If a person 
possesses ample sustenance, obedient children, wealth, good health, status, respect, 
property or position in the government, but he does not fear the Divine Hidden Plan - 
such a person is heedless of the Hidden Plan of Allah.’ (TanbTh-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 54) 

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Ahmad ZahabI ^ ia=i? has included fearlessness 
from the Hidden Plan of Allah in the list of major sins in his book ‘Kitab-ul-Kabair.’ 
Therefore, the poor, the sick and the troubled should also fear the Hidden Plan of Allah 
as it is possible that these troubles befall them as a test and incessant complaints, 
impatience and efforts to get rid of poverty through Haram means lead them to ruin in 
the Hereafter. Furthermore, it is also Wajib for those who live comfortably to fear the 
Hidden Plan of Allah lest this wealth and worldly comfort engender pride, decadence 
and transgression and, thus this body and wealth become the cause of them burning in 
the fire of Hell. In this regard, listen to a Quranic verse and a Hadis and fear the Hidden 
Plan of Allah. 

Respite from Allah 

Sayyiduna ‘Uqbah Bin ‘Amir aaJMdsi has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah has stated, ‘If you see a person upon whom 

Allah bestows (His favours), (but) the person persists in committing sins; (then) 
this is a mere respite (from Allah JsAQ. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-abj* 
then recited the following verse: 
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Then when they forgot the admonition made to them, We opened to them the gates of all 
things until when they became delighted at what they were given, then We seized them 
suddenly, now they were left in despair.’ 


[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 6, pp. 122, Hadis 17313) 

(Part 17, Surah Al-An’am, verse 44) 


Regarding sin as a good act is Kufr 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, 

‘(From this) we have learnt that the worst of punishments is the hardness of the heart, 
(because of which) the teachings of the Holy Prophet do not have an 

effect on the person. We have also come to know that getting worldly pleasures, despite 
persistence in sins, is the wrath and punishment from Allah as the person becomes 
heedless and indulges fearlessly in sins due to his luxurious possessions. At times, the 
person is under the impression that sin is good - otherwise, he would not be receiving 
such bounties. Remember that such a notion is Kufr. (It is Fard to consider a sin as a sin 
and deliberately considering or declaring a sin as good is Kufr.) We have also come to 
know that the difficulties faced by the pious are a form of divine mercy whereby their 
(spiritual) status is raised to higher degrees.’ (Nur-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 210) 

Du’a of the Holy Prophet 

The Holy Prophet would often make the following Du’a: 



O the One Who turns the hearts! Keep my heart steadfast in Your religion. 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 4, pp. 515, Hadis 13697) 
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Four from forty thousand 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Mubarak has narrated that a wise man chose the 

following four pieces of advice from forty thousand. 

1. Do not trust every woman in every matter. 

2. Never rely on your wealth. 

3. Do not overburden your stomach (by overeating). 

4. Do not acquire such knowledge that does not benefit you, like (information, news 
etc.). (Al-Munabbihat lil- 'Asqald.nl, pp. 47) 

(Jp <Jl*j alll c-JLsM (Jp l^Lszs 


Seven intestines 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JtsSiiii J* has stated, ‘The 

believer eats in one intestine while the unbeliever and the hypocrite eat in seven 
intestines.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 6, pp. 246, Hadis 5394) 

Meaning of seven intestines 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing Hadis does not imply that a Muslim possesses only 
one intestine while an unbeliever possesses seven. Every person possesses seven intestines. 
What is meant by this Hadis is that gluttony is the habit of the unbelievers. 

Elaborating on this Hadis, Hujjat-ul-Islam, Imam Muhammad Ghazall has 

stated, ‘A hypocrite eats seven times more than a Muslim. It may also mean that the 
desire of a hypocrite (to eat) is seven times more than that of a Muslim. Here, the word 
‘intestine’ alludes to ‘desire or craving’ because it is the desire which urges a person to 
consume food. It does not mean that a hypocrite has more intestines than a Muslim.’ 
(Ikya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 89) 
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Difference between diet of Mumin and that of hypocrite 

Sayyiduna Hasan Basri 4£.j(s34Ai has stated, ‘A Muslim is like a little sheep or goat, (as) 
merely a handful of dates and barley and a single gulp of water is sufficient (for it). As 
for the hypocrite, he is like a wild animal that chews incessantly and then swallows its 
food. Its stomach does not shrink for its neighbour and it does not sacrifice anything even 
for its own brother.’ (Qut-ul-Qulub, vol. 2, pp. 324) 

Food of Imam Ahmad Raza 4^ M ^6 

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan used to consume very little food. Shaykh Sayyid 

Ayyub ‘All Shah t&v has narrated, ‘The food of Ala Hadrat ^ Julias? contained 
just a small bowl of goat meat gravy without chilli and one or two biscuits made from Sujl 
(granulated wheat flour). This was not everyday, at times he did not use to eat even this 
little amount of food.’ (Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, vol. 1, pp. 27) 

Seven Madani pearls 

The companion Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has stated that a wise person 

should prefer seven things to seven other things: 

1. He should prefer poverty to wealth. 

2. He should prefer (worldly) disgrace to (worldly) respect. 

3. He should prefer humility to self-esteem. 

4. He should prefer hunger to eating to a full stomach. 

5. He should prefer sadness to happiness. 

6. He should prefer the poor pious people to the rich people of the world. 

7. He should prefer death to life. (Al-Munabbihat lil- Asqalam, pp. 85) 
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Ritual ablution (Wudu) after twelve days 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdul Wahhab Sha’rani 4 bJJu has stated, ‘I have seen many Auliya of 
Allah who remained resolute in adopting the virtue of hunger. Some of them went 
to the toilet just once a week as they would be shy from Allah Jsafc in repeatedly undressing 
themselves in the toilet. Shaykh Tajuddin Zakir “g&jbSgti had reached such a state that 
he needed to make Wudu only once in twelve days (as it would not become invalid).’ 
(Tanbih-ul-Mughtarin, pp. 36) 

(Jp (JUo alii <Jp l^Lszs 


Traveller of Madani Qafilah 

Dear Islamic brothers! Those who eat less applying the Madani guard to their stomach, 
feel less thirst compared to those who eat in excess. Because of drinking less water, they do 
not have the need to sleep in excess and such people are more energetic after sleeping for 
only a few hours. 

Once, during the early days of Dawat-e-Islami, our Madani Qafilah travelled to Punjab 
from Bab-ul-Madinah (Karachi, Pakistan). In this Qafilah, there was an old person with 
a white beard who revealed to me (i.e. the author) during the journey that his Wudu had 
been valid for the past two days. He also revealed that his late Murshid used to remain in 
the state of Wudu for fifteen days. All this is the blessing of applying the Madani guard to 
the stomach. By doing this, the need of sleeping and that of going to toilet decrease and 
one can get a lot of time for worshipping and carrying out religious Madani activities. 

Hungry for three days 

Sayyiduna Anas ^ has narrated that once the Lady of Paradise, Sayyidatuna 

Fatima-tuz-Zahra brought a piece of bread and served it to the Holy Prophet 

J*> «db s«is Jtss mi j*. When the Holy Prophet J*s <jm afai asked about the bread, she 
tpLjfcSMi a** replied, ‘I had prepared some bread which I did not like to eat without you, 
therefore, I have brought this piece of bread here.’ The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor 
of Ummah J* has said, ‘During the last three days, this is the first food 

which has entered the mouth of your father.’ (Mu jam Kabir, vol. 1, pp. 259, Hadis 750) 
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j£==\ t&\\ The one who possesses the keys to the riches of the universe in his blessed 
hands has no interest in worldly things. This was indeed the intentional hunger of the 
Holy Prophet JUs^bssfe JtsSiii J*. As for his generosity, he j* would bestow a lot 

upon others. 

Bowl of milk and seventy companions ^ iii' c&?j 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah <&? has stated, ‘By Allah JmSs who has no partner! I used 
to tie a stone to my stomach and place it on the floor owing to extreme hunger. One day, 
I sat on the pathway where people walk. The Holy Prophet J* passed by me 

smilingly. Seeing me in this state, he j* immediately realized my condition. 

Then, he JUs-jb-sfe J* said, ‘O Abu Hurayrah ass. jus I replied, ‘Labbayk (I am 
present) Ya Rasulallah J#s *i\s j isiAiJ*!’ He JUs «dh <«i& Jirf £&i j* said, ‘Come with me.’ I 

followed him until we arrived at one of his blessed homes. Seeking permission, I entered the 
blessed house. Seeing a bowl of milk, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
asked his family members as to where it had come from. They replied that a companion 
had sent it as a gift for the Noble Rasul Jws«ak*ifeJus£AitK Looking at me, the Holy Prophet 
JUs-dbssUAUJaiiiJ* said, ‘O Abu Hurayrah asLjusdji&ad’ I replied, ‘Labbayk Ya Rasulallah 
He then said, ‘Go and call the Ahl-e-Suffah.’ 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah as. has further stated that the Ahl-e-Suffah were the 

guests of Islam. They had no houses and wealth, nor did they take help from anyone. 
Whenever anything came as Sadaqah (i.e. alms) to the Holy Prophet J* he 

Jws<idbsskJks«Ai J* used to send it to the Ahl-e-Suffah without taking anything from it, and 
whenever the Holy Prophet feJtsSaii J* received any gift, he JUs-db-sfe JfaSiii j* used to 

send a portion of it to the Ahl-e-Suffah and would eat from it. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah 
& 0 - goes on to say that he felt rather distressed due to calling all the Ahl-e-Suffah 
because just one bowl of milk could not be sufficient for all of them. He also felt that he 
was certainly more deserving of the milk because he would gain some strength by 
drinking it. He also knew that the Holy Prophet JUs^asjfcJtsSiii! j* would instruct him to 
feed the Ahl-e-Suffah when they arrived, and it would be unlikely that he would get even 
a few sips of the milk. But he was also aware that it was mandatory to abide by the 
commandment of Allah Js-sS^ and His Holy Prophet J*. He goes on to say, ‘I 

then went to the Ahl-e-Suffah and called them. They came, sought permission, entered 
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the blessed house and sat down.’ The Holy Prophet j* then said, ‘O Abu 

Hurayrah I replied, ‘Labbayk Ya Rasulallah Jasjlisg&JbSetij*.’ The Holy Prophet 

JUs-abss&Jiaiiii J* said, ‘Take the bowl of milk and make them drink.’ I then gave the bowl 
of milk to the first person and after drinking as much as he could he returned the bowl 
to me. I kept giving the bowl of milk to one after another until all of them drank milk. 
Then, taking the bowl of milk in his blessed hand, the Holy Prophet J*s Jta &i>i 
looked at me smilingly and said, ‘O Abu Hurayrah ^ jus asi &<?¥ I responded, ‘Labbayk 
Ya Rasulallah He J#s4s$fr,i tsSaisij* said, ‘Now only I and you are left.’ I said, 

‘Ya Rasulallah JUj«dbs«feJtsSfiisi J*! You have spoken the truth.’ He isSsisi j* then said 

to me, ‘Sit down and drink.’ I sat down and began to drink the milk. He i j* 

then said, ‘Drink.’ He JUs-dWsJbSi&iJ* kept asking me to drink until I said, ‘I swear by the 
One who has sent you with the truth, I am not able to drink anymore.’ He i j* 

ordered me to give him the bowl. I handed over the bowl to him. He j* 

then glorified Allah JsA^ and drank the remaining milk reciting <UJI ^-L>. (Sahih Bukhari, 
vol. 7, pp. 230, Hadis 6452) 

This is one of the great miracles of the Holy Prophet JUs-dhspejMiAiJ* that all 
the Ahl-e-Suffah who were nearly seventy in number could not finish a small bowl of 
milk. Referring to this very incident, A’la Hadrat d&JSM&t? has written the following 
couplet: 

Kyun janab Bu Hurayrah Tha woh kaysd jdm-e-shir 

Jis say sattar Sahibon ka dudh say munh phir gaya 

O Bu Hurayrah AaJtsSsti ottl How was the sweet beverage! 

That filled the mouth of seventy companions with milk 


Independence from people 

Sayyiduna Abu Yahya Malik Bin Dinar „Cb3i As\ ^ has stated that he once told 
Sayyiduna Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad Bin Wasi’ &&&, ‘O Abu ‘Abdullah 
Fortunate is the person who is content with just a little amount of grain and is indifferent 
to others.’ When he heard this, he said to me, ‘O Abu Yahya Glad tidings are 

for the person who is hungry in the morning and evening and the Almighty j*s5*- is 
pleased with him.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 90) 
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Ineffective advice 

It is narrated that the advice of the one whose stomach is full has no effect (on others) 
and when he is given advice, his mind refuses to accept it. (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 178) 

Smell at time of death 

Amlr-ul-Muminin, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam ^ jus dbi ^ has stated, ‘Refrain 
from filling your stomach as it is a burden in life and foul smell at the time of death.’ 

(Ihya-ul- ‘ilium, vol. 3, pp. 90) 


When you eat a lot, you also have to earn a lot 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam has spoken an outright 

truth. Really, not applying the Madam guard to the stomach and eating excessively 
causes a heavy burden in life as the more one eats, the more he has to earn. He has to 
work hard to cook the food; then he has to carry its burden in the stomach. Excessive 
eating is detrimental to the digestive system. As a result, the one who eats excessively is 
burdened with excessive gas, constipation and many other problems including the burden 
of doctors’ fee and expenses for medication. As soon as the food goes down the throat, 
the taste disappears and the stomach has to bear the burden for a long time. This leads to 
one hardship after another. Abstaining from those few moments of pleasure, if only we 
would develop the mindset of saving ourselves from all these heavy burdens throughout 
our life, and from foul smell at the time of our death! 

No pleasure in worship 

It is narrated that if you are in the habit of filling your stomach with food then you 
should not hope for the pleasure of worship. How can you have light in your heart if you 
do not carry out worship? And if this worship is performed without (spiritual) pleasure, 
then how can Nur (light) enter your heart? (Minhaj-ul-Abidin, pp. 107) 

Unconsciousness due to hunger 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated, ‘I used to become unconscious and fall 

between the pulpit of the Holy Prophet 4* jus dji j* and the blessed house of 
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Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah due to severe hunger. Someone used to come and place 

his foot on my neck. He would regard me insane but I was completely sane; extreme 
hunger caused this State.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 8, pp. 193, Hadis 7324) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah a£.Jtss*ii had such an immense passion 
to acquire Islamic knowledge that he left everything and remained at the blessed feet of 
the Holy Prophet He used to live in the state of hunger and seek Islamic 

knowledge. He also had the honour of narrating the most number of Hadis from the 
Holy Prophet Jirfahi j*. On the other hand, the condition of today’s students of 

Islamic knowledge seems to be quite different. It is quite unlikely that the seeker of Islamic 
knowledge would be able to attain spiritual blessings while continuing to gluttonize, 
desiring for fame and self-respect, having greed etc. While seeking Islamic knowledge, 
you must be sincere so that you can attain the mercy of Almighty Allah JmK By the 
grace of Allah JmSs an excellent way of gaining religious knowledge with spiritual 
blessings is to travel with the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political 
movement of the Quran and Sunnah. Here is a blessing of a Madam Qafilah. 

Mysterious pain 

An Islamic brother from Punjab has stated, ‘I came to Faizan-e-Madinah, Karachi, the 
global Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami to participate in the ‘Tarbiyyatl course.’ During the 
course, on a Thursday at about 4 a.m., I felt pain at my left side. The pain was so severe 
that seven painkillers were injected into me, after which I felt a little relief. As usual, I 
attended the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ on Thursday. On the same night, at about 
10 p.m., I felt the pain again but it subsided due to the blessing of Du’a made in the 
Ijtima’. After about an hour, the pain recurred. The doctors injected me with three 
painkillers, I felt some relief. 

My condition was such that as soon as I would consume anything, I would feel the same 
severe spasm of pain. Three or four injections with drips would be administered everyday. 
I also had an ultrasound done, but the doctors could not diagnose the cause of the pain. 
While I was in the hospital, I heard that other Islamic brothers of the Tarbiyyatl course 
were preparing for a twelve day Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah. The doctors advised 
me not to travel but I could not help joining the Madam Qafilah. During the journey, I 
experienced a little pain while we were on our way to Dera Bugti, Baluchistan. During 
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the Madam Qafilah, we also attended the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima held at Sui on 
Thursday, and then returned to Dera Bugti. 

jiwit JjiUsJi, by the blessing of joining the Madani Qafilah, the pain disappeared as if there 
was no pain at all! the pain has not recurred ever since. The greatest blessing I 

attained during the Madani Qafilah was that I was blessed with the vision of the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet jiaidsi j* in my dream.’ 


Luinay rahmatayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Sikhnay Sunnatayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Dard-e-sar ho agar dukh rahi ho kamar 
Pao gey sihhatayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Hay talab did ki, did ki Eid ki 
Kyd ‘ajab woh dikhayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 

To gain mercy, travel with Madani Qafilah 
To learn Sunnah, travel with Madani Qafilah 
If you have headache or backache 
You will recover, travel with Madani Qafilah 
If you have the desire of seeing the Prophet 
Your desire could be fulfilled, travel with Madani Qafilah 




If only hunger could be purchased 

Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Mu’az kfv has stated, ‘If hunger were sold in the marketplace, 
the seeker of the Hereafter would certainly purchase it.’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 141) 

Food is being purchased everywhere 

Glory be to Allah JsA^! What can we say about the Madani mindset of our great saints? 
Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Mu’az is talking about purchasing hunger, whereas the 

unwise are engaged in competing for food, as to who can eat the most! These days, the 
one who eats the most food is considered as the most courageous! Regretfully, today the 
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marketplaces are full of consumers who purchase various kinds of food, which also 
happen to come along with various diseases. This is the age of ‘food culture.’ There is a 
multitude of restaurants and hotels in every area. Pizzas, fries and burgers are being sold 
at virtually every corner. Dessert and ice cream shops are occupying virtually every 
shopping center and mall. Apart from the consumers who purchase food to fulfill their 
needs, there are many who buy food just to satisfy their Nafs (desire) - hoarding and 
devouring everything they get. They are not concerned about worldly perils of such 
unchecked activity nor do they care about the severity of accountability in the Hereafter. 
Everyone is intent only on eating, eating and more eating. 

If only we would remember the hunger of our Beloved and Blessed Prophet laabi J*, 

the companions, the martyrs of Karbala Jts dji and the saints Jias dji How 
unfortunate indeed! We are screaming out ‘eat, eat, and eat’ and these blessed souls are 
persuading us to adopt ‘hunger.’ Although we do not miss any opportunity to eat, there 
must be something beneficial in eating less, due to which the Prophets vJaji j^ii, the 
companions and the saints are giving us the lesson of eating less. 

To eat in excess is attribute of unbelievers 

Dear Islamic brothers! Eating just to satisfy the desire of Nafs is not a dignified practice. 
Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, Shaykh Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI 
has stated, ‘In the Holy Quran, eating just for pleasure and joy has been 
described as the attribute of the unbelievers. Similarly, excessive eating has been mentioned 
as an attribute of the unbelievers in a Hadis as well.’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 16, pp. 30) 

Strength in hunger 

Unlike common people, Sayyiduna Sahl Bin ‘Abdullah would remain strong in 

hunger and, he would become weak whenever he ate anything. (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 142) 

A Persian poet has said: 

Agar laiiat-e-tark-e-laiiat badanl 
Digar lazzat-e-Nafs, laizat-e-ndkhwdni 

If you realize the pleasure of giving up pleasures 
You will never consider the pleasure of Nafs as pleasure at all 
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Attainment of Tasawwuf 

Sayyiduna Junayd Baghdadi has stated, ‘We have not attained Tasawwuf 

just by discussions and argumentation but by adopting hunger, aversion to the world 
and by abandoning the desires of our Nafs.’ (Sab’a Sanabil, pp. 241) 

I am worst person 

Sayyiduna ‘Usman Ghani seJIaAioa? has stated that there are five signs of a pious person. 

1. He remains in good company. 

2. He protects his tongue and private parts. 

3. He considers the pleasures of the world as a nuisance and religious blessings as a 
divine mercy. 

4. He does not fill his stomach even with Halal food for fear of it containing a little 
Haram. 

5. Besides himself, he considers every Muslim forgiven in the Hereafter while he considers 
only himself as a sinner and fears punishment. (Al-Munabbihat, pp. 59) 

Pitiable condition due to hunger 

Sayyiduna Fadalah Bin ‘Ubayd has narrated that when the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet J* used to lead the Jama at of Sal ah, there were some companions 

^Jtssdjics^ who used to fall during the Salah because of severe hunger. These companions 
were the Ahl-e-Suffah. The Bedouins used to consider them as insane. When the Holy 
Prophet JUs^ibssfcJtafiiii J* would finish the Salah, he used to turn towards 

them and say, ‘If you knew what reward is in store for you in the court of Allah JmS*-, you 
would wish that your hunger and poverty would prolong even more.’ (JamV Tirmiii, vol. 4, 
pp. 162, Hadis 2375) 


Hungry for many days 

Some of the companions ^ Jfcsdjics*? and saints would not eat anything for many 

consecutive days. In this regard, Hujjat-ul-Islam, Imam Muhammad Ghazali 
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has stated, ‘Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq as. sties*? would not eat anything for six days. 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Zubayr as.j(sSshies*? did not eat for seven days. The student of 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas Jtss abi namely Abu Jawzah jiss ahi did not eat 
for seven days. Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham a&jbsobiter? and Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri 
remained hungry for three days. All these blessed saints jusAi)ii 4 >i? would gain 
help in walking on the path of the Hereafter by means of hunger.’ (ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 98) 

Remaining hungry for one year 

Dear Islamic brothers! Not everyone is strong enough to remain hungry for many days. 
This was one of the special qualities and marvels of these blessed people. In fact, they 
used to receive spiritual sustenance. By the bounty of Allah J«5s some of them remained 
hungry for forty days consecutively. Our own spiritual guide Ghaus-e-A’zam kfv, 

at times used to remain hungry for an entire year and his sustenance used to come 
directly from Almighty Allah J*sK in relation to this, A’la Hadrat has written 

the following couplet. 

Qasmayn day day kay khilata hay pilata hay tujhay 
Piyara Allah dwv- tayra chahnay wala tayra 

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish) 

(Jp (JUo alii c-JLil (Jp 


How long can a person live without eating and drinking? 

Maintaining the daily routines of life normally despite remaining hungry and thirsty for 
a long time, is a special quality of the extraordinary servants of Almighty Allah JmK 
These special servants of Allah receive spiritual nourishment. Common people cannot 
withstand such a prolonged period of hunger and thirst. Even if someone starts remaining 
hungry and thirsty like the saints, he will give up hope after a few days and will not have 
the courage to do so again. 

According to medical research, a person can remain hungry for 18 days or if he is very 
strong, he can remain hungry for 25 days at the most. Likewise, a person can survive for 
3 days without water, and 1 to 5 minutes without oxygen. 
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How much should common person eat? 

If a common person who is accustomed to excessive eating succeeds in gradually applying 
the Madam guard to the stomach, reducing his food intake to the extent of filling only 
one third of his stomach, it will be very appropriate and beneficial to him. 

By doing so, he will gain the blessings of hunger and will not become weak as well. His 
health will surprisingly improve and he will almost get rid of the expenses of doctors’ fee 
and medicines. If one is not certain about this, then he is advised to experience this and 
see the results for himself. 

Cure for sick heart 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah AntakI has stated that there are five remedies for a sick 

heart: 

1. To remain in the company of the pious. 

2. To recite the Holy Quran. 

3. To eat less. 

4. To perform Tahajjud regularly. 

5. To beseech Allah during the last part of the night. 

(Al-Munabbihat, pp. 60) 

The bird that lives thousand years 

Dear Islamic brothers! Unfortunately, some people eat so much that even their stomach 
asks for a break. Laziness overpowers them. They can barely stand let alone walk. Such 
people can be compared to vultures. When a vulture descends to eat the carrion (i.e. the 
flesh of a dead animal), all other birds stay away because of fear. The vulture eats so 
excessively that it cannot even fly. In this state even a child can capture it. Therefore, (it can 
thus be inferred that) not applying the Madam guard to the stomach is the habit of the 
carrion-eater; the vulture. It is said that a vulture normally remains alive for a thousand 
years and likes disgusting odour. It dislikes fragrance and if it ever smells fragrance, it dies. 
Sayyiduna Imam Hasan ttL&z-M&o has stated that when the vulture speaks, it says, ‘O man! 
Live as long as you wish, one day death will seize you.’ (Hayat-ul-Haywan-ul-Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 474) 
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Mosquito can kill camel 

Dear Islamic brothers! The greed for relishing taste is severely detrimental. A mosquito 
yearns for human blood. It sits on the soft skin just above a blood vessel. With its 
proboscis, it pierces the skin and the blood vessel and thus sucks the blood. Sometimes, 
it drinks so much blood that it is unable to fly and sometimes its stomach even explodes, 
causing its death. Almighty Allah has given such power to the mosquito that it can 
kill even a camel. It can kill every quadruped. The beast or bird that eats the animal 
killed by a mosquito’s sting also dies instantly. In ancient times, the kings of Iraq had 
developed a very excruciating and agonizing method of executing the death sentence. 
They used to bind the criminal naked and throw him by the drains, infested with 
mosquitoes, where he would die writhing in pain due to stings. (Namrud was also killed 
by a mosquito). (Hayat-ul-Hayxvan-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 184) 


Fat mosquito 

Sayyiduna Rabi’ Bin Anas as. qta iAi has stated, ‘As long as a mosquito is hungry, it 
remains alive. When it eats and drinks, it becomes fat and when it becomes fat, it dies. 
The condition of man is also like that of a mosquito. When man enjoys luxuries and 
pleasures of the world, his heart dies.’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 54) 

Dear Islamic brothers! A mosquito dies and turns to dust as soon as it becomes fat. But 
alas, when a human becomes strong, at times he faces many problems in this world and, 
in case of the displeasure of Allah and His Prophet Jua«ah«&jtsS4iii j* as a result of 
committing sins, he faces severe punishment at the time of his death, in his grave, on the 
Day of Judgement and in the Hell. 

Perils of large body 

Sayyiduna Yahya Mu’az Razi a&jbsjtM&v has stated, ‘The one who is in the habit of filling 
his stomach, his body becomes fat with flesh and the one who is obese with flesh becomes 
a victim of desires and the one who becomes a victim of desires, his sins increase and the 
one whose sins increase, his heart becomes hard and he becomes a victim to the 
calamities and attractions of the world.’ (Al-Munabbihat, pp. 59) 



Excellence of Hunger 


453 


Sins attack glutton 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is certainly a matter of great concern that eating to the extent of 
filling the stomach opens the door of many sins. Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall 
has stated, ‘Excessive eating causes rebellion in body parts and creates the 
desire of committing immodest and violent deeds. When a person eats in excess he becomes 
arrogant, his eyes desire to see immodest things, his ears desire to hear evil things, his 
tongue wants to speak about indecent things, his private part demands the satisfaction of 
lust and his feet are keen to move towards impermissible places. On the contrary, if a 
person is hungry, all of his body parts remain peaceful and they do not desire any evil.’ 
Abu Ja’far has stated, ‘When the stomach is hungry, all other body parts are 

at peace. They desire nothing, and when the stomach is full, other body parts become 
hungry and take the person to committing evil things.’ (Minhaj-ul- ‘Abidin, pp. 92) 

Excellence of lean body 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas aa-jirfsbia*? has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah j* has stated, ‘The dearest to Allah amongst you 

is the person who eats less and has a lean body.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 20, Hadis 221) 

Average weight for man and woman 

Excessive eating also causes the problems of obesity and potbelly. These days, many 
people are suffering from this sickness. There should be a proper balance between the 
height and weight of a person. The weight of a male who is about 5 and half feet (or 66 
inches) tall should be around 150 pounds or 68 kg, while that of a female who is about 5 
and a quarter feet (63 inches) tall should be around 130 pounds or 59 kg. Their weight 
should not exceed this. Everyone can calculate his/her weight and compare it to the 
above-mentioned criterion. 

Weight of Sayyiduna Prophet Yusuf 

A proper balance between the height and weight of a person is necessary. In ancient times, 
people used to be much taller; hence, their weight would also be much more. A renowned 
exegetist, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘The governor of Egypt bought 
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Sayyiduna Yusuf from an Egyptian market, paying gold, silver, musk, pearls and 

silk equivalent to the weight of Sayyiduna Yusuf At that time, his weight was 

400 ratals (one ratal is equivalent to half a kilogram) and his age was only twelve years! 
(Nur-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 378) Sayyiduna Yusuf was very handsome and his body 

was well shaped. He was also tall in relation to his weight. 

(Jp (JUu alii c-JLsM <Jp I^L^> 


Causes of obesity 

Bear in mind that taunting, laughing or hurting an obese person in any way without the 
justification of the Islamic law is a Haram act which can lead to Hell. Further, it is not 
necessary that a potbelly is always caused by excessive eating, as many of those who eat 
excessively remain lean & thin. Studying, writing or doing official work for a long time 
while sitting, travelling by car or a bike instead of walking, eating food sitting in a cross- 
legged position, eating food sitting on chair with feet hanging, eating very hot food, often 
leaning the body weight towards the left side, for example, placing left hand on the floor 
while sitting or eating - can cause a potbelly and obesity. Further, those who do not apply 
the Madam guard to their stomach and greedily devour pizzas, fried foods, cold drinks 
and ice cream should only blame themselves if they are overweight or have a potbelly. 

Perhaps people consider cold drinks harmless. One should remember that there are 
about 7 spoons of sugar in every 250 ml of cold drink. As for ice-cream, it is like a sugar- 
bomb. An overweight person should not even look at cold drinks and ice creams as these 
items are actually a sweet poison for him. There are three things which can increase a 
person’s weight: 

1. Superfine flour 

2. Oil or fat 

3. Sweet foods 

The aforementioned items are found in virtually all of our foods. To a certain extent, these 
things are necessary for the human body. An excess of sugar and deficiency of sugar in 
blood both indicate illness. The amount of these three ingredients would automatically 
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exceed the normal limit in the body of those who overeat, which can cause an increase in 
weight in addition to many diseases. Some people remain slim and thin despite excessive 
eating. It does not mean that eating in excess does not cause any harm to them. They 


may also suffer from stomach and heart ailments. Although excessive eating normally 


causes heart ailments, stress can also cause a heart attack and even heart failure. If a person 
avoids the above-mentioned three items from his young age, and if he stays alive until 
old age, he is expected to remain safe from many diseases and problems in his old age. 




Definition of youth 

According to dictionaries, a person remains young from maturity until 30 to 40 years. 
From 30 to 50 years is the period of middle age while old age starts after 50 years. It is 
better to take precaution in feeding even a new-born baby. When the child reaches 
puberty, he should be advised and encouraged to avoid harmful things and excessive 
eating. If a person eats whatever he desires despite reaching the age of 30 years, he will 
soon experience its harmful effects on his health. As his age increases, diseases will 
attack him. If a person eats whatever comes into his hand despite reaching the age of 50 
years, it is as if he is inviting diseases. It becomes difficult for such people to remain safe 
from sugar and cholesterol problems. 

After 30 years, blood becomes infected with various sicknesses. Therefore, it is advisable 
to have different blood tests done every six months. If the test indicates any disease, one 
should have this test done every 1 V 2 month besides taking the proper medication. It is a 
blunder to avoid the test for fear that if the test-report reveals any disease, it would cause 
stress. Keep in mind that ignoring a disease is not its cure. This carelessness can result in 
severe problems in the future. There are many people whose hearts suddenly fail. Paralysis 
has also become very common. May Allah protect us from all type of diseases and 
save us from this trial! 
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Dangers of pizza 

Pizza and other oily fast foods sold in the marketplace quickly cause fatness and obesity. 
These items are very dangerous to health. In fast foods, inferior quality ingredients and, 
at times, very stale ingredients are used. In summer, these cooked stale foods develop 
fungus and germs, which gives rise to the danger of severe food poisoning or even death. 
In the United Arab Emirates where the quality of hotel food is considered to be very 
high, a critical article was published in the newspaper ‘Khaleej Times’ on 14 th August 
2004 which severely criticised fast food, especially pizza and other oily foods served in 
the hotels of the capital Abu Dhabi. According to the article, almost three or four such 
patients who have food poisoning as a result of eating pizza etc. are being admitted in 
most of the hospitals and clinics of Abu Dhabi every week. These patients have vomiting, 
diarrhoea, indigestion, fever, weakness and extreme fatigue. One doctor reports that 
three such patients who ate pizza visited him last week. One of the patients had to be 
hospitalised for two days. There are also other doctors who had presented their reports 
in this specific article and all concluded that, ‘Consuming pizzas and other market fast 
foods is tantamount to inviting diseases.’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! Use of fast foods, pizzas and other fried foods increases the 
cholesterol level in blood. High cholesterol levels harden and narrow blood vessels, 
increasing the risk of heart problems. If a patient is in the habit of smoking and has 
diabetes, there is a high risk of him suffering from stroke or a heart attack. If one wants 
to have a healthy body, it is very important to consume fresh and simple food and to 
maintain a proper body weight as this assists in reducing cholesterol levels and obesity. 

Story of consumer of pizza 

An Islamic brother has given the following statement: ‘I was a very thin and slim person. 
Before joining Dawat-e-Islami I had some modern friends. We used to compete for eating 
the most food and, in most cases, I used to win the competition. Despite excessive eating, 
my body was still thin. Then, due to my friendship with a keen consumer of pizza, I got 
into the habit of eating pizza and drinking pepsi. When I ate pizza for the first time, my 
weight was around 60 kg. Initially, I would eat pizza just once a month or once every two 
months but I gradually became so fond of it that I started eating pizza even twice a week. 
I would also drink either pepsi or coca-cola and enjoyed eating mayonnaise. Slowly my 
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weight began to increase and I was under the false impression that at last ‘Now I am 
getting healthy.’ Little did I realise that I was actually heading for my doom. I did not 
know that pizza was increasing cholesterol in my blood and slowly affecting my heart. 
My weight steadily increased till I was about 95 kg. I became obese and my stomach 
expanded outwards like a drum. The cholesterol level increased in my blood, making me 
suffer from some diseases permanently. 

j*sStdiiiLisJl! Fortunately, by the blessings of the Sunnah-Inspiring Madani environment 
of Dawat-e-Islami, I heard about the excellence of applying the Madani guard to the 
stomach in an Ijtima and made up my mind to decrease my daily food intake, 

By the blessing of eating less, I lost almost 5 kg of weight within a few days, and I now 
feel active and trim. As I often have to go on journeys, travelling has also become easy 
for me due to this reduction in my weight. As the Madani guard on the stomach improves 
the stomach and eradicates constipation etc., I have now been able to act upon the Madani 
In’am of remaining in the state of Wudu all the time. 

Barley bread is now prepared at my home. Please make Dua for me to attain 
steadfastness and for every Muslim to realize the importance of Madani guard of the 
stomach. 

As for pizza and other such foods, I am now of the opinion that getting someone into 
the habit of eating pizza or consuming drinks such as pepsi cola or coca-cola is, in actual 
fact, enmity in the disguise of friendship.’ 

Cure for obesity 

Developing the habit of eating less by means of the Madani guard on the stomach for the 
pleasure of Allah ds-A*- can protect you against obesity and many illnesses. How nice it 
would be if we could just give up excessive eating, following the advice of the Noble 
Prophet JUs fj's jus j* before it comes to going to hospitals and avoiding excessive 
eating on the advice of doctors! In this regard, the Noble Prophet jusiAi j* has 

stated, ‘Man does not fill any container worse than his stomach. A few morsels of food 
are sufficient to keep his back straight. If he cannot do so, then he should keep one third 
of his stomach for food, one third for water and one third for air.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 4, 
pp. 48, Hadis 3349) 
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Get your blood tested 

Those who are overweight are advised to get a lipid profile test done, which is a group of 
blood tests carried out for the diagnosis of heart diseases. These tests also comprise a test 
to check cholesterol levels. If the stomach is empty from fourteen hours before this test, 
the result will be more accurate. Also get diabetes tested. How nice it would be if one 
fasts for the pleasure of Allah and gets these tests done before sunset. Then, try to 
reduce weight as per your doctor’s advice. Those who are fit and healthy should also 
have this test done at least every six months so that one can avoid any illnesses before 
they appear. 

Remedy for obesity 

Vegetables (other than the ones causing flatulence like the potato etc.) are very beneficial 
to the reduction of weight. They should be boiled in water only, or for a single person, 
prepared with one teaspoon of olive oil. There is no harm in adding chillies, spices and 
turmeric. Everyone should have one gram of turmeric daily as it will protect against 
cancer, j«j£AijteT_&6i. One should consume at least one whole plate of vegetables everyday, 
prepared in the manner described above. If one wishes to eat bread or rice etc., then one 
should eat half of a flatbread or half a cup of rice boiled in water and a small piece of meat. 
If one wishes to eat a mango, he should eat only half a mango in a day. If one wishes to 
drink tea, he should drink the one prepared with skim milk without sugar, and if this is 
not possible, then he may add some artificial sweetener to his cup of tea with the advice 
of his doctor. If you do not have diabetes, add honey in place of sugar. One should often 
consume salads and cucumbers etc. 

The use of olive oil in every type of food would be very beneficial. (If you do not have 
olive oil, use a little amount of corn oil). Prior to eating, remove all clarified butter or oil 
that appears on the top of the food with a spoon in such a way that not a single drop 
remains in the plate. It is not permissible to throw away this oil or clarified butter without 
the permission of Shari’ah as it would lead to the sin of wasting. Reuse this clarified butter 
or oil. You should also refrain from eating rice, cow or goat-meat, every type of butter, 
egg-yolk, cake-pastries, chocolates, sweets, fried salty items, creamy items, sweet dishes, 
sweet delicacies, ice creams, cold drinks, pakoras, kebabs, and samosas. Avoid every fatty, 
oily and sweet food. 
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By refraining from these items, you would be able to reduce your weight and look fit and 
healthy, Food-charts are also available at clinics which you may follow to 

maintain your weight. It is better to first discuss (your condition) with your doctor before 
you attempt to reduce your weight. If possible, try to consult only one doctor because he 
would become familiar with your bodily conditions and would be able to treat you properly. 
If you keep changing doctors then each would treat you according to his knowledge and 
experience and you would become a medical experiment for each one. 

Four cures for constipation 

In the 2 nd volume of Qut-ul-Qulub (page 365), it is stated that if defecation (excretion of 
faeces) takes place within 6 hours of eating or it does not take place even after 24 hours, 
then this condition indicates an ill stomach. Arthritis (i.e. pain in joints) is caused by 
preventing the release of gas from the body. If the running water of a canal is restricted, 
it would certainly damage the canal’s banks. Similarly, if urine is not released, it would 
cause damage to the body. One should try to improve the digestive system or else it would 
be difficult to overcome obesity. Eat vegetables and fruits in abundance. Four cures for 
constipation are stated below: 

1. Eat four or five ripe guavas with seeds, or 

2. Eat a considerable amount of papaya. If Allah JsA*- wills, this will clean the stomach. 

3. Every 4 days one should eat 3 or 4 spoons of psyllium husk or a spoon of digestive 
powder with water. If Allah wills, this will clean the stomach. One should not 
consume psyllium husk or digestive powder every day as it then becomes ineffective. 

4. If your doctor permits, take one tablet of Gramex (metronidazole) 400 mg in the 
morning and one in the evening for five consecutive days every 2 or 3 months. You 
will find it to be very effective medicine for constipation, indigestion and other stomach 
illnesses. Whenever you intend to take this tablet, it is necessary to take it for five 
consecutive days. You may also take this tablet on an empty stomach. However, the 
best cure for indigestion is to apply the Madam guard to the stomach. 
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Medication for narcolepsy 4 

Add a spoon of honey to water (tepid water is more beneficial) and drink it on an empty 
stomach every morning regularly. If one is fasting, he should have this drink during 
Iftar. By doing this, he would be protected from obesity and many other 

diseases, especially stomach illnesses. In order to make it more beneficial, squeeze a whole 
or half a lemon onto this drink. If a person feels sleepy while studying or attending an 
Ijtima etc., then the above mentioned medication would prove to be an effective cure 
for this problem. 

Best cure for obesity 

The best means to protect oneself from obesity is to follow the remedy prescribed by the 
Healer of all healers, the Noble Prophet isSiAiJ* who has stated, ‘Hunger should 

be divided into three parts; one part (should be) for food, one for water and one for air.’ 
If one adopts this manner of eating he will never suffer from obesity, gas, flatulence, 
indigestion and constipation. 

Diseases caused by excessive eating 

Dear Islamic brothers! Not applying the Madam guard to the stomach and engaging in 
excessive eating often result in indigestion and constipation. A very famous proverb goes, 
‘Constipation is the mother of diseases.’ According to doctors, most diseases are caused 
by an ill stomach. There are twelve types of diseases caused by an upset stomach: 

1. Brain diseases. 

2. Eye diseases. 

3. Throat and tongue diseases. 

4. Chest and lung diseases. 

5. Paralysis of the face and other parts of the body. 

6. Numbness in the lower part of the body. 

7. Diabetes. 


* Narcolepsy is a medical condition in which a person undergoes extreme fatigue and suddenly feels sleepy ii 
the daytime. 
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8. High blood pressure. 

9. Brain haemorrhage. 

10. Psychological diseases like insanity etc. 

11. Liver and gall bladder diseases. 

12. Depression. 

Remedy to stay healthy 

Sayyiduna Ibn Salim has stated, ‘If a person eats dry wheat bread in a proper 

manner, he will not suffer from any disease except death.’ When asked as to what was 
meant by ‘manner’, he replied, ‘One should eat only when hungry and stop 

eating while still hungry.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 95) 

Signs of hunger 

It is a Sunnah not to eat if you are not hungry. Eating food without hunger at a fixed 
time or just due to the desire for food is not beneficial at all. Defining hunger, Hujjat-ul- 
Islam, Imam Muhammad Ghazali has stated, ‘The sign of hunger is that if 

one has a piece of bread in his hand, he should eagerly eat the bread without any 
accompaniment (gravy etc.). If the Nafs desires to eat only bread or desires gravy with 
bread, it indicates that one is only a little hungry.’ ( lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 97) 

Eating more than one’s appetite 

To eat more than one’s appetite is Haram. Here, ‘more’ refers to eating to such an extent 
that would cause indigestion or diarrhoea etc. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, vol. 16, pp. 30) 

Not everyone’s appetite is same 

Looking down on someone who eats excessively or forming an ill opinion about him is 
not permissible as eating to a full stomach is not a sin. Further, the amount of his 
(required) daily food intake may be more than others. As the sleep of a person may be 
different to another, i.e. one person becomes fresh and active by sleeping for only two 
hours, whereas another person may remain lazy and inactive even after sleeping for ten 
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hours, similarly, one person may become full by eating just one piece of bread while 
another person may remain hungry even after eating four or five pieces of bread. Therefore, 
if a person who normally eats five pieces of bread reduces his meal to three pieces of 
bread, obviously, he will be eating less than his hunger and would be considered to have 
outdone the person whose stomach becomes full by eating only a single piece of bread. 

One should look at his own deeds rather than looking at someone else, as this is certainly 
better for him in the world and the Hereafter. If we point one finger at someone, three 
fingers are automatically pointed at us. This indicates that we should reform ourselves 
instead of finding faults with others. 

Hurting feelings of one who eats in excess is Haram 

Without the permission of Shari’ah, hurting the feelings of the one who eats in excess is 
a grave sin and a Haram act that leads to Hell. Sometimes, a person eats excessively 
because of some compulsion; for instance, the patient suffering from the disease called 
‘Ju’ul Baqar’ (i.e. cow’s hunger) remains hungry even after eating a lot of food. Such a 
patient has to repeatedly eat even unwillingly as his hunger is not satisfied. Likewise, the 
one who suffers from stomach ulcers has to eat something repeatedly because his pain 
intensifies on an empty stomach. Anyway, if we see someone eat in excess, we must still 
have a positive opinion about him because eating less is preferable, but having an ill 
opinion about a Muslim is Haram. 

To drink a lot of water 

In extremely hot weather, if a person is very thirsty due to fasting and, at the time of 
Iftar, when cold water and sweet drinks are placed before him, leaving sweet drinks and 
drinking water in a small quantity so that even the thirst is not completely quenched for 
the pleasure of Allah is a good deed and an attribute of the pious. However, it is not 
a sin if a person drinks enough water so that his thirst is quenched. At times, excessive 
water is drunk for the cure of some diseases like kidney stones. 

Normally, it is extremely hard for Nafs to drink water after the thirst has been quenched. 
There is, however, a difference when it comes to Zamzam water. To look at this water 
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with the intention of worship is equivalent to attaining the reward of one year’s worship. 
Whoever drinks this blessed water and makes Du’a, his Du’a is accepted. (Ai-Maslak-ul- 
MutaqassitAl-Ma’ruf Manasik Al-Mulla ‘Alt Qarl, pp. 495) 

We should drink as much Zamzam water as possible with the intention of attaining 
reward. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, Shaykh Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zami 
has stated, ‘When you drink Zamzam, you should drink it in large amount 
(so that the stomach is full). It is stated in a Hadis that the difference between us and the 
hypocrites is that the hypocrites do not fill their stomach with Zamzam.’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, 
vol. 6, pp. 47) (Al-Mustadrak lil-Hakim, vol. 1, pp. 646, Hadis 1738) 

Walk a little 

After consulting a physiotherapist, everyone should do some light exercise every 
day according to his age. Doctors say that one should walk at least 150 steps after 
having dinner. It is my Madam suggestion to make a habit of reciting the Salat (Durud) 
Jp JUS Sill j-A) at least 40 times while walking. JSiA-icd, you will have walked 
more than 150 steps by the time you complete the recitation of Salat 40 times. 

Everyone should walk for at least an hour every day. Those who do not have a habit of 
walking should initially walk for about 12 minutes daily reciting the above-mentioned 
Salat 313 times. At the end, they should add JUJ HjUj ajIAAIJ ji Jpj one time. They 
would be able to cover a kilometre if they recite the Salat rather slowly. In this manner, 
they should develop the habit of walking five kilometres daily within thirty days. Islamic 
sisters should walk within their homes. Instead of sitting, they should also make it a 
habit to recite their Wazaif (i.e. invocations) while walking. Please act upon my suggestion 
and start walking or else, on the advice of your doctor, you may have to run carrying the 
burden of stress and depression. 
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Overburden 

In the last verse of part 3, Almighty Allah JmS*- says: 

Llftj cjiko 

‘Allah Js-sSi places not burden on any being but to the extent of his strength.’ 

[Kanz-ul-lman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 3, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 286) 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is absolutely no doubt that Allah JmS*- never overburdens 
anyone. Alas! How sad is the state of the greedy person who eats in excess at meals just 
for the pleasure of his Nafs and devours many other things during the day and night, 
overburdening his stomach. Obviously, if the person who can carry just 40 kg weight is 
overburdened with 100 kg weight, he will collapse. In the same way, there is a limit to 
the functions of the stomach. If someone overeats without chewing food properly, then 
how will his stomach be able to digest it? As a result, the entire digestive system will be 
badly affected. The stomach will become ill and begin to cause diseases in other parts of 
the body. As our Beloved Rasul j* has rightly stated, ‘The stomach is like a 

pond in the body and the veins are the streams which proceed towards this pond. If the 
stomach is healthy, the veins return with health and if the stomach is ill, the veins return 
with disease.’ (Shu'ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 66, Hadis 5796) 


I eat very little 

Some Islamic brothers who are either overweight or have stomach illnesses are heard 
saying that they eat very little. Some of them lie because of the hardness of their hearts 
while some say this due to their misconception. If we observe what they call ‘little eating’ 
we will come to know that their ‘little eating’ includes quite a lot of food. During breakfast, 
they eat eggs, bread, cereal, halvah and Puri and then during the day they consume a few 
cold drinks, ice creams, several cups of tea, biscuits, burgers, pieces of cake, few sweet 
delicacies etc. In this way, the real cause of their obesity and stomach problems is exposed. 
If someone’s stomach gets full by eating a little, he should also cut down on his food 
intake so that a little desire for hunger remains. In other words, an ant should cut down 
according to its weight and an elephant should cut down according to its weight. 
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Precautions of eating less 

1. If your father or mother commands you to eat until the stomach is full, you should 
obey their command. 

2. If you are an employee and eating less causes weakness and makes you less efficient 
at work, it is necessary to seek permission from your employer for eating less in 
this case. 

3. Similarly, if eating less creates an obstacle in acquiring or imparting Islamic knowledge, 
you should eat according to your needs. 

4. If you are eating with a guest and it seems that he may stop eating (in embarrassment) 
if you do, then you should continue to eat with him. 

5. If your host insists that you eat more and there are no obstacles and you are still a 
little hungry, you may eat a little as making a Muslim happy is a good deed. 

The Holy Prophet Jte 4* jiss has stated, ‘He who makes happiness enter a 
Muslim household, Allah does not like anything else for that person except 
Paradise.’ ( TabaranT SaghTr, vol. 2, pp. 51) 

(Jp (JUo aill q-JLiM (Jp 


Eating less is preferable but lying is Haram 

If you are a guest somewhere and your host insists that you eat more, but you do not 
want to eat anymore despite having hunger, so be cautious before replying. You should 
say, for example, ‘May Allah J«5*- bless you! May Allah J«5*- reward you! \j£- etc.’ 

Do not tell lies. Despite having hunger, some people tell lies on such occasions. Here 
are some examples of false statements, ‘I have eaten a stomach full’, ‘My stomach is 
full’, ‘No, no, there is no place in my stomach’, ‘I am telling the truth’, ‘I am not hungry 
at all.’ etc. 
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Bear in mind that lying is a major sin and a Haram act that could lead to Hell. We 
should be extremely cautious while treading on the path of Taqwa (asceticism). We must 
not be deceived by our Nafs into committing Haram deeds like ostentation, lying, having 
pride, disobedience to parents, belittling and having an ill opinion about Muslims just for 
fulfilling the Mustahab act of eating less. Remember that Nafs always induces everyone 
to do evil. The Holy Quran states: 



Without doubt, Nafs strongly commands bad deeds. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 13, Surah Yusuf, verse 53) 


We should make every possible effort to overcome our Nafs. Without doubt, there are 
glad tidings of Paradise for the person who overpowers his Nafs and succeeds in 
preventing it from evil desires. In this regard, the Holy Quran states: 



‘And he who feared standing in front of his Creator and prevented his Nafs from desires, 
without doubt, for him is Paradise.’ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah An-Nazi’at, verse 40, 41) 

What is Nafs? 

If you have made up your mind to attain the blessings of hunger by applying the Madam 
guard to your stomach for the pleasure of Allah J«3s then remember that you will be 
strongly opposed by your Nafs. Controlling the Nafs is not easy. In this regard, Sayyiduna 
Bayazid Bistami has stated, ‘Nafs is such an attribute which is not satisfied 

(with anything) but evil.’ (In other words, Nafs is happy only with evil). Sayyiduna 
Sulayman Daranl has stated, ‘Opposing the Nafs is the most virtuous deed.’ 

(Kashf-ul-Mahjiib, pp. 395-396) 
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Better than one year’s worship 

Sayyiduna Sulayman DaranI has stated, ‘Abandoning a desire from the desires 

of Nafs is more beneficial to the heart than fasting and remaining awake (in worship) for 
the entire year.’ (Jazb-ul-Qulub, vol. 2, pp. 336) 




Baby fox 


Some saints have seen their Nafs in physical form. In this regard, Sayyiduna Muhammad 
‘Alyan Naswl has narrated, ‘In the beginning, when I realised the harms of 

Nafs, I felt an intense hatred towards it. One day, an animal in the shape of a baby fox 
suddenly came out of my throat. Almighty Allah jsA*- made me identify it and I became 
aware that it was my own Nafs. I immediately chased after it and began to stamp on 
it with my feet. To my utter amazement, the more I struck, the bigger it got. I said, 
‘O Nafs! Everything is destroyed by pains and wounds, yet you are growing to the 
contrary.’ It replied, ‘I am quite different to others. The things which are harmful to others 
delight me and the things which delight others are harmful to me.’ (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 407) 

We live to eat 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how difficult it is to overpower Nafs? Despite 
difficulties, we should endeavour to control it. One of the ways of controlling Nafs is to 
do the opposite of what it desires. For example, if it demands you to eat delicious food or 
eat until you are full, you should not obey it. Only eat what you need. A great saint, Data 
Ganj Bakhsh Sas? has stated, ‘Hunger is the food of the Siddlqin and a path of 

Suluk for the Murid (disciple). Previously, people used to eat to survive, yet you live to 
eat.’ (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 605) 

Patient became doctor 

It is narrated that once Sayyiduna Shaykh Khuwajah Mahbub-e-Ilahl Nizamuddln Auliya 
fell seriously ill. His disciples told him that there was a pundit in the area who 
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could cure people very quickly by reading some incantations. They asked for permission 
to take him to the pundit. He ■ssfeJisSsAiias? replied that he would never go to an unbeliever 
for any treatment. His condition worsened and he fell unconscious. The disciples took 
him to the same pundit. When the pundit read some incantations and blew on the great 
Shaykh, he immediately regained consciousness and recovered from illness. 

When he found himself well, he asked the pundit, ‘How did you attain this expertise?’ 
The pundit replied, ‘I have promised my teacher that I would always do the opposite of 
what my Nafs desires. Therefore, whenever I wish to drink cold water, I drink hot water. 
When I wish to eat rice, I eat bread. In this way, I have attained expertise by continuously 
opposing my Nafs.’ 

The great Shaykh then asked him, ‘Tell me, does your Nafs permit you to become a 
Muslim?’ He replied in the negative. The great Shaykh then said, ‘If it is prohibiting you 
from becoming a Muslim, then according to your principle, you should become a Muslim 
by opposing your Nafs.’ 

These effective words of the great Shaykh had such an intense impact on the heart of the 
pundit that he said spontaneously, ‘I repent of my unbelief and become a Muslim.’ He 
then recited the Kalimah and became a Muslim. 

Ai/o^sS\, the pundit cured Khuwajah Nizamuddln Auliya physically and 

the Shaykh toh* cured him spiritually in return. He cured the body of the great 

Shaykh and the great Shaykh cured his soul. He cured the external bodily illness of the 
great Shaykh, and the great Shaykh cured his inner illness of Kufr (unbelief). 




Cancer of gums 

In addition to decreasing the intake of food, those who are habitual consumers of tea 
and Pan (betel) should also reduce their consumption of the aforementioned items. Let 
it not be that you reduce the intake of food, but your Nafs begins to deceive you into 
consuming tea and Pan in excess. Tea is harmful to the kidneys. It is safer to give up the 



Excellence of Hunger 


469 


habit of eating Pan, lime and scented aniseed and betel nut. Those who constantly chomp 
on these items are prone to cancer of throat, gums and mouth. Due to the excessive use 
of Pan, the mouth becomes red and, if the gums begin to bleed or fill with pus, then this 
causes the blood and pus to go into the stomach unnoticed. Perhaps, these people will 
only realise this danger when, Allah J«5£ forbids, they suffer from any lethal disease. 


Danger of fake Kattha 

It is highly likely that Kattha is not produced in Pakistan. The greedy people who do not 
care about the detrimental consequences of misdeeds in the world and Hereafter add the 
colour used in leather-dyeing to sand and sell it as Kattha. As a result, Pan eaters in 
Pakistan become victims and suffer from various diseases. 

Taste on tongue and throat only 

The taste of food lasts just for a few seconds whether it is a simple barley bread or a 
buttered one. As soon as the morsel goes down the throat, the taste of that morsel ends. 
When a person eats in excess, he feels the taste of food only for a few seconds on his 
tongue but he may have to face its long lasting religious and worldly harms. If somebody 
ponders calmly, he will realize that facing prolonged accountability in the Hereafter and 
embracing chronic and lethal diseases just for a few minutes of pleasure is not a wise act. 
Therefore, it is safer and better to eat less by applying the Madam guard to the stomach. 
Sayyiduna Abu Darda &£• Jts 1A1 has said, ‘Fulfilment of a desire for a few moments’ 
pleasure causes prolonged grief.’ 

Reality of delicious food 

Ponder for a moment. If the delicious aromatic morsel which makes the mouth water 
and is eaten with joy and pleasure, suddenly comes out of the stomach due to vomit, will 
anybody like to even look at it? This is the reality of that delicious morsel. This point can 
further be elaborated with the help of the following parable. 


* A thick brown liquid used in Pan. 
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Thought-provoking story 

Once a public toilet was being cleaned and the human faeces was scattered in some part 
of that area. People were quickly walking past it placing handkerchiefs on their noses. 
All of a sudden, the faeces spoke; ‘O you who are running away! Do you not recognise 
who I am? I am the one for which you worked so hard. You prepared me with extreme 
care and consumed me with immense relish. You also hid me in your bellies. How 
regretful that your little company has turned me into this disgusting state. Why are you 
running away from me? I am your delicious Biryani; I am your oily bread; I am your 
tasty Qaurmah...’ 

Facts making us realize our reality 

Dear Islamic brothers! There are grave lessons to be learnt from the aforementioned 
parable. The more delicious the food is, the worse its consequences are. The more 
flavoursome and oily food man eats, the more smelly and disgusting his waste is. To the 
contrary, the waste of the animals that merely eat grass is far less filthy than that of a 
human being. Perhaps, on reading or listening to this text, some people may become 
infuriated or feel disgusted. I would say to them that their anger is useless. Their anger 
also has a lesson for them. 

Calmly ponder on the fact that in spite of being sinners, we brag and show off without 
even thinking about our reality. We are so despicable that even the most delicious foods 
turn into a disgusting and foul smelling waste owing to remaining in our stomach for a 
short while. Even we resent the mentioning of it. 

Seeing someone walk arrogantly, Sayyiduna Taus said to him, ‘This should 

not be the gait (the manner of walking) of the person whose stomach is full of filth.’ 
Sayyiduna Mutarrif once saw Muhallab, the commander of the army of Hajjaj 

Bin Yusuf. Muhallab, dressed in clothes made of silk, was walking arrogantly. Seeing him, 
Sayyiduna Mutarrif objected. Muhallab looked at him and asked, ‘Do you not 

know who I am?’ The great saint replied, ‘I know you very well. In the beginning, you 
were an unclean droplet (semen) and at the end you will be a rotten corpse and everyone 
knows that you are walking carrying filth in your belly.’ When Muhallab heard these 
frank and blunt sentences, he became embarrassed and immediately stopped walking 
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arrogantly. Sayyiduna Mus’ab Bin Zubayr zz-j&Mc&f has stated, ‘It is astonishing that man 
indulges in vanity whereas he has twice come out of the place of urine.’ 


(jp (judi iiii q T z r ^-\ jp ijlvs 


Do you want to eat less? 

If you would like to remain steadfast in applying the Madam guard to your stomach, i.e. 
eating less, then act upon my Madam suggestions which will prove to be very beneficial, 
j* 1 % aIiiA—& 6i. Make up your mind according to the advice given by Hujjat-ul-Islam, 
Imam Muhammad Ghazall Therefore, he jiaSsii^ has stated, ‘Eating 

food to a full stomach is one of the causes of severity in accountability in the Hereafter 
and torment at the time of death.’ He has further stated, ‘Eating in abundance 

causes the rewards to decrease in the Hereafter. Hence the pleasure will decrease in the 
Hereafter equal to the pleasure you attain in the world.’ (Minhaj-ul-Abidin, pp. 94) 

Food and drink of people of Hell 

Dear Islamic brothers! Ignoring such horrific matters for a few moments of pleasures of 
the tongue is not a wise act. It is safer to apply the Madam guard to stomach by reducing 
the intake of food. If one desires eating delicious cuisine, having cold drinks and thus 
stuffing himself, he should recall the terrible food and drink of the people of Hell, which 
has been prepared for the unbelievers. 

Describing the food of the dwellers of Hell, Almighty Allah JsAs- says in part 25, Surah 
Ad-Dukhan, verse 43 to 46: 

© ,* 4 ' © q£$\ 4 & © 0\ jiui © &\ 

Verily, the tree of Zaqqum (cactus) is the food of the sinners. Like molten copper, it boils in 
the bellies. Like the boiling of scalding water. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 25, Surah Ad-Dukhan, verses 43 to 46) 
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Pertaining to the drink of the people of Hell, Almighty Allah J«5£ says in part 26, Surah 
Muhammad, verse 15: 



And they will be made to drink boiling water so that it would cut their intestines into pieces. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Surah Muhammad, verse 15) 

Bowl of poison 

Mughis Bin Sami as-dtSshiG*? has stated that when someone will be brought into Hell, he 
will be told to wait until he is given a gift. He will then be given a bowl of snake poison. 
When he brings it close to his face, the flesh and bones of his face will cut into pieces and 
fall. (Al-budur-us-Safirahfil-Umur-il-Akhirah, pp. 442) 

Severe accountability for luxuries 

If there is a consensus amongst all the members of the family, then reduce the quantity 
of spices and oil used in the food by half. There is a possibility that the food will become 
less tasty - when the flavour is less appealing, one will be less inclined to eat. In this 
manner, it would become easier to apply the Madam guard to the stomach and eat less. 
On the Day of Judgement, there will be no accountability for the simple piece of bread 
which was consumed to satisfy hunger. 

Remember! The more delicious food one will eat, the more severe its accountability will 
be on the Day of Judgement. For example, accountability of a simple dish like Khichrl 1 
would be relatively easier than that of a tasty food like BiryanI 2 . Further, the thing which 
a person likes more will be considered a big bounty for him. For example, if a person 
likes Khichrl more than BiryanI, then Khichrl will be considered a bigger bounty for him 
- thus (in this case) the accountability of Khichrl will be more severe as compared to 
BiryanI. Likewise, the accountability of cold water in comparison to the ordinary one 

1 A very simple food made of rice, lentils, salt and some oil. 

2 A sub-continental cuisine made with rice, oil, meat or chicken and spices. 
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(not cold), and that of delicious food in comparison with simple one, will be more severe. 
Similarly, the accountability of hot food will be severe compared to the cold one. As cold 
food becomes tasteless and our Nafs also does not like it, its accountability will not be 
severe. We will be asked about every bounty on the Day of Judgement. 




Three questions about every favour 

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall jtdi An has stated that three questions 

would be asked about everything: 

1. How did you attain it? 

2. Where did you spend it? 

3. With what intention did you spend it? 


(Minhaj-ul-'Abidin, pp. 100) 


In the last verse of Surah At-Takasur, Allah says: 


Then, undoubtedly, you will surely be asked about the favours that day. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 


Dear Islamic brothers! By Allah fortunate are those who follow Sunnah despite facing 
poverty and adverse conditions compared to those who are lost in their wealth and have 
worldly authority. In the Hereafter, successful is he who is obedient to Allah Js-sS^ and 
His Prophet J* in spite of facing destitution, sickness and calamities. Listen 

to an admonitory narration and learn some lesson. 
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Dive in Hell 

Sayyiduna Anas has narrated that the Holy Prophet jtSiisij* has stated, 

‘On the Day of Judgement, an unbeliever who possessed untold bounties in the world 
will be brought. It will be ordered to submerge him into fire. Therefore, he will be dipped 
into fire and will then be asked, ‘O so and so! Were you ever endowed with bounties?’ 
He will reply, ‘No, I was never endowed with any bounty.’ After this, the Muslim who 
faced the most difficulties and trying circumstances in the world will be brought. It will 
be ordered to submerge him into Paradise. Therefore, he will be submerged into Paradise 
and will then be asked, ‘Did you ever face any trouble and hardship?’ He will reply, ‘No, 
I never faced any trouble and hardship.’ (Sunan ibnMajah, vol. 4, pp. 530, Hadis 4321) 

The foregoing narration makes it clear that Hell is so terrifying that a mere dip in Hell 
will make the person forget all the attraction, luxuries and the comforts of the world and 
he would think that he spent his worldly life in difficulties and troubles. On the other 
hand, a mere immersion in Paradise is so pleasant and delightful that the person will 
forget all his troubles and grief of the world and he would think that he never faced any 
predicament. 




How to develop habit of eating less? 

If the person who is accustomed to excessive eating suddenly starts eating less and applies 
the Madam guard to his stomach, he may well become weak and, resultantly, give up 
hope. What one should do is to reduce the amount of food gradually. For example, if a 
person who eats 12 breads a day wants to reduce his intake by half, he should break 12 
breads into 60 pieces and reduce one piece every day. He will be eating 59 pieces the first 
day, 58 the next and so on. If he persistently continuous to do so, he will succeed in 
reducing his intake from 12 breads to six within a month without experiencing any 
weakness, JLHfCs&i. If someone eats only rice, he can also reduce his food in the same 
way by diminishing one spoon daily. 
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Be wary, you should not be deceived by your Nafs when you go to any wedding feast etc. 
or any delicious food is placed before you. On such occasions, your Nafs will try its best 
to make you eat in excess suggesting that you can continue eating less the next day. If 
you yield to your Nafs’ demands, it will be difficult for you to remain steadfast. No matter 
how delicious and tempting the food placed before you is, if you stick to your regimen, 
you will be successful. However, if you ate a little more on an occasion after you have 
become steadfast in eating less, then occasionally eating a little more would not prove to 
be an obstacle in returning to your habit of eating less, 


Specify portion of your food 

One should specify his share of food prior to eating such as half a bread, a quarter plate 
of rice, seven pieces of squash, one or two small pieces of meat, a small piece of potato 
and three (table) spoons of gravy. After eating the specified amount of food, one should 
no longer eat anything no matter how hungry he is. If possible, take your specified 
amount of food in a separate plate before eating; this is probably the most efficient way 
of applying the Madam guard to the stomach. If you have taken more food into your 
plate due to the desire of your Nafs, put the extra amount of food back in the dish. 

Once you have taken your fixed amount of food, then do not take more food no matter 
how strong your desire is, otherwise, Nafs will demand you to eat more things. Nafs, for 
instance, will say, ‘take one more piece of meat or potato; have one more spoon of rice etc.’ 
Be cautious on special occasions as well. If the one who has not yet become habitual of 
applying the Madam guard to his stomach keeps taking a little amount of food from the 
dish repeatedly, as is the custom these days, then his Nafs may deceive him into excessive 
eating by making him forget his specified amount of food. 

If many people are eating together in the same platter, and the environment is also 
appropriate, such as the environment of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam Qafilah or that of 
Jami’a-tul-Madlnah - then the Islamic brother or the student of Jami’a-tul-Madlnah 
desiring to apply the Madam guard to stomach should take his specified amount of food 
from the platter in his own clay-plate according to Madam In’amat, but should still eat 
sitting with others. If others resent it, then he should eat with them in their platter. 
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Therefore, the most appropriate method is to specify the number of morsels. For example, 
if someone is habitual of eating 12 morsels, he can easily eat his specified 12 morsels while 
sitting with others counting the number of morsels inwardly. 

You can mix your food prior to eating 

If there are various varieties of food like bread, gravy, rice, samosas etc., it is also possible 
to take a little quantity of each item and mix all of them together prior to eating. In this 
way, the flavour of the food may decrease, which will somewhat help in overcoming 
Nafs but one should be cautious in mixing food in a public gathering. However, if the 
gathering has been hosted by an Islamic brother of the Madam environment and it is 
obvious that mixing the food will not cause resentment in the heart of the host and there 
is no fear of ostentation as well, then there is no harm in mixing the food. It is better that 
an Islamic brother ask the host to allow all the guests to eat as they like. If the host grants 
permission, the guests can eat in any way they prefer. Someone once told me (the author) 
that he saw a person who took a small portion of various types of food and mixed all of 
them prior to eating. People expressed surprise at this; he replied that all the food would 
eventually mix in his stomach, so he had mixed the food beforehand. 

Method of eating less in presence of others 

One of the ways of avoiding the insistence of the host and ostentation in the presence of 
others is to eat small morsels with three fingers chewing them properly. Always try to act 
upon these Sunnahs. In wedding feasts etc., people often eat quickly; they are normally 
so engrossed in eating that nobody will probably notice you. Even then, if you feel that 
perhaps you will finish earlier than others, you should suck the bones. In this way, you 
will hopefully finish with others. If somebody eats less in the presence of others because 
of ostentation so that people consider him as a pious person, it is a Haram act that may 
lead him to Hell. It is extremely important to refrain from ostentation. The Holy Prophet 
JUs^b-sMsSiiii J* has said, ‘Allah does not accept the deed in which there is ostentation 

equal to (the amount of) even a particle.’ (AttarghTb Wattarkb, vol. 1, pp. 87) 

There is no harm in revealing a good deed with the righteous intention of inspiring 
others (to do the same) such as expressing gratitude for a divine bounty. Similarly, if 
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religious leaders, teachers and Shuyukh reveal their deed in the presence of their followers, 
students and disciples respectively with the same intention, it is also permissible. However, 
one should carefully ponder whether the objective is to inspire others and express gratitude 
or not. If the intention of impressing others with piety exists even in the depths of the 
heart, it is an act of ostentation that may lead to Hell. 

Sincerity is key to acceptance 

Eating food to a full stomach throughout life is not a sin, but a single act of ostentation 
in the whole life is a sin, which can lead to Hell. If a person eats less in the presence of 
others, giving the impression as if he has applied the Madam guard to his stomach, but 
when he reaches his home he devours various types of foods like a hungry lion - such a 
person is an outright show-off (ostentatious) and is worthy of Hell. Without doubt, wise 
is he who eats in the company of others in such a way that nobody notices his less eating 
and maintains the Madam guard to his stomach at his home and other places. Every 
deed should be performed just for the pleasure of Allah as sincerity is the key to 
acceptance. 

Trial for those that eat less 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is possible that one will face many trials as a result of applying 
the Madam guard to the stomach, i.e. making a habit of eating less. In the beginning, 
you may become weak and peevish. Some ‘well-wishers’ may well try to talk you out of 
it, whereas others may frighten you of the impending weakness; thus psychologically 
stressing you out. Moreover, hunger and desire for food may further increase because of 
quick digestion of food due to improvement in the digestive system by the blessing of 
eating less. Further, the aroma of the food being cooked anywhere will make your mouth 
water and you may yield to excessive eating. Likewise, you may face a tough trial, 
especially in the month of Ramadan at the time of Iftar due to extreme hunger and 
thirst, when you will be seeing different types of delicious aromatic foods prepared at 
your home. Similarly, you will find it very difficult to resist the desire of eating on the 
occasion of Eid-ul-Adha when roasted and aromatic meat will be placed before you. But, 
despite all these trials and tests, you should never lose your courage and determination. 
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Always remember the following Hadis of the Holy Prophet jtsSaisi j*, ‘The best 

worship is the one in which there is more hardship.’ (Kashf-ul-Khifa, vol. 1, pp. 175) 


(Jp (JUo alll c-JLiM iff* l^Lszs 


Eat less for forty days consecutively 

It is also possible that you will succeed in applying the Madam guard to your stomach 
for a few days, but you may begin to eat excessively again. You should not give up hope 
if it happens. You should continue to persevere with the Madam guard on your stomach. 
If your habit of less-eating ever breaks, resume it with new spirit. For example, make the 
intention of applying the Madam guard to your stomach for seven days in relation to the 
seven letters of ‘UJI p_L>. In the same manner, apply the Madam guard to the stomach 
for twelve days in relation to 12 th Rabf-ul-Awwal, 15 days in relation to the month of 
Sha’ban and thirty days in Ramadan. 

Make an effort to eat less for forty consecutive days. J“djifC-a &], by doing this, you 
would be blessed with attaining steadfastness in this deed, as Sayyiduna Wahb Bin 
Munabbeh has stated, ‘If a person makes a habit of doing something for forty 

days, Allah Js-sS^ makes that habit a part of his nature.’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 243) 




Steadfastness in less-eating 

At times, offer two Rak’at Nafl Salah with the intention of Salat-ul-Hajat and make Du’a 
to attain steadfastness in applying the Madam guard to the stomach and to get rid of the 
greed for food. Study this chapter of ‘Faizan-e-Sunnat’, ‘Excellence of Hunger every month 
or when you have the desire of eating in excess. Also go through the third volume of 
Ihya-ul-Ulum which deals with the troubles of filling the stomach with food. It would be 
very beneficial. It should also be kept in mind that applying the Madam guard to the 
stomach will seem difficult only for the few initial days, especially when food is present 



Excellence of Hunger 


479 


on the dining-mat. When the dining-mat is removed, desire for food will also vanish. Once 
you have persistently applied the Madani guard to your stomach and have experienced 
its benefits, you will not like to eat in excess. (Remember) After difficulty, there is ease. 
Allah says in Surah Alam Nashrah, verses 5 and 6: 

l @ rJ j"—« q \ (^} (jli 

So, without doubt, there is ease with hardship. Without doubt, there is ease with hardship. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Alam Nashrah, verse 5, 6) 


Bitter advice 

Those who have a Madani mindset will make sincere efforts to apply the Madani guard 
to their stomach, If they are determined, they will come up with appropriate 

and practicable ways to succeed. As for those who suffer from the disease of‘Ju’ul Kalb 1 ’ 
or have greed for food, even dozens of books and numerous speeches are insufficient for 
them. Advice in the form of this written material would skim over their heads; they 
would turn a deaf ear to it and would not bother to ponder with a calm mind. Further, 
there is a great possibility that they might even criticize the very idea of applying the 
Madani guard of the stomach. For such people, a saint has rightly said, ‘When the person 
whose stomach is full is advised, his mind refuses to accept.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 178) 

Such a person is paving the way for Satan and Nafs to tempt him with new tastes and 
flavours. Such people purchase books of various recipes to learn how to prepare delicious 
and extravagant cuisine. They repeatedly munch on food and then have to use the lavatory. 
They become fat and overweight. Such people also waste a lot of money in doctors’ fees 
and medicine whereas they themselves possess the cure for their illnesses. If they apply 
the Madani guard to their stomach they could get rid of illnesses, medications and 
doctors’ fees. However, the unwise people who ‘live to eat’ instead of ‘eating to live’ will 
never be able to live a healthy life. 


1 An Arabic expression used for those who are always hungry and look for things to chomp on. Its literal meaning 
is ‘hungry as a dog’. 
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O Allah J*sfc! For the sake of the blessed stones tied to the blessed stomach of Your 
Beloved Prophet j* due to extreme hunger, bless us with the gifts of less- 

eating, less-sleeping and less-speaking. For the sake of the hunger of the companions 
jisadLii and the Auliya bless all of us with graceful hunger and Madani 

guard for our stomach. 


Ilahi JmK' Payt ka Qufl-e-Madinah kar ‘ata ham ko 
Karam say istiqamat ka khazinah kar ‘ata ham ko 


Enable us to apply Madani guard to our stomach, O Allah JAW 
Bless us with the treasure of steadfastness, O Allah 


USdilji ; \Jr (jL?I 
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Oww* 3 5^ ^ yi S\ j oj d—Lj o*-*-^-5^ 

q-^-j>-JJ\ d—Lj^ j*-~*-t ^>-J-^ qK I Jz. )\ Q—f aJJ Lj i^_c-Li lX X,^ LSa \ 


52 Parables 


1 . Feast at home of Sayyiduna Jabir ^ ii»i 

Sayyiduna Jabir ^Jissahi one of the renowned companions, has narrated: During the 
battle of Khandaq, while we were digging the trench, a big boulder was unearthed. The 
companions approached the Holy Prophet JE@-dbs«fejtrf*hiJ* and told him that they had 
encountered a very hard boulder. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet *db <«fe Jta &i>i J* 
replied, I am coming (into the trench). The Holy Prophet JUs^bssfcjisSsiiiJ* then rose. He 
had stones bound to his blessed stomach. We also had not eaten anything 
for three days. The Noble Rasul M » «db jus iAi J* then took a pickaxe and struck the 

boulder, breaking it into pieces and turning it into a heap of sand. I said, ‘O the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet JUs-jbsjfejts&iiiJ*! Please give me permission to go home.’ 

On arriving home, I said to my wife that I could no longer bear to see the Noble Prophet 
JUs-jbssfc JtsSiii j* in this starving condition. Do you have anything to eat? She replied that 
there was some barley and a small goat. I slaughtered the little goat, kneaded the barley 
(into dough) and started cooking the food. When the food and breads were about to be 
prepared, I approached the Beloved and Blessed Prophet Jss*i\s*& J* and said, ‘O the 
Noble Prophet jus ahi j*! I have a little food; please come along with a few 

companions.’ He JUs *su Jits dbi J* asked, ‘How much food is there?’ I told him the 
quantity of food. He J* replied, ‘The food is delicious and sufficient.’ He 

j* then said, ‘Tell (her) neither to open the pot nor to remove the bread 
from the oven until I arrive.’ The Holy Prophet J&askz&jksiiii J* ordered the companions 
Jjiss iiii to accompany him. I went to my house and told my wife, ‘May you be 
blessed, the Holy Prophet JUs^bssfcjfaSiii J* is coming to our home with the Muhajirin, the 
Ansar and some other people.’ She asked whether the Holy Prophet jtsSii! J* 

asked about the quantity of food, I replied, ‘yes.’ 
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After a short while, the Noble Prophet JUs dLii J* arrived and ordered the 

companions to enter the house without causing a crowd. Then, the Holy Prophet 
JUs«abssfc himself began to break the bread with his own blessed hands and place 

meat on it. Whenever he J* took any bread or meat, he JtsSiisi J* 

immediately closed the oven and the pot and distributed the food among the companions. 
He JUs-tfb continued to take meat from the pot and bread from the oven till 

every companion ate to full stomach, but the food still remained. He JUs*jbs*fc Jtssaiii J* 
then said to me, ‘Eat and give people (this food) as a gift because people are hungry.’ 
(Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 5, pp. 55, Hadis 4101) 

May Allah 3zs'¥- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable clearly indicates that the Holy Prophet 
JUs-jdbssfcJtsSaiiiJ* adopted intentional hunger. On one hand, he JUs-ab-sfe j* tied stones 
to his blessed stomach due to hunger and, on the other hand, he J* fed a 

large number of companions with just a little amount of food. 

There are thousands of Madam pearls in this Prophetic miracle 1 . One of these pearls is 
that our Holy Prophet JUs-ab-sfe J* is not helpless. By the grace of Allah Js-At, he 
possesses the treasures of both worlds and has the authority to distribute 

them. 

The aforementioned Madam parable also highlights the spirit and passion of the 
companions for spreading the ‘call to righteousness’ despite facing severe hardships and 
starvation even by binding stones on their blessed stomachs. We, on the other hand, are 
not prepared to bear even a little difficulty in the path of Allah Js-sft despite having all 
conveniences and comforts. Without doubt, no Prophet will come now. It is now the 
duty of the Muslims to invite others towards righteousness. By Allah Js-sf^! Today the 
condition of the Muslims has been very miserable. When a true devotee of Islam sees the 
empty Masajid, his heart sheds tears of blood. Here is an admonitory parable in this 
respect. 

1 Prophetic miracle means Mu’jizah. 
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2. Madam Qafilah inhabited Masjid 

An Islamic brother has stated our Madani Qafilah travelled from Bab-ul-Madlnah (Karachi) 
to Punjab for twelve days in order to learn and spread Sunnah. When we arrived in the 
town of Sohawa, we discovered that the Masjid where we were to stay was closed. After 
obtaining the key and opening the Masjid, we noticed that everything was full of dust. It 
looked as if the Masjid had been closed for a very long time. 

JwifJUAisJn We all cleaned the Masjid and then visited the town calling the folks towards 
righteousness and pleading them to come to the Masjid. Regretfully, no one came to the 
Masjid because of the lack of our sincerity. We, however, did not give up hope. With our 
trust in Allah J«St, we entered a nearby playground where we anxiously gave an invitation 
to the youngsters who were busy playing. &a* 21! Their hearts softened and some of 
them accompanied us to the Masjid on the spot. They offered Salah and listened to the 
Sunnah-Inspiring speech. At our request, they also made the intention of coming to the 
Masjid regularly. Looking at this faith-refreshing scene, an approximately 70-year-old man 
said, ‘I used to advise people to come to the Masjid but they turned a deaf ear. 

Today people have once again started attending the Masjid regularly and offering Salah 
due to the blessing of the Madani Qafilah.’ 


3. Eighty companions ^ ii>' &i and a little food 

Sayyiduna Anas has narrated that Sayyiduna Abu Talhah once came home and 

told Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Sulaym jus ‘I have heard the low voice of the Holy 
Prophet which indicates his extreme hunger. Do you have anything to 

eat?’ She replied that she had a few pieces of barley bread. She wrapped them in a part of her 
scarf and placed it under my (Sayyiduna Anas’) clothing and covered me with the other 
part of the scarf. Then, she sent me to the Holy Prophet JUs-aWsjtsSaiii J*. When I reached 
the Masjid, I saw that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet was sitting with a 

large group of people. I also stood over there. Seeing me, the Holy Prophet JUs-jirtsssfejusiiiJ* 
asked (revealing the knowledge of Ghayb), ‘Did Abu Talhah as-jussiii^ send you?’ I replied, 
‘Yes, Ya Rasulallah J JUs«jdb s s&Jus*iii J*.’ ‘For food?’ He jus&iii j* further asked. I 

replied, ‘Yes! O Beloved Prophet JUs«db<sfejusi The Holy Prophet JUs^ibssfejussbi J* then 
asked his companions to accompany him and I began to walk ahead of them till I reached 
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the house and informed Sayyiduna Abu Talhah t&jks&ote of the situation. Sayyiduna Abu 
Talhah said, ‘O Umm-e-Sulaym The Noble Prophet laatiij* 

is coming along with many people. We do not have enough food to serve all of them.’ 
She replied, ‘Allah and His Prophet know better.’ 

Sayyiduna Abu Talhah iajtsJaii o*? went and took the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor 
of Ummaii to his house. The Holy Prophet said, ‘O Umm-e- 

Sulaym (tjs&jtsSiiiics*?)! Bring whatever you have.’ She presented the same pieces of bread. 
On the instruction of the Holy Prophet Jx s^b-sMtsSaisi j*, the breads were broken up. 
Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Sulaym poured some clarified butter on breads which 

was used as gravy. The Holy Prophet JUs«sj* then read what Allah willed 
and blew on them. He JUs^bssfeJitaaiii J* then said, ‘Let ten of them enter.’ Therefore, ten 
entered, ate the bread till their stomach became full and then left. He JUs-dhssfe jfaSsbi j* 
ordered again, ‘Call another ten.’ Another ten came, ate and left. He JUs-ab-sfejisSabi j* kept 
calling companions in the group of ten until all of them ate and their hunger was satisfied. 
There were about seventy or eighty companions. (Sahih Muslim, vol. 2, pp. 178, Hadis 2040) 

According to another narration, ten would enter and ten would exit until none of them 
remained hungry, and all of them ate till they were full. When the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet J* finally gathered the food, the amount of food was the same as 

was in the beginning. 

Another narration says, ten companions ate food at a time until all the eighty companions 
ate. After this, the Holy Prophet JUaJ* and the household consumed food but it 
still remained. In another narration, it is also stated that the remaining food was given to 
the neighbours. (Sahih. Muslim, vol. 2, pp. 178, Hadis 2040) 

May Allah Js-sfs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (JUo alii L r *lx£-\ <Jp l^Lszs 


Dear Islamic brothers! This was indeed the miracle of the Holy Prophet J* 

that no reduction took place in the apparent small amount of food despite 80 companions’ 
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eating it. How great is the status of the Holy Prophet Jta*ii J* that he remains 

hungry himself but makes his devotees eat innumerable foods. There is a faith-refreshing 
Hadis. Therefore, he JUs jiss aLi j* said, ‘Allah J«5£- bestows and I distribute.’ 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 30, Hadis 71) 


4. Gigantic fish 

Sayyiduna Abu ‘Abdullah Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah xzjkseii has narrated: The Holy Prophet 
once sent us to do Jihad against the Quraysh. There were a total of 300 
Muslim Mujahidin whose commander was Sayyiduna Abu ‘Ubaydah Bin Jar rah xzj&etii&v. 
We were given a small sack of dates as our provisions for the journey. Sayyiduna Abu 
‘Ubaydah used to give each one of us a single date every day. 

When he was asked as to how they used to survive on merely a single date every day, he 
replied that they used to suck the date as a little child does and drink water thereafter. 
This was sufficient for the entire day and night. He goes onto say, we would make the 
tree leaves (which the camels eat) fall with our spears, soak them in water and then eat 
the leaves. 

While passing through the seashore, we saw a huge thing from afar like a sand dune. 
When we approached it, we discovered that it was a dead fish. Sayyiduna Abu ‘Ubaydah 
said, ‘This is dead (and we cannot eat it)’ but then he added, ‘No, we have been 
sent by the Holy Prophet and are travelling in the path of Allah You 

people are also suffering from severe hunger; therefore, you may eat this.’ We survived 
on that fish for a month, we were three hundred and all of us became energetic and 
active. We would carve large amounts of fat from its eye cavity. We also cut buffalo-sized 
pieces of flesh from the fish. The eye cavity of the fish was so large that Sayyiduna Abu 
‘Ubaydah made thirteen of us sit within this cavity (and we all sat in it). We 

took one of its ribs and made it stand like a bow, then put the saddle on a large camel’s 
back; the rib of the fish was so huge that the camel passed beneath the rib without 
touching it. We also took some dry meat with us as provisions for the journey (ahead). 

When we arrived in the Holy city of Madinah and came in the blessed court of the Holy 
Prophet we mentioned this incident. The Holy Prophet 
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said, ‘That was sustenance Allah JmS*- created for you. Do you have some of that meat? If 
you have, give to me for eating.’ We sent the Holy Prophet JUs-sibssfeJisSsiii j* the meat 
which he ijh consumed. (Sahib Muslim, vol. 2,pp. 147, Hadis 1935) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




5. Amm-ul-Ummah 

Dear Islamic brothers! May our lives be sacrificed on the spirit and enthusiasm of the 
companions ^sifejtssaiiicj#^! The resources were so scarce that they had to survive on leaves 
of trees and a single date a day! Despite facing such tough circumstances, they would 
fight the enemies of Islam and sacrifice their lives in the path of Allah JmK 

The campaign mentioned in the foregoing parable is called ‘Sayf-ul-Bahr’ or ‘Jaysh-ul- 
‘Usrah.’ Sayyiduna Abu ‘Ubaydah Bin Jar rah a&Jtasiiic one of the ten great companions 
called ‘Asharah-e-Mubashsharah’, was the commander of the Muslim army. The Holy 
Prophet jiaatiij* gave him the great title of ‘Amln-ul-Ummah’ (the trustworthy 

for the Ummah). 

He embraced Islam in the early Islamic period as a result of the individual effort made 
by Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddlq He was extremely brave, courageous, 

tall and his blessed face was thin. During the battle of Uhud, when two metal-spikes got 
embedded in the blessed cheek of the Holy Prophet JUs 4s jus <>, Sayyiduna Abu 
‘Ubaydah astjusitocs*? pulled them out from the blessed face of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet with his own teeth. Due to this, two of his own front teeth broke. 

(Al-Usabahfl Tamiz-is-Satiabah, vol. 3, pp. 476) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Finding the huge fish on the occasion of ‘Jaysh-ul-TJsrah’, the 
companions’ eating it for a month and then bringing its flesh to Madlnah on camels 
without any change in its taste were all indeed saintly miracles of Sayyiduna Abu ‘Ubaydah 
a&o- and other companions j&zd&hc&y. 

Allah Js-sSt showers His mercy upon those who tread on His path. He JmS*- bestows 
greatness upon them even in times of trouble. Paying homage to the sacrifices of the 
companions, every Muslim should always be ready to serve Islam. 

All the Islamic brothers and sisters of Dawat-e-Islami have a Madam ambition, 
that is, ‘I must strive to reform myself and the people of the entire world In 

order to accomplish this Madam ambition, numerous Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami 
travel from town to town and city to city. Every Muslim should travel with these Madam 
Qafilahs and reap the blessings. (In this regard) you have just listened to how amazingly 
those glorious individuals, treading on the path of Allah J«5s were blessed with divine 
help in the form of a gigantic fish. JaSzAsjv&Jl, even today, those who sincerely endeavour 
to take the step on the path of Allah J«5£, with the intention of serving Islam, are blessed 
and graced by the Almighty JfesK Here is a blessing of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam Qafilah. 

6. Heart patient was cured 

A person from Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, had a heart disease. Doctors told him that the 
two arteries of his heart were blocked and suggested angiography to him as the cure. This 
poor person became extremely worried, as he was unable to afford the expenses of the 
surgery. Meanwhile, making individual effort, an Islamic brother persuaded him to travel 
with a Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami and make Du’a. Therefore, 
he travelled with a 3-days Madam Qafilah. 

On his return from the Madam Qafilah, he felt much better. When he had his tests done, 
the reports showed no heart disease at all. The doctor asked him astonishingly, ‘Two of 
your heart’s arteries were blocked, but now they have opened; how did it happen!’ He 
replied that he had been cured from the lethal heart disease due to the blessing of 
travelling with Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam Qafilah. 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


488 


Liiinay rahmatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
STkhnay Sunnatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dil mayn gar dard ho dar say rukh zard ho 
Pao gey rdhatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

To gain mercy, travel with Madani Qafilah 
To learn Sunnah, travel with Madani Qafilah 
If you have heart problem and are frightened of it 
You will be cured, travel with Madani Qafilah 


ijp (Jl*j alll (Jp l^Lszs 


7. Prophet Yahya ft&Ui and Satan 

It is narrated that Prophet Yahya once saw Satan with many traps (for 

people) and asked him about them. He replied that those were the traps of sensual desires 
by which he entraps people. Sayyiduna Yahya -slu asked him, ‘Do you have 
any trap for me?’ Satan replied, ‘No, however, one night you ate food till you were full, so I 
made it difficult for you to offer your Salah that night.’ Upon hearing this, Sayyiduna 
Yahya -sujIsmU said, ‘By Allah J«5*-! I will never eat food to a full stomach in the future.’ 
Satan responded, ‘I will also no longer tell anyone such useful things.’ (Minhaj-ul-'Abidin, pp. 93) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




Pleasure in worship 

Dear Islamic brothers! Commenting on the foregoing parable, Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna 
Muhammad Ghazall has stated: This is the state of such a noble individual 

> who ate food to a full stomach just once in his whole life. What will be 
the condition of the person remaining hungry just once in his entire life? Can such a 
person hope to have pleasure in his worship? Eating to a full stomach causes a reduction 
in worship because when a person eats to a full stomach his body becomes heavy, he feels 
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sleepy and his body parts become lazy. He cannot carry out any work despite making 
efforts. He lies on the ground all the time like a dead body. It is rightly said that when 
you become a glutton, then consider yourself like the person in chains. Sayyiduna Abu 
Sulayman Darani k&c- has stated, ‘I feel the most pleasure in worship when my 

back touches my stomach due to hunger.’ (Minhaj-ul-Abidin, pp. 93) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




8. He spewed milk 

Once, a slave of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddlq a&JtaiAi^ presented some milk to him. He 
4£.jbs*ii!c3A? drank the milk. His slave asked, ‘Previously, whenever I presented anything to 
you, you used to ask about it, but you did not ask about this milk.’ Upon hearing this, he 
atjWiiioA? asked his slave as to where he had brought the milk from. The slave replied 
that during the (pre-Islamic) era of ignorance, he had treated a sick person by reciting 
some incantations and the milk was given to him as the payment of reciting those 
incantations. Listening to this, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddlq as-jus* immediately placed 
his fingers into his throat and spewed out whatever milk he had swallowed. After doing 
this, he prayed to the Almighty with extreme humility, ‘O Allah I have 

done whatever I could do; forgive some of the milk left in the veins.’ (Minhaj-ul- Abidin, pp. 97) 

May Allah Js-sJs- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


ijp (Jl*j all! c_JL-^-! <Jp ijl-i 


Dear Islamic brothers! How pious and virtuous Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddlq 
was! The unbelievers often used to recite blasphemous incantations to exorcise patients. 
This practice dates back to the pre Islamic era of ignorance. As the slave had read 
incantations during the days of ignorance, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddlq spewed 

out the milk he had swallowed for fear that the slave may have spoken words of Kufr 
(blasphemy). 
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9. Roasted meat 

Once, Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah passed by some people who were eating roasted 

meat. Seeing him, they offered him to join them but he refused saying that the 

Holy Prophet jiaabij* left the world in such a state that he never 

ate even barley bread to his full stomach. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 6, pp. 252, Hadis 5414) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Roasted thigh 

Dear Islamic brothers! On one hand, Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah refused to eat 

the roasted meat because the memories of the hunger of the Holy Prophet JUs«jW ifeJtsSifciJ* 
brought about grief in him. On the other, there are the so-called devotees like us who 
pound upon the roasted meat, when placed before us, like a starving lion forgetting all 
love and grief and devour it so voraciously that we even miss the Jama’at of Salah. 

Alas! The above misdeed is often committed in dinner feasts. Even on the occasions of 
the Niyaz of Auliya, which is a Nafl act, many people miss their Jama’at just because of 
greed for food. It is my Madam appeal that whenever you organize any gathering, please 
ensure that the time of any Salah does not fall during the ceremony. If the time of Salah 
happens to fall, the host and guests should all immediately proceed to the Masjid forgoing 
all activity. If you do not have a valid exemption justified by the Sharl’ah, it is Wajib 
(compulsory) to join the first Jama’at in the Masjid. Even if you offer Salah with Jama’at 
at home, you will still be considered a sinner for missing the Wajib Jama’at. According 
to some Islamic jurists, the person who does not come to the Masjid before the Iqamah, 
is a sinner. 

Fear of losing faith at time of death 

It is not allowed at all to miss the first Jama’at of Fard Salah held in Masjid on account 
of attending Iftar-dinner, ceremonies, Niyaz (meal served to send reward to Auliya) and 
Na’at-reciting etc. In case of holding the Jama’at of Tarawlh at home or in a hall or a 
bungalow, it is Wajib to offer the Fard-Rak’at (of ‘Isha Salah) with the primary Jama’at 
in the Masjid first if there is a Masjid in the vicinity. Those not offering Fard Salah with 
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the primary Jama’at held in Masjid without a valid exemption, despite having capability, 
should fear. 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud has said, ‘The one liking to meet Allah 

as a Muslim tomorrow (the Judgement Day) should regularly offer these five Salah with 
Jama at at the place where Azan is uttered, for Allah Js-A*- has rendered Sunan-e-Huda 
(Sunnah of guidance) as Mashru for your Prophet JtsSshi J* and Salah with Jama at 

is also one of the Sunan-e-Huda. If you offered Salah at your homes like the one who 
stays behind and offers in his house, you would leave the Sunnah of your Holy Prophet 
J* and if you left the Sunnah of your Holy Prophet J*, you 

would go astray. (SahTh Muslim, vol. 1, pp. 232, Hadis 257) 

The foregoing Hadis implies that the one who offers Salah with Jama’at will die with 
faith, whereas the one who misses the first Jama’at of Masjid without the permission of 
Sharl’ah is in the danger of losing his faith at the time of death. Those not offering Salah 
with complete Jama’at because of sheer laziness should pay attention to the following 
saying of A’la Hadrat Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
has said that it is stated in Al-Bahr-ur-Raiq with the reference 
of Quniyyah that if someone kept waiting for Iqamat to enter the Masjid having heard 
Azan, he would be a sinner. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 7, pp. 102), (Al-Bahr-ur-Raiq, vol. 1, pp. 604) 
On the same page it is also mentioned that if a person hears Azan and waits at his house 
for the Iqamah, such a person’s testimony is unacceptable. ( Al-Bahr-ur-Raiq, vol. 1, pp. 451) 

Dear Islamic brothers! According to some jurists, the testimony of those who do not 
arrive in the Masjid until the time of Iqamah is not acceptable, in addition to him being 
a sinner. So what would be the condition of those who offer their Salah without Jama’at or 
with Jama’at at home without a valid reason or do not offer their Salah at all! 

O Allah JmS*-! Bless us with offering the daily five Salah with Jama’at with the first Takhir 
(i.e. Takblr-e-Aula) in the first row of the Masjid! 
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Mayn panchon namazayn parhun ba-Jama 'at 
Ho taufiq aysl ‘ata Yd Ilahl J*s5z 

May I offer five Salah with Jamd’at, O Almighty! 
Please, bestow upon me this ability! 

(Jp <Jl*J iiil <Jp \jifs 


10. Thought-provoking sermon 

Sayyiduna Khalid Bin ‘Umayr ‘Adawl has narrated that the governor of Basra, 

Sayyiduna ‘Utbah Bin Ghazwan as- jas e&\ && once delivered a sermon. After glorifying 
Almighty Allah Js-sSs he said: Without doubt, the world has declared its end and it is 
departing with utmost speed. At the moment, only as much part of the world remains as 
the small amount (of food) is left at the bottom of the pot and the owner of the pot is 
benefiting from it. You are about to be transferred from this mortal world to an eternal 
abode. Therefore, take the best of things from the world and depart towards that abode 
(of Hereafter). We have been told that a stone will be thrown into Hell from its corner 
that will continue to fall for seventy years, but it will not reach the bottom (despite the 
seventy year travel). By Allah J^sSM This Hell will certainly be filled. Are you surprised at 
this? We have also been told that the distance between the two doors of Paradise is of 
forty years and it will be filled because of the crowd. I was one of the seven people who 
were with the Holy Prophet JUs-dbs^jisSiA! j*. Except the leaves of trees, we had nothing to 
eat and our lip corners had sores (because of eating the leaves). Once I found a piece of 
cloth which I tore in half sharing the other half with Sa’d Bin Malik ^JisSaisi We both 
used it as Tahband (i.e. a piece of cloth used to cover the lower part of the body). (In 
those days, we suffered such intense hardships and poverty) and today, every one of us is 
the ruler of a city. I take refuge of Allah from considering myself dignified but being 
regarded as despicable by Allah (Sahih Muslim, vol. 2, pp. 408, Hadis 2967) 

May Allah JfesSs- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see that the companions endured starvation in order to 
promote the ‘call to righteousness’, (at times) relying only on leaves! They endured 
extreme hardships but (still managed to) nurture the tree of Islam. In those times, there 
were severe difficulties as mentioned in the following narration. 
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11. The first to shoot an arrow in path of Allah 

A companion from amongst the ‘Asharah-e-Mubashsharah 1 Sayyiduna Sa’d Bin Abi 
Waqqas as.Jis5aisled has narrated, ‘I am the first Arab who shot an arrow in the path of 
Allah Js-sK We used to fight in battles in the company of the Holy Prophet 
and we had nothing to eat except for the leaves of acacia tree. Our faeces would be like 
the excrement of the sheep, which has no sign whatsoever of any sticky substances.’ 
(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 7, pp. 231, Hadis 6453) 

May Allah JisA have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Even after having conveniences, the spirit of these companions 
did not even relent, let alone end. Rather, they became more fearful lest they consider 
themselves dignified whereas Allah Js-A^ is displeased with them. May Almighty 
Allah JisA grant us the fervour to spread the ‘call to righteousness’ for the sake of the 
companions’ spirit of making sacrifices for Islam. Amin! 

Every Islamic brother should make up his mind that ‘I must strive to reform myself and 
the people of the entire world.’ In order to pay homage to the great sacrifices made by 
companions in the path of Allah JsA*-, all of us should travel with the Madam Qafilahs of 
Dawat-e-Islami to attain religious and worldly benefits. Here is an account of the blessings 
of a Madam Qafilah. 

12. Warts on hand 

The following is a report from one of the Islamic brothers from Tando Adam (Sindh, 
Pakistan). He has said, ‘I was very worried for about two years due to warts on my arm. I 
spent a lot of money on medication and even had an operation performed, but no medicine 
proved to be effective. Instead, the warts increased in number. I feared that these warts 
would turn into cancer and my arm would be amputated on that account. May Almighty 
Allah keep Dawat-e-Islami’s provincial Majlis of Baluchistan happy! They held an 
Ijtima at provincial level in Quetta for two days (27 th and 28 th of Jumadal Aula 1425 A.H.). 


1 The 10 companions who were given the glad tidings from the Holy Prophet J* of entering the 

Heaven. 
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Luckily, I also attended this two day Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima. Innumerable Madani 
Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami travel throughout the world to spread Sunnah. I had already 
heard that the prayers of the travellers of Madani Qafilah are answered. So, plucking up 
the courage, I also travelled with Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah for 
12 days from Quetta. I prayed to Allah with intense humility with the Wasllah of 
the Holy Prophet J*. This sinner was blessed and all the warts of my hand 

disappeared, J 4 kisJf. The most amazing thing is that the warts removed by the 
operation had left their marks on my arm but even the marks of the warts healed during 
the twelve days Madani Qafilah disappeared.’ 

Liiinay rahmatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Sikhnay Sunnatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 

To gain mercy, travel with Madani Qafilah 
To learn Sunnah, travel with Madani Qafilah 

Dear Islamic brothers! The (spiritual) king of Baghdad, Ghaus-e-A’zam au. aLi && 
endeavoured for many years to get rid of the traps of Satan and Nafs. He spent 25 years 
consecutively in the jungles of Iraq worshipping alone for attaining the pleasure of Allah 

13. Ghusl for forty times in one night 

It is stated in Bahjat-ul-Asrar that Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jllani sM kfv has stated, 
I spent many years in the jungles of Karkh. I used to survive on tree leaves 
and herbs. Every year, a person used to come and give me a wool gown to wear. In order 
to get rid of the love of the world, I endured many hardships. I remained anonymous; 
people would consider me as dumb and insane due to my silence. I used to walk on thorns, 
enter dangerous caves and horrific valleys without any fear. The world used to appear to 
me in a beautiful form, but I never turned my attention towards it, My Nafs 

used to plead to me that it would obey whatever I liked and sometimes it used to argue 
with me. Allah gave me victory over it. For a long time, I stayed on the plains of 
Madyan and kept battling against my Nafs. For one year, I consumed the things lying on 
the ground and did not drink water. For the other year, I drank only water and did not 
eat anything. Then for one year, I neither ate nor drank anything. I would encounter 
extreme hardships. One night, I was tested in extreme cold weather. I would repeatedly 
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fall asleep and Ghusl became obligatory for me due to nocturnal emission. I would 
immediately go to the river and make Ghusl over there. On that night alone, I had to 
make Ghusl forty times (in icy cold water). (Bahjat-ul-Asrar, pp. 164-165) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

jus aiii i r 4 t L\ 


14. Picking bits of food from floor and eating them 

The king of Baghdad, Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani o&jtegtiiS&a- has stated: I would intend to 
pick up the fallen things, leaves and grass to eat, but I would leave them making self- 
sacrifice for others who would also be in search of those things. I would remain hungry. 
When I became extremely weak and was close to death, I found something lying on the 
floor near the flower market and picked it up. I sat at a corner to eat it. Suddenly, I saw a 
non-Arab youngster who had fresh bread and roasted meat, he sat and began to eat. 
When I saw him eat, my desire for food intensified. When he would take the morsel in 
his hand to eat, I would spontaneously open my mouth so that he may put the morsel into 
my mouth. However, I rebuked my Nafs and asked it to be patient as Allah Js-sS*- is with 
me. I clarified to my Nafs that I would never ask the young man for anything to eat. 

All of a sudden, turning towards me, the youngster said, ‘Brother! Please come and join 
me in this meal.’ I refused but he insisted. My Nafs also insisted that I eat but I kept 
advising it to have patience. However, I ate a little due to the insistence of the young 
man. He then asked me, ‘Where are you from?’ I told him that I was from Jilan. He replied 
that he was also from Jilan. He asked me if I knew (Shaykh) ‘Abdul Qadir the 

grandson of the famous ascetic Wall of Allah Js-sfs-, Sayyid ‘Abdullah Sawma’i « I 
replied that I was the same person. Listening to this, he became a little anxious and said, 
‘When I was leaving for Baghdad, your mother gave me eight gold coins to give to you. 
Having reached Baghdad, I kept looking for you but no one gave me your whereabouts 
until all my money was spent. I have been hungry for three days. When I became helpless 
due to extreme hunger, I bought some bread and this roasted meat with some of your 
money.’ He then said, ‘Your honour! Please eat this food without hesitation because you 
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are its owner. Previously, you were my guest, now I am your guest.’ Giving me the 
remaining money he said, ‘I seek your forgiveness, I bought this food in the state of 
helplessness due to extreme hunger.’ (Shaykh said) I became very happy when I heard this. 
I then gave him the remaining food and money; he accepted and left. (Tabqat-e-Hanabilah, 
vol. 3, pp. 250) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! To give one’s own money to someone else despite facing extreme 
hunger and helplessness is a very ascetic deed. This is certainly the unique quality of 
Auliya. Countless accolades to the hunger and self-sacrifice of Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani 
If only we would also develop the same passion of self-sacrifice within ourselves. 
Alas! We are not generous enough to give the remaining food to others even after eating 
fully and satisfying our appetite; instead, we store the remaining food in the fridge. If 
only we would develop the mindset of attaining the huge reward of self-sacrifice. 

15. After difficulty, there is ease 

Quoting Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani Jts* s&' ‘Allamah Imam Sha’ranI cylJJi *3-* 

writes in the book Tabqat-ul-Kubra, ‘At the beginning, I faced many hardships; when 
these hardships reached their peak, I lay on the ground and kept reciting verses 5 and 6 
of Surah Alam Nashrah which are as follows: 



So, without doubt, there is ease with hardship. Without doubt, there is ease with hardship. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Alam Nashrah, verse 5, 6) 

By the blessing of these verses of the Holy Quran, all those difficulties were removed.’ 
May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Surely, one has to make sacrifices to achieve something. Our own 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jllanl ajfeJtsSsAifc*? also made many sacrifices and struggled hard in 
order to attain the closeness of Allah and pleasure of His Prophet JUs-jbssfejfaSiiii j*, 
overcome his Nafs and Satan, remain safe from sins and distant from the love of the world, 
promote the ‘call to righteousness’ and gain many rewards by preaching and thus bringing 
countless unbelievers into the fold of Islam. Although we cannot bear as many hardships 
as our Ghaus-e-A’zam did, we can at least make a little effort without giving 

up hope. 

O those who have utmost devotion to Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jllanl He spent 

twenty-five years in the jungles of Iraq enduring extreme hunger and thirst to gain the 
pleasure of Allah If only we also travel with the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami 

to propagate Islamic teachings and Sunnah of the Holy Prophet JUs M jus aLi j* 
throughout the world! 

ijp (JUo alll Jq-JLsM jp \^\M> 


16. Eating only ten raisins a day 

Abu Ahmad Saghlr M has narrated: Sayyiduna Abu ‘Abdullah Bin Khafif 

jus s&i instructed me to bring only ten raisins for him at the time of Iftar. One 
evening, having sympathy for him, I gave him fifteen raisins. Looking at me, he asked, 
‘Who asked you to bring fifteen raisins?’ He then ate only ten and left the other five. 

(Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 143) 

May Allah JzM have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Amazing benefits of raisins 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see? Sayyiduna Abu ‘Abdullah used to eat only 

ten raisins a day. Countless accolades on the manner in which the saints used to subdue 
their Nafs! His choice of eating large raisins was fabulous. The Noble Rasul 
has stated, ‘Eat this (large raisin) because it is a good food. It strengthens the blood vessels 
and muscles, alleviates weakness and anger, removes phlegm, makes the face attractive 
and the mouth fragrant.’ (Kashf-ul-Khifa, vol. 2, pp. 431, Hadis 284) 
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In the Hadis narrated by Sayyiduna ‘All J ^£3i44*sjuJAbu!f', it is also mentioned that the 
raisin reduces weakness, improves temperament, makes the breath fragrant and eases 
grief. ( Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 10, pp. 18, HadTs 28261) 


To drink raisin soaked water is Sunnah 

Raisins used to be soaked in water for the Noble Prophet JUs-db-sfe j*. Thereafter, he 
JUs*!i3«sk Jfcsshi j* would drink the water during the next two days and sometimes till the 
evening of the third. After this, the servants would either drink the remaining water or 
pour it somewhere (because it would go bad). (Sunan AblDawud, vol. 3, pp. 337, Hadis 3713) 

Raisin is a food as well as a medicine. One can eat it with or without its skin. A famous 
Muhaddis, Sayyiduna Imam Zuhri has stated, ‘He who desires to memorise 

Hadis should consume (an appropriate quantity of) raisins.’ One can also consume 
raisins with its seed. Imam Zuhri has stated that the seeds of large raisins are 

beneficial to stomach. Soak large raisins in water for a few hours, remove the skin, and 
eat the pulp. The pulp of the raisin is an effective remedy for lung problems and chronic 
cough. It relieves the pain of the kidney and bladder. It gives strength to the spleen and 
liver. It softens and strengthens the stomach and assists in the digestion of food. 

Cure for cough 

Take 40 small raisins (or one can take up to 80, if there is no side effect) and three almonds, 
recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 11 times and blow on them and then eat them daily. LiteTL^&i, 
this will greatly assist in mitigating one’s cough. It will prove to be an effective medicine 
for phlegm. The amount of small raisins can be increased, if necessary, but give children 
lesser amounts. Continue to take this medicine until the cough is cured. 

Red raisins 

Sayyiduna ‘Ali has stated that the person who eats 21 red raisins daily 

will be safe from all those ailments which he is afraid of. (Abu Nu’aym) 
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17. Desire to eat egg plant 

Sayyiduna Abu Nasr Tamar has narrated: JmJ*- Ai , Once Sayyiduna Bishr 

Hafi came to my house at night. I thanked the Almighty Js-A*- for the arrival of 

such a great saint in my house. I then said to him, ‘Ya Sayyidi (O my master), we bought 
some meat by selling the yarn that my daughter made from the cotton that came from 
Khorasan city. It would be a great honour, if you would kindly join us for Iftar.’ He 
replied, ‘If I intended to eat anywhere, I would eat at your house 
He then continued, ‘I have the desire to eat eggplant from many years, but I 

have not been able to.’ I (the narrator) said, ‘Ya Sayyidi! What a pleasant coincidence that 
we have cooked meat with eggplant purchased with Halal income.’ He replied, 

‘I will eat eggplant only when its love is removed from my heart.’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 143) 

May Allah JkA*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how strictly our pious saints would refrain from 
following the desires of their Nafs? Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi L ^\As\k^a-^ did not consume 
eggplant for many years opposing his Nafs. What marvellous Madani mindset these 
people had! If their Nafs demanded them to eat, they would not eat; if it insisted them 
not to eat, they would. In short, they would always go against the desires of their Nafs. 

18. Eat and drink 

It is reported that the Nafs of Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi desired to eat Baqila 

(vegetables such as peas and beans) but he did not consume it for many years, defying 
his Nafs. After his demise, someone saw him in a dream and asked how Allah JsAt 
treated him. He <&!}&&&&<? replied, ‘Giving me the glad-tidings of forgiveness, Allah j«Si- 
said, ‘O you who did not eat and drink anything in the world, now eat and drink a lot!’ 
(Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 406) 

May Allah JsAt have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


(Jp (JUo alll c-JLiM <Jp IjLi 
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19. Purpose of eating 

Sayyiduna Abu Said Khazzar has narrated, ‘It was my routine to eat every 

three days. Once while travelling through a jungle, I became extremely hungry and weak. 
Thus, I sat at a side. Suddenly, a voice from Ghayb echoed, ‘Abu Said! Are you desirous 
of eating food to please your Nafs or do you wish to diminish your weakness without 
food?’ I replied, ‘O Allah I only desire strength.’ He said that he 

immediately became so energetic and active that he travelled for 12 Manzils without eating 
and drinking anything.’ (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 453) 

May Allah 3zs'¥- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


(Jp (JUo 4hl c-JLiM <Jp jjlvs 


Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see that the Auliya of Allah do not eat for pleasure? 
Instead, they eat to gain strength so that they could perform worship. They are blessed 
with spiritual strength without eating and drinking by the special mercy of Allah JmK 
Sayyiduna Abu Sa’Id Khazzar travelled for 12 Manzils without eating and 

drinking (by the spiritual strength bestowed upon him by Allah JsA^!) The distance 
covered in one day is called a Manzil, which implied that he travelled for 12 days without 
eating and drinking anything. 

20. Hiding to avoid eating 

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’Id Khazzar has stated: Once I was travelling with a caravan 

in the state of extreme hunger. During the journey, a garden of date-palms appeared. My 
Nafs desired to eat dates but I refused to fulfil its desire. The caravan stayed and camped 
by the same garden but I went to the jungle where I hid into sand so that my Nafs would 
not repeatedly demand me to eat dates. After a little while, one of my travelling companions 
came to where I was hiding. He took me to the camp. I asked him as to how he got to know 
that I was there. He replied that he heard a voice from Ghayb saying, ‘One of my friends 
is hiding in the sand, go and bring him with you.’ (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, vol. 2, pp. 36) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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j«j£ JjiuisJ! Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement of Quran and Sunnah, is 
effectively spreading the message of Sunnah throughout the world. Every Muslim should 
join this movement for the betterment of his world and the Hereafter and make up his 
mind that, ‘I must strive to reform myself and the people of the entire world.’ 

21. Blessing of a saint’s company 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas ^ was once travelling in a jungle; a person approached 

him and said, ‘I wish to accompany you.’ When he looked at the person with 

spiritual insight, he Jbs *i>i felt a sense of resentment towards him. After a little 
while, the person disclosed, ‘I am a non-Muslim monk and I have come from Rome to 
join your company.’ The reason for the resentment was now obvious - it was the Kufr of 
the monk. He tof-o told the monk, ‘I do not have anything to eat and drink, you 

may get into trouble.’ The monk replied, ‘Ya Sayyidi! You are renowned throughout the 
world for your Taqwa (asceticism), but you are still worried about food and drink!’ 

Surprised at this reply, Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas permitted the monk to 

accompany him on his journey. They travelled for seven days without eating and drinking 
anything. The monk, hungry and thirsty, pleaded, ‘Ya Sayyidi! I can no longer bear, please 
arrange for some food and drink.’ Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas prostrated and 

pleaded, ‘O Allah J«>! This unbeliever has pinned his hopes on me. My honour is in 
Your Power. Do not disgrace me in the eyes of this unbeliever.’ As soon as he raised his 
head from prostration, he saw that there was a tray containing two pieces of bread and 
two glasses of water. They ate the food, drank water and resumed their journey. 

After travelling for another seven days without food, they stopped somewhere. The 
monk prostrated and made Du’a. Suddenly, a tray appeared on which there were four 
pieces of bread and four glasses of water. Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas became 

astonished and intended not to eat that food as it was apparently sent for an unbeliever. 
The monk said: Ya Sayyidi! Please eat and listen to two glad tidings. The first is that I 
embrace Islam, he then recited the Kalimah. Secondly, you hold a very high status in the 
court of Allah Js-sK When I was in prostration, I made the following Du’a, ‘O Allah JmSM 
If Muhammad is Your true Prophet, bestow upon me two pieces of bread 

and two glasses of water and if Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas «sfeJ(sSsAi&3v is Your friend, 
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please bestow two more pieces of bread and two glasses of water.’ Having finished the Du’a, 
when I arose from the prostration, I found this tray of food and drink here. Listening to 
this, Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas a&jbsjM&v ate the food. liUsJi the new Muslim also 
gained a high status among the Auliya. (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 433 to 435) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




Dear Islamic brothers! Auliya (often) bear hunger for many days. They are blessed with 
divine help and food is sent for them from Ghayb. By the mercy of Allah and the 
blessing of the company of Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas even an unbeliever not 

only embraced Islam but also attained sainthood. Everyone should endeavour to join 
the company of the pious and refrain from evil company. A Hadis states, ‘A good 
companion is the one whose sight reminds you of Allah JmS*-, whose speech increases 
your (good) deed and whose deed reminds you of the Hereafter.’ (Ai-Jami’-us-Saghir, vol. 2, 
pp. 247, Hadis 4063) 


(Jp (JUo alll jp jjlvs 


22. Good company, faithful death 

Man is influenced by the company that surrounds him. If a sesame seed is placed in the 
petals of a rose, it acquires the rosy colour and fragrance. Similarly, by the blessings of 
the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami and the company of the devotees of Rasul, 
even a worthless stone turns into a precious sparkling diamond by the mercy of 
Allah and His Noble Prophet J* and departs from this world in such a 

glorious way that others develop a desire to emulate and aspire for a similar death instead 
of remaining alive. Hence, a person from Tando Allah Yar (Sindh, Pakistan) joined 
Dawat-e-Islami and began to offer Salah five times a day with the blessing of the company 
of devotees of Rasul. In Ramadan, he attended the 10-day Sunnah Inspiring I’tikaf 
organized by Dawat-e-Islami and memorized some Quranic Surahs, Du’as and Sunnahs. 
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He also made the intention of growing a fist-length beard, wearing a green turban, 
attending the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima and travelling with Madani Qafilahs. In 
short, a Madani transformation took place in his life. He sincerely repented of his past 
sins and strived to live according to Sunnah. 

One day, unfortunately his clothes caught fire, burning almost eighty percent of his body. 
Even in this critical condition, he was constantly reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and making 
Zikr instead of complaining. He was also reciting the Du’as and Surahs he had memorised 
during the I’tikaf in the company of the devotees of Rasul. He kept reciting Du’as and 
Quranic Surahs for almost 48 hours and, at dawn, during the Azan of Fajr Salah, he passed 
away reciting the Kalimah Hil JjLj ill Sh ^\H. 

May Allah J«5£- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Hi- (Jp (Jl*j Hll c-JLsM (Jp 


23. Bad company, bad death 

Dear Islamic brothers! I presume that the deceased has succeeded. Now listen to a parable 
of a horrific and frightening doom that highlights the consequences of the prevalent 
wicked company, non-Islamic environment in homes, watching and listening to movies 
and songs through T.V, internet, mobiles etc. 

The same doctors who treated the fortunate young deceased person remarked, ‘Surprisingly, 
a few days ago a young burnt girl was also brought for treatment in the same ward where 
the fortunate Islamic brother of Dawat-e-Islami passed away reciting Kalimah. At the 
time of her death, Allah forbid, the girl said, ‘Let me listen to a song, let me listen to 
a song, let me watch scenes of dancing, let me watch scenes of dancing.’ The unfortunate 
girl died repeating the same words again and again.’ If she was a Muslim, may Almighty 
Allah Js-sS^ forgive her! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! There is no doubt that everyone will die one day. Would that we 
also pass away reciting the Kalimah and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and beholding the Holy Prophet 
J*! «Ij Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement for the 
preaching of Quran and Sunnah, is spreading the message of Sunnah throughout the 
world. For the betterment in the world and the Hereafter, every one should join the 
Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami and make up his mind that ‘I must strive to 
reform myself and the people of the entire world.’ 

24. Hungry lion 

Sayyiduna Data Ganj Bakhsh <*sfe Jtss has narrated that he <*sfe once asked 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Ahmad Hammadi Sarkhasi jtsSs&i&v the reason of his repentance. 
He replied, ‘Once I went on a journey from Sarkhas with my camels. During the journey, 
while I was passing through a jungle, a hungry lion attacked a camel of mine and injured 
it severely. The camel fell on to the ground, the lion climbed up a high cliff and began to 
roar. Listening to its roar, many animals gathered. The lion came down from the cliff 
and tore the injured camel into pieces but did not eat itself and went back on the cliff 
again. The gathered animals ate the meat and left. Then, the lion approached the remaining 
carcass to eat, but a lame fox appeared at a distance. The lion immediately left the carcass 
and went back on the cliff so that the fox could eat. After the fox ate and went, the lion 
approached and ate a little of the remaining carcass. (Sayyiduna Shaykh Ahmad *&&&&&■* 
said) I was watching from a distance what the lion did. Suddenly, the lion turned its face 
towards me and said clearly, ‘Ahmad! To sacrifice a morsel is the attribute of dogs, the 
men walking on the path of truth sacrifice even their lives.’ Impressed by this strange 
event, I repented of my sins, distanced myself from the world and devoted myself to the 
remembrance of my Creator Js-sK’ (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 383) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Trust of chicken 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how the hungry lion set an excellent example of 
bearing hunger by sacrificing its own prey for other animals and gave profound advice 
that a morsel’s sacrifice is the attribute of dogs, man should sacrifice his life. Yet sadly, the 
lazy Muslims like us are not expected to sacrifice even one morsel, they seem prepared 



505 


to snatch food from other’s mouth despite stuffing themselves. At times, people fight 
and even kill each other just for a morsel of food. Despite having a lot of food, some 
people cause violence just for a piece of bread. It is said that there are only three such 
creatures that store food; human beings, ants and rats. Apart from these three, no one 
else stores food. You may have observed the trust of the chicken. After drinking water, it 
turns the bowl of water upside down by placing its foot at the corner of the bowl. It 
believes that Allah JsA*- who has given water now will give water next time as well. 

The pious men of Allah JsA^ possess matchless trust. Trust has also been defined in the 
following words: ‘To have trust in only what Allah J*A& gives and become indifferent to 
what people have.’ Those having perfect trust in Allah Js-Az- possess high status in the 
court of Allah <j*s5z. (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 169) 

25. Trusting young man 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Khawas has narrated: Once, on my way to Syria, I came 

across a pious young man who requested me to let him stay in my company. I told him 
that I remain hungry. He said that he would also manage to remain hungry, 

Four consecutive days passed without eating. Thereafter, someone sent us some food 
which I presented to him for eating. Seeing this, he said that he had sworn not to eat 
anything that came through someone. Pleased with his reply, I said that he had indeed 
revealed a very great point. When he heard this, he responded, ‘O Ibrahim 
Do not falsely praise me because Allah Js-A*- is fully aware of your trust in Him and your 
condition.’ He further said, ‘The least level of trust in Allah JsAz- is that your heart should 
not think of anyone except Allah JsAz- in spite of suffering from prolonged starvation.’ 
(Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 168) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

O Allah JsA^! Save us from the mischief of our Nafs and Satan, and bless us with the gift 
of hunger and make us Your patient and thankful servants. Amin! 
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26. Sustenance searches 

Sayyiduna Abu Ya’qub Aqta’ Basri has narrated: Once I remained hungry for 

ten days in Makkah. Weakened by hvmger, I went towards the jungle in search of something 
to eat. On the way, I found an old turnip. I heard as if a voice was saying, ‘You remained 
hungry for ten days and this is what is left for you, an old turnip?’ I immediately left it 
back on the ground and returned to the Masjid-ul-Haram. Meanwhile, a non-Arab 
approached me and gave me a box saying, ‘This box is yours.’ I asked him astonishingly 
as to how the box became mine. He replied, ‘We had been travelling by sea for the last 
ten days; suddenly a huge storm occurred during the voyage, endangering our boat to 
drown. All of us made the intentions that if Allah j*s5*- saves us from the storm, we will 
give Sadaqah (alms). I also made the intention of giving this box to the person I would 
first see in Masjid-ul-Haram, and you are the person I have met first.’ 

(Sayyiduna Abu Ya’qub goes onto say) When I opened the box, there were 

some pieces of cake, peeled almonds and sweets in it. I said to myself inwardly, ‘My 
sustenance was coming to me for ten days and I went towards the jungle in its search.’ 
Then, taking a little from the box for myself and returning the rest to the person, I said, 
‘I have accepted this (gift), now please take the remaining food and give it to your children 
as a gift from me.’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 169-170) 

May Allah 3zs¥- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! How firm is the trust of the pious in Allah JmSs-! Despite remaining 
hungry for ten days, when he finally got something to eat, he took a little and returned 
the remainder instead of storing it for the next time. After eating a little food, they did 
not have any concern or worry about the next meal. They firmly believed that Allah 
would provide sustenance to them for as long as they are alive. This fact has clearly been 
mentioned in the Holy Quran (Surah Hud, verse 6). 

I45jj Sh. 24 

And there is none walking on earth, but the sustenance of that is on Allah’s bounty. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Surah Hud, verse 6) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! It is also noteworthy that Allah Js-sV has certainly taken up the 
responsibility for providing sustenance to everyone but He has not taken up the 
responsibility for forgiving everyone. Therefore, how unwise is the Muslim who strives 
day and night for his sustenance (which has already been promised), but does not make 
any effort for his forgiveness! 

The mindset of asking for forgiveness and success in the Hereafter is developed 
in the Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami. 

27. An enthusiastic preacher 

It is reported that once a 12-day Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah arrived at Jhelum, 
Punjab Pakistan. One of the devotees of Rasul persuaded a young man living in the house 
opposite the Masjid in which the Madam Qafilah stayed to travel with the Madam Qafilah. 
The young man expressed his willingness to join them just for two days and thus he 
stayed with the Madam Qafilah and learnt Sunnah. Due to the blessings of spending two 
days with the Madam Qafilah, he persuaded his entire family to offer Salah regularly. As 
he was an influential member of his family, almost everyone started offering Salah. He 
also went to the house of his uncle and invited him towards righteousness. He also 
encouraged his family to throw the T.V. away from the house due to its evils, 

The T.V. was thrown out with mutual consent of his family. The next day, while ironing 
his clothes, he got an electric shock, which resulted in his sudden demise. His family 
members remarked that they clearly heard him recite the Kalimah -Mail jyfj list ilsl Ml all'll 
at the time of his death. 

28. Eggs and bread 

Sayyiduna Abu Turab Nakhshabi -jfe has stated: Once, my Nafs desired to eat 

eggs with bread during a journey. I reached a village where a person suddenly grabbed 
hold of me and started saying loudly. ‘This person is also one of the thieves.’ A crowd 
gathered around me and hit me seventy lashes assuming that I was an accomplice of the 
thieves. Then, a person from among the crowd recognised me and shouted, ‘This person 
cannot be a thief, he is Abu Turab Nakhshabi Seeing this, people apologized 
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to me and one of them took me to his house where he served me with eggs and bread. I 
said to my Nafs, ‘After receiving seventy lashes, your desire has been fulfilled, now eat 
eggs and bread.’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 144) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

(Jp (JUo alll c-JLsM (Jp l^Lszs 


29. White cup 

Dear Islamic brothers! The Auliya of Allah have their own unique ways. They are 
saved from subservience to their Nafs. The aforementioned saint Sayyiduna Abu Turab 
was indeed a saint who possesses saintly miracle 1 . Once while he 
was on his way to Madlnah, a disciple complained of thirst in a very desolate and barren 
area during the journey. He immediately struck the ground with his foot and a 

spring gushed forth with sweet water. Seeing this saintly miracle, another disciple 
expressed his desire to drink water with a cup. He again struck the ground 

with his hand and a white cup appeared. Shaykh Abul ‘Abbas ^ the narrator of 

this amazing incident, has stated that this miraculous cup remained in their possession 
during the entire journey till they reached Makkah. (Taikira-tul-Auliya, vol. 1, pp. 264) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Satanic deception: Why was this saint given such a major punishment on desiring to eat 
eggs and bread, whereas it is not a sin to eat them? 

Cure for Satanic deception: Actually, in this manner, the Auliya of Allah are not 
only trained and tested, but their status is also enhanced. Common Muslims are also 
sometimes tested with tribulations and sicknesses despite apparently not doing anything 
wrong. In this manner, their sins are erased and their spiritual status is raised. The great 
Prophets were also tested. Who can forget the grave test that befell the martyrs 

of Karbala? The Holy Prophet j* himself also faced trials and tribulations. 


Saintly miracle means Karamah. 
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Trials equivalent to status 

Sayyiduna Sa’d as.Jtdi&i&A? has narrated that the Holy Prophet jiaaiij* was once 

asked about the people who are afflicted with the most difficult trials and tests. The Holy 
Prophet replied, ‘The first among them are the Prophets, then those who 

have high status after them, then those who have high status after them.’ In other words, 
a person faces trial and tribulation according to the level of his Iman (faith). If he is 
steadfast in religion, he faces severe trial and tribulation. If he is weak in religion, he is 
treated with ease. This process continues until he walks on earth (in such a state) that all 
of his sins are forgiven. (JamV Tirmizl, vol. 4, pp. 170, HadTs 2406) 

Anyway, all this depends upon the will of Allah The pious remain pleased with 
Allah’s will and if difficulties ever befall them, they gain reward by having patience. Listen 
to another faith-refreshing parable with regard to remaining happy at the time of troubles 
and illnesses. 

30. Happiness in fever 

One day, the Holy Prophet Jsa4^ JtsSidsi j* said, ‘Allah erases the sins of a Muslim 
due to the trouble which befalls his body.’ Hearing this, Sayyiduna Ubay Bin Ka’b 
sszjkst&i made the following Du’a, ‘O Allah JsA^! Until my death, I ask You for such 
fever which does not prevent me from offering Salah, fasting, Hajj, ‘Umrah and fighting 
in Your cause.’ His Du’a was accepted. The narrator stated that Sayyiduna Ubay Bin 
Ka’b had fever all the time until he passed away. Even in this feverish state, he 

used to come to the Masjid, fast, perform Hajj and ‘Umrah and take part in battles. 
(Kanz-ul-‘Ummdl, vol. 3, pp. 299, Hadis 8633) 

May Allah JsA^ have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

(Jp (JUo alll c-JLiM <Jp 


Excellence of fever 

Dear Islamic brothers! How can the excellence of fever be expressed in words! 
Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that once while talking about fever in 
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the presence of the Holy Prophet s Jta 4 & 1 J*, someone spoke ill of it. The Holy 
Prophet J&iikg&j J* said, ‘Do not speak ill of fever because it cleanses the Muslim of 
sins as fire removes rust from iron.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 104, Hadis 3469) 

31. Fine of eating lentils 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Shayban has narrated: I have not spent any night for 

rest under a roof for forty years. I had a strong desire to eat lentils to my full stomach. 
Once, in Syria, someone gave me a plate of cooked lentils which I ate. Having eaten it, I 
passed by a shop where I saw some bottles hanging on a rack. Assuming that the bottles 
contained vinegar, I looked at them closely. Someone told me that there was wine in the 
bottles. Pointing towards some jars, he further said that there was wine in those jars as 
well. Infuriated, I brought out the wine jars from the shop and began to overturn them 
on the street. The shop owner thought that I was an officer of the government, thus he 
was afraid. He stood and watched silently. When he got to know about me, he took me 
to the governor of Egypt and Syria, Ibn-e-Tulun. I was hit 200 lashes and was jailed for a 
long time. Luckily, my respected teacher and spiritual guide, Sayyiduna Abu ‘Abdullah 
Maghrib! arrived in the town. He asked me, ‘What crime did you commit?’ I 

replied that I had eaten a plate of lentils and, as a fine, I was hit 200 lashes in addition to 
imprisonment. Hearing this, my respected teacher replied, ‘You were punished only 
slightly.’ I also told him about the incident of wine-jars. He interceded and got me released. 
(Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 153) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
ijp (JUo alll Jp - Ijivs 


Dear Islamic brothers! The Auliya of Allah J«5£ always refrain from following their Nafs. 
If they ever fulfil the demand of their Nafs, they face severe hardships, and in this way, their 
spiritual status is enhanced. These are private matters between them and their Creator. 

32. Fish bone 

Sayyiduna Abul Khayr ‘Asqalanl had the desire to eat fish from many years. 

Finally, he managed to have fish with Halal means. As soon as he stretched out his hand 
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to begin eating, a piece of fish bone pricked his finger. The wound went severely septic 
and his hand had to be amputated. He then beseeched in the court of Allah 
‘O Allah JmJs-I This is the state of the person who desired to consume a Halal thing and 
stretched out his hand towards it. What will be the condition of the person who desires a 
Haram thing and stretches out his hand towards it?’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 142) 

May Allah Js*S*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! The Madani mindset of the saints is extraordinary. Even after going 
through pain and trials, they still manage to pick the positives and adopt humility in the 
court of their Creator. It is our positive opinion that the pricking of fish bone was a means 
of further increasing (the spiritual) rank of Sayyiduna Abul Khayr ‘Asqalani A-cKJ. 
Sometimes, the bone pricks people in the throat while eating fish. If this happens, one 
should have patience because when a Muslim experiences difficulty, either his sins are 
removed or his spiritual status is enhanced. 

Reward of thorn-pricking 

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’Id Khudri and Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah have narrated 

that the Holy Prophet has stated, ‘No sadness, difficulty, anxiety, pain, 

injury, sorrow or even the pricking of a thorn reaches a Muslim, but Allah erases 
the sin of that Muslim (due to these difficulties).’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 7, pp. 3, Hadis 5641-5642) 

Wisdom of difficulties 

The Holy Prophet Jas-fi has stated, ‘If a high status is predestined for a person 
in the knowledge of Allah JmS*-, but the person is unable to acquire that status by 
his deeds, so Allah makes that person suffer financial, physical or family difficulty. 
He J*s&- then blesses that person with patience and makes him reach that high status 
which was predestined for him in the divine knowledge.’ (SunanAbiDawud, pp. 123, Hadis 3090) 

Woh ‘ishq-e-haqiql ki lazzat nahln pa sakta 
Jo ranj-o-muslbat say dauchar nahln hota 

He cannot taste the true love and devotion 
Who does not face adversity and harsh condition 
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33. Carrot and honey 

Our saints juubi used to oppose their Nafs strongly. Sayyiduna Sari Saqati 
has stated, ‘My Nafs has been urging me that I eat a single carrot dipped in honey (if not 
more) for the past 30 or 40 years, but I have not fulfilled its desire, j (Risala-tul- 
Qushayriyyah, pp. 153) 

May Allah Js-sSa have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

34. He spat out fig 

Sayyiduna Ja’far Bin Nasir has narrated: Once Sayyiduna Shaykh Junayd 

Baghdadi gave me a dinar to purchase some figs. I brought some figs from 

the market. At the time of Iftar, he placed a fig in his mouth but then immediately spat it 
out. He then began to weep and instructed that the figs be taken away. When he was 
asked as to why he did so, he replied, ‘A voice came from my conscience, ‘Are you not 
ashamed of fulfilling the desire you had already forgone for the pleasure of Allah 

(Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 154) 

May Allah Js-sSa have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

A wise man has rightly said, ‘One should not give his rein of control to his desire because 
it will lead him to darkness.’ (ibid, pp. 154) 

35. Confectioner fed them 

Shaykh-ul-Muhaqqiqin, Khatim-ul-Muhaddisin, Shaykh ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dihlvi 
kxj-z-*&£. has narrated, ‘My spiritual master and guide, Shaykh ‘Abdul Wahhab 
Muttaqi once stayed in a Masjid along with one of his friends for worship 

during the period of famine. They had already decided not to speak to each other. They 
also decided neither to ask anyone for food nor eat anything with their own hands. 
Twenty days passed without eating. On the twenty first day, a confectioner entered the 
Masjid and placed some food in between both of them and left. As they had already 
decided not to eat anything with their own hands, they did not eat at all. On the twenty- 
second day, the confectioner did the same and left. Again, both the saints did not even 
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touch the food. On the twenty-third day, the confectioner brought food and fed them 
with his own hands.’ (Al-Akhbar-ul-Akhyar ma' Maktubat, pp. 278) 

May Allah J«5£- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




36. Leftover bones 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Wahhab MuttaqI Qadirl ShazlI 
was a great saint. He would often remain hungry. Once, while 

discussing the wisdom of hunger, asceticism and avoidance of asking anyone for anything, 
he stated, ‘There was a time when I used to pick up the left over bones thrown from the 
shops of butchers and the dry stalk of barley which people threw away on the farms. I 
would wash and boil them in a cauldron and survive on a bowl of this soup. When people 
came to know of this state of mine, they started bringing different types of (delicious) 
foods for me. In order to avoid such gifts, I decided to leave that place and never stayed 
anywhere for more than three days.’ (Al-Akhbar-ul-Akhyar ma’ Maktubat, pp. 277) 

May Allah Js-sSt have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




37. Fear before eating 

Sayyiduna Wahb Bin Ward used to eat only one flatbread after remaining 

hungry for two or three consecutive days. Before eating, he used to supplicate to Almighty 
Allah JisSs- in the following manner, ‘O Allah You are aware that I am not strong 
enough to worship You without eating; I am fearful of weakness and grief. O Allah JsA*-! 
If there is something unlawful or Haram in this bread, do not punish me if it enters my 
stomach unknowingly.’ After making this Du’a, he would soak the bread in water and then 
eat it. (Minhaj-ul- Abidin, pp. 98) 

May Allah JsAt have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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We should weep after eating 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should be alarmed that we eat virtually anything that comes 
to our hand without considering (its permissibility). We should fear the accountability 
of the Hereafter. 

Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall jiJiaJx has stated in Ihyd-ul-‘Ulum, ‘The 
one who weeps after eating and the one who plays and enjoys after eating cannot be 
equal.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 8) He «*fcjtss*iii42friz has further stated, ‘One should repent and 
express sadness in case of eating doubtful food so that his tears and sadness can put off 
the fire of Hell which he might face due to eating the doubtful food.’ The Holy Prophet 
JUs^VssijisjtsSai!! j* has also stated, ‘The meat nurtured with Haram, fire (of Hell) is more 
entitled to it.’ (Shu ’ab-ul-Irmn, vol. 5, pp. 56, Hadis 5761) 

(Jp (JUu alll c-JLsM Jf’ Ijivs 


38. Piece of dry bread 

Sayyiduna Junayd Baghdadi ^ has narrated: Sayyiduna Haris Bin Asad 

Muhasibi walked past my house. He appeared to be hungry so I 

requested, ‘My dear uncle, please come and eat something.’ He came to our 

house but there was nothing for eating except some wedding food, which our neighbours 
had sent. I offered the same food to him. He took a morsel, placed it into his 

mouth and kept moving it in his mouth without swallowing. Instead of eating the morsel, 
he went to the porch and spat it out. Then, he left. When I came 

across him after some days, I asked him about the food I gave him. He ^ jus Jji 
replied, ‘I was certainly hungry and wanted to eat the food you offered so that I could 
please you, but there is a promise between me and Allah JsA^- that no doubtful food 
would go down my throat and it is the reason why I could not swallow it.’ I told him that 
the food had come from my neighbour’s house on a wedding occasion. I then asked him 
to come to my house so that I could serve him again. When he jtsSj&iiav entered, I 
served a piece of dry bread which he consumed. He then said, ‘You should 

present this type of food to the mystic saints.’ (Risala-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 429-430) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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39. His vein would pulsate 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see that our saints would never consume any doubtful 
food despite experiencing extreme hunger? Allah had especial mercy on Sayyiduna 
Haris MuhasibI as Sayyiduna Abu ‘All Daqaq has narrated that 

whenever Sayyiduna Haris MuhasibI used to stretch out his hand towards any 

doubtful food, a vein in his finger would start to pulsate. He would immediately refrain 
from eating that food, (ibid, pp. 429) 

Similarly, many other saints are also reported to have the saintly miracle of becoming 
aware of doubtful and Haram food in advance. 

May Allah 3zs'¥- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
jsJ- JUS all! Ijli 


40. Worshipper and pomegranate 

It is reported that a worshipper used to live on a mountain. In the vicinity was a 
pomegranate tree on which three pomegranates grew every day. He would eat them and 
continue his worship. Allah Js-sS^ willed to test the worshipper. One day, the pomegranates 
did not grow but the worshipper remained patient. The same thing happened the next 
two days. Worried and weakened by hunger, he descended down from the mountain. A 
house of a non-Muslim lied beside the mountain. The worshipper approached the non- 
Muslim and begged him for some food. The non-Muslim gave him 4 pieces of bread. 
(As the worshipper left), the dog of the non-Muslim began to bark at him. The worshipper 
gave one piece to the dog. After eating it, the dog pursued and barked again. He gave 
another piece of bread but the dog was still barking. Eventually, he gave all four pieces of 
bread but the dog did not become silent. Enraged, he said to the dog, ‘O despicable and 
greedy dog! You have no shame, I have begged your master for food which I have given 
to you but you still do not leave me.’ The dog replied, ‘I am not more shameless than 
you! Allah Js-sS^ bestowed upon you a nice sustenance for many years without any struggle, 
when He tested you a little you became so worried that you went to His enemy’s 
house to beg.’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 144) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt from the foregoing parable that if Allah JmS*-, who 
bestows upon us innumerable bounties, ever tests us, we should be patient instead of 
complaining. The following parable would further clarify this point. 

41. Mahmud, Ayaz and slice of cucumber 

It is reported that once a person gifted a cucumber to Sultan Mahmud Ghaznawl 
(jr^i Ah a renowned devotee of Rasul. The sultan accepted the gift and gave the 

person a reward. He then cut off a slice and handed it to his beloved slave Ayaz who 
consumed the slice relishing its taste. Then, Sultan Mahmud cut another slice, this time 
for himself. As soon as he put it into his own mouth, he spat it out instantly, as it was too 
bitter. Astonished at Ayaz, he asked, ‘Ayaz! How did you eat such a bitter thing? Even 
your facial expression did not reveal any sign of displeasure.’ Ayaz replied, ‘Respected 
Sultan! There is no doubt that the piece of cucumber was extremely bitter. When I placed 
it in my mouth, my wisdom asked me to spit it out but my love told me, ‘O Ayaz, beware! 
This is the same hand which gives you sweet things to eat every day. If it gives you 
something bitter to eat only one day, it does not matter. To spit it out is contrary to the 
etiquette of love. Therefore, following the command of love, I consumed the bitter slice 
of cucumber.’ (Rahbar-e-ZindagT, pp. 167) 

May Allah J«5£- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Being a Muslim, we all should have the same frame of mind. If 
Allah who has bestowed upon us countless favours, ever tests us with troubles and 
trials, we should accept them happily. The great is not the one who is loyal only when his 
object of devotion shows affection for him, but the one who is loyal even when he is 
ignored by the one he has affection for. 


Woh ‘ishq-e-haqiqi ki lazzat nahin pa sakta 
Jo ranj-o-musibat say dauchar nahin hota 


He cannot taste the true love and devotion 
Who does not face adversity and harsh condition 
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42. Non-Muslim monk embraces Islam 

Making individual effort, a saint once presented Islam to a non-Muslim monk. After a 
lengthy debate and argument, the monk replied, ‘It was a miracle of Sayyiduna Prophet 
‘Isa viOsMir- that he would not eat anything for forty consecutive days. This act can only 
be performed by a Prophet and a Siddiq.’ The saint replied, ‘If I remain 

hungry for fifty consecutive days, would you embrace Islam giving up your religion and 
realize that Islam is the true religion and that you are following falsehood?’ The non- 
Muslim replied ‘Yes.’ Therefore, the saint stayed with him for fifty consecutive 

days without consuming anything. He s&i then stayed hungry for another ten 
days. Having seen this saintly miracle, the monk embraced Islam forthwith. (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, 
vol. 3, pp. 98) 

Dear Islamic brothers! No one should misunderstand this parable. It must not be assumed 
that the saint surpassed Sayyiduna Prophet ‘Isa vJ&Jts sjUn 3 in status. It is a 
fundamental Islamic belief that no saint can ever surpass the status of a Prophet 
The one believing that a saint is greater than a Holy Prophet v3Lsji<hU. immediately becomes 
a Kafir (unbeliever). The monk was under the impression that after Sayyiduna Prophet 
‘Isa sAxn sLdi s no devotee of Prophet Muhammad bij* could stay 

hungry for forty days. The saint cleared the misconception of the monk by showing the 
saintly miracle of staying hungry for 40 days, making it clear that staying hungry for 40 
days is not the unique attribute of Sayyiduna Prophet ‘Isa -vSLui<«u, and the devotees of 
the Holy Prophet JUs-jdbssfeJisSiAi j* can remain alive despite staying hungry for 60 days. 

43. Rice and fish 

It is reported that a saint from Basra refrained from eating fish, rice and bread 

for 20 years despite the strong desire of his Nafs. After his death, someone saw him in a 
dream and asked as to how Allah treated him. He replied, ‘Words cannot express 
the bounties Allah has bestowed upon me. First, I was given fish, rice and bread and 
was told to eat as much as I wished.’ dhya-ul-‘Ulam, vol. 3,pp. 103) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how great the status of those who do not follow their 
Nafs is? Congratulations to those fortunate people who succeed in bearing hunger, 
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avoiding worldly joys and thus opposing their Nafs just for the pleasure of Allah 
After death, they will be blessed with superb bounties in Paradise. Allah says in 
Surah Al-Haqqah, verse 24: 


© Uj \JlLaa Vyi'j&S \ j-£ 


Eat and drink with relish, recompense for that you sent forth in the days gone by. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Al-Haqqah, verse 24) 

44. Beneficial to one’s heart 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Abu Sulayman Darani has said, ‘To refrain from any desire 

of Nafs is more beneficial to the heart than a year’s fasting and staying up at night (in 
worship).’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 103) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




45. Valimah in Paradise 

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali Aji has stated, ‘The 

saints walking on the path of the Hereafter would avoid the fulfilment of their desires 
because if a person eats different delicious things to satisfy his desires, his Nafs becomes 
arrogant and his heart becomes hard. Further, he becomes so interested in the delicious 
worldly things that the love of worldly joys permanently stays in his heart and he forgets 
that he will have to stand before his Creator, Allah J«V. The world is like Paradise and 
death is like a prison for such a person. On the contrary, the one who treats his Nafs 
strictly and deprives it of worldly pleasures; the world becomes like a prison for him, he 
feels uncomfortable in the world and his Nafs likes to get free from the imprisonment of 
life by leaving the world through death.’ Referring to the same point, Sayyiduna Yahya 
Mu’az RazI ^ has stated, ‘O the Siddlqln! In order to eat Valimah (wedding- 

feast) in Paradise, keep yourself hungry because the desire for food intensifies as much 
as the Nafs remains hungry. 
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In other words, when a person is extremely hungry, he really feels the joy of eating. This 
is the same thing experienced by every fasting person. Therefore, remain as hungry as 
possible in the world so that you can enjoy the delicious food of Paradise, (ibid, pp. 99) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




46. Dough that dried in sunlight 

Sayyiduna ‘Utba-tul-Ghulam -tSi ^ used to knead dough and let it dry in the 

sunlight. After this, he JM sh would eat it. He *Ai &■<? then used to say, ‘One 
should survive on a mere piece of bread and a little salt so that he could enjoy fried 
roasted meat and delicious food on the Day of Judgement.’ (fhya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 3,pp. 100) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

47. He did not drink milk for forty years 

Sayyiduna Malik Bin Dinar did not drink milk for forty years despite the 

desire of his Nafs. Once, someone gave him dates as a gift which he immediately gave to his 
students and said, ‘You people eat, I have not even tasted dates for forty years.’ (ibid, pp. 101) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

48. Meat and bread 

Sayyiduna ‘Utba-tul-Ghulam refrained from eating meat for 7 years. One 

day, he purchased some bread and meat. After roasting the meat, he <*sfe Julias? placed it 
on the bread. Meanwhile, an orphan came. He a&jbsjii&Pe gave the bread and meat to the 
orphan and began to weep reciting the eighth verse of Surah Ad-Dahr: 



And they feed, for love of Him, the indigent, the orphan and the prisoner. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Ad-Dahr, verse 8) 
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Since then, Sayyiduna ‘Utba-tul-Ghulam ^ did not even taste roasted meat 

and bread, (ibid, pp. 211) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 




49. Frightening thunderstorm 

Sayyiduna ‘Utba-tul-Ghulam has stated: My Nafs had the desire of 

consuming dates from many years. One day, I purchased some dates for Iftar. Suddenly, 
a severe thunderstorm occurred, darkening the sky and frightening the people. Looking 
at this, I said to myself, ‘This is your fault because you have obeyed your Nafs purchasing 
these dates and people are facing this storm because of your sins.’ I then made the promise 
that I would not even taste these dates.’ ( ibid, pp. 210) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


ijp (Jlij alll c-JLiM <Jp 


Dear Islamic brothers! It was the humility of this great saint that he considered himself 
responsible for the horrific thunderstorm. In essence, troubles do not befall due to saints, 
instead, they are removed due to their blessings. May be an earthquake was about to occur 
and it may have changed into a mere thunderstorm because of his presence. It is stated 
that mercy descends at the time of the mentioning of the pious. (Kashf-ul-Khifa, vol. 2, pp. 91, 
Hadis 1772) When divine grace descends at the mentioning of the pious, then what will be 
the magnitude of divine grace on the place where they are physically present! 

50. Green bowl 

Sayyiduna Shaflq Bin Ibrahim has narrated: I once met Sayyiduna Ibrahim 

Bin Adham 4^ Jtss s&i ^ in Makkah near the birth place of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet He was weeping while sitting on the roadside. I sat next to him 

and then asked, ‘O Abu Ishaq asE-jisSaisicsM (This was his Kunyah), why are you weeping?’ 
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At first, he did not tell me the reason, but when I insisted, he replied, ‘O Shafiq! Please 
keep my secret.’ I assured him that I would not disclose his secret, so he said, 

‘My Nafs had a strong desire for Sikbaj (meat with vinegar and fragrant spices) for thirty 
years but I kept preventing my Nafs from consuming it. Last night, I had a dream in 
which I saw a young man who had a green bowl of aromatic Sikbaj. Plucking up the 
courage, I moved away from him but he forwarded the bowl towards me and said, 
‘O Ibrahim, eat.’ I replied, ‘I will not eat because I have already left it for the pleasure of 
Allah Jm 5£.’ He said, ‘It is Allah JmS*- who has granted you this gift, please eat.’ I had no 
answer and began to weep. He insisted, ‘May Allah shower mercy upon you, (eat).’ 
I then told him, ‘We have been instructed not to put anything into our stomach until we 
are absolutely sure that the thing is Halal.’ 

The young man said, ‘Eat, may Allah grant you peace! I was given this food and 
told ‘O Khidr! Take this food to Ibrahim Bin Adham and feed him. Allah JsA*- 

had mercy on him for having persistent patience by preventing his Nafs from Sikbaj.’ 
O Ibrahim I have heard the angels say, ‘If a person does not accept the thing 

offered to him, he will not be given that thing even when he asks for it.’ I (Ibrahim Bin 
Adham said, ‘If it is so, I am prepared for it due to my promise with Allah JmK’ 

(I will not eat it). I turned back to return. Meanwhile, giving him something, another 
young man said, ‘O Khidr! Feed him with your own hand.’ Therefore, Khidr began to feed 
me and then my eyes opened. When I woke up, the taste of the food was still in my mouth. 
Sayyiduna Shafiq has narrated, ‘Having heard about this dream, I kissed his 

hand with love and respect.’ (ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 100-101) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

(Jp (JUo all! (Jp 1^1vs 


Leaving this world with Iman! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham used 

to oppose his Nafs. He refrained from eating Sikbaj for thirty years. By the 

grace of Allah J«5&, Sayyiduna Khidr vIjui came to feed him with his own hands. 
Sayyiduna Khidr is a Holy Prophet who is still physically alive in the world. 
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Here is a Madani pearl about the blessings of Sayyiduna Khidr vSLsji^jU-. In Tafslr Sawi, it 
is stated that whoever remembers the full name of Sayyiduna Khidr vfcubsjLXii^sts*^ 
along with his father-name, title and Kunyah, he will leave this world in the state of Iman. 
His full name along with father-name, title and Kunyah is ‘Abul ‘Abbas Balya Bin Malkan 


Al-Khidr (j3^-\ lllj (Tafsir Sawi, vol. 2, pp. 1207) 


May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




51. He used to speak to his Nafs 

The blessed son of Imam A’zam Abu Hanlfah Sayyiduna Hammad ^Julias? 

has narrated: I once went to the house of Sayyiduna Dawud Tai &■<?, I heard a 

voice from inside the house, ‘O Nafs! You desired carrot, I fed it to you. Now you desire 
for dates. By Allah I will never feed you dates.’ Saying Salam when I entered, I saw 
him alone. (In other words, the great Shaykh was addressing his Nafs). (ibid, pp. 101) 

May Allah 3a*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 




52. He vowed not to eat vegetable 

Sayyiduna Malik Bin Daygham has stated, ‘Once I saw a vegetable while 

passing through a market in Basra. My Nafs demanded me to eat the vegetable that night. 
I swore not to eat that vegetable for forty nights.’ (ibid, pp. 101) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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Oww* ^JLi\ 3 S3 \* *fi S\ 3 oj d_Lj o*-*-^- 5 ^ 

^_j>-JJ\ AJLJ\ q! aJL£J\ Qr5 4-^^ ^,x,*> \^c\ 


Excellence of Ramadan 


No matter how lazy Satan tries to make you feel, please read this chapter (every year) from 
beginning to end. j^aifeTLad,], You will see its blessings for yourself. 


Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs-dbs«i&jtrf£AiJ* has said, ‘Indeed, he who recites Salat (Durud) upon me the most, will be 
the closest to me on the Day of Judgement.’ (Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 2, pp. 27, Hadis 484) 

jSj£ ijp (jUu all! JL^s t_*l*i-! ^ 1^1vs 


Dear Islamic brothers! It is a great bounty of Allah Js-sS^ that He Js-sS^ has granted us a 
tremendous gift in the form of Ramadan, whose every moment is full of mercy. The 
reward of good deeds is multiplied many times in this month. The reward of a Nafl act is 
equivalent to that of a Fard one, while the reward of a Fard act is multiplied 70 times. In 
this month, even the sleep of a fasting person is considered an act of worship. The divine 
‘Arsh-holding angels say ‘Amin’ for the Du’a of the fasting people. According to a Hadis, 
the fish in the seas ask for forgiveness until Iftar for the one who fasts in Ramadan. 
(Attarghlb Wattarhlb, vol. 2, pp. 55, Hadis 6) 


Door of worship 

Fast is a hidden form of worship; no one can come to know about your fast until you tell 
it to others. Allah JmSs. likes hidden worship more. A blessed Hadis says, ‘Fasting is the 
door of worship.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghlr, pp. 146, Hadis 2415) 
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Revelation of the Quran 

Ramadan is a blessed and sacred month in which Allah revealed the Holy Quran. 
He mentions the revelation of the Holy Quran and Ramadan in these words: 


3 6-* J <J d-* 445 d>^ e?4^ 6^o J4^ 

, * ^ 9 h ,9 \ * ' i 9 ’',a * 

(J^j) Qjjidij J> ^-41 ■»^ 4b \ ^ JO*-d^3 \j-LfcCjJ J Jv-x5\^aid 


The month of Ramadan in which was sent down the Quran - the guidance for mankind, the 
direction and the clear criteria (to judge between right and wrong). So whoever among you 
finds this month, must fast for the (whole) month; and whoever is sick or on a journey, may 
fast the same number in other days. Allah js-sS^ desires ease for you and does not desire 
hardship for you so that you complete the count (of fasts), and glorify Allah’s greatness for 
having guided you, and so that you may be grateful. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 185) 


Definition of Ramadan 

Regarding the first part of this verse a renowned exegetist of the Quran, 

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated in ‘ Tafslr-e-Na’tm 1 , ‘Like (Rahman), 

Ramadan is probably one of the names of Allah JmS*- because He J«5£ is worshipped the 
whole day and night in this month. Therefore, it is called Ramadan i.e., ‘The Month of 
Allah J«S£.’ As a Masjid or the Holy Ka’bah is referred to the house of Allah Js-sS^ 
because it is the place where Allah J«5£- is worshipped, similarly, Ramadan is the month 
of Allah JisS^ because everyone is occupied with fulfilling the commandments of Allah 
in this month. Obviously, the fast and the Tarawih Salah are forms of worship but 
when a Muslim fasts, his Halal job or business is also considered worship. The word 
jLkij (Ramadan) is derived either from the word ‘»Ua^3’ (Ramdaun) or from the word 
J =^j (Ramd). The word implies the autumn rain which washes the earth and 
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produces a good spring harvest. Since this month also washes the dirt and dust of sins 
from the heart, making the crops of virtuous deeds blossoming, it is called Ramadan for 
this reason. 

For a good harvest, rain is needed everyday in the first month of the rainy season, four 
times in the second month and once in the last month. The last rain prepares the crops 
for harvest. In the like manner, a Muslim does virtuous acts for eleven months and then 
the fasts of Ramadan prepare the crops of virtues. The word (Ramd) implies heat 
or burning. As the Muslims endure the burning of thirst and hunger in Ramadan or as 
this month burns their sins, it is called Ramadan. (In Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, page 217, volume 
8 there is a narration reported by Sayyiduna Anas that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet JUs^bssfeJfcSiisi j* has said, ‘This month is called Ramadan because it burns sins).’ 

Reasons for names of months 

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘Some exegetists J 43 *? have said that 

different names were given to different months in relation to their seasons. (For 
instance) the month that fell in summer was called Ramadan, the one in spring was called 
Rabf-ul-Awwal and the one that fell in water-freezing winter was called Jumadal Aula. 

In Islam there is always a wonderful reason for a name, and the name is given in relation 
to the attributes of the thing. This is not found in other terms. We see an ignorant 
person named ‘Muhammad Fazif (learned) and a coward is called ‘Shayr Bahadur’ (a 
brave lion) and an ugly man is called ‘Yusuf Khan’ but there is no such defect in Islam. 
Ramadan is a combination of virtues and excellence, which is why it is called Ramadan.’ 
(TafsTr-e-Na’Tmi, vol. 2, pp. 205) 

ijp (jUo alll (Jp 


Palace with portal of gold 

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’ld Khudrl \aiv has narrated that the Holy Prophet sSaiii j* 

has said, ‘On the first night of Ramadan, the portals of the skies and Paradise are opened 
which remain open until the last night (of the month). So if anyone offers Sal ah in any 
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night of this month, Allah J«3*- will reward him with 1,500 virtues for every Sajdah 
(prostration) and make a palace of red rubies for him that will have 60,000 gates. The 
gates will have hinges of gold that will be embroidered with red rubies. Thus, the one 
who fasts on the first day of Ramadan will be forgiven for his sins until the last day of the 
month and 70,000 angels will ask for his forgiveness from morning till evening. Each 
time he prostrates during the day or at night, he will be granted a tree in Heaven and each 
tree is so huge that a horse rider can ride under its shadow for 500 years.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 3, pp. 314, Hadis 3635) 

Dear Islamic brothers! What an enormous favour our Hannan and Mannan 
Allah has bestowed upon us by granting us this blessed month for the sake of His 
Beloved Rasul Aid*! It is the month in which all the portals of Heaven are 

opened and the reward for good deeds is greatly increased. According to the foregoing 
Hadis, the one who offers Sal ah in any of the nights of Ramadan will be granted the 
reward of 1,500 good deeds for every Sajdah he performs. Further, there will be a 
magnificent Heavenly palace as well. This blessed Hadis also contains glad tidings that 
70,000 angels make Dua for the forgiveness of the fasting Muslims from morning till 
evening. 

(Jp (JUo alii (Jp l^Lszs 


Dear Islamic brothers! The mindset of attaining the blessings of Ramadan is 

developed by adopting the company of devotees of Rasul who are associated with 
Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah. 
Otherwise, bad company leads many people to committing sins even in this auspicious 
month. Let me tell you about a singer who was at one time drowning in the ocean of sins 
but was rescued by the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 

I was a singer 

An Islamic brother of Orangi Town (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi) has stated: Unfortunately, 
I was a singer. I was ruining my life in musical concerts. I was so heedless that I neither 
offered Sal ah nor felt guilty about my sins. 
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Fortunately, making individual effort, a responsible Islamic brother convinced me to attend 
the 3 day Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima held in 1424 A.H., 2003 in Sahra-e-Madlnah near the 
Toll Plaza, Super Highway, Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi. On the last day, we all attended a 
very passionate and heart-rending Dua that made me feel guilty about my evil deeds. I 
could not control my emotions and burst into tears, which softened my heart. 

I joined Dawat-e-Islami, repented of attending musical concerts and began 
to travel with Madam Qafilahs. On 25 th December 2004, as I was about to leave home to 
travel with a Madam Qafilah, I received a phone call from my younger sister who was 
very sad. She gave me the news of her new born blind baby girl and told me that doctors 
remarked that her baby would never be able to see. As she was talking, she could not 
hold herself back and began to cry. I encouraged her by saying that I would pray for her 
baby in the Madam Qafilah, 

During the Madam Qafilah, I made supplications myself and asked Rasul’s devotees of 
the Madam Qafilah to pray as well. It was my second day back from the Madam Qafilah, 
I received another phone call from my sister but this time she sounded extremely happy. 
She told me that her baby Mahak had got her eyesight, Amazed, the doctors 

remarked they don’t know as to how it happened because they didn’t have any cure for 
it. *h’ocis$\\ At present, I am blessed with the opportunity to carry out the Madam 
activities of Dawat-e-Islami as a member of the ‘Alaqai Mushawarat in Bab-ul-Madlnah, 
Karachi. 


Afataun say na dar, rakh karam per nazar 
Rawshan ankhayn milayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Ap ko doctor, nay gaw rnayus kar 
Bhi diyd mat darayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Don’t be scared of adversity, keep gaze on divine bounty 
Eyesight will be regained, travel with Madani Qafilah 
Even if the doctor has disappointed you 
Don’t give up hope, travel with Madani Qafilah 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how great the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami 
is? Many people who were previously wicked and impious are now leading their lives 
following the Sunnah of Beloved Rasul J* owing to the blessing of joining 

the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. The aforementioned incident also highlights 
the significance of travelling with Madam Qafilahs. As the troubles and problems of 
some people are solved due to travelling in Madam Qafilahs, the troubles and difficulties 
of the afterlife will also be relieved due to the intercession of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet 

Five special blessings 

Sayyiduna Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah sajuSAiii^ has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet j* has stated, ‘In Ramadan, my Ummah has been gifted five such 

things which were not given to any other Prophet vSlui«mU. before me: 

1. On the first night of Ramadan, Allah J«S£- showers special mercy upon them and the 
one upon whom Allah j*s5*- showers special mercy will never be punished. 

2. In the evening, Allah likes the smell emanating from their mouths (due to hunger) 
more than even musk. 

3. Angels pray for their forgiveness every night and day. 

4. Allah JisSt orders Heaven to be adorned for His (righteous) people and says, ‘Soon 
they will get rid of the grief of the world and find solace in My house and My bounties.’ 

5. On the last night of Ramadan, Allah Js-sS^ forgives them all.’ 

Standing up, a person asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah Is that Layla-tul-Qadr?’ 

He .Xa-dbssfcJtsSaliiJ* replied, ‘No. Do you not see that a labourer is given his wage 
when he finishes his job?’ (Attarghib WattarhTb, vol. 2, pp. 56, Hadis 7) 
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Compensation for minor sins 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah jus aJji has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummali jus^i J* has stated, ‘The five daily Sal ah and Salat-ul- 

Jumu’ah compensate for sins till the next Friday, and Ramadan compensates for sins 
until the next Ramadan, provided that the major sins are avoided.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 144, 
Hadis 233) 




I <Jp ijlsi 


Method of repentance 

jU-sU JLii tyUiii Ramadan is such a blessed month in which rain of mercy showers upon us 
and it is a means of our minor sins being forgiven. Major sins are forgiven by repentance. 
The way to repent is to mention the sin one has committed and then feel resentment for 
it in one’s heart and firmly vow not to commit it again. Let us say, for instance, that 
someone lied. He should say, ‘Ya Allah Js-A^! I repent of the lie I have told and I will not 
tell lies again.’ Whilst repenting, he must despise the act of lying and be sincere when he 
says the words ‘I will not tell lies again’ otherwise his repentance will not be valid. If the 
right of another person was violated, then it is necessary to seek forgiveness from him in 
addition to repentance. 

(Jp (JUu all! J xo c-JLi! j^ - ijU? 

all! J-aicu^! all! jl_ !JjJj 

jliS ail! 


Dear Islamic brothers! Books of Ahadls are full of the virtues of Ramadan. There are so 
many bounties and blessings in Ramadan that our Holy Prophet JUs«sibssfe JtsSaisi j* even 
said, ‘If my Ummah had known what Ramadan is, they would wish if only Ramadan had 
remained the whole year.’ (Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, vol. 3, pp. 190, Hadis 1886) 
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Heart-warming saying of the Holy Prophet *!# 

Sayyiduna Salman Farsi ^ JU5 aiii ^ has narrated that on the last day of Sha’ban, the 
Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah 
said, ‘O people! An auspicious and blessed month has approached you. In this month, 
there is a night that is better than a thousand months. Allah Js-s^ has made it Fard to fast 
in this sacred month. To offer (Tarawih Salah) in its nights is Sunnah. If you do a good 
deed in this month, it will be equivalent to carrying out a Fard act in any other month 
and if you perform a Fard act in this month, it will be equivalent to carrying out 70 Fard 
acts in any other month. This is the month of patience whose reward is Heaven. This is 
the month of sympathy, and the believer’s sustenance is increased in this month. 

In this month, the one who serves a fasting person with something to do Iftar, will be 
forgiven for his sins and his neck will be freed from the fire of Hell, and he will be 
rewarded the same as the one who fasted, without any reduction in the reward of the fasting 
person.’ The companions asked humbly, ‘Ya Rasulallah Jks 3^ dsi <P>! Not all of us 

possess enough money (to present a meal to the fasting person) for Iftar.’ He J* 

replied, ‘Allah will give this reward to the one who offers a sip of milk, a date or a 
sip of water to the fasting person, and the one who serves the fasting person with a meal 
so that his stomach is full will be given water from my pond (Kawsar) such that he will 
never feel thirsty and will enter Heaven. 

The first ten days of this month are mercy, the middle ten days are forgiveness and its 
last ten days are freedom from the fire of Hell. One who treats his slave leniently in this 
month (by not burdening him with heavy duties) will be forgiven and freed from the fire 
of Hell. In this month, there are four things which you should do in abundance, two of 
them will earn the pleasure of Allah Js-sS^ for you, and you cannot do without the other 
two. The two which will earn you the pleasure of Allah Js-sS*- are: 

1. To testify that there is none worthy of worship other than Allah. 

2. To ask for forgiveness. 

The two which you cannot do without are: 

1. To ask Allah Js-sS^ for Heaven. 

2. To seek refuge of Allah Js-sS^from Hell.’ (Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, vol. 3, pp. 1887) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! This Hadis describes the mercy, blessings and glory of Ramadan 
in great detail. In this month, we must make special efforts to please Allah by reciting 
the blessed Kalimah as many times as possible and by repenting in abundance. We must 
not neglect asking Allah for entrance into Heaven and protection from Hell. These 
are the two things we must persistently ask for. 

Four names of Ramadan 

’M\ How blessed Ramadan is! A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan has stated in the exegesis of the Quran Tafsir-e-Na’imi, ‘There are four 

names of this sacred month: 

1. Ramadan 

2. The month of patience 

3. The month of sympathy 

4. The month of increased sustenance.’ 

Elaborating the foregoing names, he has further stated, ‘Fast is patience whose 

reward is Allah As fasts are observed in this month it is called the month of 
patience. Sympathy means ‘treating others well.’ This month is called the month of 
sympathy because the reward for behaving well (and sympathising) with the Muslims, 
especially relatives, is increased. In this month sustenance is increased and even the poor 
enjoy the bounties of Allah JUsS^; therefore, it is called the month of increased sustenance.’ 
(Tafsir-e-Na’Tmi, vol. 2, pp. 208) 

(Jp (JUo alll <Jp Ijlvs 


Thirteen Madam pearls 

(These Madam pearls are extracted from Tafsir-e-Na’imi, volume 2). 

1. The blessed Ka’bah calls the Muslims towards it and distributes its bounties but this 
month comes to us and distributes blessings. It is as if the Ka’bah is a well and 
Ramadan is a river or the former is a river and the latter is rain. 
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2. In every month there are specific dates and timings for worship. For example, Hajj 
is performed in some particular days of Eid-ul-Adha. Similarly, the 10 th date of 
Muharram is the greatest in the whole month; but in Ramadan, specific worships are 
carried out in every moment of every day. Fasting, doing Iftar, waiting for Tarawlh 
Salah, offering Tarawlh Salah, sleeping or resting so that one can get up for Saharl and 
eating Saharl are all worships. In other words, every moment manifests the glory of 
Allah 

3. Ramadan is (like) a furnace. As a furnace polishes dirty iron and shapes the polished 
iron into a device that can be fitted into a machine and as a furnace shapes gold into 
jewellery and makes it fit to wear, similarly, Ramadan purifies sinners and elevates 
the ranks of virtuous people. 

4. In Ramadan, the reward of a Nafl deed is equivalent to a Lard one and the reward of 
Lard deed is increased seventy times. 

5. Some scholars have said that if someone dies in the month of Ramadan, he will not 
be questioned in his grave. 

6. Layla-tul-Qadr is also in this blessed month. The verse mentioned earlier says that 
the Holy Quran was revealed in Ramadan and in another verse Allah JsA*- says: 

(1): joi-N 4-^4 iS 

Undoubtedly, We sent it down in Layla-tul-Qadr (the blessed and valuable night). 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 

It becomes clear by the combination of both the verses that Layla-tul-Qadr is in 
Ramadan and it is most probably the 27 th night, because there are nine letters in the 
Arabic words jlill IH (Layla-tul-Qadr) and these words appear three times in this 
Surah (nine multiplied by three is twenty seven), therefore it may well be the 27 th night. 

7. In Ramadan, Satan is held in captivity and the gates of Hell are closed. Heaven is 
adorned and its gates are opened. This is why fewer sins are committed and more 
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virtuous acts are carried out in these days. Even those who commit sins in this month, 
do so due to their Nafs or the evil temptations from their accompanying devils. 

8. There will be no accountability of what is eaten or drunk in Ramadan. 

9. On the Day of Judgement, Ramadan and the Holy Quran will intercede for the fasting 
person. Ramadan will say, ‘Ya Allah Js-sS^! I prevented him from eating and drinking 
during the day’ and the Holy Quran will say, ‘Ya Allah Js-iM I prevented him from 
sleeping at night by making him recite me and offer his Tarawih Salah.’ 

10. In Ramadan, the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah 
jJUs^dbsiisjtsSiii! j* would free every slave and give charity in abundance. In Ramadan, 
Allah JiiSt also frees people from the fire of Hell. Therefore, we should strive to perform 
virtuous deeds and avoid sins in Ramadan. 

11. Ramadan is the only month whose excellence is mentioned in the Holy Quran by 
name. No other month is mentioned in the Quran by name, nor such virtues of any 
other month were described. Sayyidatuna Maryam tjs. jiss iAi && is the only woman 
whose name is mentioned in the Quran, and Sayyiduna Zayd Ibn Harisah 

is the only companion whose name is mentioned in the Quran. This proves the 
greatness of the three. 

12. In Ramadan, prayers are answered at the time of Iftar and Saharl. This privilege has 
not been given to any other month. 

13. There are five letters in the Arabic word jUkij (Ramadan) j, f, J>, \ and o. The j in 
uUAj refers to the Rahmat (mercy) of Allah J«5s p refers to the Mahabbat (love) of 
Allah JisSs jo refers to the Daman (guarantee) from Allah J«5t, 1 refers to the Aman 
(protection) granted by Allah Js-sS^ and o refers to the Nur of Allah 

There are five special worships in Ramadan. Fasting, Tarawih, recitation of the Holy 
Quran, I’tikaf, and worship at Layla-tul-Qadr. So anyone who sincerely performs 
these five forms of worship will deserve the aforementioned five favours. 

(Tafsir-e-Na’imi, vol. 2,pp. 208) 
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Heaven is adorned 

Dear Islamic brothers! Heaven is adorned the whole year to welcome the month of 
Ramadan. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar has narrated that the Prophet of 

mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs«alssskcifcs*ii 3* 
has stated, ‘Indeed, Heaven is adorned for Ramadan from the beginning of the year to 
the end.’ He JUs«jb«fej(sS£i>! J* has further stated, ‘On the first day of Ramadan, a breeze 
blows beneath heavenly trees, delighting the big eyed maidens of Heaven. The maidens say, 
‘Ya Allah JmS*- make such servants of Yours our husbands who would feast their eyes on 
us, and we would feast our eyes on them.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 312, Hadis 3633) 




J&kdl Words cannot express the glory of Heaven! May Allah Js-sS^ forgive us without 
holding us accountable and make us neighbours of His Beloved Rasul j* in 

Jannat-ul-Firdaus! 

Dawat-e-Islami is a global & non-political religious movement of the Muslims 
possessing correct Islamic beliefs. Here is a Madam glimpse of the blessings bestowed 
upon those associated with this movement: 

Neighbourhood of the Beloved Prophet 

Numerous Jami’at (Islamic universities) under the name of Jami’a-tul-Madlnah 
have been established by Dawat-e-Islami to teach Dars-e-NizamI free of cost to Islamic 
brothers as well as Islamic sisters. 

jLia^sJf! In 1427 A.H., about 160 students from these Jami’at travelled in the path of 
Allah for 12 months. Initially they enrolled in the Madam Qafilah Course, during 
which their morale was boosted, and 77 students presented themselves for Madam 
Qafilahs for the rest of their lives. Further, the zeal of the students received another 
tremendous boost when a devotee of Rasul was blessed with the vision of the Beloved 
Prophet JUs^dbaifcJUrfeiii J* in a dream. The petal-like lips of the Holy Prophet J* 

began to move, and the following words were uttered, ‘All those who have presented 
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themselves for the Madam Qafilahs for their entire lives will be with me in Heaven.’ The 
devotee who dreamt regretted not to have attained this privilege. The Prophet of Rahmah, 
the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah j* became aware of that 

devotee’s inner feelings and said, ‘If you also want to be amongst them, present yourself 
(for Madam Qafilah) for your whole life.’ 

Congratulations to devotees of Rasul on receiving this tremendous news! There is a very 
strong hope that those fortunate people for whom the news was given will die in the 
state of Iman JUsvAjiA-s&i, and for the sake of the Noble Rasul they will be 

blessed with his neighbourhood in Jannat-ul-Firdaus. 

However, remember that the dream of an ordinary person is not a proof by Shari’afi, so 
we cannot declare with certainty that a certain individual will enter Heaven simply on 
the basis of a dream. 


I in say Tayray sar-e-Hashr kahayn kash! Hudur 
Sath ‘Attar ko Jannat mayn rakhun ga Yd Rab 

If only the Prophet would say on Day of Judgement 

I’ll keep ‘Attar with me in Paradise with Divine Commandment 


Sixty thousand forgiven every night 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Masud has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet JUsrtJjssijU jusibi j* has stated, ‘At every night of Ramadan, an announcement is 
made in the skies till dawn, ‘O seeker of goodness! Complete (i.e. keep worshipping 
Allah and rejoice, and O evil one! Give up your evil and take some lesson. Is there 
any seeker of forgiveness, his desire will be fulfilled? Is there anyone repenting, his 
repentance will be accepted? Is there anyone making Du’a, his Du’a will be accepted? Is 
there anyone who seeks anything, he will be given what he wishes for?’ Allah JUsS^ frees 
sixty thousand sinners from Hell each evening of Ramadan at the time of sunset, and on 
the day of Eid He forgives as many people as the total number of those freed 
throughout the month.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 146) 

O lovers of Madlnah! The arrival of Ramadan is an enormous favour bestowed upon us. 
The doors of mercy are opened by the grace of Allah J«S£- and innumerable people are 
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forgiven. If only we sinners be given the letter of our salvation from Hell by the hands 
of the Holy Prophet JUs*jb**u. jusaiii J* for the sake of Ramadan! Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 
has made the following plea in the court of the Holy Prophet 

Tamanna hay farmaiye rawz-e-Mahshar 
Yeh tayri rihai kT chiiihl mill hay 

I desire being told by the Prophet JUs*dWsJis5ibij* on resurrection 
Here is the letter of your salvation and absolution 

One million sinners freed from Hell every day 

Whilst mentioning the favours, bounties, mercy and forgiveness from Allah Ju-sA, one 
day the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* said, ‘On the first night of Ramadan, 

Allah Js-A^ sees His creation with mercy, and if Allah J*A*- sees any of His servants with 
mercy He Js-sA will not punish that servant. He JsA^- frees one million (sinners) from 
Hell every day, and on the 29 th night He Ju-sA sets free as many as were freed throughout 
the month. On the night of Eid-ul-Fitr, the angels rejoice and Allah JsAs- reveals the 
specific attribute of His Nur and says to them, ‘O group of angels! What is the reward 
for a labourer that has completed his work?’ They reply that he be given his complete 
recompense. Allah Js-A*- then says, ‘Be witness that I have forgiven each one of them.’ 
(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 8,pp. 219, Hadis 23702) 


Forgiveness of one million in every moment of Friday 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet AiJ* has stated, ‘In Ramadan, every day at the time of sunset, Allah JsA*- 

frees one million such sinners from Hell for whom Hell had become Wajib due to their 
sins, and in every moment of Friday (in Ramadan), He Js-As- frees one million such sinners 
from Hell who had deserved damnation.’ (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 223, Hadis 23716) 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing Hadis contains a blessed account of great bounties 
and rewards from Allah Js-A*-. Every day in Ramadan one million sinners 

that had deserved Hell are forgiven, and one million sinners are set free from the 
punishment of Hell in every single moment of Friday, and then on the last night of 
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Ramadan alone, sinners are freed equal to the total number of the people freed from the 
punishment of fire throughout the month. 

May Allah Js-sS^ also include us in those fortunate forgiven ones! 






Immense goodness 

Amir-ul-Mumimn, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq would say, ‘We welcome the month 

that purifies us. The whole Ramadan contains goodness; whether it is the fasting of the 
day or Salah of the night. Spending (money etc.) in this month is like spending in Jihad.’ 

(Tanblh-ul-Ghafilln, pp. 176) 

Spend more 

Sayyiduna Damurah has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor 

of Ummah Jtss has stated, ‘Spend more (money etc.) on your family in 

Ramadan because spending in Ramadan is like spending in the path of Allah Js-sS*-.’ 
(Al-Jdmi'-us-Saghir, pp. 162, Hadis 2716) 

Big eyed maidens 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas <&> has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet jmiAiJ* has stated, ‘On the first day of Ramadan a breeze called Maslrah 

blows beneath the divine ‘Arsh, swaying the leaves of heavenly trees and making such an 
extremely pleasant sound that no one had heard before. On hearing this sound, big eyed 
maidens appear, they stand on top of the high heavenly palaces and say, ‘Is there anyone 
to ask for our hand in marriage?’ Then they ask (Sayyiduna) Ridwan ‘What night 

is this?’ (Sayyiduna) Ridwan recites Talbiyah (i.e. Labbayk) and says, ‘It is the first 

night of Ramadan, the portals of Heaven have been opened for the fasting (Muslims) of 
the Ummah of Muhammad (AttarghTb WattarhTb, vol. 2, pp. 60, Hadis 23) 
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Two types of darkness removed 

It is narrated that Allah Js-A^ said to Sayyiduna Musa Kallmullah 3 s -), ‘I 

have bestowed two types of Nur upon the Ummah of Muhammad JUs-jdbsjfe J* to 
protect them from two types of darkness.’ 

Sayyiduna Musa Kallmullah J* humbly asked, ‘Ya Allah JU-sS^! What are 

those two types of Nur?’ Allah Js-A*- said, ‘The Nur of Ramadan and that of the Quran.’ 
Sayyiduna Musa Kallmullah vSjui further asked, ‘What are two types of darkness?’ 
Allah Js-sSt said, ‘The darkness of grave and that of the Judgement Day.’ (Durra-tun-Nasihm, pp. 9) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how Allah is merciful to those who spend 
Ramadan worshipping wholeheartedly. There is a description of huge mercy and blessings 
of Ramadan in the previous two narrations. One can earn the pleasure of Allah isA and 
the eternal rewards of Heaven by fasting in Ramadan. 

Further, the second narration describes two types of Nur and darkness. The existence of 
light is essential for the removal of darkness. What a great favour our Allah has 
bestowed upon us by giving us the light of Ramadan and the Quran to remove the 
darkness of grave and the Judgement Day. 




Fast and the Holy Quran will intercede 

Fasts and the Holy Quran will intercede for the Muslims on the Day of Judgement. 
The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs-jjbssisjtsSiiii J* has stated, ‘The fast and the Holy Quran will intercede for people on the 
Day of Judgement. The fast will say, ‘O Merciful Allah Js-sSsJ I prevented him from eating 
and satisfying his desires during the day, accept my intercession in his favour.’ The Holy 
Quran will say, ‘I prevented him from sleeping at night, accept my intercession for him.’ 
Their intercessions will be accepted.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 2,pp. 586, HadTs 6637) 
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Reason for forgiveness 

Amir-ul-Mumimn, Sayyiduna ‘All has said, ‘If Allah Js-sA had intended 

to punish the Ummah of Muhammad JUsaibsisfc JsSi&i j* He J«5*- would never have bestowed 
upon them Ramadan and Surah Al-Ikhlas.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. l,pp. 216) 

Reward of hundred thousand Ramadan 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, 

the Intercessor of Ummah has stated, ‘The one who spends Ramadan 

in Makka-tul-Mukarramah, keeps fasts and offers Salah at night as much as possible, 
Allah Js-sSt will reward him equivalent to one hundred thousand Ramadan spent elsewhere. 
He will give him the reward of freeing a slave every day and every night each as well 
as the reward of providing a horse for Jihad every day. He will also give him the 
reward of a good deed each day and each night.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 3, pp. 523, Hadis 3117) 


Eid in Madinah! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Makka-tul-Mukarramah is the sacred city where the Beloved and 
Blessed Rasul J* was born. Allah Ju-sA has showered great blessings for the 

sake of His Beloved Prophet J*. If a devotee of Rasul spends Ramadan in 

Makka-tul-Mukarramah, keeps fasts over there and offers as many Nawafil Salah as 
possible, he will be rewarded equivalent to one hundred thousand Ramadan spent 
elsewhere, in addition to the reward of setting a slave free every day and every night and 
that of a good deed each day and night. 

May Allah bless us all with the privilege of spending the blessed month of Ramadan 
in Makka-tul-Mukarramah and worshipping as much as possible, and then, as soon as 
Ramadan ends, may we get to the sacred tomb of the Noble Prophet 
to celebrate Eid, crying and begging him for our ‘Eid presents’ and may we receive our 
Eid presents from his blessed hands! All this is possible by the mercy of the Blessed 
Rasul 
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The Holy Prophet would worship devotedly 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should worship Allah ^ abundantly in Ramadan and do every 
such act that earns us the pleasure of Allah Js-As- and His Beloved Prophet 
If anyone is not forgiven even in this merciful month, when will he be forgiven then? 
The Beloved and Blessed Prophet would devote himself to worship as 

soon as Ramadan arrived. 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah t has said, ‘In Ramadan, the Prophet of Rahmah, 
the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah would devote himself to 

the worship of Allah and did not use to come to his blessed bed the whole month.’ 

(Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 449) 

The Holy Prophet would make Du’a abundantly 

She tps.jts 5 &isi o*? has further said, ‘In Ramadan, the colour of the blessed face of the Holy 
Prophet JUsi&sskJ&Siii! J* would change. He would offer Sal ah abundantly, 

make Du’a in an extremely humble manner and remain overtaken by divine fear.’ 

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3,pp. 310, Hadis 3625) 

The Holy Prophet AS? would donate abundantly 

Dear Islamic brothers! In this month, donating money abundantly is also a Sunnah. 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas u#*. Jtss dji && has said, ‘In Ramadan the Prophet of 
mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
would set free every prisoner and give something to every such person who asked for.’ 

(Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 449) 




Most generous 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has stated, ‘The Holy Prophet j* 

is the most generous of all people and his ocean of generosity would turn turbulent the 
most in the moments of Ramadan when the honourable Jibrall viUJi visited him. 
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Jibrail -■isJi <«u. would come every night and they both would recite the Holy Quran. 
Rasulullah would demonstrate more generosity than even a fast blowing 

wind.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 9, Hadis 6) 

ijp (Jlj t3 dill <Jp 


Thousand times more reward 

Dear Islamic brothers! The reward of good deeds is multiplied several times in Ramadan, 
so one should perform as many virtuous deeds as possible. Sayyiduna Ibrahim Nakh’I 
has stated, ‘One day’s fast in Ramadan is greater than a thousand fasts (in any 
other month), making Tasblh (i.e. saying Ail 5=4^) once in Ramadan is better than saying 
it a thousand times in any other month and offering one Rak’at of Sal ah in Ramadan is 
greater than offering a thousand Rak’at in any other month.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 454) 

Excellence of Zikr in Ramadan 

Amlr-ul-Muminln, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq ^ has narrated that the Prophet of 

mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind i j* 

has stated, ‘The one who remembers Allah Ji-A- in Ramadan will be forgiven, and the 
one who asks Allah Js-sl*- for anything in this month will not be deprived.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 3, pp. 311, Hadis 3627) 


Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ and Zikr of Allah 5^ 

Dear Islamic brothers! How fortunate are the people who attend Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’at 
and ask Allah for success in the world as well as in the Hereafter. The 

Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement for the 
propagation of the Quran and Sunnah, consists of Zikr from beginning to end because 
Tilawah, Na’at, Sunnah-Inspiring speech, Du’a and Salat-o-Salam are all different forms 
of Zikr of Allah lUsS*-. Here is a blessing of an Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami. 
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Birth of son after six daughters 

An Islamic brother of Markaz-ul-Auliya (Lahore) gave the following account: Probably, 
in 2003, an Islamic brother invited me to attend Dawat-e-Islami’s 3-day Sunnah-Inspiring 
global Ijtima’ held in (Sahra-e-Madinah, Madlna-tul-Auliya, Multan, Pakistan). I told him 
that I was the father of six girls and that my wife was expecting another baby, I asked 
him to make Dua for a baby boy this time. 

Adopting an extraordinary manner of individual effort, the Islamic brother said, 
Then you definitely need to attend the 3-day Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima . In 
terms of the number of attendees, this is the biggest Ijtima’ of the devotees of Rasul after 
Hajj. Attend it and make Dua, innumerable pious Islamic brothers attend the Ijtima’, 
your Du’a may be accepted due to the blessing of their presence.’ His words touched 
my heart and I decided to attend the Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’. Words cannot express 
the faith-refreshing atmosphere I felt there. I felt such spiritual peace for the first time in 
my life. 

jksSi Jj A few days later, Allah blessed me with a baby boy, as beautiful as the 

moon. My family members were also overjoyed. I joined the Madam movement 

of Dawat-e-Islami. Allah JisA granted me another baby boy. JUsitkhusJi! At present, I am 
making efforts as the responsible for Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami in my locality. 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is not surprising that mercy is showered on the Madam 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami and other Sunnah-Inspiring gatherings because there 
are probably numerous Auliya JissdLii amongst these devotees of Rasul. 

A’la Hadrat has said, ‘There are great blessings in congregations and the Du’a 

made in the gathering of Muslims is more likely to be accepted. Scholars have said, 
‘Wherever forty pious Muslims gather, there will certainly be one Wall of Allah 
amongst them.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadld), vol. 24, pp. 184) (TaysTr Shark Jami’ Saghir, vol. 1, pp. 312, 
Hadis 714) 

Even if your Du’a is not accepted apparently, you must still avoid uttering words 
of complaint. Indeed, Allah Js-sS^ knows what is best for us. We must be grateful to 
Allah Js-iA at all times. If He gives you a boy, thank Him, if He gives you a 
girl, thank Him, if He JsAs- gives you both, thank Him, and if He doesn’t give you 
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either, still thank Him in all circumstances and situations. Allah JsA*- says in verses 49 
and 50 of part 25: 

dp p-Lsy ^5 

For Allah J«5*- is the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth, He JmS^ creates whatever He JsA^ 
likes. He Js-A 2 - bestows daughters on whoever He Js-A*- likes and He J«S£ bestows sons on 
whoever He Js-A*- likes. Or He Js-A^ couples both, the sons and the daughters, and He JsA^ 
makes whoever He JsA*- likes barren. Undoubtedly, He JsAs- is all knowing, the omnipotent. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 25, Ash-Shura, verses 49, 50) 

‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’imuddin Muradabadi ^iAji has stated, 
‘Allah JsAs- is omnipotent and He JsAt distributes His bounties as He 3«A likes. This 
was the case with the honourable Prophets visji as well. Sayyiduna Lut -io and 
Sayyiduna Shu’ayb had only daughters, no sons. Sayyiduna Ibrahim had 

only sons and no daughters, and the Noble Prophet Muhammad j* had four 

sons and four daughters while Sayyiduna Yahya and Sayyiduna Isa did 

not have any children.’ (Khazain-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 777) 

Devotee of Ramadan 

There was a man whose name was Muhammad. He would not offer his Salah all year round, 
but in the blessed month of Ramadan he used to wear clean and pure clothes and offer 
all five daily Salah. He would also make up for his missed Salah. People asked him as to 
why he does so, he replied, ‘This is a month of mercy, blessings, repentance and forgiveness, 
maybe because of this, Allah Js-At forgives me.’ After his demise, someone saw him in a 
dream and asked: iiil Jii li ‘How has Allah Js-A& treated you?’ He replied, ‘Allah 

has forgiven me for honouring the blessed month of Ramadan.’ (Durra-tun-Nasihm, pp. 8) 

May Allah JsAs- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

ijp (JUo ahl JlAs c-JLiM (Jp 
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Allah is Carefree 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how immensely Allah is merciful to those who 
honour the month of Ramadan (by worshipping and avoiding sins), and how He 
forgave the man who disobeyed Him throughout the year but worshipped Him only in 
Ramadan. It is important that no one should misunderstand this parable. No one should be 
under the impression that (Allah JmS*- forbid) it is now allowed to miss Salah throughout the 
year, and keep fast and offer Salah only in Ramadan and then walk straight into the Heaven. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Forgiveness and punishment all depend upon the will of 
Allah He is Carefree. If He JmS*- wants He Js-sS*- can be pleased with a Muslim for 
the smallest of virtues due to His mercy; and if He JisS^ wants He can punish anyone 
despite great virtuous deeds, for the smallest of sins, due to His justice. It is stated in 
Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 284: 

He JisS 2 - forgives whoever He wants and punishes whoever He wants. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 3, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 284) 

Til bay-hisab bakhsh kay hayn bay-shumar jurm 
Dayta hun wasitah Tujhay Shah-e-Hijaz ka 

Forgive me without accountability as I have countless sins 
For the sake of Your Beloved Prophet j* who is Hijaz king 

Three are concealed in three 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should neither miss any virtuous deed nor commit any sin no 
matter how minor it seems to be because we don’t know which deed will please Allah JmS*- 
and which sin will bring about His displeasure. The caliph of A’la Hadrat, Sayyiduna 
Abu Yusuf Muhammad Sharif Muhaddis Kotlavi has narrated: ‘Allah has 

concealed three things in three other things: 

1. His pleasure in His obedience 

2. His displeasure in His disobedience 

3. His Auliya among His servants.’ 
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He jisSs&ifc*!? has further stated, ‘Therefore, we should do each and every good deed 
because we do not know which deed would please Him. Similarly, we should avoid each 
and every sin because we do not know which sin would displease Him, no matter how 
minor it seems to be. For example, using someone else’s toothpick (without permission) 
or using one’s neighbour’s soil without permission, don’t seem to be the matters of concern, 
but it is possible that the wrath of Allah J«S£- be concealed in them. Therefore, one should 
take care even in such minor matters.’ (Akhlaq-us-Salihin, pp. 56) 

Forgiveness for giving water to dog 

O seekers of mercy! If Allah JsA*- wants to forgive, He does so even for the smallest 
of virtuous deeds. There are many narrations in this regard. For example, ‘A woman was 
forgiven just because she gave water to a thirsty dog.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 409, Hadis 3321) 

Another Hadis of the Beloved Rasul J JUs*ib»fejtsS*iii J* says that a man removed a tree from 
the path so that it would not cause difficulty to pedestrians. Allah JsA*- became pleased 
with him and forgave him. (Sahlh Muslim, pp. 1410, Hadis 1914) 

Another Hadis says a man got absolution for being lenient in demanding debt from a 
debtor. (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 12, Hadis 2078) The stories of the mercy of Allah are too 
many to be counted. 


ijp (Jl*j alll (Jp 


Deeds leading to relief from torment 

Dear Islamic brothers! When Allah JtwSfc showers His mercy on someone, He JzsSz 
accepts even a minor deed and forgives him. 

A Hadis mentions several different people who were blessed by Allah and were 
saved from torment due to certain deeds. 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdur Rahman Bin Samurah has narrated that once the Prophet of 

mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs«jibsjfejtsS*iii J* 
came (to us) and said, ‘Last night I had a dream in which I saw that: 
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1. The angel of death came to seize a person’s soul but his obedience to his 

parents appeared in front of him and saved him. 

2. A man was being punished in his grave but his virtue of performing Wudu saved him. 

3. A man was surrounded by devils but his act of making the Zikr of Allah saved him. 

4. A man was surrounded by the angels of retribution but his Salah saved him. 

5. A man’s tongue was hanging due to thirst, he would approach a pond to drink water 
but was not permitted to drink, then his fasts arrived and quenched his thirst. 

6. A man was trying to get closer to the Prophets auji but was not permitted, his 
Ghusl (ritual bath) arrived and sat him beside me (i.e. next to the Holy Prophet 

7. A man was frightened due to be surrounded by intense darkness, but his Hajj and 
‘Umrah came and brought him out of darkness and took him to light. 

8. A man wanted to talk to the Muslims but they did not pay him any attention, then 
his virtue of behaving relatives well asked the Muslims to speak to him, so they began 
to converse with him. 

9. Fire was approaching the face and body of a man who was trying to protect himself 
by using his arms, but then his charity arrived and served as a shield for him. 

10. A man was surrounded by the angels of retribution but his virtue of calling people 
towards righteousness and preventing them from evil saved him and took him to 
the angels of mercy. 

11. A man was sitting on his knees but there was a veil between him and Allah 
then his good character arrived and made him meet Allah 

12. The book of the deeds of a man was about to be given to his left hand, but then his 
fear of Allah JsAU- arrived and he was given his book of deeds in his right hand. 

13. The weight of a person’s good deeds was less (than that of his bad deeds) but his 
generosity arrived, increasing the weight of his good deeds. 
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14. A man was standing at the edge of Hell but his fear of Allah Jm 3*- arrived and saved 
him. 

15. A man fell into Hell but the tears he had shed out of the fear of Allah came and 

saved him. 

16. A man was standing on the bridge of Sirat and was shaking like a branch but then 
his hope that Allah JsAt will have mercy arrived and saved him, and he passed the 
bridge. 

17. A man was crawling across the bridge of Sirat, but then his recitation of Salat upon 
me stood him up and helped him pass it. 

18. One of my followers reached the portals of Heaven but they were closed, then his 
witness ‘There is none worthy to be worshipped except Allah came and the 
portals opened, allowing him to enter. 

Excruciating punishment for telling tales 

19. The lips of some people were being cut; I asked Jibrail ‘Who are these 

people?’ He replied, ‘They used to tell tales.’ 

Horrific punishment for accusing others of sins 

20. Some people were hanging by their tongues, I asked Jibrail -isji «u. as to who 
they were, he replied, ‘They used to falsely accuse others of committing sins.’ 

(Sharh-us-Sudur, pp. 182) 


Don’t miss any good deed 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! Allah JsaS* blessed the people who were being 
punished and set them free by virtue of different deeds such as obedience to parents, 
Wudu, Salah, fasting, Zikr of Allah Js-sSt, Hajj, ‘Umrah, behaving relatives well, call to 
righteousness and prevention from evil, charity, good character, generosity, crying due 
to fear of Allah JsA*-, having hope in Allah etc. 
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Remember! All these matters depend upon the will of Allah Js-A^. He JsA*- is omnipotent, 
He Js-sA forgives or punishes whoever He JsA^ wants, and this is His justice. If He iUsU- 
wants, He Js-A*- forgives by virtue of one (little) deed, but if He Js-A*- wants, He JsA^ 
punishes for one (little) sin, and His punishment is very severe. 

You have heard about the last two men mentioned in the foregoing Hadis. The Holy 
Prophet J* saw the retribution being given to those who tell tales and falsely 

accuse people of sins. Therefore, a wise person should not miss even an apparently minor¬ 
looking good deed because that good deed might lead to absolution, and he should avoid 
every type of sin, no matter how minor it seems to be as that sin might lead to punishment. 

4 Stories about sinners 
1. Fire blazed up in grave 

Sayyiduna ‘Amr Bin Shurahbil has stated, ‘Once a person who was considered 

very pious passed away. After his burial, the angels of punishment entered his grave and 
said, ‘We will hit you 100 whips as punishment.’ Frightened, he asked ‘Why will you 
punish me, I was a righteous person?’ They replied, ‘We will hit you 50 whips’ but he 
continued to argue with them. At last they decided to hit him only one whip. So they hit 
him one whip, which filled the entire grave with blazes of fire and burnt him to ashes. 
When he was revived, he asked shivering with pain, ‘Why was I hit this whip?’ They 
answered, ‘Once you offered Salah without Wudu, and once an oppressed man came to 
you for help but you did not help him.’ (Sharh-us-SudUr, pp. 165) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see even a pious and righteous person was punished in 
his grave in case of the displeasure of Allah Js-A^? May Allah Js-As- have mercy on us and 
forgive us without holding us accountable! 

{ yS\ 


2. Unjust weighing led to divine wrath 

Sayyiduna Haris MuhasibI has stated that there was a person who used to 

do the work of measuring grain. He left his job and occupied himself with worshipping 
Allah j*A*-. 
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When he died some of his close relatives saw him in a dream and asked, aW J*S U’ 
(How has Allah treated you?) He replied, ‘Due to my carelessness, dust had stuck 
onto the scale I used to use for weighing grain. I did not use to clean it because of which 
the amount of grain equal to the weight of the dust would reduce at the time of weighing. I 
am now being punished for that.’ (Akhlaq-us-Salihin, pp. 56) 

3. Screams from grave 

Similarly, another man who used to weigh food and sell without cleaning his scales was 
also punished in his grave after his death, and people even heard him screaming from 
inside his grave. Some pious people pitied him and prayed for his forgiveness, 

and by the blessing of their prayers he was relieved from his punishment, (ibid) 

Where do Haram earnings end up? 

There is a lesson in these two admonitory narrations especially for those who weigh 
things dishonestly. O Muslims! Although, sometimes, an apparent increase takes place 
in the wealth due to weighing unjustly, no goodness lies in this wealth. At times, these 
unlawful earnings prove to be a nuisance even in this world. This income may be lost in 
the form of huge medical fees, expensive medicines, robbery, bribery or theft, and above 
all, it may well bring about punishment in the Hereafter. 


Karlay taubah Rab ki rahmat hay bah 
Qabr mayn warnah saza hogi kan 


Repent as the mercy of Allah is immense 
Or else punishment in grave will be intense 


aiil 


aiil ^*3 


alii 



alii jll: 


til (jl. 

C-JL^-1 <Jp 
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Two mountains of fire 

It is stated in Ruh-ul-Bayan, ‘The one weighing unjustly will be thrown into the depths 
of Hell on the Day of Judgement, and having been made to sit between two mountains 
of fire, will be commanded to weigh them. When he approaches the mountains, the fire 
will burn him.’ (Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 10, pp. 364) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Ponder for a moment! The foregoing narration contains the 
admonition of extremely severe punishment for weighing unjustly for the sake of a few 
despicable coins in this short-lived life. Today, one cannot bear the heat of the world, 
how can one bear the scorching heat of two mountains in Hell? For the sake of 
Allah Avoid greed for wealth, or else unlawful earnings will lead to ruin in the 
world as well as in the Hereafter. 

4. Burden of a toothpick 

Sayyiduna Wahb Bin Munabbeh has stated, ‘There was a young Israelite who 

repented of all previous sins, and spent seventy years worshipping consistently. He would 
fast during the day and worship at night. He was so pious that he would refrain from 
resting in any sort of shade and from eating delicious foods. 

When he died, some of his close relatives saw him in a dream and asked, ‘hib ill' U’ 
(How has Allah treated you?) He replied, ‘Allah held me accountable, and 
forgave all of my sins, but unfortunately I am still not allowed to enter Heaven because 
of using a toothpick without its owner’s permission. I had not apologised to its owner.’ 

(TanbTh-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 51) 

(Jp (JUu alll c-JLsM <Jp l^Lszs 


After all a sin is a sin 

Dear Islamic brothers! Tremble with fear! When the wrath of Allah Ju-sA intensifies, one 
can be punished even for such a sin he considers very minor, as mentioned in the previous 
narration that a righteous man was prevented from entering Heaven simply because he 
used a splinter as a toothpick without its owner’s permission and died without seeking 
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forgiveness from the owner. Ponder for a moment! What is the worth of a splinter? These 
days, people defraud others of millions of dollars and feel no remorse at it. 



Delay in paying debt without respite is sin 

O Muslims! Tremble with fear! The matter of fulfilling the rights of other people is very 
crucial. Violating someone’s right, abusing him, frightening him by staring at him 
aggressively, threatening him, hurting his feelings by telling him off or in any other way, 
not paying his due debt or delaying the payment of his debt without a Shar’i exemption; 
these are all examples of depriving people of their rights. 

Remember! If one owes someone money and is not in a position to pay it in cash but can 
pay it even by selling his household furniture, he must do so. If one does not pay debt 
without debtor’s permission despite having the means to do so, he will remain a sinner 
unless he pays the debt. Whether he is awake or asleep, a sin will be recorded (in his 
book of deeds) for each and every moment. In other words, his meter of sins will continue 
to tick away. It is the consequence of delaying the payment of debt, what will be the 
severity of the sin of not paying it at all. 

Burden of three paisas 

A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
was asked a question about a (supposed) man called Zayd who delayed in paying a debt 
and made lame excuses without any valid reason. A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
c^iJi kfv answered: ‘Zayd is a sinner, corrupt, an oppressor, a liar and liable for 
punishment, what else does he want to be called! If he dies without paying the debt he 
will have to give the creditors his good deeds. He will have to give 700 Salah with 
Jama at for approximately 3 paisas (that he owes). If he runs out of good deeds he will 
have to carry the burden of their (the creditors) sins and will be thrown into Hell.’ 
(Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadXd), vol. 25, pp. 69) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! It is impossible for the oppressor to attain salvation without 
satisfying the oppressed one. However, if Allah j*sj£- wants He Jsafc will reconcile between 
the oppressed and the oppressor on the Day of Judgement; otherwise, the oppressed will 
be given the good deeds of the oppressor. If this does not settle the case either, the sins of 
the oppressed will be given to the oppressor, and though this oppressor may have left the 
world as a pious man with heaps of good deeds, on Judgement Day he will be left empty- 
handed and be thrown into Hell. We seek Allah’s refuge. 

Who will be destitute on Judgement Day? 

The Holy Prophet JUs-jb^Jusati j* once asked his companions ‘Do you know 

as to who a destitute person is?’ They replied, ‘Ya Rasulallah the one who 

does not have wealth is a destitute.’ He JUs«dbsskJisS*iii said, ‘The destitute in my Ummah 
is the one who will be brought on the Judgement Day with Salah, fasts and charity (in his 
book of deeds) but would have abused and accused someone, he would have taken wealth 
unlawfully and shed blood (or) beaten someone and as a result of these sins, his good deeds 
will be taken from him. If he runs out of good deeds and there are still claimants (against 
him), he would have to take the sins of the oppressed (people) and would resultantly be 
thrown into Hell.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1394, Hadis 2581) 




Who is an oppressor? 

Remember! It is not only the murderers, robbers and gangsters that are oppressors; in 
fact, anyone who violates even a minor right of the other person is an oppressor (and the 
other is the oppressed). For example, unlawfully taking even a single rupee of the other 
person, unlawfully scolding someone, staring aggressively at someone, teasing him etc. 
are all the acts of oppression. 

If the oppressed also violated the rights of the oppressor, both of them would be oppressors 
and the oppressed in this case. There will be many such people who will be the ‘oppressed’ 
in one case and the ‘oppressor’ in the other. 
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Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Anls has stated that on the Day of Judgement, Allah J«5£ 

will say, ‘No one shall enter Hell or Heaven until he/she is held accountable for the rights 
of people.’ So if anyone has violated the rights of others he will not enter Hell or Heaven 
until he compensates for it. (Akhlaq-us-Salihin, pp. 55) 

In order to get detailed information about people’s rights, please read the booklet 
‘Aftermath of Cruelty published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. Ya Allah JmS*- protect Muslims 
from violating each others’ rights and enable us to apologize and forgive each other for all 
previous mistakes in this matter! 

ijp (Jiij aiii <Jp 


Excellence of dying in Ramadan 

The fortunate Muslims who die in the blessed month of Ramadan not only remain safe 
from being questioned and punished in their graves, but also deserve Heaven. The 
honourable scholars AtiSain have said, ‘The Muslim who dies in this month will go 
straight into Paradise; as if the gate of Hell is closed for him.’ (Anis-ul-Wa’izin, pp. 25) 

Glad tidings of Heaven for three people 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud as&jisSablest has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet has stated, ‘If anyone dies at the end of Ramadan he will enter 

Heaven; if anyone dies at the end of the day of ‘Arafah (9 th Zul-Hijjah) he will enter 
Heaven too, if anyone dies whilst donating (in the path of Allah he will also enter 
Heaven.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 5,pp. 26, Hadis 6187) 

Reward for fasting until Judgement Day 

Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah has narrated that the 

Noble Prophet JUs^bsssfejiss*AiJ* has said, ‘If anyone dies in the state of fast, Allah will 
bless him with the reward of fasting until the Day of Judgement.’ ( Firdaus - bima Saur-ul- 
Khattab, vol. 3, pp. 504, Hadis 5557) 
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j«j£ JdIck^! How fortunate the fasting person is! If he dies in the state of fast, he will be 
granted the reward of fasting till the Day of Judgement. Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik 
aisled has said that he heard Rasulullah ii j* say, ‘Ramadan has come to 

you, the gates of Heaven are opened and those of Hell are closed, and the devils are held 
in captivity. The person who finds Ramadan but is not forgiven is a deprived one, because 
if he is not forgiven even in Ramadan, when will he be forgiven then?’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, 
vol. 3, pp. 345, Hadis 4788) 


Portals of Heaven are opened 

Dear Islamic brothers! In Ramadan the gates of mercy and Heaven are opened, those of 
Hell are closed and the devils are chained. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah as. has 

narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUj-gbaskJtsSshi j* would 
say to his companions ‘The month of Ramadan has arrived; it is a very blessed 

month. Allah has commanded you to fast in it. In this month, the gates of the skies 
are opened and those of Hell are closed. Satans are kept in chains. In this month there is 
a blessed night called Layla-tul-Qadr which is greater than a thousand months. The 
person who is deprived of its blessings is (completely) deprived.’ (Sunan Nasal, vol. 4, pp. 129) 

Devils tied in chains 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah & has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah JUs-jabsjkjtsSiiiiJ* has stated, ‘In Ramadan the gates of the skies are 
opened.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 626, Hadis 1899) 

Another narration says that the gates of Paradise are opened and those of Hell are closed 
(and) the devils are kept in chains. Another narration says that the gates of mercy are 
opened. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 543, Hadis 1079) 


Why are sins committed despite Satan being in chains? 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan kzj* has 
stated, ‘In Ramadan, the gates of the skies are opened, through which special bounties of 
Allah Js-sSi- descend upon the earth. The gates of the Heaven are also opened by which 
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the maidens of Heaven become aware that Ramadan has arrived in the world, and so 
they pray for the people of the world. 

Further, it is also said that no one is punished in his grave in Ramadan. It implies that 
the gates of Hell are closed in Ramadan, due to which the heat of Hell does not reach the 
graves of sinners and even unbelievers. Satan, along with his offspring, is chained. If anyone 
commits sins in this month he does so due to the evil of his Nafs, not because of Satan.’ 

(Mirat-ul-ManajTh, vol. 3, pp. 133) 


Sins are reduced to some extent 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is generally observed that the Muslims get more interested in 
worship in Ramadan compared to other months. It becomes easier to perform righteous 
deeds and a reduction in sins takes place, though to some extent. 

As soon as Satan is released 

As soon as Ramadan ends and Satan is released, it seems as if a storm of sins has 
occurred. Too many sins are committed on Eid day that even the cinemas that are not 
filled the whole year round become full on Eid day. Fairs that are not seen all year round 
are held on Eid. It seems Satan is extremely annoyed as a result of being held in captivity 
a whole month and wants to take revenge within the day of Eid. All amusement parks fill 
with men and immodest women, theatres are always packed out on Eid, new films and 
dramas are released just for Eid, and hence countless Muslims become toys in the hands 
of Satan. However, there are some fortunate Muslims who are not heedless of Allah 
and turn down the misleading invitation of Satan. 

Mercy on fire worshipper 

There was a fire worshipper who lived in Bukhara. One day he was walking through a 
Muslim marketplace along with his son. His son began to eat something publicly. Seeing 
his son eating, he slapped him and scolded him saying, ‘Aren’t you ashamed of eating in 
the Muslims’ market in Ramadan?’ His son replied, ‘(But) Father, you also eat in Ramadan, 
don’t you?’ The father replied, ‘I don’t eat in front of the Muslims, I eat at home where 
they can’t see me, I don’t desecrate this holy month.’ 
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After some time, this fire worshipper died. Someone had a dream in which he saw the 
deceased stroll in Heaven. Amazed, the dreaming person asked, ‘You were a fire worshipper; 
how did you get into Heaven?’ He replied, ‘You are right; I was a fire worshipper but at 
the time of death, Allah blessed me with faith for honouring Ramadan and granted 
me Heaven after death.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. l, pp. 217) 


Penalty for eating publicly in Ramadan 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see? Allah not only blessed a fire worshipper with 
faith for honouring Ramadan but also granted him the eternal blessings of Heaven. All 
those heedless brothers who don’t honour Ramadan at all despite being Muslims should 
learn some lesson from this parable. They do not fast, dare to smoke cigarettes and chew 
Pan (betel) in front of fasting Muslims and some are so shameless that they even eat and 
drink publicly. 

Remember! The honourable scholars of Islam have stated, ‘If anyone eats or 

drinks deliberately in public during the day in Ramadan without a Shar’i exemption, his 
punishment is that he will be killed (by the Islamic ruler).’ 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 392) 


Are you not going to die? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Please ponder! This is the punishment in this world for those who 
do not fast (this punishment can only be imposed by an Islamic ruler) then how horrific 
and severe the punishment of the hereafter will be! 

O Muslims! Wake up from the sleep of heedlessness! How long will you make merry in 
this world? When would you realize the great loss of wasting the previous moments of 
your life in heedlessness? Are you not going to die? 

Remember! A day will certainly come when you will be leaving this world. Death will put 
an end to all of your luxuries and pleasures. It will make you rest on soil in lieu of your 
comfortable and cosy mattress. It will take you out of your beautifully decorated rooms 
full of entertainment devices and lead you to your dark grave, and then, it will be futile 
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to regret. You have a chance now; repent sincerely of your sins and become punctual in 
your Salah and fasts. 

Karlay taubah Rab kl rahmat hay ban 
Qabr mayn warnah saza hogi kan 

Repent as the mercy of Allah is immense 
Or else punishment in grave will be intense 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to get rid of sinful life, join the Madani environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement for the propagation of the Quran 
and Sunnah. JwSfcdJisL&ai You will succeed in the worldly life as well as in the afterlife. 
Here is a blessing of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Blessings of Sunnah-Inspiring speeches 

The following is a summary of the statement a Pakistani Islamic brother made under oath: 
From 1987 to 1990 I was affiliated with a political movement. Due to escalating corruption 
and political unrest in Pakistan, my family talked me into leaving the country, so I ended 
up travelling to Oman. On November 3, 1990 I joined a garment factory in Muscat. 

In 1992 an Islamic brother of Dawat-e-Islami joined our factory as a labourer. As a 
result of his individual effort, I began to offer Salah The environment in the 

factory wasn’t good at all. In our department, there were about 8 or 9 cassette players, 
and songs used to be played all the time in several different languages including Urdu, 
Punjabi, Pashtu, Hindi, Bengali etc, with the volume always turned up. J&U-Aite&X, due 
to the blessings of the company of this devotee of Rasul, I began to hate music, so we 
both decided to buy the cassettes of Sunnah-Inspiring speeches released by Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah and play them in the factory. 

In the beginning we faced objections and criticism, but we didn’t give up courage. 

These Sunnah-Inspiring speeches had a strong positive effect on me. The 
speeches that inspired me the most included, ‘ The First Night in Grave , ‘Reality of the 
World’, ‘Unfortunate Groom’, ‘The Talking Grave’ and ‘Three Graves’ (all in Urdu 1 ). 

1 You can buy these recorded speeches from Maktaba-tul-Madlnali in your own country. 
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I developed a mindset of hating sins and pondering over my Hereafter. The speeches also 
inspired a few others who began to support us. The devotee of Rasul, who created this 
Madani transformation in my heart, left his job and returned to Pakistan. We managed 
to get 90 more cassettes of Sunnah-Inspiring speeches from Pakistan. 

At first, there were only 50 or 60 men in the factory who would offer Salah but as a result 
of listening to these speeches this number increased up to 250 We contributed 

and bought an expensive 400 watt speaker that was installed to the wall so that we could 
listen to the speeches easily. We made a schedule of listening to the recitation of Quran 
from 7:00 to 8:00 in the morning, Na’ats of our Beloved and Blessed Rasul J* 

from 8:00 to 9:00 and then a Sunnafi-Inspiring speech from 9:00 to 10:00. 

Gradually, we collected 500 cassettes. Along with me, five other Islamic brothers also 
joined Dawat-e-Islami. JwS*. *-4 Jf we began Masjid Dars and gradually started a 
Sunnah-Inspiring weekly Ijtima’ in our factory which would be attended by more or less 
250 Islamic brothers. Then we started a Madrasa-tul-Madlnah (for adults). Islamic 
brothers (of the factory) began to act upon Sunnah; several of them adopted the blessed 
Sunnah of growing a beard, a symbol of devotion to our Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
and 20 to 25 Islamic brothers began to wear the blessed turban. 

At first, our manager used to object to us for listening to the cassettes, but the sound of 
the speeches eventually changed his frame of mind, j impressed and inspired 
by listening to the Sunnah-Inspiring speeches, he also began to offer Salah and grew a 
fist-length beard. 

The Islamic brother further said: I have returned to Pakistan where I am currently trying 
to spread Sunnah as a Nigran (responsible person) of the Mushawarat of a division in 
Karachi. As Sunnah-Inspiring cassettes released by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah caused an 
enormous change in my life I wish every Islamic brother and sister listen to at least one 
Sunnah-Inspiring speech or Madani Muzakarah (i.e. question-answer session) daily, 
this will bring about huge blessings in the world as well as the Hereafter. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the blessings of the cassettes of Sunnah-Inspiring 
speech released by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah! This brother was very fortunate; there are many 
other people who have been attending the weekly Ijtima’ for years yet they do not seem 
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to have changed their lives positively to a great extent. This might be because they do not 
listen to the speeches attentively. How will someone be able to gain the blessings of religious 
speeches by listening to them inattentively, looking around or talking during the speech? 
Listening to advice inattentively is a trait of the unbelievers and therefore Muslims must 
avoid it. Allah says in verses 2 and 3 of Surah Al-Anbiya (part 17): 


^9* 9** - V 9 9 9 ^ £ * 9* 9 ^ Zf 9 9 

Oy *.j 8ycixZA OO^ j&jj OO? ^ 


When any new advice comes to them from their Creator they do not listen to it but 
inattentively, their hearts are in heedlessness. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 17, Siirah Al-Anbiya, verse 2) 


So please make a habit of listening to Sunnah-Inspiring speeches. jMSs-kbidLfc&i You will 
be surprised to see the blessings 1 . 


Whole year’s deeds ruined 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas tijitjfcsaiiicsft? has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, 
the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind Jtss*ii j* has stated, 

‘Verily, Heaven is adorned for the month of Ramadan from one year to the next. When 
Ramadan comes, Heaven says, ‘Ya Allah In this month, give me the people from 
amongst Your servants who will live in me.’ The Heavenly maidens say, ‘Ya Allah J«5£ 
in this month, give us our husbands from amongst Your servants.’ Then the Holy Prophet 
JUs 4 -, jus dii said, ‘In this month, if anyone protects his Nafs avoiding intoxicant, 
refraining from laying a false blame on a Muslim and all type of sins, Allah Js-sV will 
marry him to 100 heavenly maidens every night, and He will make for him a palace 
of gold, silver, rubies and emeralds in Heaven. This palace will be so enormous that even 
if the whole world is placed into it, the world would take up only as much amount of 
space as a herd of sheep takes up in the world. If anyone drinks an intoxicant or falsely 
accuses a Muslim or commits a sin, Allah JU-sV will ruin his one year’s (good) deeds. 


1 For more accounts of the blessings of Sunnah-Inspiring speeches please buy the booklet ‘ The Blessings of 
Sunnah-Inspiring Speeches (Urdu)’ from Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. 
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Therefore, refrain from heedlessness in Ramadan because it is the month of Allah 
Allah has given you eleven months to take advantage of His bounties and enjoy 
them, and He has specified one month for Himself, so fear (Allah JsA^) concerning 
Ramadan.’ (Mu’jam Awsaf, vol. 2, pp. 414, Hadis 3688) 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt that as there are glad tidings of reward and mercy 
for those who honour Ramadan, there are warnings as well for those who disrespect it by 
indulging in sins. 

The foregoing Hadis specifically mentions drinking intoxicant and laying a false blame 
on a Muslim. Remember! Alcohol is the mother of all evils, drinking it is Haram and will 
lead to Hell. Sayyiduna Jabir has narrated that the Holy Prophet jmiAi 

has stated, ‘It is Haram to consume even a small amount of the thing that intoxicates in 
large amount.’ (Sunan AblDawud, vol. 3, pp. 459, Hadis 3681) 


Blood and pus of Hell-dwellers 

Laying a false blame on a Muslim is also Haram and leads to Hell. A Hadis states, ‘If anyone 
lays a false blame on a Muslim, Allah Ju-sSt will keep him in Radgha-tul-Khabal until he is 
relieved of (the harm of) what he said.’ ( Sunan Abl Dawud, vol. 3, pp. 427, Hadis 3597) 

Radgha-tul-Khabal is the part of Hell where the blood and pus of Hell-dwellers accumulate. 
(Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 5, pp. 313) Commenting on the part of the Hadis ‘Until he is relieved of 
(the harm of) what he said ’ Shah ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dihlvl ^ has stated, ‘It 

implies that he will be cleansed of this sin either by repenting of it or by suffering its 
punishment.’ (Ashi’at-ul-Lam’at, vol. 3, pp. 290) 


Sins in Ramadan! 

Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Ham tpt has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Rasul 

sSi&i j* warned, ‘My Ummah will not be disgraced as long as it fulfils the rights of 
Ramadan.’ He JU«ab<si6jiss*iii was asked as to what was meant by the disgrace of Ummah 
in this matter, he JUs^bssfcj&s*Aid* replied, ‘Committing sins in this month.’ 
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He jLa«di5*jt£jtsJ4in j* has further stated, ‘If anyone fornicates or drinks alcohol in this 
month Allah and all His angels curse him, if he dies before the next Ramadan he 
will not have a single virtue to save him from the fire of Hell. So fear (Allah Ju-sS^) concerning 
Ramadan. As the reward of good deeds is increased in this month compared to other 
months, the severity of sins also increases.’ (Mu’jam Saghir, vol. 9, pp. 60, Hadis 1488) 


(Jj. IjjJj 


all! 





Beware, ungrateful ones! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Tremble with fear! Don’t waste the blessed moments of Ramadan 
in sinful activities. As rewards for virtuous actions are increased in this month the 
nuisance of sins is also increased. One who fornicates or drinks alcohol in Ramadan is so 
unfortunate that if he dies before the next Ramadan he will not have a single virtue to 
save him from the fire of Hell. 

Remember! The fornication of the eyes is to misuse them (by looking at Na-Mahram 
women etc.) and that of the hands is to touch a woman (or an attractive young boy with 
lust), so beware! In Ramadan, do your best to avoid misusing your eyes in any way. Do 
not look at women and attractive boys. Apply Madam guard to your eyes as long as 
possible (make every possible effort to keep your eyes lowered). Alas! Sometimes even 
the Muslims who offer Sal ah and fast face the wrath of Allah JisS^ and the punishment 
of fire as a result of desecrating Ramadan. 

Black spot on heart 

A Hadis states, ‘When a person commits a sin, a black spot is marked on his heart. If he 
commits another sin another black spot is marked on his heart (and this carries on) until 
his (whole) heart becomes black. Then advice has no effect on his heart.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, 
vol. 8, pp. 446) 
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It’s obvious that if someone’s heart is rusty and black then how can words of piety and 
advice affect him? It becomes extremely difficult for such a person to avoid sins in Ramadan 
as well as in other months, and he finds it hard to perform good deeds. If somehow he 
does manage to occupy himself in acts of piety he does not enjoy himself carrying them 
out and tries to find the ways to avoid the Sunnah-Inspiring Madam environment. His 
Nafs makes him have long hopes and he becomes heedless and eventually dissociates 
himself from the Madam environment. Such a person wastes the blessed moments of 
Ramadan, playing and listening to music, playing cards and chess, gossiping, chatting 
etc. and thereby ruins these sacred and blessed moments. 

Cure for blackness of heart 

It is absolutely vital to treat this blackness of heart. An extremely effective treatment is to 
become the disciple of a perfect Murshid. In other words, one should become the disciple 
of a pious and righteous man who abides by Sunnah, whose vision makes his disciples 
remember Allah JmS*- and His Beloved Rasul JUs-AssjkjkSiii! J*, whose speech motivates his 
followers to offer Sal ah and act upon the blessed Sunnah and whose company inspires 
others to prepare for death and the afterlife. If one is fortunate enough to find such a 
competent Murshid then this blackness of heart will certainly be cured, JzsStd LjuILs&i. 

Remember! We are not allowed to pass such comments about any particular Muslim 
sinner as his heart is black or it has been sealed, due to which he does not accept my call 
to righteousness. Allah has the power to make him repent and come onto the straight 
path. May Allah JmS*- remove the blackness of our hearts! 


Here is an admonitory parable, please read it and tremble with fear of Allah js-A*-! Those 
who play cards, chess, video games, watch films and dramas, listen to music etc. despite 
fasting should particularly listen to it attentively. 
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Horrific scene of grave! 

Once Amir-ul-Muminin, Sayyiduna ‘All 4^1 JusaLujs' went to a cemetery in Kufa to 
visit graves. Seeing a newly-prepared grave, he Ai & desired to get to know of its 
internal state, so he implored Allah JisA humbly, ‘Ya Allah reveal to me 

the condition of the deceased buried in this grave.’ Immediately, all the veils between 
him and the deceased were lifted. What he saw was a horrific scene; the deceased was 
being burnt in fire and screaming out for help from Sayyiduna ‘All ^Jissabics^: 

O ‘All 4^ l4 44sjujdji 4?! I am drowned in fire and I am burning in fire. 

The dreadful scene of the grave and the screams of the deceased person saddened 
Sayyiduna ‘All 4^1 A44s jus aLi 4 ? He lifted his hands in the court of his Merciful 
Allah Js-A^ and began to pray with utmost humility for the forgiveness of the deceased. A 
voice from Ghayb echoed, ‘O ‘Ali ( 4 ^ 14443 jus &k\*5?)l Do not intercede for him as he 
used to disrespect Ramadan in spite of fasting, he did not refrain from committing sins 
even in Ramadan, he used to fast during the day but would indulge in sins at night.’ 

Listening to this voice, Sayyiduna ‘Ali 44^ -44 jus aLi ^ became even more sad; he 
As&jisSaiiics^ prostrated and began to cry. (With tears in his eyes) he said, ‘Ya Allah 
Please accept my supplication, this man has called out to me for help with high hopes, 
O Creator do not disappoint me in front of him, have mercy on him and forgive 
this helpless man.’ Sayyiduna ‘Ali 4 ^' a^s jus aLi 4 ? continued to pray in the court of 
Allah JisA. He then heard a voice say, ‘O ‘All (Asj&saisi &v)! We have forgiven him for the sake 
of your grieved heart.’ The man was then relieved of punishment. (Ams-ul-Wa’izm, pp. 25) 

Conversation with the deceased 

Dear Islamic brothers! Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘All A£.jiss*iics*? was blessed with a 
high spiritual status. By the grace of Allah JsA^ he As.jtsS*&i6*? was able to talk with the 
dead. 
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Here is another parable: ‘Allamah Jalaluddin Suyuti Shafi’i has narrated that 

Sayyiduna Sa’id Bin Musayyab has said, ‘We passed by a cemetery in the 

company of Amir-ul-Muminin, Sayyiduna ‘All jus Ajuj^-. He as. Jiss said, 

Ail AK,j jjiiil d Will you tell us about your state or shall we tell 

you about ours?’ The narrator said, ‘We heard a voice from inside one of the graves, 
$j&335 Ail Sjpjj joLUl jliALLc-j O Amir-ul-Muminin Please, tell us what happened 

in the world after we left.’ He &£.jt5Sais! &<? replied, ‘Your wives have remarried, your wealth 
has been distributed, your children have become orphans and your enemies are now 
living in the strong houses you built. Now tell us about your state.’ 

A voice from within one of the graves said, ‘Our shrouds are torn, our hair is messy, our 
flesh has torn to pieces, our eyes have fallen out onto our cheeks, our nostrils are full of 
pus, we reaped what we sowed, we suffered loss in what we left behind, and now we are 
with our deeds. (In other words, the one with righteous deeds will find peace in Heaven, 
and the evil doer will suffer the consequences of his deeds).’ (Sharh-us-Sudur, pp. 209) 


Amusement in nights of Ramadan 

Dear Islamic brothers! These two parables should serve as an eye-opener for us. Man 
makes merry so long as he is alive, but when he dies, his eyes do not close, in actual fact, 
they open. Righteous deeds and the wealth spent in the path of Allah Ju-W benefit the 
deceased, but it is unlikely that the wealth the deceased leaves behind will be spent wisely. 
There is just a little hope that the heirs of the deceased will spend his wealth in the path 
of Allah Js-sit for the betterment of his afterlife. If the deceased left unlawful (Haram) 
wealth and instruments of sins such as musical instruments, a game shop, a music centre, 
a cinema, a pub, a casino, an illegal business etc. he would face severe and unimaginable 
suffering in his grave. 

In the parable ‘Horrific Scene of Grave’ we can imagine the horrible punishment given to 
the deceased who disrespects Ramadan. All of us should take some lesson from it. 
Unfortunately, during the sacred nights of Ramadan many youngsters play cricket, football 
etc. in streets. They not only waste these precious moments by depriving themselves of 
worshipping but disturb other people as well. They neither worship themselves nor let 
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others do. These amusements make a Muslim heedless of Allah Js-A*-, therefore righteous 
Muslims always stay away from them. Let alone playing, the pious Muslims avoid even 
watching and listening to commentaries of such useless activities. Therefore, we must 
avoid these things, especially in the sacred moments of Ramadan. 


‘Passing time’ whilst fasting 

There are many such unwise people who fast but then put the honour of Ramadan aside 
and indulge in unlawful activities such as playing chess, cards and listening to music in 
the name of‘passing time’. 

Remember! Playing chess and cards is prohibited even if no money or bet is involved. 
Ala Hadrat has declared it Haram to play cards because they have images of 

living beings printed on them. He said, ‘Ganjifah (a card game) is prohibited 

because it shows honour to images in addition to being a useless activity.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah 
(Jadid), vol. 24, pp. 141) 


What is best form of worship? 

O fasting Islamic brothers! O seekers of Heaven! Never waste the precious moments of 
Ramadan in useless and idle activities! Life is very short, so take advantage of its precious 
moments. Instead of wasting your time by playing cards and listening to songs in the 
name of ‘passing time’ try to utilize it reciting the Holy Quran and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and 
remembering Allah JmX The more thirst and hunger you endure the more you will be 
rewarded. It is narrated, J-Ail (The best worship is the one that involves 

more hardship).’ (Kashf-ul-Khifd-wa-MuzTl-ul-Ilbas, vol. 1, pp. 141, Hadis 459) 

Imam Sharafuddln Nawavl has said, ‘The reward and excellence of worship 

augments when it involves more hardships and expenses.’ (Shark Sahih Muslim lin-Nawavi, 
vol. 1, pp. 390) 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham has said, ‘The harder a deed is in the world the 

heavier it will be on the scales on the Judgement Day.’ (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, pp. 95) 
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These narrations make it clear that the harder we find it to fast and the more our 
Nafs resent fasting the heavier our fasts will be on the scale on the Day of Judgement, 

jAijicJjlj'lLjSojj. 


Oversleeping in fast 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazali sdn Iaa? 44 U. has stated in 
Kimiya-e-Sa’adat, ‘It is a Sunnah for a fasting person to avoid sleeping in excess during 
the day, he should remain awake so that he feels hunger and weakness.’ (Kmiya-e-Sa’adat, 
pp. 185) (Although it is preferable to sleep a little, if somebody passes his time sleeping he 
will not be a sinner, provided that he fulfils compulsory worships). 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is obvious that if someone spent the whole day whilst sleeping, 
he would not feel any hardship in fasting. Imagine Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam 
Muhammad Ghazali jbJi *i)i *4U advises us to avoid even oversleeping because our 
time would waste, so what about the people who misuse their time playing games and 
committing Haram acts. Are they not unfortunate and deprived ones? Please try to 
realise the significance of this month, keep fasts wholeheartedly and earn the pleasure of 
Allah 

Ya Allah Js-sX Grant every Muslim the blessings of Ramadan! Enable us to make the 
most of this month positively and save us from disrespecting it! 


Dear Islamic brothers! In order to develop the motivation of respecting Ramadan, acquiring 
its blessings, earning virtues and saving yourselves from sins, please join the Madani 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami and accompany the devotees of Rasul in Madani Qafilah 
to acquire knowledge of Sunnafi. You will be amazed to see the results. 
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Reward of performing Fikr-e-Madinah daily 

Here is a summary of the account given by an Islamic brother, j**. JdSiisJl! I love Madam 
In’amat and I do Fikr-e-Madinah every day. Once I travelled with devotees of Rasul in a 
Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement 
of the Quran and Sunnah. 

Our Qafilah reached Baluchistan (Pakistan). It was in this Qafilah that Allah opened 
the door of mercy for this sinner. When I slept at night, I saw the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet J* in dream. His blessed lips began to move, and these words were 

uttered, ‘I will take with me into Heaven all those who carry out Fikr-e-Madlnah everyday 
in the Madam Qafilah.’ 

Shukriyah kyun kar add ho dp ka Yd Mustafa J* 

Kay parawsi khuld mayn apna banaya shukriyah 

Yd Mustafa J*/ I’ll always remain extremely grateful to you 

As you have made me your neighbour in Paradise, I thank you 

(Jp (JUo ihl Jl fa ^ Ijl fa 


What is Fikr-e-Madlnah? 

Dear Islamic brothers! For the betterment of the Muslims in the world as well as in the 
Hereafter, 72 Madam In’amat for Islamic brothers, 63 for Islamic sisters, 92 for male 
Islamic students, 83 for female Islamic students and 40 for children have been given in 
the form of a questionnaire. These Madam In’amat booklets can be bought from 
Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. These booklets should be filled in everyday and handed in to the 
relevant responsible person of Dawat-e-Islami within the first ten days of every Madam 
(Islamic) month. 

Fikr-e-Madlnah is a term used in Dawat-e-Islami which refers to the act of holding 
oneself accountable for sins, pondering over grave and resurrection, and filling in Madam 
In’amat booklet whilst reflecting upon virtuous and evil deeds. 



568 


Please buy a booklet of Madam In’amat. If you do not want to fill it in for the time being, 
it does not matter, but at least look at it for 25 seconds every day (in connection with 
the 25 th date of the ‘Urs of Imam Ahmad Raza Khan Looking at 

it daily will lead you to reading it, which will eventually lead you to doing Fikr-e- 
Madlnah and filling it in, and if you begin to fill it in, then you will see its blessings for 
yourself, La&i. 


Madam In ’amat per karta hay jo koi ‘amal 
Maghfirat kar bay-hisab us ki Khuda-e-Lam-Yazal 

One acting upon Madam In’dmdt be forgiven, O Almighty 
And be blessed with Paradise, without accountability 

satji i^]\ cXjf. 

£ JUS alii & ljU, 


Five before five 


Certainly, life is very short. The time we have once spent will never come 
back, and any hope of having time in future is deception as we do not 
know what would happen to us in future. Perhaps we may die the next 
moment. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet has stated, 

‘Value five things before five things: (1) Youth before old age (2) Health 
before illness (3) Wealth before deprivation (4) Leisure before busyness 
[i.e. being busy]. (5) Life before death.’ 


(Al-Mustadrak, vol. 5, pp. 435, Hadis 7912) 
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Rules of Fasting (Hanafi) 


Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 

After the demise of Sayyiduna Shaykh Ahmad Bin Mansur *&> ^1 is 1 *, someone from 

Shiraz had a dream in which he saw Sayyiduna Shaykh Ahmad Bin Mansur 
dressed in a heavenly garment with a crown of pearls on his head, standing in the Mihrab 
(arch) of the main Masjid of Shiraz. The dreaming person asked as to how Allah 
treated him, he replied, ‘Allah not only forgave me and bestowed upon 

me (this) crown but also made me enter the Heaven.’ When the dreaming person asked 
the reason of this great privilege, Sayyiduna Shaykh Ahmad Bin Mansur *&£■ 4ji 
replied, ‘I used to recite Salat upon the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and 
mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs^bssfe J* abundantly and this act of mine 
brought about my success.’ j-uiAll djj As iii-t (Al-Qaul-ul-Badf, pp. 254) 

x^- (Jp (JUu aJdl Juis e-JLdl <Jp 1^1vs 


Dear Islamic brothers! Allah Jk-sSs- has bestowed upon us His great favour in the form of 
the fasts of Ramadan so that we could attain piety and divine pleasure, as Allah Js-sA says 
in Surah Al-Baqarah (part 2 verses 183-184): 


* The rulings mentioned in this chapter are all according to the Hanafi school of thought. Therefore, Hanball, 
Shafi’i and Malik! Islamic brothers and sisters should refer to the scholars of their respective schools of thought. 
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O those who believe! Fasting has been made obligatory upon you as were made obligatory 
upon those before you, so that you may become pious. The days are counted. Then whosoever 
among you is ill or on a journey then same number of fasting in other days, and those who 
have no strength, should give in fine meal to a needy: then whosoever does more good, then 
that is better for him, and fasting is better for you if you know. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verses 183-184) 


For whom fast is Fard? 

Like Sal ah, the fasts of Ramadan are also Fard for every such (male and female) Muslim 
who is sane and has reached puberty. It is stated in Durr-e-Mukhtar that fasts were 
declared Fard on 10 th Sha’ban two years after Hijrah. (Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 330) 


Reason of fasts becoming Fard 

Most of the acts in Islam remind us of faith-refreshing Islamic and historical events. 
Running between Safa and Marwah reminds us of Sayyidatuna Hajirah’s ^ Jts sii 
walking and running between these two mountains seven times in search of water for 
her son Sayyiduna Isma’il vSLAJi^jte. Allah Js-s^ liked this act and declared it Wajib for all 
those who perform Hajj and ‘Umrah to imitate her in order to keep this act alive. 

Likewise, the Holy Prophet jissd>i j* spent some days of Ramadan in seclusion in 

the cave of Hira where he used to refrain from eating during the day and 

worship Allah jisSi- at night. In order to keep the memory of this blessed act of His 
Beloved and Blessed Rasul j* alive Allah Js-sS^ made it Fard for us to fast in 

Ramadan. 



Rules of Fasting 


571 


Fasts of the Prophets 

The people of the previous Ummahs also fasted but their manner of fasting was different 
from ours. 

According to narrations, Sayyiduna Adam would fast on the 13 th , 14 th 

and 15 th dates. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 257, Hadis 24188) 

Sayyiduna Nuh & used to fast every day. (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 333, 

Hadis 1714) 

Sayyiduna ‘Isa visJb SjLlii ^ 5 would fast every day and would never miss even a single 
fast. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummdl, vol. 8, pp. 304, Hadis 24624) 

Sayyiduna Dawud -io-, y4Ji 5 iijj Jx used to fast on alternate days. (Sabih Muslim, pp. 584, 
Hadis 1189) 

Sayyiduna Sulayman Ja used to fast on the first three, the middle three 

and the last three days of every month. (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 304, Hadis 24624) 




Fasting person possesses strong faith 

Dear Islamic brothers! (Imagine) It is extremely hot, the throat and lips of the fasting 
Muslim have been dry due to thirst, he has water and food as well, but he does not even 
look at them despite extreme thirst and hunger due to his steadfast belief in Allah JmS*-, 
He knows that although no one watches him apparently, in fact, none of his actions is 
concealed from Allah This firm faith of the fasting Muslim is the practical outcome 
of fast. Other forms of worship involve physical movements and are visible to others but 
fast is such a form of worship which no one can come to know, only Allah JisA knows. 
Even if a person eats secretly, people will still regard him a fasting person, but he refrains 
from eating for the pleasure of Allah Js-^only. 

Dear Islamic brothers! If possible, make your children fast from their early age so that 
they won’t face any difficulty in fasting after they reach the age of puberty. The respected 
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scholars have said, ‘When children reach the age of ten and are healthy enough 

to fast they should be made to fast in Ramadan. If they do not fast despite being healthy 
enough to do so, they should be strictly made to fast even by beating. If they break it, they 
will not be ordered to make up for it (do Qada), but if they break their Salah, they will be 
ordered to offer it again.’ (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 385) 

Does man fall ill due to fast? 

There is a general misconception that a person falls ill as a result of fasting but this 
has nothing to do with reality. A’la Hadrat ajfe jtSsJbi&v has stated in Al-Malfuz (part 2, 
page 143), ‘Once I saw my respected father Sayyiduna Maulana NaqI ‘All Khan 
in my dream a few weeks before Ramadan; he said, ‘Son, you will fall severely 
ill in the following Ramadan, but be careful, you should not miss even a single fast.’ As 
my father predicted, I did fall severely ill in Ramadan but I did not miss even a single 
fast. jwJirtlAOasJT, Allah Js-sS^ granted me good health by the blessing of fasts. The Noble 
Prophet JUs Jts J* has said, (Fast; you will get healthy).’ (Ad-Dur-rul- 

Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 440) 


Fast improves health 

Sayyiduna ‘All wAJi JU5 dji has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah AiJ* has said, ‘Allah Js-sSs- sent a revelation to one of the 

Prophets of Ban! Israil commanding him to inform his Ummah that if anyone fasts a 
day for My pleasure, I will grant him good health and reward him greatly.’ (Shu ’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 3, pp. 412, Hadis 3923) 

(Jp (jUo alii (Jp IjLs^ 


Swollen stomach 

Dear Islamic brothers! J^dL)6~ksJI, the foregoing Hadis makes it clear that fast not only 
improves our health but also provides us with an opportunity to get great reward. The 
scientists of the present age have also accepted this fact. 
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Therefore, professor Moore Palid of Oxford University has stated, ‘While studying Islamic 
books, I was astonished to know that Islam has given a great gift to its followers in the 
form of fasts! I also felt like fasting, so I began to fast in conformity with Islamic method. 
My stomach was swollen for quite a while; surprisingly, I felt an obvious reduction in pain 
as a result of fasting for just a few days. Therefore, I kept on fasting and recovered from 
my illness within a month.’ 




Astonishing discoveries 

A priest from Holland, Alf Gaal, has stated, ‘I made several patients suffering from 
diabetics, heart and stomach diseases fast continuously for thirty days. Resultantly, the 
diabetes of the diabetics came under control, the heart patients felt a decrease in their 
fear and breathing problems, and the condition of the stomach patients improved the 
most.’ Sigmund Freud, a psychologist, has also accepted the fact that fast is an excellent 
cure for physical stress, depression and mental disorders. 

Team of researchers 

According to a newspaper report, a team of researchers and doctors from Germany, 
England and America came to Pakistan in Ramadan. They chose Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi, 
Markaz-ul-Auliya Lahore, and the city of Muhaddis-e-A’zam Jis 5 s&i £ 3 ^ Sardarabad 
(Faisalabad) for their research. The report issued by the researchers after the surveys 
concluded that the Muslims suffer relatively less ear, nose and throat (E.N.T.) illnesses as 
a result of ablution (Wudu) they make prior to their daily Sal ah they offer in abundance 
in the month of Ramadan. The Muslims also get less stomach, liver, heart and nerve 
problems as they eat less due to fast. 

Excessive eating causes illnesses 

Dear Islamic brothers! Fast does not cause any illness at all, in fact, people fall ill in 
Ramadan in consequence of eating oily and fried things at the time of Saharl and Iftar. 
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Further, many people eat and drink different things every now and then at night. Therefore, 
one should avoid excessive eating in Ramadan. At Sahari, one should not eat so much 
food that he ends up burping all day and does not feel any hunger and thirst at all. 

In fact, the enjoyment of fast lies in bearing thirst and hunger. Extremely hot weather, 
dry lips and extreme hunger! If only this condition would remind us of the sweet heat 
and cool sunshine of Madina-tul-Munawwarah! And, if only it would remind us of the 
extremely heart-rending incident of Karbala where the flowers of Prophet’s garden were 
brutally trampled under feet on the scorching desert. Imam Husayn and his 

companions sacrificed their lives for Islam in the state of extreme thirst, hunger and 
helplessness. When we feel even more hunger, if only the thought of the blessed stone our 
Beloved Rasul JUs-ohssfejiaabij* tied to his blessed stomach would remind us of his hunger. 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should fast in such a way that evokes the memories of our 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet Jm-fiisgU&j laiiij*, his companions and other 

saints 


Delivery without operation 

Dear Islamic brothers! Join Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement 
of the Quran and Sunnah in order to get the spiritual benefits of fast and develop the 
Madam mindset. Travel with its Madam Qafilahs in the company of Rasul’s devotees to 
learn the Sunnahs of the Holy Prophet jtsiidsi j*. 

JU-sv- Jji There are great blessings of the Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’at and Madam 
Qafilahs of this Madam movement. Here is a summary of the account given by an 
Islamic brother of Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) in his own words: In 1998, my wife 
was expectant; I was in a difficult situation as the doctor had declared that she may have 
to undergo a caesarean (operation). Meanwhile, the 3-day Sunnah-Inspiring global 
Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami had also approached. I intended to travel for thirty days with a 
Madam Qafilah in the company of Rasul’s devotees after the Ijtima’. Prior to leaving for 
Multan to attend the Ijtima’, I took my bag with me to the hospital where my family 
members and other relatives assured their co-operation. My wife said her farewell with 
tears in her eyes. 
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I pinned all my hopes on the Ijtima’ and Madani Qafilah for the solution to the problem 
as I was too poor to afford the expenses of the operation. I prayed a lot during the Ijtima. 
Having attended the concluding heart-rending supplication of the Ijtima, when I phoned 
home, my mother informed me happily: ‘Congratulations! Allah Js-s> has blessed you 
with a baby girl last night without an operation.’ Delighted and excited by the good 
news, I asked my mother whether to come home or travel for thirty days. She ordered me 
to travel with the Madani Qafilah saying, ‘Son, don’t worry, travel for thirty days without 
any tension.’ 

Despite having a strong desire to see my new born baby girl, I travelled with the Madani 
Qafilah for thirty days, My problem was solved due to the blessing of Ijtima’ 

and Madani Qafilah. My family also got very impressed by the blessing of Madani Qafilah. 
Even my wife remarked, ‘I feel safe, when you are with a Madani Qafilah.’ 

Operation na ho, koT uljhan na ho 
Gham kay sa-ay dhalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Biwi bachchay sabhi, khub pa-ayn khushi 
Khayriyat say rahayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

To avoid operation and to remove tension, travel with Madani Qafilah 
If you desire protection for your wife and children, travel with Madani Qafilah 

(Jp (JUdi all! JL*? c-JL-^-! <Jp Ijivs 


Compensation for previous sins 

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Khudri jw dbi && has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet Jta *lii j* has said: ‘If anyone fasts in Ramadan realising its limits and 

avoiding what should be avoided, this will compensate for all his previous sins.’ (Al-lhsan 
bittartib Sahib Ibn Hibban, vol. 5, pp. 183, Hadis 3424) 

ijp (JUu all! c-JLiM <Jp !jlvs 
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Reward for fast 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

j* has said: ‘For every act of piety, man is rewarded ten to seven hundred 
times more. Allah Jsafe said j Cl ^ (except fasting, because fasting is 

for Me and I will give its reward Myself). 

Allah JisSt also says, ‘Man refrains from satisfying his desires and eating food for My 
pleasure. There are two glad tidings for the man who fasts; one at the time of sunset and 
the other when he meets his Rab J*s5&. Allah likes the smell emanating from a fasting 
person’s mouth more than the fragrance of musk.’ (SahTh Muslim, pp. 580, Hadis 1151) 

There is another saying, ‘Fasting is a shield; when any of you fast, he should neither utter 
words of indecency nor shout. If any one else abuses him or wants to fight him, he should 
say ‘I am fasting.’ (SahTh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 624, Hadis 1894) 


Special reward for fasting 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing blessed Ahadls mention several virtues of fasting. 
There is a great reward for the one who fasts abiding by Shari’ah and Sunnah, which 
involves avoidance not only from eating, drinking and intercourse but also from all the 
sins. By the grace of Allah such a fast will compensate for all the previous sins. 
Especially the Hadis which mentions the words p thj Ci (the fast is for Me and I 
will give its reward Myself) is very noteworthy. 

According to Tafsir-e-Na’imi, ‘Some Muhaddisln 1 have read this Hadis in the following 
manner ^ lSJt?-' hi which will then mean ‘I am its reward.’ JU-sv- aLi So, the fasting 
person finds even Allah JmIa by fasting. 

Reward for virtuous deeds is Paradise 

Dear Islamic brothers! Several verses of the glorious Quran mention that the reward for 
virtuous deeds is Heaven. Allah J«S£- says in Surah Al-Bayyinah (part 30, verses 7 & 8): 

1 Highly knowledgeable scholars of Ahadls. 
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Undoubtedly, those who believed and did good deeds, are the best of creatines. Their recompense 
is with their Rab JmS*-, gardens of habitation, beneath which flow streams. (They would) abide 
therein forever, Allah JfesS*- is well pleased with them and they are pleased with Allah JU-sSs this 
is for him who fears his Rab. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Al-Bayyinah, verses 7, 8) 


Saying iiii c$?j with name of non-Sahabi 

Dear Islamic brothers! Some people have the misconception that the phrase jus ik cse)' 
can only be used with the name of a SahabI (companion of the Holy Prophet A A ^ . 

The last part of the verse, ‘a|j hA 'i4»j j j ILn has refuted this 

misconception, making it as clear as day that ju5 iiii cs?) can be written with the name of 
any such Muslim who fears Allah JmK There is no specification of companions or non¬ 
companions in this regard. It should remain clear that writing and saying ilc jui ik for 
every SahabI and Wall is quite permissible. 

A SahabI is the one who was blessed either with the company of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JfcSeii j* or who saw him in his visible life even for a moment in the state 

of faith, and who passed away in the state of faith either. A Wall, no matter how great he 
may be, cannot reach the rank of a SahabI. Every SahabI is just (‘Adil) and is destined to 
enter Heaven. 

Anyhow, returning to the topic of fasting, virtues such as Salah, Hajj, Zakah, helping the 
poor, visiting the sick, caring for beggars etc. all lead to Heaven but fasting leads to the 
Creator of Heaven JmS*-. 

I want owner of pearls 

One day, throwing some precious pearls in front of his officers, Mahmud Ghaznawi 
said, ‘Take them.’ He then left them behind. A few moments later, as he 
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turned back he saw Ayaz follow him on his horse. He asked, ‘Ayaz, don’t you want any 
pearls?’ He replied, ‘Your honour, those who wanted pearls are busy collecting them, it 
is not the pearls but the owner of the pearls that I seek.’ 

We belong to Rasulullah, Heaven belongs to Rasulullah 

There is a Hadis in this regard. Sayyiduna Rabi’ah Bin Ka’b Aslami said, ‘One 

day I helped the Holy Prophet make Wudu. Pleased, Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet M jussti J«> said to me, JA’ [Rabi’ah ask (you will be given what you 
ask for)]. I replied, ‘&4-\ j 3sli\y> 3M1X (I ask you to keep me in your company in Heaven). 


Tujh say tujhi ko mang lun to sab kuch mil jaye 
Saw suwalawn say yehi aik suwal achcha hay 

To ask you for your closeness is to get everything 
This plea is better than hundreds of other pleadings 


Rasulullah JL»«d\s s sisjbS*iiiJ*' further asked, ‘‘‘dili j±- ji’ (Anything else?), I replied, ‘Just this.’ 
(In other words, Ya Rasulallah iiij*! After seeking your closeness in Jannat-ul- 

Firdaus, what is left in the world and the Hereafter for me to ask for!) 

Tujh say tujhi ko mang kar mang IT sari kdinat 
Mujh sa koi gada nahin, tujh sa koi sakhi nahin 

By asking you for your closeness I have asked for whole universe 
Like me no one is destitute, and like you no one is generous 

After Sayyiduna Rabi’ah as-jb** asked for the closeness of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet in Jannat-ul-Firdaus and declined to ask for anything else, the 

Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah JtsSeii j* 

said: Jp [Then help me by prostrating abundantly], (Sahih Muslim, 

pp. 253, Hadis 489) (In other words, we have granted you Heaven, now keep offering Nafl 
Salah abundantly as gratitude). 
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Ask for anything you want! 

‘J-Ji This blessed Hadis has refreshed our faith. Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Haq 
Muhaddis Dihlvi tav has said, ‘The word ‘ask’ uttered by the blessed tongue of 

the Holy Prophet JUs^s-sUAtsSAbi j* without any restriction and limitation shows that he 
JLsajlsjefcjtaiAid* has complete authority given to him by Allah He j* can 

give whatever and to whomever he wants.’ ‘Allamah Busiri has 

written the following couplet in his famous Qasidah Burdah Sharif: 

plUij ^p\ pic- Cy* 

Tfl Rasulallah Both the world as well as the Hereafter are (only) a portion of 

your generosity. The knowledge of the Lauh-e-Mahjuz and the Pen is simply a part of your 
knowledge. 

Agar khayriyat dunya-o- ‘uqba arzii darl 
Badargahash bayad-e-harcheh man khawahl tamanna kun 

If you want the goodness of the world and the Hereafter 
then come to this court and ask for whatever you want 

(Ashi’at-ul-Lam’at, vol. l,pp. 424-425) 

Khaliq-e-Kul nay dp ko Malik-e-Kul band diya 
Dauno jahan day diye qabza-o-ikhtiyar mayn 

The Creator has made you the owner 
And has given both worlds in your power 


Heavenly portal 

Sayyiduna Salil Bin ‘Abdullah ss.J(ss*iii &<? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Rasul 
4 i jus lii j* has said: ‘There is a portal in Heaven called Rayyan. On the Day of 
Judgement, this portal will be opened for those who fast (in the world); no one else will 
be allowed to enter through this portal. It will be announced, ‘Where are the people who 
used to fast?’ They will stand up and no one else will be allowed to enter through this 
portal. It will be closed after they enter the Heaven.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. l, pp. 625, Hadis 1896) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! j«jt.*ljic^! How fortunate the fasting Muslims are! They will be 
given great honour on the Day of Judgement. There will also be other fortunate Muslims 
walking into Heaven, but these Muslims will be given the privilege of entering through 
the portal called ‘Rayyan.’ 

Excellence of one day’s fast 

Sayyiduna Salamah Bin Qalsar a& Jts *l>i a*? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JLsajtsssUJiiSAiji j* has said: ‘Anyone who fasts a day for Allah’s pleasure, Allah 
will move him as far away from Hell as is the distance a baby-crow covers flying 
continuously until it grows old and dies.’ (MusnadAblYa’la, vol. 1, pp. 383, Hadis 917) 

Age of crow 

Dear Islamic brothers! Crows remain alive for a long time. Ghunya-tut-Talibin states: 
‘A crow can live up to five hundred years.’ 

Red rubies palace 

Amlr-ul-Muminln Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam Ait jus ajji ^ has narrated that the 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs^sssfeiitsSaiij* has said: ‘If anyone keeps even a single fast 
with silence and peace in Ramadan, Allah J«5£ will make for him a palace of red rubies 
or green emeralds.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 3, pp. 346, Hadis 4792) 


Zakah of body 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah Aaj^alii^ has narrated that the Holy Prophet JUs«iJbs^Jtss«i>i J* 
has said: ‘There is Zakah (charity) for everything, and the Zakah of your body is fasting, 
and fasting is half of patience.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 347, Hadis 1745) 

Even sleeping is worship 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Abl Aufa has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet J* has said: ‘The sleeping of a fasting person is worship, his silence 

is Tasblh, his prayers are answered and his deeds are accepted.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 415, 
Hadis 3938) 
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JiiSt'diiaMJ] Did you see how fortunate a fasting person is? His sleeping is worship, his 
silence is Tasbih and his supplications and deeds are accepted by Allah Ju-sSt. 

Tayray karam say ay Karim! 

Kaun sT shay mill nahin 
Jhawli hamari tang hay, 

Tayray yahan kami nahin 

By Your grace, O Gracious, what haven’t we got! 

Our begging bowl is small; nothing is short in Your court 


Tasbih of body parts 

Mother of believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah Jts iAi has narrated that the 
Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs«abssfcjtsSt&i j* has said: ‘If anyone is in 
the state of fast on the morning, the gates of the sky are opened for him, his body parts 
make Tasbih and the angels in the first sky pray for his forgiveness until sunset. If he 
offers one or two Rak’at Sal ah they become Nur for him in the skies. The Heavenly 
maidens who will be his wives say, ‘Ya Allah send him to us, we are anxious to see 
him.’ If he recites ill' ill ^ or ill' J/kli or ihl, seventy thousand angels will write 
reward for him until sunset.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 299, Hadis 3591) 

Jjic^! Look! How fortunate a fasting person is! The gates of the sky are opened for 
him and the angels of the first sky pray for his forgiveness until sunset. If he offers Sal ah 
it will be light for him in the sky and the maidens of Heaven will be waiting for him 
anxiously. Further, if he says ifol N or 4ll or ibl, seventy thousand angels 
will write reward for him until sunset. 

Heavenly fruits 

Sayyiduna ‘All ju5&b\*5? has narrated that the Noble Prophet JUs*!b;«#sqis54i!i j* 

has said: ‘The one whom his fast prevents from eating or drinking what he desires, 
Allah will make him eat heavenly fruits and have heavenly drinks.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 3, pp. 410, Hadis 3917) 
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Dining mat of gold 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas uiuAtssdjia*? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet has said: ‘On the Day of Judgement, a dining-mat made of gold 

will be laid for fasting people whilst other people will be waiting for their accountability.’ 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummdl, vol. 8,pp. 214, Hadis 23640) 


Seven types of deeds 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar has narrated that Rasulullah J* 

has said: There are seven types of deeds in the court of Allah J«K Two are those that 
necessitate (two other things) while two are such that their reward is the same; one is 
such that its reward is ten times; one is such that its reward is seven hundred times and 
the last is such that no one except Allah J«5*- knows its exact reward. The two that 
necessitate two other things include: 

1. If any one meets Allah Ju-sS^ having worshipped Him sincerely without associating a 
partner with Him, Heaven will become Wajib for him. 

2. If anyone meets Allah having associated a partner with Him Hell will become 
Wajib for him. If anyone commits a sin he will suffer the consequences of only one 
sin. If anyone intends to perform a good deed he will be given the reward of one 
deed. If any one carries out a good deed, he will be rewarded ten times. If any one 
spends (money) in the path of Allah JmS*- every dirham he spends will be equivalent 
to seven hundred dirhams and every dinar will be equivalent to seven hundred dinars; 
and fasting is for Allah JU-sSs no one except Him knows its reward. (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, 
vol. 8, pp. 211, Hadis 23616) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Anyone who dies with faith will enter Heaven by the grace of 
Allah Js-sSi either without being held accountable or (Allah forbid) after suffering 
the punishment for his sins. Anyone who dies in the state of unbelief will remain in Hell 
for eternity. If any one commits a sin he will be punished for only one sin. 

Just look at the mercy of Allah One will be given the reward for doing a good deed 
for simply making the intention, and if he carries it out he will be rewarded ten times. 
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Spending in the path of Allah will earn him seven hundred times more reward. As 
for the fasting person, words cannot express his reward as only Allah knows his 
reward. 

Immeasurable reward 

Sayyiduna Ka’b-ul-Ahbar ■us.jisSsiiic^ has said: ‘On the Day of Judgement an announcement 
will be made, ‘Every man will reap what he sowed (he will be rewarded equal to his deeds) 
except the people of the Quran (scholars of the Quran) and those who fasted; they will 
be given immeasurable reward.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 413, Hadis 3928) 

Dear Islamic brothers! In the Hereafter, we will reap whatever we are sowing in the world. 
Scholars and fasting people are very fortunate as they will be granted immeasurable 
reward on the Day of Judgement. 


Recovery from jaundice 

In order to obtain the blessings of fasting and acquire knowledge of Shari’ah, please join 
the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c non-political religious movement 
of the Quran and Sunnah. 

So as to improve your character, please buy a Madam In’amat booklet from Maktaba- 
tul-Madinah, fill it in daily and hand it in to the relevant responsible Islamic brother of 
Dawat-e-Islami in your area. Travel with Madam Qafilahs as well in the company of 
devotees of Rasul to learn Sunnah of the Holy Prophet J*. 

There are great blessings of travelling with Madam Qafilahs. An Islamic brother of 
Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) gave the following statement: (Probably) In 1994, my 
wife suffered from jaundice. She was in serious condition and was under medical treatment 
in her parental house in Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi. 

As I was already aware of the blessings of Madam Qafilahs, I travelled with a Madam 
Qafilah for sixty three days. During the Madam Qafilah, I visited Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi. 
Upon phoning, I was informed that she was still in serious condition and her bilirubin 
had increased to an alarming level. There was no improvement in her condition in spite 
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of 25 glucose drips being administered to her. I tried to comfort her saying that she would 
recover due to the blessings of the Madani Qafilah, J^sU- *ifeT_a &L I remained in contact 
with her (during the Madani Qafilah). 

As flcisJl! Her condition began to improve day by day. I was to travel out of Bab-ul- 
Madlnah after five days. When I phoned to ask about her health I was given the good 
news that the bilirubin report had been normal and the doctor also expressed satisfaction, 
I glorified Allah and happily travelled further with the Madani Qafilah 
in the company of devotees of Rasul. 

Far from Hell 

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Khudri has narrated that the Noble Rasul bi j* 

has said: ‘If any one fasts for a day in Allah’s way, Allah will move his face as far 
away from Hell as is the distance of seventy years.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 265, Hadis 2840) 

Dear Islamic brothers! As there are countless blessings and benefits of fasting, there are 
also severe warnings for missing a single fast of Ramadan without a valid exemption of 
Shari’ah. If anyone misses a single fast in Ramadan deliberately without a valid exemption 
he will not be able to make up for it even if he fasts for the rest of his life. 

Loss of missing one fast 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah a*? has narrated that the Holy Prophet JUs-dbsfeJtsSsii j* 

has said: ‘Anyone who misses one fast in Ramadan without a valid reason or without 
illness cannot make up for it even if he fasts for the rest of his life.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, 
pp. 638, Hadis 1934) 

This means that he can never earn the blessings that lie in the fasts of Ramadan. So 
therefore we must not deprive ourselves of this huge blessing due to heedlessness. People 
who fast and then break it without a valid exemption must fear the wrath of Allah 

People hanging upside down 

Sayyiduna Abu Umamah Bahill has narrated that he heard the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet JUs-jb-skjts: siAi J* say: ‘Whilst I was asleep two persons came to me and 
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took me to a mountain. When I got to the middle of the mountain, I heard terrifying 
sounds. Upon asking about the sounds, I was told, ‘These are the voices of the people in 
Hell.’ I proceeded further and saw people who were tied upside down with the veins of 
their own ankles; their jaws had been torn apart and were bleeding. I asked as to who they 
were and I was told, ‘They used to break their fast before its due time.’ (Al-ihsan bittamb 
Sahih Ibn Hibban, vol. 9, pp. 286, Hadis 7448) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Breaking a fast in Ramadan without a valid exemption is a major 
sin. This Hadis refers to the punishment of the people who fast but then break their fast 
deliberately before sunset without a valid exemption. Likewise, there is severe punishment 
of Hell for those who do not fast at all in Ramadan without valid exemption. 

May Allah protect us from His wrath for the sake of His Beloved Rasul J*! 






Three unfortunate people 

Sayyiduna Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah uiszjks&bi&o- has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the 
Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind J* has said: ‘The 

one who finds Ramadan but does not fast is unfortunate; the one who has both of his 
parents or any one of them but does not treat them well is unfortunate; the one who 
hears me being mentioned but does not recite Salat is unfortunate.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, 
vol. 3, pp. 340, Hadis 4773) 


Disgrace 


Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah aszjtf&c&e has narrated that Rasulullah has said: 

‘May the person who hears me being mentioned but does not recite Salat upon me be 
disgraced! May the person who finds Ramadan but is not forgiven before it departs be 
disgraced! May the person who has old parents but does not enter Heaven by (respecting 
and serving) them be disgraced!’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 3, pp. 61, Hadis 7455) 
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Three levels of fasting 

Dear Islamic brothers! Though the apparent precondition of fast is to abstain from 
deliberately eating, drinking and intercourse, there are also some manners of fasting which 
we must get to know so that we can succeed in acquiring all the blessings of fasting. There 
are three degrees of fasting: 

1. The fast of common people. 

2. The fast of the pious. 

3. The fast of the ascetic. 

1. Fast of common people 

The literal meaning of fast is ‘to abstain’ while by Shari’ah, it implies to abstain from 
deliberately eating, drinking and intercourse from dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq) to sunset. This 
is called the fast of the common people. 

2. Fast of the pious 

In addition to abstaining from eating, drinking and intercourse avoiding all types of evils 
is the fast of the pious people. 

3. Fast of the ascetic 

To refrain from all the worldly activities and devote oneself completely to the worship of 
Allah is the fast of the ascetic. 

Dear Islamic brothers! In addition to abstaining from eating and drinking, we must also 
prevent all of our body parts from sins. 

Saying of Data Sahib ^3 

Sayyiduna Data Ganj Bakhsh ‘All Hajwayri has said: In actual fact, fast implies 

‘abstinence’ which has many conditions such as preventing the stomach from eating and 
drinking; preventing eyes from seeing someone lustfully; preventing ears from listening 
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to backbiting; preventing the tongue from useless and inflammatory talking; preventing 
the body from disobeying Allah JsAs- in any way and so on. One can be called a true fasting 
person only when he fulfils all the aforementioned conditions. (Kashf-ul-Mahjub, pp. 353-354) 

Unfortunately! Most of our Islamic brothers and sisters do not follow the manners of 
fasting at all, they feel proud of remaining thirsty and hungry. Despite fasting, they commit 
a lot of such acts forbidden by Shari’ah. Even though such a fast will be considered valid 
but one will not be able to derive spiritual peace and pleasure from such a fast. 

(Jp (JUu alll <Jp Ijlvs 


Sin even in fast! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Please have pity on yourselves and ponder carefully! In Ramadan, 
the fasting person avoids eating and drinking during the day, which was absolutely 
permissible even during the day in other months. Now ponder! Even the acts, such as 
eating and drinking, which were Halal (lawful) before Ramadan are forbidden in this 
sacred month, so the acts which were already Haram such as backbiting, lying, telling 
tales, suspicion, abusing, watching films, dramas and Na-Mahram women etc., shaving the 
beard or trimming it less than a fist-length, misbehaving parents, hurting others without 
the permission of Shari’ah will automatically become even more severely Haram. 

When a fasting person refrains from eating and drinking pure and clean foods in Ramadan 
why he does not refrain from unlawful (Haram) acts. So if a person avoids eating and 
drinking in Ramadan but does not avoid unlawful acts leading to Hell, what type of 
fasting person he is? 

Allah 3^ does not need anything 

Remember! The Holy Prophet has warned, ‘If anyone does not refrain 

from indecent talking and evil acts (remember) Allah JsA*- does not need his remaining 
hungry and thirsty.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 628, Hadis 1903) 

He has also said, ‘Fasting implies abstaining not only from eating and 

drinking but also from useless and indecent talking.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 2, pp. 67, Hadis 1611) 
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I am fasting 

Therefore, as a fasting person refrains from eating and drinking he should also abstain 
from sins such as lying, backbiting, suspicion, laying a false blame, misusing his tongue 
etc. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs.jjbssfeJtadiiJ* has also said: If 
someone fights you or abuses you, you should say to him ‘I am fasting.’ (Attarghib Wattarhib, 
vol. 1, pp. 87, Hadis 1) 


I will eat you 

Dear Islamic brothers! These days if a person begins to fight another, he replies, ‘Shut up 
or else I will break my fast by eating you’ (Allah forbid). We must never utter such 
words and should always remain humble. We can avoid such matters only when we make 
all of our body parts have fast (by preventing them from committing sins). 


Meaning of fasting of body parts 

The fast of body parts (e.g. preventing all the body parts from committing sins) is necessary 
not only in the state of fast, but also throughout the life. This is possible only when we 
have fear of Allah J*s5fc in our hearts. 

Ponder over the terrifying situation of the Judgement Day! Everyone will be worried 
about himself; the sun will be showering fire (scorching heat), tongues will be hanging 
out of mouths due to extreme thirst. Wife, mother and father will be avoiding husband, 
son and children. Sinners will be caught, their mouths will be sealed and their body parts 
will testify to their sins. It is mentioned in Surah Yasln: 




Today, We shall set seal on their mouths and their hands will talk to us and their feet will bear 
witness of their doings. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 23, Surah Yasm, verse 65) 
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O weak and feeble Islamic brothers! Fear from the troubles and tribulations of the Day 
of Judgement and make ardent efforts to prevent your body parts from indulging in sins. 
Here are details of the fasting of the body: 

Fasting of eyes 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should make our eyes fast by looking at only permissible 
things such as Masajid, the Holy Quran, the tombs of Auliya scholars and 

pious people. If possible, we should see the Holy Ka’bah, the sacred streets, valleys and 
mountains of Makka-tul-Mukarramah u^j^jfosdbiusb, the walls and houses of Madina-tul- 
Munawwarah ta^ssjajiAiiiusb, the green dome, minarets, deserts, gardens and the blessed 
Masjid of Madlnah. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Please do make your eyes fast. Everyone should make his eyes fast 
constantly. Never misuse this gift of Allah in watching what has been prohibited by 
Sharl’ah such as films, dramas, Na-Mahram women, attractive boys with lust or any one’s 
private parts and even one’s own private parts unnecessarily. Similarly, do not watch 
games or amusements that make you heedless of divine remembrance like the dance of 
monkeys and bears on streets (making monkey and bears dance and watching their dance 
are both impermissible). 

Further, avoid watching cricket, wrestling, football, hockey, cards, chess, video games, 
table football, etc. (both watching and playing them is impermissible. The games that 
involve exposing one’s knees or thighs because of wearing shorts are even worse. 
Remember, exposing the body from navel to and including knees is not permissible and, 
any other person’s looking at these parts of body is also impermissible). Do not peep 
into another person’s house without his permission, nor look at someone else’s letter or 
notebook without his permission. Remember! A Hadis states, ‘Anyone who looks at his 
brother’s letter without his permission looks in fire.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 5, pp. 384, Hadis 7779) 


Uihay na ankh kabhl bhi gunah ki janib 
Ata karam say ho aysi hamayn haya Yd Rab 
Kisi ki khamiyan daykhayn na mayrT ankhayn aur 
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Sunayn na kan bhi ‘aybawn kb tazkirah Yd Rab 
Dikha day aik jhalak sabz sabz gumbad kl 
Bas un kay jalwaun mayn a jaye phir qaz,d Yd Rab 

May I never look at anything sinful 
Bless me with such modesty, Yd Rab 
May I do not look at anyone’s faults 
Nor do my ears hear anyone’s faults, Yd Rab 
Bless me with a glimpse of green dome 
And with death in holy visions, Yd Rab 


Fasting of ears 

Fast of ears implies listening to only permissible voices and sounds such as recitation of 
the Holy Quran, Sunnah-Inspiring speeches, useful talking, the Azan and the Iqamah, 
reply to the Azan and the Iqamah etc. Never listen to drum-beating, music, songs, useless 
and indecent jokes, backbiting, telling tales and faults of other people etc. Do not eavesdrop 
anyone’s private conversation. 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah J* has said: If anyone 

listens secretly to the conversation of other people who resent it, on the Day of Judgement, 
molten lead will be poured into his ears. (Mu’jam Kabir, vol. 11, pp. 198) 

Sunayn nafuhsh kalami na ghibat-o-chughlT 
Tayrl pasand ki bataynfaqat suna Yd Rab 
Andhayri qabr ka dil say nahin nikalta dar 
Karun ga kya jo Tu naraz ho gaya Yd Rab 
Rasul-e-Pak JU-aWsJfcSibij* agar muskuratay a jdyaln 
To gawr-e-tlrah mayn ho jaye chandna Yd Rab 

May I never hear indecent talk, backbiting and tale-telling 
May I only hear what You like, Yd Rab 
The fear of the dark grave has engulfed me 
What will I do if You become displeased, Yd Rab 
If the smiling Prophet comes to the grave 

It will become bright, Yd Rab 
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Fast of tongue 

Fast of the tongue implies uttering only permissible and good words such as recitation of 
the Holy Quran, Zikr, Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, Na’at, Dars, Sunnah-Inspiring speeches, call to 
righteousness, useful and helpful religious speech etc. Avoid useless talking. Beware! 
Never misuse your tongue in committing sins such as abusing, lying, telling tales etc. If a 
spoon becomes impure, it can be washed by pouring one or two glasses of water on it 
but if the tongue becomes impure due to indecent speech then the water of seven oceans 
will not be able to purify it. 

Ill effects of tongue’s misuse 

Sayyiduna Anas asAtsSaiio*? has narrated a Hadis that one day the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUs«dbsisfcj(s5«&i J* ordered his companions to fast and then said: ‘None 

of you is to do Iftar until I permit you.’ So the people fasted. In the evening, the 
companions came individually to the Noble Prophet JUs <«u. ahi J* and said, 
‘Ya Rasulallah I have fasted today, please give me permission to do Iftar’, 

the Noble Prophet j* would allow them to do Iftar. One of the companions 

aisled came and said: ‘Ya Rasulallah J*! In my house, there are two girls 

who have also fasted today, they feel shyness in coming here, please allow them to do 
Iftar.’ The Holy Prophet J* turned his face away from him; he asked for the 

second time, but the Blessed Rasul i J* turned his head away from him again. 

When he asked for the third time the Holy Prophet iij* said, revealing the 

news of Ghayb, ‘Those two girls have not fasted, how (can they say) they have fasted? 
They have been eating the flesh of people all day long, go and tell them to vomit, if they 
have fasted.’ 

The companion went home and told them what the Noble Rasul juai&i 

said. When they vomited, blood and pieces of flesh came out of their mouths. The 
companion jfcSaiia*? returned to the Holy Prophet and told him about 

the girls’ condition. He j* said, ‘I swear by the One in whose omnipotence 

my life is! If it had remained in their stomachs, fire would eat them. (Because they both 
backbit Others).’ (Attarghlb Wattarhlb, vol. 3, pp. 328, Hadis 15) 

According to another Hadis: When our Beloved and Blessed Prophet jisaiii j* 

turned his face away from the companion 4£.JHsS*iio^ he ass. Jfas came in front of the 
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Noble Prophet J* and said, ‘Ya Rasulallah JUsidbssfcjfcSifci J# they both have 

died’ or ‘they are about to die.’ The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the 
Owner of Jannah commanded him to bring the girls to him. When they 

came he had a pot brought and ordered one of them to vomit in it. She vomited until the 
pot was full of blood and pieces of flesh. He j* then ordered the other one to 

vomit; she also vomited as much. The Noble Prophet JUs«ab<sfe J&sstii J* said, ‘They fasted 
from the things that Allah JmS*- declared Halal (i.e. eating, drinking etc.) but broke their 
fast with the things that Allah JmS*- declared Haram. The thing is, they sat together and 
began to eat the flesh of people (by backbiting 1 ).’ (Attarghib Wattarkb, vol. 2, pp. 95, Hadis 8) 

Knowledge of Ghayb of the Holy Prophet 4# 

Dear Islamic brothers! This narration clearly proves that Allah Js-sS^ has given the 
knowledge of Ghayb to His Beloved Prophet who is aware of his Ummah’s 

circumstances, which is why he JUs*.ibssfcjiss*!)! j* gave the news of Ghayb about those two 
girls sitting in the Masjid. Further, we have also learnt that committing sins such as 
backbiting can directly affect fast and can make fasting unbearably painful. Anyhow, 
whether one is in the state of fast or not, he must control his speech or else it could lead 
to tragic consequences. If we adopt the following three principles, we would avoid many 
troubles: 

1. Evil-talking is always bad. 

2. Silence is better than useless talking. 

3. Righteous talking is better than silence. 

Mayrl zaban pay Qufl-e-Madlnah lag jdye 
Fuzul gawyT say bachta rahun sada Yd Rab 
Karayn na tang khayalat-e-bad kabhl karday 
Shu ’ur-o-fikr ko pakizgi ‘ata Yd Rab 
Bawaqt-e-naz’a salamat rahay mayra Iman 
Mujhay nasib ho Kalimah hay iltija Yd Rab 


1 Please read Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat’s book 'Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah 
it will help you avoid the major sin of backbiting. 
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May Madam guard be applied to my tongue 
May I always avoid useless talking, Yd Rab 
May I never have evil thoughts 
Bless my heart and mind with purity, Yd Rab 
May my Imdn remain protected while I am dying 
‘May I recite Kalimah’ is my plea, Yd Rab 


Fast of hands 

Fast of hands is that they only be used for virtuous acts such as touching the Holy Quran 
in a state of purity and shaking hands with pious people. The Noble Rasul 
has said, ‘When two persons who love each other for Allah Js-sS^ shake hands and recite 
Salat on Rasul their previous sins are forgiven before they leave.’ (Musnad Abi Ya’la, vol. 3, 
pp. 95, Hadis 2951) 

If possible, stroke the head of an orphan affectionately as one will be rewarded for every 
single hair he strokes (boys and girls are considered orphans as long as they are minors. 
As soon as they reach puberty, they will no longer remain minors. A boy may reach puberty 
between the age of 12 and 15 while a girl between the age of 9 and 15). 

Beware! Never misuse your hand in oppressing someone, taking bribery, stealing, playing 
cards, flying kites and shaking hands with women (one should avoid shaking hands even 
with a young attractive beardless boy in case of lust, but do not hurt him, evade him with 
proper strategy). 

Hamayshah hath bhalayi hay wasitay uihayn 
Bachana zulm-o-sitam say mujhay sada Yd Rab! 

Kahin ka mujh ko gunahaun nay ab nahin chaura 
‘Azab-e-nar say bahr-e-Nabi bacha Yd Rab! 

Ilahi aik bhi nayki nahin hay namay mayn 
Faqat hay Tayri hi rahmat ka asra Yd Rab 

May my hands always stretch out towards good 
Save me from cruelty and oppression, Yd Rab 
My sins have ruined me, bringing trouble for me 
Save me from Hellf ire for Prophet’s sake, Yd Rab 
Not a single virtue is in my book of deeds, Almighty! 

I have pinned all my hopes on Your mercy, Yd Rab 
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Fast of feet 

Fast of feet implies using feet for permissible and good acts such as walking to Masjid or 
the shrines of saints JM visiting scholars and pious people, attending Sunnah- 

Inspiring Ijtima’, calling people to righteousness, travelling with Madani Qafilahs in the 
company of righteous people and helping the needy. If only we would ever walk towards 
Makka-tul-Mukarramah ts^jsscjjAAijiUsb and Madlna-tul-Munawwarah ts^issu^djiusb, 
Mina, ‘Arafat, Muzdalifah and perform Tawaf and Sa’I. Never misuse feet in walking 
towards cinemas, bad company, playing or watching chess, ludo, cards, cricket, football, 
videogames, table football etc. If only we would walk towards Madlnah uttering the word 
‘Madlnah.’ 

Rahayn bhalayl kl rahawn mayn gamzan har dam 
Karayn na rukh mayray paiin gunah kb Yd Rab! 

Madinay jayain phir ayaln dobarah phir jayain 
Isl mayn ‘umr guzar jdye Yd Khuda Yd Rab! 

Baql’-e-Pak mayn madfan naslb ho jdye 
Baraye Ghaus-o-Raza Murshidl Ziya Yd Rab! 

May I always tread the path of good 
May my feet never turn towards sins, Yd Rab 
May I go to Madlnah again and again 
And meet my death in Madlnah, Yd Rab 
May I be laid to rest in BaqV Pak 
For the sake of Ghaus, Raza and Ziya, Yd Rab 

Dear Islamic brothers! In fact, we can attain the real blessings of fast when we make all 
of our body-parts fast, otherwise we will not gain anything apart from thirst and hunger 
as Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that our Beloved Rasul j* 

has said, ‘There are many people who attain nothing but thirst and hunger from their fasts 
and there are many people who acquire nothing from their Salah except staying awake.’ 
(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 320, Hadis 1690) 

Therefore, those who do not prevent their body parts from committing sins despite 
fasting, fail to acquire the real spirituality of fast and those who stay awake till late night 
gossiping, chatting or playing different games, get nothing but the loss of their health 
and time in addition to causing difficulty for their Hereafter. 
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Job in Karachi Electric Supply Company 

Dear Islamic brothers! If you want to acquire the real spiritual pleasure of fast and develop 
a Madam mindset, please join the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 
& non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah and travel with Madam 
Qafilahs in the company of the devotees of Rasul in order to gain knowledge of Sunnah. 

jU. 3 St There are great blessings of Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ and Madam Qafilahs. 

A responsible Islamic brother of Orangi Town Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi gave an account 
in which he mentioned how he joined the Madam environment and how he found a job 
due to the blessing of Dawat-e-Islami. He has stated: ‘I began to attend the weekly 
Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami as a result of the invitation of an Islamic brother in 2003 but I 
was not regular. I was upset due to unemployment. An Islamic brother persuaded me to 
join the Madam Qafilah course in Faizan-e-Madinah, the global Madam Markaz of 
Dawat-e-Islami, situated in Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi. 

The company of the devotees of Rasul greatly influenced me, enabling me to 
realize the aim of my life. After the completion of the Madam Qafilah course, some of 
my friends informed me about the vacancies announced by K.E.S.C. (Karachi Electric 
Supply Company). They all had already applied and suggested that I also do so. Even 
though I was not so hopeful to get a government job due to corruption, nepotism and 
bribery in our departments, but I also applied for job owing to their insistence. I took a 
written test, gave an interview and then underwent a medical test. 

Surprisingly, I was the only one who succeeded at every stage despite the fact that there 
were a lot of influential candidates. On the occasion of the final interview, my family 
insisted that I wear a shirt and trousers but I had given up wearing those types of clothes 
due to the blessings of the Madam Qafilah course so I went in a white Shalwar and Kameez. 

When the officer observed my religious appearance he asked me a few religious 
questions that I answered quite easily because I had learnt them in the Madam Qafilah 
course. 3z&*h’o^&5\\ I got the job without bribery and any one’s intercession. My family 
was astonished to see the blessings of the Madam Qafilah course and the Madam 
environment and they developed a liking for Dawat-e-Islami, 
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At present, jksS*-JL)6 j^sJ 1 I am serving Sunnah as a Nigran in my area, inspiring people to 
travel with Madani Qafilahs and practice Madani In’amat.’ 


Nawkri chahiye, ayiye ayiye 
Qafilay mayn chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Tangdasti miiay, dur afat haiay 
Laynay ko barakatayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

If you need a job brother, do not aimlessly wander 
Come and don’t bother, travel with Madani Qafilah 
To avert deprivation and remove tribulation 
To gain benediction, travel with Madani Qafilah 




Intention of fast 

Dear Islamic brothers! As intention is a precondition for offering Salah and paying Zakah 
etc., it is necessary for fast as well. Even if an Islamic brother or sister remains hungry 
and thirsty from dawn to sunset without the intention of fast, his/her fast will not be valid. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 331 ) 

The time of making the intention for Ramadan fasts, Nafl fasts and fasts of specified 
vows (Nazr-e-Mu’ayyan) starts after the sun has set and remains until the time of Shar’I 
midday (Dahwa Kubra) begins. 

A fast of specified vow is the one that is kept on a particular day for the pleasure of 
Allah to fulfil a vow. For example, if someone says, ‘I will fast on every Monday of 
this year’s Rabl’-un-Nur for the pleasure of Allah Js-sS^’ (it is necessary that the words of 
vow be uttered loud enough to be heard), it will then become Wajib to fast on that 
particular day. The intention of these three types of fast can be made within the timings 
described above, the fast will be valid. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 332) 
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How to ascertain midday time (Dahwa Kubra) 

You might be thinking as to what the time of midday is! An easy way of obtaining the 
time of Midday (Dahwa Kubra) is to find out the duration between dawn and sunset first 
and then divide it by two; the time of Midday will start as soon as the first half ends. 

For example, if some day’s time of dawn is 5 a.m. and that of sunset is exactly 6 p.m. then 
there will be the duration of 13 hours between the dawn and the sunset. Upon dividing 
the number 13 by two, there will be two halves of 6 Y 2 hours, and if we add 6 V 2 hours to 5 
a.m. it will become 11:30 a.m. which is the initial time of midday. The intention of these 
three types of fast cannot be made as soon as the time of midday starts. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 341, Mulakhkhasan) 

Except the above-mentioned three types of fasts, it is necessary to make the intention of 
all other types of fasts within the duration from sunset to dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq). If 
somebody makes the intention after dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq) his intention and fast will not 
be valid. The fasts whose intention must be made within the night include: 

1. The fast for making up for the missed fast of Ramadan. 

2. The fast for expiation (Kaffarah). 

3. The fast for making up for a Nafl fast. (A Nafl fast becomes Wajib if somebody begins 
it, and it is a sin to break it without a valid exemption of Shari’afi. In case of breaking 
a Nafl fast whether due to a Shar’i exemption or without a Shar’i exemption, it is 
Wajib to make up for it). 

4. The fast for fulfilling an unspecified vow, (Nazr-e-Ghayr Mu’ayyan) that implies 
vowing to fast for the pleasure of Allah without specifying a particular day. 
Fulfilling such a vow and any other Shar’i vow made for the pleasure of Allah 

is Wajib provided the vow is made loud enough for oneself to hear. For instance, 
saying ‘I will fast for the pleasure of Allah Js-sK’ This kind of vow does not mention 
a particular day, therefore whenever one fasts with the intention of fulfilling this 
vow, it will be fulfilled. 

It is a condition that the words of the vow be uttered loud enough to be heard by the 
one who is uttering them. However, if someone utters his vow loud enough for 
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himself to hear but could not hear because of deafness or any noise then his vow is 
still valid. It is necessary to make the intention of these fasts within the night. 

(Derived from Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 344) 

Twenty Madam pearls regarding intention of fast 

1. The time of making the intention for Ramadan fasts, Nafl fasts and fasts of specified 
vows (Nazr-e-Mu’ayyan) starts after the sun has set and remains until the time of Shar’I 
midday (Dahwa Kubra) begins. Therefore, if one makes intention anytime during 
this span, these fasts will be valid. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 332) 

2. The intention of heart (willingness in heart) is, in fact, a valid intention. To utter it 
verbally is not a condition but is preferable. If one makes the intention for a Ramadan 
fast at night, he should say: 



Translation: I have intended to fast tomorrow as a Fard fast of Ramadan for Allah Js-sK 

3. If one makes the intention in the morning (before midday) he should say: 



Translation: I have intended to fast today as a Fard fast of Ramadan for Allah 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 332) 

4. To utter the words of intention in Arabic will be valid only when one understands its 
meaning. Further, making the intention verbally whether in Arabic or in any other 
language will be valid if the intention is present in the heart as well, (ibid) 

5. One can also utter the words of intention in his mother tongue provided the intention 
is present in heart at the time of utterance whether he utters it in Arabic or in any 
other language. Otherwise, simply uttering the words in a state of inattention will 
not be valid. However, if someone utters the intention without having it present in 
heart but later on he makes the intention in heart as well within the stipulated time, 
it will be valid. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 332) 
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6. If one makes intention during the day (but before Shar’I midday) it is necessary to 
make the intention of fast from the time of dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq). If he says ‘I am 
fasting from now onwards (and not since dawn)’ his fast will not be valid. (Al-Jauhara-tun- 
Nayyarah, vol. l,pp. 175) 

7. The intention made between dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq) and Shar’I midday will be valid 
provided one has not done any act that invalidates the fast, from dawn to the time 
of making the intention. However, if one eats or drinks or engages in intercourse 
forgetfully after dawn, the intention will still be valid as eating or drinking forgetfully 
even if one is full will not invalidate the fast. (Derived from Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 367) 

8. Making such an intention as ‘If I’m invited to a meal tomorrow then I won’t fast but 
if I’m not invited then I will fast’ is not valid; fast will not be valid in case of making 
such an ambiguous intention. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 195) 

9. During the day of Ramadan, if somebody neither intended to fast nor intended to 
miss it, despite knowing that it is the holy month of Ramadan, his fast will not be 
valid. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 195) 

10. If someone made the intention any time at night after the sunset, then he ate 
something within the night, his intention will still remain valid. There is no need to 
make a new one. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, pp. 175) 

11. During the night, if someone made the intention to fast but afterwards firmly 
decided not to fast within the same night, this will invalidate the first intention. If 
the intention [for fast] is not renewed, his fast will not be valid even if he spends the 
whole day without eating or drinking like a fasting person. (Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ Rad-dul- 
Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 345) 

12. As the mere intention of talking during Sal ah does not invalidate the Sal ah unless 
one talks, likewise, only intending to break fast during fasting will not invalidate it. 
The fast will only become invalid when one physically does the act that invalidates 
it. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, pp. 175) In other words, even if a person intends to 
break his fast, it will not become invalid unless he eats, drinks or does any other 
such act that invalidates it. 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


600 


13. Eating Sahari is equivalent to making the intention regardless of whether it is the 
fast of Ramadan or any other fast. However, if one intends not to fast that day whilst 
eating Sahari, this Sahari will not be considered his intention. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, 
vol. 1, pp. 176) 

14. It is necessary to make a new intention every day for each fast of Ramadan. If one 
makes the intention for the whole of Ramadan just once on the first day of the month 
or any other day, it will be regarded as the intention for that (one) day only, not for 
the rest of the days, (ibid, pp. 167) 

15. Except for the fast of Ramadan, that of specified vow (Nazr-e-Mu’ayyan) and Nafl 
fasts, the intention for all other fasts must be made during the night or at the precise 
time of dawn. Such fasts include Qada fasts of Ramadan, fasts for unspecified vow 
(Nazr-e-Ghayr Mu’ayyan), Qada of Nafl fasts (i.e. the Qada of the Nafl fast that was 
broken), Qada of fasts for specified vow, fasts for expiation and Hajj-e-Tamattu’ 1 . It 
is also necessary to specify the type of fast when making the intention. If one makes 
the intention for any of these fasts on the morning (from dawn till before the 
midday beings) it will turn into a Nafl fast (and not the one intended), but this Nafl 
fast must still be completed. If he breaks it, making up for it (by fasting another day) 
will be Wajib even if he is aware that this is not the fast he had intended but a Nafl 

one. (Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 344) 

16. Somebody fasts assuming that he has to make up for a missed fast but then he 
realises that his assumption was wrong. If he breaks his fast instantly in this case, 
though there is no harm, it is still preferable to complete it. If he does not break the 
fast immediately, he will have to complete it, breaking it now will not be permissible. 
If he breaks this fast, making up for it will be Wajib. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 346) 


1 There are three types of Hajj: 1. Qiran 2. Tamattu’ 3. Ifrad. It is Wajib for the one performing Qiran or 
Tamattu’ Hajj to make the ritual sacrifice of the animal after performing Hajj as gratification. As for those who 
perform Ifrad Hajj it is Mustahab. If those performing either of the first two types of Hajj (Qiran or Tamattu’) 
are extremely Miskln and destitute and cannot afford to sacrifice an animal even by selling their possessions nor 
do they have money to fulfill this rite, fast for ten days will be Wajib for them as a substitute for the animal sacrifice. 
Three fasts in the months of Hajj anytime in between 1 st Shawwal-ul-Mukarram to 9 th Zul-Hijjah after wearing 
the Ihram, preferably on the 7 th , 8 th and 9 th of Zul-Hijjah. It is not necessary to observe these fasts consecutively, 
and the other 7 fasts can be observed any time after 13 th Zul-Hijjah, preferably after reaching home. 




Rules of Fasting 


601 


17. After the dawn, the intention for a Qada fast made during the night cannot be changed 
into the intention of a Nafl fast, (ibid, pp. 345) 

18. Making the intention of fast whilst offering Salah is also valid. (Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ 
Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 345) 

19. If one has missed several fasts, the intention to make up for them should include the 
words: ‘The first fast of Ramadan I missed’ - ‘The second fast of Ramadan I missed’ 
and so on. If he has missed some in the present year and some in the previous year 
then he should intend in these words: ‘The Qada of this Ramadan - ‘The Qada of that 
Ramadan.’ Even if he does not specify the day he missed, the fast will still be valid. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamgiri, vol. 1, pp. 196) 

20. Allah JisSi forbid if one breaks a fast of Ramadan deliberately, it will become Fard 
not only to keep a fast as its Qada but also to fast for 60 days as expiation (provided 
the conditions of expiation are met). If he fasts for 61 days without specifying the 
day of Qada fast, then both the Qada and expiation fasts will be valid. ( Fatawa ‘Alamgm, 
vol. 1, pp. 196) 

Girl with beard 

If you want to have a passion for learning the intentions for fasting and other deeds, please 
travel with the devotees of Rasul in the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c 
non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah and earn the blessings in the 
world as well as in the Hereafter. In order to persuade you, I present a blessing which 
took place in a Madam Qafilah. An Islamic brother of Ranchor Line Bab-ul-Madinah 
(Karachi) gave the following account: In our three day Madam Qafilah, there was a 26 
year old Islamic brother who made a lot of supplications with great humility. When asked 
about it, he replied that he had a daughter whose face hair was growing like a beard, 
which was the reason of his anxiety. 

He further said that the cause of the problem could not be diagnosed despite X-Rays and 
test and no medicine proved effective as yet. The participants of the Qafilah supplicated 
for his daughter on his request. Two days after the Madam Qafilah, when I met the same 
dejected Islamic brother, he happily informed me that the hair of his daughter’s face 
had disappeared altogether as if there was no hair at all due to the blessing of the Madam 
Qafilah, 
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Sixteen Madam pearls for babies 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the blessings of Madam Qafilahs! In order to protect 

children from diseases, precautions during the period of their babyhood can prove to be 

very beneficial. Therefore, here are 16 Madam pearls of such precautions: 

1. Reciting U seven times (with Salat-‘Alan-NabI once before and after it) and blowing 
on a new born baby (instantly after birth) will protect the baby from afflictions until 
puberty, 

2. Bathing a new born baby firstly with tepid water mixed with salt and then with 
ordinary water (not hot) will protect it from spots and boils, 

3. Bathing children for some days with salt-mixed water is very beneficial to their 
health. 

4. Massaging babies with mustard oil after bathing them will be very effective for their 
health, 

5. Making babies swallow a little honey two or three times a day before feeding them 
milk is quite beneficial. 

6. Keep the baby’s head raised at all times even when rocking it in your arms and laying 
it to sleep; lowering the baby’s head and raising its feet is harmful. 

7. Extremely bright light will weaken the eyesight of a new born baby. 

8. When the baby’s gums become strong and it cuts teeth, rub the baby’s gums with 
chicken fat. 

9. Rub honey onto the babies gums once or twice a day. Rubbing oil onto its head and 
neck is beneficial. 

10. When the period of suckling the baby is going to end and the child begins to eat, take 
extra care to make sure that you do not let him/her chew hard foods, instead give 
the child soft and easily digestible foods. 

11. Feed the child cow’s or goat’s milk as well. 



Rules of Fasting 


603 


12. If possible, feed the child healthy foods because the energy he gains at this age will 
help him throughout his life, JmSs-aIM-S&i. 

13. Children should not be fed again and again; do not give next food before the digestion 
of the food given earlier. 

14. It is absolutely vital to stop children from eating sweets and Mithal (Asian sweets) as 
these are very harmful to their health. 

15. Dried and fresh fruits are very beneficial to children. 

16. The earlier you get your baby boys circumcised the better it is because they will feel 
less pain and the wound will heal much quicker as well. 

Spiritual remedy for protection of mother and baby 

If a pregnant woman writes 4lll Sj. 'A>\ N or gets it written 55 times on a piece of paper and 
ties it around her neck or arm in the form of an amulet (Ta’wiz) after wrapping it in plastic 
and then sewing into a piece of cloth or leather, her pregnancy will remain 

safe and the baby will also be protected from afflictions (after the birth). 

Moreover, if M is recited 55 times (with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once before and after 

it) and blown onto some water and if that water is used to wet the mouth of the baby as 
soon as it is born the baby will be intelligent and safe from illnesses, &]. 

Reciting and blowing the same words onto olive oil and then softly massaging the baby’s 
body with it is very beneficial; JbteT _&& this will protect the baby from insects, spiders 
and harmful animals. Massaging the body of adults with this oil (after reciting the same 
words) is also beneficial to relieving pain. 

Eating Sahari is Sunnah 

Millions of thanks to Allah who has granted us a magnificent blessing in the form 
of fast one of whose important parts is Sahari whereby we can attain not only energy 
but also a lot of reward by divine mercy. Even though unlike us, our Noble Prophet 
JUs-jissskjtsSaii j* did not need to eat and drink, but he AiJ* also used to eat 

Sahari for our ease so that his devotees would also eat considering it a Sunnah of their 
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Beloved Prophet to J* and, in this way, they would get energy during the day 

as well as the reward for practising a blessed Sunnah. 

Some Islamic brothers boast if they ever happen to fast without consuming Saharl meal. 
O devotees of Rasul! There is nothing extraordinary in fasting without Saharl meal. In 
fact, one should regret and feel remorse to have missed a great Sunnah of Beloved and 
Blessed Rasul JU-jbsjisjtsfeiiiJ*. 


Better than a thousand years’ worship 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Sharafuddln (known as Baba Bulbul Shah) Jts d-ii has said, 
‘Allah JiiSt has blessed me with so much strength that I can spend my whole life without 
eating, drinking and without fulfilling other needs of mine but I avoid doing so because 
it isn’t the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet tsSaisi j*. To me, abiding by Sunnah is 

better than a thousand years worship.’ Anyhow, the beauty of all deeds lies in following 
the Sunnah of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j*. 

Saharl after sleeping was not allowed 

In the beginning, it was not allowed to eat and drink after waking from sleep at night. 
After the sunset, a fasting person could eat and drink only before going to sleep. Once he 
went to sleep he wasn’t allowed to eat after waking up. However, Allah JmS*- had mercy 
upon His servants and gave them permission to eat at Saharl. Therefore, mentioning the 
reason of permission to eat and drink after waking from sleep, ‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid 
Muhammad Na’Imuddln MuradabadI has quoted the following account in 

his Quranic exegesis Khazdin-ul-‘Irfan: 

Permission of Saharl 

Sayyiduna Sarmah Bin Qays iz&zjtis&bt ^ was a very hard working man. One evening he 
jisSabics^ returned home having worked all day long on the fields in the state of fast. He 
asked his wife for food, she began to prepare it. As he as.Julies*? was very tired, 
he fell asleep. When the food was cooked, his wife woke him up but he ssLj&ttooto refused 
to eat because in those days eating food after waking up from sleep at night was not 
allowed. Therefore, he fasted the next day without eating anything and resultantly, 
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he fas became so weak that he Rsi&ia*? passed out. (Tafsir Khazin, vol. l, pp. 126) So 
the following verse was revealed regarding him: 


_>£=d 

<±\ Jo4<£N ^ & 'j& 6? 6? 


And eat and drink until the white thread becomes distinct to you from the black thread at 
dawn; then complete the fasts till the coming of night. 

[Kanz-ul-lman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 187) 

This blessed verse refers to night as a ‘black thread’ and dawn as a white thread. This 
shows that eating during the nights in Ramadan is permissible. 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have also learnt that fast has nothing to do with the Fajr Azan. 
It is not permitted to continue eating during the Fajr Azan. You must stop eating and 
drinking altogether as soon as the dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq) breaks whether the Azan has 
been uttered or not, and whether you can hear the Azan or not. 




Nine sayings of Rasulullah 

1. Eat Saharl because it is a blessed (food). (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 633, Hadis 1923) 

2. The distinguishing factor between us and the people of the book (Afil al-Kitab) lies 
in eating Saharl. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 552, Hadis 1096) 

3. Allah Js-sSt and His angels send mercy upon the people who eat Saharl. (Al-lhsan 
bittartlb Sahih Ibn Hibban, vol. 5, pp. 194, Hadis 3458) 

4. When Beloved and Blessed Rasul J* used to call one of his companions 

to eat Saharl with him he would say, ‘Come (and) eat the blessed food.’ (Sunan Abi 
Dawud, vol. 2, pp. 442, Hadis 2344) 
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5. Eat Sahari to gain strength for fast and take rest (siesta) in the afternoon to gain 
strength for worshipping at night. (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 321, Hadis 1693) 

6. Sahari is a blessing Allah Js-sSs- has granted you (therefore) do not miss it. (Sunan Kubra, 
Nasai, vol. 2, pp. 79, Hadis 2472) 

7. There are three people who will not be held accountable no matter how much they 

eat provided the food is Halal: (a) A fasting person at the time of Iftar. 

(b) The one who eats at Sahari and (c) A warrior that protects the Islamic border in 
the path of Allah JUaS*-. (Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 90, Hadis 9) 

8. Sahari is full of blessings, so do not miss it even if you drink just a sip of water. 
Allah J«5£ and His angels send mercy upon the people who consume Sahari. 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 4, pp. 88, Hadis 11396) 

Dear Islamic brothers! These sayings of the Noble Prophet ibssfejtsSiAi J* teach us 
that Sahari is Allah’s great bounty which has numerous physical and spiritual benefits 
for us. This is why the Holy Prophet us&isi called it a ‘blessed breakfast.’ 

9. Sayyiduna ‘Irbad Bin Sariyah ati has narrated that once the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet JUs-db-sfe called him to eat Sahari with him during the month 

of Ramadan and said: ‘Come for a blessed breakfast.’ (Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 2, pp. 442, 
Hadis 2344) 

Is Sahari a condition for fast? 

No one should have the misconception that Sahari is a condition for fast. A fast can be 
valid even without Sahari, but it is not appropriate to miss Sahari deliberately as eating 
Sahari is a great Sunnah. It should also be remembered that it is not necessary to eat until 
you’re full at Sahari. A few dates and a little water are also sufficient for Sahari and eating 
Sahari with dates and water is a blessed Sunnah as well. 

Eating Sahari with dates and water is Sunnah 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik a*.jtsS£&ics*? has said that the Holy Prophet used 

to say to me at the time of Sahari, ‘I intend to fast, give me something to eat’, so I used to 
give him some dates and water in a cup. (Sunan Kubra lin-Nasai, vol. 2, pp. 80, Hadis 2477) 
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Dates, an excellent Sahari 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt that eating Sahari is a Sunnah and eating dates and 
drinking water at Sahari is another Sunnah. Our Noble Prophet JUs«ab«si6jtsS£i>iJ* has also 
encouraged us to eat dates at Sahari. Sayyiduna Saib Bin Yazld as. JisSi&cs^ has narrated 
that the Noble Prophet j* has said: 


Dates are an excellent Sahari. 


O I * 3 I 


(Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 90, Hadis 12) 


He Jsa^s^i Jtsaiii j* has also said: 


For a believer dates are an excellent Sahari. 




(Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 2, pp. 443, Hadis 2345) 


Dear Islamic brothers! Eating dates and drinking water together isn’t a condition for 
Sahari. If one drinks a little bit of water with the intention of Sahari the Sunnah will be 
fulfilled. 


Time for Sahari 

The famous Arabic dictionary ‘Qamus says that ‘Sahari is the food that is eaten in the 
morning.’ A great Hanafi scholar ‘Allamah Maulana ‘All Bin Sultan Muhammad Al-Ma’ruf 
Mulla ‘All Qari has said, ‘Some (scholars) have said that the time for Sahari 

begins at midnight.’ (Mirqat-ul-MafatTh, vol. 4, pp. 477) 

Delay in Sahari is Mustahab as it is mentioned in Hadis that Sayyiduna Ya’la Bin Murrah 
&£(JM lAic^- has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* has said: 

‘There are three things that Allah likes: 

1. To eat Iftar without delay after sunset. 

2. To delay Sahari and 

3. To place one hand over the other (while standing) in Salah.’ 

(Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 91, Hadis 4) 
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What is meant by ‘delaying Sahari?’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! To delay Sahari is Mustahab and also earns us more reward but it 
shouldn’t be delayed to the extent that the time of dawn seems to be starting. Here, a 
question arises as to what is meant by the delay in Sahari. 

Commenting on the delay in Sahari, a renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan has stated in Tafsir-e-Na’imi, ‘This delay refers to the ‘sixth part’ of 

the night.’ ‘Again, a question arises as to what the sixth part of the night is.’ The answer 
to this question is that by Islamic jurisprudence, the duration from sunset to dawn 
(Subh-e-Sadiq) is called ‘night.’ Let’s say for example that the sun sets at 7 p.m. and 
dawn occurs at 4 a.m., the total duration of night will be 9 hours. If we divide 9 hours 
into 6 equal parts; the duration of each part will be IV 2 hours. Now, eating Sahari within 
the last IV 2 hours before dawn (i.e. 2:30 a.m. to 4 a.m.) will be regarded as eating Sahari 
with the delay mentioned in the Hadis. The times for Sahari and Iftar change every day. 
The above mentioned method can be used to ascertain the sixth part of any night. If one 
eats Sahari during any part of the night and makes the intention to fast he can still eat at 
any time during the rest of the night, a new intention is not needed. 

Fajr Azan is for Salah, not for fast 

Sahari must not be delayed to the extent that the time of dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq) seems to 
be starting. Some people keep eating even after dawn during the Azan saying: Listen! The 
sound of that Masjid’s Azan is still coming, and if they do not eat they at least drink water 
to ‘close their fasts’ (despite the Azan having begun). This doesn’t ‘close’ the fast, in fact 
it leaves the fast ‘completely open’ and makes it invalid. Such people will gain nothing 
except bearing thirst and hunger the whole day. ‘Closing the fast’ has nothing to do with 
the Fajr Azan. It is absolutely vital that one stop eating before the break of dawn (as the 
previous verse stated). 

May Allah grant every Muslim proper sense and the ability to carry out worships 
such as Salah and fasting according to their stipulated times! 
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Stop eating and drinking 

It is observed that people generally rely on the Azan and sirens to stop eating due to 
ignorance. Many continue to eat even during the Fajr Azan. In order to solve this problem 
it will be very useful to make the following announcement every day in a loud voice in 
Ramadan in every Masjid, three minutes before dawn: 

First say, 

(Jp (jUo alll <Jp 1^1vs 


Then say the following three times: ‘O fasting people! The ending time of Sahari is (for 
example) 4:12 a.m. today. The time is about to end. Stop eating and drinking instantly. Do 
not wait for the Azan. The Azan is uttered for the Fajr Salah after the Sahari time ends.’ 
Everyone must keep it mind that the Fajr Azan is uttered after the Sahari time has ended 
and it is not uttered for closing fast but for the Fajr Salah. 

ijp alii J <Jp 1^1 To 


Intention to travel with Madam Qafilah eased difficulty 

Dear Islamic brothers! Please travel in the company of devotees of Rasul with the Madani 
Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran 
and Sunnah. This will bring you great blessings in the world as well as in the 

Hereafter. 

Here is a faith-refreshing statement of an Islamic brother from Landhi (Bab-ul-Madinah, 
Karachi) about the blessing of a Madani Qafilah. He has stated: The marriage of my 
older brother had approached but we were worried as we did not have enough money to 
afford the expenses of the marriage. I didn’t want to borrow money as it could damage 
the prestige of my beloved Madani movement Dawat-e-Islami (in case of delay in paying 
the debt). 

One day, I was in extreme anguish. Having offered Zuhr Salah I made the intention that 
‘If the problem of the shortage of money is solved I’ll travel with a Madani Qafilah.’ 
After finishing my Salah I met people in the Masjid. While I was busy with making 
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individual effort, the Imam, who was also my uncle and was aware of my difficulty, called 
me and promised to provide money for the expenses of the marriage, 

I travelled with a Madam Qafilah on the very next day. I was relieved of my 

worries just for making the intention to travel with a Madam Qafilah. When the date of 
the wedding was set we were in debt but now we have not only got rid of the burden of 
debt, but my brother’s marriage has also taken place properly, 

(Jp (JUu ahl c-JLsM (Jp IjLszs 


Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! The problem of the shortage of money was solved, 
debt was paid and marriage also took place due to the blessings of a younger brother’s 
intention to travel with a Madam Qafilah. 

Relief from debts 

After every Salah, recite Surah Quraysh seven times (with Salat-‘Alan-NabI once before 
and after it) and make supplication, even huge debt will get paid, j^ddisC_a&i. Continue 
to recite it until the debt is paid. 

Invocation for relief from debts 

Translation: Ya Allah Js-sS^ grant me lawful sustenance and save me from that which is 
unlawful and make me independent of everyone apart from You, with Your grace. 

(With Salat-‘Alan-NabI once before and after it) Recite it eleven times after every Salah 
and hundred times every morning and evening until the debt is paid. 

According to a narration, once a Mukatab 1 said to Sayyiduna ‘All i ^3 jus dbi 
‘Please help me, I cannot pay for my release.’ He replied: ‘Shall I not teach you 

1 A slave who has signed a contract with his owner to be set free in exchange for a payment. 


(Al-Mukhta$ar-ul-Qudun, Kitdb-ul-Makdtib, pp. 386) 
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a few words the Beloved Rasul JUs 4* sifc j* taught me? Even if you owe as much 
money as mount Sir 1 Allah will pay (your debt) for you.’ The words are as follows: 

dll yiM tii^l 

Translation: Ya Allah J*s$£ grant me lawful sustenance and save me from that which is 
unlawful and make me independent of everyone apart from You, with Your grace. 

(JamV TirmizT, vol. 5, pp. 329, Hadis 3574) 

A Madani request: Before starting this invocation, distribute at least eleven rupees Niyaz 
for the Isal-e-Sawab 2 of Ghaus-e-A’zam as-jussiii^* and at least twenty five rupees Niyaz 
for the Isal-e-Sawab of Imam Ahmad Raza Khan owlish? «sU. in case of the fulfilment of 
your desire (religious booklets etc. can also be distributed). 

Definitions of morning and evening: The duration from midnight to the glimmering of 
the first ray of the sun is called ‘morning.’ From the starting of Zuhr time up to the 
sunset is called ‘evening.’ 

Madani suggestion: The troubled Islamic brothers should travel with Madani Qafilahs 
of Dawat-e-Islami in the company of the devotees of Rasul and make supplication. If 
someone cannot travel, (for instance, Islamic sisters) they should make any male member 
of their family travel on behalf of them. 

Iftar 

One should not delay in Iftar when it is certain that the sun has set. Do not wait for any 
siren or Azan. Eat or drink something instantly but eating fresh or dried dates or drinking 
water is Sunnah. After eating the date or drinking water recite this Du’a 3 : 


1 The name of a mountain. (An-Nihayah, vol. 3, pp. 61) 

2 Isal-e-Sawab refers to the act of spiritually sending the reward of virtuous deeds to the deceased. See its details 
in the booklet ‘Method ofFatihah.’ 

3 This Du’a is usually recited before doing Iftar but A’la Hadrat Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Shall Ahmad 

Raza Khan has stated in ‘Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 10, pp. 631’ it should be recited after the Iftar. 
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Du’a for Iftar 



Translation: Ya Allah J«5 a I fasted for You and I have faith in You and I put my trust in You 
and I do Iftar with the sustenance given by You. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 200) 

Azan is not condition for Iftar 

Remember! The Azan is not a condition for Iftar at all. Imagine, how would the people 
living in far flung areas where there is no Masajid or where the sound of Azan does not 
reach, be able to do Iftar in this situation. The Maghrib Azan is uttered for the Maghrib 
Salah, not for Iftar. It will be very appropriate if the following announcement is made 
thrice immediately after the sunset. 

Say it loudly only one time: 




Then say the following three times: 


‘O fasting people! Do Iftar. ’ 


Eleven virtues of Iftar 

1. Sayyiduna Sahl Bin Sa’d has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

has said, ‘People will always remain well as long as they hasten to do 
Iftar.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 645, Hadis 1957) 

Dear Islamic brothers! As soon as it is certain that the sun has set, one should instantly 
do Iftar by eating a date or drinking water etc. and recite the Du’a afterwards so that 
Iftar is not delayed. 

2. The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and 

Kind j* has said, ‘My Ummah will remain steadfast in my Sunnah as 
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long as they do not wait for the stars to appear for Iftar.’ (Al-lhsan bittartib Sahib ibn Hibban, 
vol. 5, pp. 209, Hadis 3501) 

3. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah q&o has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah has said that Allah J*sJt has said, ‘Amongst 

My servants, the one hastening to do Iftar is dearer to me.’ (JamV Tirmin, vol. 2, pp. 164, 
Hadis 700) 

Jji If you want to be dear to Allah js-jfc, do not engage yourselves in any 
activity at the time of Iftar and do Iftar instantly. 

4. Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik astjusshio*? has said, ‘I never saw the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet offer the Maghrib Salah before eating Iftar, he would first do 

Iftar even though with a sip of water.’ (Attarghlb Wattarhlb, vol. 2, pp. 91, Hadis 91) 

5. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Noble Rasul 

warned: ‘This religion will always remain dominant as long as people hasten to do 
Iftar because the Jews and Christians delay their Iftar.’ (Sunan AbiDawud, vol. 2, pp. 446, 
Hadis 2353) 

Dear Islamic brothers! This Hadis shows that one should do Iftar without any delay. 
Delaying Iftar is a practice of the Jews and Christians and we have been prohibited 
to follow them. 

6. Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Khalid JuhanI has narrated that the Prophet of 

Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah has said: 

rtjjsl 4jaU>- j\ ljjlc y^>- y* 

Cyi ya a j >-1 JLo UjUs 

Translation: Anyone who gives provisions to a Ghazi or a Hajj pilgrim or looks after his 
family in his absence or serves a fasting person with Iftar, will be rewarded the same as him 
without any reduction in their reward. 


(Sunan Kubra lin-Nasai, vol. 2, pp. 256, Hadis 3330) 
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What glad tidings! Whoever furnishes a Ghazi with provisions will be 
rewarded the same as him, whoever financially assists a Hajj pilgrim will be rewarded 
the same as him, and whoever serves a fasting person with Iftar will be rewarded the 
same as him; and there will be no reduction in their rewards. Ai' JJal S)\l 

However, it must be remembered that asking people for money in order to perform 
Hajj or ‘Umrah is Haram and it is also a sin to give anything to such a person. 

Excellent reward for serving someone with Iftar 

7. Sayyiduna Salman Farsi as-JisSeii ^ has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Rasul 
jJUsiJbsKiis jisSaiii j* has said, ‘If anyone serves a fasting Muslim with Iftar, angels will 
pray for his forgiveness in Ramadan, and Jibrail v3Lui<«u. will pray for his forgiveness 
at Layla-tul-Qadr.’ (Mu’jam Kablr, vol. 6, pp. 262, Hadis 6162) 

«JLh i L ook how great and magnificent the blessings and bounties of Allah 
JUAt are! If a Muslim provides someone with a date or a sip of water for Iftar in the 
month of Ramadan, the angels of Allah pray for his forgiveness in Ramadan 
and Sayyiduna Jibrail vjuji*#*., the chief of all the angels, also prays for his forgiveness 
at Layla-tul-Qadr. jp 4) 


Jibrail jdfc shakes hand with one serving Iftar 

8. According to a narration, ‘If anyone serves a person with Iftar in Ramadan with 

Halal earnings, the angels will send Durud upon him at every night of Ramadan, 
and Jibrail ^SLsji will shake his hands with such a person at Layla-tul-Qadr. If 
Jibrail shakes hands with a person, his eyes will shed tears (due to the fear of 

Allah j*s5Q and his heart will become soft.’ (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 215, HadTs 23653) 

Excellence of serving fasting Muslim with water 

9. Another Hadis states, ‘If anyone serves a fasting Muslim with water, Allah will 
make him drink water from my pond (Hawd) and he will not feel thirst till he enters 
Heaven.’ (Sahlh Ibn Khuzaymah, vol. 3, pp. 192, Hadis 1887) 
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10. Sayyiduna Salman Bin ‘Amir as-jusaii has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, 

the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind has 

said, ‘When you do Iftar, do it with a fresh or dry date because it is blessed and 
if you have neither, then do Iftar with water because it is a purifier.’ (Jam’ Tirmiii, 
vol. 2, pp. 162, Hadis 695) 

This blessed Hadis encourages us to do Iftar with fresh or dried dates because it is 
Sunnah to do so, but if you have neither of them, use water because it is a purifier. 

11. Sayyiduna Anas a** has narrated that the Holy Prophet J* used to 

do Iftar with fresh dates before the (Maghrib) Salah. If the fresh dates were not 
available he J* would eat a few dry dates instead and if they were not 

available either, he would drink a few handfuls of water. (Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 2, 
pp. 447, Hadis 2356) 

The foregoing blessed Hadis describes that the Holy Prophet J* would 

initially prefer fresh dates for Iftar, if they weren’t available then dry dates and if 
they weren’t available either, then he JUs«sits<sfedM*i>i j* would drink water. Therefore, 
we should first attempt to do Iftar with sweet fresh dates, which is a sweet Sunnah of 
the Noble Prophet If they aren’t available, then dry dates and if they 

aren’t available either, then water. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Many blessed Ahadls encourage us to use dates at Saharl and 
Iftar. Eating dates, drinking dates-soaked water and using dates as a cure are all 
Sunnahs. Dates contain innumerable blessings and cures for numerous illnesses. 

Madam pearls regarding dates 

1. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah j* has said, ‘The 

‘Ajwah (the best type of date) of ‘Aliyah (the name of a place in Madlnah Munawwarah 
towards Masjid-e-Quba) is a cure for all illnesses.’ According to a narration, ‘To 
eat seven ‘Ajwah dates daily for seven days protects against leprosy.’ f Umda-tul-Qari ; 
vol. 14, pp. 446, Hadis 5768) 
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2. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* has said, ‘The ‘Ajwah date is from 

Heaven; it is a cure for poison.’ f/amf Tirmizr, vol. 4, pp. 17, Hadis 2073) A Hadis in Bukhari 
states, if anyone eats seven ‘Ajwah dates in the morning (before eating anything 
else) he will remain safe from magic and poison that day. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 540, 
Hadis 5445) 

3. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has said, ‘Dates protect against appendicitis.’ 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummdl, vol. 10, pp. 12, Hadis 24191) 

4. The Beloved and Blessed Rasul JUs^iWfcJtsSiAij* has said, ‘Eating dates in the morning 
before eating anything else kills stomach worms.’ (Al-JamV-us-Saghir, pp. 398, Hadis 6394) 

5. Sayyiduna Rabi’ Bin Khasim sazdhsttoctto has said, ‘To me, dates and honey are the best 
cures for a pregnant woman and a sick man respectively.’ (Ad-Dur-ml-Mansur, vol. 5, pp. 505) 

6. Sayyidi Muhammad Ahmad ZahabI JM *iii kfv has said, ‘If a pregnant woman 
eats dates she will give birth to a baby-boy who will be handsome, tolerant and 
polite, 

7. Dates are very beneficial to the one who has become weak due to hunger because 
they are full of vitamins and revive energy quickly. This is the wisdom of doing Iftar 
with dates. 

8. Doing Iftar with very cold water may cause stomach problems and the swelling of the 
liver. Eating dates before drinking cold water reduces this risk but remember that 
drinking extremely cold water is always harmful. 

9. Eating dates with melon or cucumber or dates with watermelon is a Sunnali. Eating 
dates in this way is very beneficial from medical point of view. According to doctors 
it overcomes physical and sexual weakness and thinness. However, its greatest benefit 
is that it is a Sunnah. A Hadis states that eating butter with dates is also Sunnah. 

(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 41, Hadis 3334) 

Eating fresh and dry (old) dates together is also a Sunnah. Ibn Majah mentions, 
‘When the devil sees someone eat fresh and dry (old) dates together, he regrets that 
man has become strong by eating fresh dates with dried ones.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 4, 
pp. 40, Hadis 3330) 
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10. Dates are a cure for chronic constipation. 

11. Dates are useful for asthma and other diseases related to heart, kidney, gall bladder, 
bladder and intestine. They treat phlegm and dried skin, strengthen a man’s virility 
(sexual power), and help the flow of urine. 

12. Eating grinded dates with their seeds is beneficial to heart problems and cataract 
(eye disease). 

13. Drinking dates-soaked water cures liver problems. This water is also effective for 
treating diarrhoea. (Leave the date to soak in water at night and then drink it in the 
morning before eating anything else but don’t store it in a freezer). 

14. Dates-boiled milk is a very powerful nutrient. It is very useful to overcome the 
weakness caused by an illness. 

15. Wounds heal quickly by eating dates. 

16. Date is an effective medicine for jaundice. 

17. Fresh and fully ripe dates cure bile problems and acidity. 

18. Using the burnt dates-seeds as a tooth powder makes the teeth shiny and removes 
mouth bad odours. 

19. Applying the powder of burnt dates-seeds onto wounds stops bleeding and helps 
the wounds heal. 

20. Burning date seeds in fire and inhaling its smoke dry the warts of piles. 

21. Using burnt date tree roots or leaves as a tooth powder is beneficial to treating 
toothache. Boiling the roots or leaves in water and rinsing mouth with it is also 
effective for treating toothache. 

22. If eating dates causes any side effect to someone, he should eat them with pomegranate 
juice, poppy seeds or black pepper seeds. 

23. Eating half ripe and old dates together is harmful. Similarly, eating dates with grapes, 
currants, raisins or figs, eating a large quantity of dates immediately after recovering 
from an illness in weakness and eating dates whilst suffering from an eye infection 
are all harmful. 
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24. Not more than approximately 60 grams of dates should be eaten at a time. When 
eating old dates one should open them up and check them for small red insects and 
clean them. It is Makruh to eat such dates, without cleaning them, which are suspected 
to have insects inside them. (‘ClnulMa’bud, vol. 10, pp. 246) 

Sellers often rub mustard oil on dates to make them look shiny, so it is better to soak 
them in water for a few minutes to remove any fly droppings and dirt and then wash 
them before eating. Fresh ripe tree dates are the most beneficial. 

25. Do not throw away the seeds of dates brought from Madlna-tul-Munawwarah 
(iaiML5seb-a.dji Usi'j. Instead, keep them in a respectful place or put them into a river. 
Further, one can gain their blessings by cutting them into tiny pieces which can 
be kept in a small tin and eaten like nuts. No matter which part of the world any 
thing comes from, when it enters the atmosphere of Madlna-tul-Munawwarah 
ta^iSsUjiAiiiUsia it belongs to Madlnah and therefore it becomes an object of respect 
for devotees. 

Du’a is accepted at time of Iftar 

Dear Islamic brothers! A fasting Muslim is very fortunate because he continuously earns 
the pleasure of Allah Js-sK When he makes Du’a at the time of Iftar Allah accepts 
his Du’a due to His grace and mercy. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr Bin ‘As jus iAi 
has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* has said: 



Translation: At the time of Iftar, for the fasting person, there is a Du’a which is not rejected. 


(Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 53, Hadis 29) 


Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah Mailed has narrated that the Holy Prophet JUs-dbssfejirfdii J* 
has said, ‘There are three types of Du’as that are not rejected: 


1. The Du’a of a fasting person at the time of Iftar. 

2. The Du’a of a just ruler. 
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3. The Du’a of the oppressed. The Du’a of these three persons are lifted above the 
clouds by Allah AmS*- and the gates of the sky are opened for them and Allah 
says, ‘I swear by My glory! I will definitely help you, though with a little delay.’ 

(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 349, Hadis 1752) 




All we worry about is eating! 

Dear fasting Muslims! Congratulations to you all! There’s glad-tidings that your every 
prayer will be answered at the time of Iftar, but unfortunately, our present condition is 
very sad. At the time of Iftar we face a very tough trial as we usually have a great variety 
of fruits, fried items and drinks in front of us. As we are extremely hungry and thirsty 
we start to devour the food as soon as the sun sets getting heedless of Du’a. Many of us 
miss Rak’at of the Maghrib Jama’at due to excessive eating, and some are so lazy that, 
Allah forbid, they even miss the whole Jama’at and offer Maghrib Sal ah at home! 

O seekers of Heaven! Do not be so heedless! Offering Salah with Jama’at has been greatly 
stressed by Shari’ah. Always remember! It is a sin to miss the Jama’at of Salah without a 
Shar’I exemption. 

Iftar precautions 

It is better to do Iftar with one or a half date then clean mouth properly and offer Salah 
with complete Jama’at. These days people eat fruits, fried things etc. in the Masjid and 
join Jama’at without cleaning their mouths properly, whereas there shouldn’t be a single 
bit of food or taste in the mouth (when offering Salah). 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah M s^ssskJtsSeiij* has said, ‘Nothing is 
more troublesome for Kiraman Katibln (the two angels that record deeds) than seeing 
their companion offer Salah in such a condition that something is stuck between his 
teeth.’ (Mu’jam KabTr, vol. 4, pp. 177, Hadis 4061) 
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Ala Hadrat has stated, ‘Several Ahadls state that when a man stands to offer 

Salah, an angel places its mouth onto his mouth and whatever he recites, comes out of 
his mouth and enters the angel’s mouth. If anything is stuck between his teeth, the angels 
are so distressed by it that nothing else distresses them to such an extent. The Prophet of 
mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUsidbssfcjtsSiisi J* 
has said, ‘When any of you stands to offer Salah at night, he should clean his teeth using 
a Miswak because when he recites the Holy Quran an angel places its mouth on his 
mouth and whatever comes out of his mouth, enters the angel’s mouth.’ ( Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, 
vol. 9, pp. 319) 

In his ‘Kabir Imam TabaranI has quoted Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub Ansari & Jts *i>i as 
saying, ‘There is nothing more troublesome for the two angels than seeing their 
companion offer Salali with bits of food stuck between his teeth.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), 
vol. 1, pp. 624-625) 

It is usually hard for people who do Iftar in the Masjid to clean their mouths properly 
because if they try to do so they may well lose Jama’at or at least some Rak’at. It is, 
therefore, suggested to do Iftar with just a date or two and some water and move the 
water properly inside the mouth so that the sweetness and bits of the date are washed 
away into the stomach. If necessary, use a tooth pick. If there’s no time to clean mouth 
properly, then it’s safer to do Iftar with water only. 

I appreciate those fasting Muslims who sit in the first row of the Masjid before sunset 
with a date and some water taking no interest in delicious food. In this way, they will not 
only be able to clean their mouth easily but also succeed in offering Salah at the first row 
of the Masjid without missing the first Takhir. 

Du’a at Iftar 

Do Iftar with one or two dates and then make a Du’a; at least recite one Masur Du’a (the 
supplications that have been mentioned in the Quran and Ahadls are called ‘Masur’). 
Learn at least one of the supplications that were made by Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
i J* at various occasions. One well known Du’a to be recited after Iftar has 
already been mentioned, here is another one: 
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The narration mentioned in ‘Abi Dawud states that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
J* used to make the following supplication at the time of Iftar: 



Translation: Ya Allah Js-sSq I fasted for You and did Iftar with sustenance given by You. 


(Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 2, pp. 447, Hadis 2358) 


Dear Islamic brothers! The Hadis mentioned earlier states that ‘ supplications made at the 
time of Iftar are not rejected .’ Sometimes, a question arises as to why the effect of our 
prayers being answered has not yet taken place whereas many Ahadls affirm it. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Don’t worry in case of apparent delays. The respected father of 
Sayyidi A’la Hadrat Sayyiduna Naqi ‘All Khan has stated on page 7 of ‘Ahsan-ul- 

Wi’a li Adab-id-Du’a : 

Three advantages of Du’a 

The Noble Prophet J* has said that every Du’a contains at least one of the 

following three advantages: 

1. Either his (the one who makes supplication) sin is forgiven or 

2. He gets benefit or 

3. He will get its reward in the afterlife. In the afterlife when man sees the reward of his 
prayers that were not answered in the world, he will wish that none of his prayers 
would be answered in the world and all would be stored for the afterlife. (Attarghrb 
Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 315) 

Five blessings in Du’a 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! Supplications are always beneficial. Therefore, one 
should not be lazy in making supplication even if its effect does not appear in the world 
as its reward will surely be given in the Hereafter. 
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Five Madam pearls 

1. By making Du’a one fulfills a commandment of Allah Js-sS^ as He has commanded 
us to make Du’a. Therefore, the Holy Quran says: 

^ 9 , ,9 9 * 

Pray to Me, I shall answer your prayer. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 24, Surah Al-Mumin, verse 60) 


2. Making Du’a is a Sunnah because the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 
the Owner of Jannah JUsiah^skJtsSi&i J* often used to make Du’a. Therefore, making 
Du’a leads us to practicing a Sunnah. 

3. Making Du’a is obedience to Rasulullah JUs Jtsz &b » j* as well because he 

would advise his devotees to make Du’a. 

4. By making Du’a, one enters the fold of worshippers because Du’a is a form of 

worship, it has even been regarded as the essence of worship. The Prophet of 
Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah &i J* has said: 




C* 




Translation: ‘Du’a (supplication) is the very essence of worship.’ 

(Jami’ TirmizT, vol. 5, pp. 243, Hadis 3382) 


5. Du’a entitles one either to the forgiveness of his sins or ease of difficulty in the 
world or acquisition of reward in the Hereafter. 


What sin have I committed? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! By making Du’a one not only obeys Allah and 
His Beloved Rasul JUs-tfessfe but also acts upon a Sunnah, earns the reward of 

worshipping, and gains numerous other benefits in the world as well as the Hereafter. 
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Some people are very impatient if there is some delay in the fulfilment of their 
supplications. They are observed saying even such inappropriate sentences as ‘I’ve been 
making Du’a for so long, I’ve had even pious people make Dua for me, there’s not a 
single Plr I haven’t been to, I recite a lot of invocations, I’ve been to the tombs of saints 
but Allah still doesn’t fulfil my supplication.’ Some even dare to say: ‘What sin have 
I committed, which has resulted in this punishment?’ 

Is missing Salah not sin! 

If such an emotional person is asked if he offers Salah, he will perhaps reply in the 
negative. Did you see! The words of complaint that ‘What sin have I committed, which 
has resulted in this punishment?’ are being expressed openly despite committing the major 
sin of missing Salah. In other words, it seems, (Allah forbid) missing Salah isn’t a 
sin at all! If such people just have a look at themselves, they can realize that let alone any 
misdeed, they are, in fact, committing many misdeeds such as non-Islamic haircut, bare 
head like the Western people, non-Islamic dress, face like fire worshippers who are the 
enemies of the Beloved Rasul JUs ^ jiiS i&i j-* i.e. without a beard which is a blessed 
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet following the cultures and traditions of the 

enemies of Islam and missing even Salah. 

Missing Salah is a major sin, shaving the beard is prohibited (Haram), lying, backbiting, 
telling tales, breaking promises, suspicion, misusing eyes, disobeying parents, abusing, 
watching films and dramas, listening to music etc. are all sins, but these sins seem 
invisible to such people and they complain openly ‘What misdeed have I done, which 
has resulted in this punishment?’ 


If we don’t listen to our friend... 

Just ponder! If your best friend repeatedly asks you to do something but you don’t do it 
and if you ever need his help, so at first, you will obviously hesitate to ask him because 
you didn’t help him when he needed you. Plucking up the courage, even if you dare to 
ask him and he doesn’t listen then you will not be justified in complaining because you 
also did not help him. 
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Now just ponder calmly, there are many things that Allah JsAt has ordered us to do, but 
how many of them do we actually carry out? To put it bluntly, we are heedless of many 
of His commandments. I hope you may have understood that Allah’s commands are 
disobeyed and if He Js-sS^ does not manifest the effect of Du’a then complaints are made. 
Is it fair? 

Please! Try to realize! If you keep on ignoring what your best friend says he might even 
break ties with you, but look how merciful Allah is towards His servants. They 
disobey Him thousands of times but He JsA^ still does not exclude them from of the list 
of His servants, He ds-A*- continues to shower His grace and mercy upon them. 

Ponder! What will happen if He j*A*- ceases His bounties as a punishment? We can’t 
even lift a single step without His mercy. If He isA stops the free gift of air for just a few 
minutes the whole world will turn into a gigantic graveyard. 

A reason of delay in fulfilment of Du’a 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sometimes, delay in the fulfilment of Du’a takes place due to 
such reasons which are beyond our comprehension. Therefore, the Prophet of mankind, 
the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind ii j* has said: 

When a beloved of Allah makes supplication Allah Js-A^ says to Jibrall ‘Wait! 

Don’t give him (anything) so that he asks again because I like his voice’ (but) when an 
unbeliever or a sinner makes supplication He JsA*- says, ‘O Jibrall alsji <«u. give him 
without delay what he wants so that he does not ask again because I don’t like his voice.’ 
(Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 2, pp. 39, Hadis 3261) 


Parable 

Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Sa’ld Bin Qattan Jis5 Ai q&o saw Allah Js-At in a dream and asked, 
‘Ya Allah Js-AM I make supplication abundantly (but) You don’t fulfill my supplication?’ 
Allah Js-A*- replied, ‘O Yahya! I like your voice, which is why I delay in fulfilling your 
supplications.’ (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 35) 




<Jp 
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Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing parable as well as blessed Hadis clarify that Allah 
Js-sS^ likes the humility of His pious people, which is one of the reasons for the delay in 
the fulfilment of their supplications. We cannot comprehend these divine strategies. 
Anyhow, we must not be impatient. Maulana NaqI ‘All Khan has stated on page 

33 of his book Ahsan-ul-Wi’d whilst mentioning the manners of making supplication: 

Prayers of impatient people are not answered 

One of the manners of supplications is to avoid impatience regarding the fulfilment of 
supplication. A Hadis says: There are three types of people whose prayers are not 
answered by Allah JmS*-. (1) Those who pray for a sin. (2) Those who pray for breaking 
ties. (3) Those who want their prayers to be answered immediately and say ‘My prayer 
hasn’t been answered yet.’ (Attarghib Wattarkb, vol. 2, pp. 314, Hadis 9) 

This Hadis makes it clear that one should not pray for unlawful things because such a 
prayer will not be answered. Similarly, the prayer that involves the violation of the rights 
of a relative is also prohibited. Further, one should not grow impatient with apparent 
delays in the fulfilment of his prayers as such prayers are not answered. 

A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Shah Ahmad Raza Khan has 

added a footnote to Ahsan-ul-Wi’d li Adab-id-Du’a titled Zail-ul-Mudda’a li Ahsan-il-Wi’a. 
In this footnote, he (in his own particular and unique manner) has given the following 
advice to people who are impatient regarding the fulfilment of their supplications. 

Visiting officers again and again but... 

Those who have to get any personal advantage from worldly officers are seen waiting for 
years hoping to be helped by them and wandering around their doorsteps morning and 
night. As for the officers, they don’t even look at them, don’t answer them, scold them 
and express resentment. In fact, it is nothing but the waste of time and money. Even after 
spending years wandering around the officers, they do not give up hope, and it looks as 
if it is still the first day. 

And when it comes to making supplication in the court of Almighty Allah one 
rarely goes to Him, and even if somebody goes, he looks tired and worried, wants 
everything instantly; he spends a week reciting something and then starts complaining, 
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‘I recited this, but nothing happened.’ Such unwise people close the door of fulfilment 
themselves. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah has said: 




Translation: Your prayers are answered as long as you don’t hurry, don’t say I prayed (but) 
my prayer wasn’t answered. 

(Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 200, Hadis 6340) 


Some even dare to deny the effect of supplications and invocations. In fact, they lose 
trust in the promises of bounties Allah Js-sS^ has made - ^j±A\ aiA iuJlj 

These people should be told ‘O the shameless! O the undignified! Ponder calmly. If your 
friend asks you a thousand times to do something for him but you don’t, then you’ll 
hesitate to ask him to do something for you and say to yourself ‘I didn’t listen to him, 
how can I ask him for something’ but if you dare to ask him and he doesn’t do it, then 
you won’t complain and you’ll say to yourself ‘well, I also didn’t do what he asked.’ Now 
compare; how many of the commandments of Allah do you obey? How shameful is 

it for you to disobey Him and then want Him to do what you ask? 

O unwise person! Just look carefully at yourself from head to toe. There are millions of 
bounties in your body. When you sleep His innocent servants (angels) protect you. 
Despite committing sins you are blessed with safety and good health from head to toe, 
protection from calamities, easy digestion of food, discharge of excrement without 
difficulty, easy circulation of blood in your body, physical strength, eyesight, numerous 
bounties descend upon you constantly without having to ask or pray (for them). Then 
how can you dare to complain if some of your desires are not fulfilled? You don’t know 
what is beneficial to you? You don’t know that you were perhaps going to suffer a major 
calamity but it’s your (apparently unfulfilled) supplication that warded it off. 

What do you know what reward is being stored for you. His promise is true, prayers 
are answered in three ways and every former one is better than the latter. If you 
lose faith then surely you will be doomed and the devil would take you to his side - 
Judj ilklf, AiU (We seek Allah’s protection. He JiW is the Glorious). 
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O feeble soil! O impure water! Look at yourself and then look at the great privilege you 
have been granted. He has permitted you to be present in His court, mention His 
Glorious name and beg Him. Millions of desires should be sacrificed on this enormous 
grace. 

O impatient! Learn how to beg! Cling to His Glorious court, stay there and keep 
supplicating in the hope of being blessed. Engross yourself in the pleasure of begging 
and asking Him so much that you forget even your desires and wishes. Have a firm 
belief that you will not return from His court empty handed because cp [y 

(When anyone knocks at the door of a generous person it opens for him ) A'Vj (And 

ability is granted by Allah (Zall-ul-Mudda’a li Ahsan-il-Wi’a, pp. 34-37) 

Delay in fulfilment of Du’a is blessing 

Sayyiduna Maulana Naqi ‘All Khan has said, ‘My dear! Your Allah says: 

I answer the prayer of the praying one when he prays to Me. jrd\jd\ C-JLsA 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (TranslatiDi Df Quran)I (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 186) 


And how excellent fulfiller (of supplication) We are. icSfe 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (TranslatiDi If Quran)] (Part 23, Surah As-Saffat, verse 75) 

i f _ __ f f 

Pray to Me, I shall answer your prayer. J> <* r *£J*\ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (TranslatiDi If Quran)] (Part 24, Surah Al-Mumin, verse 60) 

So believe that He J«5*- will not return you empty handed from His court and He 
will fulfil His promise. He says to His Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

And chide not the beggar. © e^^d' ^ 3 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (TranslatiDi If Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Ad-Duha, verse 10) 
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(So then) how will He J«5£ (himself) reject you? In fact, He J«5£ blesses you, which is 
why He delays in fulfilling your supplications.’ JU- js jp ili-I (Ahsan-ul-Wi’a, pp. 33) 

Relief from sciatica pain 

Dear Islamic brothers! Jksit *4 iUsJl There are a number of instances of prayers being 
answered in the company of devotees of Rasul by the blessing of travelling with the 
Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c non-political religious movement of the 
Quran and Sunnah. Here is an account of an Islamic brother in this regard: Our Madam 
Qafilah went to Thatta city. One of the participants had severe sciatica pain. He used to 
writhe in pain like a fish out of water. One night he couldn’t sleep due to severe pain. 
On the last day the Amir of Qafilah said: ‘Let’s all pray for him together’, so we began 
to pray. 

The Islamic brother said that he felt reduction in pain even during the prayer and 
surprisingly the sciatica pain completely vanished after a short while, *JJ Many 
years have passed, he has not felt the same pain again ever since he was relieved of it during 
the Madam Qafilah. At present, he is responsible for Madam Qafilahs in his area. 


Gar ho ‘irqun-nisa, yd ‘arizah koi sa 
Pdo gey sihhatayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dur bimariyan, aur parayshaniyan 
Haun gi bas chal parayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

If you have sciatica severe, or have illness any other 
You will get cured brother, travel with Madani Qafilah 
Illnesses will be cured and adversities will be removed 
Come and see for yourself, travel with Madam Qafilah 




<Jp 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! An Islamic brother was relieved of the lethal illness 

of sciatica by the blessing of a Madam Qafilah. Sciatica is an illness that causes extreme 

pain extending from the hip joint down to the ankle and it continues for years. 

Two spiritual remedies for sciatica 

1. Place your hand on the painful area, recite Surah Al-Fatihah once and the following 

phrase j od U ffb- (Yd Allah Js-sS^ relieve me of this illness ) three times 

(with Salat-‘Alan-NabI once before and after it) and then blow on the area of the pain. 
If you want to do it for someone else, then say (him) instead of (me). This is 
to be done until the illness is cured. 

2. Reciting ^4 seven times and blowing on oneself will cure wind problems, back 

and stomach pains, sciatica or any other pain j*sS*- (This is to be done until 

the pain is cured). 

Fourteen points regarding acts that invalidate fast 

1. Eating, drinking or having intercourse will result in the invalidation of the fast 
provided one was aware that he was fasting. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 365) 

2. Smoking a Huqqah, cigar, cigarette or cheroot etc. will also invalidate the fast even if 
one assumes that the smoke has not reached the throat. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, parts, pp. 117) 

3. Chewing Pan (betel) or tobacco will also invalidate the fast even if one spits constantly 
because its tiny particles will definitely reach the throat, (ibid) 

4. If a fasting person puts something soluble like sugar etc. in his mouth and then 
swallows his saliva, his fast will become invalid, (ibid) 

5. If something equal to the size of a chick-pea or larger was stuck between the teeth of 
a fasting person and he swallowed it, or if it was smaller than a chick-pea but he 
took it out from the mouth and then put it back in and swallowed it, his fast will 
become invalid in both the cases. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3,pp. 394) 
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6. If gums bleed and blood goes down the throat and its taste is also felt (regardless of 
whether or not the amount of blood is equal to, more than or less than the saliva) 
the fast will become invalid in this case, but if the amount of blood is less than saliva 
and the taste of blood is not felt either, the fast will not become invalid. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 368) 

7. Despite being aware that he was fasting, if a fasting person inserts a laxative (a 
medicine) into the anal orifice or inhales medicine through nostrils, his fast will 
become invalid. (Fatawa Alamglri, vol. 1, pp. 204) 

8. If water went down the throat unintentionally whilst rinsing the mouth, or if one 
sniffed water through nose and it reached the brain then the fast will become 
invalid. However, if it happens in forgetfulness (when one was unaware that he was 
fasting) fast will not be invalid even if he does it deliberately. Likewise, if someone 
throws something towards the fasting person and it goes down the throat, his fast 
will become invalid. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, pp. 178) 

9. Drinking or eating something whilst asleep will result in the invalidation of the fast. 
Similarly, if the mouth of a fasting person was open and a drop of water or a flake of 
snow goes down his throat his fast will become invalid. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, 
pp. 178) 

10. Swallowing another person’s saliva or putting one’s own saliva onto one’s palm and 
then swallowing it will invalidate the fast. ( Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 203) 

11. Swallowing the saliva or phlegm that is already in the mouth does not invalidate the 
fast, spitting the saliva every now and then is not necessary. 

12. If one put a coloured string into his mouth, which changes the colour of the saliva 
and then he swallowed that coloured saliva, his fast would become invalid. (Fatawa 
‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 203) 

13. Swallowing one or two drops of tear will not invalidate the fast, but swallowing 
many drops whose saltiness is felt in the whole mouth will result in the invalidation 
of the fast. The same ruling applies to sweat. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l, pp. 203) 
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14. During defecation (i.e. relieving oneself), if the anal orifice appears out, one must 
dry it properly with a piece of cloth etc. before standing up so that there remains no 
wetness. If he stands up with drops of water on the anus, causing the water to be 
absorbed into the body, the fast will become invalid. This is the reason why the 
respected Islamic jurists dji have advised the fasting persons to avoid 
breathing whilst washing the anus [after defecation], (Fatawa ‘Alamgiri, vol. 1, pp. 204) 

Vomiting whilst fasting 

Some people become worried in case of vomiting in the state of fast. Some are under the 
impression that vomiting even involuntarily also breaks the fast. This isn’t correct. 
Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^ has narrated that the Noble Prophet j* 

has said, ‘The fast of a person who vomits involuntarily in Ramadan will not break but if 
a person vomits deliberately it will break.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 230, Hadis 23814) 

He has also said, ‘The one who vomits involuntarily does not have to 

do Qada (repetition) for his fast but the one who vomits deliberately must do Qada.’ 

(Jami’ Tirmizl, vol. 2, pp. 173, Hadis 720) 


Seven rulings regarding vomiting 

1. In the state of fast, vomiting involuntarily will not invalidate the fast, no matter how 
much it is (even if a whole bucket fills with vomit). (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 392) 

2. Deliberate mouthful vomiting will invalidate the fast provided one was aware that 
he was fasting. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 392) 

3. Even deliberate mouthful vomiting will invalidate the fast only when the vomit 
contains food or water or bile or blood, (ibid) 

4. Vomiting only phlegm will not invalidate the fast, (ibid, pp. 394) 

5. Vomiting only a bit (not a mouthful) deliberately will not invalidate the fast. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 393) 
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6. In case of vomiting less than a mouthful and then swallowing it whilst it is still in 
the mouth (regardless of whether it is swallowed deliberately or unintentionally) the 
fast will not become invalid, (ibid) 

7. Though involuntary mouthful vomiting will not invalidate the fast if one swallows 
even a chick-pea amount of it, the fast will become invalid. However, if the swallowed 
amount is less than the size of a chick-pea, the fast will not become invalid. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 392) 


Definition of mouthful vomit 

The vomit that cannot be prevented without bother is ‘mouthful vomit.’ 

(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 204) 


Five rulings regarding vomiting in state of Wudu 

1. In the state of Wudu, mouthful vomiting that contains food, water or bile will invalidate 
the Wudu (regardless of whether it is deliberate or involuntary). (Bahar-e-Shan’at, 

pp. 26, part 2) 

2. Mouthful vomiting of phlegm will not invalidate the Wudu. (ibid) 

3. Vomiting of flowing blood will invalidate the Wudu. 

4. Vomiting of flowing blood will invalidate the Wudu only when the blood dominates 
the saliva. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 1, pp. 267) In other words, if the blood turns the saliva 
red then it is dominant and therefore Wudu will be invalid but if there is more 
saliva than blood then Wudu will not be invalid. The sign of the blood being in less 
amount is that the vomit (of saliva) will be yellow in colour. 

5. If the vomit contains congealed blood that is less than a mouthful, Wudu will not be 
invalid. (Derived from Bahar-e-Shari’at, pp. 26, part 2) 


Important advice 

Mouthful vomit (excluding phlegm) is impure. Ensure that not even a single drop of it 
stains your clothes or body. Today people are not aware of it and do not care about 
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drops of vomit, staining their clothes. They even wipe the impure vomit from their 
mouths etc. with their own clothes. May Allah Js-sS^ enable us to protect ourselves from 
impurities! 

J ate; <jUT 

j£te- (Jp (JUo ihl <Jp 


Eating or drinking forgetfully will not invalidate fast 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah &z.jksd>\&c- has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 
of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind has said, ‘The fasting 

person who eats or drinks forgetfully has to complete his fast because Allah J«5*- has fed 
him.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 636, Hadis 1933) 


Twenty one points about acts that do not invalidate fast 

1. Eating, drinking or having intercourse forgetfully will not invalidate the fast whether 
it is a Fard fast or a Nafl one. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 365) 

2. If someone sees a fasting person do any of such acts, it is Wajib for him to remind 
the fasting person of his fast. If he did not remind, he will be sinner. 

However, if the person is too weak and is unlikely to complete his fast properly in 
case of not eating the food because of being reminded and, on the other hand, if he 
eats food, he will not only be able to complete his fast properly but also carry out 
other worship (and as he is eating forgetfully, his fast will be valid) then it is better 
not to remind him. 

Some respected scholars JfcS d» *42*? have said, ‘If the fasting person is young one 
should remind him but if he’s old then there’s no harm in not reminding him’, but 
this rule is based on the fact that the young are generally strong (and healthy) and 
the old are generally weak. In fact, this ruling has nothing to do with old-age and 
young-age, instead, it applies on the basis of strength and weakness. In other words, 
if a young man is too weak to complete his fast, it is better not to remind him, and if 
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an old man is strong enough to complete his fast properly, it is Wajib to remind 
him. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 365) 

3. If a fly or dust or smoke goes down the throat, the fast will not become invalid even 
if one was aware that he was fasting. Whether it is the flour blowing up whilst being 
grinded in the grindstone or sieved or it is the dust of grain or dust that is blown by 
the wind or the hoofs of animals, the fast will not become invalid if the dust goes down 
the throat in the aforementioned cases. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 366) 

4. Similarly, if the car or bus smoke or the blowing dust reaches the throat, it will not 
invalidate the fast even if one was aware that he was fasting. 

5. If the smoke of a burning incense stick enters the nose, fast will not be invalid. 
However, if one takes his nose closer to a burning incense or frankincense and 
(deliberately) inhales the smoke despite being aware that he was fasting, his fast will 
become invalid. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 366) 

6. Treating the heat of the body by placing a pierced horn over the area of pain, 
massaging oil or applying kohl (into eyes) will not invalidate the fast; even if one feels 
the taste of oil or kohl in throat or even if the colour of the ‘kohl’ appears in saliva. 

(Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, pp. 179) 

7. Fast will not be invalid in case of feeling the coolness of the water inside the body 
after taking bath. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 230) 

8. If one rinses the mouth with water and spits the water out completely, just a little 
wetness has remained inside the mouth; swallowing this wetness with saliva will not 
invalidate the fast. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 367) 

9. The fast will not be invalid even if the taste of the medicine being crushed is felt in 
the throat, (ibid) 

10. The fast will not be invalid if water enters the ear or even if one pours it deliberately. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 367) 

11. Inserting a splinter into the ear to itch it does not invalidate the fast. Even if the 
splinter comes into contact with ear-dirt and this act is repeatedly done, the fast will 
not become invalid, (ibid) 
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12. If a tiny particle was in the mouth or was stuck between the teeth and it goes down 
the throat with saliva, the fast will not become invalid, (ibid) 

13. If the gums bleed and the blood reaches the throat but does not go down the throat, 
fast will not be invalid in this case. (Fath-ul-Qadir, vol. 2, pp. 258) 

14. Swallowing a fly unintentionally will not invalidate the fast but swallowing it 
deliberately will invalidate the fast. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 203) 

15. If somebody eats food or drinks water forgetfully, but he spits out the food or water 
from mouth as soon as he recalls the fast, then his fast will not become invalid, but if 
he swallows the morsel of food or water that was in his mouth despite recalling the 
fast, the fast will become invalid, (ibid) 

16. If a person who was eating before dawn spits out everything in his mouth as soon as 
the time for Saharl ends, his fast will not be invalid but if he swallows the food etc. 
that was in his mouth, his fast will be invalid. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 203) 

17. Backbiting does not invalidate the fast. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 362) However, 
backbiting is a major sin. The Holy Quran refers to backbiting as ‘eating one’s dead 
brother’s flesh’ and a Hadis states that ‘backbiting is worse than even fornication.’ 
(Attarghib WattarhTb, vol. 3, pp. 331, Hadis 24) Backbiting removes the blessings of the fast. 
(Bahar-e-Shari’at, part 5, pp. 611) 

18. Being in the state of major impurity (when taking ritual bath is obligatory) or 
even spending the whole day in this impure state will not invalidate the fast. 
(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 372) However, remaining in this state deliberately and missing 
Salah is a sin and Haram. A Hadis states that the angels of mercy do not enter the 
house in which there is a ‘Junub’ (the one who is in the state of major impurity). 
(Bahar-e-Sharl’at, part 5, pp. 116) 

19. If one chews a sesame seed or a tiny particle equal to a sesame seed in size which 
then goes down the throat with saliva, his fast will not be invalid, however, the fast 
will be invalid if its taste is felt in the throat. (Fath-ul-Qadir, vol. 2, pp. 259) 

20. Swallowing saliva or phlegm of the mouth will not invalidate the fast. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 373) 

21. Swallowing the dried mucus of the nose by inhaling will not invalidate the fast, (ibid) 
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Makruh acts in fasting 

Let’s have a look at the Makruh acts of fast. Though the fast does not become invalid in 
case of committing these unpleasant acts, they affect the spirituality of the fast. Here are 
three blessed Ahadis in this regard. 

1. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah au. qw aLi qa? has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet jbSiii J* has said, ‘If someone doesn’t avoid indecent speech and 

acts, Allah doesn’t need such a person as he has just left eating and drinking.’ 

(Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 628, Hadis 1903) 

2. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah fcSiiio*? has reported that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah JUs-jib ssfejtai&ijs- has said, ‘The fast is like a shield unless it is 
torn.’ He JUs^jbdskJtsSi&i j* was asked as to how the shield is torn, he JUs-jbssfeJtssdsi j* 
replied ‘By lying or backbiting.’ (AttarghTb Wattarhlb, vol. 2, pp. 94, Hadis 3) 

3. Sayyiduna ‘Amir Bin Rabl’ah to*? has said, ‘I have repeatedly seen the Holy 

Prophet fejisSsiii j* use a Miswak in the state of fast.’ (JamV Tirmiii, vol. 2, pp. 176, 

Hadis 725) 

Twelve points about Makruh acts in fasts 

1. Lying, telling tales, backbiting, unlawful use of eyes, abusing, hurting someone 
without the permission of Shari’all, shaving beard etc. all are already prohibited and 
Haram acts and committing them in the state of fast is even more severely Haram. 
These sins remove the spirituality of the fast. 

2. It is Makruh for a fasting person to unnecessarily taste or chew any thing. 

Tasting food to make sure that salt has been mixed into food in required quantity is 
a valid exemption for a wife whose ill tempered husband gets annoyed if the food is 
not to his liking. There is no harm for her in tasting food in this case. Chewing food 
to make it soft (and edible) for her child is a valid exemption for a mother whose child 
cannot eat bread and she doesn’t have any other soft food to feed the child. She can 
chew food in this case provided there’s no such woman who is experiencing her 
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menses or post natal bleeding 1 or anyone else who can chew the food for the child. 
Therefore, chewing food to make it soft for a child is not Makruh for her. 
(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 395) However, one must be extremely careful when tasting or 
chewing food (even for valid reasons) because if one swallows even a small amount, 
the fast will become invalid. 

What is meant by ‘tasting?’ 

Tasting does not imply what people today regard as ‘tasting’ i.e. ‘eating a bit to know the 
flavour of the food.’ This isn’t ‘tasting’ instead, it’s ‘eating’ that will invalidate fast, and if 
the conditions of expiation are met one will have to give the expiation for it either. 
Tasting simply means placing a little amount of food onto the tongue to taste its flavour 
and then spitting it out. It must not be swallowed even in the least amount. 

3. There is no harm in tasting the food etc. that one intends to buy in order to avoid 
the loss of money. However, if there is no such risk, it is Makruh. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 395) 

4. Kissing the wife, hugging her or touching her body is not Makruh. However, if one 
fears that it will lead to ejaculation or intercourse (then it is Makruh). Sucking her 
lips or tongue during fast is absolutely Makruh. Making sex organs touch each other 
is also Makruh during fast 2 . (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 396) 

5. Smelling a rose, musk etc., applying oil into beard or moustache, and applying kohl 
into eyes are not Makruh for a fasting person. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 397) 

6. There is no harm in smelling or applying any type of ‘Itr (perfume) onto clothes in 
the State of fast. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 397) 

7. Using a Miswak in the state of fast is not Makruh. As it is a Sunnah in other days, it 
is a Sunnah in fast as well whether it is dry or wet, and whether it is used before the 
Shar’I midday or after that, it isn’t Makruh any time. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 399) 

1 In the state of menses or post-natal bleeding, it is impermissible and sin for women to fast, offer Salah and 
recite the Holy Quran. After attaining purity they do not need to make Qada for their Salah but they will have 
to make Qada for their fasts. 

2 In order to acquire the knowledge of intentions etc., the married men and women should go through point 
numbers 41,42 given on the page 385 and 386 of Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23. 
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8. Most people are under the impression that it is Makruh for a fasting person to use a 
Miswak after noon. This is contrary to our Hanafi school of thought, (ibid) 

9. A fasting person should not use such a Miswak whose strands break off (into 
mouth) or whose taste is felt in the mouth. (Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 10, pp. 511) 
If a strand of Miswak or its fragment goes down the throat the fast will become 
invalid (provided one was aware that he was fasting). 

10. It is not Makruh to rinse the mouth or sniff water into the nose or have a bath (apart 
from performing Wudu or obligatory Ghusl) or moisten the body with a wet cloth 
in order to cool oneself down. However, it is Makruh to wrap a wet cloth around 
the body showing worry because showing disinterest in worshipping is not good. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 399) 

11. Some fasting Islamic brothers spit repeatedly. They are perhaps under the impression 
that one shouldn’t swallow even his own saliva in fast, whereas it is not correct. 
However, (deliberately) accumulating saliva in the mouth and then swallowing it is 
Makruh (it is very unpleasant to do this even when one is not fasting). (Bahar-e-Shan’at, 
pp. 129, part 5) 

12. In the month of Ramadan, it is not permissible to do such a laborious and hard work 
that causes such intense weakness that makes it probable to break the fast. Therefore, 
a chapatti (bread) maker should bake chapattis till the afternoon and then take rest 
for the rest of the day. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 400) The same applies to labourers, 
builders, masons and the people doing other laborious work. If such people fear that 
work will cause intense weakness, they should reduce the amount of work so that 
they can complete their fast (properly). 

Piece of paper fell from sky 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to develop enthusiasm to learn the legal rulings of 

Sharl’ah, please travel with devotees of Rasul of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c non-political 

religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah. Please travel at least once, &] 

you will experience such religious benefits that you will be surprised. 



Rules of Fasting 


639 


The blessing of a MadanI Qafilah is now presented for your persuasion. Therefore, an 
Islamic brother of Qasba colony (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi) has stated: We had many 
daughters in our family; my uncle had seven daughters while my elder brother had nine 
daughters and when I got married my wife also gave birth to a baby girl. Like many 
other people, my family also got worried and suspected as to whether somebody had cast 
a magic spell preventing the birth of baby boys. I vowed to travel for 30 days in a MadanI 
Qafilah, if a baby boy is born. 

After a few days, my wife had a dream in which she saw a piece of paper that fell from 
the sky, the name Bilal was written on the piece of paper. Jz-AmhoaudKl Allah J blessed 
us with a baby boy due to the blessings of the 30 day MadanI Qafilah. We were blessed 
with two more baby boys later on. 

By the grace of Allah J«5d The blessings of the 30 day MadanI Qafilah did not remain 
confined to me, but every one in our family who did not have a son was blessed with 
baby boys. Ai At present, I am serving Dawat-e-Islami as the responsible of 
MadanI Qafilahs in my area. 


A kay turn ba-adab, daykh lo fadal-e-Rab 
Madam munnay milayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 


Come reverentially and see Divine mercy 
You’ll have boy baby, travel with MadanI Qafilah 




Desire not being fulfilled is also reward 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how wishes and hopes are fulfilled, grief turns into 
happiness and difficulty into ease due to the blessings of MadanI Qafilahs. However, it is 
not necessary that each and every desire will be fulfilled. Sometimes man desires things 
that aren’t beneficial to him and thus his wishes are not satisfied. In such cases, not 
being granted what one desires is actually a blessing. For instance, a man might ask for a 
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son but the birth of a daughter might actually be better for him. Our Allah Jwfc says in 
the 216 th verse of Surah Al-Baqarah (part 2): 



It may happen that anything may be liked by you and that may not be in your favour. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 216) 

Excellence of daughter 

Remember! The birth of a daughter is a great blessing. Here are 3 Sayings of the Holy 
Prophet JUs«dbs^Jfa3di!j* in this regard: 

1. The man who brings up three daughters will enter Heaven and will be rewarded the 
same as a warrior who fights (in the way of Allah JmS*-) in the state of fast and offers 

Sal ah. (Attarghlb Wattarhlb, vol. 3, pp. 46, Hadis 26) 

2. Whoever has three daughters or three sisters and treats them well will enter Heaven. 

(Jami' TirmizT, vol. 3, pp. 366, Hadis 1919) 

3. If someone brings up three daughters or sisters by teaching them manners and treating 

them well until they become independent (by either reaching puberty or getting 
married or getting wealth) Allah will make him enter paradise. (Ashi’at-ul-Lam’at, 
vol. 4, pp. 132) When the honourable companions heard this saying they 

enquired, ‘If he brings up two girls?’ He JA ^ qua iAi d* replied, ‘He will gain the 
same reward.’ And if people had asked about (bringing up) one (girl) he AiJ* 

would have replied the same. (Sharh-us-Sunnah, vol. 6, pp. 452, Hadis 3351) 

Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah ^ has said, ‘A woman 

came to me along with her two daughters and began to beg 1 . I had nothing but a date 
which I gave to her. She split the date between her two daughters and left without eating 
any of it herself. Later, when Beloved Rasul JUs-db s«k Jts ito j* came I told him of this 
incident. He j* said: [If] the one made responsible for these girls, treats them 

well, they will become a shield for him against fire (Hell).’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 414, Hadis 2629) 

1 Begging is permissible in some cases; the lady las.JisSdiio#'? must have been in such a helpless state that it was 
permissible for her to beg. (Mirdt-ul-Manajlh, vol. 6, pp. 545) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Why will mercy not be showered upon the Madam environment 
and Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’at of Dawat-e-Islami as many Auliya JUSaEi might be 
present amongst all these devotees of Rasul. 

A’la Hadrat has said: There are blessings in congregations. The supplications 

made in congregations of Muslims are more likely to be fulfilled. Scholars have said 
wherever 40 pious Muslims gather there will definitely be a Wall of Allah amongst 

them. (Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 24, pp. 184 - Taysir Shark Jami'-us-Saghir, vol. 1, pp. 312, 
Hadis 714) 

Even if your prayer appears to be unanswered you must avoid uttering words of complaint. 
Allah J knows what is better for us. We must be grateful to Allah at all times, if 
He JisS^ gives you a boy thank him, if He gives you a girl thank him, if He 
gives you both thank him, and if He Js-sS*- doesn’t give you either still thank him in all 
states and circumstances. Allah says in verses 49 and 50 of Surah Ash-Shura: 

© fern# 

For Allah JmS*- is the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth, He 5*- creates whatever He J«5£ 
likes. He bestows daughters on whoever He J«5£- likes and He J«3t bestows sons on 
whoever He Js-sSz likes. Or He Js-sSz- couples both, the sons and the daughters, and He J«5£ 
makes whoever He Js-sS^ likes barren. Undoubtedly, He is all-knowing, the omnipotent. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 25, Surah Ash-Shura, verses 49, 50) 

‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddln Muradabadi Aji isj# has 

stated, ‘He is the Creator and Owner of every thing, He distributes His 

bounties as He wants. This was also the case with the honourable Prophets 
Sayyiduna Lut and Sayyiduna Shu’ayb had only daughters, no sons, while 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim -isj «ix had only sons, no daughters and the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUs-dbsskJtsSshi had four sons and four daughters. Sayyiduna Yahya v3Lsjis«u. and 
Sayyiduna ‘Isa v3Lsji<«u. did not have any children.’ (Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 777) 
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Valid exemptions for not observing fast 

Dear Islamic brothers! Although there are certain conditions and compulsions in which 
a person is allowed to miss his/her fast, the missed fasts are not forgiven due to compulsions. 
It is Fard to make up for them (do Qada) after being relieved of the compulsion. Even so, 
there will be no sin in case of missing the fast due to any valid (Shar’I) compulsion, as 
clearly stated in ‘Bahar-e-Shariaf with the reference of ‘Durr-e-Mukhtar.’ 

The valid Shar’I compulsions of missing a fast include travelling, pregnancy, breast 
feeding, sickness, old age, fear of being killed and Ikrah (i.e. threat of being killed or 
beaten severely or any body part being cut. If somebody forces the fasting person to 
break his fast, and if the fasting person knows for sure that threatener would do what he 
threatens, so he can break his fast in this situation) loss of wisdom and Jihad. If somebody 
does not fast on account of the aforementioned reasons, he will not be regarded a sinner. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar - Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 402) 


Definition of travelling 

It is also permissible to miss a fast whilst one is travelling. Keep the distance of journey 
in mind. According to the research of Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat A’la Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Ahmad Raza Khan ‘By Shari’ah, the distance of a journey is 57Vi miles (almost 

92km). Therefore, whoever leaves the vicinity of his city or village with the intention of 
travelling for the above mentioned distance will be regarded a traveller. By Shari’ab, he 
can miss fast and make up for it later and he has to offer Sal ah (with ‘Qasr’). A traveller 
can fast, but he will have to reduce his four Rak’at Sal ah to two Rak’at (it is Wajib for 
him to do so), not doing this is a sin. If someone is unaware of this ruling and offers four 
Rak’at, it is Wajib for him to offer two Rak’at with the intention of Qasr. (Derived from 
Fatdwd Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 8, pp. 270) 

Therefore, all such four Rak’at-Salah offered without Qasr (reduction) during the journey 
due to ignorance will have to be repeated with two Rak’at with the intention of ‘Qasr’ 
(calculate all such Salah and offer them). However, a traveller will have to offer four 
Rak’at if he offers his Salah following a resident (non traveller) Imam. There is no need 
to repeat Sunan and Witr. The ruling of ‘Qasr’ only applies to the Fard Rak’at of Zuhr, 
‘Asr and ‘Isha: two Rak’at will be offered instead of four. The Sunan and Witr Salah will 
be offered as usual without any reduction. 
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After reaching the destination, if there is the intention to stay over there for a period of 
less than 15 days he will remain a traveller and the ruling that applies to a traveller will 
apply to him. However, if he intends to stay there for 15 days or more than 15 days the 
ruling of a traveller will no longer apply to him and he will be regarded a resident 
(‘Muqirn’) therefore he will have to fast and offer Salah completely. 

To learn the detailed rulings regarding ‘travelling’ please refer to Bahar-e-Shanat, 
part 4: Chapter of a Traveller. 

Slight illness is not a valid exemption 

If someone is severely ill and there is a high probability that his illness will prolong or 
recovery will be delayed as a result of fasting, he is allowed to miss his fast in this case 
(further details to follow). 

Unfortunately, it is observed these days that people miss fasts or, Allah J«Ss- forbid, even 
break fasts having started them due to minor cold, fever and headaches. One should 
never do so. If someone misses a single fast without a valid exemption he will not be able 
to regain its blessings even if he spends the rest of his life fasting. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Three blessed Ahadls are presented before we look at the detailed 
rulings about the exemptions for missing fasts. 

One has a choice to fast or not in journey 

1. Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tpe. jts «ii ^ has said that 

Sayyiduna Hamzah Bin ‘Amr Aslami m Jta dLii && used to fast in abundance. He 
ae.jtdiiiics*? asked the Beloved and Blessed Prophet ‘Shall I fast during 

journey?’ He JUs-jW isjusaii j* replied, ‘You have the choice whether to fast or not.’ 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 640, Hadis 1943) 

2. Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Khudri as-Jiaati &<>■ has said, ‘We set out for Jihad with the Holy 

Prophet j* on the 16 th of Ramadan; some of us fasted whereas some 

didn’t. Those who fasted didn’t object to those who didn’t fast and vice versa.’ 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 564, Hadis 1116) 
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3. Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik Ka’bi has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet Jtaaiii J* has said, ‘Allah has reduced the Salah of a traveller by 

half (the 4 Rak’at Salah will be offered as 2 Rak’at) and exempted travellers and 
breast feeding and pregnant women from fasting (they are allowed to miss their 
fasts and make up for them later).’ (land’ Tirmiti, vol. 2, pp. 170, Hadis 715) 

33 Points about exemptions for not having fast 

[Remember that one will have to keep Qada fast for every missed fast after relief from 

the compulsion], 

1. A traveller has the choice whether to fast or not. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 403) 

2. If a traveller and his companion do not suffer any harm in case of fasting, it is 
preferable to fast during the journey, but if either of them or both will be suffering 
harm then it is better not to fast. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 405) 

3. If a traveller becomes a resident (as per the Shar’I definition of resident) before 
Dahwa Kubra 1 (Shar’I midday) and he hasn’t yet eaten or drunk anything, it is Wajib 
for him to make the intention of fast. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyamh, vol. 1, pp. 186) Let’s say, 
for instance, that someone lives in the famous Pakistani city Hyderabad, he leaves 
Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi to head for Hyderabad and arrives there at 10 a.m. If he 
has not eaten anything since dawn during the journey, it is Wajib for him to make 
the intention of fast. 

4. If somebody sets out a journey at daytime, he cannot break that day’s fast because of 
that journey. However, if he broke the fast during the journey he would not be 
required to pay expiation for it but doing so is a sin. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 416) It is 
Fard to make up for this fast. 

5. If somebody breaks fast before he sets out his journey and then he begins his 
journey, expiation will be mandatory for him (provided that the conditions for 
expiation are met), (ibid) 


The definition of Dahwa Kubra (Shar’i Midday) has already been mentioned in the section of intention of fast. 
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6. If somebody begins journey during the daytime (and did not break fast during the 
journey) but then returned home to take something which he had left at home 
forgetfully and broke fast, expiation will be Wajib (provided that the conditions 
of expiation are met). If he had broken it during the journey, only making up for 
it by fasting another day would have been Fard as stated in point number 4. 
(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 207) 

7. If somebody is forced to break fast he can do so, but he will be rewarded if he takes 
patience. (The definition of ‘Ikrah (being forced)’ has already been explained on 
page 642). (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 402) 

8. If the life of a fasting person is in danger as a result of being stung by a snake, he 
should break the fast. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 402) 

9. If anyone breaks his fast due to any of the aforementioned reasons, it is Fard for him 
to make up for it by fasting another day. Maintaining the order in these missed fasts 
is not Fard. Therefore, if he kept Nafl fasts before keeping his Qada fasts, the Nafl 
fasts will still be valid. 

However, once he is relieved of the compulsion for missing fasts, the ruling is that 
he must keep his Qada fasts before the arrival of the next Ramadan. A Hadis states, 
‘If any one has to keep previous Ramadan’s fasts as Qada, but he doesn’t do, his fasts 
of the current Ramadan will not be accepted.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 3, pp. 415) 

If the next Ramadan arrives and one hasn’t yet kept the Qada fasts for the previous 
Ramadan, he has to keep fast for the present Ramadan first instead of keeping the 
Qada fast for the previous Ramadan. He has to keep Qada fasts later on. If the one 
who is neither ill nor traveller, fasts in Ramadan with the intention of making up for 
the missed fasts of the previous Ramadan, these fasts will not be considered Qada, 
these are the fasts of the present Ramadan. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 405) 

10. If a pregnant or breast feeding woman has credible fear of losing her life or the life 
of the baby (if she fasts) she is allowed to miss the fast that day, whether she is the 
baby’s mother or the wet nurse, and even if she is being paid to suckle the baby in 
Ramadan (there is the same ruling for her). (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 403) 
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11. Don’t fast in the state of such extreme hunger or thirst that brings about the credible 
risk of death or loss of intellect. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 402) 

12. If it is highly likely that the illness of a patient will intensify due to fast or the process 
of recovery will be delayed or if a healthy person is almost sure that he will fall ill, 
then he is allowed to miss his fast that day (and make up for it later). (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 403) 

13. As to the aforewritten cases ‘high likelihood’ is a condition. Just suspicions are not 
sufficient. There are three ways to determine a ‘high likelihood’: (1) Visible symptoms 
(2) Personal experience (3) Advice of a pious Muslim doctor who is qualified 
(experienced and expert in his particular field). 

If a person broke his fast without any symptom, any previous personal experience 
or without the advice of a pious Muslim doctor or if he did so just on the advice of a 
non-Muslim or an impious doctor (for example, a clean-shaven doctor), it will be 
mandatory for him not only to make Qada for this fast but also pay expiation for it 
provided that the conditions are met. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 404) 

14. Offering Salah and fasting during menses or post natal bleeding are Haram and will 
not be valid. Moreover, reciting or touching verses of the Holy Quran or their 
translations in this state is also Haram. (Bahar-e-Sharfat, part 2, pp. 88-89) 

15. A woman in her menses or post natal bleeding has the choice whether to eat in 
secret or openly. It is not necessary for her to give the impression as if she is fasting. 

(Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, pp. 186) 

16. However it is better for her to eat secretly, especially for the one experiencing menses. 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 5, pp. 135) 

17. If there is a very old man who is growing weaker and weaker day by day and is quite 
unable to fast and there seems no chance of him being capable enough to fast in the 
future either, he is allowed not to keep his fasts. He has to give a Sadaqah-e-Fitr 
(about 1.920 Kilograms of wheat or its flour or money equivalent to its value) as 
Fidyah for each missed fast to a Miskin 1 . (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 410) 


1 A Miskin is the one who does not possess anything and who has to beg others for food or clothes for covering 
the body. Begging is Halal (allowed) for him. 




Rules of Fasting 


647 


18. If such an old man cannot fast in summer but can in winter so he can miss his fasts 
in summer but it will be Fard for him to make up for them in winter. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 472) 

19. If he pays his Fidyah (expiation) but later on regains his strength to fast, his given 
Fidyah will turn into a Nafl Sadaqah and he will have to make up for those missed 
fasts. (Fatawa ‘Alamgin, vol. 1, pp. 207) 

20. He can pay the Fidyah for the whole month in one payment at the beginning or the 
end of Ramadan. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 207) 

21. Paying each Fidyah to a different person is not necessary. He can give the Fidyah of 
several Fasts to the same person. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 410) 

22. If somebody starts a Nafl fast deliberately, it will become Wajib for him to complete 
it. If he breaks it he will have to make up for it (it will be Wajib to do so). (Rad-dul- 
Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 411) 

23. If somebody fasted assuming that he has to keep a missed fast as Qada, but having 
started the fast, he realised that he does not have to, he can break this fast instantly 
in this case but if he didn’t break it instantly, he can no longer break it and if he 
broke, it would become Wajib for him to make up for it. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 411) 

24. If a Nafl fast becomes invalid unintentionally, for instance, if a woman’s menses begin 
whilst she is in the state of fast, making up for it will still be Wajib. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 412) 

25. If somebody fasts on Eid-ul-Fitr or any of the four days of Eid-ul-Adha, 10 th 11 th 12 th 
and 13 th of Zul-Hijja-til-Haram, it is not Wajib for him to complete the fast because 
fasting on these days is Haram. Further, in case of breaking such a fast, its Qada is 
not Wajib either. Instead, it will be Wajib for him to break it. If he vowed to fast on 
any of these days it would be Wajib for him to fulfil his vow but not on these days 
(on Other days). (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 412) 

26. It is not permissible to break a Nafl fast without a valid exemption. If a guest feels 
resentment due to the host not eating with him or if a host feels resentment due to 
the guest not eating, it is a valid exemption for breaking a Nafl fast to eat with the 
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other, provided that he is certain to make its Qada another day, and that he breaks it 
before Dahwa Kubra, not after it. (J^v- «Jbi This shows how profusely Shari’ah 
values the honour of a Muslim). (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l,pp. 208) 

27. A guest can only break his fast before Dahwa Kubra if the host is not pleased with 
his mere presence and will resent if the guest doesn’t eat, provided he (the guest) is 
sure to make up for the fast later. However, if the host is pleased with the mere 
presence of the guest and will not mind if he doesn’t eat then he (the guest) will not 
be allowed to break his fast. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 208) 

28. It is permissible to break a Nafl fast even after Dahwa Kubra in case of parents’ 
displeasure. One can break this fast any time before ‘Asr but not after ‘Asr. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 414) 

29. A woman should not have a Nafl, vow or sworn fast without her husband’s 
permission. If she does, her husband can make her break it, and if she breaks the 
fast it will become Wajib for her to make up for it, but she needs her husband’s 
permission even for keeping this Qada fast. However, she can fast of her own accord, 
if her husband has died or given her a ‘Bain’ divorce (a divorce in which Nikah 
becomes invalid and the husband cannot revert). 

If the woman’s fasting does not cause her husband any problem she can keep a 
Qada fast even without his permission. For instance, if he is on a journey or ill or in 
a state of Ihram (pilgrimage) she can keep Qada fasts even if he asks her not to. 
However, she cannot keep a Nafl fast without her husband’s permission even in 
these cases. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 415) 

30. She does not need her husband’s permission to keep Ramadan fasts or fasts for 
Qada of Ramadan. She must fast even if he prevents her from fasting. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 415) 

31. If one is an employee or does a job on wages he cannot have a Nafl fast without his 
employer’s permission because fasting will cause sluggishness at work. However, if 
he is strong enough to work normally and completely without sluggishness despite 
fasting, he does not need permission to keep a Nafl fast in this case. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 416) 
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32. For Nafl fasts, a daughter does not need her father’s, a mother does not need her son’s, 
and a sister does not need her brother’s permission. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 416) 

33. If parents prevent their son from having a Nafl fast for fear of illness, he must obey 
his parents. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 416) 

Here are twelve points about the acts that make only Qada necessary. Doing Qada means 

observing one fast after Ramadan for each missed fast. 

Twelve points about Qada 

1. If somebody ate, drank or engaged in intercourse assuming that some part of night 
was still left but he came to know later on that it was the time of dawn (Subh-e- 
Sadiq), so his fast would be invalid. It is necessary to keep this fast as Qada later on. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 380) 

2. If somebody is forced to the extent of Ikrah-e-Shar’I to eat, as it is a valid exemption 
for eating, only making up for that fast will be mandatory for him, even if he eats 
with his own hands. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 402) 

The summary of this ruling is that if somebody forces the fasting person to break 
his fast by threatening him to kill, cut any body part or beat severely, and the fasting 
person knows that the threatening person would do what he threatens, so Ikrah-e- 
Shar’I is there, the fasting person can break his fast in this situation, but it is mandatory 
to make up for it later. 

3. If somebody ate, drank or engaged in intercourse in the state of forgetfulness, or 
ejaculated due to a lustful look, or experienced a nocturnal emission, or vomited and 
thus assumed that his fast had broken and so he ate something deliberately, only 
making up for this fast would be necessary for him. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 375) 

4. Inhaling medicine through the nose in the state of fast will invalidate the fast and it 
would be mandatory to make up for it. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 376) 

5. Eating a stone, grit, soil, wool, grass, paper or anything else that people feel disgusted 
by, will invalidate the fast but one will only have to make up for it (expiation is not 
Wajib). (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 377) 
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6. If rain-water or flake of snow goes down the throat, the fast will become invalid and 
it would be mandatory to make up for it. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 378) 

7. Likewise, swallowing a large amount of sweat or tears will invalidate the fast. One 
will have to make up for it. (ibid) 

8 . If somebody continued to eat assuming that some part of night was still left but 
came to know later on that the time of Saharl had ended while he was eating, his fast 
would be invalid and he will have to make up for it. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 380) 

9. If somebody breaks the fast assuming that the sun had set, but came to know later 
that it hadn’t set, his fast will become invalid and he will have to make up for it. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 380) 

10. If someone mistakenly does Iftar before the sunset as a result of premature utterance 
of Maghrib Azan or siren-wailing, and comes to know later on that siren or Azan 
started earlier than the sunset, even if it is not his fault his fast will still become 
invalid and he will have to make up for it. (Derived from Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 383) 

11. Unfortunately, people have been heedless about the matters of Shari’ah these days. 
Every Muslim should be careful about his fasts himself. Rather than relying on sirens 
or radio and TV announcements or even the Azan, every one should get the correct 
information of Saharl and Iftar timings. 

12. During Wudu, if water reached the brain or went down the throat while sniffing 
water into nose the fast would become invalid and its Qada would be mandatory 
provided one was aware that he was fasting. However, if one was unaware of the fast 
at that moment his fast will not become invalid. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 202) 


Rulings regarding expiation 

Dear Islamic brothers! In some cases, breaking a fast in Ramadan deliberately without a 
valid exemption will only make it Wajib to do Qada but in some cases, it will make it 
necessary to pay expiation, in addition to making up for the broken fast. 
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Method of paying expiation for fasting 

The expiation for breaking (invalidating) a fast is to free a male or female slave, if possible. 
If this isn’t possible, for example, he does not have a slave or slave girl nor can he afford 
to buy them or though he has enough money, slaves and slave girls are not available (like 
in present age) then he will have to keep 60 fasts consecutively. If this isn’t possible either, 
he will have to serve 60 Miskin 1 people with lunch and dinner (such that they are full). It 
is necessary to serve both the meals to the same 60 people. If one wants, he can give one 
Sadaqah-e-Fitr (i.e. about 1.920 Kilograms wheat or money equivalent to its value) to 
each of the 60 different Miskin people, but he can’t give 60 Sadaqah-e-Fitr to the same 
person at once. However, he can give the same Miskin a separate Sadaqah-e-Fitr each 
day for 60 days. 

In case of paying expiation in the form of fast, it is necessary to keep all the 60 fasts 
consecutively. If one misses even a single fast in between these 60 fasts, he will have to 
resume fasting from the very first fast. The previously observed fasts will not be counted, 
even if he had kept 59 fasts, and whether he missed (that one fast) due to illness or any 
other reason. However, if a woman experiences her menses whilst keeping fast for 
expiation her previously kept fasts will not lapse. In other words, she will not have to 
resume her fasting from the very first fast. After menses, she will keep the remaining 
fasts only to complete her sixty fasts. Her expiation will get paid. ( Derived from Rad-dul- 
Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 390) 

One who makes the intention of fasting during the night but then deliberately breaks his 
fast in the morning or any time during the day or even just a single moment before the 
time of Iftar, without a valid exemption, with something that human nature does not 
dislike (i.e. food, water, tea, fruits, biscuits, drinks, honey, sweets etc.) then he must keep 
one fast after Ramadan with the intention of making up for this fast. Further, he will also 
have to pay the expiation for it. 

Eleven points about expiation 

1. If a sane, adult and resident Muslim (who is not a traveller by Shari’ab) deliberately 
engages in intercourse or eats or drinks something for pleasure in the state of the 

1 The definition of Miskin is given on page 646 of the same book. 
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fast of Ramadan without a valid exemption his fast will become invalid. Both the 
expiation and the Qada are mandatory for him. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 388) 

2. In all such cases in which expiation becomes mandatory for breaking the fast, it is a 
condition that the intention for the fast of Ramadan is made at night. If the intention 
of the fast was made during the day, and the fast was then broken, expiation is not 
mandatory, only Qada is enough. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, pp. 180) 

3. If somebody vomited or ate something or engaged in intercourse forgetfully, and he 
was aware that his fast hasn’t become invalid because of these acts; even then, he ate 
something, expiation will not be mandatory for him. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 375) 

4. If somebody had a nocturnal emission and then ate something despite knowing that 
his fast hadn’t become invalid, expiation will be mandatory for him. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 375) 

5. If somebody spits his own saliva and then swallows it or swallows someone else’s 
saliva, expiation will not be mandatory for him. However, if he swallows the saliva 
of his lover with lust or that of a religious saint for blessings, expiation will be 
mandatory for him. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1 , pp. 203) If somebody eats such skin of a 
melon or water-melon that is dry or is such that people feel disgusted by eating it, 
there is no expiation in this case. If the skin is watery that people like to eat, 
expiation will be mandatory. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 202) 

6. If somebody eats uncooked rice, maize or lentils, expiation will not be mandatory. 
The same ruling applies to eating uncooked barley. However, if they are baked 
expiation will be mandatory. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 202) 

7. If there was a morsel of food in somebody’s mouth at Saharl and the time ended 
(with the morsel still in his mouth) or if somebody was eating forgetfully and he 
recalled his fast whilst the morsel of food in mouth, but he swallowed it despite 
being aware that he was fasting, expiation will be Wajib in both the cases. However, 
if he took the morsel out of his mouth and then ate it, only Qada of the fast will be 
Wajib, there will be no expiation. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1 , pp. 203) 

8. If somebody suffers from fever on specific days and, it was one of the days when he 
usually gets fever; he broke fast deliberately assuming that he would get fever, 
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expiation will lapse (i.e. expiation is not necessary, just making up for it is enough). 
Similarly, if a woman experiences menses on a fixed date and, it was the day when 
she normally experiences menses; assuming that she would experience menses she 
broke fast deliberately but her menses didn’t start, expiation will lapse (i.e. expiation 
will not be necessary, just making up for it is enough). (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 391) 

9. If somebody broke two fasts in two different months of Ramadan, he has to pay two 
expiations even if he had not yet paid expiation for the first fast. If he broke two 
fasts in the same month of Ramadan and he has not yet given expiation for the first 
fast, only one expiation will be enough for both the fasts. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, 
vol. 1, pp. 182) 

10. After the fast has broken, for expiation to become mandatory, it is also necessary 
that any such act that is in contradiction to fast or any involuntary act that permits a 
person to break fast, should not take place. 

For example, if a woman experiences her menses or post-natal bleeding on the same 
day or if someone falls so severely ill, having broken fast, that allows him to miss his 
fast, expiation will lapse. This does not include travelling as travelling is an intentional 
act. (Al-Jauhara-tun-Nayyarah, vol. 1, pp. 181) 

11. In all such cases in which expiation does not become mandatory despite breaking 
the fast, it is a precondition that the act of breaking the fast is done only once and 
without the intention of committing a sin, otherwise expiation will have to be paid. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 440) 


Save fasts from being ruined! 

Dear Islamic brothers! These days, most of the Muslims don’t have even basic Islamic 
knowledge. They make such mistakes that invalidate worships. Regretfully, all our efforts 
are focussed on learning worldly education and skills. Unfortunately, we neither have the 
time nor interest in learning the Sunan or rules about the Islamic commandments. Even 
worse, we feel disgusted if a sincere Islamic brother draws our attention towards our 
mistakes. These days, many wrong practices seem to have become part and parcel of our 
worship including Saharl and Iftar. May Allah Js-sS*- protect us! 
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People talk unreasonably about such issues and then try to defend themselves stubbornly. 
For instance some people say: ‘ The time of Sahari does not end unless so much light of 
morning spreads that ants appear .’ 

Similarly, some people wrongly believe that one can continue to eat till the Azan of Fajr 
ends and if the sound of many Azans is coming they continue to eat and drink until the 
last Azan finishes. How irrational and shocking it is! Just think! What will you do if you 
live at such a place where you can’t hear the sound of Azan? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Do not ruin your worships due to carelessness of a few minutes. 
The following verse of Surah Al-Baqarah has already been mentioned, here it is mentioned 
again, please read it and ponder: 

h - a ** *3) J 

And eat and drink until the white thread becomes distinct to you from the black thread at 
dawn; then complete the fasts till the coming of night. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 187) 

Obviously, the foregoing verse does not refer to ants or the Fajr Azan, instead it refers to 
Subh-e-Sadiq. So don’t wait for the Azan, use a reliable timetable to get to know the 
timings for Sahari and Iftar and act accordingly. 

Ya Allah JfcdM Make us honour Ramadan according to Shari’ah and Sunnah, make us 
fast, offer Tarawih, recite the Holy Quran and offer Natl Salah in abundance, and accept 
our worships and forgive us with Your grace and mercy. 
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aliiisU I have changed! 

How excellent the global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, 
Dawat-e-Islami and its Madani Qafilahs are! An Islamic brother who lives at Shalimar 
Town (Markaz-ul-Auliya, Lahore) gave the following account: 

I was an extremely wicked person and had indulged in many evils such as watching films 
and dramas daily, teasing girls, friendship with loafers and wandering with them till late 
night. Even my relatives did not like to meet me; they would resent when I went their 
home and would prevent their children from meeting me. 

Luckily, the dark night of my sins turned into a bright morning when a devotee of Rasul 
of Dawat-e-Islami met me very politely and tried to persuade me to travel with a Madani 
Qafilah. Impressed by his polite behaviour and his sincere invitation, I travelled with a 
Madani Qafilah during which the company of the devotees of Rasul caused a Madani 
transformation in my life. 

By the blessings of the company of Rasul’s devotees in the Madani Qafilah I 
received the gift of repentance as well as the enthusiasm to wear dress and turban according 
to the blessed Sunnah. The very same relatives that once used to avoid me now meet me 
affectionately. I was once the worst in my family but now I have become the dearest due 
to the blessings of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani Qafilahs, 

(Jp (JUo alll Jf' Ijivs 


Company of those not offering Salah 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the harm of sitting in bad company! Everyone despises 
the people who stay in bad company. There are great blessings of good and pious company 
because it prevents a person from committing sins and makes people like him. One 
should always adopt the company of those who augment keenness for worshipping and 
enthusiasm to practice blessed Sunnah. A good companion is the one whose sight makes 
you remember Allah whose speech encourages you to perform good deeds and 
whose company makes you stay away from the love for the world and develop love for 
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Allah J*s5s His Beloved Prophet Mdii j* and the afterlife. One should avoid the 

company of those missing Salah, adopting fashion and doing funny activities. 

In reply to a question about people who don’t offer their Salah, A’la Hadrat -jfejtsSsAiSa^ 
has stated: Politely make them realise (the sin they are committing), talk to them 
repeatedly about the severe punishments mentioned in the Holy Quran and the blessed 
Ahadls for missing Salah and Jama’at, and for not attending the Masjid. This will surely 
benefit the people who have faith in their hearts. Allah JU-iSt says in verse 55 of Surah 
Az-Zariyat, (part 27): 



And advise, for advice benefits the Muslims. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 27, Surah Ai-Zariyat, verse 55) 


Remind them of Allah’s speech and commandments because they will surely benefit the 
believers. If an individual doesn’t listen, then pressurise him with the help of some 
influential person and if this doesn’t work either, then instantly stop meeting him. 
Allah Js-sS^ says in verse 68 of Surah Al-An’am: 



And whenever the devil (Satan) makes you forget, then sit not you after recollection with the 
unjust people. 


[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 7, Surah Al-An’am, verse 68) 
(Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 6, pp. 191,192) 
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Blessings of Tarawih 


Excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 

Amlr-ul-Muminln Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam has said, ‘Du’a (supplication) 

remains suspended between the earth and the sky and does not climb (i.e. it is not 
accepted) until you recite Salat upon your Beloved Rasul JUs«4s*sU.ti usaiii J*.’ (Jami’ Tirmiti, 
vol. 2, pp. 28, Hadis 486) 




Excellence of Sunnah 

We are blessed with great bounties in Ramadan. Amongst these bounties is 
the Sunnah of the Tarawih Salah. Words cannot express the greatness of the Sunnah! 
The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
i J* has said, ‘The one who loved my Sunnah, loved me, and the one who 
loved me, will be with me in the Heaven.’ (Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 310, Hadis 2687) 

Finishing the Quran 61 times in Ramadan 

The Tarawih Salah is a Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah. Reciting the whole Quran in the Tarawih 
Salah is also Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah. Our Imam A’zam Sayyiduna Imam Abu Hanlfah 
used to recite the Holy Quran sixty one times in Ramadan, thirty during the 
day, thirty at night and one during the Tarawih Salah. For forty five years, he 
offered his Fajr Salah with the Wudu he would make for his ‘Isha Salah. 

(Bahar-e-Sharl’at, part 4, pp. 37) 
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According to a narration, Imam A’zam U&o- performed Hajj fifty five times in his 
life and recited the Holy Quran seven thousand times in the house in which he passed 
away. (‘Uqud-ul-Jamdn, pp. 221) 


Recitation of Quran and Auliya 

A’la Hadrat ? has stated, ‘For thirty years Sayyiduna Imam A’zam (Abu Hanlfah) 

\/&<? recited the whole Quran in one Rak’at every night.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), 
vol. 7, pp. 476) The respected scholars Jtssdji have said that some of Auliya Jfaadbi 
used to recite the whole Quran twice a day, some four times a day and some eight times 
a day. Imam ‘Abdul Wahhab Sha’ranl has stated in his ‘Mizan-ush-Shari’ah’ 

that Sayyidl ‘All Mursafi used to recite the whole Quran three hundred and 

sixty thousand times in one day. (Mizan-ush-Shan’at-ul-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 79) 

According to a narration mentioned in Asar , Amlr-ul-Muminln Sayyiduna ‘All aszjk3di\o?i? 
used to start reciting the Holy Quran when placing his left foot in the stirrup (of his horse) 
and finish reciting it before placing his right foot in the other stirrup. (Fatawa Razawiyyah 
(Jadid), vol. 7, pp. 477) 

The Holy Prophet jus*Ai has said that Sayyiduna Dawud -ios ^ s5^ 

would order his mount to be saddled and he would recite the whole of the Holy Zabur 
before its saddle was tied. (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 447, Hadis 3417) 

Dear Islamic brothers! A question may arise as to how it is possible for a person to recite 
the whole Quran and the whole Holy Zabur several times a day or within a few moments. 
The answer is quite simple and credible; it was a Prophetic miracle of Sayyiduna Dawud 
and saintly miracles of Islamic saints. Miracles are such actions which 
are impossible to occur in usual circumstances. 

Mispronouncing letters 

Regretfully, most of the people don’t pay ample attention to religious matters these days. 
The Holy Quran is not usually recited properly even a single time in the Tarawih Salah. 
The Holy Quran should be recited slowly, but these days, if an Imam recites it slowly 
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people refuse to offer Tarawih with him. These days, people prefer such a Hafiz who 
finishes the Tarawih Salah as quickly as possible. 

Remember! Mispronouncing the Quranic letters is Haram irrespective of whether it is 
Tarawih Salah or any other Salah. If a Hafiz misses even a single letter of the Holy Quran 
the Sunnah of reciting the entire Quran will remain unfulfilled. Therefore, if you miss 
even a single letter or fail to pronounce it from its correct origin, so recite it again properly 
without feeling shyness, and then proceed. It is also regrettable that these days there are 
many such Huffaz who are unable to recite the Quran slowly! If they try to recite slowly 
they forget words! 

It is my sincere Madani suggestion for such Huffaz not to feel ashamed at all in this 
matter. By Almighty! The wrath of Allah JsA^- will result in innumerable troubles, so 
rectify your recitation of the Holy Quran from beginning to end with the help of a Qari 
who teaches according to the rules of Tajwid. Reciting every ‘Madd’ and ‘Lin’ properly is 
necessary 1 . Be careful about the rules of‘Madd’, ‘Ghunnah’, ‘Izhar’ and ‘Ikhfa 2 ’ as well. 

The author of Bahar-e-Shanat Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Amjad ‘Ali A’zarni has stated, ‘One should recite the Quran slowly in 

Fard Salah and, at a medium pace, in Tarawih. Fast recitation in Nawafil of the night is 
permissible. However, words should be clearly understandable, i.e. the Maddat should 
be pronounced with at least the minimum degree of length set by Qurra. Otherwise, it is 
Haram, because we have been commanded to recite the Quran with Tartil (slowly).’ 
(Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 2, pp. 262) Allah Js-A*- says in the 4 th verse of Surah 
Al-Muzzammil (part 29): 

b * 9* a, 

And recite the Quran slowly and thoughtfully. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Al-Muzzammil, verse 4) 


1 If a j'j, cS or <— is Sakin (without a Zabar, Zayr or Paysh) and the letter before it carries a convenient Harakat 
(Paysh before a j'j, Zayr before a e S, and a Zabar before t-dl) then it (the j'j, cS or oill) is called a Madd. If a 
Jb or cS is Sakin and the letter before it has a Zabar on it then it (the j'j or l>) is called a Lin. 

2 See the details of these rules in Madani Qaidah (English) published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. 
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Elaborating the word ‘Tartil’ A’la Hadrat has stated with the reference of 

‘Kamalayn Ala Hashiyah Jalalayn: ‘Recite the Holy Quran so slowly that the listener 
can count even the number of verses and words.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadxd), vol. 6, pp. 276) 
Further, in Fard Salah, recite the Holy Quran in such a way that each and every letter 
can separately be understood. As for Tarawih Salah recite it with medium pace and in 
Nafl Salah at night, one can recite it quickly provided that he could understand what he 
recites. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 1, pp. 80) 

According to ‘Madarik-ut-Tanzil’, ‘Reciting the Quran slowly refers to reciting it calmly 
by separating each and every letter, pausing wherever a pause is required and pronouncing 
each letter from its correct origin. The word ‘Tartilan’ (in the verse) lays stress, which 
means that it is necessary for the reciter to do this (i.e. recite slowly).’ (TafsTr Madarik-ut- 
Tanzil, vol. 4, pp. 203 - Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 6, pp. 278, 279) 


Lead Tarawih Salah without salary 

Sincerity is necessary not only for the Imams leading the Tarawih Salahs, and the 
committees that appoint them but also for the people that offer Tarawih. If a Hafiz recites 
the Holy Quran for praise, applause, fame or for showing off his speed of recitation, he 
won’t be rewarded at all, instead, he will fall into the abyss of ostentation and desire for 
fame. Salaries for reciting the Holy Quran should be avoided. A fixed amount of money 
is not the only form of salary, it can be in some other forms such as cloth or grain etc. as 
well. If a Hafiz recites the Holy Quran in a particular Masjid because he knows that the 
people will give him something for it, then whatever they give him will be considered 
salary (even though a formal agreement was not made). 

However, if a Hafiz makes it clear in advance with a good intention that he will not 
receive any thing in exchange for the recitation of the Quran or the committee members 
of Masjid clearly state that they will not give him anything, but if they give him something 
later, so it does no harm because it is stated in a Hadis qAiJL jUiA' \A\ ( Acts are dependent 
Upon intentions). (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 6, Hadis 1) 
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It is Haram to take wage for Tilawah, Zikr and Na’at 

Once, A’la Hadrat Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Shall Ahmad Raza Khan 
was asked a question about paying money for reciting the Holy Quran and Zikr for the 
Isal-e-Sawab of a deceased person. Answering the question, he jus ksro- said, ‘Both 
paying and receiving money for reciting the Holy Quran and Zikr are Haram. Both the 
giver and the taker are sinners, and how can they be able to send any reward (to the 
deceased) for committing a Haram act? In fact, expecting a reward for committing a sin 
is a much more severe sin. 

If somebody wants to send reward in a permissible way, he should hire the reciter (of the 
Quran) for an hour or two in exchange for a fixed payment, e.g. he should say ‘I hire you 
from such and such time to such and such time, I will make you do whatever I want 
during this period, the (other should) say ‘I accept.’ In this way, he will become an 
employee for that duration of time and (the employer) can make him do whatever he 
wants. The employer should then say to his employee ‘Recite the Holy Quran or the 
Kalimah or Salat-‘Alan-NabI for so-and-so deceased person.’ This is a permissible way.’ 
(Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 10, pp. 193-194) 


A permissible way of salary for Tarawih 

In the light of the blessed Fatwa issued by A’la Hadrat a permissible way of 

paying money to the Hafiz for leading the Tarawih Sal ah can also be obtained. Masjid 
committees can hire a Hafiz with a fixed amount of salary to lead the ‘Isha Salah during 
Ramadan and then he can lead the Tarawih Salah as well because the Tarawih Salah is 
considered a part of ‘Isha in Ramadan. Another way is to appoint the Hafiz for three 
hours every day (e.g. 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.) on the condition that he must carry out whatever 
he is asked. The amount to be paid to him must also be fixed in advance. If the Hafiz agrees, 
he will become an employee. Now the employer (i.e. Masjid committee) can make him 
lead the Tarawih Salah during those three hours. 

Remember! Whether it is Imamat (leading Salahs), Khitabat (delivering speeches), uttering 
the Azan or any other type of job that entails a salary, it is Wajib to fix the amount in 
advance, otherwise both the (employer and employee) will be sinners. However, if the 
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amount or price of some thing is already clear and definite, for example a bus fare or 
fixed amount for loading and unloading each sack (of grain etc.) in markets; it is not 
necessary to fix amount or price in such cases. 

Remember! When a Hafiz (or any one else) is going to be employed for any job it is not 
permissible to say ‘We’ll give you whatever is appropriate’ or ‘We’ll please you.’ Instead, 
it is mandatory to fix the salary. The employer should say, for example, ‘We will give you 
12000 rupees.’ Further, the approval of the Hafiz is also necessary for the appointment. 
If the appointment is made, the employer will have to give the Hafiz 12000 rupees 
whether the weekly donations (of the Masjid) add up to that amount or not. The 
employer (committee) can also give the Hafiz more than the agreed amount without the 
demand of Hafiz Sahib. 

The Hafiz who cannot lead Tarawlh or cannot recite the Quran without money or the 
Na’at reciter who cannot recite Na’at due to the same reason should not commit unlawful 
acts because of hesitation. Acting upon the method formulated by A’la Hadrat ksh? 
they should earn lawful earnings. If they don’t need the money, they should avoid earning 
it even through the Hllah (the method prescribed by A’la Hadrat ajfcjtsSsAiia^) because the 
actions performed selflessly have their own unique reward. A great trial is that when 
someone doesn’t accept the money offered to him, people praise him (for his selflessness) 
a lot and it becomes extremely difficult for him to avoid ostentation. How good it would 
be, if such a person (Hafiz, Na’at reciter etc.) takes the money according to the previously 
mentioned method and then secretly gives it as a donation without letting even his 
closest friend or even his family know about it, otherwise it will become very difficult for 
him to avoid showing off. The pleasure of worship lies in the fact that only the worshipper 
and his Rab are aware of the worships. 


Mayra har ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho 
Kar ikhlas aysa ‘ata Yd Ilahl 


My every deed be solely for You, Almighty 
Bless me with such a treasure of sincerity 
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Finishing the Holy Quran with spiritual passion 

Wherever the Holy Quran is recited once in the Tarawih Sal ah, it is preferable to finish 
it on the 27 th night. There should be a feeling of sadness and grief at the time of finishing 
the Quran. The thoughts of carelessness and inattention during reciting or listening to 
the Quran, mistakes during recitation and lack of sincerity should sadden us and make 
us cry. 

Unfortunately, the speech of worldly personalities is listened to attentively but the sacred 
words of the Creator of the universe JmS*- are listened to inattentively. The feeling that 
only a few moments of Ramadan are left, and ‘J don’t know if I’ll be alive to attain its 
blessings next year or not’ should deeply sadden us. We all should feel ashamed of our 
carelessness and mistakes committed in Ramadan. If possible, we should weep or at least 
wear a weeping look as it is good to imitate the pious. If only a single drop of tear shed 
sincerely in the love of the Holy Quran or in the grief of the departure of Ramadan pleases 
Allah then all those present at the time of finishing the Quran are expected to be 
forgiven due to the blessing of only one that sincere tear. 

Laj rakh lay gunahgaraun ki 
Nam Rahman hay Tayra Yd Rab! 

‘Ayb mayray na khol Mahshar mayn 
Nam Sattar hay Tayra Yd Rab! 

Bay-sabab bakhsh day na puch ‘amal 
Nam Ghaffar hay Tayra Yd Rab! 

Have mercy on sinners 
Your name is Rahman, Yd Rab 
Do not expose my faults on Judgement Day 
Your name is Sattar, Yd Rab 
Forgive me without accountability of my deeds 
Your name is Ghaffar, Yd Rab 


Tarawih Jama’at is a good innovation (Bid’at-e-Hasanah) 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
performed the Tarawih Salah himself and liked it very much. Therefore, 
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he J&ssbij* has said: ‘Whoever offers Sal ah in Ramadan due to faith for earning 

reward his next and previous sins (the minor ones) will be forgiven.’ 

However, he JUs -jh ^ jibs j* didn’t offer it consistently lest it (the Tarawih Sal ah) 
becomes Fard for the Ummah. During his reign, Amlr-ul-Muminln, Sayyiduna ‘Umar 
Faruq A’zam jus <&t ^ saw people at a night of Ramadan offer the Tarawih Sal ah 
individually in the Masjid. Some of them were offering alone while some others were 
offering with an Imam. Observing this situation, he & sbi said, ‘I consider it 
appropriate to gather them all behind one Imam.’ Therefore, he JM *i>i <&<>■ appointed 
Sayyiduna Ubay Ibn Ka’b as their Imam. The following night, he saw 

people offer (Tarawih) together with Jama’at (congregation). Pleased, he commented 
‘;jjb ic-1 J1 ( This is a good innovation ). (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. l,pp. 658, Hadis 2010) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize how intensely the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JUs-ssfessisjiaiAiJ* cares about us! He J* did not offer Tarawih Salah consistently 

just for fear that it might become Fard for his Ummafi. This narration removes some 
doubts and misconceptions as well. For example, Beloved Rasul JfcSiisi J* could 

have launched the Tarawih Jama’at himself, but he didn’t do so giving his Ummah the 
opportunity to introduce good and useful innovations. 

Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam ^ enforced such an act that the Holy Prophet 

JA* did not do (i.e. offering Tarawih with Jama at). He did not do 

this on the basis of his personal opinion. In fact, our Beloved Rasul JUs«abs«k4tss*i>ij* had 
already permitted his Ummah in his visible life up to the Day of Judgement to introduce 
such new and useful innovations, as clearly stated in the following Hadis. 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet Jzs *, has said, ‘The one enforcing a good 
innovation in Islam will get its reward as well as the reward of those acting upon it after 
him without any reduction in their reward. And the one enforcing an evil innovation in 
Islam will have its sin as well as the sin of those acting upon it after him, without any 
reduction in their sins.’ (SaliTh Muslim, pp. 1438, Hadis 1017) 

Twelve good innovations 

The foregoing blessed Hadis has made it as clear as a bright day that the permission of 
introducing new and good innovations in Islam up to the Day of Judgement has already 
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been granted. Many such useful innovations were introduced. Some are as 

follows: 

1. Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam As-JMaisi enforced the Tarawih 

Jama at, declaring it a good innovation. Therefore, it is obvious that if the blessed 
companions introduced a new innovation after the apparent demise of 

Beloved Rasul it would be considered a Bid’at-e-Hasanah. 

2. In past, there used to be no arch (Mihrab) in the Masajid for Imams. It was 
Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz &zj&ds\ who first got an arch constructed in 
Masjid-un-Nabawi. This innovation (Bid’at-e-Hasanah) has now become so popular 
that Masajid throughout world are identified by the arch (Mihrab). 

3. Likewise, domes and minarets on Masajid throughout the world are an innovation. 
Even the minarets of Masjid-ul-Haram did not exist in the time of the Holy Prophet 
JUs«si!LssfcjtaabiJ* or his blessed companions 

4. Iman-e-Mufassal 

5. Iman-e-Mujmal 

6. The six Kalimahs, their numbers, their sequence (the 1 st Kalimah, 2 nd Kalimah etc.), 
and their names. 

7. Dividing the Holy Quran into 30 parts, diacritical marks, dividing it into sections 
(Ruku’), the punctuation marks, and even the dots (above and beneath the letters), 
publishing it with attractive covers etc. 

8. Publishing Hadis books, arguing the authenticity of narrations, dividing Ahadls into 
categories such as Sahih, Hasan, Da’if, Maudu etc. 

9. Fiqh, Usul-ul-Fiqh and ‘Ilm-ul-Kalam. 

10. Paying Zakah and Sadaqah-e-Fitr in the form of coins and printed notes. 

11. Going on Hajj-pilgrimage by liners and aeroplanes instead of camels. 

12. The four orders of Shari’ah and Tarlqah; Hanafi, Shafi’I, Maliki, Hanball, Qadiri, 
Naqshbandi, SuharwardI and Chishtl. 
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Every Bid’ah isn’t heterodoxy 

A question may arise in someone’s mind as to what the following two blessed Ahadis mean: 

1. jlHI j SJSUs Js j SSU? [Every innovation is heterodoxy (i.e. deviation from 

Islamic teachings) and every heterodoxy leads to Hell]. (Sunan Nasal, vol. 2, pp. 189) 

2. AbU acIj J j y^i\ yd [The worst of actions are innovations and every 

innovation is heterodoxy], (Sahih Muslim, pp. 430, Hadis 867) 

Without doubt, both the blessed Ahadis are true. In fact, the word Bid’ah mentioned in 
these two Ahadis refers to Bid’at-e-Sayyi’ah (misleading innovation) and 

indeed every Bid’ah that contradicts or removes a Sunnah is misleading. 

The detailed description of this issue has been clearly mentioned in some other Ahadis. 
Therefore, the Noble Prophet JUs*jb-sfejMaiii j* has said, ‘The one who introduces such a 
misleading innovation that Allah JsAa and His Beloved Rasul isS&tii j* are not 

pleased with, will have the sin of all the followers of that Bid’ah, without any reduction 
in their sins.’ (Jami’ Tirmizl vol. 4, pp. 309, Hadis 2686) 

In another Hadis the mother of the believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah tp- jis5 stii & 
has narrated that the Holy Prophet j* has said: u C? y 

(The innovation that is not based on our religion is rejected). (Sahih Bukhari vol. 6, pp. 211, 
Hadis 2697) 

These blessed Ahadis clarify that any innovation which contradicts the Sunnah, misleads 
people and is not based on the principles of our religion is a Bid’at-e-Sayyi’ah, (misleading 
innovation) but any such innovation that helps people practice Sunnah and is based on 
Shari’ah is a Bid’at-e-Hasanah (a good innovation). 

Commenting on the Hadis jlill j aI^U? J>j Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddis 
Dihlvi has stated, ‘Any Bid’ah that complies with the principles of Sunnah 

and does not contradict Shari’ah or Sunnah is a Bid’at-e-Hasanah. Otherwise it is a 
Bid’at-e-Dalalah, i.e. a misleading innovation.’ (Ashi’at-ul-Lam’at, vol. 1, pp. 135) 
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We cannot do without good innovations 

Anyway, it is necessary to categorize innovations into good and bad. At present era, 
there are many such good innovations which didn’t exist in the first three ages, i.e. the 
age of the Beloved and Blessed Rasul JU that of his companions j&z&Sihc&e 
and the honourable successors (Tabi’in). If such innovations are discarded, the existing 
religious system will not survive. For example, religious schools, Dars-e-NizamI, publishing 
copies of the Holy Quran, and Hadis books etc. are all such acts that were not done in 
the first three eras and were introduced later and are classed as Bid’at-e-Hasanah. 

Anyway, the Holy Prophet JUs«db«skJtsSii> ij* could have enforced all these acts during his 
apparent life, but Allah j«5*- has given many opportunities of earning perpetual reward 
(Sawab-e-Jariyah) to the Ummah of His Beloved Prophet JUs«sils<sfeJtsS 4 ii! J*. Therefore, in 
order to earn perpetual reward, pious people introduced a lot of innovations that do not 
contradict Shari’ah. Such good innovations enforced by the pious include reciting Salat - 
‘Alan-Nabl and Salam before the Azan, celebrating the Milad with illuminations, waving 
beautiful green flags and chanting slogans of Marhaba in procession, Giyarhwln and the 
‘Urs of Auliya Jbsabi* 42 ^. This process still continues. 

Dawat-e-Islami has also made its contribution to the introduction of good 
innovations in Islam by enforcing the slogans Ail IjjS i! (i.e. Do the Zikr of Allah JmS*-) 
and s-djil Jp IjiA (i.e. Send Salat upon the Beloved JUs «als ^ **>' J*) in its Ijtima’at, 
making the atmosphere pleasant by the sound of the Zikr of Allah Js-sS*- and His Beloved 
Rasul j*. 


History of green dome 

The green dome that every devotee desires to behold with tear in eyes is also a Bid’at-e- 
Hasanah because it was made hundreds of years after the apparent demise of the Holy 
Prophet 

Here is a brief history of the blessed dome: The first dome on the blessed tomb of our 
Beloved Rasul JUs^bisfeJtsSfiisiJ* was constructed in 678 AH (1269 AD). As it was yellow, it 
used to be referred to as the yellow dome. Then different changes took place in different 
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eras. In 888 AH (1483 AD) a new dome was made from black stone and it was painted 
white. Devotees used to call it VUaldl *Ii’ or meaning the white dome. 

An extremely beautiful dome was made in 980 AH (1572 AD) and was adorned with 
different coloured stones, now it became multicoloured and didn’t have just one colour. 
It was most probably referred to as the multicoloured dome due to its different attractive 
colours. It was reconstructed in 1233 AH (1818 AD) and painted green. It then began to 
be called the green dome, and has not been changed ever since. The green colour is 
blessed with the privilege of being used to paint the blessed dome. 

The green dome, which is definitely and certainly a Bid’at-e-Hasanah, is now the focal 
point of all Muslims throughout the world, the apple of our eyes, and the peace of our 
hearts. No power of the world can demolish it, and anyone who attempts to 

demolish it will be ruined himself, 

Ah these new innovations are based on the blessed Hadis mentioned earlier with the 
reference of Sahih Muslim that the one who introduces a good innovation in Islam will 
get its reward as well as the reward of ah those acting upon it after him 1 . 

Beholding Holy Prophet 

Dear Islamic brothers! For the rectification of beliefs and deeds and for acquisition of 
necessary religious knowledge, please travel with the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a 
global 8c non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah. 

JU-sv- Dawat-e-Islami is the movement of the Muslims possessing correct Islamic 

beliefs. Listen to a faith-refreshing and heart-warming account. 

Numerous Madam Qafilahs of Rasul’s devotees travel to various villages and cities at the 
end of the 3 day Sunnah-Inspiring global Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami. One of these Madam 
Qafilahs reached a Masjid in Agra Taj Colony (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi). When the 
participants went to sleep at night, one of the Islamic brothers was blessed with beholding 


1 For further details of the types of Bid’ah/innovations please refer to the book ‘ Ja-al-Haq-wa-Zahaq-al-Bdtil ’ 
by a renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’ImI JWsfalia 1 ?. 
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the Holy Prophet JUs-dh j* in his dream. He became very delighted and realized 

the truth and greatness of Dawat-e-Islami from the bottom of his heart and joined the 
Madani environment. 

ijp (JUu alll <Jp 


Virtues of loving pious people 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! A fortunate Islamic brother was blessed with the vision 
of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet due to the blessings of the company 

of Rasul’s devotees. Therefore, we should always adopt the company of good people and 
love them. The fortunate Islamic brothers who travel with Madani Qafilahs develop love 
for good people in their hearts. Here are seven virtues of loving good people. 

1. On the Day of Judgement, Allah JU-sSt shall say ‘Where are those who loved one 
another for the sake of My honour, I shall keep them in shade today, there is no 
shade except My shade today.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1388, Hadis 2566) 

2. Allah JisSi says, ‘My love becomes Wajib for those who love one another for My 
pleasure, sit together, meet each other and spend their wealth for My pleasure.’ 

(Muwaftd Imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 439, Hadis 1828) 

3. Allah JU-sSt says, ‘There shall be pulpits of Nur for those who love one another 
for the sake of My honour. The Prophets and martyrs will be impressed by them.’ 

(Jami' Tirmiii, vol. 4,pp. 174, Hadis 2397) 

4. (When) two people love each other for the pleasure of Allah lUsfr, Allah shall 
gather them on the Day of Judgement even if one of them is in the east and the other 
in the west. (Allah dsAs- will then) say, ‘He is the one you loved for My pleasure.’ 

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 6, pp. 492, Hadis 9022) 

5. In Heaven, there are pillars of rubies which have balconies of emeralds that shine like 

stars, the companions asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah j* who will live in them.’ 

He j* replied, ‘Those who love one another, sit together and meet one 

another for the pleasure of Allah Js-sK’ (Shu’ab-ul-Imdn, vol. 6, pp. 487, Hadis 9002) 
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6. Those who love one another for Allah J«5£ shall sit beside the divine ‘Arsh on chairs 
made of rubies. (Mu'jam Kablr, vol. 4, pp. 150, Hadis 3973) 

7. The one who loves someone for Allah JmS*-, hates (someone) for Allah gives 
for Allah Js-sS^ and forbids for Allah has perfected his faith. (Sunan Abi Dawud, 
vol. 4, pp. 290, Hadis 4681) 


Thirty five Madam pearls of Tarawih 

1. Offering Tarawih Sal ah is a Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah for every sane and adult Islamic 
brother and sister. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 493) Missing Tarawih is not permissible. 

2. Tarawih consists of twenty Rak’at. During the reign of Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq 
A’zam zszJ&'M && the Muslims would offer twenty Rak’at of Tarawih. (Sunan Kubra, 
vol. 2, pp. 699, Hadis 4617) 

3. The Jama’at of Tarawih is a Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah ‘Alai Kifayah. If all the people 
miss it they all will be considered to have committed an undesirable act. If a few 
people offer it with Jama’at then those offering individually will remain deprived of 
the reward of Jama’at. (Hidayah, vol. 1, pp. 70) 

4. The time for the Tarawih Salah begins after offering the Fard of ‘Isha and ends at 
dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq). If it is offered before the Fard of ‘Isha it will not be valid. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamglrl, vol. 1, pp. 115) 

5. Tarawih can be offered even after the Fard and Witr of ‘Isha as well. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
vol. 2, pp. 494) This sometimes happens when the witness of the appearance of the 
moon is obtained with delay on the 29 th (of Sha’ban). 

6. It is Mustahab to delay the Tarawih until one third (1/3) part of the night has passed. 
There is no harm in offering Tarawih even after the passing of the half part of the 
night. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 495) 

7. If missed, there is no Qada for the Tarawih Salah. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 494) 
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8. It is better to offer the twenty Rak’at of Tarawih in sets of two Rak’at with ten Salams. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 495) 

9. Though all twenty Rak’at of Tarawih can be offered with a single Salam, it is Makruh 
to do so. It is Fard to do Qa’dah (i.e. sitting for reciting Tashahhud) after every two 
Rak’at. One should recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi after Tashahhud in every Qa’dah, and 
recite Sana at the beginning of every odd Rak’at (i.e. 1 st , 3 rd , 5 th etc). The Imam should 
also recite Ta’awwuz and Tasmiyyah in every odd Rak’at. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 496) 

10. When offering Tarawih in sets of two Rak’at, separate intention should be made 
before every two Rak’at. It is also permissible to make only one intention for all the 
twenty Rak’at in the beginning. < Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 494) 

11. Offering Tarawih Sal ah sitting without a valid exemption is Makruh, and some 

respected Islamic jurists have declared that Tarawih will be invalid in this 

case. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 499) 

12. It is preferable to offer the Tarawih Salah with the Jama’at in the Masjid. Though it 
is not a sin to offer it with a Jama’at at home, one will not be able to get the reward 
of offering in the Masjid. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 116) 

In case of offering Tarawih at home or in a public hall, it is Wajib to offer the Fard 
of ‘Isha Salah with the Jama’at in the Masjid first. Instead of Masjid, offering the 
Fard of ‘Isha Salah with Jama’at at home or in the hall etc. without a valid Shar’I 
exemption will amount to committing the sin of missing a Wajib. For more details on 
this issue, please go through the chapter of Falzan-e-Sunnat ‘Excellence of Hunger 
(page no. 490 & 491).’ 

13. A minor can lead the Jama at of minors only in Tarawih. 

14. An adult cannot offer Tarawih Salah or any other Salah including even the Natl 
Salah led by a minor. If an adult does so his Salah will not be valid. 
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15. Reciting and listening to the entire Quran in Tarawih is Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), vol. 7, pp. 458) 

16. If a full-fledged Hafiz is not available or the whole Quran could not be recited due 

to any other reason, one can recite any Surah in the Tarawih Salah. If he wants, he 
can recite from ‘yi until twice, this will make it easier to remember the 

twenty Rak’at. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l,pp. 118) 

17. It is a Sunnah to recite £s\ ^ once loudly, whereas reciting it in 

low voice before each Surah is Mustahab. The Mutaakhkhirin (succeeding scholars 

Alii have also declared) it Mustahab to recite aLiI y* ji three times in the 
completion of the whole Quran’s recitation. Further, recitation from jdl to oyklli in 
the last Rak’at is also preferable on the day of the completion of the recitation. 
(Bahar-e-Sharl'at, part 4, pp. 37) 

18. If the Tarawih Salah becomes invalid due to some reason, the Surah or the part of 
the Quran recited during the invalid Rak’at should be repeated so that the recitation 
of the entire Quran would not remain incomplete. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 118) 

19. If the Imam misses a verse or Surah by mistake and continues to recite, it is Mustahab 
to recite the missed part and then carry on. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 118) 

20. If there’s no harm in listening to the recitation of the complete Quran, one can offer 
Tarawih Salah in different Masajid. For example, if there are three such Masajid in 
which 1 M parts of the Holy Quran is recited everyday, then one can go to each of 
them on different days. 

21. If the one who has forgot to sit for Qa’dah after two Rak’at has not yet performed 
the Sajdah of the third Rak’at, he is to sit and complete his Salah with a Sajdah 
Sahw. In case of performing the Sajdah of the third Rak’at, he is to complete the 
fourth Rak’at as well, but these four Rak’at will be counted as two. However, if he 
had performed Qa’dah after two Rak’at they will be regarded as four Rak’at. 


(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 118) 
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22. If somebody did not sit after the second Rak’at and performed Salam (finished the 
Sal ah) after the third Rak’at, then these Rak’at will not be valid; he will have to offer 
a new set of two Rak’at again. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 118) 

23. After performing Salam, if there’s a divergence of opinion over the number of Rak’at 
(e.g. some say two Rak’at were offered while some other opine three), so what Imam 
asserts on the basis of his memory will be accepted in this case. If the Imam is 
himself uncertain then he is to accept the opinion of the one he considers reliable. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l,pp. 117) 

24. If people are in doubt whether twenty Rak’at were offered or eighteen they should 
all offer two Rak’at individually. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. l,pp. 117) 

25. The recitation of the equal amount of the Quran during each set of two Rak’at is 
preferable. If it is not done, there is still no harm. Likewise, the amount of the second 
Rak’at’s recitation should be equal to that of the first Rak’at. The recitation of the 
second Rak’at should not exceed that of the first one. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. l, pp. 117) 

26. Both the Imam and the Muqtadls should recite the Sana at the beginning of every 
first Rak’at (the Imam should recite Ta’awwuz and Tasmiyyah as well). Both should 
also recite Durud-e-Ibrahlm and Du’a after Tashahhud in Qa’dah. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
vol. 2, pp. 498) 

27. If the Muqtadls of Tarawlh-Jama’at feel discomfort, the Imam should only recite 
dl j Jp 1*111 after Tashahhud (and perform Salam). (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 499) 

28. Keep offering Tarawih up to the last night of Ramadan even if the recitation of the 
entire Holy Quran completes on the 27 th night or earlier because it is Sunnat-ul- 
Muakkadah. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 118) 

29. After every set of four Rak’at it is Mustahab to sit for rest for the amount of time 
in which four Rak’at were offered. This pause is called a Tarwihah. (Fatawa Alamgm, 
vol. 1, pp. 115) 
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30. During the Tarwihah, it is allowed whether to remain silent, recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, 
do Zikr or offer Nafl Salah individually. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 497) The following 
Tasbih can also be recited. 


0 ) OjaJ (ALLJI d)^ 5 * 5 -^ 0 

0 ji— 1 ^ ^4 ji—^ ji—^ ^ 0 d^? 0 45C*idJi di>j j Ujj 



31. After offering twenty Rak’at, the fifth Tarwihah is also Mustahab, but if it causes 
discomfort to people then don’t recite it for the fifth time. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 115) 

32. Some people keep sitting during the initial part of the first Rak’at and stand to join 
the Jama’at when the Imam is about to perform Ruku’, it is a trait of the hypocrites. 
The 142 nd verse of Surah An-Nisa says: 


\ b_j.-L ) a3\ \^ol3 \i\_} 


And when they stand up for Salah they stand up lazily. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 


One should also join the Jama’at of Fard Salah immediately even if the Imam has 
stood after completing the Ruku’. Further, if the Imam is in the first sitting (Qa’dali), 
join in without waiting for him to stand. If you joined in during the Qa’dah (sitting) 
but the Imam (has finished his Tashahhud and) stood up, recite the whole Tashahhud 
before Standing. (Bahar-e-SharT’at, part 4, pp. 36 - Ghunya-tul-MustamlT, pp. 410) 
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33. It is preferable to offer the Witr Salah with Jama at in Ramadan. However, if someone 
offered the Fard of ‘Isha without Jama’at he is to offer his Witr individually as well. 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 4, pp. 36) 

34. There is no harm in offering the Fard of ‘Isha with one Imam, the Tarawih Salah 
with another Imam and the Witr with a third Imam. 

35. Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam used to lead the Jama at of Fard and Witr 

of ‘Isha while Sayyiduna Ubay Bin Ka’b used to lead the Tarawih Jama’at. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 116) 

O Allah Make us pious and sincere and bless us with the privilege of offering 
Tarawih with sincerity and concentration every year with a full-fledged Hafiz, and 
accept our Salahs! 




Recovery from cancer 

JUsii Aj 6j*s3\\ Allah Js-sSfc and His Beloved Rasul is ^ aIji j* have greatly blessed 
Dawat-e-Islami. Many patients suffering from such deadly diseases declared incurable 
by doctors have found the cure for their lethal diseases in the Madani Qafilahs. Here is 
an account given by an Islamic brother of Maripur (Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi) ‘An Islamic 
brother living at Hawk’s bay (Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi) had cancer. He travelled with a 
Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the 
Quran and Sunnah, in the company of Rasul’s devotees. 

During the journey, he looked quite sad and disappointed. The participants of the Madani 
Qafilah consoled him and made supplications for him. One morning, while he was 
sitting, all of a sudden, he vomited a piece of flesh, after which he felt greatly relieved. 
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Having returned from the Madani Qafilah he went to see a doctor and had his tests done 
again. He was astonished to see results which indicated that he no longer had cancer. 
He regained his health by the blessings of travelling with a Madani Qafilah. 


Ulcer-o-cancer yd ho dard-e-kamar 
Day ga Maula shifa, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dur bimariyan, aur parayshaniyan 
Haun bafadl-e-Khuda, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Even ulcer and cancer or backache severe 
Will be cured by Almighty, travel with Madani Qafilah 
Illnesses and adversities will be removed 
By divine bounty, travel with Madani Qafilah 






Praise and privilege 

Sayyiduna Imam ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar Baydawl Jji has stated, 

‘The one who obeys Allah and His Beloved Prophet J*, 

is praised in the world and will be privileged in the Hereafter.’ 


(Tafsir Al-Baydawi, vol. 4, part 22, Al-Alizab, pp. 388, Taht-al-Ayah 71) 
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Blessings of Layla-tul'Qadr 


Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi ,4# 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs«dhssfejfeSiii! J* has said, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me a thousand times daily shall not 
die until he sees his place in Heaven.’ (Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 328, Hadis 22) 




Dear Islamic brothers! Layla-tul-Qadr is an extremely blessed and sacred night. It is called 
Layla-tul-Qadr because the commandments of the whole year are enforced in this night. 
In other words, the angels make a record of whatever is going to happen the following 
year. It is stated in TafsirSawl on page 2398 volume 6: 




Translation: It (destiny) appears in the registers of the angels. 


There are several other reasons for the greatness of this night. A renowned exegetist of 
the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated: This night is called Layla-tul- 

Qadr for several reasons: 

1. In this night, the tasks of the following years are set and assigned to the angels. Qadr 
refers to either destiny or dignity. 

2. The Holy Quran was revealed at this night. 
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3. The worship performed in this night has great Qadr (excellence). 

4. Qadr also means ‘narrowness.’ Angels descend at this night in such a great number 
that the earth is crowded with them. For these reasons, this night is called Layla-tul- 
Qadr. (Mawa’iz-e-Na’Tmiyyah, pp. 62) 

There is a Hadis in Bukhari Sharif that says, ‘Whoever offers Salah with faith and 
sincerity at this night shall be forgiven for all of his previous sins.’ (Sahib Bukhari, vol. 1, 
pp. 660, Hadis 2014) 

More reward than worship of 83 years and 4 months 

We must not spend this sacred night in heedlessness. Whoever worships in this night is 
rewarded more than the worship of 1000 months, (which implies) more than 83 years 
and 4 months. Only Allah JsAs- and His Beloved and Blessed Rasul Jksdsi J* (who 

was informed by Allah JwlQ know how much ‘more.’ 

Sayyiduna Jibrail -oUji #£*. and other angels descend at this night and shake hands with 
the worshippers. Each and every moment of this blessed night is full of peace that remains 
till dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq). It is a huge grace of Allah that He JsAs- has granted this 
glorious night only to His Beloved Prophet ibssfejusdi! J* and his Ummah for his sake. 

Allah Js-sSt says in the Holy Quran: 

^ ‘jkJ- “ joJjll 2 JJ 3 i(p eij Ij>\ (|)5 4I4J 5 A-byTl 

Undoubtedly, We sent it down in the blessed night. And do you know what the blessed night 
is? The blessed night is better than a thousand months. Therein descend angels and Jibrail by 
the commandment of their Rab for every affair. That is all peace till the rising of the dawn. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Al-Qadr) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! Layla-tul-Qadr is so important that Allah ds-A*- has 
revealed a whole Surah, describing its excellence. In this blessed Surah Allah JsAs- has 
mentioned several unique qualities of this sacred night. 
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Commenting on this Surah, the honourable exegetists of the Quran have said, ‘In this 
night, Allah JsAs- sent down the Holy Quran from the Lauh-e-Mahfuz to the first sky and 
then gradually revealed it to His Beloved Rasul JUs 4 * J* over a period of 

approximately 23 years.’ (TafsTr Sawi, vol. 6, pp. 2398) 

Our Holy Prophet got dejected 

It is stated in ‘ Tafsir-e- ‘Azlzt that when the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jjbsskjjisiiAij* 
considered the fact that the previous Ummahs were given long lives, whereas his Ummah 
was given short lives as compared to them, he Aid* got dejected and concerned 

that his Ummah would not be able to surpass previous Ummahs even if it worships 
abundantly. The mercy of Allah intensified and He JsA*- granted His Beloved Rasul 
Layla-tul-Qadr. (TafsTr-e-‘AzTzT, vol. 4, pp. 434) 


A faith-refreshing parable 

Explaining the background of the revelation of Surah Al-Qadr some honourable exegetists 
of the Quran have documented a very faith-refreshing parable that is as follows: Sham’un 
*&4sS4\k*v worshipped Allah JsA*- for a thousand years in such a way that he would offer 
Salah the whole night, fast during the day and fight unbelievers in the path of Allah Ju-sA. 
He was so strong that he could break heavy iron chains with his hands. When 

the wicked unbelievers saw that they would not be able to defeat Sham’un they 

persuaded his wife, tempting her by a lot of wealth, to tie him with strong ropes while he 
was asleep and then hand him over to them. 

The unfaithful wife tied him with ropes while he was asleep. When Sham’un 

jta pii awoke and found himself tied up, he s&i Sas? broke the ropes with no 

difficulty, setting himself free. Then he asked his wife ‘Who tied me?’ Pretending 

to be loyal, the unfaithful wife lied, ‘I was just testing as to how strong you are, and 
wanted to see how you would free yourself.’ The incident was then ignored. 

Despite failing the first time, his unfaithful wife constantly waited for another opportunity 
to tie her husband in the state of sleep. One night, she had another opportunity to do 
what she wanted. When he «sfejtss*i>i£a t <? went to sleep, his cruel wife cunningly tied him 
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with iron chains. As soon as he JM sbi woke up, he bfv broke the chains 

instantly and became free easily. Though shocked, his wife cunningly made the same excuse 
again, ‘I was just testing your strength.’ During the conversation, Sham’un 
revealed his secret to his wife that Allah has blessed him with the status of Wilayat 
and nothing could harm him in the world except his own hair.’ 

The devious wife understood what he meant. Worldly riches had blinded her. 

One day she found the opportunity to tie him with his own eight hair whose length was 
up to the ground. When he ^ awoke he tried hard to free himself but could not 
succeed. 

The treacherous woman that was intoxicated by worldly riches handed over her pious 
and righteous husband to the enemies. The malicious unbelievers tied Sham’un 
to a pillar and brutally mutilated his nose and ears and cut out his eyes. The wrath of 
Allah was intensified by the helplessness of His Wall. The cruel unbelievers were 
sunk into the ground and a lightning of divine wrath struck the unfaithful, selfish, 
unfortunate wife, burning her to ashes. (Extracted from Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 306) 

Our lives are very short 

When the honourable companions ^ && heard about the worships, fights and 

struggles of Sayyiduna Sham’un -sfejt ss^iifv, they were impressed by him and said to the 
Noble Prophet j*; ‘Ya Rasulallah J*! We have been given very 

short lives whose some part is spent in sleeping, working, preparing food and in other 
worldly affairs. We cannot worship like Sham’un Bani Israil will surpass us in 

worship.’ 

Having listened to it, Beloved and Blessed Prophet Aijh became sad. Instantly, 

Sayyiduna Jibrail arrived and presented Surah Al-Qadr on behalf of Allah JmK 

The Holy Prophet JUs<fjb<sU.ijusiiii j* was comforted and reassured that ‘Every year We 
have granted your Ummah a sacred night; if they worship Me at this night they shall 
surpass the thousand months’ worship of Sham’un &&?■<?’ (Derived from Tafsir-e- ‘Azm, 

vol. 4, pp. 434) 
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We are ungrateful 

j£=\ ilf! Dear Islamic brothers! How merciful and kind Allah is to the Ummah of 
His Beloved Rasul j*. He has bestowed upon us this magnificent night 

for the sake of His Beloved Prophet If we worship in Layla-tul-Qadr we 

will earn more reward than the worship of a thousand months. 

Unfortunately, we don’t value this great night! There seems to be a great difference 
between the enthusiasm of the companions and that of ours. It was due to 

their grief that we have been given such an enormous blessing without asking for it. 
They treasured it but we are ungrateful, we don’t have even time to worship. We waste 
this huge blessing in heedlessness every year. 

Blessings of filling in Madam In’amat booklets 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to develop the mindset of attaining the blessing of Layla-tul- 
Qadr, join the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious 
movement of the Quran and Sunnah. In order to spend life according to the 

Sunnah, 72 Madam In’amat (for Islamic brothers), 63 (for Islamic sisters), 92 (for male 
religious students), 83 (for female religious students) and 40 (for boys and girls) have 
been formulated. These are in the form of questions regarding worships and morals. 

Everyone should fill in their Madam In’amat booklets practicing Fikr-e-Madlnah 
(pondering over deeds) every day and hand them in to their relevant responsible Islamic 
brother before 1 the 10 th of every Madam (Islamic) month. The Madam In’amat have 
caused Madam revolutions in the lives of many Islamic brothers and sisters. 

Listen to a blessing of Madam In’amat. An Islamic brother of Karachi gave the following 
account: The Imam of the Masjid of our area was associated with Dawat-e-Islami. Making 
individual effort, once he gave my elder brother a Madam In’amat booklet as a gift. Having 
reached home, when he read the booklet, he was surprised to know that the small 
booklet contains a thorough guideline for the Muslims to spend their lives in conformity 
with Islamic teachings. Due to the blessings of the Madam In’amat booklet, he started 


1 Islamic sisters will hand their booklets in to relevant responsible Islamic sister. 
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offering Salah with Jama’at in the Masjid, Now he has also grown a beard 

and fills in his Madani In’amat booklet. 


Madam In ’amat kay ‘amil pay har dam har ghari 
Yd Ilahi! Khub barsa rahmataun ki Tii jhari 


One practicing Madam In’amat be blessed every moment 
With the rain of Divine mercy and bestowment 


Glad tidings for those acting upon Madani In’amat 

Dear Islamic brothers! The following Madani incident clearly shows how fortunate 
are those filling in the booklet of Madani In’amat. An Islamic brother of Hyderabad 
(Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) gave the following statement under oath: One night in Rajab 1426 
A.H., I was blessed with the huge privilege of beholding the Holy Prophet j* 

in dream. His blessed lips began to move, and he said, ‘Whoever punctually 

does Fikr-e-Madinah about his Madani In’amat every day in this month, Allah J«5*- shall 
forgive him.’ 


Madam In ’amat ki bhi marhaba kya bat hay 
Qurb-e-Haq kay talibaun kay wasitay sawghat hay 


How excellent are the Madam In’amat, marhaba! 

A great gift for the seekers of the closeness of Allah JU-sv- 




Who is deprived of all blessings? 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik as-jisSaisi has stated that once the month of Ramadan arrived, 
so the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and 
Kind J* said, ‘A month has come to you in which there is one such night 

that is better than a thousand months. Whoever is deprived in that night is deprived of 
all goodness and only the one who is completely deprived is deprived of its goodness.’ 
(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 298, Hadis 1644) 
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Thousand sons 

Narrating another background regarding the revelation of Surah Al-Qadr, Sayyiduna 
Ka’b-ul-Ahbar ^ jusai a Tabi’i saint, has stated, ‘There was a righteous king in the 
Bani Israil. Allah Js-sS^ commanded the then Prophet v$L 2 Ji<«u. to ask the king to express 
his desire. When he heard the divine message, he said, ‘Ya Allah Js-sS^! I want to sacrifice 
my wealth, children and life in Jihad.’ Allah JmS*- blessed him with a thousand sons. He 
used to groom each son for Jihad and send him along with an army to fight in the path 
of Allah JmX The son would fight for a month and then be martyred. The king would 
then groom another son and send him to fight along with the army, and in this way, 
every month he would sacrifice one of his sons. Further, the king used to offer Salah at 
night and fast during the day. 

After a thousand months, all his thousand sons were martyred. Thereafter he fought 
himself and drank the beverage of martyrdom. Impressed by the sincere sacrifices made 
by the king, people said that no one can reach his status. So Allah J revealed the 
verse: 



Layla-tul-Qadr is better than a thousand months. 

[Kanz-ul-hnan (Translation of Quran)] 


In other words, Layla-tul-Qadr is better than the king’s thousand months in which he 
offered Salah every night, fasted every day, and fought in the path of Allah Js-A^ with his 
wealth, life and children. (TafsTr QurtubT, vol. 20, part 30, pp. 122) 

Kingship of thousand cities 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Warraq has stated that Sayyiduna Sulayman and 

Sayyiduna Zulqarnayn a&Jtssdii both ruled 500 cities each. Thus both of them together 
ruled a thousand cities. Allah has made the worship of this night better than what 
these two great personalities ruled. (TafsTr QurtubT, vol. 20, part 30, pp. 122) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Layla-tul-Qadr is the night of goodness and peace. It is mercy 
from beginning to end. The honourable exegetists of the Quran have said: ‘In this night 
there is protection from snakes, scorpions, calamities, problems and devils. It is also full 
of peace.’ 

Hoisting flags 

According to a narration, in Layla-tul-Qadr, an army of angels under the command of 
Jibrail descends from Sidra-tul-Muntaha with four flags. They hoist one flag on 

the blessed tomb of the Holy Prophet one on the roof of Bayt-ul-Muqaddas, 

while the third on the top of the Ka’bah and the fourth on mount Slna. Then they enter 
the houses of all the believers and say Salam. They say, ‘Salam (this is one of the names 
of Allah JfesSQ sends peace upon you.’ 

However, these angels do not enter the houses in which there are alcoholics, eaters of 
swine or the people who break ties without valid Shar’I reasons. (Tafsir Sawi, vol. 6, pp. 2401) 
Another narration says that these angels outnumber even all grit of the earth, and they 
all come with peace and mercy. (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 8, pp. 579) 


Green flag 

According to another detailed Hadis reported by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas 
b 4 i£.jiss&iii our Beloved and Blessed Prophet jJLaiSagfaj&tto J* said, ‘In Layla-tul-Qadr, 
Jibrail -5 Lsji«u., accompanied by a large number of angels, descends onto the earth with a 
green flag he hoists on the top of the Ka’bah. Jibrail ALsjis^u has 100 arms, two of which 
he opens only at this night. His arms spread across the east and the west. Then Jibrail 
vSLsjIsmU. commands the angels to say Salam and shake hands with every Muslim who is 
offering Salah or making the Zikr of Allah and to say Amin to their supplications. 
This process continues till dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq). 

In the morning, Jibrail commands all the angels to return. The angels say ‘O Jibrail 

-suji.mU what about the needs of the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad -JUs«als<«kiJtss*isi j*?’ 
Jibrail AU-ii^u replies, ‘Allah JsAs- has seen them with mercy and has forgiven all of them 
except four types of people.’ 
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The honourable companions asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah JUs-db-sMlaiAiJ*! Who are 

those four types of people?’ He replied, ‘(1) Alcoholics (2) Disobedient to 

parents (3) Those who break ties with relatives (4) Those who bear malice and grudge 
against each other and break ties.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 336, Hadis 3695) 

Unfortunate people 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize how blessed and sacred Layla-tul-Qadr is? 
Everyone is forgiven at this night, but the alcoholics, those who disobey their parents, 
break ties with relatives and have malice and grudge against fellow Muslim brothers 
without a valid reason of Shari’ah are not forgiven. 

Repent! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Isn’t it enough to make us fear the wrath of our Omnipotent 
Allah J«>? How extreme sinners would be the ones who are not being forgiven even at 
the sacred and blessed night of Layla-tul-Qadr! We must repent sincerely of our sins and 
settle all the matters concerning the rights of others. Indeed, the mercy and bounties of 
Allah Js-sS^ are immense. 

Nuisance of quarrel 

Sayyiduna ‘Ubadah Bin Samit has narrated that our Noble Rasul bij* 

came out to tell us about Layla-tul-Qadr (as to which night it is) but two Muslims were 
quarrelling with each other. He .(sSsbi J* said, ‘I came to tell you about Layla-tul- 

Qadr but so and so persons were quarrelling, due to which its (exact) date has been 
concealed, it is possible that your betterment lies in it. Now look for it in the 9 th , 7 th and 
5 th night (of the last 10 nights).’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 663, Hadis 2023) 

Our unmentionable state 

Dear Islamic brothers! This blessed Hadis contains a great lesson for us. Our Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet J^s*l ikssfeJtsSeii j* was about to tell his companions the (exact) date of 
Layla-tul-Qadr but the quarrelling of two Muslims with each other proved to be a hurdle, 
causing the exact date of Layla-tul-Qadr to be concealed forever. This also indicates that 
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Muslims’ quarrelling with each other can prove to be an obstacle in the attainment of 
mercy and blessing. 

Alas! It seems no one is prepared to advise others. People argue with each other saying 
such sentences as: These days, a naive person cannot live in this world; if someone is good 
to us we will also remain good to him but if anyone tries to harm us, we will teach him a 
lesson. Even worse, people turn violent on trivial matters to the extent of quarrelling, 
fighting and even killing each others. 

Regretfully, these days, some of the Muslims belonging to different races such as Pathans, 
Punjabis, Muhajir, Sindhis and Balouchis are killing each other and burning their fellow 
Muslims brothers’ properties and other things just on the basis of racial and linguistic 
differences. 

O Muslims! You were the protectors of each other, what has happened to you! Our Dear 
and Beloved Rasul JUs^sssfeqtsSshi J* has said, ‘All believers are like a (single) body; if one 
part is wounded the whole body feels the pain.’ (Sahrh Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 103, Hadis 6011) 

A poet has rightly said: 

Mubtaldye dard koi ‘uzu ho rawti hay ankh 
Kis qadar hamdard saray jism ki hoti hay ankh 

When any part of the body has pain, weeps the eye 
How sympathetic with the whole body, is the eye 

Dear Islamic brothers! Instead of quarrelling and fighting, we must cooperate and assist 
each other sincerely. A Muslim does not fight, stab, rob and burn the shops and property 
of his other Muslim brother. 

Definition of Muslim, Mumin and Muhajir 

Sayyiduna Fudalah Bin ‘Ubayd aazd&ttoo*? has narrated that on the occasion of Hajja-tul- 
Wada, the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah said, ‘Shall I 

not tell you who a Mumin (believer) is?’ Then he J* said, ‘A Mumin is 

the one whom people do not fear regarding their lives and wealth; a Muslim is the one 
who does not harm people with his tongue and hands; a Mujahid is the one who fights 
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his Nafs in order to obey Allah JmS*-, and a Muhajir is the one who gives up sins.’ 

(Al-Mustadrak, vol. 1, pp. 158) 

He JUs*ilss^jbStiii J* has also said, ‘It is not permissible for a Muslim to hurt the feelings of 
another Muslim by (offensive) gestures. It is also unlawful to do anything that frightens 
or terrifies another Muslim.’ (ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 7, pp. 177) 

Tarlq-e-Mustafa ko chorna hay wajh-e-barbadi 
IsT say qawm dunya mayn hul bay-iqtidar apni 

Giving up the Sunnah of Mustafa is the cause of destruction 
And has deprived Muslims of their power, leading to subjection 

Unbearable itch 

Sayyiduna Mujahid Jta^i ksf-e has said that Allah would inflict a (severe) itch on 
some of the people of Hell. They will scratch so much that their skins will come off, 
exposing their bones. They will hear a voice, ‘What do you think of this pain?’ They will 
reply, ‘It is severe and unbearable.’ Then they will be told, ‘This is your punishment for 
harming the Muslims.’ (fthaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqin, vol. 7, pp. 175) 

Reward for removing difficulties 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
j* has said, ‘I saw a man wander around in Heaven, do you know why? 
Simply because he had removed a tree in the world from a path in order to make it easier 
for Muslims to pass.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1410, Hadis 1914) 

If you want to fight... fight your Nafs 

Dear Islamic brothers! Learn a lesson from these Ahadls and avoid quarrelling and fighting 
with each other. If you really want to fight, then fight the rejected devil and your misleading 
Nafs (Nafs-e-Ammarah). When Jihad becomes Fard, fight the unbelievers but treat each 
other like brothers. You may well have realized the great loss of quarrelling, which resulted 
in Layla-tul-Qadr being concealed forever. We are unaware that we may be deprived of 
other great blessings and bounties because of our (personal) conflicts and quarrels! 
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May Allah J have mercy on our miserable condition and make us realize whether we 
are Punjabi, Pathan, Sindhi, Balochi, Saraiki, Muhajir, Bengali, Bihari or anyone else we 
are all ‘slaves’ of our Noble Arab Rasul JUi-dtsssfcJits&iiiJ*. 

The Holy Prophet j* is neither Pathan, Punjabi, Balochi, nor Sindhi; in fact, 

he is an Arab. If only we all would truly stick to the Sunnah and teachings 

of our Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs «As Jffcs <4>i J* ignoring all racial and linguistic 
differences so that we may become united and righteous once again! 

The Holy Prophet 4# smile while seeing Madam In’amat booklet 

j&sz Ai&x&Ji! There is no racial and linguistic difference in the Madam environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami. People of all tribes and languages are under the shade of the mercy of 
our Holy Prophet 

Please join the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami and practice the Madam In’amat 
in order to live a righteous life. For your motivation and encouragement, here is a pleasant 
and fragrant Madam incident about Madam In’amat. Therefore, a Muballigh (preacher) 
from Rawalpindi gave the following account: He has stated, ‘On the 5 th of February 2005, 
in order to enroll in the Madam Qafrlah course, I came to Falzan-e-Madlnah, Bab-ul- 
Madlnah Karachi, the global Madam Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. 

I was asleep in the global Madam Markaz Falzan-e-Madlnah. My physical eyes closed 
but those of my heart opened, Asv- Aj ocisJf. In my dream I saw our Beloved Rasul 
*i\i jts ini j* on a high terrace. Next to him were some sacks of Madam In’amat 
booklets. The Noble Prophet JUs «tfts ssfe J* was smiling as he JUs s»i£ Jtss ij* was 
looking at a booklet of Madam In’amat. Then I woke up. 

Madam In ’amat say ‘Attar ham ko piyar hay 
Jwl*- Aji AJseii, Do jahan mayn apna bay fa par hay 

O Attar! We love Madam In’dmat indeed 
JUsSt 4-blfC_s,d>l, We will succeed 

(Jp (JUo alii Jl Za c-JLiM (Jp l^Lszs 
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Magic fails 

Sayyiduna Ismail Haqql ktv has stated, ‘This is a night of peace; people are 

protected from many troubles such as illnesses, evil, calamities, storms, thunder, lightning 
and other things. In fact, everything that descends in this night contains peace, benefit 
and goodness. In this night, the devil cannot make people do evil and no magician’s magic 
works; this night is full of peace.’ (Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 10, pp. 485) 

Signs of Layla-tul-Qadr 

Sayyiduna ‘Ubadah Bin Samit ’<&$&’&\&<> asked the Noble Prophet J* about 

Layla-tul-Qadr. The Holy Prophet J* replied: ‘Layla-tul-Qadr is in the odd 

nights of the last ten days of Ramadan, i.e. 21 st , 23 rd , 25 th , 27 th , 29 th or the last night of 
Ramadan. Whoever worships in this night with faith in order to earn reward will be 
forgiven for all his previous sins. Some of its signs are as follows: The night will be open, 
bright and extremely clear. It is neither too hot nor too cold, the weather is quite normal 
at this night and the moon is clearly visible. The devils are not struck with stars the 
whole night. 

There is another sign that is the rising of the sun without rays on the following morning, 
and the sun looks like the moon of the 14 th night. Allah has prevented the devil to 
come out with the sunrise of that morning (apart from that one day, whenever the sun 
rises in the morning the devil also comes out).’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 8, pp. 414, HadTs 22829) 

Ocean water becomes sweet 

Dear Islamic brothers! Layla-tul-Qadr falls on one of the odd nights of the last ten days 
of Ramadan. Sometimes it falls even on the 30 th night. There may be thousands of reasons 
for keeping this night a secret, and most certainly one of the reasons is that Muslims will 
try to spend every night worshipping Allah jwls- in search of Layla-tul-Qadr. 

Many signs of Layla-tul-Qadr have been mentioned in Ahadls but it is not easy for 
everyone to see these signs. In fact, only men of insight can see them. Sometimes, 
Allah Js-A*- shows these signs to His chosen people. One of the signs of Layla-tul-Qadr is 
that the salty ocean water turns sweet and (another sign is that) everything in the 
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universe except humans and jinn submits to the Glory of Allah J«S£ by prostrating, but 
not everyone sees it. 

Parable 

Sayyiduna ‘Ubayd Ibn ‘Imran said, ‘One night, while I was making Wudu at the 

Red Sea I tasted the water which was sweeter than even honey. I was extremely surprised. 
When I told Sayyiduna ‘Usman GhanI xzjbSttoa*? about it, he said, ‘O ‘Ubayd 

jsSiAic^ it would be Layla-tul-Qadr.’ He further said, ‘Whoever spends this 

night remembering Allah JmS*- it is as if he worshipped for more than a thousand months, 
and Allah JmS*- will forgive all of his sins.’ (Tazkira-tul-Wa’izxn, pp. 626) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Parable 

The slave of Sayyiduna ‘Usman Ibn Abil ‘As as. jts 1 A 1 ^ once said to him, ‘O master 
I’ve been a sailor for a long time. I’ve noticed a strange thing in the ocean 
water.’ ‘What is it?’ He asked. The slave replied, ‘O master Every 

year, there is a night in which the ocean water turns sweet.’ He mj\sSsisi^ said to his slave, 
‘Be careful this year. Do tell me when the water turns sweet.’ On the 27 th night of Ramadan, 
the slave said to Sayyiduna ‘Usman Ibn Abil ‘As ^ ‘O master! The water has 

turned sweet tonight.’ (Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 10, pp. 481) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Why don’t signs appear to us? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Several signs of Layla-tul-Qadr have been mentioned. A question 
may arise in one’s mind as to why common people are unable to observe any of the signs 
of Layla-tul-Qadr despite the fact that it falls every year. To answer the question, the 
honourable scholars JusaEi * 42 *? have said, ‘Not everyone is able enough to discern these 
hidden things because they are related to Kashf (spiritual vision) and Karamah (saintly 
miracle). Only people with the gift of Baslrat (spiritual insight) can see them. How can 
the person who commits innumerable sins every day see these sacred signs?’ 
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Look for it during odd nights 

Dear Islamic brothers! Allah has decided to keep Layla-tul-Qadr a secret, so we 
don’t know for sure as to which night Layla-tul-Qadr is. Mother of the believers 
Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah iAi has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet j* has said, ‘Look for Layla-tul-Qadr in the odd nights of the last 

ten days of Ramadan (i.e. the 21 st , 23 rd , 25 th , 27 th and the 29 th ).’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 662, 
Hadis 2020) 

Look for it during last seven nights 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar said that Layla-tul-Qadr was revealed to some 

of the honourable companions jjizjbsdMa?? of the Holy Prophet J* in dream 

in the last seven nights. The Noble Prophet Jtrfshi J* said, ‘I see your dreams have 

united in the last seven nights, so the one who desires it should look for it in the last 
seven nights.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 660, Hadis 2015) 


Why was Layla-tul-Qadr kept secret? 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is a blessed Sunnah of Allah that He JbS*- has kept some 
very important things secret. Allah Ju-sS^ has hidden His pleasure in pious deeds, His 
wrath in sins, and His Auliya among His servants.’ 

Therefore, we shouldn’t miss any good deed even though it looks minor because we 
don’t know which good deed would please Allah Many blessed Ahadis contain 
such incidents. For example, on the Day of Judgement, a fallen woman (a prostitute) will 
be forgiven simply for having given water to a thirsty dog to drink, in the world. 
Likewise, as His displeasure is hidden in sins, we should avoid each and every sin though 
it apparently looks minor because even a single sin can bring about the displeasure and 
wrath of Allah 

Similarly, He Js-As- has hidden His Auliya amongst His servants, so we should treat every 
pious Muslim with respect because we don’t know as to who a Wall of Allah JL-sS^ is. If 
we treat pious people with respect, give up suspicion and consider every Muslim better 
than us, our society will get reformed, and we will succeed in the afterlife, 
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Madam pearls 

Imam Fakhruddin Razi has stated in his famous exegesis ‘Tafsir-e-Kabir, 

There are several reasons why Allah Js-A^ has concealed the exact date of Layla-tul-Qadr: 

1. He JfesS^ has concealed many things such as His pleasure in obedience so that people 
would perform every form of worship, His wrath in sins so that people would avoid 
every single sin, His Auliya amongst His servants so that people would respect every 
single person, the fulfilment of supplications in making supplications so that people 
would make supplications abundantly, the Ism-e-A’zam amongst His names so that 
people would respect every name and the Salat-e-Wusta amongst the Sal ah so that 
people would offer all the Salah. 

Likewise, the acceptance of repentance has been kept secret so that people always 
repent of their sins and the time of death has also been kept secret so that people 
always fear it. Similarly, Layla-tul-Qadr has been kept secret so that people respect 
all the nights of Ramadan. 

2. It is as if Allah says to His servants, ‘I know your daring about sins; if I had 
declared a particular night as Layla-tul-Qadr, and if you had committed sins knowingly 
even at this sacred night due to your lust, it would be more severe than committing 
sins unknowingly.’ 

According to a narration, once the Holy Prophet entered the Masjid 

where he stsjisiaisiJ* saw a man sleep (inside). He said, ‘O ‘All 

.544-sJissahiij?)! Wake him up so that he can perform Wudu.’ Having awoken 
the man, Sayyiduna ‘All jAJS i&jisjuadbui? said, ‘Ya Rasulallah JUs-dbssfcj&SiAi J* usually, 
you prefer to perform righteous deeds, why did you not wake him up yourself?’ He 
replied, ‘I did not do so because his refusing you is not a Kufr; I did it 
to reduce his crime.’ 

It is an example of the mercy of the Beloved Rasul JUs^dhstfejusaiiiJ*. Considering this 
(Hadis), imagine the mercy of Allah It is as if Allah JsA^ says, ‘If you had 
worshipped in Layla-tul-Qadr after being aware of it, you would gain more reward 
than a thousand months’ worship but if you had sinned in it you would have been 
punished for a thousand months, and protection from punishment is better than 
earning reward.’ 
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3. It is as if Allah JmS*- says, ‘I kept this night secret so that people would struggle hard 
to acquire it and earn reward for their struggles.’ 

4. Since people are unaware as to which night Layla-tul-Qadr is, they will try to 
worship Allah every night of Ramadan in search of Layla-tul-Qadr. Referring to 
these people Allah Js-sS^ admonished the angels, ‘You used to say that these humans 
will fight and shed blood, but (look) these are their efforts and struggles in a night 
that could be Layla-tul-Qadr (they are not even certain of it) so what would have 
they done if I had told them the exact night...? (In other words, they would worship 
even more abundantly).’ 

This is the secret to the answer Allah ds-sS*- gave to the angels when He said to them: 

I am going to place a caliph in the earth. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 1, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 30) 

The angels said: 

3 3 ^4* o* LgJLi 

They said, ‘Will You place such who will spread violence and shed blood in it? And we glorify 
You commending You and sanctify You.’ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 1, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 30) 

Then He said: 

He said, ‘I know what you know not.’ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 1, Baqarah, verse 30) 

Thus, the secret behind this statement has been revealed. (Tafsir Kabir, vol. n,pp. 229) 
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Any night of year may be ‘Layla-tul-Qadr’ 

Layla-tul-Qadr has been kept secret for numerous reasons so that the pious people of 
Allah spend the whole year looking for it and constantly striving to earn the reward 
of worships. 

There is a wide divergence of opinion amongst the honourable scholars jus dji s&e* 
regarding the exact date of Layla-tul-Qadr. Some scholars Jusd. iijt&v say that Layla-tul-Qadr 
moves throughout the year. For example, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud ass. jiss 
said, ‘Only the man who searches carefully throughout the year for Layla-tul-Qadr will 
be able to find it.’ 

Favouring the foregoing saying, Imam-ul-‘Arifin, Sayyiduna Shaykh Muhiyyuddin Ibn 
‘Arab! *&>$&&&<> said, ‘Once I found Layla-tul-Qadr on the 15 th night of Sha’ban (Shab-e- 
Bara-at) and in another year, I found it on the 19 th night of Sha’ban. I have also seen it 
on the 13 th and the 18 th nights of Ramadan. Further, in different years I have seen it on 
each of the odd nights of the last ten days of Ramadan. He further stated that 

though Layla-tul-Qadr mostly falls in Ramadan, in my experience, it falls on different 
nights of the year; so it isn’t the same night every year. 

The Noble Prophet and the Shaykhayn ^ 4 ^ 

JLmv- ahbJisS)] In the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami many blessings take place 
during Ramadan’s I’tikaf. Islamic brothers and sisters gain the blessings of performing 
I’tikaf in Masajid and homes respectively around the world. Here is a faith-refreshing 
incident for persuasion: 

A young Islamic brother who is responsible for Qafilahs in the district Liyaqatpur, division 
Rahim Yar Khan (Punjab, Pakistan) gave the following account: I was a film-addict to 
such an extent that I had watched virtually half of the VCDs in the VCD shop of our 
village. I was blessed with the opportunity to perform I’tikaf in the last ten 

days of Ramadan (1422 A.H. 2001) at Madam Masjid in Talbani (a village). Words cannot 
express the blessings of the company of the Rasul’s devotees of Dawat-e-Islami! On the 
27 th of Ramadan, I cried the whole night asking the Holy Prophet JUs-db-sfeJitaabij* to bless 
me with his vision. 
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In the early morning, the door of mercy opened for me when I had a dream 
in which I found myself in a Masjid where an announcement was made: ‘The Holy 
Prophet JUs«dh*skilus*i>i j* is coming and will lead the Salah.’ After a while, the Prophet of 
Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs«obs$6j(sSiAi j* came accompanied by the Shaykhayn 
and then I woke up. All I saw was just a glance and then his blessed face 
disappeared, filling my heart with grief and causing a flood of tears to flow from my eyes. I 
cried so much that I began to hiccup. 

Having had the blessed dream, my love for Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non¬ 
political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah intensified and I joined Dawat-e- 
Islami wholeheartedly. I headed for Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi and joined Jami’a-tul- 
Madlnah to enrol in the Dars-e-NizamI course. Presently, I am in my first year and I am 
trying to serve Dawat-e-Islami as a Qafilah responsible in our area. 

Jalwa-e-Yar ki arzu hay agar, 

Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 
Miihay Aqa JfaSiii j* karayn gey karam kl nazar, 

Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikdf 

If you desire holy vision 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
Beloved Prophet will bless you 

Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 

j dj- & JUS alii 


Two sayings of Imam A’zam ^3 

Here are two sayings of Imam A’zam Abu Hanlfah in this regard: 

1. Layla-tul-Qadr is in Ramadan but there is no specific night for it, whereas Sayyiduna 
Imam Abu Yusuf and Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad say that Layla-tul-Qadr 

is in the last 15 nights of Ramadan. 
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2. A famous saying of Sayyiduna Imam Abu Hanlfah is that Layla-tul-Qadr 

falls at different nights of the year, sometimes it is in Ramadan and sometimes in 
the other months. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud 
and Sayyiduna ‘Ikramah A u JisS dbi ^ also favoured this opinion. ( Umda-tul-Qan, 
vol. 8, pp. 253, Hadis 2015) 

Sayyiduna Imam Shafi’i has said that Layla-tul-Qadr is one of the last ten 

nights of Ramadan and it is the same night (every year), it will never change up to 

the Day of Judgement. (‘Umda-tul-Qari, vol. 8, pp. 253, Hadis 2015) 

Layla-tul-Qadr changes 

Sayyiduna Imam Malik *#£ jisSaiii has said that Layla-tul-Qadr falls in one of the odd 
nights of the last ten days in Ramadan but it is not the same night (every year), it changes 
every year within these odd nights. Sometimes it’s the 21 st night, sometimes it’s the 23 rd , 
25 th , 27 th and sometimes the 29 th night. (TafsirSawi, vol. 6,pp. 2400) 

Abul Hasan Iraqi 4^ 4' and Layla-tul-Qadr 

Some scholars have quoted Sayyiduna Shaykh Abul Hasan Iraqi jii&as? as saying: ‘I 
have found Layla-tul-Qadr every year ever since I have reached puberty. Then, expressing 
his personal experience about Layla-tul-Qadr, he said, ‘Whenever the first fast fell on 
Sunday or Wednesday, Layla-tul-Qadr was the 29 th night. If the first fast was on a Monday 
it was the 21 st night. If the first fast was on a Tuesday or Friday it was the 27 th night. If 
the first fast was on a Thursday it was the 25 th night and if the first fast was on a Saturday 
it was the 23 rd night.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. l,pp. 223) 


The 27 th night, Layla-tul-Qadr 

Despite the differences of opinion amongst the respected jurists, Quranic exegetists, 
Muhaddisln and the majority of scholars opine that Layla-tul-Qadr is the 

27 th night of Ramadan every year. 

Sayyiduna Ubay Bin Ka’b holds the opinion that the 27 th night of Ramadan is 

Layla-tul-Qadr. (Tafsir Sawi, vol. 6, pp. 2400) 
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Ghaus-e-A’zam Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani and Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah 

Ibn ‘Umar also had the same opinion. 

Sayyiduna Shall ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Muhaddis Dihlvi &■<? is also one of the scholars that 

favoured the opinion that Layla-tul-Qadr is the 27 th night of Ramadan. He k*v has 
given two proofs in favour of his opinion. Firstly, there are 9 letters in the Arabic word 
jliJI lid’ (Layla-tul-Qadr) and this word appeared 3 times in Surah Al-Qadr. If 9 is 
multiplied by 3 the total is 27, which hints that Layla-tul-Qadr is the 27 th night. Secondly, 
there are 30 words in this Surah and the 27 th word is ‘u£’ (the Arabic pronoun for ‘It’) 
which refers to Layla-tul-Qadr. In other words, this is a hint from Allah for the 
righteous that Layla-tul-Qadr is the 27 th night. (TafsTr-e- ‘AzTzT, vol. 4, pp. 437) 

Dear Islamic brothers! By keeping Layla-tul-Qadr a secret Allah has persuaded His 
servants to worship every single night. If He JsA^ had specified a particular night as 
Layla-tul-Qadr and revealed it to us, we would probably remain heedless in other nights 
of the year and carry out special worships only in this one night. As it has been kept 
secret, every wise man is supposed to search for this sacred night throughout the year 
and perform good deeds at every night of the year. If someone sincerely searches for it 
Allah does not let his efforts go to waste. He will definitely grant him the 
blessings of this night. 

An easy way to spend every night in worship 

The following narration has been mentioned on page 187 of Gharaib-ul-Quran, ‘If anyone 
recites the following Dua three times at night it is as if he has found Layla-tul-Qadr.’ We 
should recite it every night. Here is the Du’a: 


j^iii dsl'Jiaif'i 



Translation: There is no one worthy of worship except Allah JisA Who is Halim and Karim. 
Allah Js-sA is Subhan, Rab of the seven skies and the magnificent ‘Arsh. 
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O seekers of the pleasure of Allah JmSsJ We should perform some good deeds at 
every night of the year. If we do so, we will be able to spend Layla-tul-Qadr in worship, 
kbteTL-a &]. Every night, there are two Fard Salah that are Maghrib and ‘Isha. Along 
with other Salah, we should try our best to offer these two Salah with complete Jama’at 
every night. If we succeed in offering these Salah with Jama’at at Layla-tul-Qadr, we will 
be successful not only in the world but also in the Hereafter. Make it your daily habit to 
offer all the five Salah including the Fajr and ‘Isha Salah with complete Jama’at. 

The Holy Prophet has stated, ‘If anyone offers ‘Isha Salah with Jama’at, it 

is as if he has spent half night in Salah; and if he offers Fajr Salah with Jama’at it is as if 
he has spent the entire night in Salah.’ (Sahrh Muslim, pp. 329, Hadis 656) 

Imam Jalaluddln SuyutI Shafi’i dMsiia has quoted the following saying of the Holy 
Prophet j*, ‘The one offering ‘Isha with the Jama’at has definitely earned his 

share from Layla-tul-Qadr.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 532, Hadis 8796) 


Value the 27 th night 

O seekers of the mercy of Allah If we have the habit of offering Salah with Jama’at 

throughout the year, J«3i*ifeTL_&d>j we will be blessed with offering these two Salah with 
Jama at in Layla-tul-Qadr as well, and in this way, we will attain the reward of the whole 
night’s worship in Layla-tul-Qadr despite sleeping the entire night. 

We should make special arrangements to worship in the nights that are more likely to be 
Layla-tul-Qadr. For example the last ten nights of Ramadan or at least the last five odd 
nights and especially the 27 th night because there is a high probability that this night is 
Layla-tul-Qadr. We must not spend this night in heedlessness. We should spend the 27 th 
night repenting of sins, reciting Istighfar, Salat-‘Alan-NabI, Salam and Zikr. 

Recite this in Layla-tul-Qadr 

Amlr-ul-Muminln, Sayyiduna ‘All jus ihi ^ has said: ‘Whoever recites Surah 

Al-Qadr seven times in Layla-tul-Qadr, Allah would protect him from every calamity, 
and seventy thousand angels would pray that he enter Heaven. Further, whoever recites 
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it three times on Friday (any Friday of the year) before Salat-ul-Jumu’ah Allah Jm 5£ 
would write as many good deeds for him as the number of people offering Salah that day 
is.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. l,pp. 223) 

Du’a to be recited at Layla-tul-Qadr 

Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah tssE.jtssbi narrated that she asked 
the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs^ts^jisSaiii j*, ‘Ya Rasulallah What should I recite if I find Layla-tul- 

Qadr?’ The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jjbssfcJtaiAiJ* replied, ‘Make this Du’a: 



‘Ya Allah Js-sfM You are indeed the Forgiver and the Benevolent, You also like forgiving, so 
forgive me.’ 


(Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 5, pp. 306, Hadis 3524) 


Dear Islamic brothers! If only we all would recite this Du’a at least once every night, 
we’ll be blessed with Layla-tul-Qadr any night. If not every night, recite it repeatedly on 
at least the 27 th night. In addition, if Allah gives you the ability, stay awake the whole 
night and recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI and Salam abundantly, attend a Sunnah-Inspiring 
Ijtima and try to spend your time offering Natl Salah. 

Nafl of Layla-tul-Qadr 

Sayyiduna Ismail Haqqi JtsA ji tfv has stated the following narration in his exegesis 
‘ Ruh-ul-Bayari : All the previous sins of the one offering Nafl Salah sincerely in Layla-tul- 
Qadr will be forgiven. (Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 10, pp. 480) 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah Jiss-dbssfc jtai&i J* used to worship 
abundantly in the last days of Ramadan; he would remain awake the whole nights (for 
worship) and make his family stay awake. (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 357, Hadis 1768) 
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Sayyiduna Ismail Haqqi *&, has narrated that our pious saints used to perform 
two Rak’at Natl Sal ah in each of the last ten nights with the intention of attaining the 
blessings of Layla-tul-Qadr. Some of the saints have said that whoever recites ten verses 
every night with this intention shall not be deprived of its blessings and reward. 

Faqih Abul Lays Samarqandi has stated: The Salah of Layla-tul-Qadr should 

contain at least 2 Rak’at (Natl), which can be up to 1000 Rak’at at the most, and the average 
amount is 200 Rak’at. The average recitation in each Rak’at is to recite Surah Al-Fatihah, 
Surah Al-Qadr and then Surah Al-Ikhlas three times and perform Salam after every set 
of two Rak’at. Then send Salat on Rasulullah JUs-db-sfe JtsSshi J* and stand to offer Salah 
again. Continue to do this until you complete your 200 or less or more Rak’at. This will 
be sufficient for attaining the blessings of this night that Allah has mentioned and 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet tsSsiii J* has told us. (Rah-ul-Bayan, vol. 10, pp. 483) 

Dear Islamic brothers! This night is definitely a fountain of immense blessings. The 
Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs <jdb JtsSaiii J* has said: Such a month has come to you in which there is a night that is 
better than a thousand months. Whoever is deprived in this night is deprived of all 
goodness; only a completely deprived person is left deprived of the goodness of Layla-tul- 
Qadr. ( Mishkdt-ul-Masdbih, vol. 1, pp. 372, Hadis 1964) 

Wasting such a blessed and sacred night that has innumerable blessings and bounties 
indicates great deprivation. Therefore, everyone should search for Layla-tul-Qadr the 
whole Ramadan or at least spend the 27 th night in worship. 

Ya Allah Ju-sS^! For the sake of Your Beloved Prophet JUs-Jb Jts *i>i J* grant us the 
blessings of Layla-tul-Qadr and the ability to worship You abundantly. 

Beholding the Holy Prophet in wakefulness 

Dear Islamic brothers! Make a habit of travelling with Rasul’s devotees in the Madani 
Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran 
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and Sunnah, you will be motivated to search for Layla-tul-Qadr. Here is a 

faith-refreshing incident of a Madani Qafilah for your persuasion. An Islamic brother of 
New Karachi has stated: It was the first time I travelled with a 12 day Madani Qafilah; 
our Qafilah stayed in a Masjid in Nawabshah (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh). Due to the lack of 
inclination towards virtuous deeds, I felt quite bored. One day, according to the schedule, 
the participants were busy learning Sunnah in the courtyard of the Masjid. As the sun 
was shining directly on us; one of the Islamic brothers moved inside the Masjid. 

After a short while, we heard a voice from inside the Masjid. All of us saw the Islamic 
brother come out crying. He said, ‘In a state of wakefulness I have just seen a bright¬ 
faced pious saint with a green turban on his blessed head; the saint said, ‘Those learning 
the Sunnah in the courtyard in the sun shine are earning more reward.’ On hearing this, 
all the participants were moved to tears. Amazed, I made a firm intention never to leave 
the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 

jUiSi Travelling regularly with Madani Qafilahs has now become a second nature 

to me. Once our Madani Qafilah was in Mirpurkhas (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh), a devotee of 
Rasul said that he saw the participants of the Qafilah being showered with light at the time 
of Tahajjud. This incident further augmented my spirit and enthusiasm, J At 
present, I am serving Dawat-e-Islami as a responsible for Madani In’amat in my area. 


Don’t sit with half your body in shade 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how those who travel with Madani Qafilahs are 
showered with blessings! It probably wasn’t very hot and Rasul’s devotees may have sat in 
the cool sunlight of the morning to learn the Sunan; and they may have been encouraged 
in this way. However, it isn’t appropriate to hold a learning session in extreme heat 
unnecessarily, as it will be hard to concentrate and the participants may misunderstand 
things. The environment for learning should be comfortable. If the sun is shining on 
parts of one’s body it is Sunnah to move; either sit completely in shade or completely in 
the sunshine. 
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Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah as&jteitoatv has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 
of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind Jssiibg&JXsStto J* has said, ‘When 
someone is in shade and the shade then moves away, leaving him partially in the sunshine 
and partially in shade then he should move.’ (Sunan AbiDawud, vol. 4, pp. 338, Hadis 4821) 

Auliya kd karam, khub luiayn gey ham 
Ao mil kar chalayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Dhup mayn chaon mayn, jaun mayn dun mayn 
Sab yeh niyyat karayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 
Hot! hayn sab sunayn Nur ki barishayn 
Sab nahanay chalayn Qdfilay mayn chalo 

Blessings of saints we will hopefully gain 
Let’s travel together with Madani Qafilah 
In winter and summer, make intention firmer 
Of travelling together with Madani Qafilah 
Everyone should hear, rain of Nur showers 
To bath in this rain, travel with Madani Qafilah 

j dJ- jli: ail! & ljU, 


Control your anger 


Sayyiduna Imam Ghazall has narrated: ‘A person talked harshly 

to Amlr-ul-Muminln Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Aji k ^ ^ 
Lowering his head, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz said: 

‘Do you want me to get angry so that Satan would make me arrogant and 
cause me to oppress you because of my power, and so that you would take 
its revenge from me on the Day of Judgement? I will never do this.’ After 
he said this, he became silent. 


(Kimiya-e-Sa’adat, vol. 2, pp. 597) 
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Blessings of I’tikaf 


Sayyiduna Abu Darda zz-J&M has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of 
our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind j* has said: 



Translation: Whoever recites Salat upon me 10 times in the morning and 10 times in the 
evening shall gain my intercession on the Day of Judgement. 

(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 10, pp. 163, Hadis 17022) 




Dear Islamic brothers! What can we say about the blessings of Ramadan! No doubt, its 
every moment is full of bounties and blessings, but the most important thing in this 
blessed month is Layla-tul-Qadr. In order to find this night, the Prophet of mankind, the 
Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind J* performed 

I’tikaf even for the whole of Ramadan, and he would not miss it especially 

in the last ten days. 

Once he JUs«sib<sfe Jtssdii could not do I’tikaf in Ramadan for some reason, so he did it in 
the last ten days of Shawwal. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 671, Hadis 2031) Similarly, once he 
JUs-jbssfeJbStfciJ* did not do I’tikaf due to travelling, so he JUs 4 s ^ J* did I’tikaf for 20 

days in the following Ramadan. (JamV Tirmizl vol. 2, pp. 212, Hadis 803) 
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I’tikaf is an ancient form of worship 

I’tikaf is an ancient form of worship which the earlier Ummahs would also perform, as 
stated in part 1 Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 125 of the Holy Quran: 

fgp q \ j 

And We enjoined strictly upon Ibrahim and Isma’il visj \%^- to purify well My house for those 
who go around it and those who stay therein for I’tikaf and those who bow down (for Ruku’) 
and prostrate. [Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 1, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 125) 


Keep Masajid clean 

Dear Islamic brothers! Allah Jm 3 ^ has Himself commanded that the Holy Ka’bah be kept 
clean and pure for the performers of Salah and I’tikaf. Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
a renowned exegetist of the Quran has stated: ‘So we must keep Masajid clean and pure. 
Dirty and smelly things must be kept away from them. This is a Sunnah of the Prophets 
_-iu! We have also learnt that I’tikaf, Ruku’ and Sujud were a part of the earlier 
Ummahs’ worships. Further, we have also learnt that Masajid should have caretakers 
who should be pious.’ He has further stated: ‘Tawaf, Salah, and I’tikaf are 

ancient forms of worship which existed in the time of Sayyiduna Ibrahim vio ^ as 
well.’ (Nur-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 29) 


Ten days’ I’tikaf 

The Beloved and Blessed Rasul j* consistently did I’tikaf in the last ten days 

of Ramadan and his blessed wives, the mothers of the believers, also kept this Sunnah 
alive by doing I’tikaf. 

Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tpt has said, ‘The Holy 

Prophet JtsSfibi J* would do I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan until he passed 

away (apparently). Thereafter, his chaste wives used to do I’tikaf.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. l, 
pp. 664, Hadis 2026) 

(Jp (JUu alii <Jp l^Lszs 
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Eagerness of devotees 

Dear Islamic brothers! Though there are innumerable blessings of I’tikaf, the mere fact 
that I’tikaf in the last ten days is a Sunnah, is enough for the devotees. The mere thought 
of fulfilling a Sunnah of the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah 
makes our hearts sway in delight. A devotee tries his best enthusiastically to do whatever 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs Jiss <&! did. However, there should be no 
Shar’I prohibition on the act we are willing to do. For example, the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet Jsa<ji\sg& jusaiiij* used a bedstead during I’tikaf, but we cannot do so as it will 
reduce the space for the people who come to offer Salah in the Masjid and it will look 
strange as well. 

Wisdom behind walking around with camel 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar was an ardent follower of Sunnah. Whenever 

he ass. Jts5 aiii^ came to know about a Sunnah, he would do his level best to act upon it 
without delay. Once he was seen walking around a particular place with his 

camel. Astonished, the people asked as to why he as. jisS -M ^ did so, he ’M 
answered, ‘Once I saw the Noble Prophet j* do the same at this place, so I’m 

imitating the Holy Prophet j*.’ (Ash-Shifa, vol. 2, pp. 30) 


Do I’tikaf at least once 

O devotees of the Sunnahs of the Holy Prophet! If possible, do I’tikaf every year. If not 
possible, do I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan at least once in your life. Staying in 
the Masjid is a great blessing, a Mu’takif is so fortunate that he stays in the Masjid leaving 
all his activities in order to gain the pleasure of Allah 

Fatawa ‘Alamgin states, ‘The benefits of I’tikaf are obvious, when a person does I’tikaf, 
he completely devotes himself to worship for the pleasure of Allah J«5s giving up all 
worldly affairs and activities that obstruct him in earning the pleasure of Allah Jk-sK All 
of his time is spent in Salah, either physically or spiritually, because the primary purpose 
of doing I’tikaf is to wait for Salah with Jama at and the reward of waiting for Salah is like 
that of offering Salah. A Mu’takif resembles the angels who do not disobey Allah J«3£ 
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and obey His every command, he resembles those who glorify Allah day and night 
and never get tired of doing so.’ (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 212) 




1 jp IjLstf 


Benefit of one day’s I’tikaf 

There is a great reward for the one who does I’tikaf even for a single day with sincerity in 
any month of the year besides Ramadan. Persuading us to do I’tikaf, the Prophet of 
mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
has said: ‘Whoever does I’tikaf for the pleasure of Allah Js-sS^ for one day, Allah Ju-sS^- shall 
place three trenches between him and Hell, and these trenches will be wider than even 
the distance between the east and the west.’ (Ad-Dur-ml-Mansur, vol. l, pp. 486) 

Forgiveness for all previous sins 

Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah jus sbi has narrated the 
following fragrant saying of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet i>i j*: 

{ ^jA \Jo j IjlJLd c_aSCx_C'\ 

Translation: Whoever did I’tikaf with faith in order to earn reward all of his previous sins will 
be forgiven. 

(Al-Jami '-us-Saghlr, pp. 516, Hadis 8480) 

JUS aiil v4J-l tjU, 


Place of I’tikaf of the Holy Prophet 

Sayyiduna Nafi’ as-Jiadii &o- reports that Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar t has 
said, ‘The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs«abs«kjtss*i>i j* used to do I’tikaf in the last ten 
days of Ramadan.’ 
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Sayyiduna Naff goes onto say, ‘Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar u^jusaiii^ 

showed me the place of the Masjid where the Holy Prophet JussisJtssbi j* used to do 
I’tikaf.’ (SahTh Muslim, pp. 597, Hadis 1171) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Even today, in Masjid Nabawl there is a pillar 

called iS\^dL\ (Ustuwana-tus-Sarir) which marks the place where the Prophet of 
Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah J* used to place his blessed bed made 

of date tree, bark etc. during I’tikaf. Fortunate devotees go to see it and offer Nafi Sal ah 
there for attaining blessings. 

I’tikaf for entire month 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs Jiss «bt J* would always try his best to gain 
the pleasure of Allah Jk-sK He JUs s«fe J* would worship abundantly especially 
in Ramadan. As Layla-tul-Qadr is hidden in Ramadan, the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah once did I’tikaf for the entire month in order to 

search this blessed night. 

Sayyiduna Abu Said Khudrl tejiskbiaa? has narrated, ‘Once the Noble Rasul j* 

did I’tikaf from the 1 st of Ramadan to the 20 th and then said, ‘In search of Layla-tul-Qadr, 
I spent the first ten days of Ramadan in I’tikaf, and then the middle ten days, then I was 
told that it is in the last ten days. Therefore, whoever amongst you wishes to do I’tikaf with 
me should do SO.’ (SahTh Muslim, pp. 594, Hadis 1167) 


I’tikaf in Turkish tent 

Sayyiduna Abu Said Khudrl astJMi&i <&& said, ‘Beloved and Blessed Rasul isiiAiJ* 

first did I’tikaf for the initial ten days of Ramadan in a Turkish tent, then he JUs-jfesfcjtskAiJ* 
did I’tikaf for the middle ten days as well. Then he ssfc J* took his head out 
of the tent and said, ‘I did I’tikaf for the first ten days in search of Layla-tul-Qadr and 
then did it in the middle ten days as well for the same purpose. Then I was informed by 
Allah that it is in the last ten days. Therefore, whoever wishes to do I’tikaf with me 
should do so in the last ten days. First I was shown Layla-tul-Qadr but then I was made 
to forget it and now I have seen myself prostrating on the morning of Layla-tul-Qadr on 
wet soil. Therefore search for it in the odd nights of the last ten days.’ 
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Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Khudri goes onto say that it rained that night and water 

began to drip from the roof of the blessed Masjid; so on the morning of the 21 st Ramadan, 
my eyes saw that there was a mark of wet soil on the blessed forehead of the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet JUs^VssisfeJk&iis! J®. (Mishkat-ul-MasabTh, vol. 1, pp. 392, Hadis 2086) 


Most important purpose 

Dear Islamic brothers! If not every year, we all should act upon the Sunnah of doing I’tikaf 
for the whole of Ramadan at least once in our whole life. The most important purpose of 
doing I’tikaf in Ramadan is to search for Layla-tul-Qadr, and the strongest opinion is 
that Layla-tul-Qadr is in the odd nights of the last ten days. We have also learnt from this 
blessed Hadis that Layla-tul-Qadr was on the 21 st night that year but the Holy Prophet’s 
J* saying ‘search for it in the odd nights of the last ten days’ indicates that 
the date of Layla-tul-Qadr varies every year. Any of the odd nights of the last ten days 
from 21 st to 29 th Ramadan may be Layla-tul-Qadr. 

Muslims have been persuaded to do I’tikaf in the last ten days in order to gain the 
blessings of Layla-tul-Qadr because a Mu’takif remains in the Masjid for all 10 days, and 
one of these nights is Layla-tul-Qadr, so he succeeds in spending that night in the Masjid. 
Further, this Hadis threw light on the humility of the Holy Prophet JtsSaisij* as he 

JUsajLss&JisSaisi J* prostrated on soil, and the fortunate pieces of soil clung onto the blessed 
forehead of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs«dbj*. 

Prostrating directly on ground is preferable 

j£=\ iiil! Did you see the humility of the Holy Prophet jfcs <& j*? His placing his 

blessed forehead for the sake of Allah J«5£- on the ground, and the soil particles’ clinging 
onto his blessed forehead is the great humility of the Holy Prophet J*. The 

respected scholars say: Prostrating directly on the ground (without anything in 

between the foreground and the ground) is preferable. (Maraqil Falah, pp. 85, part 3) It is 
stated in Mukashafa-tul-Qulub that Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz would 

always prostrate on the soil. (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 181) 
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Reward of performing Hajj and ‘Umrah twice 

Sayyiduna ‘All 44*5 jus dji & has narrated the following fragrant saying of the Prophet 

of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummaii 


ijfci'jAS- j £3 ,j-« 

Translation: The one doing I’tikaf (for 10 days) in Ramadan is like the one who has performed 
Hajj and ‘Umrah twice. (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 425, Hadis 2966) 


Protection from sins 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas &<>■ has narrated the following saying of the 

Holy Prophet JUs^Wfeju j*: 

ollddil-l dljp ujl Jjt> 

Translation: A Mu’takif remains safe from sins and the reward of righteous deeds is given to 
him as given to their doers. (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 365, Hadis 1781) 

Reward without performing deeds 

Dear Islamic brothers! Another huge benefit of I’tikaf is protection from sins. As long as 
a Muslim is in the Masjid, he abstains from the sins including the ones he would commit 
outside the Masjid if he had not done I’tikaf. It is a special mercy of Allah Js-sSt that the 
Mu’takif will gain the reward of even such righteous deeds he used to do outside the 
Masjid but can no longer perform them due to I’tikaf. It is as if he is still performing 
them, and their reward will be recorded for him. For example, if an Islamic brother used 
to visit sick people, but cannot do that due to I’tikaf he will still get its reward. 

Reward for Hajj every day 

Sayyiduna Hasan BasrI has narrated, ‘A Mu’takif is granted the reward of 

performing Hajj every day.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 425, Hadis 3968) 
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Definition of I’tikaf 

I’tikaf implies staying in the Masjid with the intention of I’tikaf for the pleasure of 
Allah JmX Sanity and purity from Janabat (major impurity) are conditions for a Muslim. 
Further, purity from menses and post natal bleeding is also a condition for women. 
Puberty is not a condition. If a sane child remains in a Masjid with the intention of I’tikaf 
his I’tikaf will also be valid. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l,pp. 211) 

Literal meaning of I’tikaf 

The literal meaning of I’tikaf is ‘To keep staying somewhere.’ In other words, a Mu’takif 
persistently remains in the court of Allah to worship Him fervently, his sole aim is 
to please his Allah 

I’ve come to stay 

Sayyiduna ‘Ata Khurasan! has said: A Mu’takif is like the person who comes 

to the court of Allah and says, ‘O Allah, my glorious Rab Js-sS*-! I won’t leave until 
You forgive me.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 426, Hadis 3970) 


Types of I’tikaf 

There are 3 types of I’tikaf: (1) Wajib (2) Sunnah (3) Natl. 

Wajib I’tikaf 

If a vow is made to perform I’tikaf by saying the words (for example) I will do I’tikaf on- 
such-and-such day or so many days for Allah d*sSs it will become Wajib to do I’tikaf for 
the number of days mentioned in the vow. 

It is particularly important that whenever any sort of vow is made, pronouncing it 
verbally is a condition; just making an intention for a vow in heart without pronouncing 
it verbally is insufficient, and fulfilling such a vow is not Wajib either. 


(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 430) 
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Sunnah I’tikaf 

Men have to perform I’tikaf for vow in a Masjid, whereas women must perform it in the 
Masjid of their homes called ‘Masjid-e-Bayt.’ (The place a woman specifies for Sal ah in 
her home is called Masjid-e-Bayt) Fast is also a condition for such an I’tikaf. 

I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan is ‘Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah ‘Alai Kifayah.’ (Durr-e- 
Mukhtarma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 430) This implies that if any one person from the whole 
city does I’tikaf, it will be sufficient for everyone (in the city) but if no body did it then 
everyone is blameworthy. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 5, pp. 152) 

In this I’tikaf, it is necessary to get to the Masjid with the intention of I’tikaf before the 
sun sets on the 20 th of Ramadan, and stay there until the crescent of Shawwal appears on 
the 29 th or the sun sets on the 30 th . (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 5, pp. 151) 

If someone enters the Masjid after the sunset on 20 th of Ramadan, the Sunnat-ul- 
Muakkadah of I’tikaf will remain unfulfilled. Further, even if he entered the Masjid 
before the sunset but forgot to make the intention (e.g. there was no intention in heart at 
all) still the Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah of I’tikaf will remain unfulfilled. If he makes the 
intention after the sunset it will be a Nafl I’tikaf. The intention of the heart is sufficient; 
pronouncing it verbally is not a condition. However it is better to pronounce it verbally 
provided the intention is present in heart. 

Make intention for I'tikaf in these words 

‘I intend to do the Sunnah I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan for the pleasure of 
Allah Js-35 ^-. 

Nafl I’tikaf 

Apart from the I’tikaf of vow or Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah, any other type of I’tikaf is Nafl 
and Sunnat-e-Ghayr Muakkadah. ( Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 5, pp. 152) Fasting is not a condition 
in this I’tikaf and there is no time limit for it either. Whenever you enter a Masjid, make 
the intention of I’tikaf, you will earn the reward for I’tikaf for as long as you remain in 
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the Masjid, regardless of whether or not you perform any good deed such as reciting 
invocations or offering any Salah. As soon as you exit the Masjid this I’tikaf will end. 

A’la Hadrat has stated: The Fatwa is that fasting is not a condition for (Nafl) 

I’tikaf. It can be done even for a single moment. You should make the intention of I’tikaf 
as soon as you enter (the Masjid), you will attain the reward of offering Salah as well as 
that of waiting for Salah in addition to the reward of I’tikaf for as long as you stay in the 
Masjid. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 5, pp. 674) He -tfsjuSsii&sv has further stated: Whenever 
you enter a Masjid, make the intention of I’tikaf. You will get reward for I’tikaf as long as 
you are in the Masjid. (ibid, vol. 8, pp. 98) 

Making the intention of I’tikaf isn’t difficult. Intention refers to the intention of the 
heart (the willingness of heart to do something). It is sufficient to make an intention in 
heart like ‘J intend to perform the Sunnah ofl’tikdf.’ To utter these words verbally along 
with the intention of the heart is better. One can also utter it in one’s own language. Saying 
it in Arabic is better. If possible, learn the following Arabic intention as mentioned in 
part 2 of ‘Al-Malfuz page 272: 


tjKAyiSi: 

Translation: I intend to fulfil the Sunnah of I’tikaf. 

If one enters the blessed Masjid Nabawl through its old and famous gate called 
‘Bab-ur-Rahmah’ he will find a pillar on the front with a clear inscription of the words 
aIL cJjf from ancient time. 

Dear Islamic brothers! While making an intention for any form of worship such as Salah, 
fasting, Ihram, Tawaf of the Holy Ka’bah etc., it is necessary to understand the meaning 
of the words of the intention as the intention of the heart is indeed a valid intention, and 
one can be able to make the intention in one’s heart only when he understands its meaning. 
If he verbally utters the ‘Arabic intention’ or reads it from a book inattentively whilst 
thinking about something else without having the intention in heart, such a verbal 
intention will be invalid. So when a person enters a Masjid and says aIL dJji he 

must also make intention in his heart that he is intending to do I’tikaf. 
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Remember that this isn’t the I’tikaf of the last ten days of Ramadan, it is a Nafl I’tikaf 
and therefore can be done for even a single moment. This I’tikaf will end as soon as one 
exits the Masjid. 

Eating and drinking in Masjid 

Remember! By Shari’ah, it is not allowed to eat, drink and sleep in the Masjid, but if one 
makes the intention of I’tikaf he will be allowed to do these acts in Masjid. In most of the 
Masajid here, people recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi etc. and then blow on water which Islamic 
brothers drink for blessings. No doubt, this is a good deed but if an Islamic brother 
hasn’t made the intention of I’tikaf he cannot drink this water inside the Masjid. 
Similarly, only those who have made the intention of I’tikaf can do Iftar in the Masjid. 
Even in Masjid-ul-Haram, one should make the intention of I’tikaf before drinking 
Zamzam water, doing Iftar or going to sleep. Likewise, one cannot drink water etc. 
without making the intention for I’tikaf in Masjid Nabawl. 

It is also important that one shouldn’t make the intention of I’tikaf just to eat, drink or 
sleep. It should be made to earn reward. It is stated in Rad-dul-Muhtar (Shaml): ‘If someone 
wants to eat, drink or sleep in a Masjid, he should make the intention of I’tikaf, make some 
Zikr and then do what he wants (i.e. eat, drink or sleep).’ ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 2, pp. 435) 

Jj Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran 
and Sunnah, organises collective I’tikaf in numerous cities around the world. For these 
I’tikaf, there is a training schedule approved by the MarkazI Majlis-e-Shura. Here is a list 
of intentions for those wishing to do I’tikaf. Those doing individual I’tikaf can also 
augment their reward by making as many intentions as possible for them. 

Forty one intentions for collective I’tikaf 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
has said: 

A_La-C- 4_o 

The intention of a Muslim is better than his deed. 

(Mu’jam KabTr, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 
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The great reward of I’tikaf can further be multiplied just by the addition of good and 
beneficial intentions. Ala Hadrat has described forty intentions. In addition to 

these forty intentions published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah in the form of a card, one can 
make many other good intentions while leaving for the Masjid. Good intentions can also 
be made according to the situation in the Masjid. Whenever one makes good intentions 
his aim should be to earn reward. The intentions are as follows: 

1. I am going to do the Sunnah I’tikaf for the last ten days (or entire month) of Ramadan. 

2. I shall follow these Madam principles of Tasawwuf (mysticism): 

a. Less eating 

b. Less speaking 

c. Less sleeping 

3. I shall perform all five daily Sal ah in the first row 

4. With the first Takhir 

5. With Jama at. 

6. I shall reply to every Azan and 

7. Every Iqamah. 

8. Each time I shall recite the Dua of Azan with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi before and after it. 

9. I shall perform the Nawafil of Tahajjud, 

10. Ishraq, 

11. Chashtand 

12. Awwabln every day. 

13. I shall recite the Holy Quran and 

14. Salat-‘Alan-Nabi abundantly. 

15. I shall recite or listen to the recitation of Surah Al-Mulk every night. 

16. I shall perform Salat-ut-Tasblh at least in the odd nights. 

17. I shall participate in all the Sunnaii-Inspiring learning sessions and 
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18. Speeches from beginning to end. 

19. Making individual effort, I will make my relatives and visitors attend the Sunnah- 
Inspiring learning sessions. 

20. I will apply the Madani guard to my tongue. In other words, I shall refrain from idle 
speech and, if possible, I shall do even necessary conversations by writing and 
gestures in order to avoid useless and evil speech and noise. 

21. I shall protect the Masjid from bad smells. 

22. I shall keep a plastic bag in my pocket so that I would pick up any splinters or hair 
and put them into it. There is a saying of the Beloved Rasul JUs^5ssfeJi&s*i>i J*: Whoever 
removes a troublesome thing from the Masjid, Allah AmA will make a house for him 
in Paradise. (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 419, Hadis 757) 

23. I shall sleep only on my own shawl or mat so that Masjid floor is not stained from 
my sweat, saliva etc. 

24. I shall be very careful about veil within veil 1 when sleeping. (At the time of sleeping 
it is appropriate to wrap a shawl around trousers and then cover it with blanket. 
This should be done in Madani Qafilah, at home and everywhere else). 

25. I shall apply oil and comb my hair in the Wudu area or ‘Fina-e-Masjid’ and pick up 
the fallen strands of hair. (If someone else is waiting to do Wudu, let him sit; comb 
your hair or apply oil elsewhere). 

26. I shall not use other’s things such as sandals etc. for the toilet. 

27. I shall not ask others for things such as sandals, a shawl or pillow etc. 

28. I shall eat in the Fina-e-Masjid on the eating mat. I will not eat on the mats used for 
Salah. 

29. If the food is in less quantity, I shall eat slowly with the intention of making sacrifice 

for others so that other Islamic brothers may eat more. There is a great reward for 
sacrificing things for others. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet jwshi J* has 

1 Veil within veil is a term used in the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. It refers to the act of wrapping 

an extra shawl around dress from navel to knees. 
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said, ‘Allah J«5*- forgives the person who gives someone else the thing he needs for 
himself.’ (Ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqm, vol. 9, pp. 779) 

30. I shall apply Madani guard to my stomach. In other words, I shall eat less than 
appetite. 

31. If someone hurts me I will have patience and 

32. Forgive him for the pleasure of Allah JmK 

33. I shall be polite towards my neighbouring Mu’takifln. 

34. I shall obey my Halqah Nigran. 

35. I shall do Fikr-e-Madlnah and fill in my Madani In’amat booklet every day. 

36. I shall earn the reward of Sadaqah (charity) by looking at Islamic brothers with a smile. 

37. If someone else smiles at me I shall recite dfL (May Allah Js-sS*- keep you 

smiling). 

38. I shall make Du’a for myself, my family, relatives and the entire Ummah. 

39. If a Mu’takif falls ill I shall console and serve him. 

40. I shall behave extremely politely with old aged Mu’takifin. 

41. During the I’tikaf, I shall distribute as many booklets as possible. (I humbly request 
all Mu’takif Islamic brothers to distribute twenty five booklets, if possible, and Madani 
pamphlets of Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Pearls published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. 
Distribute audio cassettes of Sunnah-Inspiring speech, booklet or at least a pamphlet 
of Madani pearls to visitors. Your reward will multiply in Ramadan. It is important 
that there should be no disorder when distributing). 

Which Masjid should one do I’tikaf in? 

The best Masjid for I’tikaf is Masjid-ul-Haram, then Masjid Nabawi viubiAS then 

Masjid-ul-Aqsa (Bayt-ul-Muqaddas) and then any Jami’ Masjid where the five daily 

Salah are offered with Jama’at. If Salah is not offered with Jama’at in the Jami’ Masjid, it 

is then better to do I’tikaf in the Masjid of one’s area. (Fath-ul-QadTr, vol. 2, pp. 308) 
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It is not a condition to do I’tikaf in the Jami’ Masjid. Instead, I’tikaf can be done in any 
Masjid-e-Jama at. A Masjid-e-Jama at is such a Masjid in which there is an officially 
appointed Imam and a Muazzin, though the Jama’at of five daily Salah is not held over 
there. It has also been said that I’tikaf is valid in any Masjid, even if it isn’t a Masjid-e- 
Jama at. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 429) Nowadays there are many such Masajid in which 
there is neither Imam nor Muazzin. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 5, pp. 151) 




Mu’takifin and Masjid’s honour 

Dear Mu’takif Islamic brothers! As you are to spend ten complete days in the Masjid, it 
is appropriate to learn a few etiquettes about Masjid’s honour. During I’tikaf, it is 
permissible to engage in necessary worldly conversation keeping voice down and taking 
care about the honour of the Masjid. One should not shout while talking. The Masjid 
shouldn’t echo with sounds of ‘of, ‘ what ’ and bursts of laughter; this is a sin. Remember, 
even a Mu’takif is not allowed to speak about worldly matters unnecessarily. 



Nothing to do with Allah 

Sayyiduna Hasan BasrI <^3i ^ has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah J* has said: 



Translation: Upon people, a time will come when they will talk about worldly matters in 
Masajid. Do not sit with them for they have nothing to do with Allah J«3a. 


(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 87, Hadis 2962) 
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May you not find lost thing 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 

of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind has said: 

(j lJUs A-LG %>~j y 

Ai u«j Si 

Translation: Whoever finds someone searching loudly for his lost thing in the Masjid, should 
say ‘May Allah Js not let you find what you have lost’ because Masajid have not been made 
for this purpose. 

(SahTh Muslim, pp. 284, Hadis 568) 


Searching for shoes in Masjid 

Dear Islamic brothers! The people who look for their lost shoes or other things in Masajid 
should learn a lesson from the foregoing blessed Hadis. We must prevent every such 
activity that causes a noise and desecrates the Masajid’s honour. Masajid are not made 
for worldly conversations, joking, laughing and other useless activities. Instead, they are 
made for divine worship. The blessed companions ^ would strongly dislike 

loud conversations in the Masjid, as mentioned in following narration: 

Honour of Masjid 

Sayyiduna Saib Bin Yazid au-jissitii^ has said, ‘I was standing in the Masjid when someone 
threw a tiny piece of stone at me. As I turned round I saw that it was Sayyiduna ‘Umar 
Faruq A’zam He asked me (with gestures) to bring those two men to him. I 

did as he asked. Sayyiduna ‘Umar asked them, ‘Where are you from?’ 

They replied ‘Taif.’ He said, ‘If you were the residents of Madina-tul-Munawwarah 

(who are well aware of Masjid’s honour) I would definitely punish you because you raised 
your voices in the Masjid of the Beloved and Blessed Rasul Aid*!’ 


(Sahih Bukhari, vol. l,pp. 178, Hadis 470) 
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Mubah speech ruins good deeds 

Sayyiduna Mulla ‘All Qari has narrated with the reference of Muhaqqiq- 

‘alal-Itlaq Shaykh Ibn Humam ajfcjtss^iia^: 



Translation: Mubah (permissible) speech in the Masjid is Makruh (Tahrimi) and ruins 
virtuous deeds. (Mirqat-ul-Mafatlh, vol. 2, pp. 449) 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik &£- &tii && has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the 
Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind has said: 



Translation: Laughing in the Masjid causes darkness in the grave. 

(Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 322, Hadis 5231) 


Darkness in grave 

Dear Islamic brothers! Read the foregoing narrations repeatedly and tremble with fear of 
Allah JsA^! A Mu’takif enters the Masjid to get reward, but (Allah forbids) a lot of 
sins may be written in his book of deeds due to useless talking and laughing. Even 
speaking about permissible worldly matters in the Masjid ruins good deeds, so stay calm 
and quiet in the Masjid. Be serious even when delivering or listening to speech. Do not 
say any such thing that can make people laugh. Neither laugh yourself nor let others 
laugh because laughing in the Masjid causes darkness in the grave. However, there is no 
harm in smiling, if necessary. In order to develop the mindset of honouring the Masjid, 
please travel with the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami. Here is an encouraging Madam 
blessing about I’tikaf: 

I’tikaf of Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami 

The following is the account given by a 52-year-old Islamic brother of Havelian Cantt 
(Sarhad, Pakistan): I was engulfed in sins; my children had grown older but I was still 
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very fond of fashion. In the month of Ramadan, a 30-day Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e- 
Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, came to 
Havelian from Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi. The particularity of this Madani Qafilah was 
that one of the participants was a member of the Markazi Majlis-e-Shura, Mufti of 
Dawat-e-Islami, late Al-Haj Muhammad Faruq ‘Attari Madani 

My elder son took me to the Masjid where the participants of the Madani Qafilah met 
me very politely. As a result of the individual effort of Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami 
I attended I’tikaf for the last ten days along with the Madani Qafilah. The good manners 
of Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami jiiJi o-ji won my heart. Other participants also made 
individual efforts on me and as a result, my hard heart turned soft and a Madani 
transformation took place in my life, JJA-aaS. 1 gave up fashion, got rid of sins, adopted 
Sunnah and sincerely joined the Madani environment. I repented, grew a beard and 
began to wear a blessed turban. Now I try to follow every Sunnah I learn. At present I am 
serving Dawat-e-Islami as the responsible of a Halqah in our area, 

jSJ- & JUS alii i r 4 t L\ ljU, 


Post-demise invitation of Qafilah from Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami 

What a great man Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami was! He travelled with many 

Madani Qafilahs attaining perpetual reward for himself by rectifying the lives of 
numerous Islamic brothers. 

He passed away after Jumu’ah Salah on 18 th Muharram 1427 A.H. (17, February, 2006) 
and even after leaving this world, he persuaded an Islamic brother to travel with a 
Madani Qafilah through the individual effort he made in a dream. He then appeared 
again in dream during the Madani Qafilah and cured an Islamic brother from bladder 
problem with the power bestowed upon him by Allah JmX 

Therefore, an Islamic brother made the following statement: I had pain in my bladder 
for some time. In a dream, I beheld Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami Maulana Muhammad 
Faruq ‘Attari Madani who asked me to travel with a Madani Qafilah. I made 

the intention but couldn’t travel in Jumadal Aula (1427 AH.), However, I succeeded 
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in travelling with a 3 day Madani Qafilafi with devotees of Rasul on 24 th Jumadal 
Akhir (1427 A.H). When we reached the destination of the Qafilah, I saw Mufti of 
Dawat-e-Islami again in a dream. He sjtte&a- was in the state of veil within 

veil. He s&i gave me some instructions which I couldn’t understand. Almost a 
week has passed since I returned from the Madani Qafilah, I no longer feel the pain in 
my bladder, 




Nineteen Madani pearls regarding Masjid 

1. According to a narration, once a Masjid headed towards the court of Allah to 
complain about the people engaging in worldly conversations inside it. Some angels 
met it on the way and said, ‘We have been sent to ruin them (i.e. the people who 
engage in worldly conversations inside the Masjid).’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadxd), vol. 16, 
PP- 312) 

2. It is narrated that the people who backbite and talk in the Masjid, angels complain 
about them to Allah JmS*- due to the foul smell. (Backbiting is strictly Haram and 
worse than even fornication). 

If these are the detrimental consequences of engaging in permissible worldly 
conversations unnecessarily in the Masjid, then how harmful the impermissible and 
Haram acts in the Masjid would be! (ibid) 

3. A tailor is not allowed to sew clothes in the Masjid; however, he can do so if the 
basic purpose of his stay is to prevent children (from entering the Masjid) and take 
care of the Masjid. Similarly a scribe (writer) cannot do paid work in the Masjid. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamglri, vol. 1, pp. 110) 

4. Do not throw any form of rubbish inside the Masjid. Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Haq 

Muhaddis Dihlvl has reported in ‘ Jazb-ul-Quliib ’ that even a very small 

particle (e.g. splinter etc.) lying in the Masjid causes as much pain to the Masjid as a 
human feels pain when there is a small particle of something in his eye. 


(Jaib-ul-Qulub, pp. 257) 
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5. Spitting, blowing nose, taking out dirt from nose or ear and staining the Masjid 
wall, floor, mat or carpet and breaking pieces off the Masjid’s carpet or mat, are all 
prohibited. 

6. There is no harm in blowing nose with a handkerchief, if necessary. 

7. Do not throw the Masjid rubbish at such a place where it may be desecrated. 

8. If you want to take your shoes with you in the Masjid, take them off and dust them 
off outside before you enter. If there is dust on the soles of your feet then wipe them 
off with something like a handkerchief before entering the Masjid. 

9. After doing Wudu, dry your feet properly in the Wudu area; walking inside the 
Masjid with wet feet dirties the Masjid floor and mats etc. 

Now, some of the Masjid’s manners described by A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 
Maulana Shall Ahmad Raza Khan in his Malfuzat are being presented. 

10. Running or stamping feet in the Masjid is not allowed. 

11. After doing Wudu, do not let a single drop of water drip from your washed body 
parts onto the Masjid floor. (Remember! Letting drops of water drip on to the 
Masjid floor from washed body parts is prohibited). 

12. Whenever you go from one part of the Masjid to the other (for instance, from the 
courtyard of the Masjid to the inner portion or vice versa) place your right foot first. 
If the prayer-mats are laid on the floor of the Masjid, step on them with your right 
foot first and also step off them onto the floor of the Masjid with your right foot (i.e. 
whilst walking, step onto every mat with your right foot first). Likewise, when the 
Khatib (religious orator) steps onto the Mimbar (the pulpit) he should place his 
right foot on it first and he should also step off the Mimbar with his right foot first. 

13. If you sneeze or cough in the Masjid, try to keep the voice as quiet as possible. The 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet JLa^s-sfcjtsSiiii j* disliked the loud voice of sneeze in the 
Masjid. One should also avoid belching. If it is not possible to stop belch, one should 
keep the voice of belch as quiet as possible whether or not he is in the Masjid. Care 
should also be taken in this regard whilst one is present in an Ijtima or before a 
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religious personality. A Hadis states, ‘A man belched in the presence of the Holy 
Prophet He J* said, ‘Keep your belch away from us as 

those who fill their stomachs in the world will remain hungry for a long time in the 
Hereafter.’ (Sharh-us-Sunnah, vol. 7, pp. 294, Hadis 2944) 

One should not make sound while yawning whether he is in the Masjid or anywhere 
else because yawning is the laughing of the devil. Try your best to keep your mouth 
closed (because) when a person yawns the devil spits into his mouth. If yawn does 
not stop, press your lower lip with your upper teeth. If it doesn’t stop either, avoid 
opening your mouth too much and put the back of your left hand on the mouth. As 
yawning is from the devil and Prophets -ini are safe from it, so if you begin to 
yawn, recall that the Prophets never yawned, this thought will instantly 

Stifle the yawn, J&UAfalfCJs&i. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 2, pp. 413) 

14. Joking is already forbidden and is strictly impermissible in Masjid. 

15. Laughing in Masjid is forbidden because it causes darkness in grave; however, there 
is no harm in smiling when appropriate. 

16. Do not throw anything on the Masjid floor, but place it on the floor gently. In 
summer, people often use hand-operated fans and then throw them onto the floor 
of the Masjid, causing sound. (Do not throw cap, shawl etc. and also avoid creating 
sound whilst dusting the Masjid floor with shawl or handkerchief). Some people 
place sticks, umbrellas etc. onto the Masjid floor carelessly producing sounds. This 
is not allowed. Respecting the Masjid is Fard for every Muslim. 

17. Breaking wind in the Masjid is prohibited. Those who are not in I’tikaf are to go 
out, if necessary. Therefore, a Mu’takif should eat less food during I’tikaf and keep 
his stomach rather empty so that he would not have to break wind except at the time 
of defecation. He will not be allowed to leave the Masjid for this (but he can go to 
the toilet area within the Masjid precincts). 

18. Stretching legs towards Qiblah is prohibited everywhere and one should avoid 
doing so towards any direction in a Masjid as it is quite inappropriate at such an 
honourable place. 
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Once Sayyiduna Ibragim Bin Adham was sitting in the Masjid alone, he 

stretched his legs out. Suddenly he heard a voice from a corner of the Masjid ‘Ibrahim! 
Should you sit in this manner in the court of kings?’ He J<ss si' te-a immediately 
pulled his legs back and did not stretch them out again till his death. (Take care 
even when rocking babies/children and putting them to sleep that their legs are not 
towards Qiblah; it is also important to keep this in mind whilst making them relieve 
themselves). 

19. Entering a Masjid with used shoes on is the desecration of the Masjid. (Derived from 
Al-Malfuz, part 2, pp. 377) 


Keep Masajid fragrant 

Mother of the believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah jus tilled has narrated that the 
Holy Prophet J* ordered that Masajid be made at populous places and that 

they be kept clean and fragrant. (Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. i,pp. 197, Hadis 455) 

Air fresheners could cause cancer 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt that building Masajid and keeping them fragrant 
with pure and pleasant fragrance and incense sticks etc. is an act of reward. Avoid lighting 
matchsticks in the Masjid because they smell of gunpowder and it is Wajib to refrain from 
spreading such unpleasant smells in the Masjid. Make it sure that the smell of smoke 
does not enter the Masjid, therefore, burn the frankincense or incense sticks outside the 
Masjid and then bring them inside. It is also important that the incense sticks be placed 
in a large tray or something similar so that its ashes do not fall onto the Masjid’s floor. 

If there is an image of a human or animal on the packet of incense sticks, scratch it 
away. Do not spray Masajid (your homes, cars etc.) with air fresheners as their chemical 
substances spread into the air and reach lungs by inhalation and can cause harm. 
According to a medical research, the use of air fresheners could cause skin cancer. 

Entering Masjid with bad breath is Haram 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should make it a habit to eat less than one’s appetite, i.e. stop 
eating while still hungry. If a person eats in excess and gobbles down different things 
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such as burgers, pizzas, ice cream, cold drinks every now and then, damaging his stomach 
and consequently suffering from the disease of bad breath 1 , he will get into an extremely 
difficult situation as entering the Masjid with bad breath is Haram. Entering the Masjid 
even for offering Salah with Jama’at is also a sin in this state. As most people are not so 
much concerned about their afterlife nowadays, they seem to have become greedy for food. 
Further, the ‘food culture’ has become popular everywhere and resulted in a number of 
people having bad breath. 

Many times, I (i.e. the author) have personally experienced that when someone talks to 
me with his mouth closer to mine, I have to hold my breath due to his bad breath. 
Sometimes, even Imams and Muazzins have the problem of bad breath. If it happens, 
they should instantly take leaves and have treatment for it as entering the Masjid with 
bad breath is Haram. 

Unfortunately, Allah JsA*- forbid, many people suffering from bad breath also do I’tikaf 
in the Masjid. In Ramadan, the number of people with bad breath increases due to stuffing 
themselves with fried and oily foods. The best cure for this problem is to eat simple 
foods less than appetite so that one does not have any digestive problem. It is Wajib to 
protect the Masjid from all foul odours including bad breath. 

Having bad breath makes Salah Makruh 

It is stated in Fatawa Razawiyyah (vol. 7, pp. 384), ‘(For a person to offer Salah at home 
whilst) having bad breath makes the Salah Makruh and to go to the Masjid in such a 
condition is Haram. To cause distress to the people offering Salah is Haram and even if there 
is no one in the Masjid, it distresses the angels. It is stated in a Hadis, ‘Things that cause 
discomfort to humans also cause discomfort to the angels.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 282, Hadis 564) 

Prohibition of entering Masjid after applying smelly ointment 

A’la Hadrat ojkjtsSjdiiias? has stated, ‘The one from whose body such bad smell emanates 
that troubles others, for instance, bad breath, bad smell from the armpits or one who has 
applied sulphur to his body because of itching or has applied any other bad smelling 
ointment or lotion should not be allowed to enter the Masjid.’ ( Fatawa Razawiyyah. (Jadid), 
vol. 8, pp. 72) 


Bad breath or halitosis is a disease in which offensive smell emanates from mouth with breath. 
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Eating raw onions also causes bad breath 

Radish, onion, garlic and every bad smelling thing should not be eaten before going to 
the Masjid as it is impermissible to enter the Masjid whilst having a bad smell from the 
hands and the mouth etc. because it troubles the angels. It is stated in a Hadis that the 
Beloved and Blessed Rasul iissaiii J* has said, ‘Whoever has eaten onion, garlic or 

leek should not come near our Masjid.’ He j* has further said, ‘If he wants 

to eat it, he should remove the smell by cooking it.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 282, Hadis 564) 

‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zarni has stated, ‘It is not 

permissible to eat uncooked garlic and onion in the Masjid or before going to the Masjid 
if the smell exists. This ruling applies to everything which has a bad smell e.g. leek, radish, 
uncooked meat, kerosene oil, the matchstick which produces a bad smell when struck, 
breaking wind etc. The one suffering from bad breath, bad smelling wound or uses medicine 
which has a bad smell is not permitted to enter the Masjid until the smell is removed.’ 
(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 3, pp. 154) 


Avoid sliced onion & its paste 

During the timing of Salah, avoid eating chickpeas with unripe onion-paste, sliced onion, 
pickle and sauce of unripe garlic. Sometimes, fried items also emit a smell of uncooked 
onion and garlic. These should also be avoided before Salah. It is not permissible to bring 
such bad smelling things into the Masjid. 


Prohibition on attending Muslim gatherings with bad smell 

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has said, ‘Do not join the gathering of the Muslims 

and Dars of the Quran in the state of bad breath. Further, do not go in front of Islamic 
scholars and saints (in this state).’ (Mirah, vol. 6, pp. 25) He has further stated, ‘As 

long as the bad smell remains, stay at home. Do not go in the procession or gathering of 
the Muslims. Those who smoke and eat ‘Pan’ (betel leaf) with tobacco and do not gargle 
afterwards should also learn a lesson. Respectable Jurists jks&biMz?* have said that the one 
who suffers from bad breath is exempted from attending the Masjid.’ (Mirah, vol. 6, pp. 26) 
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How is it to eat onion during Salah time? 

Question: The one suffering from bad breath is exempted from attending the Masjid, so 
can a person eat uncooked onion with fried items or the foods that contain raw onion and 
garlic which emit a bad smell just before the Jama’at with the intention of having bad 
breath so that the Jama’at will no longer remain Wajib for him? 

Answer: It is not allowed to do so. One should not eat such salad or food which contains 
uncooked radish, onion or garlic after Salat-ul-Maghrib because the time of Salat-ul-‘Isha 
is close and cleaning the mouth before ‘Isha would be difficult. However, if cleaning the 
mouth before ‘Isha is possible or someone is exempted from attending the Masjid for 
any other reason, for example, women do not have to attend Masjid, or there is enough 
time in Salah and there will be no bad smell by that time, so eating such food is permissible 
in the aforementioned cases. 

A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘No doubt, eating uncooked 

garlic and onion is Halal, but going to the Masjid after eating it is prohibited unless the 
smell is removed. Similarly, near the time of Jama’at, smoking the Huqqafi (i.e. water pipe) 
that causes bad smell which cannot be removed even by gargling is also not allowed as it 
will lead to either missing the Jama’at or entering the Masjid with bad breath, which is 
prohibited and impermissible. By Sharl’ah, every such permissible act that leads to unlawful 
act is prohibited and impermissible.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadld), vol. 25, pp. 94) 

Method of discovering bad breath 

If there is a bad smell in the mouth, using a Miswak and rinsing the mouth is necessary 
unless the smell is removed completely. There is no limit in doing this. It is necessary for 
cigarette and pipe smokers to be cautious about bad breath as they are prone to suffering 
from it. 

Likewise, extreme care is to be taken by those who eat tobacco as it forms a layer in the 
mouth. All of them must use a Miswak and rinse the mouth until the smell is removed 
completely. The smell of mouth can be tested by taking the palm closer to the mouth, 
breathing out three times onto the palm through mouth, and then smelling it immediately. 
The smell of the mouth is hardly felt. The person suffering from bad breath rarely feels 
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his smell himself without this method. If there is bad breath, entering the Masjid is Haram 
and joining Sal ah is not permissible either. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), vol. 1, pp. 623) <5^1 iSs\j 

Cure for bad breath 

If eating anything causes bad breath, eat coriander leaves by chewing them and clean the 
teeth using dry or fresh rose petals. it will be beneficial. If the bad breath is 

due to any stomach problem, one should make a habit of having a light diet which will 
cure many diseases including bad breath, pain in different parts of the body, constipation, 
acidity, warts in the mouth, frequent cough and cold, pain in the throat, gums bleeding 
etc, JmJ*- &i. To eat less than hunger prevents 80% of diseases. (For detailed 

information, study the chapter ‘Excellence of Hunger from Falzan-e-Sunnat). If the greed 
of bodily desires is cured, lots of spiritual and bodily diseases will automatically be cured. 

Madam cure for bad breath 

If this Salat-‘Alan-NabI is recited 11 times in a single breath from time to time, bad breath 
will be removed A better method of reciting it in a single breath is to first 

inhale breath from the nostrils slowly and store as much air in the lungs as possible. 
Now start reciting Salat-‘Alan-NabI. By practicing it for a few times, you will succeed in 
reciting it 11 times in one breath j^JLfeTLidd. Inhaling air through the nose in the same 
method and holding a deep breath for as long as possible and exhaling it from the mouth 
is extremely beneficial to health. 

It should be done whenever one gets the chance preferably in open air. To do this a few 
times daily is more beneficial. Once an old doctor told me (i.e. the author) that he can hold 
his breath for half an hour, or rather, for two hours and he can perform his religious 
invocations and Du’as in this duration. According to that doctor, there are even such 
experts in the world that inhale breath in the morning and exhale in the evening! 
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How far should toilets be made from Masjid? 

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan iy>5Ji was asked, ‘How far should the toilets be from the 
Masjid?’ He replied, ‘Protecting Masajid from bad smells is Wajib. Therefore, 

burning kerosene oil and lighting a matchstick in the Masjid is Haram (as it causes bad 
smell). According to a Hadis, it is not permissible to bring uncooked meat into the Masjid 
despite the fact that the smell of uncooked meat is very slight. (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 413, 
Hadis 748) Therefore, making toilets at such a place from where smell could reach the 
Masjid will be prohibited. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), vol. 16, pp. 232) 

When uncooked meat with slight bad smell is not permissible then uncooked fish will 
definitely be prohibited because of its strong smell. Occasionally, the hand and the mouth 
become smelly while eating it because of the carelessness of the cooks. In such a condition, 
do not go to the Masjid unless the smell is removed. When toilets are being cleaned, bad 
smells spread a lot. Therefore, it is necessary to keep an appropriate distance (between 
the Masjid and washrooms) to prevent bad smells from entering the Masjid. If the door 
of the washroom opens into the precincts of the Masjid, a wall may be made in the place 
of the door and another door may be made that opens outside the Masjid to protect it 
from bad smells.’ 

Develop habit of checking your clothing and so on 

Bringing bad smells into the Masjid is Haram. Furthermore, entrance of the person having 
a bad smell is also Haram. Do not use a toothpick inside the Masjid as those who are not 
in the habit of picking their teeth after every meal have a bad smell in the mouth. A Mu’takif 
should pick his teeth at such a distance even in Fina-e-Masjid that the smell does not 
enter the Masjid. People who have smelly wounds or the patients with a stool-bag or a 
urine-bag should not enter the Masjid. 

Similarly, the bottle of blood or urine taken for a laboratory test and clothes covered in 
blood gushing at the time of the slaughter of the animal cannot be brought in the Masjid 
even if they are wrapped. Jurists <jii5 dL)i have said that bringing impurity in the Masjid 
is not allowed even if it does not make the Masjid’s floor etc. dirty. Likewise, if there’s 
impurity on a person’s body, he is not allowed to enter the Masjid. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 1, 
pp. 614) It is also not permissible to take urine or blood inside the Masjid. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
vol. 1, pp. 614) 
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If a person has pure unpleasant smell that does not spread (for example sweat) he is 
allowed to enter the Masjid because it is hidden underneath the clothing. Similarly, if a 
handkerchief smells bad, do not take it out from the pocket. If a bad smell spreads due to 
removing the turban or cap, do not remove them inside the Masjid. Similarly, if uncooked 
meat or fish is packed in such a manner that no bad smell spreads then it is permissible 
to bring it inside the Masjid. Giving an example of this, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated, ‘However, if the bad smell of kerosene oil is removed in any way, or the oil is 
filled in the lamp in such a manner that bad smell does not spread, then it is permissible 
to bring it inside the Masjid.’ (Fatawa Na’Tmiyyah, pp. 65) 

Every Muslim should take care that his face, body, handkerchief, dress and footwear etc. 
are not smelly. Do not come to the Masjid in such a dirty dress that causes disgust to 
others. Regretfully, fine and expensive dresses are worn on the occasion of meetings with 
worldly officers but no care is taken about cleanliness while going to the court of our 
beloved Allah Before coming to the Masjid one should wear at least such decent 
dress which he wears on the occasion of ceremonies; but the dress should be according 
to Shari’ah and Sunnah. 

Prohibition on bringing children into Masjid 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet Mail J* has said, ‘Save Masajid from children, 

the insane, sale and purchase, quarrels, raising voices, enforcing penalties and drawing 
swords.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 415, Hadis 750) 

It is Haram to bring such a child into the Masjid (that may make the Masjid’s floor impure 
by urinating etc.). Bringing an insane person into the Masjid is also Haram. If there is no 
fear of impurity then it is Makruh. People who take their slippers into the Masjid should 
clean off any impurity beforehand. Walking into the Masjid wearing shoes is the disrespect 
of the Masjid. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 2, pp. 518) 

By Shari’ah, it not allowed to bring small children, the insane (an unconscious person or 
the one captured by a jinn) into the Masjid even for spiritual remedies. A baby cannot be 
brought into the Masjid even if wrapped properly into a piece of clothing etc. If you have 
ever made the mistake of bringing such children into the Masjid, repent instantly and 
make a firm intention of not doing it again. However, it is permissible to bring children 
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into Fina-e-Masjid (for example, the Imam’s room) provided one does not have to pass 
through the actual part of the Masjid. 

Butchers and fish mongers 

As the clothes of butchers and fish mongers smell extremely bad, they should have a 
proper bath, put on a clean dress and apply fragrance before coming to the Masjid. Bathing 
and applying fragrance is not a condition, rather it’s just a suggestion. The thing is, one has 
to remove the bad smell completely. 

Bad smelling sweat due to some foods 

Some foods cause bad smelling sweat. Those who have bad smelling sweat should avoid 
such food. 

Method of cleaning mouth 

Most of those who do not act upon the Sunnah of using Miswak and picking their teeth 
and do not clean their teeth properly due to laziness have the problem of bad breath. Just 
using a Miswak or a toothpick carelessly as a formality is not enough, instead, each and 
every tiny bit of food is to be removed from teeth taking care not to hurt the gums. 
Otherwise, these food crumbs will rot causing bad smell. 

There is another way of cleaning the teeth. After having any food and tea or when you 
are working while sitting, take a mouthful of water and keep moving it inside the mouth. 
This will clean the teeth. Normal water can also be used, but tepid and rather salty water 
will serve as an excellent mouthwash 

(Jp (JUo all! (Jp 


Save beard from bad smell 

Tiny food crumbs often get stuck in the beard, and sometimes, bad smelling saliva also 
goes into the beard, causing smell in it. It’s a Madam suggestion that the beard be washed 
with soap on a daily basis. 
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An easy way to make fragrant oil 

Sometimes, bad smell spreads in the air when someone using mustard oil in hair removes 
his cap or turban. Therefore, if possible, try to use good quality fragrant oil. An easy way 
of making fragrant oil is to put a few drops of your favourite fragrance in the coconut oil 
bottle, and shake it properly (particular essence for making the fragrant oil can also be 
bought from perfume shops). Wash your hair with soap on a regular basis. 

Bath daily, if possible 

If possible, take a bath on a daily basis because it will remove bad smell a great deal and 
this is also beneficial to health (but Mu’takifm should avoid using the bathrooms of the 
Masjid unless it is necessary because there might be a water shortage for Wudu and the 
water motor may also run down, if used repeatedly). 

Method of protecting turban from bad smell 

Some Islamic brothers are very keen to wear a large sized turban but they do not keep it 
clean and, sometimes, unintentionally become a cause of spreading bad smell in the Masjid. 
Therefore, it’s a Madam request that the Islamic brothers using a turban, a head cloth 
(used underneath a turban) or a shawl should wash them once a week or more frequently 
depending upon the weather, otherwise these things smell bad due to dirt, sweat and oil. 
Although one does not notice the smell himself, others may feel disgusted. The reason 
why one does not notice the smell himself is that he has become used to it. 

Which type of turban should be worn? 

To use the turban which is already tied on a hard cap can also cause bad smell. If possible, 
use a thin, soft and light-fabric turban and wear the cap which adheres to the head, as 
wearing this type of cap is also Sunnah. Instead of wearing and taking off the already tied 
turban, tie one fold after another according to Sunnah and unfold it in the same manner. 

By doing so, according to a Hadis, one will be given the reward of one good deed and 
one Nur for each fold and when unfolding (when there is an intention of tying it again) 
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one sin will be forgiven. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. 132-133, Hadis 41126, 41138) aJjliH-s oi, 

The turban will have no bad smell in it because of being repeatedly tied and untied as the 
air will remove smell. Bad smell of sweat can also be removed by putting the turban, head 
cloth, shawl, dress etc. under sunlight. Using fragrance with good intentions can also 
remove bad smells. 

Forty seven intentions of using fragrance 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah has said: ‘The intention 

of a Muslim is better than his deeds.’ (Mu jam Kabir, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) Some intentions 
of applying fragrance are being presented: 

1. I will apply fragrance because it is a Sunnah of the Holy Prophet jUs^tss^jisSaiii j*. 

2. I will recite -ciJI before applying fragrance. 

3. I will recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi while applying fragrance 

4. and A>j <ds ili-l as a gratitude after applying fragrance. 

5. I will please the angels and 

6. Muslims (by fragrance) 

7. If my intellect increases by using fragrance I will gain power to learn Islamic rulings 

and various Sunan (Imam Shafi’i has stated: Intellect increases by using 

fine fragrance). 

8. I will save the Muslims from the sin of backbiting by removing bad smell from my 
clothes etc. (without the permission of Sharl’ah, saying such a sentence as ‘so and so 
person’s clothes or hands or mouth smelt bad’ in his absence is backbiting). 

9. The following intentions can also be made in certain conditions. 

10. I will gain elegance for Salah 

Fragrance can also be used with the intention of honouring the following places/ 
worships/occasions etc. 

11. Masjid, 
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12. Tahajjud, 

13. Friday, 

14. Monday, 

15. Ramadan, 

16. Eid-ul-Fitr, 

17. Eid-ul-Adha, 

18. The night of Milad, 

19. Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi JUs^bsskOtsSiiii j*, 

20. Milad procession, 

21. Night of Mi’raj, 

22. Shab-e-Bara-at, 

23. Giyarhwin, 

24. Razaday, 

25. Dars from the Quran, 

26. Dars from Hadis, 

27. Recitation of the Quran. 

28. Awrad and Wazaif (invocations) 

29. Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 

30. Study of an Islamic book, 

31. Teaching of Islamic education, 

32. Learning of Islamic education, 

33. Writing of an Islamic ruling, 

34. Writing and editing Islamic books, 
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35. Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima, 

36. Ijtima of Zikr and Na’at, 

37. Recitation of Quran in congregation 

38. Dars from Falzan-e-Sunnat, 

39. Call to righteousness, 

40. At the time of delivering a Sunnah-Inspiring speech, 

41. When visiting a scholar, 

42. Mother, 

43. Father, 

44. Pious Muslim, 

45. Murshid 

46. When looking at the blessed hair of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jbsjkjtsfeiiiJ* 
and 

47. When visiting a shrine. 

The more good intentions one makes, the more reward he will attain provided that the 
intention is permissible by Shari’ah, and there is an appropriate occasion as well. If all 
the intentions cannot be made one should make at least two or three of them. 

O Allah Js-sS^! If we have ever brought odour into the Masjid, we repent of this sin and 
make a firm intention not to cause any type of odour in the Masjid in the future. 

O Allah JsAM Give us the ability to keep the Masajid fragrant. O Allah JsA^ enable us to 
purify ourselves from every type of unpleasant smell before entering the Masjid. 

O Allah jsA^! For the sake of the fragrance of the Holy Prophet save us 

from sins and grant us a place in the fragrant neighbourhood of Your Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet in Jannat-ul-Firdaus! 
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Mu’takifin and Fina-e-Masjid 

Dear Islamic brothers! If a Mu’takif enters Fina-e-Masjid, his I’tikaf will not become invalid. 
A Mu’takif can enter Fina-e-Masjid even unnecessarily. The Fina-e-Masjid includes the 
areas within the boundary 1 of the Masjid that are used for the needs of Masjid such as 
the minaret, Wudu area, toilets, bathrooms, any Madrasah that is adjacent to the Masjid, 
rooms for the Imam and Muazzin, place for shoes etc. 

In some cases, rulings of the Masjid are applied in these areas, whereas they are regarded 
out of Masjid in some other cases. For example, a JunubI (the one who must take a ritual 
bath) can enter these areas. Similarly, a Mu’takif can also enter these areas even unnecessarily, 
it will be as if he has stepped into another part of the (actual) Masjid. 


Mu’takif can enter Fina-e-Masjid 

Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah Shaykh Maulana Amjad ‘All A’zami Aji the author of 

Bahar-e-Shanat, has stated: ‘To go to Fina-e-Masjid (which is) the area outside the Masjid 
but is adjacent to it and is used for the need of the Masjid, such as the place where shoes 
are taken off, bathrooms etc., will not invalidate the I’tikaf.’ He has further 

stated: ‘In this case, Fina-e-Masjid is considered a part of the Masjid.’ (Fatawa Amjadiyyah, 
vol. 1, pp. 399) 

The minaret is also included in Fina-e-Masjid. If the path leading to the minaret is within 
the Masjid, a Mu’takif can enter it whenever he wishes, but if the path is outside the Masjid, 
then he can only use it for the Azan because calling the Azan is a Shar’I necessity. 

Fatwa of A’la Hadrat 4 * 4" ^3 

A’la Hadrat has stated, ‘If the Madaris are within the Masjid boundaries and 

there isn’t any path separating them from the Masjid, there is only a wall marking the 
division between them, walking into them will not amount to walking outside the Masjid 
in this case. A Mu’takif can enter these places; it is like any other part of the Masjid.’ 


Nowadays Fina-e-Masjid is also referred to as the Masjid. 
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It is stated in Rad-dul-Muhtar (vol. 3, pp. 436) with reference to ‘ Badai’-us-Sanai ” ‘If a 
Mu’takif climbs the minaret (of the Masjid) his I’tikaf will not become invalid. There is no 
difference of opinion in this matter because the minaret is (considered) inside the Masjid 
(for a Mu’takif). (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 7, pp. 453) 

Did you see! A’la Hadrat Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, 
scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qarl Ash-Shah 
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has declared that it is permissible for a Mu’takif to 

enter the Madaris next to the Masjid (even without necessity) and he has declared these 
Madaris as a part of the Masjid in this respect. 

Walking on roof of Masjid 

As the yard is a part of the Masjid and a Mu’takif is allowed to walk and sit around the 
yard, he can also walk on the roof of the Masjid provided that the way to the roof is inside 
the Masjid. However, if the steps to the roof are outside the Masjid then the Mu’takif 
isn’t allowed to go to the roof. If he does, his I’tikaf will become invalid. It should also be 
remembered that it is Makruh for everyone (whether Mu’takif or not) to go to the roof 
of the Masjid needlessly as this is a sign of desecration. 

When can Mu’takif exit Masjid? 

A Mu’takif can exit the Masjid (boundaries) during I’tikaf due to the following two 
reasons: 

1. Shar’i Needs 

2. Physical Needs 

1. Shar’i needs 

A Shar’i need refers to the need of exiting the Masjid in order to fulfil such a commandment 
or act, declared obligatory by Sharl’ah, which cannot be fulfilled by the Mu’takif staying 
in the I’tikaf area. These include the Salat-ul-Jumu’ah and the Azan etc. 
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Three points regarding Shar’i needs 

1. Even if the path leading to the minaret is outside the Masjid precincts, the Mu’takif 
can walk to the minaret in order to call the Azan as this is a Shar’i need. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 436) 

2. If the Salat-ul-Jumu’ah is not offered in the Masjid where one is performing I’tikaf, 
it is permissible for him to leave the Masjid to offer the Salat-ul-Jumu’ah in such a 
Masjid where Salat-ul-Jumu’ah is offered. The Mu’takif should leave his I’tikaf area 
at such an appropriate time that he could get to the Jami’ Masjid and offer four Rak’at 
Sunnah before the sermon (Khutbah) starts. He can stay after Salat-ul-Jumu’ah for 
as long as four or six Rak’at are offered. If he stays later than this or completes the 
rest of the I’tikaf in that Masjid though his I’tikaf will not become invalid, remaining 
in that Masjid after the Salat-ul-Jumu’ah longer than the amount of time in which 
six Rak’at are offered is Makruh. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 437) 

3. If one performs I’tikaf in such a local Masjid where the Jama at isn’t held he cannot 
leave the Masjid for Jama’at because it is better for him to offer Salah without Jama’at 
in that Masjid. (Jad-dul-Mumtar, vol. 2, pp. 222) 

2. Physical needs 

Physical needs include the necessities which are unavoidable such as defecation, 

urination etc. 

Six points about physical needs 

1. If there is no particular place to relieve oneself within the Masjid precincts, the Mu’takif 
can exit the Masjid for this purpose. (Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 435) 

2. If there is no Wudu area or pond inside the Masjid and it is also impossible to do 
Wudu using a tub etc. inside the Masjid without letting drops of water fall onto the 
(actual) Masjid floor, one can go outside to do Wudu. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 435) 

3. In case of nocturnal emission, if there is neither a bathroom in the Masjid precincts 
nor doing Ghusl is possible in Masjid in any other way, the Mu’takif can go out of 
the Masjid to do ritual Ghusl. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 435) 
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4. If the Mu’takif goes home to relieve himself, he has to return immediately after 

defecation. He is not allowed to stay there. If his house is far from the Masjid and his 
friend’s house is near, it is not necessary for him to go to his friend’s house to relieve 
himself, he can go to his own house. If he has two houses one of which is near, he has 
to go to the near one. Some of the respected scholars have said that going to 

the home that is further away will invalidate the I’tikaf. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 212) 

5. There are usually toilets, bathrooms and Wudu areas within the Masjid precincts to 
facilitate the people who come to offer Salah, therefore the Mu’takif should use them. 

6. In some Masajid the path leading to the toilet, bathroom etc. is outside the Masjid 
boundaries, so the Mu’takif cannot go to these toilets, bathrooms etc. without a 
physical need. 

Acts that invalidate I’tikaf 

Now, the acts which invalidate I’tikaf are being described. In the following account, the 
invalidation of I’tikaf as a result of going out of the Masjid refers to going out of the 
Masjid boundaries completely. 

The mother of the believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah m- 3^ dji has narrated: 
‘A Mu’takif should neither visit a sick person, nor attend a funeral, nor touch a woman, 
nor have intercourse with her nor exit the Masjid for any need except for the ones that 
are unavoidable.’ (Sunan AbTDawud, vol. 2,pp. 492, Hadis 2473) 

Sixteen points about acts that invalidate I’tikaf 

1. To go out of the Masjid precincts even for a single moment for any reason other than 
the foregoing necessities will invalidate I’tikaf. (Maraqil Falah, pp. 179) 

2. Remember! ‘To go out of the Masjid’ means stepping out in such a manner that is 
usually considered stepping out of the Masjid. Sticking only head out of the Masjid 
will not invalidate I’tikaf. (Al-Bahr-ur-Raiq, vol. 2, pp. 530) 

3. To go out of the Masjid without a Shar’I need will invalidate I’tikaf regardless of 
whether it was deliberate, unintentional or by mistake. However, if it was unintentional 
or by mistake it will not be a sin. (Rad-dul-Mulitar, vol. 3, pp. 438) 
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4. If a Mu’takif goes out of the Masjid precincts for a Shar’i need and stays out for 
even a single moment after the fulfilment of his need, I’tikaf will become invalid. 

(Hashiya-tut-TahtawT ‘Alai MaraqT, pp. 703) 

5. As fasting is a condition for I’tikaf, breaking of fast will automatically invalidate the 
I’tikaf regardless of whether or not there was a valid exemption for invalidating the 
fast and whether it was broken deliberately or mistakenly. In all these cases the I’tikaf 
will become invalid. Breaking the fast by mistake implies though one was aware that 
he was fasting, he happened to do such an unintentional act that negates the fast. 
For example, eating after dawn (Subh-e-Sadiq) or breaking the fast before sunset due 
to the premature uttering of Azan or wailing of siren, the fast will become invalid in 
both these cases. Similarly, if water goes down the throat unintentionally while rinsing 
the mouth despite being aware that one was fasting, both the fast and the I’tikaf will 
become invalid. 

6. If the Mu’takif ate or drank something whilst he had forgotten the fast, neither his 
fast nor his I’tikaf will become invalid in this case. 

7. Mu’takif Islamic brothers and sisters should remember the basic principle that all 
such acts that invalidate the fast invalidate the I’tikaf as well. 

8. Copulation (intercourse) will also invalidate the I’tikaf, regardless of whether it was 
deliberate or in a state of forgetfulness, during the day or at night, in the Masjid or 
out of the Masjid, and whether or not ejaculation takes place. I’tikaf will become 
invalid in all these cases. (Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 442) 

9. Kissing and caressing during I’tikaf is impermissible and if it leads to ejaculation the 
I’tikaf will become invalid. If ejaculation doesn’t take place though the I’tikaf will 
not become invalid, it is still impermissible. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 442) 

10. If the Mu’takif exits (the Masjid boundaries) to relieve himself and his creditor stops 
him, his I’tikaf will become invalid. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 212) 

11. If a Mu’takif becomes unconscious or insane and his unconsciousness or insanity 
prolongs to the extent that he is unable to carry out his fast, his I’tikaf will become 
invalid and it will be Wajib for him to make up for it, even if he regains his health 
several years later. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l, pp. 213) 
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12. A Mu’takif can eat and drink inside the Masjid only. If he goes out of the Masjid for 
this purpose, his I’tikaf will become invalid. (Tibym-ul-Haqaiq, vol. 2, pp. 229) While eating 
inside the Masjid, a Mu’takif should take care not to dirty the Masjid floor etc. 

13. If there is no one to bring the Mu’takif food, he can exit the Masjid to bring food, 
but he still has to eat the food in the Masjid. (Ai-Bahr-ur-Raiq, vol. 2, pp. 530) 

14. To go out of the Masjid for the treatment of an illness will invalidate I’tikaf. (Rad-dul- 
Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 438) 

15. If the Mu’takif suffering the disease of sleepwalking, sleepwalks outside the Masjid, 
his I’tikaf will become invalid. 

16. (Allah forbid) If an unfortunate person becomes a Murtad (apostate) during 
I’tikaf his I’tikaf will become invalid and then if Allah d*W blesses him with faith again, 
he does not have to make up for that invalid I’tikaf, because religious apostasy ruins 
all the good deeds performed in the state of Islam. (Durr-e-Mukhtar ma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 437) 

Relief from back pain 

Dear Islamic brothers! Words cannot express the greatness of I’tikaf; and if one is blessed 
with the company of devotees of Rasul during I’tikaf, the blessings and benefits multiply. 
An Islamic brother of ‘Attarabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) gave the following account: I was 
a loafer and had got a dirty mind. Talking about filthy things with my friends and then 
laughing was my favourite pastime. The nuisance of an indecent sin had caused constant 
back pain that was not cured despite different medical treatments. 

Fortunately, some Islamic brothers, who were acquainted with me, insisted me that I join 
them in the collective I’tikaf in the Ramadan of 1426 A.H. (2005). At first, I refused but 
they insisted and so I had to agree. I became a Mu’takif for the last ten days of Ramadan 
(1426) with devotees of Rasul in Memon Masjid (‘Attarabad). It seemed to me as if I had 
entered a new world. The blessings of all five Salah, Sunnah-Inspiring speeches, 
supplications, learning sessions, the compassion and politeness of Islamic brothers, all 
had impressed me beyond measure. 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


742 


j«j£ Jj iUsJl! During the I’tikaf my back pain vanished without any medicines and a 
Madani transformation took place in my heart. I repented of sins, adorned my face with 
the sign of the love of our Beloved Rasul j*, the beard, and began to wear a 

green turban as well, I had the privilege of participating in a 41 day Madani 

Qafilah course and now I am trying to promote the Madani working of Dawat-e-Islami 
in my area. 

jMii-alM-AiSd, Ho ihik dard-e-kamar, Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikdf 
Marz-e- ‘isyan say chuihkara chaho agar, Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

Backache will get cured, Allah willing, do I’tikdf in the Madani environment 
Here is cure for disease of sins, do Ftikafin the Madani environment 




Fast of silence 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
prohibited ‘Saum-ul-Wisal’ and ‘Saum-us-Sukut’, which imply fasting 
constantly without doing Sahari and Iftar and constant silence during fast respectively. 

(Mu snad Imam A ’zam, pp. 110) 

There is a general misconception amongst people that a Mu’takif should seclude himself 
inside a curtain in the Masjid and remain completely silent. In fact, this isn’t correct. One 
should use curtains as it is a Sunnah to perform I’tikaf in a tent, it increases concentration 
as well but there is no harm in doing I’tikaf without a curtain. 

The respected scholars JjusAJbijs^ have said: Remaining silent during I’tikaf and believing 
that it is a form of worship is Makruh TahrimI but if somebody stays silent not considering 
it as a good deed, it does no harm. Remaining silent to avoid indecent speech is excellent, 
because avoiding such speech is Wajib and indulging in it is a sin. Any speech that is 
Mubah (i.e. neither good nor bad) is also Makruh for a Mu’takif. However, if necessary, it 
is permissible. Unnecessary Mubah speech inside a Masjid ruins good deeds as fire ruins 
wood. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 441) 
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Committing sins in I’tikaf 

Misusing eyes, suspicion, insulting someone without a valid reason, lying, backbiting, 
telling-tale, jealousy, laying a false blame, mocking or hurting someone, impolite speech, 
listening to music, abusing, unfair quarrelling, shaving beard or trimming it less than a 
fist-length are all already sins, they will become even more severe sins in a Masjid in the 
state of I’tikaf. Repent of these sins sincerely and give up them for good. (Allah JmS*- 
forbid) Though taking an intoxicant at night during I’tikaf will not invalidate the I’tikaf, 
intoxication is Haram and is a major sin in I’tikaf; repentance is Wajib. 

Seven permissible cases for invalidating I’tikaf 

In all the following cases, I’tikaf will become invalid and one will have to make up for it 
later, but invalidation will not be a sin. 

1. During I’tikaf, if a Mu’takif suffers from such an illness that cannot be treated within 
the Masjid, he is allowed to break the I’tikaf. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 438) 

2. If a person is drowning or burning in the fire, the Mu’takif should go out of the Masjid 
invalidating I’tikaf to rescue him. ( Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 438) 

3. If a general proclamation is made for Jihad (i.e. when it is Fard-e-‘Ayn) break I’tikaf 
and take part in Jihad. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 438) 

4. If a funeral (a dead body) arrives and there is no one to offer the funeral Salah, the 
Mu’takif can break I’tikaf in this case in order to offer it (exiting the Masjid 
boundaries). (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 438) 

5. If the Mu’takif is turned out of the Masjid under coercion, for example, there is an 
arrest warrant against him from the government, it is permissible to break the I’tikaf 
in this case provided it isn’t possible to enter another Masjid instantly. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 438) 

6. The Mu’takif can break the I’tikaf to offer the funeral Salah of a Mahram or his wife 
(but it will be Wajib for him to make up for it). (Hashiya-tut-TahtawT ‘Alai MaraqI, pp. 703) 
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7. If the Mu’takif is a witness in a judicial case and the decision depends on his evidence, 
it is permissible for him to break I’tikaf in order to give evidence and prevent the 
rights of an individual from being violated. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 438) 

Helping needy person and a day’s I’tikaf 

The respected Muhaddisln (scholars of Hadis) jus have narrated the following 

faith-refreshing incident that took place shortly after the apparent demise of the Holy 
Prophet j*. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas was Mu’takif in the 

luminous and merciful atmosphere of the Masjid of Beloved Rasul J*. He 

was approached by an extremely sad man, he politely asked the 

reason for his sadness. The man replied, ‘O son of the uncle of the Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul JUs^bsfeJtsSfiiii J*! I owe money to so and so person.’ Then pointing to the luminous 
tomb of the Noble Prophet he said, ‘I swear by the sanctity of the merciful 

Rasul JUs.jtfbssfejttfiii! j* who is resting in this blessed grave! I am not in a position to pay 
back.’ 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas ujujisgdji said, ‘Shall I intercede for you?’ ‘As you 
wish’ he replied. So Ibn ‘Abbas tsS*i>ioA? instantly came out of the blessed Masjid. The 
man asked surprisingly, ‘Your honour! Have you forgotten your I’tikaf?’ He replied, ‘I 
haven’t forgotten my I’tikaf.’ Then, he looked at the luminous tomb of the Prophet of 
Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah J* and was moved to tears because the 

apparent demise of Beloved Rasul JUs-aWsfcJisSaisij* had recently taken place; memories of 
the Holy Prophet JUs^bsskJtsSiii J* had made him anxious. Then, pointing to the luminous 
tomb of the Holy Prophet bij® he said crying: ‘It is not long ago since I heard 

the Beloved Prophet JUs*!\j<sfejfcS£Ai j* say, ‘To satisfy your brother’s need is better than ten 
years’ I’tikaf, and whoever does a day’s I’tikaf for the pleasure of Allah J«5s He 
shall place three trenches between him and Hell and the distance between these trenches 
will be greater than that of even (the distance between) the east and west.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 3, pp. 424, Hadis 3965) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! «*JL» It is the blessings of a day’s I’tikaf, then how can 
anyone estimate the blessings of the act that is ‘better than 10 years’ I’tikaf?’ This parable 
throws ample light on the importance of helping our Islamic brothers. To comfort 
Muslims is extremely important. A blessed Hadis says, ‘After the obligatory acts, the act 
that is the most pleasing to Allah is to please a Muslim’s heart.’ (Mu jam Kabxr, vol. 11, 
pp. 59, Hadis 11079) 

Really, if we all sincerely try to comfort and sympathise with one another, hatred, enmity 
and jealousy will be replaced by love, peace and brotherhood, but unfortunately, these 
days the Muslims are disgracing, plundering and even killing each other! May Allah Js-sS^ 
enable us to remove hatred and adopt brotherhood! 


Eight Madam pearls regarding acts permissible during I’tikaf 

The following acts are permissible during I’tikaf: 

1. Eating, drinking and sleeping (eat and sleep on your own shawl or mat instead of the 
Masjid’s mats). 

2. Talking about worldly matters, if necessary (but do quietly, do not talk unnecessarily). 

3. Changing clothes in the Masjid, applying ‘Itr and oil to hair or beard. 

4. Trimming beard or hair and combing hair, but make sure that no strands of hair fall 
inside the Masjid while doing these things. Further, be careful not to stain the Masjid 
mats and walls with oil or food. It will be easier to do these things in the Wudu area 
or the Fina-e-Masjid on one’s own mat or shawl. 

5. Examining a patient, suggesting medicines or writing prescriptions inside the Masjid 
without fee. 

6. Learning or teaching the Holy Quran, Islamic knowledge, Sunan and supplications 
inside the Masjid without any fee. 
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7. If necessary, buying or selling things for oneself or family inside the Masjid is 
permissible for a Mu’takif, but he is not allowed to bring any merchandise inside the 
Masjid. However, if it is in small quantity that doesn’t take up much space, it will be 
allowed to do so in this case. This buying and selling is allowed only in case of necessity. 
It will not be permitted if it is aimed at earning wealth, regardless of whether the 
goods are inside the Masjid or outside. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 440) 

8. Washing clothes, pots etc. inside the Masjid is permissible provided that not even a 
single splash of water falls onto the Masjid mats or floor. It can be done properly 
using a large pot. 

In addition to the cases mentioned above, the acts that are basically permissible by 
Sharl’ah, and that are neither prohibited during I’tikaf nor invalidate it and that do 
not desecrate the Masjid either in any way; are all permissible for Mu’takif, but a 
Mu’takif should abstain from unnecessary things. 

Two Ahadls are presented regarding permissible acts for a Mu’takif: 

Mu’takif can take his head out of Masjid 

1. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah has narrated, ‘When the Noble Prophet 

was in I’tikaf he used to take his blessed head out of the Masjid towards 
my room and I would comb his blessed hair and he J* would not enter 

the house except to relieve himself.’ (SahTh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 665, Hadis 2029) 

If Mu’takif exits Masjid he can console a sick person whilst walking 

2. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah has narrated, ‘Whenever the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet walked past a sick person in the state of I’tikaf he 

Jfcfoiii J* would enquire about his health without stopping and without moving 
to one side of the path.’ (Sunan Abl Dawiid, vol. 2,pp. 492, Hadis 2472) 

Dear Islamic brothers! This blessed Hadis clarifies that when the Prophet of mankind, 

the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs«db«kjtss*i>i J* came out 
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of the Masjid during his I’tikaf for a Shar’i or physical need and walked past a sick person 
he JUs-dbsskJtrffihiJ* would neither move to the other path nor stop to console the sick 
person, but rather, he 3 Jtss &i>i j* would enquire about his health whilst walking. 
Whenever a Mu’takif Islamic brother exits the Masjid precincts due to any lawful reason 
he should not remain outside the Masjid unnecessarily even for a single moment. Doing 
Salam, talking or consoling someone whilst walking past him is permissible; but if Mu’takif 
stops or takes another path for any of these reasons, his I’tikaf will become invalid. 


I’tikaf of Islamic sisters 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah Jts &h\ has narrated, ‘The Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummak JUs*!bsSkJtss*i>i J* would do I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan 
until his (apparent) demise took place, and then his chaste wives used to do I’tikaf.’ 

(SahTh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 664, Hadis 2026) 


Islamic sisters should also do Ftikaf 

Islamic sisters should also gain the privilege of doing I’tikaf. The modest Islamic sisters 
usually spend their time at homes because wandering around the streets and markets in 
the state of immodesty (without a veil) is a trait of the shameless women. So it is probably 
not so hard for modest Islamic sisters to do I’tikaf, and even if it seems slightly difficult, 
it does not matter. Ramadan doesn’t come every day, and it’s only a matter of ten days. 

Islamic sisters do I’tikaf in their Masjid-e-Bayt (details will follow). ‘Masjid-e-Bayt’ is a 
very small space and therefore it reminds them of the grave. If sitting in one corner of the 
house despite the presence of daughters, sons and other relatives is hard, how will you be 
able to spend thousands of years alone in your grave, if Allah J«5*- and His Beloved 
Prophet JUs-jdbsskJtsSsii J* are displeased with you. If you do I’tikaf in your house for ten 
days and if Allah gets pleased with you due to its blessings, all the veils between 
your grave and Madlna-tul-Munawwarah may be lifted. Therefore, every Islamic sister 
should gain the privilege of doing I’tikaf at least once in their lives. 
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Twelve Madam pearls for Islamic sisters 

1. Islamic sisters can perform I’tikaf in Masjid-e-Bayt only, not in the Masjid. The 
Masjid-e-Bayt is the portion of the house a woman specifies for Salah. It is Mustahab 
for Islamic sisters to specify a particular area of their homes for offering Salah and 
to keep it clean and pure. It is better that this area be a little raised like a terrace. 
Islamic brothers should also specify a particular place in their homes for offering 
their Nawafil as it is better to offer Nawafil at home. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 3, pp. 429) 

2. If an Islamic sister has not specified a particular place in her home for Salah, then 
she cannot perform I’tikaf. However, if she specifies a place for Salah at the time of 
intending to do I’tikaf she can do it within that specified area. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul- 
Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 429) 

3. An Islamic sister cannot do I’tikaf in someone else’s house. 

4. It is not permissible for a wife to do I’tikaf without her husband’s permission. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 429) 

5. If the wife has started I’tikaf with her husband’s permission but the husband wants 
to prevent her later on (during the I’tikaf), he cannot do so. If he does, it is not Wajib 
for the wife to obey him. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 211) 

6. It is also a prerequisite for Islamic sisters not to be experiencing menses or post 
natal bleeding because it is Haram to offer Salah, fast and recite the Holy Quran in 
this State. (Common books) 

The maximum period of post natal bleeding is 40 days and 40 nights. If the bleeding 
continues even after 40 days and nights, it indicates an illness. Therefore, Islamic sister 
should take ritual bath and start offering Salah and fasting. 

A common misconception amongst Islamic sisters is that they assume that post 
natal bleeding period is (always) forty days, whereas this is not correct. The Shar’I ruling 
is that even if the bleeding stops within a single day, or even if it stops immediately 
after the delivery, post natal bleeding will be considered to have ended in this case 
and thus the Islamic sister should perform Ghusl and start Salah and fast. 
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The minimum period for menses is three days and nights while its maximum period 
is ten days and nights. As soon as the bleeding stops after three days and nights 
Islamic sister should do Ghusl instantly and start offering Sal ah and fast 1 . If the 
bleeding continues even after ten days and nights, it is an illness. Therefore, as soon 
as ten days and nights pass, Islamic sister should do Ghusl and start offering Sal ah 
and fasting. 

7. Before starting the Sunnah I’tikaf Islamic sisters should consider whether their menses 
is going to start during the last ten days of Ramadan or not. If menses may start they 
shouldn’t start the I’tikaf. 

8. If a woman experiences her menses during I’tikaf her I’tikaf will become invalid. 
(Badai’-us-Sanaivol. 2, pp. 287) In this case, it is Wajib for her to make up for the only 
day her I’tikaf became invalid. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 500) 

After attaining ritual purity from menses, she should do I’tikaf for one day with the 
intention of Qada. If some days of Ramadan are still left, she can make up for it in 
Ramadan as well. In this case the fast of Ramadan will be sufficient. If she doesn’t 
want to make up for it in Ramadan or Ramadan had ended when she attained purity, 
then she can do it any other day except on Eid-ul-Fitr and from the 10 th to the 13 th 
of Zul-Hijjah because fasting in these five days is Makruh Tahriml. (Durr-e-Mukhtar 
ma’ Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 391) 

The method of Qada is to enter the Masjid-e-Bayt at sunset (it is safer to enter a few 
minutes before sunset) with the intention of making up for the invalidated I’tikaf and 
remain there until the sunset of the next day. Fasting is a condition for this Qada. 

9. It is not permissible to leave the place of I’tikaf without Shar’I needs. Islamic sisters 
cannot go to any other portion of the house either. I’tikaf will become invalid if they 
do so. 

10. The rulings which apply to Islamic brothers regarding leaving the place of I’tikaf 
also apply to Islamic sisters. In other words, Islamic sisters can leave the place of 
I’tikaf for the same needs for which Islamic brothers are allowed to come out of the 


1 There are details here for married women, they should read part-2 of Bahar-e-Shari’at. 
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Masjid. Likewise, they are not allowed to leave their place of I’tikaf for the acts that 
men aren’t allowed to leave the Masjid for. 

11. During I’tikaf, Islamic sisters can sew and knit staying in their place of I’tikaf. They can 
also instruct others to do household chores but they cannot leave the place of I’tikaf. 

12. During I’tikaf, it is better to focus completely on reciting the Holy Quran, Zikr, 
Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, Tasblhat, religious studies, listening to cassettes of Sunnah-Inspiring 
speeches and other acts of worship. Avoid spending time in other activities 
unnecessarily. 

Method of Qada I’tikaf 

Dear Islamic brothers! If you started I’tikaf for the last ten days of Ramadan but it became 
invalid (due to some reason) you do not have to make up for all ten days. Instead, you 
have to make up for the only day the I’tikaf became invalid. 

If the days of Ramadan are still left, you can make up for it in the remaining days of 
Ramadan. If Ramadan has ended, you have to make up for it another day with fast except 
the day of Eid-ul-Fitr and from the 10 th to 13 th of Zul-Hijjah because fasting in these days 
is Makruh Tahrlml. 

The method of Qada is to enter the Masjid any day at sunset (it is safer to enter a few 
minutes before the sunset) with the intention of making up for the broken I’tikaf and 
remain there until the sunset of the next day. Fasting is a condition for this Qada. 

Fidyah (expiation) for I’tikaf 

If somebody did not make up for the broken I’tikaf despite having the opportunity to do, 
and now he is on his deathbed, it is Wajib for him to make a will to his heirs to pay a 
Fidyah (expiation) in exchange for the I’tikaf. Even if he didn’t make the will it is still 
permissible to pay Fidyah provided his heirs give permission to pay it. (Al-Fatawa Al-Hindiyyah, 
vol. 1, pp. 213) 

Paying Fidyah is not difficult. What you have to do is to give one Sadaqah-e-Fitr (i.e. 
1.920 kilograms of wheat or money equivalent to its value) to someone who is entitled to 
receive Zakah, with the intention of paying the Fidyah of I’tikaf. 
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Repentance of breaking I’tikaf 

If the I’tikaf was broken due to a valid exemption or by mistake, it is not a sin, but breaking 
it deliberately without a valid exemption is a sin. Therefore, one must repent in addition 
to making up for it. 

It is Wajib to repent whenever a sin is committed. One should repent instantly without 
any delay because death can come anytime. Gently slapping one’s cheeks a few times isn’t 
repentance. Instead, one should mention the sin he has committed and humbly seek 
forgiveness from Allah Js-A*- with remorse and make a firm intention never to commit 
that sin again. One of the conditions of repentance is to have resentment towards the sin 
in heart. 

Boss of famous band repents 

Many people who were previously wicked and impious are now leading their lives 
following the Sunnah of Beloved and Blessed Rasul JUs<jdb«fc J* owing to the blessing 
of joining the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Here is a faith-refreshing description 
of such an incident: In Mandsoor (M.P. India) there was a very famous band a young 
man used to run. As a result of the individual effort of an Islamic brother, that young 
man did I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan in 1426 A.H. in the company of devotees 
of Rasul. During I’tikaf he heard about the harms of sins, which softened his heart. The 
company of devotees of Rasul affected him so much that he repented of his sins. He 
made the intention of growing a beard and travelling with a Madam Qafilah for 30 days 
in the company of devotees of Rasul. JkiizAiXzsJil He has given up his sinful and Haram 
profession of playing music. 

(Jp (JUo alll Jl c-JLskl (Jp 


Necessary things for Mu’takif 

1. A curtain (green would be nice) with some strings and safety pins for concentration 
and protection of things, 

2. Kanz-ul-Iman 

3. Needle and thread 
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4. Scissors 

5. Tasbih 

6. Miswak 

7. Kohl 

8. Bottle of oil 

9. Comb 

10. Mirror 

11. ‘Itr (perfume) 

12. Two dresses 

13. Tahband (i.e. a piece of cloth used to cover the lower part of the body) 

14. Turban with a cap and head cloth 

15. Glass 

16. Plate 

17. Bowl (a clay bowl would be nice) 

18. Cup and saucer 

19. Thermos 

20. Eating mat 

21. Toothpicks 

22. Towel 

23. Bucket and mug (for doing Ghusl) 

24. Handkerchief 

25. Knife 

26. Pen 

27. A Qufl-e-Madinah pad for talking by writing so that the habit of unnecessary 
speaking is avoided. 

28. Falzan-e-Sunnat and other Islamic books (according to one’s needs). 

29. Madam In’amat booklet 
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30. Notepad (diary) 

31. If necessary, valueless pieces of cloth (which one can get from a tailor) or tissue paper 
for drying private parts after defecation or urination. 

32. A sleeping mat. It is not permissible to bring such a mat from which splinters fall and 
spread into the Masjid. 

33. A pillow, if necessary 

34. A shawl or blanket to cover oneself 

35. A shawl for observing veil within veil 

36. Tablets for headache, cold, fever etc. 

Madani suggestion: Mark your things (with the picture of something like moon, star etc.) 

so that you can recognise them easily if they get mixed up with other peoples’ things. Do 

not write your name or initials on your shawl because it will probably be disrespected. 

(There are some examples of symbols on the last page of this chapter ‘Blessings ofl’tikaf). 

Fifty Madani pearls of I’tikaf 

1. A Mu’takif must enter the Masjid with the intention of performing I’tikaf before the 
sunset on the 20 th of Ramadan. If he enters the Masjid even a single moment after 
the sunset, the Sunnah of performing the I’tikaf of the last ten days of Ramadan will 
remain unfulfilled. 

2. If someone enters the Masjid before the sunset on 20 th Ramadan with the intention 
of I’tikaf and then walks into the Fina-e-Masjid, for example, the Wudu area or toilets, 
situated within the Masjid precincts and then the sun sets whilst he was still in 
Wudu area or toilet, this will not invalidate I’tikaf, and there is no harm in doing so. 

3. Though it is permissible for a Mu’takif to greet someone, to reply to his greeting or 
to talk to him whilst going to the toilet, if the Mu’takif stops even for a single moment, 
his I’tikaf will become invalid. However, there is no harm in stopping if the toilet is 
within the Masjid boundaries. 
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4. If the Mu’takif goes to the toilet but it is occupied beforehand, he does not have to 
come back into the Masjid to wait, he can wait outside the toilet. 

5. After urination, a Mu’takif can do Istibra outside the Masjid 1 , if necessary. (After 
urinating, if one suspects that a drop of urine will be discharged, it is Wajib for him 
to do Istibra, which implies doing such an act after urination that will cause the 
remaining drop of urine to be discharged. Istibra can be done by ambling, stamping 
foot with force on the ground, pressing left foot onto the right one or vice versa, 
descending from a high place downwards, walking upwards, clearing throat or lying 
on left side. One should do Istibra until one is satisfied. Some scholars have said that 
the one doing Istibra should walk forty steps, but the correct verdict is that one 
should walk until he is satisfied. This ruling of Istibra is for men only. If women 
[suspect that a drop of urine has remained which will be discharged] they should 
wait a short while after urinating and then have purity. (Bahar-e-Sharfat, part 2, pp. 115) 
During Istibra, keep the clod of earth at the tip of the penis, if necessary. Doing 
Istibra is like urinating, so neither greet anyone nor talk. Facing or making the 
back face Qiblah is Haram during Istibra just as it is Haram whilst urination and 
defecation). 

6. If the toilets outside the Masjid are extremely filthy and one feels disgusted by using 
them, there is no harm for the Mu’takif in going home to relieve himself in this case. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 435) 

7. If a Mu’takif exits the Masjid boundaries and the creditor stops him, his I’tikaf will 
become invalid. 

8. The Mu’takif should lay his own dining mat when eating. Make sure the Masjid floor 
or mats are not stained. 

9. Never touch the Masjid walls or mats with dirty or oily hands nor stain them with 
saliva. Similarly, do not stain them with dirt from ears or nose. Don’t stain the walls 
or floor of the Fina-e-Masjid with Pan (betel) etc. Take part in cleaning the Masjid. 
If possible, each Mu’takif should keep a plastic bag in his pocket to pick up fallen 

1 Here, ‘Outside the Masjid’ implies outside the main Masjid but within the Fina-e-Masjid. 
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hair and splinters etc. and put them in the plastic bags. Here is a Hadis in this 
regard: 

The Holy Prophet JU5«tfk<sis jisSsfai j* has said, ‘If anyone removes something painful 
from the Masjid, Allah J«5£ will make a house for him in the Heaven.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, 
vol. 1, pp. 419, Hadis 757) 

10. Avoid pulling out threads or fluff from the mats and breaking off splinters from the 
mats of the Masjid (keep this in mind everywhere). 

11. Don’t give any money etc. to beggars in Masjid because begging in the Masjid is 
Haram and it is prohibited to give them anything inside the Masjid. A’la Hadrat 

has said: If someone gives one penny to a beggar in the Masjid he should 
give seventy pence as charity (Sadaqah) in expiation. (Don’t give this Sadaqah to a 
beggar in the Masjid). (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), vol. 16, pp. 418) 

12. There is no harm in taking only one foot out of the Masjid. 

13. There is no harm in sticking both hands and head out of the Masjid either. 

14. If a Mu’takif comes out of the Masjid by mistake, but then comes back into the Masjid 
instantly as soon as he recalls I’tikaf, his I’tikaf will become invalid. 

15. If a Mu’takif suffers from such an illness that can only be treated outside the Masjid, 
though he can exit the Masjid for treatment in this case, his I’tikaf will become invalid. 
However, invalidating it will not be a sin. He must make up for that one day. 

16. If there is no one to bring the Mu’takif food and water, he can exit the Masjid for 
this purpose, but he has to eat and drink inside the Masjid. 

17. Allah JmS*- forbid, if any unfortunate person utters a statement of unbelief and 
becomes a Murtad (apostate) his I’tikaf will become invalid. He must renew his faith, 
i.e. to repent of the statement of unbelief and recite Kalimah of Shahadah. (He should) 
renew his Bay’at, and if he is married, he must renew his Nikah. He is not required 
to make up for his I’tikaf because religious apostasy ruins all previous good deeds. 
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18. Allah J«5£ forbid, if a Mu’takif takes an intoxicant or shaves his beard, a blessed and 
holy Sunnah, then despite the fact that both of these acts are already Haram and 
even greater sins inside the Masjid, his I’tikaf will not become invalid. 

19. It is quite permissible for a Mu’takif to trim his beard or hair (according to Sharl’ah 
and Sunnah) or apply oil to his hair or beard, provided he carefully does it sitting on 
his own piece of cloth. He must neither stain the Masjid mats with oil nor let strands 
of hair fall on them. 

20. A Mu’takif can study books of a religious MadrasaL 

21. At night, a Mu’takif can study religious books using the Masjid lights for as long as 
the lights are normally turned on. If he wants to use lights later than usual timings, 
he should approach the Masjid committee or administration and offer them an 
appropriate amount for consuming Masjid’s electricity. 

22. Avoid reading newspapers in the Masjid as they are usually full of images of living 
beings, and even films advertisements. 

23. If someone steals the shoes of a Mu’takif or those of any other Islamic brother and 
runs away, the Mu’takif cannot exit the Masjid to catch him. If he does so, his I’tikaf 
will become invalid. 

24. If there are several floors in the Masjid and the stairs to the upper floors are within 
the Masjid precincts, the Mu’takif can freely go to the upper floors as well as the 
roof. However, climbing onto the roof of the Masjid unnecessarily is Makruh and 
disrespect of the Masjid. 

25. If a Mu’takif wants to listen to the cassettes of Sunnah-Inspiring speeches and Na’ats 
he should use his own batteries in his cassette player. If he wants to listen to cassettes 
using Masjid’s electricity, it is better to estimate the total amount of electricity he 
has used and pay for it (at the end) with a bit extra to the committee. The Mu’takif 
should be careful not to disturb the worshipping or resting people while listening to 
cassettes. 

26. If the Masjid ceiling etc. collapses or someone turns the Mu’takif out of the Masjid 
he should instantly go to any other Masjid and continue his I’tikaf over there. His 
I’tikaf will still be valid. 
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27. During I’tikaf, a Mu’takif should spend as much time as possible offering Nafl Salah, 
reciting the Holy Quran, Zikr, Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, studying, learning and teaching 
Sunan and supplications. 

28. If a Mu’takif uses a curtain in the Masjid for I’tikaf he should not take up a large 

space of the Masjid so that the people offering Salah would not be inconvenienced. 
A’la Hadrat has said: It is strictly forbidden to keep things that reduce the 

space for Salah in the Masjid. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadld), vol. 8, pp. 97) 

29. Keep the Masjid clean from all types of uncleanness, dirt, dust etc. 

30. Strictly avoid making a noise, laughing, joking etc. in the Masjid as it is a sin to do so. 

31. A Mu’takif leaves his house and heads to the Masjid in order to earn reward but it 
should not happen that he returns with a heap of sins. So beware, don’t utter even a 
single word in the Masjid unnecessarily. Strictly apply Madam guard to your tongue. 

32. Mu’takifln Islamic brothers should make available all necessary items beforehand in 

the Masjid so that they don’t have to borrow anything from anyone, as asking someone 
for something isn’t nice. Some of the blessed companions used to avoid 

it so much that if even a whip of theirs would fall on the ground and they’d be on 
horse, they wouldn’t say, ‘Brother! Will you pass me that whip’ rather they would 
dismount the horse and retrieve it themselves. 

33. In the presence of other people, recite the Holy Quran in low voice so that they 
would not be disturbed. 

34. If other Islamic brothers are also doing I’tikaf in the Masjid where you are Mu’takif, 

then ensure that you fulfil the rights of companionship in every possible manner. 
Serve other Mu’takifln wholeheartedly. Try your best to fulfil their requirements 
and demonstrate a polite, sincere and self-sacrificing attitude. There is great reward 
of self-sacrifice for others. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* has said, 

‘Allah JisSi- forgives the person who gives someone else the thing he needs for himself.’ 
(Ithaf-us-Sddat-il-Muttaqm, vol. 9, pp. 779) 

35. Try to teach other Mu’takifln the supplications and Sunan you know, as it is not 
often that one gets such an easy opportunity of earning a treasure of reward. 
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36. During I’tikaf, try to practice as many Sunnahs as possible, for example use a mat, 
clay pots etc. 

37. Act upon Madani In’amat and fill in the Madani In’amat booklet. Make a permanent 
habit of doing so. 

38. Avoid sleeping on the Masjid floor and mats because there is a risk of them being 
stained by sweat, hair oil or being impure in case of nocturnal emission. Therefore, 
do bring your own mat with you. This will give you a chance to practice the Sunnah 
of sleeping on a mat, and the mats of the Masjid will also not get stained. 

39. If you don’t have your own mat, lay down at least your own shawl. 

40. Sleep in the state of veil within veil whether you are in the Masjid or at home or 
anywhere else. If possible, make a habit of wrapping one shawl around trousers and 
cover yourself with another one because sometimes there is extreme unveiling whilst 
sleeping despite wearing clothes. 

41. Two Islamic brothers should never sleep using the same pillow or in the same 
blanket/shawl etc. 

42. Similarly, avoid sleeping with your head on someone’s thigh or lap, as it may invite 
objections. 

43. When you hear about the appearance of the moon of Eid-ul-Fitr on the 29 th of 
Ramadan or when the sun sets on the 30 th , don’t run out of the Masjid as if you’ve 
just been released from prison. As soon as you hear the news of the departure of 
Ramadan your heart should fill with grief. The Holy month has departed from us, 
bid farewell to Ramadan with tears in your eyes. 

44. At the end of the I’tikaf shed tears and seek forgiveness from Allah J«5£ for your 
shortcomings, mistakes and all acts of desecrating the Masjid. Make Du’a with extreme 
humility for the acceptance of your I’tikaf and the I’tikaf of every Islamic brother 
and sister of the entire world and for the forgiveness of the entire Ummah. 

45. Apologize to each other for the violation of rights. 

46. If possible, offer gifts to the servants of the Masjid in order to please them. 
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47. Thank the administration of the Masjid for their cooperation. 

48. If possible, spend the night of Eid-ul-Fitr in worship, or at least offer the ‘Isha and 
Fajr Salah with Jama at, JLitet-add you will be rewarded for worshipping the entire 
night, as stated in a Hadis. 

49. Try to spend the night of Eid in Nafl I’tikaf in the same Masjid where you did the 

Sunnah I’tikaf. Sayyiduna Imam Jalaluddln Suyuti Shafi’i has narrated 

that Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham has said: Our saints Jks&biip*? would 

like to spend the night (of Eid-ul-Fitr) in the Masjid so that they would begin their 
day (of Eid-ul-Fitr) in the Masjid. Sayyiduna Imam Malik mentions that 

our pious saints didn’t return to their homes until they had offered Eid 

Salah with people. (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 1, pp. 488) 

50. Avoid spending the blessed moments of Eid in markets. Allah js-sS^ forbid, don’t 
turn the day of Eid in to a day of Wa’id (warning) by spending it in amusement parks, 
cinemas and theatres where there is the intermingling of men and women. 

Devotees of Rasul changed my life 

The Mu’takifin attending the collective I’tikaf held under the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami, 
a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, should travel with 
Madam Qafilahs in the company of devotees of Rasul on the night of Eid or after spending 
the whole night in the Masjid. They will see its blessings for themselves. If 

one spends Eid with modern friends in a sinful environment he may well lose the 
spirituality of the I’tikaf. Here is a faith-refreshing Madam blessing about a Madam Eid 
Qafilah. A young Islamic brother from Lines Area, Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi has stated: 

In my early life, I was a modern guy who did not offer even Salah. I was wasting the 
precious moments of my life in heedlessness and sins. In the month of Ramadan 1423 
A.H., making individual effort, an Islamic brother persuaded me to take part in the 
Sunnah-Inspiring collective I’tikaf being held in Faizan-e-Raza Masjid (Lines Area). I 
agreed to take part in the I’tikaf and sought permission from my family and then I did 
I’tikaf for the last ten days of Ramadan. During the ten days of the I’tikaf I gained many 
blessings in the company of devotees of Rasul and I made a firm intention to offer Salah 
steadfastly for the rest of my life. Apart from repenting of other sins, I repented of the 
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sin of shaving my beard as well. I began to wear green turban and made the intention to 
wear clothing according to the Sunnah. 

On the second day of Eid, I travelled with a Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah of the 
devotees of Rasul. My love for Dawat-e-Islami intensified due to the blessings of this 
journey. Now, I wish I remain associated with the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami 
until death. I am no longer fond of fashion. The company of devotees of Rasul 

during the I’tikaf and journey with the Madani Qafilah completely changed my life. 
Moreover, by the grace of Allah J«5s at present I am serving the Sunnah in my area as 
the responsible of Madani In’amat. 

(Jp (JUu ahl J xs c-JLiM ^ l^Lszs 


Look after your belongings 

Thousands of Islamic brothers who are associated with Dawat-e-Islami take 
part in collective I’tikaf every year at different Masajid of the world. I want to draw the 
attention of all such Islamic brothers towards an important matter. If your belongings 
accidentally mix with someone else’s, so it is prohibited and a sin to use them even though 
they look like yours. Therefore, Mu’takifin (the students of Madrasah and everyone else) 
should mark their belongings which can be mixed with others. I have provided some 
symbols as a guide (at the end of this chapter). 

(Don’t write your name or the letters of any language such as A and B on your sandals, 
shawl etc. If possible, remove the company label as well so that the alphabets would not 
be disrespected when you place foot on them. One should respect the letters of every 
language. For further details on this topic, please refer to the chapter of Falzan-e-Sunnat 
entitled Blessings of*!) I^j). 

Causes of illness during I’tikaf 

j«j£ AiCyisS\\ Sag-e-Madlnah has had the privilege of spending ample time with 
Mu’takifin for many years. I have happened to see many ill Islamic brothers during I’tikaf. 
‘Carelessness in eating’ has turned out to be the main cause of Mu’takifin’s illness. Relatives 
and friends of the Mu’takifin bring them delicious meals, sweet dishes, fried items, pizzas, 
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sour sauces and foods from marketplace for Sahari etc. and some Mu’takifm gobble down 
the food without even chewing it properly yielding to greed without pondering over the 
consequences. Resultantly, this leads to constipation, wind problem, stomach-pain 
indigestion, diarrhoea, vomiting, fatigue, flu, fever, headaches and other body pains. These 
Islamic brothers leave their homes for I’tikaf enthusiastically to worship abundantly but 
they fall ill as a result of excessive eating. Sometimes, it is observed that the congregational 
Salah begins but these pitiable Islamic brothers remain lying in the Masjid due to 
headaches and fever. 


Na samajh bimar ko amrat bhi zahr amayz hay 
Sach ye hi hay saw dawa kl alk dawa parhayz hay 

For the unwise patient even elixir is toxin 
The truth is that abstinence is best medicine 

Benefits of food precautions 

jUsSi Thousands of Islamic brothers do I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan in 

Falzan-e-Madlnah, Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi, the global Madam Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. 
As a result of my constant requests to avoid the use of clarified butter, fried items and to 
reduce the amount of oil and spices, some useful changes have taken place, decreasing the 
number of patients during I’tikaf. I wish these precautions be implemented not only in 
every Masjid where I’tikaf is carried out but also in every home. 

I hold Muslims’ health dear 

jaii. Ai&jisS\\ In addition to the spiritual reform of the Muslims, I desire their physical 
health as well. I wish all Mu’takifm follow my suggestions by eating less than their hunger 
and by avoiding untimely meals and different things so that they could remain fit and 
healthy enough to worship Allah Jm 3^, learn Islamic knowledge and travel with Sunnah- 
Inspiring Madam Qafilahs of devotees of Rasul at the end of the collective I’tikaf at the 
night of Eid. If you follow my suggested precautions about eating throughout your life, 
you will live a happy life and remain safe from doctors’ fees and medicine expenses 
Jjtet_add. (Please read the meal timetable and health tips in the Maktub-e-‘Attar in 
the chapter of Faizan-e-Sunnat entitled ‘Islamic Manners of Eating). 
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One of the reasons for being interested in your health is that it will increase your fervour 
for worshipping and the enthusiasm to travel with Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilahs 
Jif-sjiaiikTLicji. If you are healthy you will easily be able to offer your Salah, practice the 
Sunnah and serve your parents and family. If you carry out these good deeds following 
my suggestions, I will also earn great reward jwJtdJidLa&i. 

Praying for long life of tyrant 

May Allah guide those Muslims who have drifted away from Salah and Fard 
worships, who oppress other Muslim brothers and commit different sins flagrantly. The 
good health of such people often results in the increase of sins. Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna 
Imam Muhammad Ghazall jdisd has stated, ‘If someone makes Du’a for the long 
life of sinners and oppressors it is as if he likes disobedience to Allah on the earth.’ 
(Ayyuhal Waladu ma’ Majmu'ah Rasail, pp. 266) 

However, it is permissible to make Du’a for such oppressors and sinners’ long lives and 
good health with the Du’a that they give up cruelty and sins. For an excellent piece of 
advice about precautions of eating, please read the chapter of Faizan-e-Sunnat entitled 
‘Excellence of Hunger." 

Desiring well-being of Muslims is act of piety 

Sayyiduna Jarir Bin ‘Abdullah has said that I made a Bay’at (promise) with the 

Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah to offer my daily Salah, 

give my yearly charity (Zakah) and benefit my fellow Muslims (i.e. I will desire their well- 
wishing).’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 48, Hadis 97) 

I have presented some Madani Pearls on how to remain healthy with the 
blessed intention of earning reward as suggesting something useful to Muslims is also a 
good deed. If you desire a healthy life just for the enjoyment of worldly pleasures, then 
stop reading this account. If, however, you intend to have good health so that you could 
carry out worship and preach Sunnah, then read this letter completely making good 
intentions for earning reward in the Hereafter. Recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI and read on with 
good intentions: 



jp JliS all! 
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May Allah J*As- forgive me, you, our family and the entire Ummah! May He Js-As- bless 
us with health and prosperity so that we may consistently serve Islam staying associated 
with Dawat-e-Islami! May Allah j*A*- remove all our diseases and make us a devotee of 
Madlnah! 

Attention kebab and samosa eaters! 

Those who eat kebabs and samosas from the marketplace and in get-togethers should 
take note. Most of the people that sell kebabs and samosas often do not wash the mince 
they use. According to them, the taste of the kebabs and samosas reduces if the mince is 
washed. Further, listen to what is put into mince purchased from the markets. Some remove 
the skin from the guts of a cow and mix either spleen or, sometimes, Allah Js-A*- forbid, 
congealed blood with guts that is minced so that the white flesh of the guts becomes pink 
in colour resembling meat. At times, the sellers have garlic, ginger etc. grinded with the 
mince which can no longer be washed. Spices are mixed and the same mince is used in 
the kebabs and samosas which are then sold. There is a risk of the same type of unclean 
mince in hotels and restaurants as well. 

Therefore, don’t buy even pakoras from these people that sell these impure kebabs and 
samosas as the pakoras are also fried in the same fryer in which the unclean mince is put 
in. However, Allah JsAs- forbid, I do not mean to say that all kebab and samosa sellers do 
such acts nor every kebab and samosa seller uses unclean mince. Definitely, mince of pure 
and clean meat is also available. My request is that mince, kebabs or samosas should be 
bought from a trustworthy Muslim, and the Muslims who do such fraudulent acts should 
repent and seek forgiveness. 

Doctors’ views about kebabs and samosas 

We eat kebabs, ShamI kebabs, samosas, pakoras, fish, fried chicken, pizzas, omelettes etc. 
with enjoyment but very few are aware of the damage and fatal diseases these harmful 
foods cause to the body. When the oil is heated for frying, according to medical research, 
many harmful substances are released, and when the food is put into the oil it starts to 
crackle, which indicates the breaking up of its chemical substances and the loss of vital 
vitamins and other useful nutrients. 
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Nineteen illnesses caused by eating fried foods 

1. The body weight increases 

2. It damages the walls of the intestines 

3. It causes excretory problems 

4. Severe stomach pain 

5. Nausea 

6. Vomiting 

7. Diarrhoea 

8. Compared to fat, the use of fried things quickly increases the amount of harmful 
cholesterol called LDL (Low-density lipoprotein cholesterol) in the body. 

9. It decreases useful cholesterol called HDL (High-density lipoprotein cholesterol). 

10. It causes blood clotting 

11. indigestion 

12. wind 

13. Oil heated at very high temperatures makes a toxic chemical called ‘Acrylon’ which 
damages the walls of the intestines. 

14. It can cause even cancer (may Allah protect us!) 

15. Heating the oil for a long time causes chemical reactions that release ‘free radicals’ 
that can cause heart diseases. 

16. Cancer 

17. Inflammation in the j oints 

18. Brain illnesses and 

19. One gets old early. 

Free radicals are also released from other things such as: 

❖ Smoking tobacco 

❖ Air-pollution (like we close windows and doors in the house not allowing fresh air 
or sunlight to enter). 

❖ Car fumes, 

❖ X-rays, 
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❖ Microwaves (i.e. microwave ovens etc.), 

❖ Rays emitting from computer. 

❖ Atmospheric radiation (the process of aeroplane’s releasing rays). 

Protection from dangerous poison 

Allah has also created the remedy for this dangerous poison called ‘Free radicals.’ 
The vegetables or fruits that are green, yellow or orange destroy this dangerous poison. 
The stronger the colour of these fruits and vegetables is, the more vitamins they contain 
and the stronger their reaction will be to this poison. 




Reducing harm of fried foods 

The harmful effects of fried things can be reduced to some extent by acting upon the 
following suggestions. 

1. Make sure the frying pan or fryer being used to fry different items like omelettes, 
fish etc. is a ‘non-stick’ one. 

2. After frying the food, wrap it up in an odourless tissue paper so that some amount 
of oil is absorbed. 

Reusing oil 

According to experts, the oil which has once been used for frying should not be heated 
again. If you do want to reuse it then sieve it and store it in a refrigerator, don’t store it 
in the fridge without sieving it. 

Medical science is not infallible 

All that has been mentioned about fried food is not on the basis of my personal research; 
medical researchers and experts have provided this information. It is also noteworthy 
that the entire medical science is fallible. 
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Fashionable man becomes ‘Muballigh of Sunnah’ 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to get rid of the greed for eating harmful foods, avoid 
non-Islamic fashion, adopt the Sunnah and have love of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JUs^kssfcJtsSiiiiJ* in your heart. Join the ever-blossoming Madam environment of Dawat-e- 
Islami, a global & non-political movement of the Quran and Sunnah. Here is a pleasant 
and faith-refreshing Madam incident: 

A modern young man of Indor city (M.P. India) was blessed with doing the collective 
I’tikaf organised by Dawat-e-Islami in the last ten days of the Ramadan in 1426 A.H. 
The Madam atmosphere of Dawat-e-Islami and company of devotees of Rasul caused a 
Madam transformation in his heart. He grew his beard and adorned his head with a 
green turban. He also travelled for 12 days in a Madam Qafilah in order to learn Sunnah. 

He became a Muballigh of Dawat-e-Islami. Till the time of writing 

this account, he is busy serving Dawat-e-Islami in his city as the Nigran (responsible) of 
a Halqah Mushawarat. 

ijp (JUo alii <Jp 


O Allah Accept the I’tikaf of every Islamic brother and Islamic sister, and grant them 
the blessings of I’tikaf. O Allah Js-iP-l Bless us too with the privilege of doing I’tikaf. 

Jissa ' ji ^p,\ oX£ &J\ 
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Excellence of loving Masajid 

Sayyiduna Abu Said Khudri ^ has narrated the following saying of the Holy 

Prophet *i\s Jt*s Ai <j*: ‘Whoever loves Masjid, Allah JmA loves him.’ (Mu jam Awsat, 
Hadis 2379) 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, ‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rauf Manawi JM s&i has 
stated, ‘To love the Masjid means doing I’tikaf for the pleasure of Allah Js-A*-, Zikr and 
studying Islamic rulings. And love of Allah for the person means Allah JsAA showers His 
mercy upon him and protects him.’ (Fayd-ul-Qadir, vol. 6, pp. 107) 

Excellence of Looking at Masjid 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud as. Jts aisled has narrated that Rasulullah J* 

has said, ‘Verily, Masajid are the houses of Allah and Allah respects the one 
who looks at His house.’ (Mu jam Kabir, vol. 10, pp. 61, Hadis 10324) 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, ‘Allamah Abdur Rauf Manawi «#£ Jta A' Aa has 
stated: It means that Masajid are the places Allah has chosen for sending His mercy. 

(Fayd-ul-Qadir, vol. 2, pp. 552) 


Punishment for laughing in Masjid 

Sayyiduna Anas lilies*? has narrated that the Noble Prophet warned, 

‘To laugh in the Masjid causes darkness in the grave.’ (Firdaus - bima Saur-ul-Khattab, vol. 2, 
pp. 431, Hadis 3891) 


Name on gate of Hell 

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Jisji&iga? has narrated that the Noble Prophet J*s d* 

warned, ‘Whoever misses a single Salah deliberately, his name shall be written on the 
gate of Hell through which he shall enter Hell.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 7,pp. 299, Hadis 10590) 
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Deprived of Heaven 

Sayyiduna Huzayfah ^ Jtss <&* has narrated that the Holy Prophet JU 2 > dji 

warned, ‘The one telling tales will not enter Heaven.’ (Sahih Bukhari, pp. 512, Hadis 6056) 

Excellence of repentance 

Sayyiduna Ibn Mas’ud \c& has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of 
our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs*J* has said, ‘The one 
repenting of sin is like the one who has not committed the sin at all.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, 
pp. 2735, Hadis 425) 

Excellence of using Miswak 

Sayyiduna Abu Umamah has narrated the following saying of the Holy Prophet 

jtaabi ‘Miswak is a means of the purification of your mouths and the pleasure 
of your Rab js-iS*-.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, pp. 2495, Hadis 289) 


<Jp (Jliu alll ^ 
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Blessings of Eid-ul-Fitr 


Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 4#- 

A beggar once begged something from some unbelievers who sent him to Sayyiduna ‘All 
444-5 jusdbiii? that was standing there at a short distance away. The unbelievers did so 
with the intention of ridiculing Sayyiduna ‘All 1444 - 3 jusibi^. When the beggar asked 

Sayyiduna ‘All to give him something, he recited Salat-‘Alan- 

Nabi ten times and blew on the beggar’s hand. Then, ordering the beggar to close his fist 
and open it in front of the unbelievers, he as-jusafci sent him to them. 

The unbelievers were laughing expecting nothing to happen. When the beggar opened 
his fist, it was surprisingly full of gold dinars! Having seen this great saintly miracle 
(Karamah), many unbelievers embraced Islam. (Rahat-ul-Qulub, pp. 72) 




Dear Islamic brothers! Regarding the sanctity of Ramadan, the Prophet of mankind, the 
Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind jwi&i J* has said, ‘Its 

first ten days are mercy, the middle ten days are forgiveness and the last ten days are 
freedom from Hell.’ (Sahib Ibn Khuzaymah, vol. 3, pp. 191, Hadis 1887) 

We have learnt that Ramadan is the month of mercy, forgiveness and freedom from Hell. 
Therefore, we have been given the opportunity to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr immediately after 
the departure of this blessed month. Celebrating Eid is a Mustahab act, so we should 
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celebrate the bounties and mercy of Allah JmS*-. The Quran also persuades us to rejoice 
over the bounties and mercy of Allah the 58 th verse of Surah Yunus (part 11) says: 



Say you, only Allah’s grace and only His mercy, on it therefore, let them rejoice. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 11, Surah Yunus, verse 58) 

Why shouldn’t we celebrate Eid? 

Ramadan is such a blessed and sacred month in which ‘The Divine Law’ was revealed in 
the form of the Holy Quran for the betterment, reform, well-being and the eternal absolution 
of humanity. It is the month in which every Muslim’s faith is tested. Therefore, having 
found a perfect code of life in the form of the Quran and succeeded in the tough exam of 
a month, it is natural for a Muslim to feel and express happiness. 




Announcement of forgiveness for everyone 

Dear Islamic brothers! Allah j«5*- has bestowed upon us a great bounty in the form of 
Eid-ul-Fitr immediately after Ramadan. This blessed Eid has many virtues. Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated: The blessed night of Eid-ul-Fitr is referred 

to as the ‘Layla-tul-Jaizah’, the ‘Night of Reward.’ On the morning of Eid, Allah 
sends His angels to every city where they stand at the end of every street and call out, 
‘O Ummah of Muhammad JMiAi d&! Come to the court of Beneficent Allah 

who grants in abundance and forgives even the most severe sin.’ 

Allah then says to His servants, ‘O My servants! Ask for whatever you want! I swear 
by My Honour and Glory! I will grant whatever you ask for about your Hereafter in this 
gathering (of the Eid-Salah) today. And whatever you want regarding the world; I will see 
your betterment (i.e. I will do what is best for you). I swear by My honour! I will conceal 
your mistakes as long as you abide by my commandments. I swear by My Honour, I will 
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not humiliate you with the sinners; so return to your homes, forgiven. You have pleased 

Me and I am pleased with you.’ (Attarghlb Wattarhlb, vol. 2, pp. 60, Hadis 23) 

Night of receiving Eid gift 

Dear Islamic brothers! How kind our Merciful Allah is to us! He showers 
His mercy upon us in the whole month of Ramadan and then, He Js-sS^ grants us the 
happiness of the Eid as soon as this blessed month ends. 

According to the foregoing sacred Hadis, the night of Eid-ul-Fitr is also called ‘Layla-tul- 
Jaizah’, or the ‘Night of Reward’ in which the pious are given their reward. In other words, 
they are given their ‘Eid Gift.’ 

Heart will remain alive 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet Jta &i>i j* has said, ‘Whoever stood (to offer 

Salah) in the nights of Eid (Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha) in order to earn reward, his 
heart will not die on the day when hearts (of people) will die.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 2, 
pp. 365, Hadis 1782) 


Entry into heaven becomes Wajib 

Sayyiduna Mu’az Bin Jabal as-jusiiia*? has said, The one spending the following five nights 
worshipping Allah Js-As Heaven becomes Wajib for him: the nights of the 8 th , 9 th and 
10 th Zul-Hijjah (3 nights), the night of Eid-ul-Fitr and the 15 th night of Sha’ban (Shab-e- 
Bara-at). (Attarghlb Wattarhlb, vol. 2, pp. 98, Hadis 2) 

According to the Hadis narrated by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas ‘On the 

day of Eid, the angels make announcement of divine bounties. Allah Js-sS^ showers His 
mercy and blessing upon people. He JmS*- forgives the people that gather for the Eid 
Salah. Moreover, it is also announced that whoever desires goodness in worldly life and 
in the afterlife should ask for it, his desires will surely be satisfied. 

If only we learn what to ask for on such sacred occasions when the prayers are likely to 
be answered! Usually, people ask for the worldly betterment, success, blessing in their 
sustenance and other worldly benefits only. Besides worldly betterment, we should do ask 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


111 


for the betterment and goodness of our Hereafter, steadfastness of our faith, death in the 
state of faith in Madinah at the feet of the Holy Prophet Jzs-jiisg&J isSi&i j* in the form of 
martyrdom, burial in Jannat-ul-Baqf and neighbourhood of Beloved Rasul J*> 

in Jannat-ul-Firdaus without being held accountable. 

No one is disappointed 

Dear Islamic brothers! Ponder! How important the day of Eid-ul-Fitr is! It is the day of 
divine mercy; no one is disappointed. On one hand, the pious people of Allah 
rejoice over mercy, forgiveness and blessing, while, on the other hand, the worst enemy 
of mankind, Satan burns in the fire of fury when he sees the believers being blessed with 
the huge bounties of Allah J 

Satan loses his senses 

Sayyiduna Wahb Bin Munabbeh as. Jtss «ii o*? has said, ‘Satan screams and cries on the 
occasion of Eid every year. Seeing him cry, other Satans gather around him and ask, 
‘O Master! Why are you so furious and disappointed today?’ He replies, ‘Regretfully, 
Allah has forgiven the Ummah of Muhammad j* today, so make them 

indulge in satisfying their carnal desires.’ (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 308) 

Has Satan succeeded? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see that the day of Eid is so tough for Satan that he 
orders his offspring to make the Muslims indulge in satisfying their carnal desires? Alas! 
These days, Satan seems to have succeeded in his mission. On the day of Eid, we should 
be thanking Allah by worshipping Him in abundance, but unfortunately, it appears 
the Muslims have been unaware of the actual concept of Eid. Nowadays, Eid is celebrated 
by wearing attractive clothes of the latest fashion, and even the clothes bearing the images 
of living creatures are put on. [It is stated in Bahar-e-Shanat that offering Salah wearing 
such clothes that have images of animals or humans is Makruh TahrimI (close to Haram). 
It is Wajib to change such clothes or wear something over them and repeat the Salah. To 
wear clothes with images of living creatures is prohibited even when not offering Salah. 
(Bahar-e-SharT’at, part 3, pp. 141-142) 
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Further, dance-parties are held, different useless and time-wasting fairs and games are 
arranged in the name of enjoyment, films and dramas are watched at homes and cinemas, 
and a lot of time and wealth is wasted on such activities that are in contradiction to 
Shari’ah and Sunnah. 

Dear Islamic brothers! These unlawful actions may turn this blessed Eid into a day of 
warning for the ungrateful. For the sake of Allah JmS*-! Have pity on you and give up 
fashion. Never waste money as Allah Js-sS^ has declared the spendthrift as the brothers of 
Satan. Therefore, the 26 th and 27 th verses of Surah Ban! Israll, part 15 say: 

ifil qVU All 6^3 All q!^>.1 \y& 5\ ^ 3 

And spend not extravagantly. No doubt, the spendthrifts are the brothers of the devils (Satan). 
And the devil is very ungrateful to his Rab Js-sX 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Surah Bam Israll, verse 26, 27) 


Difference between human and animal 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing verse has made it clear that the Holy Quran strictly 
condemns the waste of money. Remember! No one can please Allah by wasting 
money. The distinguishing factor between humans and animals is wisdom, strategy and 
far-sightedness. Unlike humans, animals aren’t concerned about their ‘future’, and none 
of their actions is based on wisdom which has not naturally been granted to them. On 
the contrary, humans are concerned about their future, and Muslims are concerned about 
the Hereafter as well. Thus, the one making efforts for the betterment of the Hereafter 
with proper strategies is, in fact, a wise person, but unfortunately, no effort is made for 
the betterment of the Hereafter taking advantage of this mortal and transient world. 
Nowadays, earning wealth, eating excessively and then, sleeping deeply seem to have 
become people’s aim of life. 

What is aim of life? 

Dear Islamic brothers! The aim of life isn’t just to get high degrees, eat, drink and make 
merry. Instead, there is a very great and sacred aim of our life. Let’s ask the Holy Quran, 
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O the True Book of Allah JsA^! Please guide and tell us what the aim of our life and 
death is. The Holy Quran answers: 

> 9, 9 9 ' 9 , ^ 

He Js-sSi, Who has created death and life that He Js-sA might test you, as to whose work, is 
excellent among you. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Al-Mulk, verse 2) 

Therefore, the creation of life and death is aimed at testing humans as to who the more 
obedient and sincere is. 

Delivery at home 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to defend yourself against the attack of Satan, please spend 
the sacred moments of Eid in the company of the Rasul’s devotees with a Madam Qafilah. 
A true account is presented for your persuasion: An Islamic brother from Jhelum 
(Punjab, Pakistan) has stated that his wife became pregnant nearly 6 months after the 
marriage. The doctor expressed serious concern over the case due to the lack of blood in 
her body, which might lead to a caesarean (an operation). The Islamic brother immediately 
made the intention of travelling with a Madam Qafilah for 30 days. After a few days, he 
travelled with the Madam Qafilah acting upon his intention, With the 

blessings of the Madam Qafilah, a baby boy was safely born at his house without any 
operation. 

ijp (JUj ahl <Jp l^Lszs 


Two spiritual cures for protection of pregnancy 

1. Write all! ^1. 3)) ll times on a bowl (or paper), pour water into it, shake the water 
and then make the woman drink it. JUsS^- This will protect her pregnancy. 

This method is also beneficial to the woman who produces less milk or no milk at 
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all. It’s allowed whether to act upon this method only one day or makes her drink 
water for many days acting upon the whole process everyday. 

2. Write fjli Lj (j- Lj 111 times on a piece of paper and tie it to the stomach of the 
pregnant woman. Let it remain tied to her stomach until she gives birth (there’s no 
harm in taking it off for a short while, if necessary). Her pregnancy will 

remain safe and a healthy baby will be born. 

Eid or Wa’id (warning) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sins may well turn the day of Eid in to a day of ‘Wa’id’ (warning), 

which may result in the sinner being punished. 

Remember: 

cJli- JjlJ ilaJI Uil Jo.C=U jjloJ Jjll JvIflJl Jjll) 

Eid isn’t for the one wearing new clothes; 

Instead, Eid is for the one fearing the divine retribution. 


The way in which Auliya would celebrate Eid 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is a world of difference between today’s Muslim’s way of 
celebrating Eid and that of Auliya. Allah Jbf*- forbid, these days, people regard that 
wearing new clothes and eating delicious foods is all about Eid whereas our respected 
Auliya would avoid luxuries of the world and would always oppose their Nafs. 

Special food on Eid 

Sayyiduna Zunnun MisrI s&i had not eaten any delicious thing for ten years 
despite his Nafs’ prolonged desire. He jus Aji kfv would often turn down his Nafs’ 
demand. Once, on the sacred night of Eid, his heart suggested that he eat something 
delicious on the day of Eid. Putting his heart to the test, he jtsSjAiia^ replied, ‘First I’ll 
recite the entire Quran in two Rak’at of Salah. O my heart! If you support me in doing 
so, then I’ll eat something delicious tomorrow.’ 
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Therefore, he jus kfv succeeded in reciting the whole Quran in two Rak’at with 
concentration on Eid and brought delicious food afterwards. As he picked up a morsel 
and was about to eat it, he suddenly became anxious and put it down without eating. 
When he was asked about it, he replied: ‘As I was about to eat the food, my 

Nafs said to me triumphantly, ‘At last, I’ve succeeded in satisfying my 10 year-long desire.’ 
Listening to it, I became anxious and replied, ‘If it’s so, then I will never let you succeed 
and I will never eat the delicious food.’ 

Meanwhile, a man entered the house along with a tray of delicious food and said, ‘I prepared 
this food last night for me. When I slept, my sleeping fate awoke. I was blessed with the 
vision of the Noble Rasul JUs«dls<skjus*ii! J* in my dream. The Holy Prophet JU^bs^jusaiii dis¬ 
ordered, ‘If you want to see me on the Day of Judgement as well, take this food to Zunnun 
e&ja&bfv and say to him, ‘Muhammad Bin ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Abdul Muttalib 
has said, ‘Have reconciliation with your Nafs for a moment and eat a few morsels of this 
delicious food.’ Listening to the order of the Beloved Rasul JUs-fessSs jussiii J*, Sayyiduna 
Zunnun MisrI immediately started eating the food saying emotionally, ‘I am 

obedient, I am obedient.’ (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, pp. 117) 

May Allah Js-iS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

ijp (JUo alll <Jp l^Lszs 


Our Beloved Rasul feeds us 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the pious people of Allah Js-sS^ did not follow their 
Nafs even on the day of Eid? They did not care about carnal desires and would always 
remain contented with the will of Allah JwX They would avoid the luxuries of this worldly 
life for the pleasure of Allah and His Beloved and Blessed Prophet j*. 

These fortunate people are specially fed by Allah JU-sS*- and His Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet 

We have also learnt from this narration that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our 
heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs^sssfcJtaiAiJ* is aware of the state of his 
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Ummah even today. He JUs 4'= J* was watching his beloved servant Sayyiduna 

Zunnun Misri which is why he J* sent one of his servants 

along with food and message for Sayyiduna Zunnun Misri 

Sarkar khilatay hayn Sarkar pilatay hayn 
Sultan-o-gada sab ko Sarkar nibhatay hayn 

The Prophet provides for us 
And is a great guide for us 


Beautify your soul 

Dear Islamic brothers! No doubt, having a bath, wearing new or washed clothes and 
applying ‘Itr (pure perfume) on Eid all are sacred Sunnahs whereby we get the purification 
of our external body. In addition to this external purification and beauty, we should purify 
and beautify our souls as well with love and obedience to the Holy Prophet jMstii j* 

and our Merciful Creator Js-sSs- who love us more than even our parents. 


Cover of silver foil on filth! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Please ponder! If somebody disobeyed Allah jssS* in Ramadan 
instead of worshipping Him, missed all the fasts, spent the blessed nights partying, 
playing or watching games such as cricket, table football, video games, reading romantic 
novels instead of reciting the Holy Quran, listening to songs instead of Na’ats, and messing 
around the whole month, and then, he celebrates Eid by wearing English dress, it is just 
like covering impurity in silver paper and putting it on display. 

Who deserves Eid celebration? 

O devotees of Rasul! In fact, the fortunate Muslims spending the sacred month of Ramadan 
fasting, offering Salah and doing other worships deserve the celebration of Eid which is 
a day of reward for them from Allah Js-At. As for us, we should fear Allah J«5£- as we 
could not properly carry out worship even in this sacred month. 
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Eid of Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam iiii 

On the day of Eid, some people came to the house of Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam 
&£qis5i&ic ■&<> to meet and greet him, but the door was closed and the sound of crying was 
emanating from the house. When the door opened, they asked surprisingly, ‘O Amir-ul- 
Muminin Today is Eid and every one is delighted, why are you crying?’ He 

replied wiping his tears: 

pj life j jIxJI pj life 

O People! This is the day of Eid (celebration) as well as the day of Wa’id (warning). 

Indeed, this is Eid for the one whose Salah and fasts have been accepted, but it is the day 
of Wa’id (warning) for the one whose Salah and fasts have been rejected and thrown onto 
his face, and I am crying because: 

y p ysyjuS\ y i Si w 

I do not know whether my worship has been accepted or rejected. 

Eid kay din ‘Umar yeh raw raw kar 
Baulay naykaun ki Eid hotT hay 

‘The righteous deserve celebrating Eid’ 

Was the saying of ‘Umar, on the day of Eid 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Our wishful thinking 

j£=>\ ill'! Ponder! Faruq A’zam aad is one of the only ten fortunate companions 
who were blessed, during their life, with the glad tidings of entering the Heaven by the 
owner of Heaven j*. He ^jisSiA! qk was found crying on the day of Eid just 

for fear of his worships being rejected. 
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J*sSfe *iii 6^! The one who absolutely deserved the celebration of Eid cried fearfully, on 
the other hand, we talkative, inactive and heedless people who are unable to carry out any 
worship properly, leave no stone unturned to boast about our so-called piety.’ Those who 
unnecessarily reveal their worships such as Salah, fasts, Hajj, services to the Masjid and 
people etc. should particularly take some lesson from this heart-rending parable. Such 
people get the news of their social work published in the newspaper along with even their 
photograph. It seems extremely difficult to change their self-liking frame of mind and 
make them realize that unnecessarily revealing one’s good deeds may, in some cases, result 
in the ruin of the good deeds, and in ostentation which may lead to damnation of Hell. 
Remember! Having photos willingly taken and published in the newspaper is Haram. 

May Allah protect all the Muslims from ostentation, boasting and showing off! 


^111 <yS\ 




Prince’s Eid 

Once on the day of Eid, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam saw his son in an old 

shirt. Saddened by his son’s apparent poor condition, he began to cry. Seeing 

his father crying, his son asked, ‘Dear Father! Why are you crying?’ He zz-jisSelsio*? replied, 
‘My son! I’m afraid, your heart will break when the other boys see you in old clothes today 
on the occasion of Eid.’ His son replied, ‘Dear father! The heart of the one who disobeys 
Allah and one’s parents should break; I am hopeful that Allah will also be pleased 
with me because you are pleased with me.’ When Sayyiduna ‘Umar listened to 

it, he SEjtsfeiics*? embraced his son and prayed for him. (Mukashafa-tul-Qulab, pp. 308) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Eid of princesses 

The daughters of Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz as-JisSsiioA? came to him a day before 
Eid and said, ‘Father! Which clothes are we going to wear tomorrow on Eid?’ He ^jisSaisi <&y 
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replied, ‘The same clothes you are wearing right now, wash them and wear them 
tomorrow again.’ ‘No dear father! Buy new clothes for us’ the girls insisted. He 
said, ‘My dear daughters! Eid is the day when we are supposed to worship and thank 
Allah wearing new clothes isn’t necessary.’ ‘You’re right father but our friends will 
taunt us saying that you are wearing the same old cloths even on Eid despite being the 
daughters of Amir-ul-Mumimn 


Saying so, the girls then began to cry. Compelled by his daughters’ feelings, Sayyiduna 
‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz called and asked the treasurer to give him a month’s 

salary in advance, but he refused to do so saying ‘Sir! Are you sure that you will remain 
alive for another month?’ He ^JtsSaisics^ thanked and prayed for the treasurer who then 
left without giving money. Then, he said to his daughters, ‘My dear daughters! 

Sacrifice your desires for the pleasure of Allah and His Beloved Rasul JU-fcsfejMsiii j*.’ 

(Ma’dan-e-Akhlaq, part 1, pp. 257-258) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Wearing new clothes on Eid isn’t necessary 

Dear Islamic brothers! It became obvious from the previous two parables that wearing 
fancy clothes on Eid is not necessary; Eid can be celebrated even without them. 

j£=\ &\\ How poor Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz ^ ji»5 dji && was! He didn’t save 
money at all despite being the ruler of such an enormous empire. Further, his treasurer 
was also an honest and far-sighted person who wisely refused to pay him a month’s 
salary in advance. 

This parable contains a lesson for us as well. If we ever want to ask for our salary in 
advance, we should also consider as to whether or not we will remain alive till the particular 
period of time for which we are demanding our salary in advance. Even if we do remain 
alive, there is no guarantee that we will remain healthy and fit enough to work as it’s 
often observed that a person suddenly suffers from a lethal disease or becomes injured as 
a result of an accident. If we have a Madam frame of mind, we will get cautious about 
such matters. 
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In order to develop a Madam mindset, please travel with Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e- 
Islami. There are great blessings of Madam Qafilahs! A Madam blessing which took place 
during a Madam Qafilahs is now presented: 

Deceased father was blessed 

An Islamic brother from Nishtar Basti (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi) gave the following 
account: Once I had a dream in which I saw my deceased father in an extremely weak 
condition. He was wearing no clothes and walking with someone else’s support. I got 
worried. Therefore, I intended to travel with Madam Qafilahs for three days every month 
with the intention of Isal-e-Sawab for my father. I began journeys regularly. Three months 
later, having returned from a Madam Qafilah, when I went to sleep, I had a dream in which 
I saw my father again. This time, I found him smiling, dressed in a green garment. A light 
rain was also showering on him. 

J The importance of travelling with Madam Qafilahs became even more evident 
to me and now I am determined to continue travelling for three days every month with 
Rasul’s devotees - 

-uiP (Jp (JUo alll (Jp 


Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how the fortunate son made an excellent decision to 
travel with Madam Qafilahs in sympathy of his deceased father and what a brilliant blessing 
of the Madam Qafilah took place? According to the scholars who interpret dreams 
(Mu’abbirin), ‘No one can tell a lie in Barzakh (the period from death to resurrection). A 
deceased person cannot give a false news in dream. They have further said that seeing a 
deceased person in dream in the state of sickness, weakness or anger indicates punishment, 
whereas seeing him in a white or green garment indicates that he is happy.’ 


(_^P 


(Jp iJLi 
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Are all dreams believable? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Good dreams are certainly good. Remember! A Prophet’s dream is 
based on revelation (Wahl) but the dream of a non-Prophet does not have such credibility 
and his dream is not regarded as proof. For example, if somebody dreamt that the Holy 
Prophet J* gave him the glad tidings of entering the Heaven, we cannot still 

declare that the dreaming person will surely enter the Heaven just on the basis of his 
dream. No doubt, whoever sees the Holy Prophet in a dream has definitely 

seen him because the devil cannot appear in the form of Rasulullah JUs-db-sfe Jtss*hi j* and 
whatever he j* says in the dream is doubtlessly true. However, there is a 

possibility of mishearing and misunderstanding as a person’s senses are weak in dream. 

Therefore, one must refer to the ruling of Shari’ah before carrying out the order given in 
the dream. If the command given in the dream does not contradict Shari’ah, it can be 
fulfilled, still it is not Wajib to do so. On the other hand, if it contradicts Shari’ah, then it 
will not be carried out at all. This issue can further be elaborated with the help of the 
following account: 

Was he commanded to drink alcohol or abstain from it? 

A’la Hadrat Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of 
Shari’ah, guide of Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan has stated, ‘Once a man dreamt that the Prophet of Rahmah, 

the Intercessor of Ummah Jzufaafc J* ordered him to drink alcohol (Allah J«5£ 
forbid). The dreaming person consulted Sayyiduna Imam Ja’far Sadiq Ah 
about the interpretation of the dream. Imam Ja’far Sadiq said, ‘The Noble 

Rasul prohibited you from drinking alcohol; you misheard.’ 

Remember! The sinners and the pious are equal in this matter. In other words, a pious 
person’s dream will not necessarily be considered true just because of his piety. Similarly, a 
sinner’s dream will not necessarily be considered unreliable because of his sins. The criterion 
for true and false dreams has already been explained. (Derived from Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), 
vol. 5, pp. 100) 
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Eid of Ghaus-e-A’zam 4* M 

There is a great lesson for us in each and every act of Auliya of Allah. JmS*- «dj Our 

Ghaus-e-A’zam is a great Wall of Allah J«5£, but still he expressed fear and 

humility on the occasion of Eid for our guidance. Therefore, he said in his Persian 
couplets: 


Khalq gawTd kehfarda Rauz-e-Eid ast 
KhushI darruh-e-har Momin padid ast 
Dardn rauzay keh ba-Iman bamiram 
Mira dar mulk khud-an Rauz-e-Eid ast 

‘People are saying ‘Tomorrow is Eid! Tomorrow is Eid!’ and everyone is happy, but the day 
when I leave this world with my faith will actually be the day of Eid for me. ’ 


Jdv- Look at his piety and asceticism! He holds an extremely great status, and is 

the sovereign of all Auliya yet so humble! There is a warning here for us, and 

we are being taught, ‘Beware! Don’t be heedless regarding your faith; always remain 
concerned about its safety lest you lose your faith due to your heedlessness and sins.’ 


Raza ka khatimah bil-khayr hoga 
Agar rahmat tayri shamil hay Yd Ghaus 

Raza will have a good end 
If the mercy of Ghaus, he gains 

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish ) 

(Jp (JUo alll jp Cs 


Eid of a Wall 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Najibuddin ^ jus Aji Mutawakkil is the brother and caliph of 
Sayyiduna Shaykh Fariduddin Ganj Shakar his title is Mutawakkil (the one 

trusting Allah JsA^). He lived in the city for seventy years and his family led a 

very comfortable life despite having no apparent means of sustenance. He i&o 
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remained so engrossed in the remembrance of Allah JsA*- that he didn’t even 

know what day or month was, and he didn’t even know what the worth of a coin was. 

Once many guests came to his house on the day of Eid. Coincidentally, there was no food 
at his home to serve the guests. He went to the upstairs where he 

remembered Allah JsA*- and prayed in his heart in this way, ‘Ya Allah JsA^! Today is Eid 
and guests have come to my house.’ Suddenly a man appeared and presented a tray full 
of food and said, ‘O Najibuddin You are famous for your trust (Tawakkul) 

even among angels, and you are asking for food!’ He said, ‘Allah ji:-A knows 

that I didn’t do so for myself, but for my guests.’ 

Despite possessing saintly miracle, Sayyiduna Najibuddin Mutawakkil s&i kf-e was 
extremely humble. Once a man came to meet him travelling a long distance and asked 
‘Are you Najibuddin Mutawakkil?’ He Jta s&i kf-o humbly replied, ‘I’m Najibuddin 
Mutaakkil {the one eating a lot ).’ (Akhbar-ul-Akhyar, pp. 60) 

May Allah js-A*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

A form of saintly miracle (Karamah) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how simply and humbly righteous people would 
celebrate Eid? We have also learnt from this parable that Allah JsA*- satisfies the needs of 
His friends from Ghayb. These are all manifestations of His mercy. The sudden availability 
of food, drink and other necessities of life without any apparent means are a type of 
saintly miracle. This form of saintly miracle has also been mentioned in the book ‘Shark 
‘Aqaid-e-Nasafiyyati which contains a thorough account about different types of saintly 
miracles. The Auliya have divinely-given powers and saintly miracles. They are 

so great and pious people that Allah JsA^ fulfils whatever they say or desire. 

Eid of generous man 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdur Rahman Bin ‘Amr Al-Awza’I has stated, ‘On the night of 

Eid-ul-Fitr, one of my neighbours who was very poor came to my home and requested 
me to give him some money so that he may celebrate Eid happily with his family. 
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Consulting my wife, I asked her, ‘Should I give him the only twenty five dirhams I have 
saved to meet the needs of our family on the occasion of Eid? Allah will give us 
more.’ My pious wife suggested that I help the destitute neighbour, so I gave him the 
twenty five dirhams. Extremely delighted he went making Dua for us. 

Shortly after his departure, another person came and held my feet, and told me crying 
that he was my father’s escaped slave. He further said that he had returned because his 
conscience pricked him. Offering me the twenty five dinars which he had earned, he 
requested me to accept them. Accepting the dinars, I freed him. I then said to my wife, 
‘Look (the Mercy of Allah JwS*-)! He has given us dinars in exchange for dirham.’ (In the 
past, silver coins used to be called dirham while gold ones used to be called dinars). 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

-ujP (Jp (JUo alii Jl Za (Jp Ijivs 


Salam upon one who helped the needy 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how Merciful and Beneficent Allah is! Look! 
How He Js-sSt instantly rewarded twenty five dinar to the one who gave twenty five 
dirham in His path. Further, we have also learnt that Auliya j 4^ were extremely 
self-sacrificing, they would make sacrifice wholeheartedly for other Muslims. They had 
extreme love for Allah JsAs- and His Beloved and Blessed Prophet J*. They 

knew that Islam teaches us the message of mutual sympathy and cooperation. The Holy 
Prophet is mercy for the whole world, he blesses everyone. 

He j* would take special care of the poor, needy and orphans. 

He JLisAjissstejusaiii j* is so great that he is the most respectable after Allah 
and so humble that he would help even the one everyone had left alone. 

(Jp (JUo alii c-JLiM (Jp Ijlvs 
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Power of hearing regained 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to light the candle of love and reverence for the Holy 
Prophet JUs«dbs»fe J* in your heart and gain the true happiness of Eid, if possible, 
please travel with Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & 
non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, on the night of Eid in the 
company of Rasul’s devotees. 

There are countless blessings of Madam Qafilahs. Therefore, an Islamic brother from 
Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi gave the fohowing account: A deaf Islamic brother attended the 
three day Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima of Dawat-e-Islami held in Quetta and travelled with 
a three day Madam Qafilah afterwards in the company of the Rasul’s devotees to learn 
the Sunnah. He regained his power of hearing during the blessed journey 

and he could now hear normally. 

& jliS all! i-SJA & 


Sadaqah-e-Fitr is Wajib 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah ordered a person 

to make the announcement in the whole city of Makkah that ‘Sadaqah-e-Fitr is Wajib.’ 

(JamV TirmizT, vol. 2, pp. 151, Hadis 674) 


Sadaqah-e-Fitr is Kaffarah for useless speech 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas has stated, ‘The Holy Prophet declared 

Sadaqah-e-Fitr Wajib so that it would cleanse (our) fasts from useless and immoral speech 
and that it would provide the poor with food.’ (Sunan Abl Dawud, vol. 2,pp. 158, Hadis 1609) 

Fasts remain suspended 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik has stated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 

of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind has said, ‘Man’s fast 
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remains suspended (i.e. hanging) between the earth and sky unless Sadaqah-e-Fitr is paid.’ 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 8,pp. 253, Hadis 24124) 


Sixteen Madam pearls of Fitrah 

1. Paying Sadaqah-e-Fitr is Wajib for every such Muslim man and woman who is a 
Sahib-e-Nisab provided that the bare necessities of life (Hajat-e-Asliyyah) are excluded 
from their Nisab (wealth, possessions). (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l,pp. 191) 

2. A Sahib-e-Nisab is the one who possesses 7.5 Tolas of gold or 52.5 Tolas of silver or 
the money or goods equivalent to 52.5 Tolas of silver (excluding bare necessities). 
Note that one Tola is equivalent to 11.664 grams. 

3. Sanity and puberty are not the conditions for Sadaqah-e-Fitr to become Wajib. If 
even a child or an insane person is Sahib-e-Nisab, their guardians should pay (the 
Sadaqah-e-Fitr) from their wealth on their behalf. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 312) 

Though there is the same amount of Nisab for Sadaqah-e-Fitr as for Zakah (as 
stated above), there is no such condition for Sadaqah-e-Fitr as increase in wealth 
and the passing of a whole year. Likewise, if there are such things that are surplus to 
requirements (for example, such domestic things that are not used daily) and, if 
their value reaches the level of Nisab, Sadaqah-e-Fitr will be Wajib on account of these 
things. (Waqar-ul-Fatawa, vol. 2, pp. 385 ) This difference between the Nisab of Zakah and 
that of Sadaqah-e-Fitr depends upon the condition of a person. 

4. In addition to paying his own Sadaqah-e-Fitr, it is also Wajib for a Sahib-e-Nisab man 
to pay Sadaqah-e-Fitr on behalf of his young children (who are minors). If he has any 
insane child, he has to pay on behalf of that child as well, even if the insane child has 
reached puberty. However, if the insane child or young children are Sahib-e-Nisab, 
the Sadaqah may be paid from their own wealth. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 192) 

5. It is not Wajib for a Sahib-e-Nisab man to pay the Fitrah for his wife, parents, younger 
brothers and sisters and other relatives. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 193) 

6. In case of father’s demise, it is Wajib for the grandfather to pay the Sadaqah-e-Fitr for 
his poor and orphan grandsons and granddaughters. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, 
vol. 2, pp. 315) 
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7. It is not Wajib for a mother to pay Sadaqah-e-Fitr on behalf of her young children. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 315) 

8. It is not Wajib for a father to pay the Sadaqah-e-Fitr for his sane and adult offspring. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 317) 

9. If somebody did not fast in Ramadan either due to any valid exemption or, Allah Js-sS*- 
forbid, without a valid reason, Sadaqah-e-Fitr will still be Wajib for him provided he 
is a Sahib-e-Nisab. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 315) 

10. Sadaqah-e-Fitr will be valid if a man pays it on behalf of his wife or adult offspring 
(whose necessities like food, clothing etc. he is responsible for) even without their 
permission. However, if he is not responsible for their necessities, for example, he 
has a married son who lives in his own home along with his family and affords his 
expenses himself (food, clothing etc.), then paying Fitrah on behalf of such offspring 
without his permission will not be valid. 

11. If a wife pays her husband’s Fitrah without his order, it will be invalid. ( Bahar-e-Shan’at, 
pp. 69, part 5) 

12. Sadaqah-e-Fitr is Wajib for every such Muslim who is Sahib-e-Nisab at the time of 
Subh-e-Sadiq (dawn) on the day of Eid-ul-Fitr. If someone becomes Sahib-e-Nisab 
after Subh-e-Sadiq it is not Wajib for him to pay the Fitrah. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 192) 

13. Though the preferable time for paying Sadaqah-e-Fitr is that it be paid on Eid after 
Subh-e-Sadiq before offering Eid Sal ah, if it is paid on the night of Eid (before 
Subh-e-Sadiq) or any day during Ramadan or even before Ramadan it will still be 
valid. All these cases are permissible. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. l,pp. 192) 

14. If the day of Eid passed and somebody did not pay the Fitrah, the Fitrah will not lapse 
on this account. Fitrah will be considered valid whenever it is paid in the whole life. 

(ibid) 

15. Sadaqah-e-Fitr can be spent only where Zakah can be spent. In other words, Fitrah 
can be given to only those whom Zakah can be given to. (Fatawa Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 194) 
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16. It is not permissible to give Sadaqah-e-Fitr to the honourable descendants of the 
Holy Prophet JUs^hssfeJfaSsisi J*. 


Amount of Sadaqah-e-Fitr 

1.920 Kilograms of wheat or its flour or the money equivalent to the value of this much 
wheat is the amount of one Sadaqah-e-Fitr. 


Thousand Nur enter grave 

According to a narration, whoever recites ‘o-uAuJ 300 times on the day of Eid 

and then sends its reward to the souls of all the deceased Muslims, thousand Nur will 
enter the grave of every Muslim. Further, when the reciter dies, a thousand Nur will 
enter his grave as well. (This can be recited on both Eids). ( Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 308) 

A Sunnah before Eid Salah 

Dear Islamic brothers! Now the acts that are Sunnah on the occasion of both Eid 
(Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha) are described. 

Sayyiduna Buraydah has stated, ‘On the day of Eid-ul-Fitr, the Holy Prophet 

j* would go to offer Eid Salah after eating something, whereas on Eid-ul- 
Adha, he Jzstih&iz.jti'Mjj’ would not eat anything unless he had offered 

Eid-Salah.’ (Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 2,pp. 70, Hadis 542) 

Similarly, in Bukhari, there is another Hadis narrated by Sayyiduna Anas 
‘On the day of Eid-ul-Fitr, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* would not 

go until he J* ate a few dates in odd numbers.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 328, 

Hadis 953) 

It is narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ss-jsSaiiic^ that the Holy Prophet 

would go to offer Eid Salah from one path and would return from the other one. 

(Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 2,pp. 69, Hadis 541) 
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Method of offering Eid Salah (Hanafi) 

First make the following intention: ‘I intend to offer two Rak’at Salah of Eid-ul-Fitr (or 
Eid-ul-Adha) with six additional Takbirat, for the sake of Allah following this Imam.’ 

Having made the intention, raise the hands up to the ears, utter j£=>\ 3Isl and then fold 
the hands below the navel and recite the Sana. Then raise your hands to your ears, utter 
iu' and leave them at sides; then raise hands to ears again, utter j£=>\ and leave 
them at sides; then raise hands to ears once again, utter Xu\ and fold them. In short, 
hands will be folded after first and fourth Takhir while they will be left at sides after 
second and third Takhir. In other words, hands will be folded when something is to be 
recited inQiyam after Takhir, while they will be left at sides when nothing is to be recited. 
(Derived from Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 66) Then, the Imam is to recite Ta’awwuz 
and Tasmiyyah in low voice whereas Surah Al-Fatihah and another Surah will be recited 
loudly. Thereafter, he will perform Ruku’. In the second Rak’at, the Imam is to first recite 
Surah Al-Fatihah and another Surah aloud. 

After the recitation, the Imam as well as all the Muqtadls (followers) will utter three 
Takbirat (the Imam would utter loudly and the followers in low voice) raising their 
hands to the ears each time and leaving them at sides. Then Ruku’ will be performed 
with the fourth Takhir without raising hands and the rest of the Salah will be completed 
as per usual method. To stand silent between every two Takbirat for the amount of time 
in which can be uttered thrice is necessary.’ (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 150) 

What to do if somebody misses a part of Eid Jama’at? 

If someone joins the Jama’at in the first Rak’at after the Imam had uttered the Takbirat, 
he should utter the three Takbirat (other than the Takbir-e-Tahrimah) instantly even if 
the Imam has commenced recitation. Utter only three Takbirat even though the Imam 
had uttered more than three Takbirat. If the Imam bent for Ruku’ before you uttered 
Takbirat, then don’t utter them in a standing posture. Instead, perform Ruku’ with the 
Imam and utter the Takbirat in the Ruku’. However, if the Imam is in Ruku’ and you 
think that you can utter the Takbirat and join the Imam in Ruku’, then utter them whilst 
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you are standing, otherwise, utter Sis I, perform Ruku’ and then utter the Takbirat in 

Ruku’. If the Imam raises his head from Ruku’ before you finish the Takbirat in Ruku’ 
then do not utter the remaining Takbirat; they are no longer required. 

If you joined the Jama’at after the Imam had performed the Ruku’ then do not utter the 
Takbirat, utter them when you offer the remaining part of your Salah (after the Imam has 
performed Salam). Do not raise your hands when uttering the missed Takbirat in Ruku.’ 

If you join the Jama’at in the second Rak’at, then don’t utter the missed Takbirat of the 
first Rak’at now, instead, utter them when you perform the remaining part of your Salah. 
Likewise, if you succeed in uttering the Takbirat of the second Rak’at with the Imam, its 
all right, otherwise, the same ruling as mentioned above with regard to the first Rak’at 
would apply. (Derived from Durr-e-Mukhtar & Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 55, 56, 57) 


What to do if someone misses whole Jama’at? 

If someone missed the whole Jama’at of Eid-Salah, whether he couldn’t join the Jama’at 
at all or his Salah became invalid due to any reason after joining, then if possible, he 
should join Jama’at elsewhere; otherwise he cannot offer it (without Jama’at). However, 
it is preferable for him to offer four Rak’at of Chasht Salah. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 58,59) 

Rulings for Eid sermon 

After the Eid Salah, the Imam should deliver two sermons. The acts that are Sunnah for 
the Jumu’ah sermon are also Sunnah for the Eid sermon. Likewise, the acts that are 
Makruh for the Jumu’ah sermon are also Makruh for the Eid sermon. There are only 
two differences between these two sermons. Firstly, it is a Sunnah for the Imam not to sit 
before the first sermon of Eid Salah whereas Imam’s sitting before first sermon of 
Jumu’ah is a Sunnah. Secondly, in the Eid sermon, it is a Sunnah for the Imam to recite 
Sis I nine times before the first sermon, seven times before the second sermon and 
fourteen times before coming down from the pulpit while uttering these Takbirat is not 
Sunnah for Jumu’ah sermon. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 57-58 - Bahar-e-Shari’at, part 4, pp. 109) 
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Twenty one Mustahabbat of Eid 

Following acts are Mustahab on the Eid day: 

1. To get hair cut (get your hair cut according to Sunnah, not according to the English 
styles). 

2. To cut nails. 

3. To have a bath. 

4. To use Miswak (this is in addition to the one used during Wudu). 

5. To wear nice clothes, either new or washed ones. 

6. To apply perfume. 

7. To wear a ring (Islamic brothers are allowed to wear only one silver ring which 
weighs less than 4.5 Masha. There must be only one gem in the ring; they shouldn’t 
wear the ring without a gem either; there is no limit for the weight of the gem. They 
are not allowed to wear more than one ring. Men cannot wear the ring made of any 
other metal except silver with the afore-mentioned conditions). 

8. To offer Salat-ul-Fajr in the Masjid of one’s locality. 

9. To eat some dates in odd numbers such as 3, 5, 7 etc. before going to offer Eid-ul- 
Fitr Salah. If dates are not available, then eat something sweet. If nothing is eaten 
before the Salah, there will be no sin, but if nothing is eaten till Salat-ul-‘Isha, he 
will be rebuked. 

10. To offer the Eid Salah at a place that is designated for offering the Eid Salah. 

11. To go to the designated place for Eid Salah on foot. 

12. Although there is no harm in using conveyance, walking on foot is better for those 
who can do so; there is no harm at all in returning by conveyance. 
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13. To go to the designated place for Eid Salah from one path and returning from the 
other path. 

14. To pay Sadaqah-e-Fitr before the Eid Salah (this is better, but if you couldn’t pay it 
before the Eid Salah, pay it after the Salah). 

15. To express happiness. 

16. To donate Sadaqah in abundance. 

17. To head towards the designated place for Eid Salah calmly, in a dignified manner, 
with lowered gaze. 

18. To congratulate each other. 

19. To embrace and to shake hands with one another after the Eid Salah as Muslims 
usually do. It is a good act because it expresses happiness. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 4, pp. 71) 
However, embracing a young attractive boy may lead to allegation. 

20. In most cases, there are the same rulings for Eid-ul-Adha as for Eid-ul-Fitr. However, 
there are a few differences; for example, it is Mustahab not to eat anything before the 
Eid Salah on Eid-ul-Adha regardless of whether or not one is performing the sacrifice 
(of cattle), but if one eats something, still there is no harm. 

21. To utter the following Takhir in low voice while on your way to the designated place 
for Eid Salah to offer Eid-ul-Fitr Salah, and to utter it loudly while heading for the 
designated place for Eid Salah to offer Eid-ul-Adha Salah. 

^ j£=^\ 4JS\ ^ j£='\ 

^ dij ^ j^=\ iiilj iiil 

Translation: Allah JisSt is the greatest. Allah is the greatest. There is none worthy to 

worthy of worship except Allah Js-iSz and Allah is the greatest. Allah Jm!*- is the Greatest 

and all the praise is for Allah JU-s5&. 
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I did not use to offer even Eid Salah 

Dear Islamic brothers! Gain the privilege of performing I’tikaf every year, and attain the 
blessings of Ramadan. Travel with a Madam Qafilah in the company of the devotees of 
Rasul to multiply the happiness of Eid and avoid different types of sins openly committed 
on the occasion of Eid these days. 

An extremely pleasant blessing of a Madam Qafilah is presented for your persuasion and 
motivation. An Islamic brother (about 25 years old) living near the main Korangi Road 
in Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi gave the following account: 

I used to work in a garage. Even though repairing vehicles is basically a permissible 
occupation, it’s extremely difficult to avoid sins these days. Those who have worked in 
garages would be well aware that the environment of garages is extremely filthy and 
earning Halal money for mechanics is like getting blood out of a stone nowadays. As a 
result of the filthy environment and unlawful earning, I did not offer even Jumu’ah and 
Eid Salah. I’d spend the whole night watching films and dramas; I would commit every 
minor and major sin. 

Fortunately, once I listened to an audio-cassette of a Sunnah-Inspiring speech namely 
‘Allah ki Khufyah Tadbir released by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, which proved to be a 
turning point in my life. Thereafter, I was blessed with the privilege of performing I’tikaf 
in Ramadan and travelling with a three day Madam Qafilah in the company of the Rasul’s 
devotees. Due to the blessing of I’tikaf and Madam Qafilah, I have joined the 

Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. I now offer all five Salah. Millions of thanks to 
Allah who has enabled a sinner like me, who did not use to offer even Jumu’ah and 
Eid Salah, to call and persuade others to offer Salah. 

(At the time of giving this statement) I am making my contribution to the 
Madam working of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the 
Quran and Sunnah as the head of the Zayll Mushawarat of a Masjid. 
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Bhdi gar chdhtay ho Namazayn parhun, 
Madam Makaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Naykiyaun mayn tamanna hay agay barhun 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

If you desire steadfastness in offering Salah 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
If you aspire to perform good deeds 
Do I’tikaf in the Madam environment 

ijp <Jl*j alll (Jp \jkfo 


Ya Allah Enable us to celebrate Eid according to the Sunnah, and grant us the 
Madani Eid of Hajj and seeing the city of Madlnah as well as the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet again and again! 


Drops of mercy showered on me 

A 22-year-old Islamic brother of Korangi, Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi gave the following 
account: Unfortunately, I had indulged in many evils such as missing Salah, watching 
film and dramas, fashion and company of wicked friends. I was a spoilt youngster whose 
precious life was passing in sins. 

The crescent of Ramadan (1426 A.H.) appeared and the rain of the mercy of Allah 
began to shower. Some drops of mercy showered on me as well and I performed collective 
I’tikaf during the last ten days of Ramadan in the Karlmiyyah Qadiriyyah Masjid of 
Korangi, Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi. 

The prolonged dark night of my life’s autumn began to turn into the bright morning of 
the spring. J«Jj- Aj Participation in the collective I’tikaf changed my life-style 
altogether. I not only repented of all the sins, began to offer Salah, grew beard, began to 
wear the turban but I also travelled with a 30-day Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah of 
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Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah in 
the company of Rasul’s devotees. 

jU-sSi At present, I am carrying out the Madani work of Dawat-e-Islami as a Zayli 

Qafilah responsible in a Masjid. May Allah Js-A^ grant me steadfastness in my dear and 
beloved Dawat-e-Islami until my last breath! 

Marz-e- ‘isyan say chuihkara gar chahiye, 

Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Bandagl ki bhi lazzat agar chahiye, 

Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

If you desire recovery from the disease of sins 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
If you aspire to have pleasure in worship 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 

ijp (JUo alll Jl fa <Jp 



Announcement of Day 

Sayyiduna Imam Bayhaql has stated in Shu’ab-ul-Imdn: The 

Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah dji j* has said: 

The day makes the announcement daily at the time of sunrise, ‘If you want 
to perform any good deed today, then do it because I will never come back.’ 


(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 386, Hadis 3840) 
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Excellence of Nafl Fasts 


Excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
Jxnjfoifa jtss&bi J* has stated: On the Day of Judgement, there would be no shade other 
than the ‘Arsh of Allah Three types of people would be under the shade of the 
‘Arsh. He Jws*!bs«kjiss«i>i J* was asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah Who are the people 

that would be under the shade?’ He JUs*j* replied: ‘(1) The person removing 
the difficulty of any of my followers (2) The one reviving my Sunnah (3) The one 
reciting Salat upon me in abundance.’ (Al-budur-us-Safirahfil-Umur-il-Akhirah, pp. 131, Hadis 366) 




Religious and worldly benefits of Nafl fasts 

Dear Islamic brothers! In addition to Fard fasts, we should also make a habit of having 
Nafl fasts as there are countless religious and worldly benefits for us in doing so. 

There is so much reward in it that one feels like fasting abundantly. The religious benefits 
include protection of faith, protection from Hell and the attainment of Heaven. As for the 
worldly benefits, they include saving of time and money (the time and money spent on 
eating and drinking), a healthy digestive system, protection from many illnesses and, 
above all, the pleasure of Allah JwK 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


798 


Glad tidings of forgiveness for fasting people 

Allah Js-sA says in the 35 th verse of Surah Al-Ahzab: 

cJaisll 3 3 

fg3i 3 £1^ iked 3 3 

And fasting men and women, and men and women who guard their chastity and men and 
women who remember Allah much, for all of them Allah jsA^ has prepared forgiveness 
and great reward. 

[Kanz-ul-lman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 22, Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 35) 

Allah cAsA says in the 24 th verse of Surah Al-Haqqah, part 29: 

£ ^cvjl L qA L*j UlJLaa \y>yz \3 \y^6 

Eat and drink with immense relish, recompense for that which you sent forth in the 
days gone by. 

[Kanz-ul-lman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Siirah. Al-Haqqah, verse 24) 

Sayyiduna Wakl’ jts *&! isv has stated, ‘The words ‘the days gone by’ mentioned in 
this verse refer to the days of fasting in which people abstain from eating and drinking.’ 

(Al-Mutajir-ul-RabV fiSawab-il- ‘Amal-is-Sdlih, pp. 335) 


Eighteen benefits of Nafl fasts 
Unique tree in Paradise 

1. Sayyiduna Qays Bin Zayd Juhannl afcjissdsic**? has narrated the following statement of 
the Noble Prophet JUs-jjbssfeJtsSiiiiJ*: Whoever keeps a Nafl fast, Allah Js-iP- will create 
a tree in Heaven for him, the fruit of the tree will be smaller than a pomegranate and 
larger than an apple. It will be as sweet as honey (that has not been separated from 



Excellence of Nafl Fasts 


799 


its comb) and as delicious as (pure) honey (that has been separated from its comb). 
On the Day of Judgement, Allah will feed the fruits of this tree to the fasting 
person. (Mu’jam Kablr, vol. 18, pp. 366, Hadis 935) 


Forty years away from Hell 

2. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs «jk aii jtsS &iii has stated, 
‘Whoever keeps a Nafl fast expecting reward, Allah Js-sS^ will move him as far away 
from Hell as is the distance of 40 years.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 255, Hadis 24148) 


Fifty years distance away from Hell 

3. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet has stated, ‘Whoever keeps a Nafl 

fast for the pleasure of Allah JmS*-, Allah will make the distance, between him and 
Hell, a fast (horse) rider covers in fifty years.’ (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 255, Hadis 24149) 


More reward than earth full of gold 

4. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah Jtasaiii J* has stated: If 

someone keeps a Nafl fast and (even if he) is given the whole earth full of gold (as a 
reward) his reward will still remain incomplete, he will be given his reward on the 
Day of Judgement only. (Musnad Abl Ya’la, vol. 5,pp. 353, Hadis 6104) 


Far away from Hell 

5. Sayyiduna ‘Utbah Bin ‘Abd-e-Sulami ’*&■ jks dbi has narrated that the Beloved 
Rasulullah has stated: ‘Whoever keeps one Fard fast in the path of 

Allah Js-As Allah Js-sP- will put him as far away from Hell as is the distance between 
the seven earths and the seven skies. Whoever keeps a Nafl fast, Allah shall 
put him as far away from Hell as is the distance between the earth and the sky.’ 
(Mu jam Kablr, vol. 17, pp. 120, Hadis 295) 
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Excellence of one fast 

6. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah xzj usably has narrated the following merciful statement of 

the Holy Prophet j*: Whoever fasts a day for the pleasure of Allah JmS*-, 

Allah Jfesft puts him as far away from Hell as is the distance covered by a baby 
crow flying continuously till it grows old and dies. (Musnad imam Ahmad, vol. 3, pp. 619, 
Hadis 10810) 

Best deed 

7. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah au dji &c, has stated that he asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah 
Jjzi * Tell me any act (that will benefit me).’ He JUs«jbsskJts5*iiiJ* replied, 
‘Keep fasts because no other deed is like it.’ He asked again, ‘Tell me any act.’ He 

jiaiA! J* replied, ‘Keep fasts because no other deed is like it.’ He asked once 
again, ‘Tell me any act.’ He JUs «jb jus iAi replied, ‘Keep fasts because no other 
deed is like it.’ (Sunan Nasal, vol. 4, pp. 166) 

8. It is stated in another narration that he ss-jbsito&v asked the Noble Rasul Jsaiikg&J&e to J*>, 
‘Ya Rasulallah JU^b^jus&bij*! Tell me such an act that benefits me.’ He JU^s<»fejfa3*to j* 
replied, ‘Make fast obligatory for you because there is nothing like it.’ (ibid) 

9. It is stated in one more narration that he as.Jtoi.to asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah 

Tell me such an act that leads me to the Heaven.’ He i J* replied, ‘Make 

fast obligatory for you because there is no other deed like it.’ (Al-lhsan bittartib Sahih ibn 
Hibban, vol. 5,pp. 179, Hadis 3416) 

The narrator has said, ‘Smoke was never seen at the house of Sayyiduna Abu Umamah 
asAfcSniiio*? during the day except on the occasion of the arrival of guests. (In other 
words he didn’t eat during the day because he would always fast). (Ai-Mutajir-ul-Rabi’ fi 
Sawdb-il-‘Amal-is-Salili, pp. 338) 


Travel, you’ll become rich 

10. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has reported that the Holy Prophet laaiii j* 

has said: ‘Do Jihad, you will become self-sufficient. Keep fast, you will become healthy. 
Travel, you will become rich.’ (Mu ’jam Awsat, vol. 6, pp. 1460, Hadis 8312) 
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Fasting people will be delighted on Judgement Day 

11. Sayyiduna Anas has said, ‘On the day of resurrection, fasting people will 

rise from their graves and be recognised by the fragrance of fasts. There shall be jugs 
of water on which there will be seals of musk, and the fasting people shall be told, 
‘Eat, you were hungry yesterday; drink, you were thirsty yesterday; rest, you were 
tired yesterday.’ So they shall eat and rest, whereas other people shall be facing 
the difficulties of accountability in the state of thirst. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 313, 
Hadis 23639 / Al-Tadwin ft A khbdri QazwTn, vol. 2, pp. 326) 


Dining cloth of gold 

12. Sayyiduna Abu Darda ass. Jts has said: ‘Every hair of a fasting person makes 
Tasbih for him. On the Day of Judgement, there shall be a mat of gold embroidered 
with pearls and gems and it will be as large as the earth. It will be full of Heavenly 
foods, drinks and fruits. The fasting people will eat and enjoy themselves whereas 
other people shall be facing the difficulties of accountability.’ (Firdaus - bima Saur-ul- 
Khattab, vol. 5, pp. 490, Hadis 8853) 


Fasting people will eat on Judgement Day 

13. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Rubah nz Jks&bi&’t has said, ‘On the Day of Judgement, 
dining-mats shall be laid, and the fasting people will be eating from them before 
every one else.’ (Musannaf Ibn AblShaybah, vol. 2, pp. 424, Hadis 10) 


Fasting people shall enter Heaven 

14. Sayyiduna Huzayfah has narrated that the Holy Prophet i>i j* 

has said, ‘The one reciting the Kalimah for the pleasure of Allah will enter 
Heaven, and will die with Kalimah (Iman). The one fasting for the pleasure of 
Allah JisSi- will also die with it and will enter Heaven; and the one giving charity for 
the pleasure of Allah will also die with it and will enter Heaven.’ (Musnad imam 
Ahmad, vol. 9, pp. 90, Hadis 23384) 
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Excellence of fasting on extremely hot day 

15. Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas has stated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor 

of Ummah sent Sayyiduna Abu Musa for a sea-battle. One 

dark night, when the sails of the ship had been removed, a voice was heard from 
Ghayb, ‘O people of the ship! Stop! Shall I tell you what Allah has decided for 
Himself?’ Sayyiduna Abu Musa ’<&■ jtsSabi said, ‘If you can, do tell us?’ The voice 
said, ‘Allah has decided that whoever bears thirst on an extremely hot day for 
His pleasure, Allah will give him water to drink on the day of extreme thirst 
(Judgement Day).’ 

Imam Abu Bakr ‘Abdullah Al-Ma’ruf Ibn Abid-Dunya has stated in Kitab-ul-Ju 
‘Ever since the day Sayyiduna Abu Musa &£.jis5 aisled heard the voice of Ghayb, he 
would fast even on such a hot day when other people would normally take off their 
extra clothes (due to extreme heat).’ ( Attarghib Wattarkb, vol. 2, pp. 51, Hadis 18) 

Reward for patient fasting person seeing others eating 

16. Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Ansariyyah has stated, ‘Once the Prophet of Rahmah, 

the Intercessor of Ummah came to me, I presented some food to 

him. He JUs«i!bs«u. Jtssaiii J* said, ‘You also eat.’ I replied, ‘I have kept fast.’ Rasulullah 
JUs«dWfejtsS*iii j* said, ‘Angels keep making Du’a for the fasting person’s forgiveness as 
long as someone eats before him.’ The following words are also stated in another 
narration, ‘Until the eater fills his stomach.’ (Al-fhsan bittartlb Sahlh Ibn Hibbdn, vol. 5, 
pp. 181, Hadis 3421) 

17. Sayyiduna Buraydah ^ jts Cbi cfr has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah said to (Sayyiduna) Bilal 

‘O Bilal! Come and have breakfast.’ Sayyiduna Bilal ^ JisSiii replied, 
‘I have kept fast.’ Rasulullah said, ‘We are eating our sustenance 

while the sustenance of Bilal is increasing in Paradise.’ He 

then said, ‘O Bilal! Do you know that angels keep making Du’a for the fasting 
person’s forgiveness and his bones make Tasblh as long as someone eats before him?’ 
(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 348, Hadis 1749) 
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Excellence of dying whilst fasting 

18. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet 4= jus dbi j* has said, ‘Whoever dies in the state of fast, Allah j«3*- 
will record (the reward of) fasts till the Day of Judgement in his book of deeds.’ 

(Firdaus - bima Saur-ul-Khat tab, vol. 3, pp. 504, Hadis 5557) 

Death during righteous deed 

aLi 6^! Fortunate is the Muslim that meets his death in the state of fast. Death 
during any righteous deed is an extremely good omen. For instance, dying in the state of 
Wudu or whilst offering Salah, death during the journey to Madinah or demise in 
Madina-tul-Munawwarah, departing this life in Makka-tul-Mukarramah, Mina, Muzdalifah 
or ‘Arafat during Hajj or dying during a Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e- 
Islami for learning the Sunnah in the company of Rasul’s devotees. These are all blessed 
privileges that are only gifted to fortunate ones. Describing the pious desires of the 
honourable companions ^ &h\ <&■ Sayyiduna Khaysamah Jfc* abi said: ‘The 

companions would like to meet their death during a good deed such as Hajj, ‘Umrah, 
fighting in the path of Allah Js-sS^, fast in Ramadan etc.’ 

Faith-refreshing death of uncle Kalu 

Death during a pious act is granted to the fortunate people only. In this respect, listen to 
one of the blessings of the collective I’tikaf organized by Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c non¬ 
political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, and make a firm intention to remain 
associated with the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami throughout your life. 

Sixty-year-old Uncle Kalu from Madina-tul-Auliya, Ahmadabad, India, attended the 
collective I’tikaf organized by Dawat-e-Islami during the last ten days of Ramadan (2004, 
1425 A.H.) in Shahi Masjid, Ahmadabad. Even though he was already associated with 
the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, but this was the first time that he attended 
the collective I’tikaf with Rasul’s devotees. He learnt a lot during the I’tikaf and started 
offering Salah in the first row of the Masjid enthusiastically, which is the second Madani 
In’am out of 72 Madani In’amat. 

On the 2 nd of Shawwal, the second day of Eid-ul-Fitr, he travelled with a Sunnah- 
Inspiring Madani Qafilah for 3 days in the company of Rasul’s devotees. On the 11 th of 
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Shawwal 1425 A.H./2004, just five or six days after he had returned from the Qafilah, he 
went to the market to purchase something. As there was the possibility of missing the 
first row of the Jama’at in the Masjid in case of staying in the market any longer, he 
reached the Masjid before the uttering of the Azan leaving each and every sort of activity 
in the market. As soon as he stood up after performing his Wudu, he suddenly fell onto 
the ground, recited the Kalimah and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and his soul left his body. 



JLtk&sJl! Due to the blessings of the collective I’tikaf, the enthusiasm for acting upon 
the second Madani In’am of performing Salah in the first row took Uncle Kalu from the 
market’s environment of heedlessness to the merciful atmosphere of the Masjid where 
he was blessed with the privilege of reciting the Kalimah and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi at the time 
of his death. 

The one reciting Kalimah at the time of death will succeed in the grave as well 
as on the day of resurrection as the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs^bs^jtsSiii! j* has said, 
‘The one whose last words are Ml all M will enter Heaven.’ (Sunan AbxDawud, vol. 3, pp. 132, 


Hadis 3116) 


Listen to further blessings of the Madani atmosphere of Dawat-e-Islami: A few days after 
the death of uncle Kalu, his son had a dream in which he saw uncle Kalu dressed in white 
clothes and a green turban, he said with a smile, ‘Son! Keep doing the Madani work of 
Dawat-e-Islami as I have been blessed due to the blessings of this Madani movement.’ 


Maut fazl-e-Khuda say ho Iman per, 

Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Rab ki rahmat say pao gey Jannat mayn ghar, 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

You will meet death with Iman by Divine grace 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
By Divine mercy, you will find in heaven a place 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
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Virtues of fast on ‘Ashura 
Twenty five virtues of ‘Ashura 

1. The repentance of Sayyiduna Adam visjisLuiis was accepted on the 10 th of 
Muharram. 

2. Adam was born on this day and 

3. He entered Heaven on this day. 

4. On this day the ‘Arsh 

5. KursI 

6. sky 

7. earth 

8. sun 

9. moon 

10. stars and 

11. Heaven were created. 

12. Sayyiduna Ibrahim was born on the day of ‘Ashura. 

13. He -isjiiwu. was saved from the fire on this day. 

14. Sayyiduna Musa and his Ummah were saved and pharaoh was drowned along 

with his people on this day. 

15. Sayyiduna ‘Isa was born on this day. 

16. He was raised up to the skies on this day. 

17. The ark of Sayyiduna Nuh -Aui-wU settled at Kauh-e-JudI (a hill) on this day. 

18. A great kingdom was bestowed upon Sayyiduna Sulayman on this day. 

19. Sayyiduna Yunus v3Lsji<mU. was brought out of the whale’s stomach on this day. 
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20. Sayyiduna Ya’qub gained his eyesight back on this day. 

21. Sayyiduna Yusuf was taken out from the deep well on this day. 

22. Sayyiduna Ayyub was relieved of his affliction on this day. 

23. Rain descended from the sky for the first time on this day. 

24. The fast on this day was common even among previous Ummahs. It is even said 
that the fast on this day was Fard before the blessed month of Ramadan but it was 
revoked later. (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 311, Bistan-ul-Wa’izln III Jauzl, pp. 228) 

25. On the day of ‘Ashura, Sayyiduna Imam Husayn ahi his family and 
companions were all brutally martyred on the plains of Karbala after facing three 
consecutive days of thirst and starvation. 

Six virtues of Muharram and fasts of ‘Ashura 

1. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 

Intercessor of Ummah j* has said: ‘After Ramadan, the fast of Muharram 

is the greatest, and after the obligatory [Salah] the night Salah (Salat-ul-Layl) is the 
greatest.’ (Sahib Muslim, pp. 891, Hadis 1163) 

2. The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and 

Kind JUs has said: Every fast of Muharram is equivalent to a whole 

month of fasts. (Mu’jam Saghlr, vol. 2, pp. 87, Hadis 1580) 


Day of Musa 

3. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas stated that when Rasulullah 

arrived in Madlna-tul-Munawwarah the Jews were in the state of fast 

on the day of ‘Ashura, so he asked, ‘Why have you kept fast this day?’ 

They replied, ‘This is a great day when Allah saved Musa and his Ummah, 

and drowned pharaoh and his people. Musa vjuui ^ kept fast this day to thank 
Allah j«5£, so we also keep fast.’ He said, ‘We are more worthy to 

follow Musa than you.’ So the Holy Prophet JtsSaiii kept fast and 

ordered US to keep fast as well. ( Sahib Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 656, Hadis 2004) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt from this sacred Hadis that marking the day on 
which Allah JfesJs- has blessed us with a special favour is absolutely permissible because 
this will make us remember the favour. This would also be a way of expressing our gratitude 
for it. This has been commanded in the Holy Quran: 

i I , 9 p' 

And remind them of the days of Allah Js-sS^. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 13, Surah Ibrahim, verse 5) 

Commenting on the verse, ‘Allamah Maulana Muhammad Na’Imuddln MuradabadI 
has stated that As! <y) (the days of Allah Js-sSQ refer to the days when Allah Ju-sS^ 
graced His servants. For example, the day when ‘Mann-o-Salwa descended for the Ban! 
Israil (is one of such days). Similarly, the day the ocean gave way to Sayyiduna Musa 
v&sji aJx and, above all, days of birth and Mi’raj (ascension) of the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUs ssfc Jta *ii J*. To remember these days is in compliance with this verse. 
(Derived from Khazain-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 409) 


Eid of Milad-un-Nabi and Dawat-e-Islami 

Dear Islamic brothers! The birthday of the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 
the Owner of Jannah JUs-jha*isjtsSfibi j* is doubtlessly the greatest ‘Day of Favour’ for the 
Muslims as they have been given all the favours for his sake. This day is better than even 
Eid as even Eid was bestowed upon us by his blessings. Therefore, describing the reason 
of fasting on Monday, he JUs 4 V = said: djjJj this is the day I was born. 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 591, Hadis 1162) 

JkiizAi Under the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami, Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi JUs^sssfeJtsSaii! J* 
is celebrated in a glorious way in numerous parts of the world every year. On the 12 th 
night of Rabl’-un-Nur huge Mllad-congregations are held at countless places including 
Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi, where probably the largest Milad gathering of the world is held. 
On the day of Eid (12 th Rabf-un-Nur), innumerable processions are also held in which 
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thousands of Rasul’s devotees enthusiastically take part chanting the slogans ‘Marhaba 
Ya Mustafa j*.’ 


Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi to Eid ki bhi Eid hay 
Bil-yaqln hay Eid-e-Eidan Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi 


Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi is the ‘Eid’ of Eid 
It is the day of great rejoicing indeed 


Fast of ‘Ashura 

4. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has stated, ‘I never saw the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet prefer the fast of a day to that of other days but 

it was the day of Ashura’, and the month of Ramadan.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 657, 
Hadis 2006) 

Go against the Jews 

5. The Holy Prophet j* has said, ‘Keep fast on the day of ‘Ashura and go 

against the Jews; keep fast a day before or after it as well.’ (Musnad imam Ahmad, vol. l, 
pp. 518, Hadis 2154) Whenever one keeps the fast of‘Ashura, it is better for him to keep 
fast on either the 9 th or 11 th of Muharram as well. 

6. It is narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah as. mi that the Prophet of Rahmah, 
the Intercessor of Ummah JUs jtiS &h\ J* has said, ‘I have presumption from 
Allah JsA*- that fast on ‘Ashura removes the sins of the previous year.’ (Sahih Muslim, 
pp. 590, Hadis 1162) 


Protection from illness and eye pain for whole year 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan a has stated, ‘If a 
person keeps fast on the 9 th and 10 th of Muharram he/she will gain immense reward. If 
someone cooks delicious foods for his family on the 10 th of Muharram, there will be 
blessings in his home for the whole year, j«Ss .Aibtjkdi It is best to cook ‘Khichra (a dish 
prepared by cooking grinded lentils, rice and meat together) and make Fatihah for 
Sayyiduna Imam Husayn This is extremely tried and trusted. If someone takes 
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a bath on this date (the 10 th of Muharram) he will be protected from illnesses 

for the whole year because the water of Zamzam reaches all the waters on this day.’ 

(Tafsir Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 4, pp. 142 - IslamiZindagi, pp. 93) 

The Holy Prophet JUs*lb<sU.JtsJAiii J* has said, ‘Whoever applies ‘Ismad Surmah’ (kohl) 
to his eyes on the day of ‘Ashura, his eyes shall never hurt.’ (Shu'ab-ul-lman, vol. 3, pp. 367, 
Hadis 3797) 

(Jp (JUo alii J<Jp 1^1vs 


Fasts of Rajab 

Dear Islamic brothers! There are four months that are especially sacred in the court of 
Allah Js-sK It is stated in Surah At-Taubah: 

IgJL* j Jsjj ’& U3\ dL\ oJjfc SOut 61 

' ill Uf IS! \ s gs3\ eds ' 

© o*}SjL& ^ aS»\ o' 

Indeed the number of months before Allah JisSi is twelve; in the book of Allah since the 
day He Js-sfs- created the heavens and the earth. Four of them are sacred; this is the straight 
religion; so do not wrong yourselves in those months; and constantly fight against the polytheists 
as they constantly fight against you; and know well that Allah is with the pious. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 10, Surah At-Taubah, verse 36) 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing blessed verse refers to lunar months which are based 
on the appearance of the moon. The rulings of Shari’ah are also observed on the basis of 
the lunar months. For example, the fasts of Ramadan, Zakah, Hajj-rites, Islamic festivals 
such as Eid-e-Mllad-un-NabI JUs-db-sfe jtsSaiiJ*, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Adha, Shab-e-Mi’raj, 
Shab-e-Bara-at, Giyarhwin, annual ‘Urs of Auliya JM-dji ^o- etc. are all observed according 
to lunar months. 

Unfortunately, today’s Muslims have drifted away from religious teachings to such an 
extent that they don’t even know the exact Islamic dates. Probably, if a million Muslims are 
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asked a question as to what the exact Islamic date (with month and year) today is; there 
will hardly be only a hundred Muslims who will reply correctly. 

Commenting on the aforementioned verse, Maulana Sayyid Na’Imuddln MuradabadI 
has stated in ‘Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, ‘(Out of the four sacred months) three are 
consecutive: Zul-Qa’dah, Zul-Hijjah and Muharram and one is separate which is Rajab. 
Even in the era of ignorance, Arabs would consider killing each other Haram in these 
months. Islam further enhanced the significance and sacredness of these months.’ 
(Khazain-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 309) 


A faith-refreshing parable 

In the time of Sayyiduna ‘Isa there was a person who was in love with 

a woman. One day, he got the opportunity to satisfy his lust, but suddenly he heard a 
commotion and had the inkling that people were talking about the appearance of the 
moon. He asked the woman as to which month’s moon the people were sighting. She 
replied, ‘The month of Rajab.’ Although this person was an unbeliever, as soon as he 
heard the word ‘Rajab’, he immediately left the woman refraining from adultery with the 
intention of honouring Rajab. Allah J«j£ commanded Sayyiduna ‘Isa 
to go and meet that person, so Sayyiduna ‘Isa went and informed him 

about the message of Allah JU-sS^ and the purpose of arrival. Upon hearing this, his heart 
shone with the Nur of Islam and he immediately became a Muslim. (Ams-ul-Wa’izin, pp. 177) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the ‘blessings of Rajab?’ An unbeliever was blessed 
with the treasure of Iman due to respecting the sacred month of Rajab. So, if a Muslim 
respects ‘Rajab’, he will undoubtedly receive tremendous blessings and rewards. Muslims 
should do honour the month of Rajab. The Holy Quran also prohibits people from 
wronging themselves (committing sins) in the sacred months. 

It is stated in ‘Nur-ul-’Irfari with regard to (Translation from 

Kanz-ul-Iman: Do not wrong yourselves in those months ), ‘Do not commit sins, especially 
in these four sacred months; committing sins is tantamount to wronging oneself (or) do 
not oppress and harm each other.’ (Nur-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 306) 
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Reward of two years 

Sayyiduna Anas as. has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of 

Ummah J* has said, ‘The one keeping fast on three days (Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday) in the sacred months will get the reward of two years’ worship.’ (Majma’-uz- 
Zawaid, vol. 3, pp. 438, Hadis 5151) 


Blessings of Rajab 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall has stated in his book 

‘Mukashafa-tul-Qulub’, ‘Rajab has actually been derived from the word (Tarjlb) 

which means ‘to honour.’ It is also known as (Al-Asab) (i.e. fastest flow), because 
the flow of mercy is increased for those who repent in this blessed month. Further, the 
light of acceptance descends upon the worshippers in this month. It is also called 
(Al-Asam) (i.e. the most deaf) because the sound of war and weapons isn’t heard at all 
during this month. Its another name is k-4-j’ which is the name of a Heavenly stream whose 
water is whiter than milk, sweeter than honey and cooler than snow. Only those who fast 
in the month of Rajab will drink from it.’ (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 301) 

It is stated in Ghunya-tut-Talibln that this month is also called because Satans 

are stoned in this month so that they may not harm the Muslims. This blessed month is 
also known as (very deaf) because nobody heard about any Ummah being punished 
by Allah Js-s> in this month, whereas previously divine retribution took place in all other 
months. (Ghunya-tut-Talibln, pp. 229) 


Three letters of Rajab 

Dear Islamic brothers! Rajab is one of the blessed and sacred Islamic months. 
It is stated in ‘ Mukashafa-tul-Qulub ’ that our pious saints said, ‘There are three 

letters in Rajab, j, and v- The j stands for Rahmat-e-Ilahl (mercy of Allah JsA^), the 
stands for Jurm (crime) of the person and the <-j stands for Birr (kindness). In other 
words, it is as if Allah says, ‘Place my servant’s crime between My mercy and My 
kindness.’ (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 301) 
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Month of sowing seeds 

Sayyiduna ‘Allamah Saffaurl has stated, ‘Rajab is the month of sowing seeds, 

Sha’ban is the month of watering them and Ramadan is the month of reaping the harvest. 
Therefore, if someone does not sow the seeds of worship in Rajab and does not water 
them with tears of remorse in Sha’ban, how will he be able to reap the harvest of mercy 
in Ramadan?’ He has further stated, ‘Rajab purifies the body, Sha’ban purifies 

the heart and Ramadan purifies the soul.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 155) 

I learnt in ten days what I couldn’t learn in my whole life 

Dear Islamic brothers! Join the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami in order to enhance 
the spirit of worshipping and fasting in Rajab. Travel with the Madam Qafilah and attend 
the collective I’tikaf organized by Dawat-e-Islami, a Madam transformation will take 
place in your life A blessing of the sacred environment of Dawat-e-Islami is 

presented in the form of an incident for your persuasion. Therefore, an Islamic brother 
of Saeedabad Baldiyah Town, Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi gave the following account: 

I was a student of matriculation in those days. As a result of the individual effort of my 
landlord who was associated with Dawat-e-Islami, I took part in the collective I’tikaf 
organized by Dawat-e-Islami, in the last ten days of Ramadan in Ghausia Masjid, New 
Saeedabad Memon colony. I cannot express the blessings of the company of the Rasul’s 
devotees in words. In short, during those ten days, I learnt what I could not learn in my 
whole life. 

Participation in I’tikaf proved to be a turning point in my life. I began to wear a turban 
regularly and travelled with a Sunnafi-Inspiring Madam Qafilah in the company of Rasul’s 
devotees on the second day of Eid. My participation in the Madam activities 

of Dawat-e-Islami further increased and I am currently serving Dawat-e-Islami as a 
responsible for Madam In’amat. 


Jp aAll ^*2 
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Five blessed nights 

Sayyiduna Abu Umamah has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

has said, ‘There are five nights in which Dua is not turned down: 

1. The first night of Raj ab 

2. 15 th Sha’ban 

3. The night between Thursday and Friday 

4. The night of Eid-ul-Fitr and 

5. The night of Eid-ul-Adha.’ 

(Al-Jami '-us-Saghlr, pp. 241, Hadis 3952) 

Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Ma’dan i&a- has said, ‘There are five particular nights in a 

year. The one spending them in worship testifying them with the intention of gaining 
reward will enter Heaven: 

1. The first night of Rajab (one should worship at the night and fast during the day). 

2. The night of Eid-ul-Fitr & 

3. That of Eid-ul-Adha (one should worship at these nights but fast is impermissible 
on both Eid days). 

4. The 15 th night of Sha’ban (one should worship at the night and fast the following 
day) and 

5. The night of ‘Ashura (10 th night of Muharram-ul-Haram) (worship at the night and 
fast the following day).’ (Ghunya-tut-Talibln, pp. 236) 

First fast is Kaffarah for three years’ sins 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet j* has said, ‘The fast of the first day of Rajab is the expiation for 

three years, the fast of the second day is the expiation for two years and that of the third 
day is the expiation for one year and then the fast of each remaining day is the expiation 
for one month.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghlr, pp. 311, Hadis 5051) 
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Rajab is name of a heavenly river 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik au. jus alii && has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummali, the Owner of Jannah ij* has said, ‘In Heaven, there is 

a river called ‘Rajab’ whose water is whiter than milk and sweeter than honey. The one 
keeping a fast in the month of Rajab will be given its water to drink by Allah J*sK’ 
(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 367, Hadis 3800) 

Shiny mountain 

Once, Sayyiduna Isa visJis sJlUi <«u. Jx passed by a luminous mountain that was 
sparkling with light. He -.Sjui-mU. said to Almighty, ‘Ya Allah JteSM Give this mountain the 
power of speaking.’ The mountain spoke, ‘O Ruhullah What do you 

want to ask me?’ He -SsjijUahs replied, ‘Tell me about your state.’ The mountain 
said, ‘A person lives inside me.’ Sayyiduna ‘Isa -v4ui humbly said to Allah Js-sS^, ‘Allow 
me to see him.’ 

The mountain split open and a very beautiful pious man emerged from it. The man said, 
‘I am a follower of Sayyiduna Musa I prayed Allah J«5*- to keep me 

alive until the era of His Last Rasul J*s 4* 3* so that I behold him and get the 

privilege of becoming his follower. JmS& Ai5j^S\\ I have been worshipping Allah Js-sS^ in 
this mountain for six hundred years.’ Sayyiduna ‘Isa -Aui asked, ‘Ya Allah Is 
there anyone dearer to You on the earth than this person?’ Allah Jm 5*- answered ‘O Isa 
(^sujiaJx)! Whoever from the Ummah of Muhammad JUs«si\s<sUJbSeiiiJ* fasts a single day in 
the month of Rajab, is dearer to Me than this person.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. l,pp. 155) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Excellence of one fast 

Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dihlvl has quoted a saying of our 

Holy Rasul j*, ‘Rajab is one of the sacred months and its days are inscribed 

on the portal of the sixth sky. If a person fasts a day in Rajab with piety, the portal and 
the day (he fasted) will seek repentance for that person in the court of Allah and 
will say, ‘Ya Allah <j*s3s forgive him.’ If the person fasts without piety, the portal and day 
will not intercede for his forgiveness and they will say to him, ‘Your Nafs has betrayed 
you.’ (Masabata-bis-Sunnah, pp. 342) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt that staying hungry and thirsty is not the sole aim 
of fast; avoiding every type of sin is also necessary. Committing sins despite having fast 
can lead to intense deprivation. 

Blessing of Rajab’s fast in ark of Prophet Nuh 

Sayyiduna Anas «£ Jis5 Aji ^ has narrated that Rasulullah J*s jus &h\ j* has said: 
‘Whoever keeps one fast in Rajab it will be equivalent to one year’s fasts. Whoever keeps 
seven fasts, the seven gates of Hell will be closed for him. Whoever keeps eight fasts, the 
eight portals of Heaven will be opened for him. Whoever keeps ten fasts, Allah shall 
grant him whatever he asks for. If someone keeps fifteen fasts, an announcement is made 
for him from the sky, ‘Your previous sins have been forgiven, so start your deeds again 
because your sins have been turned into virtues’, and if anyone does more, Allah JmS*- 
shall give him more. Prophet Nuh -SjuisiU. boarded the ark in Rajab. He not only 

fasted himself but also ordered his companions to fast. His ark travelled continuously for 
six months until it stopped on 10 th Muharram.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 368, Hadis 3801) 

Heavenly palace 

Tabi’I Sayyiduna Abu Qilabah &i£. t )tsS&b\ ( &e has stated, ‘There is a grand palace in Heaven 
for those who fast in Rajab.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Imdn, vol. 3, pp. 368, Hadis 3802) 

Excellence of removing difficulty 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Zubayr iic JU5 &h\ has said, ‘Whoever relieves someone of 
difficulty in the month of Rajab, Allah JsA*- will bestow upon him a Heavenly palace which 
will be as spacious as the limit of one’s vision. Honour Rajab, Allah JmS*- will honour you 
a thousand times more.’ (Ghunya-tut-Talibln, pp. 234) 

Reward for hundred years of fasting 

The 27 th of Rajab is such a sacred day when the Noble Prophet i j* received 

his first revelation and his glorious miracle in the form of Mi’raj (ascension) also took 
place on the same day. 
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There is great excellence of fasting on the 27 th of Rajab. Sayyiduna Salman Farsi 
has narrated that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah J* has 

said, ‘There is a day and a night in the month of Rajab; if a person fasts during the day 
and stands (for worship) in the night, it will be as if he has fasted for one hundred years. 
This is the 27 th of Rajab. This is the day on which the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of 
our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind j* was given Prophethood.’ 

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 373, Hadis 3811) 

One virtue is equivalent to hundred years of virtues 

In Rajab, there is one such night at which the one performing good deed gets the reward 
of hundred years’ worship, (and) it is the 27 th night of Rajab. The one who offers twelve 
Rak’at at this night reciting Surah Al-Fatihah and another Surah in every Rak’at and 
Tashahhud after every two Rak’at and performs Salam after all twelve Rak’at and then 
recites the following hundred times: 



Istighfar hundred times, Salat-‘Alan-Nabi hundred times and then makes Du’a for anything 
of the world and the hereafter and then fasts in the morning; all of his prayers (Du’as) 
will be answered except the one made for any sin. (Shu’ab-ul-lman, vol. 3, pp. 374, Hadis 3812) 




Fast of the 27 th compensates for ten years’ sins 

A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated with reference to ‘Fawdid-e- 

Hanad’ that Sayyiduna Anas &<? has narrated that the Holy Prophet i j* 

has said, ‘I was given Prophethood on the 27 th of Rajab. Whoever fasts this day and makes 
Du’a at the time of Iftar, it will be expiation for his ten years’ sins.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadid), 
vol. 10, pp. 648) 
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Reward for sixty months of fasting 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah astjusAiii has stated, ‘If someone keeps fast on the 27 th of 
Rajab, he will be given the reward of fasting for sixty months (five years) and this is the 
day when Jibrail came down to give Prophethood to Beloved Rasul Muhammad 

(Tanzi-ush-Shari’ah, vol 2, pp. 161, Hadis 41) 


Reward for hundred years of fasting 

Sayyiduna Salman Farsi has narrated that the Holy Prophet laiAiJ* has 

said, ‘There is a day and a night in the month of Rajab. If a person fasts during the day 
and stands (for worship) in the night, it will be as if he fasted for one hundred years. This 
is the 27 th of Rajab. This is the day on which the Noble Prophet JUs-jbssfeJtsSiiii J* was given 
Prophethood.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3,pp. 374, Hadis 3811) 


Dawat-e-Islami and Mi’raj-un-Nabi 4# 

Dear Islamic brothers! Another speciality of Rajab lies in the miracle of Mi’raj (ascension) 
which Allah JmS*- granted to His Beloved Rasul A^b^jusiAi J* on the 27 th night of Rajab. 
At this sacred night, he JLJ* travelled from Masjid-ul-Haram to Masjid-ul- 
Aqsa (Bayt-ul-Muqaddas) and then to the skies. He j* saw the wonders of 

Heaven and Hell as well. He JUs-jjbsskJfcs blessed the ‘Arsh with the privilege of kissing 
his blessed feet and saw his Creator JmS*- with his eyes in the state of complete wakefulness. 
He completed this journey and returned within a few moments. The 27 th 

night of Rajab is a very sacred night. 

Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c non-political, religious movement of Quran and 
Sunnah, organises Ijtima at every year on the 27 th night at numerous venues of different 
countries of the world in order to commemorate the Mi’raj-un-NabI JUs iAi J*. 

Hundreds of thousands of Rasul’s devotees gain spiritual blessings from these Ijtima’at. 
In my opinion, JLmJ zaLiJxj^\, the biggest Ijtima’ in the commemoration of Mi’raj is held in 
Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi every year. This Ijtima’ lasts almost the whole night. 

(Jp (JUu all! Ijlvs 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


818 


Return of shroud 

A pious lady used to live in Basra. At the time of her death, she made the will to her son 
that he shroud her in the clothes she used to wear to perform worship in Rajab. When the 
lady passed away, her son forgetfully shrouded her in any other cloth. After the burial, 
when he returned home from the cemetery, he was astonished to discover that the cloth 
in which he mistakenly shrouded his mother was at home and the clothes she made her 
will about had disappeared! Suddenly, a voice was heard saying, ‘Take back your shroud. 
We have shrouded her (in the cloth she willed). We do not leave the people who fast in 
Rajab unhappy in their graves.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 208) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on her and forgive us without accountability for her sake! 




Too much love made me stubborn 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to break the habit of sins, to get the spiritual pleasure of 
worship, and to develop enthusiasm for keeping fasts in Rajab, please travel routinely 
with the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami along with Rasul’s devotees. 

A blessing of Madam Qafilah is presented for your encouragement and persuasion. An 
Islamic brother of Shahdarah (Markaz-ul-Auliya, Lahore) gave the following account: I 
was the only child of my parents; their excessive love had spoilt me and made me a 
disobedient son. I used to stay up late and waste my time and sleep till late in the day. 

If my parents tried to advise me, I’d shout at them and tell them off. Sometimes they’d 
even cry. My mother’s eyes would fill with tears making Du’a for my reform. May 
millions of salutations be to the moment when I was blessed with meeting an Islamic 
brother of Dawat-e-Islami. Making individual effort, he convinced me, a sinner and 
extremely wicked person, to travel in a Madam Qafilah. I took part in a three day Madam 
Qafilah with Rasul’s devotees. The blessed company of Rasul’s devotees transformed me 
so profoundly in those three days that my hard heart which did not get any effect even 
by my mother’s tears became soft. 
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A MadanI revolution took place in my heart and I started offering Sal ah regularly during 
Madani Qafilah. When I returned, I said Salam, kissed my father’s hand and my mother’s 
feet. Everyone was shocked to see such a great positive change in my behaviour! 

The company of Rasul’s devotees during the Madani Qafilah completely changed 
me and, at the time of making this statement, this sinner who did not use to offer Salah, 
has now got the responsibility of waking up Muslims for Fajr Salah by calling Sada-e- 
Madlnah. (In the Madani atmosphere of Dawat-e-Islami the term ‘Sada-e-Madlnah’ refers 
to the act of waking Muslims up for Fajr Salah). 


Garchay a 'mal-e-bad, aur afal-e-bad 
Nay hay ruswa kiyd, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Kar safar do gey, turn sudhar jao gey 
Mango chal kar Du ’a, Qafilay mayn chalo 


Even if misdeeds have caused disgrace, travel with Madam Qafilah 
You will get reformed, come and make Du’a in Madani Qafilah 




Three narrations about companionship 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! The one who did not use to offer any Salah, started 
not only offering Salah himself but also waking up others for Salah due to the blessing of 
the company of Rasul’s devotees. There is no doubt that company has its effects, good 
company makes you good and bad company makes you bad. Therefore, one must always 
adopt the company of the pious people. Here are three sacred Ahadis regarding company: 

1. A good companion is the one that helps you (remember Allah when you 

remember Him, and reminds you (of remembering Him) when you forget. (Al-Jami’-u§- 
Saghir, pp. 244, Hadis 3999) 

2. A good companion is the one whose sight makes you remember Allah and 
whose actions make you remember the afterlife, (ibid, pp. 247, Hadis 4063) 

3. Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq A’zam ^.jyseisi^ has said, ‘Do not get involved in something 
that doesn’t benefit you. Stay away from your enemy, and avoid your friend unless 
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he is trustworthy because no one is like a trustworthy man. A trustworthy man is 
the one who fears Allah JsAs- and stays away from sinners (who disobey Allah Js-sS*- 
and His Beloved Prophet J*) because he will teach you sin. Don’t tell 

him your secret and seek the advice of people who fear Allah JU-sSt’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, 
vol. 9, pp. 75, Hadis 25565) 


Refrain from bad company 

By Shari’ah, it is forbidden to adopt the company of those who don’t offer Salah, abuse, 
watch films and dramas, listen to music, lie, backbite, tell tales, break promises, steal, bribe 
and drink alcohol. Similarly, one must stay away from sinners, apostates and unbelievers. 
Anyone who deliberately joins their company without a Shar’i exemption is a sinner. 

It is stated on page 237 of the 22 nd volume of Fatawa Razawiyyah that A’la Hadrat 
JtiS Aji kh> was asked: ‘To what extent should we avoid a fornicator and Dayyus 
(someone who doesn’t care about the immodesty of his wife or other Mahram women 
and does not make all possible attempts to stop them)?’ He A kf-t replied: ‘The 
fornicator and the Dayyus are sinners. One must stay away from them.’ After saying this 
he mentions the 68 th verse of Surah Al-An’am (part 7): 

s® ^ l&As\ 

And when the devil (Satan) makes you forget then sit not you after recollection with the 
unjust people. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 7, Surah Al-An’am, verse 68) 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, a renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan has stated, ‘This verse clearly states that avoiding bad company is 

extremely important. A bad companion is worse than even a snake because a snake will 
take your life but a bad companion may take your faith.’ (Nur-ul-’lrfan, pp. 215) 

Rajah ka wasitah ham sab kimaghfiratfarma 
Ilahi Jannat-e-Firdaus marhamat farma 

Forgive all of us for the sake of Rajab 
Bless us with Jannat-ul-Firdaus, Yd Rab 
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Fasts of Sha’ban 

Month of the Holy Prophet 

Describing the importance of Sha’ban, the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 
the Owner of Jannah JUs^ibssfcJtsSiiii j* has said: ‘Sha’ban is the month of mine and Ramadan 
is the month of Allah Js-sS^.’ (Al-JamV-us-Saghir, pp. 301, Hadis 4779) 

Blessings of Sha’ban 

The Arabic word (Sha’ban) contains five letters: 4 ->,' and o. The stands for 

Sharaf (nobility), the ^ for ‘Uluw (upliftment), the «-> for Birr (piety), the ' for Ulfat 
(admiration) and the o for Nur (light). These are the gifts from Allah Js-sS^ to His servants 
in this month. It is the month in which the doors of good deeds are opened, blessings are 
sent down, faults are forgiven, sins are expiated and Salat is recited in huge numbers 
upon the Beloved and Blessed Prophet bi J*. (Ghunya-tut-Talibm, vol. l, pp. 246) 


Enthusiasm of companions iis\ 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik has stated, ‘When the blessed companions j&zjkSifo 

saw the crescent of Sha’ban, they would busy themselves in reciting the Holy Quran and 
pay Zakah so that the weak and the poor may also make preparation for the fasting of the 
month of Ramadan. The governors would summon the prisoners to enforce sentence to 
those who were to be sentenced (by Shari’ah) and set the rest free. Businessmen would 
pay their debts and collect their dues. (In this way, they would become free for worship 
before the appearance of the moon of Ramadan), and as soon as the moon of Ramadan 
appeared, they would perform Ghusl and (some) would take part in I’tikaf for the whole 
month.’ (Ghunya-tut-Talibm, vol. l,pp. 246) 


Enthusiasm of today’s Muslims 

6^! The Muslims of earlier times loved worshipping, but today’s Muslims are 
generally interested in accumulating wealth. They possessed Madam mindset and 
worshipped Allah JisSt in abundance in the sacred months and strived to gain the 
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nearness and closeness of Allah but unfortunately, today’s Muslims often plan how 
to earn the despicable wealth of this world in the blessed months especially in Ramadan. 
Having mercy on the people, Allah j*s5*- increases rewards but on the contrary, the 
unfortunate people increase the price on their items in the blessed month of Ramadan 
causing trouble for their own Muslim brothers. 

Fasting in Sha’ban to respect Ramadan 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs-jtfbssfcjitfiii! J* has said: ‘After Ramadan, the best fasts for honouring Ramadan are the 
fasts of Sha’ban.’ (Shu ’ab-ul-lman, vol. 3, pp. 377, Hadis 3819) 

Fasting in most days of Sha’ban is Sunnah 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah tpt iAi has stated, ‘I did not see the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet JUs jus dji J* keep fasts more abundantly in any month than in 
Sha’ban. He j* used to keep fasts the entire month except a few days.’ 

(JamV TirmizT, vol. 2, pp. 182, Hadis 736) 

(Jp (JUo alll (Jp - 1jivs 


List of the dead is made 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah tjS£.jb$e&>\6& has narrated, ‘The Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
splits? would keep fasts throughout Sha’ban.’ She i3i& Jirf o*? once asked, ‘Ya 
Rasulallah JUs«abs«kJtsS4iii j*! Do you like fasting in Sha’ban the most?’ He Jk 

replied, ‘Allah J«j£- records the name of every person who will die this year and I like to be 
in the state of fasting at the time of my demise.’ (MusnadAbiYa’la, vol. 4, pp. 277, Hadis 4890) 

Favourite month 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Abi Qays jus has narrated that he heard Sayyidatuna 
‘Aishah Siddiqah tps. jusi&ic^s- say, ‘Sha’ban was the favourite month of the Holy Prophet 
JUs jus &tii J*. He JUs jus abi J* would fast during this month and join it with 
Ramadan.’ (Sunan AblDawiid, vol. 2,pp. 476, Hadis 2431) 
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People are heedless of Sha’ban’s significance 

Sayyiduna Usamah Bin Zayd &£• dji ^ has stated, ‘I asked the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet J*, ‘Ya Rasulallah JUs*db<sfcjtsS4iiii j*, ‘I have seen you keep fasts in the 

month of Sha’ban so abundantly that I have never seen you keep fasts so abundantly in 
any other month.’ The Beloved and Blessed Prophet s^jisSaisi j* replied, ‘This month 
is between Rajab and Ramadan; people are heedless of it. It is the month in which people’s 
deeds are presented before Allah I wish that my deeds be presented at a time when 
I am in the State of fast.’ (Sunan Nasal, vol. 4, pp. 200) 

Act according to your strength 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tjs. jta -M has narrated, ‘The Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah JUs 4 = t&\ & would keep more fasts in Sha’ban than in any 

other month. He JUs «db 'M would keep fasts throughout Sha’ban and say, ‘Act 
according to your strength because Allah Js-sS^ does not prevent His bounties until you 
get tired.’ Indeed the most pleasing (Nafl) Salah to Allah Js-sSs- is the one that is offered 
steadfastly, though in less amount, so whenever he offered any (Nafl) 

Salah he used to offer Steadfastly.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 648, Hadis 1970) 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall has stated, ‘In the 

previous sacred Hadis, fasting for the whole of Sha’ban means fasting for the most days 
of the month. (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 303) There is nothing wrong with fasting all the days 
of Sha’ban as well.’ 

jiHii Ai/o^sS\l Many Islamic brothers and sisters of Dawat-e-Islami fast continuously for 
three months (Rajab and Sha’ban and Ramadan). In order to develop a habit of fasting 
and acting upon the Sunnah, please join the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. A 
Madam blessing is presented to encourage you: 

I was fond of flying kites 

An Islamic brother of Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi gave the following account: Unfortunately, 
I spent my past life in sins. I used to fly kites and play computer games. I would stick my 
nose into everyone’s business, argue with people unnecessarily and start fights without 
any reason. 
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Luckily, I performed I’tikaf for the last ten days of Ramadan in my local Masjid as a result 
of the individual effort of an Islamic brother. I saw some extremely pleasant dreams and 
felt immense peace. I was blessed with performing I’tikaf for another two years. Making 
individual effort, once the Muazzin of the Masjid convinced me to attend the weekly 
Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima of Dawat-e-Islami in its global Madani Markaz, Faizan-e- 
Madinah. When we reached Falzan-e-Madlnah, a Muballigh was delivering a speech. He 
was dressed in white clothes with a brown shawl over his shoulders and a green turban on 
his head. He also had a fist-length beard on his face. I’d never seen such a refulgent face 
before. The attraction and refulgence of the Muballigh’s face captured my heart and hence 
I joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. For the past two years I have been 
performing I’tikaf in the global Madani Markaz, Falzan-e-Madlnah (Bab-ul-Madlnah). 
jwjj-iijiUsii! I have also grown my beard according to Sunnah. 




Which month is best after Ramadan? 

Sayyiduna Anas xzj&'j , has stated, ‘Someone asked the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JUs«jdb s»is jus*iii j* as to which fast is the best after Ramadan? He jus 4&1 replied, 

‘The fast of Sha’ban for honouring Ramadan.’ He Jks^Vs^jisSabi j* was further asked what 
the best charity was, and he JUs jus Atiij* replied, ‘To give charity in the month of 

Ramadan.’ ( Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 2, pp. 145, Hadis 663) 

Manifestation of specific attribute at 15 th night 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tjfcjtAAi && has reported that the Holy Prophet j* 

has said: Allah reveals His specific attribute on the 15 th night. (He forgives 
those who ask for forgiveness and showers mercy upon those who ask for mercy but 
leaves those who hold malice (in their hearts for each other). (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 382, 
Hadis 3835) 
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Nuisance of people who hold grudges 

Sayyiduna Mu’az Bin Jabal ^ jtss 1 A 1 && has reported that the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah J* has said: ‘On the 15 th night, Allah Js-sS^ reveals His 

specific attribute to the whole of creation and forgives everyone except the unbeliever 
and the one who has malice (in his heart for another Muslim).’ (Al-lhsan bittartib Sahib ibn 
Hibban, vol. 7, pp. 470, Hadis 5636) 

Dear Islamic brothers! Any two Muslims that have enmity against each other due to any 
worldly matter should apologize to each others before the arrival of Shab-e-Bara-at so 
that they aren’t deprived of the mercy of Allah JmK 

Motivated by these Ahadis, my leader A’la Hadrat had established 

a custom in Madlna-tul-Murshid Bareilly, inspiring the Muslims to apologize to each 
other prior to the arrival of Shab-e-Bara-at. It is my Madam request that all Islamic 
brothers should do this, and Islamic sisters should also seek forgiveness from each other 
by phone etc. 

(Jp (JUo all! c_JL^-! <Jp 


Message of Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 

Shab-e-Bara-at is approaching. At this night, the deeds of all the people are presented in 
the court of Allah Js-sK For the sake of the Beloved Prophet JUs-ab-afe Jtss*fai Allah 
forgives the sins of the Muslims, however, He says about those two Muslims who 
have malice due to worldly matter, ‘Leave them as they are unless they reconcile.’ 

Everyone should fulfill others’ rights or have them forgiven so that (by the grace of 
Allah ck-sJt) the book of deeds is presented to Allah Js-A^ in such a state that there is no 
violation of others’ rights in it. For the forgiveness of the rights of Allah a sincere 
repentance is sufficient as a Hadis says, ‘SJ cSs M dolM’ ( The one repenting of 

his sin is like the one who has not committed the sin at all). By the blessing of repenting in 
the aforementioned way, (by the grace of Allah J«5t) there is a strong hope of complete 
forgiveness provided the beliefs are correct. 
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In Bareilly, this is a long-standing practice that the Muslims are reconciled with each 
others and forgive each others’ rights. Hopefully, by starting this trend among the Muslims 
of your city, you would also get deserving of the reward described in the narration that 
says: 

Cr? fet di Cr* 

The one who promotes a good innovation in Islam will get its reward in addition to the 
reward of those practicing upon it till the Day of Judgement without any reduction in their 
reward. 

Make supplication for this beggar’s absolution and peace in the world as well as in the 
Hereafter. This beggar supplicates and will continue to supplicate for you 
All the Muslims should be made to realize that reconciliation and forgiveness should be 
made sincerely and wholeheartedly as neither lip-service is acknowledged nor hypocrisy 
is liked in the court of Allah JmK 

Ahmad Raza Qadirl 
From: Bareilly 

Those who are deprived on Shab-e-Bara-at 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah has narrated that the Holy Prophet ij* 

has stated, ‘Jibrail -Axilla came to me and said, ‘This is the 15 th night of Sha’ban. At this 
night, Allah frees as many people from fire as the number of the hair growing on 
the sheep of the tribe of Ban! Kalb; but He does not have mercy on those associating 
partners with Allah J«S£, having malice in their heart (against someone), breaking ties 
with relatives, wearing clothes dangling down the ankles (as a sign of pride), disobeying 
parents, and habitual drinker.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 383, Hadis 3837) 

The narration which Sayyiduna Imam Ahmad au. Jts dii has taken from Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar Ibn Zayd mentions a murderer as well. (Musnad imam 

Ahmad, vol. 2, pp. 589, Hadis 6653) 
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Everyone is forgiven except... 

Sayyiduna Kaslr Bin Murrah has reported that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

JUj-Jbssk Jissdii j* has said: ‘On the 15 th night of Sha’ban, Allah forgives everyone 
dwelling on the earth except the unbeliever and the one who holds grudge.’ (Al-Mutha-rul- 
RabV, pp. 376, Hadis 769) 


Ask for whatever you want in Shab-e-Bara-at 

Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘Ali 444-5 jus ain has reported that the Prophet of 

Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah JUs «s!b J(sS shi j* has said: 
‘When the 15 th night of Sha’ban comes, stand (to offer Salah) in it and fast on the day 
because Allah Js-sS^ reveals His specific attribute on the sky of the world from sunset and 
says, ‘Is there anyone who seeks forgiveness from Me so that I forgive him! Is there anyone 
who seeks sustenance so that I provide him with sustenance! Is there any troubled person 
so that I relieve him from his trouble! Is there anyone like this! Is there anyone like this!’ 
He keeps saying this till Fajr.’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 160, Hadis 1388) 


Supplication of Sayyiduna Dawud fSLUi £&■ 

Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘All , 4^1444-5 jus tbsdS- would often go outside on the 15 th 
night of Sha’ban. Once, as usual, he as. Jtrfdiics*? came out, raised his gaze towards the sky 
and said, ‘Once, the Beloved Prophet of Allah, Sayyiduna Dawud -lui looked upwards 
on the 15 th night of Sha’ban and said, ‘This is the time of (acceptance), whoever made 
Du’a to Allah JUsSt for anything, Allah Js-sS^ has accepted his Du’a. Whoever asked for 
forgiveness, Allah has forgiven him provided he is not an ‘Ushshar (the person who 
unjustly demands tax money), a magician, fortune teller, cruel policeman, one who tells 
tales to a ruler, singer and a musical instruments player.’ Then he recited: 

141 ? j\ 0 , 1 k 3 ijlco SjlS ^4111 

Translation: ‘Ya Allah Js-sS^! O Rab of Dawud (v&4JI<mU.)! Whoever makes Du’a to You or seeks 
forgiveness from You, forgive him.’ 


(Masabata-bis-Sunnah, pp. 354) 
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Revering Shab-e-Bara-at 

The Syrian (Tabi’In) saints would honour Shab-e-Bara-at a lot and worship 

abundantly in it. Other Muslims also learnt to honour this night from them. Some Syrian 
scholars 0 ^^%&*<> have said: To worship collectively on Shab-e-Bara-at in the Masjid is 
desirable (Mustahab). To honour this night, Sayyiduna Khalid and Luqman 
and other honourable Tabi’in ali ^ used to wear nice clothes, apply kohl and 

perfume and offer (Nafl) Sal ah in the Masjid. (Lataif-ul-Ma’arif, pp. 263) 

Nights of goodness 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah has stated that I heard the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet Aid* say, ‘Allah opens the portals of goodness at four nights: 

1. Night of Eid-ul-Adha 

2. Night of Eid-ul-Fitr 

3. Night of the 15 th of Sha’ban as the names of those who would die and perform Hajj 
(this year) and sustenance are inscribed this night. 

4. Night of Arafat (9 th Zul-Hijjah) till the Azan of Fajr. (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 7, pp. 402) 

Groom’s name amongst the dead 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs«jsAs<»ki)tsSiiiii J* has said: The lives (of people) come to an end from the period of one 
Sha’ban to the next Sha’ban. A man gets married and is blessed with offspring but his name 
is written amongst those who are going to die. (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 15, pp. 292, Hadis 42773) 

Name of the one making house amongst the dead 

Sayyiduna Imam Ibn Abid Dunya has narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Ata Bin Yasar 

when the 15 th night of Sha’ban (Shab-e-Bara-at) comes, the angel of death is 
given a scripture and is told, ‘Take this scripture. There would be a man lying on bed and 
would marry a woman and make a house, yet his name will have been written amongst 
the dead.’ ( Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 7, pp. 402) 
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Division of year’s affairs 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas o*? has stated, ‘(Sometimes) A man is walking, yet his 

name is amongst the dead.’ Then he ait jus ablest recited the 3 rd and 4 th verses of Surah 
Ad-Dukhan (part 25): 

Undoubtedly, We sent it down in a blessed night; verily we are to warn.’ Therein every affair 
of wisdom is divided. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 

He a*? then said, ‘At this night, the worldly affairs from one year to the other are 
divided.’ (Tafsir Tabari, vol. 11, pp. 223) Commenting on this verse, a renowned exegetist of 
the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan aKsJi ^s, has stated, ‘This night refers to either 
Layla-tul-Qadr (which is) the 27 th night or Shab-e-Mi’raj (the night of the Ascension) or 
the Shab-e-Bara-at (which is) the 15 th night of Sha’ban. At this night, the entire Holy 
Quran descended from Lauh-e-Mahfuz to the sky of the world and then from there was 
revealed to the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUsidbs*isjus&bi j* gradually in the period of 
twenty three years. 

This verse also clarifies that the night in which the Holy Quran was revealed is sacred, so 
likewise, the night in which the Sahib-e-Quran jusaiii J* (the one to whom the 

Quran was revealed) came into this world is also sacred. At this night, the year’s sustenance, 
death, life, honour, disgrace, and all other affairs are transferred from the Lauh-e-Mahfuz 
to the scriptures of the angels and each scripture is given to the angel appointed for that 
task. For example, the angel of death is given the list of all people who would die that 
year.’ (Nur-ul- 'Irfan, pp. 790) 


Crucial decisions 

Dear Islamic brothers! How crucial the 15 th night of Sha’ban-ul-Mu’azzam is! Who knows 
what will be predestined for him. Sometimes, a person is heedless but he is unaware of 
what is in store for him. It is stated in Ghunya-tut-Talibin, ‘The shrouds of many people 
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are washed and ready but the people who are going to wear those shrouds are wandering 
around in the marketplaces. There are many people whose graves have been dug and are 
ready but those who are going to be buried in them are lost in happiness. Some people are 
laughing but the time of their ruin is close. The construction of many houses is going to 
be completed but the time of the death of their owners has also approached.’ (Ghunya-tut- 
Talibin, vol. 1, pp. 251) 

Attention! 

In Shab-e-Bara-at the deeds of people are raised. Therefore, if possible, fast on the 14 th of 
Sha’ban and stay in the Masjid with the intention of Natl I’tikaf after offering ‘Asr Sal ah 
so that the deeds of fasting, sitting in the Masjid and I’tikaf etc. would be written just 
before the arrival of the night in which books of deeds are raised, and Shab-e-Bara-at 
would begin in the merciful atmosphere of the Masjid. 




Six Nawafil after Maghrib Salah 

To offer six Nafl after the Fard and Sunan of Maghrib is one of the practices of the pious 
saints Jss&b\j#*v. After offering the Fard and Sunan etc., offer six Rak’at of Nafl in sets of 
two. Before offering the first two Rak’at, make the intention: ‘Yd Allah JU-sW By the blessing 
of these two Rak’at, grant me a well long life.’ Similarly, before offering the second two 
Rak’at, make the intention: ‘Yd Allah d«W By the blessing of these two Rak’at, save me 
from afflictions’ Before offering the last two Rak’at, make the intention: ‘Yd Allah <$&&■! 
By the blessing of these two Rak’at, do not make me dependent on anyone except You.’ 

After every two Rak’at, recite Surah Al-Ikhlas twenty one times or Surah Yasln once. If 
possible, recite them both. It is also possible that one Islamic brother recites Surah Yasln 
while the rest listen. Keep in mind that the other brothers do not have to recite Surah 
Yasln etc. individually while loud recitation is going on. You will attain huge 

rewards at the very beginning of the night. After each Surah Yasln, recite the Du’a of 
Sha’ban: 
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Du’a for mid-Sha’ban 




With the name of Allah the most Kind, the Most Merciful! 


jL^ (jj^\ £3 ^-c- \^Aaio3\ l-XS-^ <— 

Hip 1 lijJiJJo \oJLx~ 1 Jp ’& (jfOLo^ ^3 jj jLxx 5^3 (/Jjii ciHoJ^-3 

csiJLo qLclJ(J-& tiLLx^j(3 ^^cA 54\jli 

£)-f lJuo. 13\ 4^45 Q ^ lj£\ <^ 0! (y s4* a ^SOH jC -3 C C-w--ij3 £Lij Ho 

Ppl-P^S'^-P^o^^-c-<—o-4^(^ l g c3/^4 

ISjJp (^Lx5 dJo\ ^pfl3 0j c —Jj c.Nt i"^,\ 4\j\ 0Lfc\ 4^ 3 jaAjuSi H3 j»Jotj H 

0 yj 44 3 j*Hi 3 3 dj\ (J-c -3 


Translation: Ya Allah JisSM You shower favours on everyone and no one can do You any 
favour! O Possessor of majesty and honour! O Distributor of bounty and rewards! There is none 
worthy of worship except You. You help the troubled and provide refuge to the refuge-seekers 
and give peace to those who are in fear. Ya Allah JmSM In the mother of all books (i.e. Lauh-e- 
Mahfuz) that is with You, if You have written my name among the unfortunate, the deprived, 
the rejected or those without enough sustenance, then Ya Allah J^sS^, with Your grace, remove 
this misfortune, deprivation and lack of sustenance in the mother of all books that is with You, 
write my name among those who are blessed with good fortune, increased sustenance and 
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ability to perform good deeds. Indeed, You have truly mentioned in Your book (i.e. the Quran) 
as described by Your Prophet j*: Translation from Kanz-ul-Iman: ‘Allah J«5£ 

blots out what He wills and establishes what He wills and with Him is the actual writing.’ 
(Part 13, Surah Ar-Ra’d, verse 39) O my Rab Js-sSM For the sake of the specific attribute on this 
fifteenth night of the blessed month of Sha’ban in which wise and irrevocable decrees are 
issued, remove from us all calamities and hardships, those that we know about as well as those 
that we don’t, while You know everything. Truly, You are the most powerful, most honourable. 
And may Allah Almighty JmA shower blessings and peace on Sayyiduna Muhammad, and on 
his family and his companions and all praise is for Allah J«5*-, Rab of the worlds. 

Request of Sag-e-Madinah 

It is my (the author’s) long standing practice to offer six Nafl and do Tilawah 
at Shab-e-Bara-at. This form of worship after Maghrib is Nafl. It is neither Fard nor 
Wajib, and there is no prohibition in Shari’ah about Nafl and Tilawah after Maghrib. 
Therefore, if possible, each Islamic brother should make proper arrangement for this 
worship in their local Masjid and gain reward in abundance. Islamic sisters should offer 
these Nafl at home. 

Protection from magic whole year 

At the 15 th night of Sha’ban, boil seven leaves of a berry tree in water and perform Ghusl 
with that water (unboiled water can also be added, if needed). JASt &i You will 
remain safe from magic for the whole year, (islami ZindagT, pp. 113) 

Shab-e-Bara-at and visiting graves 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah has narrated, ‘One night I did not find the Holy 

Prophet JUs.jbsskJtrfi&i J* but (then) I came across him in Baqi’. The Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet J* said to me, ‘Were you afraid that Allah J and His Prophet 

would not fulfil your rights?’ I politely replied ‘Ya Rasulallah 
I thought that you had probably gone to one of your other chaste wives.’ 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah ssabij* said, ‘Without doubt, 

on the 15 th night of Sha’ban, Allah Js-sfs- reveals His specific attribute on the sky of the 
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world and forgives more people than even the number of hair growing on the goats of 
the tribe Bani Kalb.’ (JamV TirmizT, vol. 2, pp. 183, Hadxs 739) 


Lighting candles on graves 

It is Sunnah for Islamic brothers to visit the graveyard on Shab-e-Bara-at (by Shari’ah, 
Islamic sisters are not allowed). It is not allowed to burn candles on the graves. However, 
if there is darkness in the cemetery and one needs light for the recitation of the Quran 
etc., a candle may be lit in this case for light at some distance away from the grave. 

Similarly, there is no harm in burning incenses at some distance away from the grave for 
spreading fragrance among the attendees. To lay shawl at the blessed graves of the Auliya 
and burning lamps beside them is permissible as these acts would attract people and 
they would develop the respect and reverence of saints in their hearts, gaining spiritual 
and worldly benefits. If the graves of Auliya and those of common people are kept in the 
same condition, many religious benefits would come to an end. 

Green paper 

Once, at the 15 th night of Sha’ban, Amir-ul-Muminin, Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul 
‘Aziz Jt*s dji was busy worshipping. When he «£• dji raised his head, he 
as. jfaSa discovered a green slip. Its light was spreading out towards the sky and it read, 
jjjilljlt Ji J1& ojliJ jjjill dUlk & jUJ! h\£ oik’ (Translation): ‘This is a letter of forgiveness 
from Allah to His servant ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz & abi &#■<?.’ (Tafsir Ruh-ul-Bayan, 
vol. 8, pp. 402) 

Who invented fireworks? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Shab-e-Bara-at is a night to gain freedom and salvation 

from the fire of Hell but unfortunately, today’s Muslims are buying fire themselves wasting 
their hard-earned money in the form of fireworks instead of gaining freedom from the 
fire. In this manner, they violate the honour and sacredness of this night. 

In the book entitled ‘Islami Zindagt, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘The 

tyrant king Namrud invented fireworks. When Sayyiduna Ibrahim -luts Luji ^ s 
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was placed into fire, the fire cooled and turned into a garden of flowers, so Namrud’s 
people prepared portable firework which they set on fire and threw towards Sayyiduna 
Ibrahim (IslamTZindagT, pp. 63) 


Fireworks are Haram 

Sadly, the futile tradition of fireworks is rapidly spreading amongst Muslims. Every year, 
Muslims waste millions of rupees buying fireworks. It’s often reported that so many 
houses have been burnt and so many people have tragically lost their lives as a result 
of fireworks. It can result in the loss of life and property; it is a complete waste of 
money either. Above all, this act is disobedience to Allah JmX Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
o&O' has stated, ‘Making, purchasing, selling and setting off fireworks are all 

Haram.’ (IslamTZindagT, pp. 63) 

Tujh ko Sha ’bdn-e-Mu ’azzam ka Khudaya wasitah 
Bakhsh day Rab-e-Muhammad Tii mayrl bar alk khata 

Forgive every mistake of mine, O Rab of Mustafa 
For the sake of Sha’ban-ul-Mu’azzam, Yd Allah 

jsJ- JUS aiil tjU, 


The Holy Prophet and green turban 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to develop the mindset of worshipping, fasting and 
avoiding sins including fireworks in Sha’ban, please travel with the Sunnah-Inspiring 
Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami in the company of Rasul’s devotees, and gain the 
blessings of the collective I’tikaf of Dawat-e-Islami in Ramadan. 

Now I am going to present such a heart-warming Madam blessing that will delight you, 
making your heart leap with joy, Therefore, an Islamic brother of Wah Cantt 

(Punjab, Pakistan) gave the following account: I was a college-student. Like my other 
fellows, I was also fond of fashion. I was crazy about watching and playing cricket, and I 
used to loaf about till late night. I did not use to offer any Salah except Eid ones. 
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In Ramadan (1422 A.H./2001) I went to a Masjid to offer Salah due to my parents’ 
insistence. After ‘Asr Salah a bearded Islamic brother dressed in white clothes with a 
green turban on his head gathered the people together and delivered Dars from Faizan-e- 
Sunnat. I also listened sitting at a distance. I left immediately after the Dars; this happened 
for about two or three days. 

One day, I stayed in the Masjid. An Islamic brother met me very warmly. He asked my 
name and address and told me some of the benefits of I’tikaf inviting me to take part in 
the collective I’tikaf going to be held in the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. At 
first, I refused, but he was an enthusiastic Islamic brother. He didn’t give up hope, he 
even came to my home and insisted that I perform I’tikaf. As a result of his constant 
individual efforts, I made up my mind to take part in the collective I’tikaf and handed in 
my contribution to the Saharl and Iftar expenses. During the last ten days of Ramadan I 
performed I’tikaf with Rasul’s devotees in the Jami’ Masjid Na’Imiyyah (Lala Rukh, Wah 
Cantt). 

The heart-warming atmosphere of the collective I’tikaf and the company of Rasul’s devotees 
completely changed my heart. During the I’tikaf, I offered Tahajjud, Ishraq, Chasht and 
Awwabln Salah. I felt extremely ashamed of missing my Salahs in my previous life. My 
eyes shed tears of shame and hence I made a firm intention to offer my Salah punctually 
in the future. 

During the supplication, on the 25 th night, I was so sad that I burst into tears. Suddenly, I 
dozed and had a dream in which I saw an extremely honourable and bright-faced 
personality. There was a crowd of people around him. When I asked about him, I was told 
that he was the Holy Prophet JUs^sssisJtdaiiiJ*. The crown of green turban was shining on 
his blessed head. I got such spiritual peace for the first time in my life by beholding 
the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
ajls jus fitii J*>. When I awoke everyone was reciting Salat-o-Salam. I was in an 
extremely strange state and my body was trembling. I cried uncontrollably and couldn’t 
hold back my tears. 

After the Salat-o-Salam Islamic brothers were lined up to have turbans tied around their 
heads (these were brothers who had made the intention to practice the Sunnah of wearing 
a turban). I could hardly manage to tell the following words to Islamic brothers standing 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


836 


near me, ‘I also want to tie a turban.’ After a short while, I also wore the crown of the 
blessed turban. During the I’tikaf, I had made the intention of travelling with a Madani 
Qafilah for thirty days. 

I travelled with the Madani Qafilah during which I not only learnt a lot of 
things including the method of delivering Dars and Bayan but started delivering Dars 
and Bayan as well. At the time of giving this statement, I am offering Salah punctually 
and making efforts for the Madani work of Dawat-e-Islami as the Nigran of a Zayli 
Mushawarat. 


(Jp (JUo alll <Jp 


Three virtues of six fasts after Eid 

Pure like a new born baby 

1. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar has narrated that the Noble Prophet 

JUs«dbsjkj(s5iii!j* has said: ‘The one fasting in Ramadan and then fasting six days in 
Shawwal has been cleansed from sins as if he was born from his mother’s womb 
today.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 3,pp. 425, Hadis 5102) 


Fast of whole life 

2. Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub as. jus« has narrated the following statement of the Holy 
Prophet JLa-abssU. JIsSaIji j*: ‘Whoever keeps fasts in Ramadan and then keeps six 
fasts in Shawwal, it is as if he has kept fasts for his entire life.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 592, 
Hadis 1164) 

Fast throughout year 

3. Sayyiduna Sauban has narrated that the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of 

our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind JUs«jdhsjU.jtsJ4i!i J* has said: ‘The 
one fasting six days after Eid-ul-Fitr (in Shawwal) has fasted the entire year because 
whoever brings one good deed will get ten rewards (for it).’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 2, 
pp. 333, Hadis 1715) 
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Ten times more reward for a single virtue 

Dear Islamic brothers! By the grace of Allah JmS*- and for the sake of His Beloved Prophet 
isjtssaiii j* how easy it is for us to earn the reward of the fast of the whole year. Every 
Muslim should seize this opportunity. The wisdom behind the reward of a year’s fasts is 
that Allah bestows ten time reward upon the Muslims for every single deed just 
because of His mercy. Thus, the Merciful Allah Js-sS^ has said: 

jcs~ dSi aJLa^Ij 

Whoever brings one good, then for him there are ten like thereof. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 8, Surah Al-An’am, verse 160) 

The foregoing verse makes it clear that the fasts of Ramadan are equivalent 
to those of ten months and then six more fasts are equivalent to sixty fasts (two months of 
fasting). In this way, one will earn the reward of the fast of the entire year. jp As iii-I 


When to keep six fasts after Eid? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sadr-ush-Shari’ah Badr-ut-Tarlqah Shaykh ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zaml has stated in a footnote to Bahar-e- 

Shari’at: ‘It is better to have these six fasts separately (on alternate days or after every 
two/three days), but there is still no harm if somebody fasts consecutively after Eid-ul- 
Fitr.’ (Bahar-e-Sharf at, part 5, pp. 140) 

Khalll-e-Millat Shaykh ‘Allamah Maulana Muhammad Khalil Khan Qadiri Barakatl 
«sU. Jfcs Aji kfv has stated, ‘Though there is no harm if somebody keeps these fasts 
consecutively after Eid-ul-Fitr, it is better to keep them separately, i.e. one after Eid-ul-Fitr, 
then two in every week. If it takes the whole month to have these six fasts, it seems even 
more appropriate.’ (Sunni Bahashtr Zaywar, pp. 347) In other words, one can keep six fasts 
whenever he wants in the whole month of Shawwal except the day of Eid-ul-Fitr. 
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Virtues of first ten days of Zul-Hijjah 

According to some Ahadis, the first ten days of Zul-Hijjah are the best days after (the 

days of) Ramadan. 

Four narrations regarding Zul-Hijjah 

Best days for performing good deeds 

1. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah j* has stated: ‘No 

deed, performed any other day, is liked by Allah Jm 5£ more than the deed performed 
during these ten days.’ The sacred companions dji ^ asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah 

J*! Not even Jihad?’ He replied, ‘And not even Jihad, 

except the person who leaves his home with his life and wealth and does not bring 
any thing back.’ (In other words, only the Mujahid who succeeds in sacrificing his 
life and wealth in the path of Allah can be better than the one who performs 
good deeds in the first ten days of Zul-Hijjah). (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 333, Hadis 969) 

As excellent as Layla-tul-Qadr 

2. A blessed Hadis says that Allah JwS*- likes to be worshipped during the (first) ten 
days of Zul-Hijjah more than any other day. The fast of any one of these days is 
equivalent to a year’s fasts and the night Salah during any one of these nights (is 
equivalent) to Layla-tul-Qadr. (Jami’ Tirmizl, vol. 2, pp. 192, Hadis 758) 

Fast of ‘Arafah 

3. Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah has narrated the following fragrant statement of 

the Holy Prophet J*: ‘I have presumption from Allah that the fast 

of ‘Arafat (9 th Zul-Hijjah) removes the sins of the previous year and the next year.’ 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 590, Hadis 196) 


One fast is equivalent to a thousand fasts 

4. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah has narrated that Rasulullah JUs-dbsiisJtsSabiJ* 

has said: ‘The fast on ‘Arafat (9 th Zul-Hijjah) is equivalent to a thousand fasts.’ 

(Shu’ab-ul-lmdn, vol. 3, pp. 357, Hadis 3764) 
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However, this fast is Makruh for the one who is in the plains of ‘Arafat to perform 
Hajj as Sayyiduna Ibn Khuzaymah ^ Jta ati ^ has narrated from Sayyiduna Abu 
Hurayrah that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the 

Owner of Jannah J* forbade Hujjaj (Hajj-pilgrims) to keep fast on the 

day of ‘Arafat (9 th Zul-Hijjah) in ‘Arafat (plains). ( Sahih ibn Khuzaymah, vol. 3, pp. 292, 
Hadis 2101) 

Fasts of 13 th , 14 th and 15 th (Ayyam-ul-Bid) 

Every Islamic brother and sister should fast at least three days every Madam (Islamic) 

month as there are many worldly and religious benefits and advantages of this righteous 

act. It is best to fast during the ‘Ayyam-ul-Bid’, which are the 13 th , 14 th and 15 th of (every) 

lunar month. 

Eight narrations regarding fasts of ‘Ayyam-ul-Bid’ 

1. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah has narrated that there were four things the 

Holy Prophet JUs^s*j* never missed: (1) The fast of ‘Ashura (2) The fast of 
(first) ten days of Zul-Hijjah (3) Three fasts in every month and (4) Two Rak’at 
(Sunnah) before (the Fard of) Fajr. (Sunan Nasal, vol. 4, pp. 220) 

2. Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas Jbsdji has narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 

would always keep fasts during ‘Ayyam-ul-Bid’ whether he was in 
the state of journey or in residence. (Sunan Nasal, vol. 4, pp. 198) 

Three days of fasting 

3. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tjitjisJAiiioA? has narrated: The Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUs«dbssisJiss*i>i j* would keep fasts on Saturday, Sunday and Monday in one 
month, and he would keep fasts on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in the next 
month. (Jami’ Tirmizl, vol. 2, pp. 186, Hadis 746) 


Shield for protection from Hell 

4. Sayyiduna ‘Usman Bin Abu ‘As has said that he as. Jisfiablest heard the 

Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah JUs-absskJb&iiij* 
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say: ‘As any one of you have a shield for protection during war, likewise, fast is also 
your shield from Hell and three fasts every month are the best fasts.’ (Sahih ibn 
Khuzaymah, vol. 3, pp. 301, Hadis 2125) 

5. Fasting three days every month is like fasting for the entire life. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, 
pp. 649, Hadis 1975) 

6. The fasts of Ramadan and three fasts every month remove the evil of chest. 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 9, pp. 36, Hadis 23132) 

7. Whoever can fast three days every month should do so because every fast removes 
ten sins and cleanses (the sinner) from sins as water washes clothes. (Mu’jam Kabir, 
vol. 25, pp. 35, Hadis 60) 

8. If you want to fasts three days in a month, so fast on the 13 th , 14 th and 15 th . (Sunan Nasal 
vol. 4, pp. 221) 


Prayer for death 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to make the habit of fasting in Ayyam-ul-Bld, practicing 
Sunan and performing other good deeds, please join the Madam environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami, a global & religious non-political movement of the Quran and Sunnah. 
Just watching the Madam activities from the sidelines will not prove to be so effective, 
please travel with Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah with the devotees of Rasul, take part 
in the collective I’tikaf in Ramadan as well, you will experience so much spiritual peace 
that you will be amazed, JU.sji-dLfe’C.a&i. 

Listen! How even extremely wicked people become pious due to the blessing of joining 
the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. An Islamic brother of Thul, (Bab-ul-Islam, 
Sindh) has stated: I was an extremely wicked and evil person. I used to quarrel with people 
over trivial matters. All the neighbours were distressed due to my misdeeds and my family 
was so fed up with me that they used to pray for my death. 

Luckily, making individual effort, some Islamic brothers invited me to take part in the 
collective I’tikaf in Ramadan, I agreed due to considerateness. I wasn’t serious about it, 
but I performed I’tikaf with Rasul’s devotees in Ramadan (1420 A.H. 1999) in Memon 
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Masjid ‘Attarabad with the intention of passing my time. During the I’tikaf, I learnt 
about the method of Wudu, Ghusl, Salah, the rights of Allah those of people and 
respect of Muslims. Sunnah-Inspiring speeches and heart-rending Du’as had a great 
effect on me! With remorse, I repented of my previous sins and developed a desire to do 
good deeds. 

I grew my beard, which is a symbol of love for the Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul Am jiiS 1 A 1 J*, started wearing a green turban and calling people towards the 
right path, giving up fighting and arguing. 

Ao a kar gunahaun say taubah karo 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Rahmat-e-Haq say daman turn a kar bharo 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 

To repent of sins and immorality 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
To be blessed by Divine bounty 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 

(Jp (JUo alll (Jp IjiAs 


Five sacred Ahadis about fasting on Mondays and Thursdays 

1. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah && jus &b\ && has reported that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet has said: Deeds are presented every Monday and Thursday 

(in the court of Allah JAl^) so I want that my deeds be presented whilst I am fasting. 

(Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 2, pp. 747) 

2. The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and 

Kind JUs-jahajfejaiiiiiJ* would keep fasts on Monday and Thursday. When asked about 
the reason for this, he said, ‘In these two days, Allah Js-sS^ forgives 

every Muslim except such two Muslims who have ended relations with each other. 
He orders the angels to leave them until they reconcile.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 2, 
pp. 344, Hadis 1740) 
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3. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah &h\ has stated: The Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet would particularly keep fasts on Monday and Thursday. 

(Jami' Tirmizi, vol. 2, pp. 186, Hadis 745) 

4. Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah i&jbSttoa*? has stated: The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor 

of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah was asked about the reason for 

keeping fast on Monday, he Aw 4= A A j* replied: I was born on this day (i.e. 
Monday) and this is the day I received my first revelation. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 591, 
Hadis 1162) 

Loving Sunnah 

5. The slave of Sayyiduna Usamah Bin Zayd u*u. jssdbic**? has stated: Sayyiduna Usamah 

Bin Zayd as. Jfas would not miss the fasts of Monday and Thursday even in the 

state of journey. I asked him why he keeps fasts on Monday and Thursday despite 
his old age. He replied: ‘Rasulullah JUs«aks«fejbSiii!j* would also keep fasts 

on Monday and Thursday, I (Usamah Bin Zayd as. Jits aisi c^s-) asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah 

>i j*! Why do you keep fasts on Monday and Thursday?’ He JUs-jdlssSfeJtAiiJ* 
replied, ‘The deeds of people are presented (in the court of Allah Js-sS^) on Monday 
and Thursday.’ (Shu’ab-ul-lmdn, vol. 3, pp. 392, Hadis 3859) 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt from these blessed Ahadls that the deeds of people 
are presented in the court of Allah Js-sS^ every Monday and Thursday, and Allah 
forgives the Muslims out of His grace in both these days, but the people who have ended 
relations with each other are not forgiven. It is a matter of concern for all of us. These 
days, there would hardly be any person who does not have malice (in his heart for other 
Muslims). 

Malice is the feeling of hatred and enmity in the heart. We should seriously ponder over 
this issue. If we have hatred for a Muslim we should remove that hatred from our heart. 
If we have any domestic quarrel, we should be the first to approach others and make 
attempts for reconciliation. 

If all sincere efforts of reconciliation fail, then the person who made the first approach will 
be relieved of his responsibility, Anyhow, the Noble Prophet 
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used to fast on Mondays and Thursdays. One of the reasons for fasting on Mondays was 
his blessed birth, so it is as if the Holy Prophet JUs^sssfeJtsSsiii used to celebrate his birth 
by fasting every Monday. 


Three virtues of fasting on Wednesday and Thursday 

1. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas jiss dji has reported the following blessed 
saying of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-tassfeJusabi j*; If anyone keeps fasts on 
Wednesday and Thursday, protection from Hell is written for him. (MusnadAbi Ya’la, 
vol. 5, pp. 115, Hadis 5610) 

2. Sayyiduna Muslim Bin ‘Ubaydullah QarashI &£■ 3^ ahi has narrated from his 

honourable father xzjtie that either he asked the Holy Prophet jtssaii j* 

himself or someone else asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah Shall I fast every day?’ 

He JUs jw *!>i J* remained silent. He asked again but the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUs-nils jbSiii remained silent. When he asked for the third time, the 
Noble Prophet asked, ‘Who asked about fast?’ He replied, ‘Me, Ya 

Rasulallah He replied, ‘Verily, your family has a right 

over you; keep fast in Ramadan and in the following month (i.e. Shawwal) and every 
Wednesday and Thursday. If you do this it will be as if you have fasted forever.’ 
(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 395, Hadis 3868) 

3. Whoever fasted in Ramadan, Shawwal, on Wednesday and Thursday shall enter 
Heaven. (Sunan Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 147, Hadis 2778) 


Three benefits of fasting on Thursday and Friday 

1. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas is4&.Jbs&b\c&? has reported the following saying of 
the Holy Prophet ‘Whoever fasted on Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday; Allah j«V shall make (such) a house for him in Heaven that its exterior will 
be visible from the inside and its interior will be visible from the outside.’ (Majma’-uz- 
Zawaid, vol. 3, pp. 452, Hadis 5204) 
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2. Sayyiduna Anas has reported that Allah JsAs- will make a palace of pearls, 

rubies and emeralds for him (the person who keeps fasts on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday) and freedom from Hell shall be written for him. (Shu’ab-ul-lman, vol. 3, 
pp. 397, Hadis 3873) 

3. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar has stated that whoever keeps fasts in 

these three days and then gives charity on Friday (whether it be) a little or a lot, he 
shall be forgiven for his sins and become as pure as he was the day his mother gave 
birth to him. (Mu ’jam Kabir, vol. 12, pp. 266, Hadis 13308) 

(Jp (JUo alll (Jp l^Lszs 


Five virtues of fasting on Friday 

1. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah JUs Jtss «i>i J* has said: 
‘Whoever keeps fast on Friday, Allah Js-sS^ shall grant him the reward of 10 days of 
the afterlife, and they are not like the days of this world.’ (Shu’ab-ul-lman, vol. 3, pp. 393, 
Hadis 3862) 

Dear Islamic brothers! One day in the afterlife is equivalent to a thousand years of 
this world. In other words, the one who fasts on Friday will be given the reward of 
fasting for ten thousand years, but one should not fast on Friday alone, instead, one 
should fast on Thursday or Saturday as well. (The narration that mentions the 
prohibition of fasting on Friday alone is stated on the next page). 

2. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah ^ abi has reported the following faith-refreshing 

saying of the Holy Prophet ‘Whoever offered Salat-ul-Jumu’ah, kept 

fast, consoled a sick person, walked with a funeral and witnessed a Nikah on Friday, 
Heaven has become Wajib for him.’ (Mu ’jam Kabir, pp. 97, part 8, Hadis 7484) 

3. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah i&t- jus ahi has reported that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet has said: ‘Whoever is in the state of fast on Friday morning, 

consoles a sick person, walks with a funeral and donates charity, he makes Heaven 
Wajib for himself.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 394, Hadis 3864) 
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4. Sayyiduna Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah as.jfcsi&io*? has reported that Rasulullah j* 

has said: ‘Whoever kept fast, consoled a sick person, fed a beggar and walked with 
a funeral, would remain safe from sins for 40 years.’ (Shu’ab-ul-lman, vol. 3, pp. 394, 
Hadis 3865) 

5. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud ^ jusdji ^ has said that the Prophet of Rahmah, 

the Intercessor of Ummah JU34iii J* very rarely missed the fast of Friday. 

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 394, Hadis 3865) 

Dear Islamic brothers! As one should fast a day before or after the fast of ‘Ashura, one 
should do the same for Friday, because fasting on Friday or Saturday alone is Makruh 
Tanzlhl. However, if a particular date (such as 15 th Sha’ban, 27 th Rajab etc.) falls on a 
Friday or Saturday there is no harm in fasting on Friday or Saturday alone in this case. 

& JUS all! 


Prohibition on fasting on Friday alone 

1. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has reported that he as-jusiAia*? heard the Beloved 

and Blessed Prophet JUs<(dkss&Jt*Siiii J* say, ‘None of you should fast on Friday but 
when he joins a day before or after it.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 653, Hadis 1985) 

2. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah Jts sbi has reported that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUs-jdbsskiitsSsiii j* has said: ‘Do not specify Friday night amongst all nights for 
standing (in Salah), and do not specify Friday amongst all days for fasting, but when 
it is the fast you have to keep.’ (Sahih Muslim, pp. 576, Hadis 1144) 

3. Sayyiduna ‘Amir Bin Ludayn Ash’arl jus able*? has said that he heard Rasulullah 

say: ‘The day of Friday is Eid for you, do not keep fast on it unless 
you keep fast before or after it as well.’ (Attarghib Wattarkb, vol. 2, pp. 81, Hadis 11) 

It is obvious from the foregoing Ahadls that we should not keep fast on Friday 
alone. However, if there is any particular reason to do so, for example, if the 27 th of 
Rajab falls on a Friday there is no harm in keeping fast on that Friday. 
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Fasting on Saturday and Sunday 

Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Salamah has said that the Holy Prophet JUs-jb*ifejtsaiii j* 

would fast on Saturday and Sunday and he would say, ‘These two (Saturday and Sunday) 
are the days of Eid for the polytheists (Mushrikin) and I want to oppose them.’ (Sahih ibn 
Khuzaymah, vol. 3, pp. 318, Hadis 2167) 

Fasting on Saturday alone is prohibited. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Busr jus alii has 
narrated from his sister that Rasulullah Jas^ssfcJtsSi&ij* has said: ‘Do not fast on Saturday 
unless it is an obligatory (Fard) fast.’ 

Sayyiduna Imam Abu ‘Isa Tirmizi ait Juj dji has stated that this Hadis is ‘Hasan’ and 
refers to the prohibition on fasting on Saturday alone because the Jews respect this day. 

(JdmV Tirmizi, vol. 2, pp. 186, Hadis 744) 


Twelve Madam pearls about Nafl fasts 

1. If parents prevent their son from Nafl fast for fear of illness, the son should obey 
them. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 416) 

2. A wife cannot keep a Nafl fast without her husband’s permission. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, 
Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3,pp. 415) 

3. In case of having a Nafl fast deliberately, it becomes Wajib to complete it. If it is 
broken it will be Wajib to make up for it. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 411) 

4. If a Nafl fast became invalid unintentionally, not deliberately, for example, if a 
woman’s menses begin during her fast, the fast will become invalid and it will be 
Wajib to make up for it. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 412) 

5. It is not permissible to break a Nafl fast without a valid exemption. If a fasting host 
realizes that the guest will resent if the host does not eat with the guest, or if a fasting 
guest realizes that the host will resent in case of his not eating with the host, it is a 
valid exemption for breaking the fast provided the fast is broken before the Islamic 



Excellence of Nafl Fasts 


847 


midday (Dahwa Kubra), and the one breaking the fast is certain to make up for it 
later. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 413) 

6. Due to the annoyance of parents, one can break a Nafl fast before ‘Asr (not after 
‘Asr). (Durr-e-Mukhtar, Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 414) 

7. If a fasting person is invited to a meal by an Islamic brother, he can break Nafl 
fast before the Islamic midday, but it will be Wajib for him to make up for it later. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 414) 

8. ‘If I’m invited to a meal then I’ll not fast but if I’m not then I will fast’, this type of 
intention and fast are invalid regardless of whether or not one is invited to a meal. 

(Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 195) 

9. If an employee or labourer will not be able to carry out his work properly and 
completely due to Nafl fast, it is necessary for him to seek the permission of his 
employer. However, if he can do work completely he does not require his employer’s 
permission 1 in this case. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 416) 

10. Sayyiduna Dawud used to fast on alternate days. Fasting in this manner is 

called ‘Fasting of Dawud.’ This is a preferable manner of fasting for us, as Rasulullah 

j* has said: ‘The preferable fast is the fast of my brother Dawud 
He v&ui^ used to fast one day and not the next, and he never fled from the enemy.’ 

(JamV TirmizT, vol. 2, pp. 197, Hadis 770) 

11. Sayyiduna Sulayman used to fast the first three days, the middle three days, 

and the last three days of the month. Hence he used to be in the state of fasting in 
the beginning, middle and end of the month. (Kanz-ul- ‘Ummal, vol. 8, pp. 304, Hadis 24624) 

12. Fasting the whole year is Makruh Tanzlhl. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 337) 


1 For detailed information about the rulings of employment please study the booklet ‘21 Madani Pearls for 
Employees’ published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. 




O Rab Js-sS^ of Mustafa JUsnibssfejtss*AiJ*! Enable us to make the use of our lives, health and 
free time in worship by keeping Nafl fasts abundantly, accept them and forgive us! 


(Jp (jUo alii 


A means of sustenance 

During the visible life of the Holy Prophet JUs«s!bssk Jtdeii J* there were two brothers. One 
of them used to come to him (to acquire knowledge). (One day) the other brother 
complained to the Noble Prophet JUs.dkssfeJtsSiili j* about his brother (that he had left all 
the work to me and he should also take some responsibilities). The Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet said: q dUkl, ‘Maybe it is because of him that you are being 

given your sustenance.’ (Jami’ Tirmizi, pp. 1887, Hadis 2345 - Ashi'at-ul-Lam'at, vol. 4, pp. 262) 






Modesty is from Iman 


The Beloved Prophet JUs ^ jus dji j* has said, ‘Modesty is from Iman 
(faith).’ (Musnad AbT Ya’la, vol. 6, pp. 291, Hadis 7463) As Iman prevents a Muslim 
from committing Kufr (unbelief), modesty prevents a modest person from 
disobedience. This is further explained in the narration of Sayyiduna Ibn 
‘Umar ups. jus&i)i ‘Without doubt, modesty and Iman are interlinked. 

When one (of them) ceases to exist, the other is also taken away.’ 


(Al-Mustadrak lil-Hakim, vol. 1, pp. 176, Hadis 66) 
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Oww* ^JLi\ 3 S^i ^ yi S\ 3 oj d—S lJ o*-*-^- 5 ^ 

^-j>-J_S^ q-^-j>-JJ^ d—Lj^ qK I .& 4-lj ^LSa\ 


Twelve Parables about Fasting People 


Allah Js-iS^ says in the Holy Quran: 

h ,,, 9*9 , ., s' 

oLp*^\ Sj^jC- j&^>3 5 6^ 0^5 

No doubt, the eyes of the wise men are opened by their tidings (stories). 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Surah Yusuf, verse 111) 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JWssjfeJtadiiJ* has said: ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me three times during the day and 
three times at night with love and devotion, Allah J«5£ will forgive the sins he committed 
during that day and that night.’ (Mu’jam KabTr, vol. 18, pp. 361, HadTs 928) 

x^- (Jp (JUo alii JL^» <Jp ljL^> 


1. Fast in summer 

Once, during the journey of Hajj, Hajjaj Bin Yusuf stopped at a place between Makka-tul- 
Mukarramah and Madina-tul-Munawwarah and had the lunch prepared. He then 
instructed his guard to bring a guest. The guard came out of the tent and saw a Bedouin 
lying on the ground. Wakening him up the guard said, ‘Come, Hajjaj Bin Yusuf is calling 
you.’ When the Bedouin came, Hajjaj Bin Yusuf said, ‘Accept my invitation, wash your 
hands and sit down to eat with me.’ The Bedouin replied, ‘I am sorry, I have already 
accepted the invitation of someone else who is more generous and gracious than you.’ 
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Hajjaj Bin Yusuf asked, ‘Whose invitation?’ The Bedouin replied, ‘The invitation of Allah 
JisSi who has invited me to keep a fast and hence I have fasted today.’ Hajjaj asked, ‘You 
have fasted in such scorching heat!’ The Bedouin replied, ‘Yes, in order to save myself 
from the blazing heat of the Judgement Day.’ Hajjaj said, ‘Please eat now and make up for 
the fast tomorrow.’ The Bedouin immediately replied, ‘Can you guarantee me that I will 
remain alive till tomorrow?’ Hajjaj replied, ‘I’m afraid I can’t.’ The pious Bedouin said, ‘I’m 
afraid I can’t eat with you.’ Saying this, he then left Hajjaj behind. (Raud-ur-Riyahm, pp. 212) 

May Allah JisA have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


(Jp (JUo alll <Jp Ijlvs 


Dear Islamic brothers! The pious servants of Allah Jm. 5*- aren’t afraid of even kings and 
rulers. We have also learnt that those who observe fasts bearing heat will be protected 
from the intense and scorching heat of the Judgement Day, 

2. Satan’s worry 

A pious person saw Satan stand in worry by a Masjid door and asked, ‘What’s 

the matter with you?’ Satan replied, ‘Look inside.’ When the pious person looked inside 
he saw a person offer Salah, and another person sleeping by the Masjid door. Satan said, 
‘I want to enter the Masjid to distract the person offering Salah by putting evil thoughts 
in his heart, but the man sleeping by the door is a fasting person. When he breathes out, 
his breath prevents me from entering like a flame of fire.’ (Raud-ul-Faiq, pp. 39) 




Dear Islamic brothers! In order to be protected from the attacks of Satan ‘fasting’ is a 
strong protective shield. Even though the fasting person is asleep, his breath is a sword 
against Satan. We have learnt that Satan is extremely afraid of the fasting person. As Satan 
is captured, chained and imprisoned during Ramadan, he gets into trouble whenever he 
sees a fasting person. 



Twelve Parables about Fasting People 


851 


3. A unique expiation 

A blessed companion presented himself before Beloved Rasul JUs^sssfeJtsSshi j* 

and said, ‘Ya Rasulallah j*! In the state of fast in Ramadan, I purposely had 

intercourse with my wife. I am ruined, what should I do?’ The Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah asked, ‘Can you free a slave?’ He politely 

replied, ‘I’m afraid I can’t, O the Noble Prophet tsSaiii j*.’ He Ass ^ jus J* 

asked, ‘Can you fast consecutively for two months?’ The blessed companion replied, 
‘O the Holy Prophet jiaaii j* I’m afraid I won’t be able to do so.’ He M J* 

asked, ‘Can you feed sixty Miskin people?’ Again he politely replied in the negative. 

Meanwhile, someone gifted some dates in the court of the Holy Prophet J*. 

Giving all those dates to that companion the Beloved and Blessed Prophet i j* 

said, ‘Give it as charity, your expiation [Kaffarah] will be paid.’ He && jus-dii^ replied, 
‘Ya Rasulallah JUs-db-sfe JisSaii J*! I am the poorest person in Madina-tul-Munawwarah.’ 
The Noble Prophet JMiAi smiled until his molars appeared and said: 

‘Teed it to your family.’’ (Your expiation will be paid). (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 341, Hadis 6822) 

May Allah JsA*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! If the blessed companions ever made any mistake due 

to human nature, they would immediately compensate for it. Moreover, they would also 
present themselves before the Holy Prophet J*s iAi for its forgiveness and 

expiation. They truly believed that the pleasure of Allah lies in the pleasure of His 
Beloved Prophet j*. 

This narration also makes it clear that the blessed companions firmly believed 

that the Holy Prophet jUs&Li possesses immense divinely-given authority, and 

that Shari’ah is the other name of his sayings. This is why the Beloved and Blessed Rasul 
J*> offered different forms of expiations to that companion by asking him 
‘If he could free a slave’, or ‘If he was able to fast consecutively for sixty days?’ or ‘If 
he was able to feed sixty Miskin people?’ and the companion kept on replying ‘No, 
Ya Rasulallah 
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In other words, that companion firmly believed that if the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JhsajIsadfijibaiAij* had wanted he could have told any forth method of expiation other than 
the first three ones. The Noble Prophet also affirmed to his authority 

saying that the expiation that I’ll impose upon you is to give these dates. When the 
companion expressed his personal need saying that no one in Madlna-tul-Munawwarah 
was poorer than him, the Noble Prophet i>ij* ordered him to take the dates 

and feed them to his family; his expiation will get paid. 

The general ruling of expiation for deliberately breaking a fast of Ramadan is to free a 
slave (provided the conditions of expiation are met). If this is not possible, then to fast 
successively for sixty days’, if this isn’t possible either, then to feed sixty poor people, but 
the expiation that was imposed upon the blessed companion was not to give [and do all 
of those things] but to take and spend upon his own family instead of spending upon 
anybody else! This is the supreme court of refuge for the helpless and destitute. 

4. Generosity of Siddiqah ^ ii»t cs% 

Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah jus 1 A 1 was immensely 
generous and benevolent. Sayyiduna ‘Urwah Bin Zubayr has stated he saw that 

the mother of the believers tps-jussii^ donated and distributed seventy thousand dirhams 
for the pleasure of Allah J«5s whereas there were patches on her clothes. Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah Bin Zubayr &£.qisSa sent one hundred thousand dirhams to her but she 
distributed the entire money in the path of Allah Js-sS^ in a day. She had fast that day. At 
evening, her maid said, ‘Wouldn’t it be better if you had kept just one dirham for bread.’ 
She replied, ‘This thought didn’t cross my mind, if it had come into my mind I would 
have saved.’ (Madarij-un-Nubuwwah, vol. 2, pp. 473) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on her and forgive us without accountability for her sake! 

ijp (JUo all! ^ !ji-^> 


Dear Islamic brothers! Despite possessing huge amount of wealth, the mother of believers 
Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah ijs-jujaiio*? led a very simple, pious and noble life. Whenever 
wealth or money was presented to her, she tjs-Jia* donated and distributed all of it in 
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the path of Allah J«5£. Even when she received a hundred thousand dirhams she tps. jsSatsi^ 
donated the entire amount for virtuous causes. She did not keep money to buy 

food even for Iftar. On the other hand, if we observe a single Natl fast, we want various 
types of foods such as fried items, cold drinks etc. 

We should also follow in the footsteps of the mother of all believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah 
Siddiqah c&>. We should not love wealth and monetary possessions to the extent 

that we begin to hesitate spending it in the path of Allah and for righteous causes. 

To remain associated with the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami is extremely useful 
for getting rid of the love of the world and for having betterment in afterlife. Whenever 
any Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami arrives in your area, do adopt their company 
because even just looking at the travellers of the path of Allah Js-A^ with good intentions 
is a good deed and their companionship will lead you to Heaven. Let me tell you the story 
of a spoilt young man whose life was transformed just by looking at a devotee of Rasul: 

Blessings of meeting Rasul’s devotee 

An Islamic brother from Qusoor city (Punjab, Pakistan) gave the following account: I 
was a matriculation student at that time. Due to evil company, I was wasting my life in 
sins, indecency and wrongdoings. I was temperamental, rude and ill-mannered to the 
extent that I misbehaved my parents and even my grandparents. 

One day, a Madani Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c non-political movement for the 
propagation of Quran 8c Sunnah, arrived at our local Masjid. I went to visit the devotees of 
Rasul. Making individual effort, an Islamic brother dressed in white clothes with a green 
turban on his head politely invited me to attend the Dars. Hence, I sat down and began 
listening to the Dars. After the Dars, they told me that the three day Sunnah-Inspiring 
global Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami was going to be held in Madina-tul-Auliya Multan, after 
a couple of days. They invited me to attend the global Ijtima’. Impressed by their Dars 
which had a great positive effect on me, I couldn’t refuse. So I participated in the Ijtima’. 

I was surprised to see the blessings of the Ijtima. The last speech, ‘The Perils of Music 
had an overwhelming effect on me, causing tears to fall from my eyes. I repented of my 
sins and joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. My family took a sigh of 
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relief to see this positive change in me. With the blessings of Dawat-e-Islami, my elder 
brother also grew a beard and adorned his head with a turban because he was immensely 
impressed to see a sudden Madani change in an extremely bad mannered person. I’ve a 
sister who has also started wearing a Madani Burqa’ (veil). 

As All of my family members have got the privilege of doing Bay’at in the 
Qadiriyyah Razawiyyah order, becoming the disciples of Ghaus-e-A’zam By 

the grace of Allah I have learnt the Quran by heart and have enrolled on the Dars-e- 
Nizami course. At the time of writing this account, I’m in the second year of my course. 
I’m also making efforts as the responsible of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani Qafilah in our area. 
I have intended to travel with a Madani Qafilah for twelve months in Sha’ban, JLfeTLaei 


Dil pay gar zang ho, sara ghar tang ho 
Hoga sab ka bhala, Qafilay mayn chalo 


If the heart is rusty with sins, and the family is disturbed by euildoings 
All will get good and blessings, travel with Madani Qafilah 




5. Cold water 

Once Sayyiduna Sari Saqati ajisdUsMii&a^ had a fast. He placed a goblet of water inside the 
walls’ recess so that the water would get cool. After the ‘Asr Salah, while he i&v 

was engrossed in meditation, Heavenly maidens began to visit him. He would 

ask each maiden as to who she was for and she would tell the name of a devoted servant of 
Allah Js-sX Then another one came, he asked the same, she replied, ‘I am for 

the one who, whilst fasting, doesn’t place water to cool.’ Listening to this, he Julias? 
said, ‘If you’re right then drop this goblet.’ So she dropped the goblet whose sound 
awoke the meditating saint. When he saw the goblet it was broken into pieces. 

(Al-Malfuz, part 1, pp. 124) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 
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Dear Islamic brothers! In order to attain the everlasting blessings & pleasures of the 
Hereafter, one has to subdue and control his Nafs staying away from worldly desires and 
pleasures. The Auliya of Allah Ju-sS^ battled against their carnal desires. Once, in an 
extremely hot day, a pious person saw someone carry ice. He desired, ‘If only I had money 
to buy ice and enjoy a cold drink.’ Instantly, he felt ashamed and said to himself, ‘Why 
did I listen to the trick of my Nafs?’ He then promised never to drink cold water. Hence, 
even in hot summer days, he always heated the water before drinking it. 

Nihang-o-axdaha-o-shayr-e-nar rndrd to kya mara 
Baray muzi ko mara Nafs-e-Ammarah ko gar mara 

Killing crocodile, serpent and lion is not a feat 
Suppressing one’s Nafs is a great action indeed 

6. Reward from Beloved Rasul 

Ramadan was approaching. The prominent historian Sayyiduna WaqidI had 

nothing to meet his needs. He «sfe kfv wrote a letter to his ‘Alawl friend stating, 
‘Ramadan is approaching, and I have nothing to spend. Please send 1000 dirhams to me 
as debt.’ So the ‘Alawl sent a bag containing 1000 dirhams to him. 

After a short while Sayyiduna WaqidI received a letter from his another friend 

with the following message, ‘I need 1000 dirhams to spend in the month of Ramadan.’ 
Sayyiduna WaqidI sent the bag of dirhams to him.’ The next day, the ‘Alawl 

friend who gave Sayyiduna WaqidI the dirhams and the friend who received 

the dirhams from Sayyiduna WaqidI jus jn\ ^ both came to the house of Sayyiduna 
WaqidI ‘Alawl friend said, ‘Ramadan is arriving and I had nothing except for 

those 1000 dirhams. When I received your letter I gave all of my 1000 dirhams to you. For 
my own need, I wrote a letter to this friend of mine to lend me 1000 dirhams. He sent 
me the same bag of dirhams I sent to you. I sent you the bag of dirhams which you sent 
to him, and he sent it to me again.’ With mutual consent they agreed to distribute the 
money equally among themselves. 

The following night Sayyiduna WaqidI was privileged to see the Holy Prophet 

JUs^3«sUjfcS4i!i J* in his dream. He Jas«Jh«u.qtsJAi» j* said, u! You’ll get a lot 
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tomorrow.’ Hence, the following day, the chief Yahya Barmaki called Sayyiduna Waqidi 
oik jus 411 kr-o- and said, ‘I saw you in trouble last night in my dream, what’s the matter?’ 
Sayyiduna Waqidi Jfci 4 j' ^ explained to him the entire story. Yahya Barmaki 
responded, ‘I am unable to decide as to which of you is more generous. You are all 
generous and deserve to be respected. The chief then gave 30,000 dirhams to Sayyiduna 
Waqidi jia kr-o- and 20,000 dirhams each to the other two. Further, he appointed 
Sayyiduna Waqidi as a Judge as well. (Hujjatullahi-‘alal-‘Alamm, pp. 577) 

May Allah js-sS*- have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 
ijp (jUu alii <Jp l^Lszs 


Dear Islamic brothers! True Muslims are generous, courteous, self-sacrificing and 
considerate. In order to remove the difficulty and anguish of a Muslim brother, they 
would even tolerate their own difficulties and inconveniences. We also have learnt from 
this parable that generosity is a very beneficial deed which does not decrease but increases 
the wealth of a person. 

Further, this parable also shows us that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of 
Ummah, the Owner of Jannah lifcjtasbiJ*. is aware of the state of his Ummah and he 
JUs-dbssfe J* blesses those who demonstrate generosity. Verily, there are many virtues 
of making sacrifice for others. The Holy Prophet JUs*jhssfejtsiii J* has said, ‘Allah Js-sV 
forgives the person who gives someone else the thing he needs for himself.’ (ithaf-us-Sadat-il- 
Muttaqin, vol. 9, pp. 779) 


7. Fragrance of fast 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Ghalib Haddanl qqSJi si? o-gJ the Hadis teacher of Sayyiduna 
Imam Qatadah ’<&. jia iAi ^ was martyred. After the burial, the soil of the blessed grave 
smelt of musk. Someone saw him in a dream and asked, U? How were you treated?’ 
He kz-z replied, ‘Allah Jk-sV forgave me.’ The dreaming person further asked where 

he was taken to?’ He replied ‘Heaven.’ The dreaming person then enquired, 

‘Due to which deed?’ He Js\ hr* replied, ‘Perfect Iman, Tahajjud and summer 
fasts.’ Finally he was asked, ‘Why does fragrance emanate from your grave?’ 
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He ajfcjtsfalii replied, ‘This is the fragrance of my recitation and thirst I bore in fast.’ 

(Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 6, pp. 266, Hadis 8553) 

May Allah Js-sS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Dear Islamic brothers! Similarly, the fragrance of musk used to emanate from the soil of 
the blessed grave of Sayyiduna Imam Bukhari Soil used to be added to his 

grave repeatedly but people would take it as relic due to fragrance. (Muqaddamah Sahih 
Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 3) 

Likewise, the fragrance of musk used to emanate from the grave of the author of Daldil-ul- 
Khayrat, Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad Bin Sulayman Jazull who used to recite 

Salat upon the Holy Prophet in abundance. 

Seventy seven years after his demise, his body was transferred from ‘Sous’ to Morocco 
for some legitimate reason. When his blessed body was exhumed it was in an absolutely 
fine state, quite untouched. There was no sign of decay. Even his shroud did not get dirty 
at all. Prior to his demise, he had his beard lawfully trimmed. It looked as if the beard 
was trimmed just today. Someone put a finger onto his cheek and pressed; the cheeks 
became pale due to blood-circulation just like an alive person. (Mutali’-ul-Masarrat, pp. 4) 

8. Blessings of fasts of Ramadan and six fasts after Eid 

Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri has stated, ‘Once I stayed in Makka-tul-Mukarramah 

la^sssUjiAiiiUstt, At around midday, a person from Makkah would perform Tawaf of the 
Holy Ka’bah and two Rak’at Sal ah daily. He would say Salam to me and then return to 
his home. I had developed a liking for that pious person. One day, he fell seriously ill. I 
went to visit him; he was on his deathbed. Handing his will over to me, he said, ‘When I 
die, give me Ghusl and lead my funeral Salah, and after burial, please don’t leave me 
alone, stay at my graveside the whole night and perform Talqln 1 at the time of the arrival 
of the angels Munkar and Nakir.’ I agreed to fulfil his will. 

When he died, I acted upon his will. While I was sitting beside his grave I fell asleep. I 
heard a voice from Ghayb saying, ‘O Sufyan He doesn’t require your Talqln 

1 See the details of Talqin in the booklet ’40 Madam Wills’ published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. 
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and your closeness because we have ourselves comforted him and made Talqin to him. I 
asked, ‘Due to which deed has he been granted this status?’ The voice spoke, ‘Due to the 
blessings of the fasts of Ramadan and the six fasts of Shawwal.’ Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri 
stated, ‘I saw this dream three times in that night alone.’ I politely beseeched 
Allah J«3s ‘Ya Allah With your grace and benevolence, give me also the ability to 
observe these fasts.’ (Qalyubr, pp. 14) 

May Allah JmS*- have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

(Jp (JUo all! c-JLsM 


9. Moon of Ramadan 

Once there was some controversy regarding the appearance of the moon of Ramadan. 
Some people said that the moon had appeared while some others denied. The respected 
and honourable mother of Sayyiduna Ghaus-e-A’zam spoke, ‘My son doesn’t 

drink milk during the days of Ramadan. As he has not drunk milk today, the moon of 
Ramadan may well have appeared last night.’ Hence, after further findings and observations 
it came out that the moon had appeared last night. (Bahjat-ul-Asrar, pp. 172) 

May Allah JisA have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Ghaus-e-A ’z.am ^ muttaqi har an mayn 

Chaufd ma ka dudh bhi Ramazan mayn 

Ghaus-e-A’zam is very pious and ascetic 

In Ramadan he avoided even mother’s milk 

ijp (JUu all! c-JLJ-! <Jp !jlvs 


Liver cancer was cured 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to develop the love of Ghaus-e-A’zam & jus tiio*? and 
other blessed saints your heart, always remain associated and attached with 

the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami and gain great blessings. Here is a faith- 
refreshing Madani incident for your encouragement. 
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An Islamic brother from Gulistan-e-Mustafa (Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi) has stated: I 
invited a brother to attend the three day global Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami being held in 
Multan. His daughter was a patient of liver cancer. With the intention of making Dua 
for his daughter, he participated in the Ijtima’. He made Du’a abundantly with intense 
humility in the Ijtima’. 

Having returned from the Ijtima’, he got his daughter’s tests carried out. To 
the utter astonishment of doctors, the test results showed no cancer at all. The entire 
team of doctors was amazed as to how the cancer that is considered an incurable disease 
was cured. Prior to his participation in the Ijtima’, the condition of his daughter was 
so serious that pus used to be drawn from her body by a syringe on a daily basis, but by 
the blessings of participating in the Ijtima’, that girl has completely recovered from 
cancer, She has now been healthy and has got married as well. 


Agar dard-e-sar ho, kay yd cancer ho, 

Dildye ga turn ko shifa Madam Mahaul 
Shifa-ayn milayn gi, bala-ayn ialayn gl 
Yaqinan hay barakat bhara Madam Mahaul 

Even if one has cancer and his life is in danger 
He’ll get cured by blessings of the Madam environment 
Cures will be granted and adversities will be averted 
Very blessed is indeed the Madam environment 




10. Three fasts of Ahl-e-Bayt ^ & '(j£3 

Once in childhood, Sayyiduna Hasan and Sayyiduna Husayn JM dbi otv became ill. 
Sayyiduna ‘All a^s JU 5 dbi Sayyidatuna Fatimah and their slave-girl Sayyidatuna 

Fiddah vowed to fast for three days for the health of the two princes, Imam 

Hasan and Imam Husayn Allah blessed both princes with health and 

hence three fasts were observed. 

Sayyiduna ‘All 444.5 aJji brought three Sa [almost three hundred grams] of 
barley. They used a hundred grams each day. Breads were served to them at the time of 
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Iftar. On the first day, a destitute person came and begged for bread. On the second and 
third day, an orphan and a captive came respectively and they also begged for bread. 
Therefore, all the breads were given to them each day, and Sayyiduna ‘Ah 
Sayyidatuna Fatimah and their slave girl did Iftar with mere water, and fasted 

the next day without eating any thing. ( Khazain-ul-‘lrfan, pp. 926) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

Bhukay reh kay khud auraun ko khila daytay thay 
Kaysay sabir thay Muhammad kay gharanay walay 

They fed others despite remaining hungry 
How patient was Muhammad’s family 

jsJ- £ jliS aii! 


Allah JmS*- has mentioned the faith-refreshing sacrifice of His Beloved Rasul’s daughter 
and her family in Surah Ad-Dahr, verse 8 and 9: 

JojJ cLhl J> C + »)*>'> \^-5 L*—nl*>i\ Q3 * j Hj 3 

Cp Iji&i y Jt jkCL* 

And they feed, for love of Him, the poor, the orphan and the prisoner. They say to them, ‘We 
feed you only for the pleasure of Allah Js-sSt. We desire no recompense or thanks from you.’ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Surah Ad-Dahr, verse 8, 9) 

aLi This faith-refreshing parable clearly shows the enthusiasm of Alil-e-Bayt 
to make sacrifice for others. To keep three fasts with mere water isn’t easy. 
When we fast we are served with cold and sweet drinks, fried dishes, fresh fruits and other 
delicious foods at the time of Iftar. This type of great sacrifice in the state of poverty was 
indeed an extraordinarily righteous deed. 
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The excellence of sacrifice mentioned in the sixth parable is being presented again. The 
Holy Prophet JUs 4= J* has said, ‘Allah forgives the person who gives 

someone else the thing he needs for himself.’ (ithaf-us-Sadat-il-Muttaqm, vol. 9, pp. 779) 

Pay heed to the following part of the blessed Quranic verse which shows the greatness and 
grandeur of the Ahl-e-Bayt. ‘We only feed you for the pleasure of Allah Js-sX We desire no 
recompense or thanks from you.’ These Quranic words express a high degree of sincerity. 
If only we too learn how to perform every deed merely for the pleasure of Allah Js-sK If 
only we assist and benefit others expecting nothing from them, not even a word of 
appreciation and thank. When helping someone or giving food or money to a beggar, it 
is better not to even say to him, ‘Remember me in Du’a’ as it also seems a type of reward 
in exchange for your good deed. Now, whether or not he makes Du’a for us and whether 
or not his Du’a is accepted in our favour, it is simply our fate! 

Mayra har ‘amal has Tayray wasitay ho 
Kar ikhlas aysd ‘ata Yd IlahT 

My every deed be solely for You, Almighty 
Bless me with such a treasure of sincerity 

11. Fasting successively for forty years 

Sayyiduna Dawud Tal observed fasts successively for forty years. He was so 

sincere in his worship that he would not let even his family know about his fasts. While 
going to work at noon, he would take along with him meal which he would give to 
someone on the way. After Maghrib, he would arrive home and eat food. (Ma’dan-e-Akhlaq, 
part 1, pp. 182) 

(Jp (JUo all! c-JLiM (Jp 


Sayyiduna Dawud Tai’s subduing his Nafs and desires 

jU-sSi Jji T his is the superb level of sincerity! Sayyiduna Dawud Tal had 

great control over his Nafs. It is mentioned in ‘Tazkira-tul-Auliya that once he was busy 
with worship on a hot summer day in the sunshine. His respected mother said, ‘Son! It 
would be better if you came under a shade.’ He kfv politely replied, ‘Dear mother! 
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I feel ashamed of following and satisfying my Nafs and its desire.’ Once, someone saw 
his water pot in the sunshine and said, ‘Sayyidi! It would be better if you placed it in the 
shade. He replied, ‘When I had placed it there it was under the shade but now 

I feel ashamed of putting it in shade just to please my Nafs giving up the remembrance 
of Allah J&sK’ 

On another occasion, while he && was reciting the Holy Quran, somebody 

requested him to come under a shade. He replied, ‘I dislike obeying my Nafs’ 

i.e. the Nafs is also insisting me that I come in a shade but I cannot obey it. The following 
night, he passed away. After his demise, a voice from Ghayb was heard, ‘Dawud 

Tal has attained absolution because Allah Js-sS^ is pleased with him.’ (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, 
pp. 201-202, part 1) 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

Revealing one’s good deeds 

Dear Islamic brothers! Those who mention their good deeds to others without a valid 
Shar’I reason just to show off committing the sin of ostentation and insincerity should 
take lesson from the foregoing parable. For example, someone says, ‘I observe the fasts 
of Rajab, Sha’ban and Ramadan every year’ (despite the fact that the fasts of Ramadan 
are already Fard, that ostentatious and insincere person will say that he fasted for three 
successive months just to make it seem more impressive). 

Some say, ‘I have been fasting on Ayyam-ul-Bld every month from many years.’ ‘I recite 
Salat-‘Alan-Nabi in abundance and have been reading Dalail-ul-Khayrat for a long 
time.’ ‘I’ve recited many parts of the Quran.’ ‘Every month I donate a lot of money to a 
Madrasah.’ Some brag about the number of Hajj and ‘Umrah they performed. In short, 
people reveal their Natl Salah, Tahajjud Sal ah, Nafl fasting and other forms of worships 
unnecessarily. Alas! Sincerity seems to have disappeared altogether. Remember! No one 
will be able to bear the punishment of ostentation. 

The Holy Prophet has said, ‘Seek Allah’s refuge from Jab-bul-Huzn.’ The 

blessed companions humbly asked, ‘What is Jab-bul-Huzn?’ He j* 

replied, ‘In Hell, there is a well (called Jab-bul-Huzn) from whose severity even Hell 



Twelve Parables about Fasting People 


863 


itself seeks refuge 400 times a day. This well is the abode for the ostentatious Qaris of 
(the Quran).’ (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. l,pp. 167, Hadis 256) 


Hifz ceremony 

Nowadays, when a child completes his/her Hifz a special ceremony is held. The child is 
congratulated and presented with bouquets of flowers, garlands and gifts. The family 
would perhaps be under the impression that they are encouraging the child by holding 
such ceremonies. Sorry to say, the child was already courageous; this is why he became 
the Hafiz. No doubt, the child should be encouraged and appreciated when he starts the 
Hifz as it will develop passion in him but once he has completed the Hifz, he needs to be 
instructed to remember it throughout his life and act according to the Quranic teachings. 
Anyway, this type of ceremony can cause ostentation in the child instead of encouragement. 
Please do consider these issues before arranging this type of ceremony. 

I searched very hard for sincerity 

I have searched very hard for sincerity in such ceremonies but failed to find it. I only saw 
ostentation. Allah Js-A*- forbid, sometimes even photographs are taken. Instead of gathering 
people for a ceremony, take the child to pious people and request them to make Du’a for 
the child to remember the Quran throughout his life and spend his life following the 
teachings of the Holy Quran, there will be more blessings. 


Consider all aspects 

One should consider all aspects. Will the proposed ceremony be beneficial to your afterlife? 
If you are certain that the purpose of the Hifz-e-Quran ceremony is not to show off, and 
you are also sure that your child will remain safe from ostentation and insincerity, i.e. 
you have already given him excellent training of sincerity and humility, then hold the 
ceremony. May Allah Js-sS^ accept it! 


'Lj&az 
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It’s easy to become Hafiz but difficult to remain Hafiz! 

It is a matter of great concern that a large number of Hafizah girls and Hafiz boys whose 
parents hold ceremonies for learning the Holy Quran are made to forget the Quran later. 
In some families, it is customary to make children Huffaz. This is indeed a very good act 
but remember that it is easy to become a Hafiz but difficult to remain the Hafiz. Therefore, 
it is a Madam request to all those parents who want their child to become Hafiz to keep 
an eye on the child and advise him repeatedly to recite at least one part a day so that he 
would not forget. 

The Holy Prophet has said, ‘Always recite the Quran. I swear by the One 

in Whose omnipotence my life is, the Quran tends to be released more quickly than the 
camel tied with ropes.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 412, Hadis 5033) 

In other words, as tied camels want to be released and they will run away if proper attention 
and care is not given, likewise, if one does not keep remembering and revising the Quran, 
he will be made to forget it. (Fatawa Razawiyyah (Jadld), vol. 23, pp. 745) 


Punishment for forgetting Hifz 

The Huffaz that revise the Quran just a few days before the arrival of Ramadan in order 
to be able to recite it in Tarawrh Sal ah but, Allah forbid, forget numerous verses for 
the whole year due to heedlessness should repeatedly read the following narration and 
tremble with fear of Allah J«5£. Anyone who has forgot even one verse must memorise it 
again and repent sincerely of forgetting it. ‘ One who forgets the Holy Quran after 
memorising it will be resurrected blind on the Day of Judgement.’ (Deduced from part 16, Surah 
Taha, verses 125-126) 


Three blessed sayings of the Beloved Prophet 

1. The good deeds of my Ummah were presented to me. I even saw a splinter which a 
person took out from the Masjid. The sins of my Ummah were also presented to me 
and I did not see any sin greater than forgetting a chapter or a verse of the Quran 
after memorising it. (JamV Tirmiil, vol. 4, pp. 420, Hadis 2925) 
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2. Whoever memorises the Quran and then forgets it will be raised as a leper on the 
Day of Judgement. (Sunan AbTDawiid, vol. 2,pp. 107, Hadis 1474) 

3. The sin for which my Ummah will be given complete punishment on the Day of 
Judgement, is the forgetting of a memorized chapter of the Quran. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, 
vol. 1, pp. 306, Hadis 2843) 


Saying of Imam Ahmad Raza 4* ^3 

Ala Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan kfv&fc has stated, ‘How unwise is the person 
whom Allah JsAs- blesses with memorising the Quran but he forgets and loses it. If this 
person were aware of the great virtue and excellence promised for memorising the Holy 
Quran, he would hold it dearer more than anything else.’ 

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has further stated, ‘Such a person should make every 

possible effort to teach and help others memorise the Quran, and he himself must do 
constant revision of the memorised Quran so that he may gain the virtues and excellences 
that have been promised and so that he is not resurrected blind and leper on the Day of 
Judgement.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah (JadTd), vol. 23, pp. 645, 647) 


When is it permissible to reveal good deeds? 

It is permissible to reveal good deeds if the intention is to express gratitude for a divine 
favour. Similarly, if a religious leader reveals his deeds intending that his followers and 
disciples will be encouraged by his deed, this will not be considered as ostentation. 

However, every one should consider the condition of his heart before showing his good 
deeds and virtuous actions to others because Satan is very cunning. It is possible that he 
makes you indulge in ostentation by making you think that you are informing others of 
your good deeds to express gratitude but you would inwardly feel overjoyed and expect 
others to respect you due to showing your good deeds. This is, undoubtedly, ostentation. 
Then, telling others that it is just to express gratitude is an even bigger act of ostentation 
as well as a great lie. (For detailed information read the chapters ‘Intention’, ‘Sincerity’ 
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and ‘Show off in either Ihya-ul-‘Ulum or KimJya-e-Sa’adat by Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna 
Imam Muhammad Ghazall jbJi Jji isj* ^u.). If only we are not deprived by Satan of 
studying these books because he will never want a Muslim’s deed to become sincere and 
thus be accepted. 

O Allah JU-sS^! Give us the ability and privilege to perform worship and observe Natl fasts 
abundantly with sincerity. Enable us to recognise the tricks of Satan by which he ruins 
our deeds. 

&&&&&& ^]\ 5 \£ oU 


Riya kariyaun say bacha Ya Ilahi 
Mujhay ‘abd-e-mukhlis bana Yd IlahT 

Save me from ostentation, O Almighty 
Make me a sincere servant, O Almighty 


12. Neighbourhood of fasting people 

Sayyiduna Malik Bin Dinar asfcjtsSj&iiav has not eaten even a single piece of date for forty 
years. His desire of eating dates had intensified. To subdue his Nafs, he fasted 

for eight successive days. Finally, he bought some dates and entered a Masjid situated in 
an area of Basra in day timing. 

As he was about to eat the dates, all of a sudden, a child started to call out, ‘O father! A 
Jew has entered our Masjid!’ When his father heard this, he rushed towards the Masjid 
brandishing a stick. When he arrived, he recognised the eminent saint Jtss sbi 
Apologising he politely said, ‘Your Eminence! The thing is, all the Muslims in this area 
keep fast. Other than the Jews no one eats during the day. This is the reason why my child 
assumed that you were a Jew; please forgive us for this misunderstanding.’ He 
said, ‘The children’s tongue is a tongue from Ghayb.’ He then swore never to 

eat dates. (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, part 1, pp. 52) 
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Content with just aroma of meat 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how our pious saints fought their Nafs? 

Sayyiduna Malik Bin Dinar ajfcjtsSsAi&a^ did not satisfy the desire of his Nafs! He 
did not eat delicious food for many years. Often he fasted during the day and did Iftar 
with just a dry piece of bread. Once, he ajfejkMifcst* had a desire for meat. So he bought 
some meat. On the way back, he smelt it and said to himself, ‘O Nafs! You have attained 
pleasure by smelling the meat; this is the only benefit for you. Saying this, he gave the 
meat to a Faqlr (poor person) and then said, ‘O Nafs! I’m not hurting you due to enmity. 
I’m trying to make you patient so that you may attain the precious treasure of divine 
pleasure!’ (Tazkira-tul-Auliya, part 1, pp. 52) 

We have also learnt that the Muslims of earlier times would like to keep Natl fasts as 
mentioned in the previous parable that all the Muslims of an area of Basra observed Natl 
fast every day! 


Call to righteousness from children 

The saying of Sayyiduna Malik Bin Dinar Jtss s&i that children’s words are ‘from 
Ghayb’ is also very important. Without doubt, there are often Madam pearls of admonition 
for us in the talking and practices of young children. 

Sag-e-Madlnah (i.e. the author) wrote the aforementioned 12 th parable on the 9 th 
Shawwal 1422 A.H. in an Islamic brother’s house in Karachi. During the meal, two children 
of the Islamic brother also sat down to eat. Their greed, quarrelsome attitude, disrespecting 
and devaluing one another, impatience, intolerance, tale-telling, jealousy, self-pride, self- 
importance, showing-off, unnecessary talking and needless complaining provided me with 
a great lesson to ponder over! You may probably be thinking as to how two children can 
deliver Dars on so many topics? In fact, the person possessing a Madam mindset can learn 
many things from their behaviour and attitude. For example, they filled their plates with 
too much food; they ate some food, dropped some and then left some in their plates. 

The lesson I learnt is that filling the plate with too much food is a sign of greed and a 
manner of silly people. A wise and sensible person refrains from this. Further, not picking 
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up the dropped food which will be thrown away is Israf (wasting). After eating, it is a 
Sunnah to clean the plate (with finger). The wise are not supposed to waste food but act 
upon the Sunnah. Unwise people waste food like children. The son of the Islamic brother 
filled his glass with cold drink, which annoyed his sister. She first placed the bottle 
beside me but still wasn’t satisfied. Later she picked up the bottle and put it somewhere 
else outside the room. This fighting gave me the lesson of greed (shown by the son) and 
jealousy (shown by the daughter). As both were quarrelling and arguing, they began to 
show each others’ faults. 

In other words, they were saying, ‘Look! We’re naive and unwise, because of which we’re 
talking unnecessarily, demonstrating impatience, disrespecting and quarrelling with one 
another and showing each others’ faults & weaknesses. If a (so called) wise person does 
what we are doing, isn’t he a fool? We are praising ourselves and bragging, we are revealing 
one another’s mistakes, but as we are minors, we will not be held accountable for this in 
the afterlife but, if you disrespect and dishonour one another, show off, lie and commit 
sins such as jealousy etc. you may well be held accountable and then sentenced to Hell 
on the Day of Judgement. If this happens, it’ll be the greatest tragedy for you.’ 

Madam daughter shows her henna-coloured hands 

Dear Islamic brothers! To be honest, I have mentioned just a few habits of those children. 
They were not aware that they were preaching and providing us unknowingly with a great 
lesson. If we carefully examine a child’s habits and behaviour from morning till night, we 
can obtain many Madam pearls of admonition and wisdom from his every action and 
comment. 

Once, on the eve of Eid Mllad-un-NabI JLJ*, an Islamic brother brought his 
little Madam daughter. She wanted to attract my attention by showing her henna-coloured 
hands. In other words, she gave the lesson that showing one’s abilities without a religious 
necessity, either directly or indirectly, is indeed a sign of showing off. This desire for praise 
is the habit of unwise and naive people like us. Young girls show their henna-coloured 
hands and young boys show their attractive clothes etc. to other people expecting praise 
and admiration, it contains a lesson for the adults. 
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Nowadays, a large number of people seem to have indulged in the bad habit of showing 
off. The disease of desiring fame and praise is also common. Further, people desire and 
expect admiration by their virtuous activities like donating money for the construction 
of Masajid & Madaris etc. This is indeed a ‘deadly disease’ but people don’t pay any 
attention towards it. 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
JUs.jtfbsjfejtsSiii! J* has warned, ‘Two hungry wolves let loose at a herd of sheep don’t cause 
as much harm as desire of respect and love of wealth cause harm to a person’s religion.’ 

(JamV TirmizT, vol. 4, pp. 166, Hadis 2383) 


I did not offer even Salat-ul-Jumu’ah 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to develop the spirit to get rid of showing off and love 
of wealth, always remain associated with Dawat-e-Islami. Make it your habit to travel 
with the Madam Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami. There are great blessings of the Madam 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Therefore, an Islamic brother of Gujranwala (Punjab, Pakistan) sent me his letter in 
which he mentioned, ‘I was living my life in fashion, sins and indecent deeds. Due to bad 
company, I had even become an alcoholic. I had been so wicked that I did not offer even 
Jumu’ah Salah. Despite being a Hafiz of the Quran, I didn’t even open the Quran for 
almost twelve years and, as a result, I had been made to forget almost all of it. I was living a 
life of ignorance. Luckily, the star of my fortune shone when I met an Islamic brother of 
Dawat-e-Islami. I was impressed by his good character and affectionate behaviour. He 
invited me to attend Dawat-e-Islami’s three day Sunnah-Inspiring global Ijtima’ being 
held in Madlna-tul-Auliya, Multan. I politely excused telling him that I am jobless and 
cannot afford the expenses of journey. He encouraged me very politely and arranged my 
ticket. 

I was privileged to participate in the Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’. The Sunnah- 
Inspiring speeches and the heart-rending Du’a changed my life altogether. When I 
returned from the Ijtima, a Madam transformation had taken place in my heart. Then, 
along with Rasul’s devotees, I was privileged to travel with a Madam Qafilah in which I 
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adopted many Sunnah. J«J£ «di With the blessings of the Madani environment I 
learnt the forgotten Quran by heart again. I also got the privilege of performing Imamat 
for seven successive years. At present, I am serving Dawat-e-Islami as a responsible 
member of ‘Punjab Makki Majlis’. 


Gunahgaraun do, siyah karaun do 
Gunahaun ko day ga churn MadaniMahaul 
Pila kar ma-ay ‘ishq day ga band yeh 
Tumhayn ‘ashiq-e-Mustafa Madam Mahaul 

Come O sinners, you also O transgressors 
You will give up sins in the Madani environment 
You will have a drink of devotion and become 
A devotee of Mustafa in the Madam environment 




O Allah Js-sSd Bestow steadfastness upon us in the Madani environment of Dawat-e- 
Islami! Make us eager to travel with Madani Qafilahs. Bless us with the treasure of sincerity. 
Save us from showing off, ostentation and love of wealth. Give us the privilege and ability 
to observe Natl fasts as well as the Fard fasts and also accept them from us. O Allah 
Forgive us and the entire Ummah of Your Beloved Prophet JUs^bssfeJtsSiii j*! 






True servant 


There are three signs of a true servant: (1) To abide by the commandments 
of Shari’all (2) To remain pleased with predestination, and distribution of 
favours as done by Allah (3) To sacrifice the desire of Nafs for the 
pleasure of Allah JisK 



(Bayiay ko Wasiyyat, pp. 37) 


J 
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41 Inspiring Parables of Mu’takifin 


Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, 
holds collective I’tikaf every year in the blessed month of Ramadan in numerous parts of 
the world. As a result of the religious and moral training provided to the Mu’takifin 
during the collective I’tikaf, thousands of sinners sincerely repent of their sins and turn 
over a new leaf according to the Madani mission, ‘I must strive to reform myself and 
the people of the entire world’ and get busy reforming other people. 

The following pages contain an account of those fortunate people who repented of their 
sins by the blessing of collective I’tikaf. The Islamic brothers wrote the following statements 
in their own words but Sag-e-Madlnah (the author of this book) has made a humble 
effort to make these statements more interesting by making some slight changes. 

Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah jusaisi j* 

has said, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me 100 times, Allah j«5£- will write between his eyes 
that this person is free from hypocrisy and hellfire and Allah will keep him with the 
martyrs on Day of Judgement.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 10, pp. 253, Hadis 172998) 

(Jp (JUu all! c-JLd! <Jp 1^1vs 


1. Hunter becomes prey! 

An Islamic brother has stated, ‘Ignorance prevailed in our home. I was brought up in 
such an environment in which speaking ill of the blessed and honourable companions 
was considered an act of virtue. Unfortunately, I was also involved in this 
blasphemy, but something else was predestined for me. 
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In the last ten days of Ramadan, 1426 A.H., 2005 I’tikaf was held by Dawat-e-Islami in 
‘Attarabad. As some boys from my neighbourhood participated in the I’tikaf, I visited 
the Madam Markaz Falzan-e-Madlnah with the intention of teasing them. As I arrived, I 
noticed that people were sitting in groups, learning and teaching the Sunan. I also sat 
waiting for an opportunity to irritate them and cause any mischief. Meanwhile, an Islamic 
brother politely invited me to join those learning sessions. I couldn’t refuse as he invited 
me in a very polite, humble and gentle manner. I sat down and began listening to the 
speech of the Muballigh attentively. There was a strange attraction in his speech. Slowly, 
the beautiful Madam Pearls of the speech held me spellbound. 

Some devotees of Rasul invited me to participate in the I’tikaf for the remaining days. I 
agreed and attained the blessings of the I’tikaf. Everything even the concept of I’tikaf was 
new and unusual to me. During the I’tikaf, I realised that I had deviated from the 
straight path. 

I repented of false and corrupt beliefs, recited the Kalimah and boarded the 
beautiful ship of the Ahl-e-Sunnat, spiritually sailing towards beautiful Madlnah. I 
adorned my face with a beard and also my head with a beautiful green turban. I also 
completed a sixty three day Madam Tarbiyyatl (training) course, and was given the 
responsibility of a Halqah in our area. Now as a totally different person, I am 

trying to reform other people as well as myself. 

May Allah bless me with steadfastness in the Madam environment of Dawat-e- 
Islami, and guide the people who have deviated from true Islamic teachings!’ 

2. Several attempts to commit suicide 

An Islamic brother from Shujabad division Multan (who is currently living in Bab-ul- 
Madlnah, Karachi) has stated: I was extremely rude to my parents. I wasted my days playing 
cricket and my nights watching films. 

Once, in the blessed month of Ramadan, I had a severe quarrel with my parents and broke 
even the house furniture. I was myself fed up with my sinful life. I was very temperamental 
and, Allah JkiSs- forbid, had attempted to commit suicide many times but the attempt of 
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suicide failed each time, 3*5^ By the grace of Allah I became interested in 

attending I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan. At first, I decided to perform I’tikaf in 
my local Masjid but then I luckily met an Islamic brother. As a result of the Islamic 
brother’s individual effort, I joined the collective ftikaf in the company of Rasul’s devotees 
in Falzan-e-Madlnah, the global Madam Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. 

How great the blessings of the collective ftikaf are! Before attending the 
ftikaf, I was clean shaven, used to wear a shirt and trousers, but the learning sessions, 
the Sunnah-Inspiring speeches and the company of Rasul’s devotees had all an immense 
Madam impact upon me. I started to grow a beard, began wearing the blessed turban on 
my head and, on the eve of Eid, repented of my sins crying immensely. Instead of returning 
home, I travelled with a three day Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah with Rasul’s devotees. 
I spent all three days of Eid in the path of Allah 

I swear by Allah JmS*-! This was my first ever Eid which I thoroughly enjoyed. When I 
came home, I clung onto my mother’s feet and cried so much that I passed out. When I 
recovered about half an hour later, I saw that my family had surrounded me. They were 
amazed to see such a major positive change in my attitude. The environment 

of our home has also been nice. At present, I am a responsible member of the local 
Majlis of Dawat-e-Islami. After completing the Tarbiyyatl course in Falzan-e- 

Madlnah, the global Madam Markaz, I have joined 126 days Imamat Course. I request 
you to pray for my steadfastness. 


Big fay akhlaq saray sanwar jayaxn gey 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 
Bas mazah kya mazah ko mazay ayain gey 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 


III manners will turn into good manners 
Do Ftikaf in the Madam environment 
You will get great spiritual pleasure 
Do Ftikaf in the MadanI environment 
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3.1 never offered Salah except Eid Salah 

An Islamic brother who lives in Mianwali colony, Manghupir Road Bab-ul-Madinah, 
Karachi has stated: There would be only a few sinners like me. I had several girlfriends. I 
had such a filthy mind that I had the habit of watching obscene films every day. Believe 
me or not, I never offered any Salah in my entire life other than Eid Salah and I didn’t 
even know how to offer Salah! Fortunately, the mercy of Allah showered upon me, 
blessing with the privilege of taking part in the collective I’tikaf held in Falzan-e-Madlnah, 
the global Madam Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami in the last ten days of Ramadan. How 
fantastic the Madam atmosphere in Falzan-e-Madlnah is! My eyes opened; the veil of 
heedlessness was removed from my heart and a Madam transformation took place. 

Jji^sJi! I learnt how to offer Salah and became punctual in my five daily Salah with 
the Jama’at. I started to deliver Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat in two Masjids. Jj^sJi! 
The Islamic brothers gave me the responsibility of Zayll Nigran of a Masjid Mushawarat. 
To express my appreciation I would like to mention that by the blessings of the Madam 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami I was honoured with the privilege of seeing the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet j* in my dream. 




4. Whole family embraced Islam 

An Islamic brother has stated: A new Muslim (who embraced Islam as a result of the 
efforts of a Muballigh of Dawat-e-Islami) was blessed with the opportunity to take part 
in the collective I’tikaf that was held in the Memon Masjid of Kalyan (Maharashtra, India) 
by Dawat-e-Islami in Ramadan (1426 A.H./2005). The Sunnah-Inspiring speeches, cassette 
Ijtima’at and Sunnah-Inspiring learning sessions all had a deep Madam impact upon him. 
Due to the blessings of I’tikaf, he developed a passion to preach his blessed religion. His 
other family members were still wandering in the dark valley of unbelief. After attending 
the I’tikaf, he began making attempts for the reform of his family. He even called 
Muballighln of Dawat-e-Islami to his house to invite his family to embrace Islam. 
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His parents, two sisters and a brother embraced Islam and were initiated 
in the spiritual Qadiriyyah Razawiyyah order and hence they became disciples of 
Ghaus-e-A’zam 


Walwalah Dm kl tabligh ka pao gey 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Fazl-e-Rab say zamanay pay cha jao gey 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

You will get inspired to Islamic-preaching 
Do I’tikaf in the Madam environment 
By Divine bounty you will be dominating 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 

oSJ- JUS all! & tjU, 


5.1 was engulfed in a secular lifestyle 

An Islamic brother of Sukkur city (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) has stated: I was a hedonist and 
would lead my life enjoying worldly pleasures. The only aim of my life was to earn 
money. I had drifted away from religious teachings and was lost in the darkness of sins. 

In Ramadan, some sympathetic devotees of Rasul met and invited me to join 
the collective I’tikaf, but I refused. The Rasul’s devotees were experts and experienced and 
it seemed they didn’t even know how to give up hope. They weren’t prepared to leave me 
to my own devices. They kept getting reward by constantly inviting me to righteousness. 
Due to their constant individual effort, the heart of this sinner, criminal and lover of the 
world eventually softened and I performed I’tikaf with them in the last ten days of 
Ramadan (Probably in 1410 A.H. 1990). I couldn’t imagine that the world of these 
preachers would be so different from mine. The company of Rasul’s devotees had an 
immense effect on me. 

J4s % I began to offer my Salah punctually, grew a beard and adorned my head 
with the crown of the blessed turban. In addition to many other important things which 
I learnt during the I’tikaf, I also learnt that it is strictly prohibited to relieve oneself whilst 
having one’s face or back towards Qiblah. During the I’tikaf, it came to my attention that 
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the toilets of the Masjid where we performed I’tikaf were facing the wrong direction. For 
the pleasure of Allah I called in some labourers and got the direction of the toilets 
corrected. I paid them from my own pocket, After the I’tikaf I travelled with 

many Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilahs with Rasul’s devotees. 

(Jp (JUo alii e-JLil <Jp l^Lszs 


6.1 want to be like you 

An Islamic brother of Rawalpindi (Punjab, Pakistan) gave the following account: I was a 
student of matriculation at that time. In the last ten days of Ramadan (1421 A.H. 2000) I 
performed I’tikaf in the Bilal Masjid of our area. There were about fourteen or fifteen 
Mu’takifln including me. Probably, on the 28 th of Ramadan, after Zuhr Salah, one of my 
ex-class fellows (whom we used to tease because of his naivety) came to meet us. He was 
wearing a green turban. After greeting us with Salam, he made individual effort and 
politely said: ‘Can I ask any one of you to tell me the method of Eid Salali!’ None of us 
knew so we started staring at each other sheepishly. Then he said, ‘Can you explain the 
method of the funeral Salali!’ Sadly, none of us knew this either. Then he showed us a 
demonstration of Salali. His practical demonstration made us realise the mistakes we 
used to make in our Salali. After that he explained to us the method of offering the Eid 
Salali and the funeral Salali in an excellent and easily-understandable way. We were 
immensely pleased. 

Truly speaking, the only thing we learnt during the I’tikaf was the method of Salah that 
Muballigh of Dawat-e-Islami taught us. On the day of Eid, I offered Eid Salali on the 
roof of the Masjid. When the Imam uttered the second Takhir, almost everyone bent for 
Ruku’ except me. This wasn’t the time to do Ruku’, everyone was supposed to raise their 
hands to their ears and then lower them to their sides. If I hadn’t learnt the method of 
the Eid Salali I would also have bent for the Ruku’ like others. I felt intensely grateful to 
the Muballigh of Dawat-e-Islami who taught me the method of Eid Salali during I’tikaf. 
At that moment, I also realised the importance of Dawat-e-Islami. When I met the 
Muballigh on Eid, I said to him, ‘I also want to be like you.’ He encouraged me very 
compassionately. Due to his individual effort, I joined the Madani environment of 
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Dawat-e-Islami. At present, I am serving Sunnah as a member of the education Majlis of 
Dawat-e-Islami. 


jjp tjliu alii ^ 


7. Tears came into my eyes 

An Islamic brother from Jinnahabad (Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi) has stated: In Ramadan 
(1420 A.H. 2004) I was blessed with the privilege of taking part in the collective I’tikaf in 
Faizan-e-Madinah, the global Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. I had many evil habits 
which I gave up and repented of many other sins due to the blessing of collective I’tikaf. 
I was unaware of the Sunnah method of eating, but in addition to many other Sunan, I 
learnt the Sunan of eating and drinking during the I’tikaf. I don’t know why tears came 
to my eyes when I noticed an Islamic brother eating according to Sunnah. 

It has become my habit to eat according to Sunnah ever since I have learnt 
the Sunnah method of eating (almost three years back). By the grace of Allah JsAs I 
have joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 


Sunnatayn khana khanay ki turn jan lo 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 


You will be learning the Sunnahs of eating 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 




8. Affection of Rasul’s devotees 

A modern youngster of Indor Shehr (M.P. India) has stated that he was wasting his life 
in sins owing to the company of bad friends. In the last ten days of Ramadan (1425 A.H. 
2004) he took part in the collective I’tikaf with some devotees of Rasul. The company of 
the devotees of Rasul changed him entirely and he was blessed with repentance. He grew 
his beard and began to wear a green turban on his head. He acquired a strong passion to 
serve the Sunnah and so he eventually became a Muballigh. At present, he is spreading 
the blessings of Sunnah as a member of a local Majlis. 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


878 


Lay nay khayrat turn rahmataun ki chalo 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 
Luinay barakatayn Sunnataun ki chalo 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 

To gain mercies of Allah 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
To attain blessings of Sunnah 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 

jliS ail! 


9. Repentance of communists 

A responsible Islamic brother of Sukkur (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) has stated: Although the 
message of Dawat-e-Islami had reached ‘Attarabad (Jacobabad) which is situated near 
Sukkur, there was still a need to improve Madani work. The Islamic brothers of ‘Attarabad 
were very weak in organisational matters. They often used to demand that the Muballighin 
from Sukkur be sent to ‘Attarabad for the improvement of Madani work. In view of their 
constant demand, we made a lot of individual effort in Ramadan (1410 A.H. 1990) and 
persuaded the Islamic brothers of ‘Attarabad to take part in the collective I’tikaf that was 
going to be held in Sukkur. As a result of the concerted efforts, numerous Islamic brothers 
from ‘Attarabad performed I’tikaf in Munawwarah Masjid, Station Road, Sukkur. 

Prior to the Ftikaf, not even a single Islamic brother knew how to deliver Dars from 
Falzan-e-Sunnat but seventeen Islamic brothers became Mu’allims (those who give Dars) 
and Muballighs (preachers) in that collective Ftikaf by the blessings of the company of 
the devotees of Rasul, J*sSt<dbajtsJf. They adorned their faces with blessed beards and their 
heads with crowns of green turbans. They were given organisational responsibilities for 
the Madani work of Dawat-e-Islami. Somehow, some communists (non-Muslims) also 
came close to the Madani environment. J«5* All of them repented of their 

unbelief, read the Kalimah and embraced Islam. Moreover, they made the intention to 
spend the rest of their lives in the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 

jksSt JjiiisJl! At present, the Islamic brothers of ‘Attarabad who were blessed with the 
privilege of taking part in the collective Ftikaf of Ramadan (1410 A.H.) and the newly 



reverted Muslims who repented of communism are now excellent Muballighs, able enough 
to deliver Sunnah-Inspiring speeches in large gatherings even in the global Ijtima. They 
also hold important responsibilities in various provincial Majalis and are striving to 
reform themselves and the people of whole the world. May Allah bless us and them 
with steadfastness in the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami! 


dtb t%. CxJ 




10. My head can be cut off but... 

An Islamic brother who lives in Korangi number 6, Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi gave the 
following account: My younger brother was twenty six years old, he didn’t offer his Salah, 
and was clean shaven. Making individual effort, I persuaded him to take part in the 
collective I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan (1421 A.H. 2000) with Rasul’s devotees 
in Faizan-e-Madinah, the global Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. Due to the blessed 
company of Rasul’s devotees during the I’tikaf, my younger brother who neither offered 
any Salah nor acted upon any Sunnah, had completely changed. 

He began to offer his five daily Salah and grew beard. He developed such a 
strong passion that he was heard saying, ‘Now my head can be cut off but my beard cannot 
be separated from my face.’ 




11.1 was cured from epilepsy 

An Islamic brother has stated: An Islamic brother took part in the collective I’tikaf that 
was held in Ramadan (1426 A.H.) in the Kurla district of Mumbai (India) under the 
supervision of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 8c non-political movement of the Quran & Sunnah. 
This Islamic brother used to have epileptic fits every other day. J&SzAite&X, During the 
entire I’tikaf, he didn’t suffer even a single epileptic fit. Aj Since that day he 
never suffered from epilepsy again. 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! Due to the blessings of I’tikaf in the company of 
Rasul’s devotees people are granted relief from problems and calamities. 

This Islamic brother was cured of epilepsy, and didn’t suffer a single fit in the Masjid. 
Indeed this is due to the special grace of Allah JmK However, keep it in mind that such a 
patient who gets unconscious due to epileptic fits or any other reason shouldn’t perform 
I’tikaf in the Masjid because he could have a fit anytime even during the Salah, which 
will cause severe problems for other people. Especially the one captured by a Jinn should 
not be allowed to do ftikaf because his erratic jumping around, screaming and shouting 
will cause problems for other worshippers. 

12.1 was clean shaven 

An Islamic brother of Naseerabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) gave the following account: I 
was clean shaven and was wasting my days in heedlessness. Due to the encouragement 
and individual effort of various Islamic brothers I took part in the collective ftikaf in 
Ramadan (1425 A.H. 2004) in the company of Rasul’s devotees in the Madam environment 
of Dawat-e-Islami. j The ftikaf changed my heart. I cried out of shame and 
made a firm intention to give up sins forever. I began to wear a green turban and adorned 
my face with beard, Jm5£ JL) 3lasJT! At present, I am the servant (i.e. responsible) of a 
Mushawarat in the Naseerabad district of Dawat-e-Islami. 


Sikhnay ko milayn gT tumhayn Sunnatayn 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Lui lo a kar Allah kl rahmatayn 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 


To gain mercies of Allah 
Do Ftikaf in the Madam environment 
To attain blessings of Sunnah 
Do Ftikaf in the Madam environment 
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13.1 had habit of singing songs 

A 25-year-old Islamic brother from Drig Road (Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi) has stated: I 
performed I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan in the company of Rasul’s devotees in 
Falzan-e-Madlnah, the global Madam Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political 
movement of the Quran and Sunnah. I was blessed in that I’tikaf. One of the blessings was 
that I gave up my habit of singing songs walking in streets like loafers and I began to 
recite blessed Na’at instead, I also developed the mindset of observing the 

Madam guard of the tongue (avoiding unnecessary and evil speech). Now, whenever I 
utter any useless and unimportant word, I instantly recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI to compensate 
for it. 


Git ganay ki ‘adat nikal jaye gi 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Bay-ja bak bak ki khaslat bhi tal jaye gi 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 


The habit of singing songs will go away 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
The practice of useless talking will go away 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 




14. Fashionable young man became Muballigh... 

In Baikala (Mumbai, India) a modern youngster who was an electrical engineer by 
profession participated in the collective I’tikaf organised by Dawat-e-Islami in the last 
ten days of Ramadan (1419 A.H. 1998). He remained in the company of Rasul’s devotees 
for ten days. The refulgence of beard, which is a symbol of love for the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet JUs^s-sfeJtsStii! j* began to shine on his face. He began to wear a green 
turban as well, and the blessings of I’tikaf transformed him into a great Muballigh of 
Sunnah. He continued to take part in the Madani activities of Dawat-e-Islami 

and is now busy spreading the blessings of the Sunnah as a member of India’s MakkI 
Kabinah. 
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15. How I gave up taking drugs 

An Islamic brother who lives in Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) has stated: I was a 
drug addict and did not use to offer Salah. My family was very worried and concerned 
about me. Luckily, I was blessed with the privilege of attending the three day Sunnah- 
Inspiring global Ijtima’ of Dawat-e-Islami held in the plains of Sahra-e-Madinah, 
Madina-tul-Auliya, Multan in 1426 A.H. 2005. During the Ijtima’, I made the intention 
to perform I’tikaf in Falzan-e-Madlnah. So I came to Bab-ul-Madlnah and gained the 
privilege of doing I’tikaf for the last 10 days of Ramadan (1426 A.H. 2005). No doubt, 
the three day Ijtima’ of Multan had its affect on me but the blessings of collective I’tikaf 
cannot be expressed in words! 

Truly speaking, it completely changed my heart. I repented sincerely of my sins, grew 
my beard and instantly started to wear a green turban. When I returned to Hyderabad 
after the I’tikaf my family and neighbours were surprised to see me with a beard and a 
green turban. 

I stopped taking drugs. Now I make efforts to spread the Madam work of 
Dawat-e-Islami. My daughter has enrolled on a Sharl’ah course in one of the branches of 
Jami’a-tul-Madlnah of Dawat-e-Islami and my two Madam sons are memorising the 
Holy Quran in Madrasah-tul-Madlnah. 


Gar Madinay ka gham chashm-e-nam chahiye 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Madam Aqa kl nazr-e-karam chahiye 

Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

If you want devotion to Madinah with eyes shedding tears 
Do I’tikaf in the Madam environment 
If you desire the merciful gaze of the Prophet Dear A& 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
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16. What is I’tikaf? 

An Islamic brother who resides in Dera Allah Yar (Baluchistan, Pakistan) has stated: I 
had neither the fear of Allah nor love of the Holy Prophet j*. The 

precious moments of my life were being wasted in sins. By the grace of Allah JisA, the 
Madam work of Dawat-e-Islami had started in our city. Dawat-e-Islami held a Sunnah- 
Inspiring Ijtima’ on Shab-e-Bara-at (1416 A.H. 1995) for the first time in our city; I also 
attended the Ijtima’. Even though I got immensely impressed by Dawat-e-Islami when I 
saw a huge number of bearded, turbaned and well-mannered devotees of Rasul, but I 
stayed away from them. I did not even attend the Sunnah-Inspiring weekly Ijtima’. 

However, when the 27 th night of Ramadan (1416 A.H. 1995) arrived, I took part in the 
collective Du’a in the Masjid where the Ijtima’ was held. At the end of the Ijtima’, I met 
some Islamic brothers one of whom told me that some Islamic brothers attended Ttikaf 
in the Masjid. The word Ttikaf was new to me. I curiously asked ‘What does I’tikaf mean?’ 
Explaining the meaning of Ttikaf, the Islamic brothers politely told me some of its 
blessings. After listening to some blessings of I’tikaf performed in the Madam environment 
of Dawat-e-Islami, I made a firm intention in my heart that I would also perform I’tikaf 
the following year 

Time passed gradually. When the next Ramadan arrived I performed I’tikaf with devotees 
of Rasul in the last 10 days. Words cannot express what I learnt in just ten days in the 
company of devotees of Rasul. During I’tikaf, someone suggested that I enrol on the 
Dars-e-NizamI course. Responding positively to his sincere suggestion, I came to Bab-ul- 
Madlnah, Karachi where I joined Jami’a-tul-Madlnah. After the completion of Daura-e- 
Hadls, the degree of Dars-e-NizamI was conferred on me during the traditional degree- 
conferring ceremony held in 1425 A.H. 2004 in the Falzan-e-Madlnah, Bab-ul-Madlnah, 
Karachi. At present, I am a teacher at a branch of Jami’a-tul-Madlnah of Dawat-e-Islami 
in Hyderabad. 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! A boy who didn’t even know what I’tikaf meant not 
only became a scholar due to the blessings of I’tikaf with Rasul’s devotees but also became 
a teacher of Dars-e-NizamI students at a branch of Dawat-e-Islami’s Jami’a-tul-Madlnah 
and is making other Islamic brothers scholars. 
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Sunnatayn sikh lo rahmatayn lui lo, 

Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
‘Ilm hasil karo barakatayn lui lo, 

Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

To gain mercy and learn Sunnah, do Ftikaf in the Madam environment 
To acquire knowledge and gain blessings, do I’tikaf in the Madam environment 

jias alii 


17. Which of my sins shall I mention! 

An Islamic brother of Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi has stated: Which sins of mine should I 
mention! Allah J&U- forbid, not offering Salah, playing computer games, watching obscene 
programmes on television every day, lying and even stealing were some of the sins I used 
to commit fearlessly. 

Luckily, in the last ten days of Ramadan in 1421 A.H. 2000,1 was blessed with the privilege 
of taking part in the collective I’tikaf with some Rasul’s devotees of Dawat-e-Islami in 
Jami’ Masjid Aminah, situated in Shakeel Garden, Aukhai complex, Bab-ul-Madlnah, 
Karachi. After the collective I’tikaf, I joined the Madrasa-tul-Madlnah that was held on 
the second floor of Aminah Masjid. 

jisjt I began to attend the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima of Dawat-e-Islami 

which was held in Falzan-e-Madlnah. Ai\xsS\\ As a result of my efforts, a Madam 
atmosphere has been created in my home. I play the cassettes of Sunnah-Inspiring 
speeches released by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah at home. JU-s^ Jj^s- Jl! I have memorised the 
entire Holy Quran and I’m currently doing Dars-e-Nizaml in Jami’a-tul-Madlnah. I also 
teach in Madrasa-tul-Madlnah and I am trying to spread the Madam work of Dawat-e- 
Islami under the guidance of the Nigran of my Zayll Mushawarat. 

18. Markaz by blessings of I’tikaf 

A responsible Islamic brother from India has stated: The trustees and some local Muslims 
of ‘Masjid-e-A’zam’ in Chitra Durga, Karnataka, India, had some misconceptions about 
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Dawat-e-Islami. Due to their misconceptions, we had to face many difficulties in obtaining 
permission to perform I’tikaf collectively in Ramadan. The sons of two trustees also 
joined the collective I’tikaf. When the trustees observed the Sunnah-Inspiring learning 
sessions and speeches, Na’ats, heart-rending supplications, all according to the Madani 
Markaz schedule, and the well organised behaviour of a large number of Mu’takifin, they 
became so impressed that they presented gifts and flowers to all the Mu’takifin on the 
last day of I’tikaf. All of their misconceptions were removed and they finally realized that 
Dawat-e-Islami is sincerely making religious efforts. They gave full authority to Dawat-e- 
Islami to carry out its Madani work in the splendid ‘Masjid-e-A’zam’ under their 
trusteeship. 

j^diiUsJT! ‘Masjid-e-A’zam’ has now become the Madani Markaz of that city. 

The sons of both trustees adorned their faces with blessed beards and joined the Madani 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Zikr karna Khuda ka yahan subh-o-shdm 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Pao gey Na 'at-e-Mahbub ki dhum dham 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

You’ll be making the Zikr of Allah all the while here 
Do Ptikaf in the Madani environment 
You’ll be hearing the Na’ats of the Prophet Dear 
Do I’tikdf in the Madani environment 

ijp (JUo all! <Jp 

19. Blessing of I'tikaf reaches England 

An Islamic brother of Sukkur (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) gave the following account: In 
Ramadan (1410 A.H. 1990) my brother-in-law arrived in Sukkur (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh, 
Pakistan) from England. Encouraged by the persuasion of some Islamic brothers, I made 
individual effort on him and invited him to join the blessings of collective I’tikaf with 
Rasul’s devotees. Accepting my invitation, he attended the I’tikaf. When my 

brother-in-law who was accustomed to living in a completely non-Islamic environment 
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performed I’tikaf, learnt the beautiful Sunan of the Holy Prophet j* and 

other important religious rulings and heard about the affairs of the grave and afterlife, 
he felt intense impact on his heart. 

Due to the blessings of the collective I’tikaf he received the gift of repentance 
of his sins and joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. He adorned his face 
with a beard and began to wear a green turban. After learning the method of giving Dars 
and Sunnah-Inspiring speech, he began to deliver speeches even during the I’tikaf. He made 
a firm intention to enthusiastically participate in the Madani activities of Dawat-e-Islami 
on his return to England. 

At present, he is a Muballigh of Dawat-e-Islami in England and is responsible 
for the twelve Madani activities. The mother of his children (my sister), also joined the 
Madani environment and wears a Madani Burqa’ (veil) despite living in the immodest 
environment of England. After learning the correct method of reciting the Holy Quran, 
she is currently teaching other Islamic sisters in Madrasa-tul-Madinah for adult women. 
Further, she is currently a member of Dawat-e-Islami’s Majlis for Madani activities of 
Islamic sisters. 




20. I’m not going to leave Faizan-e-Madinah 

An Islamic brother who lives in the division of Kamaliya, district Dar-us-Salam (Punjab) 
has stated: In those days, I was in grade 9. I had a group of friends in my class. We all 
used to play truant, roam around, play cricket till late night, waste lots of time in internet 
cafes and spend all day watching movies on cable. I loved listening to music so much 
that I would fall asleep whilst listening to songs and the very first thing I would do in the 
morning after waking up was listening to music. We all wore fashionable and trendy 
clothes and would go out to tease girls. I never obeyed my mother; whenever she tried to 
advise me, I would become furious and quarrel with her. My father also asked me to 
offer Salah, but I would turn a deaf ear. To be honest, there was no apparent hope of my 
reform. 
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May Allah bless my elder brother who rescued me from drowning into the sea of 
sins. He asked me to perform I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan. Believe me, I was so 
away from religion that I didn’t even know what I’tikaf meant. As I was very rude, I 
blatantly refused but my brother did not give up hope. Somehow, he made up my mind 
and managed to persuade me to take part in the collective I’tikaf in Faizan-e-Madinah in 
Sardarabad (Faisalabad, Pakistan). During the initial four or five days I didn’t enjoy it at 
all and tried to run away but couldn’t succeed. Then I slowly began to feel some peace. 
During the last days, I felt so much spiritual peace that on the eve of Eid I said, ‘I don’t 
want to go back home, I want to spend tonight in Faizan-e-Madinah.’ 

Turn ghar ko na khayncho nahln jata nahln jata 
Mayn chaur hay Falzan-e-Madlnah nahln jata 

Don’t drag me home, I won’t go 
Leaving Falzan-e-Madlnah, I won’t go 

(Jp (JUo alii c-JLiM <Jp I^L^> 


21. Knee-pain disappeared due to blessing of I’tikaf 

A student of Jami’a-tul-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi has stated: In the last 10 days 
of Ramadan in 1426 A.H. 2005 I was blessed with the privilege of participating in the 
collective I’tikaf in Faizan-e-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi. During the I’tikaf, I met 
an elderly person who told me that he had been suffering from knee-pain for several years, 
but when he came to Faizan-e-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, the global Madam 
Markaz to perform I’tikaf, his pain was relieved due to the blessings of I’tikaf, 

JUS all! i r 4 t L\ 


22. Face adorned with beard and head with green turban 

An Islamic brother has stated: In the last ten days of Ramadan in 1423 A.H. 2002, a 
modern Islamic brother of Nosari Gujrat, India, attended the collective I’tikaf held by 
Dawat-e-Islami in Surat. He was deeply impressed by the Sunnah-Inspiring learning 
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sessions, heart-rending supplications and pleasant sounds of Zikr and Na’ats (all 
according to the training schedule of Madani Markaz). 

The blessings of the company of Rasul’s devotees were inexpressible. He not only grew his 
beard, began to wear a green turban but also kept serving his religion under the guidance 
of Dawat-e-Islami and, at present, he is spreading the Madani work as the Nigran of his 
city Mushawarat. 

Sunnataun kl turn a kar kay sawghat lo, 

MadaniMahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 
Ao baitl hay rahmat kT khayrat lo, 

Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikdf 

To attain blessings of Sunnah, do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
To gain mercies of Allah, do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 

(Jp (JUu alii c-JLskl <Jp IjLszs 


23. There’s none like my Beloved 

‘Abdur Razzaq ‘Attari, an Islamic brother of Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh Pakistan) 
was in charge of a laboratory in the Tando Adam Agricultural University. His two sons 
were associated with the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami but he himself was far 
away from Sal ah and the Sunnah. He had a complete secular mindset. 

In Ramadan, when he was invited through individual effort to take part in the collective 
I’tikaf, he said: ‘The mother of my children has fallen out with me and gone to her 
parental home; will she come back, if I do Ftikaf?’ He was told that she would come back, 
JlML-sai. Therefore, with Rasul’s devotees, he took part in the collective Ftikaf that 
was held in Falzan-e-Madlnah (Hyderabad) in the last ten days of Ramadan, in 1416 A.H., 
1995. The learning sessions, Sunnah-Inspiring speeches, heart-rending supplications and 
pleasant Na’ats caused a Madani transformation in his heart. He repented of his sins, 
made a firm intention to offer his Sal ah, adorned his face with a beard and head with a 
green turban and began to recite Na’ats. During the Ftikaf, the mother of his children 
also returned home and their domestic differences were settled. Due to the blessings of 
Ftikaf, he joined the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, grew his hair, began to 
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wear a green turban and clothes all according to the Sunnah. He also travelled with Madani 
Qafilahs. Whilst remaining associated with the Madani environment, he passed away the 
same year on Thursday the 27 th of Rabi’-un-Nur 1416 A.H. 1995. j A He 

was so fortunate. At the time of his death, he was reciting the following line of a Na’at’s 
couplet: ‘ There’s no one like my Beloved Rasul jussii j*.’ 

May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 


(hdjgZ JUS4i»l Jl/j] ^j\ o\jr (jh«T 


Gawr-e-tlrah ko turn jagmaganay chalo 
MadaniMahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikdf 
Rahatayn rauz-e-mahshar klpanay chalo 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikdf 


To brighten the dark grave 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
To gain comforts of the Judgement Day 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 




Admonitory narration 

Dear Islamic brothers! This parable teaches us several Madani lessons. The late ‘Abdur 
Razzaq ‘Attari was very lucky to have joined the Madani environment just a 

few months before his death. Indeed the one who repents before his death and comes on 
the right track and begins to follow the Sunnah is very fortunate. On the contrary, the one 
who performs good deeds and practices the Sunnah but then, Allah forbid, becomes 
heedless, falls into the abyss of sins and moves away from the Madani environment a short 
while before his death, is very unfortunate. 


Whenever Satan tries to make you drift away from the Madani environment by making 
you fall out with a responsible Islamic brother or get lazy or busy with your worldly 
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business, ponder over the following blessed Hadis because it is often observed that when 
someone joins the Madani environment whole-heartedly but then moves away, Allah Js-sS^ 
forbid, it becomes very difficult for him to carry on performing virtuous deeds. 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah has narrated: When Allah intends somebody 

goodness, a year before his death, Allah JmSz- appoints an angel who persistently guides 
him to the straight path until he dies in a good state, and then people say: ‘So and so 
person has died in a good state.’ When such a person dies, his soul hastens to leave and, 
at that time, he likes to meet Allah J«S£ and Allah J«3£- likes to meet him. When 
Allah intends anyone the harm (predestined for him), a year before his death, 
Allah JiiA appoints a devil over him who misguides him until he dies in his worst state. 
When death comes to him, his soul hesitates to leave, and this person dislikes meeting 
Allah JisA and SO does Allah JU-sSt. (Derivedfrom Sharh-us-Sudur, pp. 27) 


24. My family used to turn me out of home 

An Islamic brother of Muzaffargarh (Punjab, Pakistan) has stated: I was extremely 
wicked. At night, I would listen to three or four music cassettes before going to sleep. I 
used to spend my entire nights loitering around and committing sins. I would quarrel 
with my family over trivial matters, my family used to turn me out of the house due to 
my misbehaviour. I would stay out of home for one or two days, then the situation settled 
down and I would come back. In short, the days of my life were being ruined. 

My cousin was the Nigran of the area Mushawarat of Dawat-e-Islami. Making individual 
effort, he persuaded me to take part in the collective I’tikaf of Dawat-e-Islami in the last 
ten days of Ramadan (1425 A.H. 2004) in the ‘Adday Wall’ Masjid (Muzaffargarh). I got 
extremely impressed by the sincere and sound character of a Muballigh from Bab-ul- 
Madlnah, Karachi. I repented of my previous sins and adorned my head with a green 
turban. 

On the 27 th night, the Sunnah-Inspiring speech and the heart-rending Du’a had an 
immense effect on me, making me cry all night. On the second day of Eid, at the time of 
Fajr, whilst still asleep, I dreamt of a Holy person who called me by my name and said, 
‘It’s time for Fajr, and you’re still asleep!’ Whilst asleep, I instantly folded my hands as 
though I was offering Salah and then I woke up. My hands were folded in the same state. 
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I received deep inspiration from this dream, and I went to the Masjid without delay and 
offered Fajr Salah with the Jama’at. I consistently attended the weekly Ijtima in my city. 
By the grace of Allah JmSs I am now doing Dars-e-Nizami in Jami’a-tul-Madinah 
(Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi). I am responsible of Madani In’amat in my class. To express 
my gratitude, I would like to say that Allah has especially blessed me because I 
practise all the 92 Madani In’amat of students. It is my Madani request that all Islamic 
brothers make Du’a for my steadfastness. 

25.1 was made Khatib of Masjid 

An Islamic brother of Saeedabad, Baldiya Town, Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi has stated: 
JU-sv- aIj I learnt to recite the Holy Quran in a branch of Madrasa-tul-Madinah of 
Dawat-e-Islami, but regretfully, I still didn’t become punctual in my Salah. 

I was blessed with the privilege of performing I’tikaf with Dawat-e-Islami’s devotees of 
Rasul in the last ten days of Ramadan. Participation in I’tikaf inflicted a Madani wound 
on my heart. It woke me up from the sleep of heedlessness and opened my eyes. I became 
punctual in my Salah. The I’tikaf inspired me to travel with a Madani Qafilah. I was 
unemployed. When I expressed my intention of travelling with the Madani Qafilah to 
my Mushawarat Nigran, he said to me, your problem will soon be solved.’ 

jkiitAitjisJil Due to the blessings of the Madani Qafilah, the management of the Masjid 
where our Madani Qafilah stayed liked the way of my speech and supplication, so they 
appointed me as the Khatib of the Masjid and hence I got a means of livelihood. May 
Allah grant me steadfastness in the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami! 


26.1 was spending my life in heedlessness 

A modern Islamic brother of Modasa (Gujrat, India) was wasting his life in heedlessness 
and sins. Luckily, in the last 10 days of Ramadan (1423 A.H. 2002) he was blessed with 
the privilege of taking part in the collective I’tikaf of Dawat-e-Islami in the company of 
Rasul’s devotees. Due to the blessings of the Sunnah-Inspiring speeches, heart-rending 
Du’as and pleasant Na’ats his life completely changed. He got such a passion that he 
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gained the privilege to deliver Dars and Bayan during the I’tikaf. He intended to grow 
his beard and wear a green turban. He also travelled with a thirty day Madani Qafilah 
with Rasul’s devotees. As he was a talented man, the Islamic brothers were so impressed 
with him that they appointed him as the Amir of the Qafilah. 

‘Ashiqan-e-Rasul do dayn gey bayan 
Madani Makaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 
Dur haun gi ‘ibadat ki khamiyan 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 

To listen to the speeches of devotees of Rasul 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
To rectify faults in performing worship 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 

(Jp (JUo alll <Jp 

27. aiiili-i I began to offer Tahajjud 

An elderly Islamic brother of Sukkur (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) has stated: I was blessed with 
the privilege of taking part in the collective I’tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan 
(1425 A.H. 2004) organised by Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement of 
the Quran & Sunnah. There was a prearranged and organised schedule for the learning 
sessions. I learnt the rulings of Salah and many other Sunan relating to daily life. In 
those ten days, I learnt what I didn’t learn in my entire life. The Sunnah-Inspiring 
speeches and the company of Rasul’s devotees made me reflect about the afterlife, 
causing a Madani revolution in my heart. I developed enthusiasm to practice the Madani 
In’amat. I especially practiced the 2 nd Madani In’am, and with its blessings I 

have developed the habit of offering all five Salah in the first row of the Masjid, with 
Jama at and first Takhir. 

J* s j£ I also became steadfast in offering Tahajjud Salah. I hand in my Madani 

In’amat booklet to the relevant responsible Islamic brother every month. I am also blessed 
with the privilege of participating in the weekly Ijtima punctually from start to end. 
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28. Ya Rasulallah 4# bless me with your vision 

An Islamic brother who lives in Mittiyan (Khariyan, Punjab, Pakistan) has stated: Like 
other modern young guys, I would also watch films and dramas. Luckily, in the last ten 
days of Ramadan, I was blessed with the privilege of taking part in the collective I’tikaf 
with Rasul’s devotees. How blessed the company of Rasul’s devotees is! It was the first 
time in my life that I saw such a Madam atmosphere. I developed an overwhelming liking 
for Dawat-e-Islami in my heart. I always wished to behold the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah JUs*jdk<sfc Jisfahi J*. During I’tikaf I used to 
make Du’a every day to be blessed with the vision of the Beloved Rasul 

On the 27 th night, an Ijtima’-e-Zikr-o-Na’at was held. During the Zikr of Allah JisA I 
was overcome with passion. Then it was time for the heart-rending Du’a. I closed my 
eyes and wept as I repeated the same words over and over again: ‘O Beloved and Blessed 
Rasul JUs«ab»i&iJU5£&i J*, bless me with your vision.’ Suddenly, there was a bright flash of 
light in my eyes, and then I saw a bright face. I was sure that this was the blessed face of 
the Holy Prophet j*. This beautiful and blessed face then disappeared. 

A Madam transformation took place in my heart. I repented of my sins, grew 
my beard and made the intention to adorn my head with a green turban. On 

Eid I travelled with a three day Madam Qafilah with Rasul’s devotees. At present, I am 
doing Dars-e-NizamI in Jami’a-tul-Madlnah (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi). I have also 
completed the Ta’wIzat-e-‘Attariyyah course and the Majlis-e-Maktubat-o-Ta’wizat-e- 
‘Attariyyah has given me the duty to give Ta’wlzat to people. Moreover, in Jami’a-tul- 
Madlnah I’m responsible for Madam Qafilahs in my class. 




29. It’s amazing how I gave up playing snooker! 

An Islamic brother of Liaqatabad (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi) has stated: I used to watch 
films and dramas, and was so fond of playing billiards and snooker that I wouldn’t stop 
even if someone told me off or even beat me. I was so immersed in sins that (Allah 
forbid) I used to fear offering Salah. With the mercy of Allah J«5£, in the last 10 days of 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


894 


Ramadan, (1425 A.H. 2004) I was privileged to join the collective I’tikaf with Rasul’s 
devotees in our local Furqaniya Masjid (Liaqatabad, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi) under 
the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement of the Quran and 
Sunnah. 

Due to the blessings of the ‘Madam In’amat’ I was encouraged to prepare for 
my afterlife and I refrained from sins to some extent. Then I became a disciple in the 
Qadiriyyah Razawiyyah spiritual order and became punctual in my Salah. I stopped 
playing snooker. I’m surprised as to how I managed to give up playing snooker. 

Soon after, I was privileged to participate in the final day of Dawat-e-Islami’s three day 
Sunnah-Inspiring global Ijtima’ held in Sahra-e-Madinah (Madlna-tul-Auliya) Multan. 
The speech ‘The Perils of Television was delivered in the Ijtima’. When I heard the speech 
I trembled with fear of punishment in the grave and the Judgement Day. I then vowed 
never to watch television again. I persuaded my mother to listen to the same speech on a 
cassette, she gave up watching television too. She also wanted to become a disciple of 
Ghaus-e-A’zam so I made her do Bay’at as well. Due to the blessings of Bay’at, 

my mother started to offer Tahajjud, Ishraq and Chasht punctually in addition to Fard 
Salah. May I be sacrificed for the magnificence and glory of Allah After a few 
months, my mother was blessed to visit Madlnah. My mother stated: ‘All this is the blessing 
of doing Bay’at.’ <dj, At present, I am trying to serve my beloved movement 
‘Dawat-e-Islami’ as a responsible for Madam Qafilah at division level. 

30. Comedian became Muballigh 

There was a young comedian in Balan Sinor (Gujrat, India). To entertain people with 
jokes and amusing stories was his pastime. People used to call him to weddings to entertain 
the guests with his impersonations. Fortunately, he was blessed with the privilege of 
taking part in the collective I’tikaf with Rasul’s devotees in the last ten days of Ramadan. 
Prior to I’tikaf, he had a mania for earning money but in the Madam atmosphere of the 
I’tikaf he gained a passion to earn reward for his afterlife. He repented of his sins and 
began to preach the Sunnah. He devoted himself to Dawat-e-Islami and at present he is 
spreading the Madam work of Dawat-e-Islami as the Nigran of a divisional Mushawarat. 
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He is so sincere, determined and self-sacrificing that he has devoted twenty five days every 
month to perform the Madani work. 

JU.ji£.dL)teTL_s,£i] Bhal sudhar jao gey 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Marz-e- ‘isyan say chuthkdra turn pao gey 
Madani Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

You will get reformed 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
Disease of sins will be cured 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 

ijp (JUo alii c-JLsM <Jp I^L^> 


31.1 kissed Hajar-e-Aswad 

An Islamic brother of Tando Allah Yar (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) has stated: I used to commit 
sins fearlessly due to the company of wicked friends. Going to pubs had become my daily 
routine. Quarrelling and provoking people, fighting and arguing without any reason 
were my habits. Even my family members hated me due to my spiteful and troublesome 
behaviour. I was wandering in the valley of sins. 

The star of my fortune shone when, as a result of the individual effort of an Islamic 
brother, I was blessed with the privilege of taking part in the collective I’tikaf in the last 
ten days of Ramadan (1426 A.H. 2005) in the company of Rasul’s devotees in my local 
Nuranl Masjid (Tando Allah Yar) under the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami. During the 
I’tikaf, the beards and blessed turbans of the Islamic brothers, their love and compassion 
impressed me very much. I cannot describe what I learnt in those ten days in the 
company of Rasul’s devotees. On the 25 th night while I was doing the Zikr of Allah Jwfc, 
I dozed off and saw myself standing before the Holy Ka’bah and I kissed Hajar-e-Aswad 
spontaneously. I was blessed on the 27 th night as well. In a state of drowsiness, I saw 
myself in the blessed streets of Madlna-tul-Munawwarah watching the beautiful green 
dome. These faith-refreshing dreams completely transformed the state of my heart. I 
made a firm intention never to leave this Madani environment. Due to the 
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generosity and benevolence of my Merciful Allah JsaSs at present, I am doing Dars-e- 
Nizami in a Jami’a-tul-Madlnah of Dawat-e-Islami in Hyderabad. 

32.1 gave up sin of bad company 

An Islamic brother of Orangi Town (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi) has stated: Due to the 
company of modern and dishonest friends I had also become modern and wicked. 
Fortunately, I joined the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Island, a global & non-political 
movement of the Quran and Sunnah by the blessings of taking part in the collective 
ftikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan in my local Aqsa Masjid, Orangi Town, Al-Fath 
Colony (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi). I started not only offering Salah but also following 
the Sunnah. I developed a habit of attending the weekly Ijtima. I gave up my indecent 
habit of watching films and dramas. A great advantage was that I got rid of the bad 
company which was the root of many sins, 

Suhbat-e-bad mayn rehnay ki ‘adat chuiay 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 
Khaslat-e-jurm-o- ‘isydn tumhari miiay 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 

Habit of remaining in bad company will go away 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
Habit of committing sins and transgression will go away 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 

(Jp (JUo alll Jl fa c-JLiM (Jp l^Lszs 


33. My passion got tremendous boost 

An Islamic brother of Malaka (Ilahabad, U.P, India) gave the following account: He 
attended the Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima held in Madina-tul-Auliya, Ahmadabad, India. By 
the blessing of attending the Ijtima, he developed a passion to serve Islam. The same year, 
he took part in the collective ftikaf held in the last ten days of Ramadan (1418 A.H., 1996) 
in the Nagorl Ward Masjid (Ahmadabad) under the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami. He 
got extremely impressed by the company of Rasul’s devotees. His passion received a 
tremendous boost. 
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After the I’tikaf, when he returned to his ancestral village of Malaka (U.P.) he began to 
spread the Madani work enthusiastically. The following year, as a representative of the 
Madani Markaz, he visited many cities and inspired hundreds of Islamic brothers to 
perform I’tikaf. At the time of writing this account, he lives in Ahmadabad and is a 
responsible of Dawat-e-Islami’s finance committee in his area. 

(Jp (jUu alii c-JLsM <Jp Ijlvs 


34. Comments of seventy years old Islamic brother 

A 70-year old Islamic brother of Garden West (Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi) has stated: 
Despite reaching old age, I didn’t offer Salah. I used to enjoy watching films and dramas. 
I would shave my beard and wear latest fashionably-designed clothes. About ten years 
ago, when I was sixty years old, I experienced the blessings of I’tikaf for the first time in 
my life in the last 10 days of Ramadan in the company of Rasul’s devotees in Kausar 
Masjid, Musa lane, Liyari Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi. During the I’tikaf, an Islamic brother 
saw me recite the Holy Quran in Gujrati language. He informed me that it is necessary 
to recite the Quran in Arabic, otherwise it wouldn’t be possible to recite the Arabic 
letters from their correct origin. I appreciated his advice. During the I’tikaf I received 
great blessings from Rasul’s devotees. I began to learn the Quran in Madrasa-tul-Madlnah 
(for adults) held by Dawat-e-Islami. After one and a half year struggle, I managed to 
correct my pronunciation to some extent. 

JLm5£.J^3^sJT! I can now recite the Holy Quran in Arabic. I spend the entire night in the 
Sunnah-Inspiring weekly Ijtima. I am also blessed with the privilege of participating in 
the call towards righteousness once a week. 

Jl) I adorned my face with a fist-length beard. Despite having no apparent 
means, I was granted the privilege to perform ‘Umrah and visit the holy Madlnah city. 
JaS*- I travel with a three day Madani Qafilah every month. Out of 72 Madani 

In’amat, I am currently trying to practice more than 40 Madani In’amat. I am working 
as an accountant in a private firm. For the previous four years I am being blessed with 
the opportunity to call people towards righteousness whilst commuting to and from 
work by bus in the morning and evening. 
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Once, I had a dream in which I saw myself calling the passengers towards righteousness; 
when I finished I saw a Muballigh, who I admire very much. He looked at me with a smile. 
When I saw this faith-refreshing scene, I began to cry and then I woke up. Inspired by 
this dream, I started calling people towards righteousness even more steadfastly. 

Sikh lo do Quran parhnd sabhT, 

Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

To learn recitation of Quran, 

Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 

ijp (JUu alii c-JLiM (Jp l^Lszs 


Transliterating Quranic verses into any language other than Arabic is not permissible 
Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! Sometimes, the character of a person does not improve 
until he joins a good company. Nowadays, many old people are seen committing various 
sins. Even on deathbed they don’t grow their beard. Even in that crucial state, they keep 
a TV beside their bed to watch and are interested in getting busy with worldly activities 
after recovery from their disease. That elderly Islamic brother was very lucky indeed. He 
joined the Madani environment during I’tikaf and then his heedless life was transformed 
into a Madani life. 

Did you see he used to recite the Holy Quran in Gujrati because he did not know how to 
recite the Holy Quran in Arabic. When a devotee of Rasul kindly persuaded him, so he 
began to attend the Madrasa-tul-Madinah (for adults) in the evening and eventually learnt 
reciting the Quran in Arabic to some degree. 

Remember! Other than Arabic it is not permissible to transliterate (i.e. to write the words 
of) the Holy Quran into any language e.g. Gujrati, English or Hindi etc. The Quranic 
verses and supplications in monthly journals and other religious books/magazines should 
be written in their original Arabic form. 

A renowned exegetist of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has stated in a 

detailed Fatwa: ‘To transliterate the Holy Quran into Hindi or English is an obvious 
distortion (and the distortion of the Holy Quran is Haram) because it contradicts the 
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above mentioned restrictions. Furthermore, it will not be possible to differentiate between 
and £>, 3 and A j, 3 and A For example, means apparent, whereas means 
‘shiny’ or ‘fresh.’ So if you write Zahir in English how will you know whether it implies 
or j*\j. The same issue arises in many other words like and U», and jA, 
and ,J> and So let alone the distortion of attributes and words, even actual 
letters will change making the words meaningless.’ (FatawaNa’miyyah, pp. 116) 

35. Madam environment at home 

An Islamic brother has stated: The days of I’tikaf were approaching in the month of 
Ramadan (1426 A.H. 2005). I met a 40-year-old Islamic brother from Rajuri (Jammu 
Kashmir, India). I tried to persuade him to attend the collective I’tikaf. Responding 
positively to my invitation, he took part in the collective I’tikaf in the last ten days of 
Ramadan in the railway station Masjid, under the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami. He was 
surprised to see the Madam atmosphere that Rasul’s devotees had created. He decided to 
grow his beard and began to wear a green turban. He even started to deliver Dars and speech 
and created a Madam atmosphere at home. He made the Islamic sisters of his house veil 
themselves and at present he is the Mushawarat Nigran of his city, Rajuri. 




36. How I became pious 

An Islamic brother of District Bhalwal region Gulzar-e-Tayyibah (Sargodha, Punjab, 
Pakistan) has stated: I didn’t offer Salah and was fond of fashion. I loved watching films 
and dramas and enjoyed listening to music. Allah Ju-sA forbid, I used to keep only a few 
fasts in Ramadan. If someone advised me, I would turn a deaf ear. 

One day, I was going somewhere, worried about something. I met a friend who was wearing 
a green turban. He was associated with the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 
Making individual effort, he took me to Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnafi-Inspiring weekly Ijtima 
in the Jami’ Masjid, but I left after a short while due to Satanic thoughts. Two days later a 
friend of mine took me to watch a film but we had an argument, so I returned. 
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Luckily, in Ramadan, my elder brother took part in the collective I’tikaf organized by 
Dawat-e-Islami. The star of my fortune shone when I went to meet him. I got very 
impressed to see Rasul’s devotees wearing green turbans. On the eve of Eid, an Islamic 
brother gave my elder brother a Na’at cassette and a copy of Faizan-e-Sunnat. I trembled 
with fear when I read the chapter ‘Punishments of Missing Salah.’ When I heard the 
following Munajat (supplications) in a cassette, I felt its profound impact on my heart. 


Gunahaun ki ‘adat churn mayray Maula 
Mujhay nayk insan band mayray Maula 


Enable me to give up sins, O Almighty 
Make me a pious person, O Almighty 


I gave up listening to music but couldn’t manage to offer my Salah punctually. 
On the invitation of a devotee of Rasul, I attended the Sunnah-Inspiring weekly Ijtima’ of 
Dawat-e-Islami once again, but this time I stayed till the end. After the Ijtima’, I became 
very impressed by the way in which the devotees of Rasul met me, and eventually I joined 
Dawat-e-Islami. I adorned my face with beard and began to wear a green turban. I began 
to offer all five Salah with the Jama at. I also became a disciple in the honourable Qadiriyyah 
Razawiyyah spiritual order and became a follower of Ghaus-e-A’zam ass-JisSii)! 

At the time of writing this statement, I have a responsibility in a Zayli Mushawarat. In 
addition to delivering a Dars regularly I have also been blessed with the privilege of trying 
to memorise the Holy Quran in a Dawat-e-Islami Madrasa-tul-Madlnah. 


Ao FaTzan-e-Sunnat ko pao gey turn 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 
Jannat mayn jao gey turn 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 


Come and gain the blessings of Sunnah 
Do Ftikaf in the Madam environment 
J*ij£dLteTL_s,oi], You will go to Jannah 
Do Ftikaf in the Madam environment 
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37. Relief from spinal pain 

A Muballigh of Dawat-e-Islami gave the following account: By the blessings of individual 
effort, my cousin, a mill owner from Defence-View (Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi), made 
the intention of taking part in the collective I’tikaf in Ramadan going to be held under 
the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami. He has stated: I had been suffering from intense 
spinal pain for a long time. I visited numerous doctors and specialists and tried their 
prescribed medicines but there was no relief. I was worried as to how I would be able to 
perform I’tikaf for 10 days. Anyway, during I’tikaf I tried to sit against a wall. I was used 
to sleeping on a comfortable mattress but we were encouraged in I’tikaf to sleep on a 
mat on the floor, according to the blessed Sunnah. This was extremely difficult for me 
but there was no other option. After just a few days of sleeping according to 

the Sunnah, I felt my back pain reducing considerably. The pain was then relieved 
completely. 

The pain of my back that was not relieved even by the use of the medicines prescribed by 
highly learned and experienced doctors was eventually relieved by the blessings of taking 
part in Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah-Inspiring I’tikaf J^P-dJCu^. 


Turn ko tarpa kay rakh day gaw dard-e-kamar 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikdf 
Pao gey turn sukun hoga ihanda jigar 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikdf 


Even if you have backache severe 
Do Ttikaf in the Madam environment 
You will have relief, my brother 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 




38. New year celebrations 

A Muballigh of Dawat-e-Islami has stated: In Jodhpur Rajasthan (India), there was a 28- 
year-old photographer who had a crazy passion for attending shameless new year parties 
on the 31 st of December. He would travel as far as Mumbai to attend such parties. 
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Fortunately, in the last 10 days of Ramadan (1426 A.H. 2005) he was blessed 

with the privilege of taking part in the collective I’tikaf with Rasul’s devotees in a Masjid 
in Udaipur (Rajasthan, India) under the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non¬ 
political movement of the Quran and Sunnah. The Sunnah-Inspiring learning sessions, 
inspiring speeches and heart-rending supplications had an over-whelming effect on him. 
He repented of his previous sins, quit photography and began to perform Sada-e-Madinah 
regularly, i.e. he began to wake up Muslims for Fajr Salah. 


Rang raliyan mananay ka chaska miiay 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Raqs kl makfilaun ki nahusat chuiay 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 

Habit of indecent deeds will go away 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 
Practice of attending dance parties will go away 
Do I’tikaf in the Madani environment 




Muslims’ New Year 

If only Muslims would enthusiastically welcome the new Madani (Islamic) year instead 
of the non-Islamic new year. The Muslims’ New Year begins on 1 st Muharram. 

If possible, promote the tradition of congratulating each other in Muharram upon the 
arrival of the new Madani year. 

39. Blessings of company of Rasul’s devotees 

An Islamic brother of Bhalwal, district Gulzar-e-Tayyibah (Sargodha, Punjab Pakistan) 
has stated: I was clean shaven, and was wandering in the dark valley of heedlessness. I 
had drifted away from the path of Sunnah. 

During the blessed month of Ramadan, one day, when I was sitting in my room, my 
father told my younger brother that collective I’tikaf is going to be held in ‘Jami’ Masjid 
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Khawajgan’ in the last 10 days of Ramadan by Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political 
movement of the Quran and Sunnab, so come quickly otherwise you won’t get a place in 
the first row. Listening to what my father said, I also became eager to go and see Rasul’s 
devotees (in the I’tikaf). That day I offered the ‘Isha Salah along with the Tarawih Salah 
in that Masjid. After the Tarawih Salah the following Na’at of Haji Mushtaq 
was played on a cassette player: 


Sam na koi may ray sauhnray Nabi J* Lajpal da 


No one is like my Holy Prophet 


I liked it very much. The second day, I came again and as it was Thursday, the Sunnah- 
Inspiring weekly Ijtima’ had begun. This was my first Ijtima’ I ever attended. I felt intense 
peace and tranquillity during the Ijtima’. The next day when I came, the cassette of the 
speech entitled ‘The Perils of Music was being played. The speech made me tremble with 
fear because it pointed out blasphemous songs that had become common. I had also 
committed the sin of singing blasphemous songs, so I repented and renewed my faith. As 
the activities of I’tikaf had won my heart, I decided to do I’tikaf for the remaining days. 

During the I’tikaf, I read the Sunan and manners of wearing Islamic hair-style in Faizan-e- 
Sunnat. I also intended to grow my hair according to Sunnah. In the Ijtima’-e-Zikr-o- 
Na’at on the 26 th of Ramadan, I made the intention to grow my beard. I also became a 
disciple of Ghaus-e-A’zam JisS abi &<?. I learnt the words of Salat-o-Salam during the 
I’tikaf. When I returned home I threw away TV from the house along with more than 
100 song cassettes. Presently, Sj*s3\ I have the responsibility of Madam Qafilahs at 
division level. 




40. Closure of business of adulterated spices 

An Islamic brother of Ranchorpuri Road, Beempura (Madam Purah) Bab-ul-Madinah, 
Karachi has stated: I didn’t offer even Salat-ul-Jumu’ah. Fortunately, in the last 10 days 
of Ramadan (1425 A.H. 2004) I was blessed with the privilege of joining the collective 
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I’tikaf with Rasul’s devotees in the Gulzar-e-Madinah Masjid Agra Taj under the 
supervision of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement of the Quran 8? 
Sunnah. The blessed company of Rasul’s devotees changed me altogether within ten 
days. I learnt Salah to some extent and began to offer all five Salah with 

Jama at. I also became the disciple of Ghaus-e-A’zam 

By the grace of Allah Js-sS*- I developed such a strong Madani mindset that I am at 
present trying to practice over 63 Madani In’amat. I have developed a habit of regularly 
reading the booklets published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. Further, by the blessing of 
I’tikaf I left my sinful business of selling adulterated spices throughout Sindh. I had 
about 44 employees in my herbs and spices factory. I have closed the factory because it is 
a very crucial era. Running the business of pure herbs and spices honestly on a large 
scale is very difficult in today’s competitive environment. Who cares about the health of 
Muslims these days! What people care about is money whether it comes from a Halal 
source or Allah JmS*- forbid, Haram. Anyhow, by the blessings of the company of Rasul’s 
devotees I started a lawful business. 

JU-sv- Aj i^sJi! By the blessings of the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami I have 
developed a habit of offering Salah in the first row of the Masjid as well as offering the 
Nafl Salah of Ishraq, Chasht, Awwabin and Tahajjud. 

Chor do chor do bhai rizq-e-Haram 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn I’tikaf 
Ao kamay lago gey bahut nayk kdm 
Madam Mahaul mayn kar lo turn Ftikaf 

Give up unlauful earning 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 
You will get its blessings 
Do Ftikaf in the Madani environment 

(Jp ijLszs 


All 



41.1 saw Jibrail fUsi dh. 

An Islamic brother from an organisational district of Dawat-e-Islami called Jannat-ul-Baqf 
(Bab-ul-Madinah, New Karachi) gave the following account: Like other youngsters, I 
was also wandering in the dark valleys of fashion. I was spending my days and nights in 
sins. My star of fortune began to shine. In Ramadan (1426 A.H. 2005) I was 

blessed with the privilege of joining the collective I’tikaf in the Madam environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement of the Quran and Sunnah, in the 
company of Rasul’s devotees. What I learnt in just ten days cannot be expressed in 
words. I made a firm intention to give up sins forever. I began to wear a blessed turban 
and grew my beard. 

On the 29 th of Ramadan, the Mu’takifln collectively cleaned the Masjid. After this, I 
continued to worship. While worshipping, I saw a pious person whose face was glowing. 
Approaching me he shook hands with me; I felt coolness in my heart. The thought 
occurred to me that he is Sayyiduna Jibrail v3Lsji<mU. and this is probably Layla-tul-Qadr 
because a blessed Hadis states: ‘Jibrail comes to the earth on Layla-tul-Qadr and shakes 
hands with worshippers.’ 




O Rab JsAt of Beloved Mustafa JUs jias Ai <j*! Accept the I’tikaf of every Muslim! 
O Allah J*s&! For the sake of the sincere Mu’takifln forgive us and grant us a place in 
Heaven without holding us accountable! O Allah J«fc! Bestow upon us steadfastness in 
the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami! O Allah A--A! Make us true devotees of 
Your Beloved Rasul JusAji j*! O Allah A A! Forgive the Ummah of the Holy 

Prophet JU«jbssUjfcS4iii J*! 
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3 5^ ^ yi S\ j oj d_Lj o*-*-^-5^ 

q-^-j>-JJ^ d—LJ^ {^r-J-^ ph c «» ^ Q-* dJjL >j-g-o Qq<-J> 1 -Sb'\ 


40 Ahadis about Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi Mr 


1. The Noble Prophet JU<fjb«u. JujaIii J* has stated, ‘The one who recites Salat one 
hundred times on me on Friday and the night of Friday, Allah will fulfil one 
hundred of his needs.’ (Jami’-ul-Ahadis-lis-Suyuti, vol. 3,pp. 75, Hadis 7377) 

-ujP (Jp (JUo all! JL^s e-JL-^-! <Jp 

2. The Holy Prophet JUs^ss^qisSaisi j* has stated, ‘O people! Without doubt, the one to 
attain salvation quickly on the Day of Judgement from its horrors and accountability 
will be the one amongst you who will have recited Salat upon me in abundance in 
the world.’ (Firdaus-ul-Akhbar, vol. 5, pp. 375, Hadis 8210) 

(Jp (JUo all! Jl Co q-JL-^-! !jEa ? 

3. The Noble Rasul JUs jus j* has stated, ‘Anyone who recites Salat upon me 
three times in the day and three times in the night due to love and devotion to me, 
Allah Js-sSt will forgive the sins he committed during that day and that night.’ 

(Sahih Muslim, vol. 2, pp. 328, Hadis 23) 

-uiP (Jp (JUo all! jp !^ivs 

4. The Beloved Prophet JUs«db«fcJtsS4ii! J* has stated, ‘Recite Salat abundantly upon me; 
without doubt, it is purification for you.’ (Musnad AbiYa’la, vol. 5, pp. 458, Hadis 6383) 

JUS ail! 04J-! !jU> 
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5. The Noble Prophet JUsidb ssfejfcs*iij* has stated, ‘Whoever recited the Holy Quran, 

praised Allah j«5z-, recited Salat upon the Prophet j*) and then asked 

forgiveness from Allah JsAs he has sought goodness from its source.’ (Shu’ab-ul-lman, 
vol. 2, pp. 373, Hadis 2084) 

ijp (JUo alii ^ l^Lszs 

6. The Holy Prophet has stated, ‘To recite Salat upon me is Nur on the 

bridge of Shat. The one reciting Salat upon me eighty times on Friday, his eighty 
years’ sins will be forgiven.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 320, Hadis 5191) 

J dJ- jliS ail! IjL* 

7. The Beloved Prophet J* has stated, ‘The one who recites Salat 200 times 

upon me on Friday, his 200 years’ sins will be forgiven.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 1, pp. 256, 
Hadis 2238) 

& jliS ail! 

8. The Noble Rasul .»u Jts5 hji j* has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me 
hundred times on the day and night of Friday, Allah will fulfil his hundred 
needs out of which seventy will be of the Hereafter and thirty will be of the world.’ 

(Kanz-ul-'Ummal, vol. l,pp. 256, Hadis 2239) 

x^- (Jp (JUo alii Jl c-JLsM (Jp l^Lszs 

9. The Holy Prophet bi j* has stated, ‘When the day of Thursday comes, 

Allah Js-sSs- sends His angels who have papers made of silver and pens made of gold. 
They write the names of those who recite Salat on me in abundance on the day of 
Thursday and the night of Friday.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. l,pp. 250, Hadis 2174) 

x^- (Jp (JUo alll (Jp l^Lszs 
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10. The Beloved Rasul Aid* has stated, ‘The one who writes Salat [with my 

name] in a book, angels will continue to seek forgiveness for him as long as my name 
remains in it.’ (Mu'jam Awsaf, vol. 1, pp. 497, Hadis 1835) 

J dJ- & JUS all! & ljU, 

11. The Noble Rasul Jwsaibssfc j* has stated, ‘When the one who recites Salat upon 
me 100 times on Friday comes on the Judgement Day, he will be accompanied by 
such Nur that will be sufficient for all the creation, if distributed.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, 
vol. 8, pp. 49, Hadis 11341) 

ijp (JUo all! c_JL-^-! jp ijLSs 

12. The Holy Prophet Julias stated, ‘O people! Without doubt, the one to 

attain salvation quickly on the Day of Judgement from its horrors and accountability 
will be the one amongst you who will have recited Salat upon me in abundance in 
the world.’ (Firdaus-ul-Akhbar, vol. 5, pp. 375, Hadis 8210) 

jUSp JUS ail! < r JLL\ 

13. The Beloved Rasul J* has stated, ‘Recite Salat upon me wherever you 

are, as it reaches me.’ (Mu’jam Kablr, vol. 3, pp. 82, Hadis 2829) 

jUSp JUS all! 

14. The Beloved Prophet JUs-jibssMtsSsiiJ* has stated, ‘The one who recites Salat upon me 
ten times in the morning and ten times in the evening will be granted my intercession 

on the Day of Judgement.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid lil-Hayshaml, vol. 10, pp. 163, Hadis 17022) 

jUSp jus all! 



Faizan-e-Sunnat 


909 


15. The Holy Prophet J* has stated, ‘The one who forgot to recite Salat 

upon me, forgot the way to Jannah.’ (Mu’jam Kablr, vol. 12, pp. 139, Hadis 12819) 

ijp (jUu alii <Jp l^Lszs 

16. The Noble Prophet has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me on 

the day of Friday, I will intercede for him on the Day of Judgement.’ (Kanz-ul-’Ummal, 
vol. 1, pp. 255, Hadis 2236) 

^ & JU: all! 04 J-I IjL 

17. The Noble Rasul asfcjisSiAij* has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me three 
times during the day and three times at night with love and devotion, Allah 
will forgive the sins the person committed during that day and that night.’ (Mu’jam 
Kablr, vol. 18, pp. 361, Hadis 928) 

& JUS all! v 4 J-l & ljU, 

18. The Holy Prophet JUs-db-sk has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me 100 

times, Allah will write between his eyes that this person is free from hypocrisy 
and hellfire and Allah Js-sSs- will keep him with the martyrs on the Day of Judgement.’ 

(Majma'-uz-Zawaid, vol. 10, pp. 253, Hadis 172998) 

x^- (Jp (jUu alll ^ l^Lszs 

19. The Noble Rasul Jks^bssfejtsSaii! J* has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me one 
time, Allah J«5£- sends ten mercies upon him.’ (Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, pp. 166) 

x^- (Jp (jUo alll <Jp l^Lszs 



40 Ahadis about Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 


910 


20. The Noble Prophet isjMiAi J* has stated, ‘The person closest to me on the Day 

of Judgement will be the one who would have recited Salat upon me the most in the 
world.’ ( Jami’ TirmiiX, vol. 1, pp. 64) 

ijp (JUo all! Ijivs 

21. The Holy Prophet Jus«o!J* has stated, ‘Whoever recites one Salat upon me, 
Allah Js-sSt sends ten mercies upon him and writes ten virtues in his book of deeds.’ 

(Jami’ Tirmizl, vol. 1, pp. 64) 

(Jp (JUu all! ijLu 

22. After Salah, a person glorified Allah Ju-sA and then recited $alat-‘Alan-Nabi. The 

Beloved Prophet ii J* said to him, ‘Make Du’a! It will be accepted. Ask! 

[What you ask] will be granted.’ (Sunan Nasal, vol. 1, pp. 189) 

(Jp (JUS all! c-JLsM j^ - Ijivs 

23. The Holy Prophet has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me one 

time, Allah sends ten mercies upon him, forgives his ten sins and raises his ten 
ranks.’ (Sunan Nasal, vol. l,pp. 191) 

JlUP (Jp (JUS all! 

24. The Noble Prophet JUs-jtfbaifejtssiii! J* has stated, ‘Whoever recites ten Salat upon me, 
Allah Ji:-A sends one hundred mercies upon him.’ (Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 322) 


\ jp jLu 


jp JUS all! JUs 
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25. The Beloved Rasul j* has stated, ‘Recite Salat upon me wherever you 

are, as it reaches me.’ (Mu ’jam KabTr, vol. 3, pp. 82, Hadis 2829) 

& JUS all! 

26. The Holy Prophet taiAi J* has stated, ‘Indeed your names are presented to 

me along with your identity; therefore, recite Salat upon me with eloquent words.’ 

(Musannaf Abdur Razzaq, vol. 2, pp. 214, Hadis 3111) 

jlJ. £ JUS aiil i r 4 t L\ & 

27. The Beloved Rasul JUs*!b<sfeJtsS4iiiJ* has stated, ‘Recite Salat upon me in abundance; 
without doubt, this is forgiveness for your sins.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 87, Hadis 1406) 

j kJ- jli: all! IjL 

28. The Noble Prophet JUs«dbs«feJtsSiiiJ* has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me on 
the day of Friday, I will intercede for him on the Day of Judgement.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, 
vol. 1, pp. 255, Hadis 2236) 

jli: all! Ijli 

29. The Holy Prophet JUs<*)b«k J* has stated, ‘The one who forgot to recite Salat 
upon me, forgot the way to Jannah.’ (Mu’jam Kablr, vol. 12, pp. 139, Hadis 12819) 

Jp JUS alll JUs ljiU> 

30. The Beloved Rasul JUs«dbs«fej&3*isi j* has stated, ‘The one who recites Salat upon me 
ten times in the morning and ten times in the evening will be granted my intercession 

on the Day of Judgement.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid lil-Hayshaml, vol. 10, pp. 163, Hadis 17022) 

JUS all! v4J-l IjL 
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31. The Noble Prophet has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me ten 

times, Allah J&U- sends one hundred mercies upon him.’ (Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 2, pp. 322) 

(Jp (JUo dill (Jp Ijivs 

32. The Holy Prophet jiss&ki J* has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me 100 

times, Allah Ju-sA will write between his eyes that this person is free from hypocrisy 
and hellfire and Allah J«3£ will keep him with the martyrs on the Day of Judgement.’ 

(Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 10, pp. 253, Hadis 172998) 

(Jp (JUo alll c-JLsM ^ Ijlvs 

33. The Noble Rasul J* has stated, ‘Whoever recites Salat upon me one 

time, Allah J«5*- sends ten mercies upon him.’ (Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, pp. 166) 

.ujP (Jp (JUu alii Juis ^ 

34. The Holy Prophet J* has stated, ‘To recite Salat upon me is Nur on the 

bridge of Shat. The one reciting Salat upon me eighty times on Friday, his eighty 
years’ sins will be forgiven.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghlr, pp. 320, HadTs 5191) 

j dJ- JUS alii 

35. The Noble Prophet j* has stated, ‘The one who recites Salat upon me 

one hundred times on Friday and the night of Friday, Allah will fulfil one 
hundred of his needs.’ (Jami’-ul-Ahadls-lis-Suyutl, vol. 3, pp. 75, Hadis 7377) 



(Jp aiii (J^ 
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36. The Holy Prophet Jtsafcij* has stated, ‘When the day of Thursday comes, 

Allah Js-iA sends His angels who have papers made of silver and pens made of gold. 
They write the names of those who recite Salat on me in abundance on the day of 
Thursday and the night of Friday.’ (Kanz-ul-’Ummal, vol. l,pp. 250, Hadis 2174) 

& JUS aiil ljU, 


37. The Beloved Prophet «skjts&Ai J* has stated, ‘The one who recites Salat 200 times 
upon me on Friday, his 200 years’ sins will be forgiven.’ (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 1, pp. 256, 
Hadis 2238) 

£ jliS alii ULJA IjL* 


38. The Holy Prophet jcsfabij* has stated, ‘The one who forgot to recite Salat 

upon me, forgot the way to Jannah.’ (Mu’jam Kablr, vol. 12, pp. 139, Hadis 12819) 

(Jp (JUo alll 


39. The Noble Prophet JUs-db^ juaiAij* has stated, ‘The person closest to me on the Day 
of Judgement will be the one who would have recited Salat upon me the most in the 
world.’ (Jami’ Tirmizi, vol. 1, pp. 64) 

j kJ- JUS alii 


40. After Salah, a person glorified Allah and then recited Salat-‘Alan-Nabi. The 
Beloved Prophet said to him, ‘Make Du’a! It will be accepted. Ask! 

[What you ask] will be granted.’ (Sunan Nasal, vol. 1, pp. 189) 

j kJ- JUS alii olJ-l ^ 
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OwL3 5^i 1. yi n 3 O j d_Lj 

^-j>-J_S^ q-^-j>-JJ^ d—LJ^ j>-~*-> ^>-j-^ qK ^ .& )\ Q—f aJJ Lj i^_c-Li lX ,x,^ 1 -Sb\ 


22 Madam Pearls of Giving Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat 


1. The Holy Prophet JUs<jdhssfe jussiiiJ* has stated, ‘Whoever conveys an Islamic teaching 
to my Ummah so that a Sunnah would be established by it or corrupt beliefs would 
be removed by it, will enter Heaven.’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 1, pp. 45, Hadis 14466) 

2. The Noble Prophet J* has stated, ‘May Allah keep the one fresh who 

listens to my Hadis, memorises it and conveys it to others.’ (Jami’ Tirmin, vol. 4, pp. 298, 
Hadis 2665) 

3. One of the wisdoms of the sacred name of Sayyiduna Idris vUAsSjUii-tfUsts^d*. is that 
he would abundantly teach divinely-bestowed scriptures to people. Therefore, he 
was known as Idris (i.e. the one who teaches lessons). (Tafsir Kabir, vol. 7, pp. 550 - 
Tafsir-ul-Hasanat, vol. 4, pp. 148) 

4. Sayyiduna Ghaus-e-A’zam Jts 1 A 1 has stated, o)*? jii jd*Jl <ULj 3 ‘I kept 
disseminating knowledge until I became a Qutb.’ (Qasidah-e-Ghausiyyah) 

5. To give Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat is one of the Madani activities of Dawat-e-Islami. 
Spread Sunnahs and earn a huge reward by giving Dars at house, Masjid, shop, school, 
college and other busy places at a predetermined time. 

6. Everyone should try to get the privilege of either giving or listening to at least two 
Dars daily from Faizan-e-Sunnat. 

7. In Surah At-Tahrim, part 28, verse 6, Allah JiW has said: 

5 3 3 1 jli jkC—3 Lj 

O those who believe, save yourselves and your family from the fire whose fuel are men and 
stones. [Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 
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One of the ways of saving yourself and your family from Hell-fire is Dars from 
Falzan-e-Sunnat. Apart from giving Dars, persuade your family-members to 
listen to a Bayan or a Madani Muzakarah daily through the cassettes released by 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah. 

8. The responsible Islamic brother should make arrangement for Dars at busy places 
at a predetermined time. For example, Dars should be given at 9:00 p.m. at a place, 
at 9:30 p.m. at another place and so on. Give more than one Dars at different places 
on holidays. (But make sure that public rights are not violated. For example, Muslims’ 
way should not be blocked as it is a sin). 

9. Give Dars after the Salah after which most people could attend Dars. 

10. Offer the Salah, after which you have to give Dars, with Jama’at with the first Takhir 
in the first row of the Masjid where you will be giving Dars. 

11. Give Dars at such a place (rather away from the arch) where others offering Salah or 
reciting the Quran should not be disturbed. Once a place has been chosen for Dars, 
there should be no unnecessary change of place. 

12. The responsible Islamic brother of Zayll Mushawarat should assign two well-wishers 
(Islamic brothers) the responsibility of politely stopping those going out of the 
Masjid and requesting them to listen to Dars. The well-wishers should also make all 
the attendees of Dars (or Bayan) sit closer. 

13. Give Dars whilst sitting in a folded-legs posture (as one sits in Qa’dah during Salah) 
observing veil within veill. If there are a large number of listeners, there is no harm 
in giving the Dars standing and by using a mike, but others offering Salah or reciting 
the Quran should not be disturbed. 

14. Your voice should not be very loud. Try to give Dars in moderate voice so that only 
the attendees listen, and other people offering their Salah are not disturbed. 

15. Always give Dars slowly and calmly. 

1 Veil within veil is a term used in the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. It refers to the act of wrapping 

an extra shawl around dress from navel to knees. 
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16. Study in advance whatever you will be reading out. Do this at least once so that you 
would not make any mistake during Dars. 

17. Ensure the correct pronunciation of the words of Faizan-e-Sunnat so that it becomes 
your habit. 

18. Get checked your pronunciation of Hamd, Salat, the Salat-‘Alan-Nabi read out at 
the commencement of Dars, the verse of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and the concluding verse 
etc. by some Sunni scholar or Qari. Likewise, do not recite Arabic Du’as etc. 
individually unless you have had your pronunciation corrected with the help of a 
Sunni scholar. 

19. Besides Faizan-e-Sunnat, Dars may also be given from other Madani booklets 1 
published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. 

20. Finish Dars including the concluding Du’a within seven minutes. 

21. Every Muballigh should memorise the method of giving Dars, the post-Dars 
persuasion and the concluding Du’a. 

22. Islamic sisters should amend the method of giving Dars as per their requirements. 


1 it is not 


allowed to give Dars from any book other than the booklets of Amir-e-Alil-e-Sunnat 

[Markazi Majlis-e-Shura] 
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Oww* ^JLi\ 3 S^i ^ yi, 3 oj d«Lj o*-*-^-5^ 

^-j>-J_S^ q-^-j>-JJ\ d—LJ^ ^>-J-^ qK I .& 4-lj ^^-c-Li LSa\ 


Method of Delivering Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat 


Say the following three times: 

‘Please come closer. ’ 

Then, observing veil within veil, sit in the position you sit in for Salah (in Tashahhud) 
and recite the following: 

I \y \y 1 -< fc i 

4jlllj -C*_> \j*\ 


Then recite the following Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, making the participants of the Dars repeat 
after you: 


4lil k_> (j}}\ 

4lil JJ—j l—j dLJl 


4dl 1 (3j > (dA-*ic- i* ®^A_va] 1 

4jdl i l_> cfi-J-C- _uJij 


If you are in a Masjid, say the following words, with the participants repeating after you, 
making the intention of I’tikaf: 




C-o jj 


Translation: I have made the intention of Sunnah I’tikaf. 
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Then say the following: 

‘Dear Islamic brothers! Come closer and, if possible, in respect ofDars, sit in the position 
you sit in for Salah (in Tashahhud). If you get tired, then sit in any comfortable position. 
Lower your gaze and listen to the Bars from Faizdn-e-Sunnat with full concentration for 
the pleasure of Allah with the intention of acquiring Islamic knowledge because listening 
to it inattentively, looking around, playing on the floor with your finger or messing around 
with your clothes, body or hair could result in its blessings being lost 1 . ’ 

After saying this, read out an excellence of reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi from Faizan-e-Sunnat. 
Then say the following so that the attendees would also recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi. 

(Jp (JUo aJdl c-JLiM <Jp l^Lszs 


Read out what is written in the book only. Read only the translation of Quranic verses 
and Arabic text. Do not explain any Quranic verse or Hadis on the basis of your opinion. 

Make persuasion in the following words at the end of the Dars. 

(Each Muballigh should memorize the following paragraph by heart and make persuasion 
accordingly at the end ofDars and Bayan without any alteration). 

By the grace of Allah J«5% Sunnahs are abundantly learnt and taught in the Madani 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global and non-political movement for the preaching of 
Quran and Sunnah. 

It is a Madani request that you spend the whole night in the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring 
Ijtima, taking place after Salat-ul-Maghrib every Thursday in your city, for the pleasure 
of Allah JsAc with good intentions. With the intention of gaining reward, make it a part of 
your routine to travel in Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilahs with the devotees of Rasul, to 
fill out the Madani Inamat booklet every day practicing Fikr-e-Madinah and to submit it 
to the relevant responsible Islamic brother of your locality within the first ten days of every 


1 Also convey similar words of persuasion at the start of a Bayan, and have the participants make good intentions. 
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Islamic month. Through the blessings of this, you will develop a mindset and a yearning to 
adopt Sunnahs, to have hatred for sins and to protect your faith, 

Every Islamic brother should develop the Madani mindset that ‘I must strive to reform 
myself and people of the entire world, y in order to reform ourselves, we must 

act upon Madani In’amdt and to strive to reform people of the entire world we must travel 
with Madani Qafilahs 1 , j4i5&«Jbtet_&sL 

Allah karam aysa karay tujh pay jahan mayn 
Ay Dawat-e-Islami tayri dhum machi ho 

May Allah bless Dawat-e-Islami with such a grace 
That it becomes glorious at each and every place! 

Finally, with the humility of the body and the heart, and with absolute certainty of Du’a 
being accepted, make the following Du’a conforming to the manners of raising hands 
without adding and leaving out anything: 

e^-1 ysl \j t^ -X « ^"1 


‘Yd Allah J For the sake of Mustafa forgive us, our parents, and the 

entire Ummah. Yd Allah Ju-sW Forgive the mistakes of Dars and all our sins, give us the 
passion to perform good deeds. Make us pious and obedient to our parents. Yd Allah 
Give us true love for You, and for Your Beloved Prophet \J&. Cure us from the 

disease of sins. Yd Allah Js-sW Give us the ability to act upon the Madani Inamat and 
travel with the Madani Qafilahs. Yd Allah Js AM Bless us with the enthusiasm of making 
individual effort to persuade others to carry out Madani activities. Yd Allah J Free 
Muslims from diseases, debt, unemployment, childlessness, wrongful court cases and all 
types of worries. Yd Allah Ju--,W May Islam dominate and the enemies of Islam be 
disgraced! Yd Allah JmW Bless us with steadfastness in the Madani environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami! Yd Allah js--,W Bless us with martyrdom under the green dome while 

1 Here, Islamic sisters should say, ‘We have to make our male (Mahram) relatives travel with Madani Qafilalis.’ 
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being blessed with the vision of the Beloved Prophet JUs«jbsjfejtsSiiii! J*>, with burial in Jannat- 
ul-Baqi, and with closeness to Your Beloved Prophet J* in Jannat-ul-Firdaus! 

Yd Allah Js-sS^ for the sake of the fragrant breeze ofMadinah, accept all our lawful Du’as. ’ 

Kehtay rehtay hayn Du ’a kay wdsitay banday Tayray 
Kar day pun arzu har baykas-o-majbur ki 

Yd Allah Your servants ask me to make supplications 
Fulfil their Du’as and relieve them of all complications 


Next, recite the following verse as part of the Dua: 




3 ^ 


(Part 22, Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 56) 


After all the attendees have recited Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, read out the following verse to 
finish Du’a. 


i iSjjD! QyL*a-j I L e- Sj_aJ\ Uj (SlJj Qjiji 
fyo C>jdL 


(Part 23, Surah As-Safat) 


In order to achieve maximum benefit from Dars, sit down and warmly meet participants 
with the intention of gaining reward. Make some new Islamic brothers sit around you 
and, making individual effort with a smiling face, explain to them the blessings of acting 
upon Madam In’amat and travelling with Madam Qafilahs. (The wisdom in meeting 
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participants whilst you are sitting is that at least a few Islamic brothers may sit with you, 
otherwise, the participants greeting you whilst standing usually go, leaving you deprived 
of the privilege of making individual effort). 

Tumhayn ay Muballigh yeh mayri Du ’a hay 
Kiye jao tay turn taraqqi ka zlnah 

O Muballigh! For you, it is my prayer 
May you keep ascending success-stair! 


Du’a of ‘Attar 

Ya Allah Forgive me and all those regularly giving and listening to at least two 
Dars everyday from Faizan-e-Sunnat (one at home and the other at school, Masjid or a 
busy place etc.) and make us an embodiment of good character. 


Mujhay Dars-e-Faizan-e-Sunnat ki taufiq 
Milay din mayn dau martabah Yd IlahT 

Bless me with this ability 
May I give two Dars daily, O Almighty Js-sSs-/ 


(Jp (Jlio alii ^ l^Lszs 
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Glossary 


Note: This glossary consists of only an introductory explanation to Islamic terms. For 
thorough understanding, please consult some Sunni scholar. 

‘Arafah [&£•]: 9 th day of Zul-Hijjah (last Islamic month). 

Tmamah [ollc.]: Turban 

Bid’at-e-Hasanah ox-L]: Good innovation 

Collective I’tikaf [i-i&scl The I’tikaf in which a group of Muslims take part in the same 

Masjid. 

Dahwa Kubra cIslamic midday 
Du’a [^]: Supplication 

Exegetist An erudite scholar who gives a detailed explanation of scriptures. 

Fard [cfrj*] ■ It is an obligation without performing which one cannot be freed from duty and if 
some act is Fard in worship, the worship will not be accomplished without performing that act. 
Not performing a Fard deliberately is a grave sin. 

Fikr-e-Madlnah [^4-^ j&\: Fikr-e-Madlnah is a term used in Dawat-e-Islami which refers to 
the act of holding oneself accountable for sins, pondering over grave and resurrection, and filling 
in Madani In’amat booklet whilst reflecting upon virtuous and evil deeds. 

Fiqh |Ai|]: Islamic jurisprudence 

Ghusl [J2L£]: Ritual bath 

Hafiz [Jaili]: The one who has memorized the entire Quran by heart. 

Haji One who has performed Hajj. 
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Halal [<J^>-]: Lawful (by Shari’all) 

Hanafi One out of four schools of Islamic jurisprudence. 

Haram [/'>>-]: It is opposite of Fard; committing it deliberately even once is a grave sin. 

Hifz Memorizing the Quran by heart. 

Hujjaj Plural of Haji, i.e. pilgrims of Hajj. 

I’tikaf Staying in Masjid etc. with sole intention of seeking Allah’s pleasure by 

worshiping Him. 

Iftar [jUail]; To eat/drink something to break the fast lawfully at sunset. 

Ijtima’ Religious congregation 

Imam A Muslim who leads others in congregational Sal ah. 

Iqamah : A set of fixed words uttered rather loudly just before the commencement of 
congregational Sal ah. 

Isal-e-Sawab JU41]: Isal-e-Sawab refers to the act of spiritually donating the reward of 
virtuous deeds to the Muslims. Isal-e-Sawab may be made to all deceased and living male and 
female Muslims including even Muslim jinns. See its detailed method in the booklet ‘Method of 
Fatihah’ published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. 

Jama’at Congregational Salah 

Jami’a-tul-Madlnah An institution for learning Islamic sciences run by Dawat-e- 

Islami. 

Kaffarah [ojllS ]: Expiation or atonement 

Kanz-ul-Iman Name of the Urdu translation of the Holy Quran by Imam-e-Ahl-e- 

Sunnat, Al-Haj, Al-Hafiz, Al-Qari Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
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Khilal [JbU-]: Passing fingers of both hands into each other or passing fingers of right hand 
through beard (during Wudu) or cleaning teeth by toothpicks. 

Madani Mashwarah Madani Mashwarah is a meeting to discuss and review the 

righteous activities of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Madani Qafilah [aIsII Caravans of Dawat-e-Islami travelling near and far for the 

promotion of Islamic teachings. 

Makruh [ojJSCi]: Disliked 

Makruh Tahrimi <J£- It is in comparison with Wajib. If it occurs in worship, the 

worship gets defective and the committer of Makruh Tahrimi is considered a sinner. Although 
its gravity is lesser than that of Haram, committing it a few times is a grave sin. 

Makruh Tanzihi It is in comparison with Sunan-e-Ghayr Muakkadah. It is an act 

which Shari’ah dislikes to be committed, although there is no punishment for the one who 
commits it. 

Maktaba-tul-Madinah [CJ-Ull The publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Miskin A Miskln is the one who possesses nothing and has to beg others for food to 

satisfy hunger and clothes to cover the body. Begging is Halal (allowed) for him. 

Miswak Natural tooth-stick made from a twig of a tree. Typically made from peelu, 

olive or walnut tree. 

Mu’takif/Mu’takifin The one/those taking part in I’tikaf. 

Muazzin One who has been appointed to utter Azan for Sal ah. 

Mubah An act doing or not doing which is neither an act of Sawab nor a sin. 

Muballigh A preacher 

Mufti An authorized scholar who is expert in Islamic jurisprudence to answer religious 


queries. 
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Muhaddis A scholar of Hadis. 

Murid [-4 y>]: Disciple 

Mustahab [i-Sdli]: An act which Shari’ah likes to be performed but its abandonment is not 
disliked. 

Na’at [cAj]; Poetic eulogy in praise of the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the 
Owner of Jannah 

Nafl Supererogatory act/worship 

Nafs Centre of sensual desires in human body, psyche. 

Nazr-e-Ghayr Mu’ayyan [ojii j-^]: Unspecified vow 

Nazr-e-Mu’ayyan [ojiijji]: Specified vow 

Qada [U^3]: To make up or compensate for any missed worship. 

Qiblah [ACS]: The direction which Muslims face during Salah etc. 

Rak’at Unit/cycle of Salah 

Sada-e-Madinah [CjjA ^\^]: Calling (waking up) Muslims for Salat-ul-Fajr (one of the 
several Madani activities of Dawat-e-Islami). 

Sadaqah Charity or alms 

Sahari [i_S j^\: Pre-dawn food taken for day-fast. 

Salat/Salat-‘Alan-Nabi [^' Supplication for asking blessings for the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet bsifcJtsSdii j*. 

Shar’i According to Shari’ah 

Shari’at/Shari’ah [ACCommandments of Allah JmS*- and His Noble Prophet 
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Subh-e-Sadiq ^o\: The true dawn 

Sunan-e-Ghayr Muakkadah j±£- culi]: An act which the Holy Prophet Jusi&iJa 

neither practised continually nor emphasized to practice it but Shari’all disliked its outright 
abandonment. 

Sunnat-ul-Muakkadah [oiSjill £Li]: An act which the Holy Prophet JUs-db-sfe Jtssdii j* practiced 
continually but at times, also forsook it to show permissibility of its abandonment. 

Surah Chapter of the Holy Quran 

Tahajjud A supererogatory Salafi offered at night after awakening, having offered Salat-ul- 

‘Isha. 

Takblr-e-Aula [Jj' ji^=Z\: The primary Takhir (i.e. saying &') for starting of Salak. 

Tarawih Tarawih Salak is offered in Ramadan after Salat-ul-Tsha with Jama at. It is 

Sunnah to complete the recitation of the whole Quran during this Salak. 

Tarlqah [CC Jo] : Metkodology of Islamic mysticism. 

Tasblh Glorification of Allak JU-sC. 

Tawaf Moving around tke Holy Ka’bak. 

Ummah Believers of the Noble Prophet as a whole. 

Umm-ul-Muminln ^]: Mother of believers 

Veil within veil as* Veil within veil is the translation of the Urdu term ‘Parday mayn 

Pardak’ used in tke Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. It refers to tke act of wrapping an 
extra skawl around dress from navel to knees. 

Wajib It is an obligation without performing which one will not be freed from 

obligation and if a Wajib act is missed in worship, that worship will be considered defective; 
however the worship will be considered performed. Not performing a Wajib once deliberately is 
a minor sin and leaving it a few times is a grave sin. 
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Transliteration Chart 


Arabic/Urdu Letter 

Latin Equivalent 

Example 

Transliteration 

- 

A/a 

jj_ol 

Amir 

1 

A/a 

dJUl 

Allah 

V 

B/b 

dJUl OJ 

Baytullah 

V 

P/p 

jp gj-j 

Panj Tan Pak 

o 

T/t 

Sid 

Tasbih 


T/t 

jjU5 

Tamatar 

d 

S/8 


Samar 

£ 

J/j 

d-d 

Jannat 

£ 

Ch/ch 

jSL»- 

Chadar 

t 

H/h 

dd' 

Hadis 

t 

Kh/kh 


Khaliq 

d 

D/d 

1313 

Data 

d 

D/d 

isaS 

Danka 

b 

Z/z 


Zakhirah 

j 

R/r 

(3j!j 

Raziq 

j 

R/r 


Paliar 

j 

Z/z 

(dO 

Zamzam 

j 

X/x 

Jlj 

Xalah 

o* 

S/s 

id 

Sabz 


Sh/sh 

jLsjJi 

Sha’ban 
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Arabic/Urdu Letter 

Latin Equivalent 

Example 

Transliteration 


S/s 


Salali 

CP 

P/d 

jlA dj 

Ramadan 

b 

T/t 

jjsllo 

Tahir 

b 

Z/z 

Cuolb 

Zulmat 

t 


JaU 

‘Adil 

t 

Gh/gh 


Gharib 

ij 

F/f 

jLAx-S 

Faizan 


Q/q 

Us Li 

Qafilah 

dl 

K/k 


Ka’bali 

J 

G/g 

Ju^ 

Gumbad 

J 

L/l 

(jldUu-O 

Musalman 

f 

M/m 

4_L) Jlo 

Madinah 

j 

N/n 

^ *ip' 

Nasihat 

3 

V/v, W/w 

3-^3 

Wudu 

5/ o /jt> 

H/h 


Bhai 

6 

Y/y 


Yasin 

6 

A/a 

jUil 

Azkar 

o 

I/i 

pLI 

Imam 


U/u 

obi 

Quran 

OJlo 1 

A/a 

1 j a_L<o 

Sayyiduna 

OJus 3 

U/u 

6 j 3 _uj 

Surah 

olo ^ 

I/i 

(_j-oSLu| 

Islami 
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Bt,ossoming of Sunnah 


r ' 1 

Hy the grace of Allah Suranhs are abundantly icarat and (aught in 

S the Madani environment of l^awat-c-lslami, a global and non-political 
movement for the preaching, of Quran and Sunnah. It is. a Madani request 
that vi mi spend the whole night in the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijiiinsi'', 
talking phee after Saliit'ul-hliij^nih every Thursday m jxiur eity, fiw the 
pleasure of AELlIl JutsAt- with good intentions. With the ietenlitin of gaining 
reward.,, make it .1 pari of ytM.ir routine: to travul Lit Sunnah-loqidJing Madam 
(Jafilflhs with the devotees of JtasLil.^ to fit] nut the jVtadjni in'amit booklet 

every day practicing I■ iLr-e-\]atlirtali and to submit st tn the nlevsnt 
responsible Islamic brother of your locality within the first ten days of 
every Islntiic month. Through the blc»u|gi of this,, you will develop a 
niLtuirtei and a yearning 10 adopt SuiinahK, to have hatred for sins and 10 
protect your faith, 

livery Islamic brother should develop rhe Madam mindset that *1 must 
strive ro reform myself and people of die entire world, 


In order to reform ourselves, we man act upon Mulani In'mrat and 10 
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